
Planning and Zoning Commission

 #08-24CUP River Ranch Retreat 
Application: April 22, 2024
Hearing Date: June 12, 2024 postponed until August 12, 2024
Description: 14388 45th St NW, Alexander, ND IT#1999 PID 150046100 S- 31 T-

153N R- 101W
Owner(s)/Applicant: River Ranch Retreat
Reason for Request: Applicant wishes to use the location as a Wedding, Event rental, and

hunting lodge.

Comprehensive Plan Land Use: Agriculture
Zoning: Agriculture

Findings of Fact:
1. All Public Notices have been made.

2. No Comment has been received from the public.

3. Applicant is the property owner.

4. Property is in Tri Township and has Township approval.

5. Applicant has an approved approach permit.

6. The proposed site is already in existence and will not impede the normal orderly development of the area.

7. Applicant has an approved Weed plan from the County Weed Department.

8. Applicant has an approved emergency evacuation plan.

9. Applicant is in contact with State Food and Lodging.

10. The property set backs are front-25ft back-25ft and side-25ft in Agriculture Zoning.

11. Applicant is registered and in good standing with the North Dakota Secretary of State. 

Conditional Use Permit Criteria::
No conditional use permit shall be recommended by the Planning Commission or approved by the County 
Commission unless the applicant shall have met all the following criteria: 

a. The establishment, maintenance, or operation of the conditional use shall not be detrimental to or 
endanger the public health, safety, comfort or general welfare.  



This site is established and has been in existence since 2014. 

b. The proposed conditional use shall not substantially impair or diminish the value and enjoyment of 
other property in the area. 

The proposed uses are unique in nature and will be intermittent and will not diminish the enjoyment of the 
surrounding property. 

c. The proposed conditional use shall not impede the normal orderly development of the surrounding 
property. 

The proposed uses are unique in nature and will be intermittent and will not diminish the enjoyment of the 
surrounding property. 

d. Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage or other necessary site improvements have been or are 
being provided to accommodate the proposed conditional use. 

The site is already existing.  Therefore utilities, road, and drainage are established. 

e. Adequate measures will be taken to provide ingress and egress to the property without adverse 
effects on the adjoining properties and traffic congestion in the public street. 

Applicant has an approach permit approved by Tri Township. 

f. The proposed conditional use shall conform to all applicable regulations of the district within which 
it is located. 

It will not diminish the Agricultural Area. 

Comprehensive Plan Consistency:
The subject land area is designated in the land use plan as Agriculture.

Staff Recommendation:
Staff recommends Approval for this Conditional Use Permit.

Suggested motion: "Recommend approval of Conditional Use Permit #08-24, River Ranch Retreat, to the
County Commission to allow the facility to be used for wedding, Event rentals, and Hunting Lodge. Adopt
the findings and conditions as provided in the staff report.""

Conditions:
1. The applicant shall mark the site with a (4’ x 8’) sign visible from the road per McKenzie County 
Ordinance Section 4.10 with the following information. Address/project identification, emergency contact 
name and phone number, this must be completed within thirty (30) days from County Commission 
approval.

2. The applicant shall adhere to the noxious weed containment plan as submitted to the County Weed 



Control Officer.

3. The applicant shall maintain a site free of garbage, from within the site and from outside sources, during 
and after construction.

4. Access on the roadway into the site must be maintained for 911 purposes.

5. Any additional structures on site will require a building permit.

6. No RV's shall be stored on site.

7. Any future construction shall adhere to requirements as outlined in the McKenzie County Land 
Development Ordinance.
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Sandee Kimpel

From: Tamra Leland <tleland@hotmail.com>
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 9:14 AM
To: Sandee Kimpel
Subject: Concerns about data mining regulations in McKenzie Cty

To help protect y
Micro so ft Office p
auto matic downlo
picture from the 

 

IRONSCALES couldn't recognize this email as this is the first time you received an email from this sender tleland @ 

hotmail.com 

 

Planning & Zoning Committee, 
 
As a rural property owner in McKenzie County, I am concerned about the possibility of having data mining 
facilities dumped in our communities. Specifically, we are concerned about the acoustic noise levels and their 
impact on people, livestock and wildlife. The impact of the heat generated is also a concern. Will this cause 
excess drying of the surrounding area and increase the chances of fire?  Although Data Diggers LLC repeatedly 
said they will only put 5 "boxes" on the site, what limitations are in place to keep them from 
expanding?  Financially it sounds like they could be making up to $30,000 per day so it would be in their best 
interest to invest and pay for additional electrical lines so they could expand.  There should be limitations on 
the size of any facility so as not to create more conflict with their neighbors. 
 
Minimally there needs to be limitations on the acoustic sound levels emitted from the facility (43 decibels at 
400 feet). Checked 4 x per year; supervised by McKenzie County staff and paid for by the facility owners.  
Dust suppression and fire control paid by the facility owners. 
Data bases must be liquid cooled or the quietest system available at the time of building. 
Limitations on facility footprint both on the ground and in height.  
 
Thank you for taking these factors into consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tamra Leland 
 



To the director of planning and zoning:
Writing in concern of purposed data mining in southern McKenzie county. As local 
residents we believe there should be at the very least some guide lines as noise, 
road and dust control and liability for fires. They need to be responsible for any 
adverse effects that this could bring on. Thanks, Tim Leland 


















