
1 
 

Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 

March 7, 2022 

Meeting was held at the McKenzie County Courthouse Commissioner Room in 
Watford City, ND and called to order at approximately 5:00 pm. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND ROLL CALL 

Members Present:  Butch Fleck, Cody Knetzger, Eva Hepper, Heidi Brenna John 
Irwin, Kathy Skarda, Tim Transtrom 

Members Absent:  Craig Hystad, Matt Beard 

Staff Present:  Planning & Zoning Director Sandee Kimpel, Planning Attorney 
Ari Johnson, Planner Dana Roff, Planner Candy Lundgren, Code Enforcement 
Officer Logan Innes, Administrative Assistant Cindy Jensen 

 

Others see sign in sheet at end of minutes.  

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

 

Butch Fleck stated he would like to add Bitcoin into the Discussion topics.  

Motion to Approve Amended Agenda with Bitcoin Added to Discussion Topics;  
Motion by Eva Hepper; Second by Kathy Skarda. Voice Votes: All Ayes 

Motion to Approve Agenda As Amended Passes 

 

APPROVE PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES  

 

Motion to Approve Minutes as Presented; Motion by Kathy Skarda; Second by Heidi 
Brenna; Voice Votes: All Ayes; 

Motion to Approve Minutes as Presented Passes.   

 

CODE ENFORCEMENT 

 

Logan Innes, Code Enforcement Officer stated I have nothing new at this time.  
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Director Kimpel stated she received an update from Mr. Ortiz regarding the Arnegard 

Sewage Treatment Pond. They were scheduled for delivery of the correct fabric for the 

fencing on March 14th.  Butch Fleck asked after Ortiz receives the fencing, it will be 

three weeks until the next meeting? Director Kimpel stated yes.  

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Director Kimpel stated there are none at this time. We didn't have any come in for this 

month. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVALS 

 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVALS #01-22MINORSUB – Turnquist - #01-22 Minor 

Subdivision to Divide 15 Acres in the Agriculture Zone for a Direct Family Member 

Dana Roff stated this was for the Turnquest family.  They’re going to split off 15 acres 

for LeRoy out of 78.40 acres. He’s going to place a home out there.  That was an 

Administrative Approval.   

Eva Hepper asked once the documents are loaded onto Novus, do they stay somewhere 

so we can look back at the previous Meeting documents?  Dana Roff stated all the Staff 

Reports are posted on our McKenzie County website under Planning and Zoning.   

Eva Hepper asked so they don't stay on here, you have to go on the website to really 

look at them, once the meeting is over and to look at the last meeting.  Director Kimpel  

stated she has been able to pull up some of the meeting documents as far back as 

October 2019, and would help Eva find those after the meeting.  

There was a discussion regarding if the previous meeting documents and information 

was readily available in the Board View Novus Agenda Packets and that it can be found 

on Novus Board View. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVALS 

 

BITCOIN 

Butch Fleck stated he talked to a Commissioner from Dunn County regarding Bitcoin. 

Lynn Helms stated  if your contract and your vat is for oil and gas only, then they can't 

come in on you without coming back and renegotiating.  If it isn’t written that way and 

they come on you, then NDIC takes care of it, we have nothing to say about any of it. 

That is what Dunn County has done with it. We do have several of them in McKenzie 

County.  I talked to a trucker and he's bringing these. Some kind of a contract that 

they’re all of more in McKenzie County so they’re going to be more of them around. 

Cody Knetzger stated as far as I know they are under NDIC’s jurisdiction. Butch Fleck 

stated that was our main question was who had control over them and nobody seemed 

to know.  John Irwin stated unless you have it in your Surface Agreement. Butch Fleck 

stated yes.  The early ones nobody thought about something like that.   I know because , 

this guy said that his dad is getting the first one and they had to renegotiate and they 

must renegotiate every few years.   He didn't know anything really much about Bitcoin 

either, but a lawyer must have brought it up to him.  

Eva Hepper stated so, in the future, anybody that's having a well pad or drilling activity 

should really think about it, ensured that they. Butch Fleck stated just make sure you 

put for oil and gas exploration only. Because we just did that online.  That didn’t stop 

them, but you will have something to say about it if it's next to your house or made by 

them both, even stuff you usually can't stop the oil, but maybe something like that you 

could stop if it was next to your house. Cody probably knows more about than I do.  

Cody Knetzger stated for ‘Conflict of Interest’ reasons, I don't want to speak too much 

on it. I am not in the position to speak for the Oil Company.  

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM. 

The next meeting of the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning Board will be held 
on Monday, April 11, 2022, at the McKenzie County Courthouse 201 5th Street NW, 
County Commission Boardroom at 5:00 PM. 

 




