










































































August 6, 1996 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 6, 1996.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Bea Allen met with the Board regarding the approaches on the Beaver Creek 
bridge.  Engineer Holter and Mark Koeser will check it to see what can be done. 
 
 Tim Gullingsrud and Kerry Krikava reported on the findings of the 911 Task 
Force to date.  The Task Force is exploring options of co-oping with another entity and 
looking for grant money for start up and operations. 
 
 Sherman Sylling thanked the Board for the County’s involvement in the Internet 
project.  The lab is expected to be on line by September 1, 1996. 
 
 A group reported on the Badlands Trail which is a joint project of Snowmobile 
North Dakota, North Dakota Tourism & Recreation, the Forest Service, McKenzie 
County Grazing Association and the Prairie Ramblers Snowmobile Club.  They 
requested assistance with washed out creek crossings.  Mark Koeser is to check out the 
extent of the project. 
 
 Art Cox, Upper Missouri District Health Unit, and George Kummer met with the 
Board regarding current regulations for on-site sewage treatment. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to accept 
the bid of Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried 
to reject all other bids. 
 
 Moved by Cro             
 Jody Renbarger reviewed the County’s liability, auto and inland marine insurance 
coverages for the coming year.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to 
add full coverage for autos with a $1,000.00 deductible on collision and accept all other 
coverages as presented.  Voting aye: Rolfsrud, Mjelstad and Cross; voting nay: Chinn; 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to accept the resignation of 
Orville Haugen from the McKenzie County Atmospheric Resource Board and appoint 
Stanley Anderson to complete the term ending March 10, 2000. 
 



 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to solicit quotes for a new 
phone system for the main part of the Courthouse. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to approve a raffle permit 
for the National Rhea Association. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross and carried to publish department requests 
as the preliminary budget and to schedule the public hearing for September 10, 1996 
beginning at 9:30 a.m. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on the trip to the Hermeston, Oregon area to see 
the results of an irrigation project. 
 
 Commissioner Rolfsrud reported that the Tri County Irrigation Task Force has 
contracted with the Natural Resource and Conservation Service to provide soil 
information to aid in an irrigation feasibility study. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until September 3, 1996 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

September 3, 1996 
 
  The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 3, 1996.  All 
Commissioners were present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 Robert Pederson, Gene Veeder and Bill Bolken discussed plans for full utilization 
of the Fair Multi-Purpose Building.  Under State Building Code requirements, use of the 
building would be severely restricted without installation of an automatic sprinkler 
system for fires.  Cost estimates to date are in the $40,000.00 range.  About $15,000.00 
is available from other sources.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to 
contribute up to $25,000.00 with the understanding that any additional funds which 
become available will reduce the county’s obligation. 
 
 Dale Karpyak, State’s Attorney Johnson and Assistant State’s Attorney Sundeen 
reviewed the construction of the Veterans’ Memorial Building, which is behind schedule.  
Further action was tabled for one week. 
 
 Spike Thompson, District Forest Ranger, met with the Board regarding the fire 
concerns expressed by many people.  A multi-agency meeting is being held in Bismarck 



today to review the situation.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to 
send a resolution to the Governor’s Office in support of a ban on all open fires and on 
off-road travel.  Mr. Thompson also informed the Board of a proposed policy for 
certifying weed seed free hay for use on the Grasslands. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to accept 
the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for gas at all locations and the bid of Farmers Union for 
diesel fuel at all locations. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn and carried to advertise for bids for one 
or more track-type tractors trading the FD -20, the HD-16 and the D7H with bid opening 
on October 1, 1996. 
 
 Wayne Hokenson, Audit Director of the State Auditor’s Office, presented the 
report of the audit for 1995.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross and carried to 
accept the report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve the application by 
the Blue Buttes Fun Day Committee for a raffle permit. 
 
 Elva Lou Johnston, Mary Hartmann and Joyce Carson met with the Board to 
discuss the condition of the road in their area.    If the oil companies will supply dust 
control materials, the County forces will spread it.  It may also help to strictly enforce the 
speed limits. 
 
 Jim Ward reported on the formation of a Solid Waste Management Association.  
The consensus was to be active in the organization. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until 9:00 a.m., September 10, 1996. 
 

September 10, 1996 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 10, 1996.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross and carried to contract with the North 
Dakota  State Auditor’s Office for the audit of the County’s year ending December 31, 
1996. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve a grant 
application for funding from the Special Surcharge Fund in the Secretary of State’s 
Office to be matched locally and used for Uniform Commercial Code filing related items. 
 
 Oscar Knudtson informed the Board about state and local fire hazard 



determination procedures and options. 
 
 Throughout the day, Department heads and County Boards reviewed their 1997 
budget requests with the Board of Commissioners.   
  
 (Insert final budget resolutions) 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until October 1, 1996, at 9:00 AM. 

 
October 1, 1996 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 1, 1996.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 County Superintendent Wisness submitted a voucher for ½ her registration fee 
for the National Rural Education Conference at San Antonio, TX.  The remainder of 
expenses will be paid by the State Association.  The voucher was approved. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Cross and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 Dale Karpyak updated the Board on the Veteran’s Memorial Building.  The 
Library will be moving this weekend. 
 
 David Johnson presented a proposal to the Board for a joint effort on purchasing 
and operating chip sealing equipment.  This was tabled for further discussion. 
 
 John Heggen and Wally Johnson, representing the Watford City Airport Authority, 
informed the Board of matching funds which may be available in 1999 to rehabilitate the 
runway, taxiway and apron.  They will be requesting $15,000 in each the 1998 and 1999 
budgets.   
 
 Arkjer and David  Rolfson and Don Forland met with the Board regarding four 
miles of road in their area.   
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for one or more track-type tractors with 
dozers.  The following bid was submitted by Tractor and Equipment Company:  Cash 
price for one new D7H, $257,031.00; trade allowance on 1994 D7H, $252,031.00; net 
purchase price, $5,000.00.  Cash price for one new D6H, $174,896.00; trade allowance 
on 1969 HD16, $7,500.00; trade allowance on 1982 FD20, $34,500.00; net purchase 
price, $132,896.00.  Acceptance of bid tabled for further discussion. 
 



 Ann Johnsrud requested $1105.00 for matching funds for a grant from the 
Special Surcharge Fund, to be used for computer enhancements in the Register of 
Deeds office.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the 
expenditure from the computer line item of the General Fund. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to purchase two new D7H 
track-type tractors, trading the 1994 D7H, the 1969 HD16 and the 1982 FD20 for a net 
cost of $220,031.00. 
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to accept the bid of 
Rolfson Oil for all fuels in all locations.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross and 
carried to reject all other bids.   
 
 Jack Kummer, County Park Board Chairman, met with the Board regarding the 
third party concessionaire agreement at Tobacco Gardens Recreation Area.  He will 
attend a Corps of Engineers meeting for leasees in Bismarck on October 8.  A full 
County Park Board meeting will be held in November. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the proposal from 
Ebel Telephone Service for a new telephone system for the main courthouse. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to appoint Dale Patten to the 
State Fair Board. 
 
 Chairman Wehrung declared the meeting adjourned until November 5, 1996 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

November 5, 1996 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 5, 1996.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross,  and carried to cancel the following 
outdated and lost checks: 
  
 Warrant      Date 
 or Check #  Payee    Issued  Amount 
 
 132762 Publication National Immigra- 5/3/94 $       7.00 
   tion Law Center 
 134551 Scott Christensen 9/1394 50.00 
 139050 Phillip Moen  10/3/95 4.50 
 139507 Yellowstone TWP 11/14/95 1,704.93 
 139799 Watford City Airport Authority 12/13/95 94.01 



 12255  Jack Sorenson  11/30/936.00 
 12612  John Hickel  7/7/95 1.91 
 12745  Louise Arnold 2/20/96 2.00 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
  
 Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices which were set for 
tax deed property at the October meeting. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve the requested 
abatements on abandoned railroad right of way which corrected the acreage among the 
various parcels. 
 
 David Johnson, John Holter and Dale Karpyak met with the Board for more 
discussion on the joint purchase of chip sealing equipment with the City of Watford City.  
Chip sealing extends the life of pavement, delaying costly overcoats.  Savings would be 
about 30% of contracting the work.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to 
co-op with Watford City on the equipment purchase at 74% County, 26% City, the ratio 
of county/city miles. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to approve the following 
bills: 
 Joe Weber, Gene Veeder and John Holter met with the Board to discuss a grant 
which was received from the Highway Transportation Enhancement Fund for paving the 
access to the Lewis & Clark Museum.  The grant would cover 60% of the estimated 
$14,000.00 cost.  Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to fund the 
40% match up to $5,600.00 on behalf of the Lewis & Clark Museum. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to approve raffle permits 
for St. Anne’s Altar Society and the Johnson Corner PTO. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil and Rolfson Oil.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels 
at all locations.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to reject all other 
bids. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to have the power turned off 
at the Red Wing Hall and to advertise the property for sale by sealed bid. 
 
 Members of the Town and Country 4-H club brought treats to the Commissioners 
and thanked them on behalf of all the clubs for their support of 4-H programs. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to execute gravel and scoria 



agreements with Myron Wold, William Lewis and John O. Quinnell. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to approve a cattle guard 
permit requested by Merton and C.J. Anderson. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad, seconded by Cross, and carried to increase by 12.5% the 
replacement cost coverage of county building insured through the State Fire and 
Tornado Fund. 
 The meeting was recessed until November 12, 1996 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

November 12, 1996 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 12, 1996.  All 
Commissioners were present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 There was general discussion of a number of issues prior to recessing to act as 
the County Park Board.  The meeting was reconvened at 11:30 a.m. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to contract with the North 
Dakota Association of Counties for the development of a technology plan for the 
Courthouse offices. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn, and carried to adopt a resolution 
addressed to the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District regarding development of 
water infrastructure in  North Dakota.  (Complete copy on file) 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to adopt a resolution 
addressed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regarding the acquisition of funding for 
a replacement for the Four Bears Bridge.  (Complete copy on file) 
 
 The balance of the meeting was a discussion regarding salaries, scheduling and 
employee classifications of employees under the Road and Bridge Department budget. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to adjourn until December 3, 
1996, beginning at 9:00 a.m. CST. 

December 3, 1996 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 3, 1996.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Wehrung presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 



 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Mayor Joe Weber of Alexander reviewed the past year of 
the policing agreement.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Mjelstad, and carried to renew 
the contract for 1997.  Mayor Weber also discussed a joint work agreement with the 
County for street maintenance and snow removal in Alexander.  It was decided to do 
requested work at the County’s established hourly rate for cities for now and review the 
situation at a later date. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Mjelstad and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 Jerry Beck met with the Board for a discussion of his duties as Veteran’s Service 
Officer and Director of Emergency Services.  He will assume the duties of Risk 
Management Coordinator for the Workers Compensation program. 
 
 Dale Karpyak, Bill Bolken and Gary Thorson met.  Watford City is  applying for 
bike path funding under the Highway Transportation Enhancement Fund program.  
Funding would be 80% federal, 20% Watford City, but requires sponsorship by the 
County.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to sponsor the grant 
application.  The group discussed the draft of an agreement regarding the joint 
purchase of chip sealing equipment.  Mr. Karpyak also updated the Board on the 
Veterans’ Memorial Building. 
 
 Commissioner Mjelstad left the meeting at 12:00 noon. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Farmers 
Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and 
carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Kit James presented the Board with a petition requesting the Board to declare 
that a road in Section 15, Township 147 North, Range 101 West was not a public road 
and had never been considered as such by the County.  The Board received the petition 
but took no action at this time. 
 
 Sheriff Stan Lyson, Emergency Services Director Al Millette, and Commissioner 
Dan Kalil, all of Williams County and McKenzie County Sheriff Paul Larson met with the 
Board to discuss a mobile command center which Williams County had outfitted about 
10 years ago.  Williams County proposes a buy-in by McKenzie County plus a small 
annual maintenance contribution.  This would provide funding for updating radio 
equipment and provide McKenzie County with access to a very useful unit.  Further 
discussion was tabled until another meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Mjelstad returned to the meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 A delegation from the Moline area met with the Board regarding road 
maintenance districts.  County Engineer John Holter will review the district boundaries. 



 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to execute a joint operating 
and financial plan with the Forest Service for law enforcement services on the 
Grasslands, effective October 1, 1996-September 30, 1997. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the following 
licenses:  TJ’s-on/off beer & wine; Lorna & Burton Brown-off sale beer; Eagles-on sale 
liquor, on/off beer; Madeline Miller-off sale beer; Big Opening-on/off beer and liquor; 
Watford City Golf Course-on sale liquor, on/off beer; and Fairview Liquors-off sale beer 
and liquor. 
 
 Jim Ward and John Holter met with the Board regarding the new cell at the 
Landfill which will be completed next year. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until December 27, 1996, beginning at 1:30 p.m. 
CST. 
 

December 27, 1996 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 27, 1996.  Present were 
Commissioners Chinn, Cross, Rolfsrud, and Mjelstad.  Vice Chairman Mjelstad 
presided.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried, to approve the following 
bills: 
 
 Barbara Bauman met with the board regarding an adjustment to the Tax 
Director’s budget. 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried, to set the following pay 
rates in the Road & Bridge Department:  Mike Dollinger, $12.25/hr.; Doug Voigt, 
$13.20/hr.; Craig Wahlstrom and Lloyd Lester, $13.30/hr.; and Gene Gunderson, 
$14.00/hr. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried, to approve licenses for on 
and off sale beer and liquor to Jerome Carr, DBA The Long X Saloon. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve a raffle permit 
application from the Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried, to ratify the following 
Sunday liquor sales permits issued by the Auditor:  Fairview Liquors, Watford City 
Eagles, Madeline Miller and The Big Opening. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried, to a PEBSCO custodial 
account and life insurance transfer. 



 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve Change order G-
4, deducting $3400.00 from the General Contract on the Veteran’s Memorial Building. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried, to increase the Tax 
Director’s 1996 budget by $2426.94. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the following 
budgeted fund transfers:  $500,000.000 from General to Road & Bridge; $350,000.00 
from District Road to Road & Bridge; and $300,000.00 from Highway Tax Distribution to 
Road & Bridge. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until January 7, 1997 beginning at 9:00 a.m. CST. 

 
January 7, 1997 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 7, 1997.  Present were 
Commissioners Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Morris Cross, Orville Mjelstad, and Harold 
Rolfsrud. Auditor Olson called the meeting to order and called for nominations for 
chairman for 1997.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to nominate 
Orville Mjelstad.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried that nominations 
cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Orville Mjelstad. Mjelstad assumed the chair.  
Mjelstad called for nominations for Vice-Chairman.  Moved by Cross, seconded by 
Chinn, and carried to nominate Richard Cayko.  Moved by Cross, seconded by 
Rolfsrud, and carried, that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Richard Cayko.  
 
 The treasurer’s report was presented.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, 
and carried to designate the following depositories for County funds:  First International 
Bank, McKenzie County Bank, BNC National Bank and Dakota West Credit Union. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried that the Pledge of Assets in 
the amount of $4,732,576.74 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North 
Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the 
Pledge of Assets in the amount of $4,463,191.88 filed by McKenzie County Bank, 
Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be 
approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,710,000.00 filed by BNC 
National Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in 
such bank be approved; and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $880,214.61 
filed by Dakota West Credit Union, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of 
County funds in such bank be approved. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 



 Dale Karpyak updated the Board on the Veteran’s Memorial Building.  Dedication 
plans are being made for February 7, 1997.  Three buffalo were donated by the Park 
Service.  S & S Motors will help sponsor the meal as part of its 50th Anniversary 
celebration. 
 
 Darin Langerud and Paul Moen presented an annual review for the North Dakota 
Atmospheric Resource Board.  County Board members in attendance were Orville 
Hellandsaas, Eldean Flynn and Rodney Cross. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko,  and carried to approve the following 
bills: 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for the former Redwing Township Hall 
property.  Bids submitted were:  Harry J. Bredwick, $25600 and Gertrude Turnquist, 
$505.00.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to accept the bid of 
Gertrude Turnquist.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all 
other bids. 
 
 David Johnson and John Holter reviewed the acquisition of chip sealing 
equipment.  The City will issue the calls to bid. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Farmers 
Union Oil and Rolfson Oil.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Cross, seconded by 
Chinn, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Watford City Senior Citizens’ Board members Virginia Wehrung, Doris Johnson, 
Walter Hovet and Larry Dewhirst met with the Board regarding their 1997 budget 
request.  Due to unexpected costs, they asked that their budget request be restored to 
previous levels.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to amend this 
budget item from $3000 to $5000 for 1997. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to advertise for a vehicle for 
the Sheriff’s Department per the Sheriff’s specifications as presented.  Bid opening will 
be on February 4, 1997. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve the Jail Policy as 
presented. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed to the County Park Board at 4:00 pm, 
reconvening at 5:15 pm. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to execute construction and 
maintenance agreements  with and right of way certifications to North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for projects SC 2710(53), 7.391 miles of seal coat on 
Route 10 and SC 2755(51), 7.427 miles seal coat on Route 55. 



 
 The meeting was recessed until January 22, 1997, beginning at 9:00 am. 
 

January 22, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 7, 1997.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad, and Rolfsrud.  Absent was Commissioner 
Cross.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman informed the Board that the State is 
recommending a 4.1% increase for agricultural land valuations and reviewed pending 
legislation. 
 
 Mark Sovig, Tri-County Economic Development, met with the Board regarding a 
Housing Rehabilitation Program for low-to-moderate income rural county residents.  
Funding would be through a US HUD grant to the State.  The only cost to the county 
would be for required publications announcing the application process.  Moved by 
Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to adopt the following resolution:  
 Be it resolved that McKenzie County will act as sponsoring unit of government for 
the project titled McKenzie County Housing Rehabilitation to be conducted during the 
period July 1, 1997 through December 31, 1998, and that Chairman Mjelstad is hereby 
authorized to apply to the North Dakota Office of Intergovernmental Assistance for 
funding this project on behalf of McKenzie County. 
 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed the organized township road maps 
with the Board.  Mileages need to be double-checked before determining the mileage 
for billing to the townships. 
 
 Sherman Sylling, McKenzie SD #1 Superintendent, and Gene Veeder, McKenzie 
County EDC reviewed with the Board the progress on the Technology project. 
 
 Frederick and Kit James met with the Board concerning use of a road through 
their property to state and federal land.  State’s Attorney Johnson and Sheriff Larson 
were also present. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve a raffle permit for 
Pheasants Forever. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, various funds now on record have become dormant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, various other funds have only annual or quarterly activity; and 
 



 WHEREAS, the County Auditor and the County Treasurer are working to 
streamline the County’s accounting system, making recommendations to the Board to 
accomplish the same;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following funds be discontinued: 
State Inheritance, State Leasing, Redwing Township, School District Interest and 
Sinking, Advertising, Aircraft Registration, Sprayer Aircraft, Private Redemption, County 
Redemption, County Superintendent’s Contingency, Northwest Human Resource 
Center, Leafy Spurge and Community Service Worker’s Compensation;  
 
 AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that current balances be transferred to the 
General Fund as follows:  Advertising, $141.23; County Superintendent’s Contingency, 
$1,367.29; Northwest Human Resource Center, $438.39;  
 
 AND, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following funds be combined into a 
single “Intergovernmental Revenue Fund”:  Bankhead-Jones Distribution, County 
Equalization, Flood Control, Oil & Gas Production, Personal Property Replacement, 
Federal Revenue Sharing, Township Road District and Homestead Credit. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve the following 
Board appointments:  Job Development Authority:  Denton Zubke, Ronald Anderson, 
Jim Pojorlie, and Richard Cayko (Commission member), terms expiring December 31, 
1999; Library:  Dorothy Reil, term expiring January 1, 2000; School Reorganization:  Jim 
Jacobson and Curtis Sorenson, terms expiring January 1, 2000; Vector Control, Tim 
Christianson, term expiring 2002; Upper Missouri District Health Unit: Orville Mjelstad, 
term expiring January 4, 1999; Tri-County Economic Development:  Richard Cayko, 
term expiring January 1, 2001; Housing Authority:  Larry Dewhirst, term expiring 
October 1, 2001. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the request of 
McKenzie County Bank to list the Courthouse as an alternate site for a command center 
in the event of a disaster, with County business having priority over bank business. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned.   

February 4, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 4, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to approve the following bills: 



 
 Tom Hanson, Acting District Director, ND Extension and Dale Naze met with the 
Board to review the initiatives being presented to the Legislature. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed at 10:30 a.m. to become the McKenzie 
County Park Board, reconvening at 11:25 a.m. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed several pending legal matters. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a Sheriff’s Department vehicle as 
follows:  S & S Motors, 1997 Explorer, cash price, $25,725.00, trade allowance on the 
1993 Crown Victoria, $6,315.00 for a net bid of $19,410; Heggens, 1997 Blazer, cash 
price, $25,496.00, trade allowance on the 1993 Crown Victoria, $3,996.00 for a net bid 
of $21,500.00.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to accept the bid of S 
& S Motors.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with the following submitting bids:  
Farmers Union Oil Company, Rolfson Oil Company and Independent Farmers Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to accept the bid of 
Farmers Union for diesel fuel at all locations and the bid of Rolfson Oil for gas at all 
locations.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Jayson Lund requested the County’s authorization to install an anhydrous 
ammonia storage tank at his office location in SW ¼, T150N, R98W (IT #1425).  Moved 
by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross and carried to authorize this installation. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed Road Department matters.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross and carried to bill road maintenance to the townships for 
the township miles which have been determined to be routinely maintained, including 
snow plowing. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross and carried to approve the raffle permit 
application presented by the McKenzie County Archery Club. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until March 4, 1997, beginning at 9 a.m. 

 
March 4, 1997 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 4, 1997.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 



 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross and carried to approve the following bills:  
 
 Dale Karpyak reported on the Veterans Memorial Building. 
 
 Jeff Roel, Williston Basin Resource Conservation and Development Council 
Coordinator, reviewed the Council’s recent activities and planned projects. 
 
 Joe Weber and Courtney Hayes, City of Alexander, met with the Board regarding 
hiring of County crews to help with street maintenance.  It was decided to continue at 
the hourly rate for cities. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners  and Auditor Olson were guests of the Watford City 
Senior Citizens Center for noon lunch and viewed the Center’s new bus. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened with bids submitted by Farmers Union and Rolfson Oil.  
Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to accept the bid of Farmers Union 
for diesel fuel at all locations, and the bid of Rolfson Oil for unleaded gas at all locations.  
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to ratify the following 
resolution which was approved by telephone poll on February 27, 1997: 
 

DECLARATION OF SNOW REMOVAL EMERGENCY 
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County experienced almost constant drifting of roads 
during the period January 1, 1997 through January 31, 1997, causing road crews to put 
in many more than usual hours to keep roads passable; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this work was necessary to minimize threats to the health, well-being 
and public safety of the citizens of McKenzie County and to maximize access to health 
services and schools; and 
 
 WHEREAS, more than the usual moneys have been expended to date from the 
Road and Bridge budget;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners declares that a state of emergency existed during the period January 1, 
1997 through January 31, 1997; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that McKenzie County make application to the ND 
Division of Emergency Management for such funds as may be available to assist 
McKenzie County in this emergency. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve a raffle permit for 
the Watford City Livestock Association on receipt of further information from the 



Attorney General’s office. 
 
 Moved by Cross seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve a raffle permit for 
Yellowstone School District #14. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson updated the Board on several matters. 
 
 Jim Ward presented the 1996 report for the Landfill. 
 
 John Holter reported on Road Department activities. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $139,842.77 from Northern Improvement 
received in the bid opening of February 14, 1997, for Projects SC 2710(53) and SC 
2755(51) was the low bid received; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Northern Improvement the contract for Projects SC 
2710(53) and SC 2755(51) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign 
said contract.  
 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which are not 
collectible from  the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to void the off-sale beer and 
Sunday sales permits previously issued to Madeline Miller and to issue a full refund as 
Mrs. Miller will not have the concessions at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area this 
summer. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to advertise for bids on cutting 
edges, culverts, bridge lumber and gravel and scoria crushing, with opening on April 15, 
1997. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until April 1, 1997, beginning at 9:00 a.m. CST. 
 

April 1, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 1, 1997.  All Commissioners were 



present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the minutes of 
the March 4, 1997 meeting as written. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to correct the legal 
description of the Lund office reported in the February 4, 1997 minutes to read “IT 
#1150, part of NWNE, Section 21, TWP 150 N, RNG 98W”. 
 
 Commissioner Cross left the meeting at 9:45 am, returning at 11:10 am. 
 
 Moved by Cayko,  seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the following 
bills: 
 
 
 Dale Patten, President of the County Fair Board, reported on the Multi-Purpose 
Building project. 
 
 Spike Thompson, District Forest Ranger, briefed the Board on the Grasslands 
Plan revision and other related matters. 
 
 Scott Buxbaum and Daryl Flagen, East Fairview Elementary School, reported 
that the water main serving the school may be included in the West Fairview project, 
which would be a large cost savings.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried 
that up to $28,000 previously committed as a grant match be allowed for this project. 
 
 A delegation met with the Board concerning restrictive load limits from two gas 
plants in the County.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to adopt the 
following variance to the Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and 
the west four miles of County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s McKenzie gas plant to the 
Montana line):  All vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A 
gross vehicle weight restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour.  
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Rolfson Oil, Farmers Union, and Independent 
Farmers Oil.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to accept the bid of 
Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and 
carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

DECLARATION OF FLOOD DAMAGE EMERGENCY AND DISASTER 
 



 WHEREAS, McKenzie County suffered damage to roads, bridges, culverts, 
farmlands, homes, businesses, and other public facilities caused by excessive spring 
runoff and ice jamming on the creeks and rivers of the County; and 
 
 WHEREAS, timely cleanup and repairs were necessary to minimize threats to 
the health, well-being and public safety of the citizens of McKenzie County and to 
maximize access to health services and schools; and 
 
 WHEREAS, more than the usual moneys have been expended to date from the 
Road and Bridge budget;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of McKenzie County 
Commissioners declare that a state of emergency and disaster exists in McKenzie 
County; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that McKenzie County make application to the ND 
Division of Emergency Management for such funds as may be available to assist 
McKenzie County in this emergency. 
 
 Mark Luther and Kirk Jorgenson, of Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson, gave a 
presentation on Geographic Information Systems. 
 
 Jerry Beck briefed the Board on the recent flood emergency and on the Risk 
Management program. 
 
 A delegation from the Watford City Senior Citizens met with the Board to request 
that funds previously committed for another program be allowed toward the purchase of 
an escort car, which would be used instead of the bus when only one or two persons 
need transportation.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to allow this 
use of the previously committed $3000.00. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the raffle permit 
application of the Grassy Butte PTO. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to cast the County’s vote for Richard 
Bendish for the “County” seat on the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Board.  Voting 
aye:  Chinn, Cayko, Mjelstad; voting nay:  Rolfsrud, Cross; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to distribute the Bankhead-
Jones receipts as follows:  for Townships, taxable value times mill levy times 2; for 
Schools, the larger of taxable value times mill levy times 2 or $350 per resident student; 
balance to Road & Bridge.  This year’s distribution was $1,243,421.74. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until April 15, 1997, at 9:00 a.m. CDT.  
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at 



the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 15, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Gene Veeder met with the Board to discuss comments he and Dale Naze have 
been forwarding to the Grasslands Plan Revision Team. 
 
 John Holter and David Johnson met with the Board regarding used bridge beams 
the City of Watford City would like to purchase.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross 
and carried to exchange the four used bridge beams for engineering assistance on a 
possible water project in East Fairview.  
 
 The Board recessed to become the County Park Board at 10:30 a.m., 
reconvening at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Culvert bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded 
by Cayko, and carried to accept the bid of Johnston Fargo Culverts for steel pipe.  
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bid of North Dakota 
Concrete Products for concrete pipe and box culverts.  There were no other bids. 
 
 Cutting edges bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Cross, 
seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bid of Tractor and Equipment.  There 
were no other bids. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to appoint Jacob Damm to a 
three year term on the Job Development Authority Board. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to ratify the Sunday permit to 
the Watford City Golf Club. 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to contribute $75.00 toward 
the North Dakota County Commissioners Association fund to promote the election of 
Roger Chinn as Second Vice-President of the Western Interstate Region of the National 
Association of Counties. 
 
 Crushing bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by A & G 
Construction, Balfour and Big Valley Gravel Supply, Bismarck.  Moved by Cross, 
seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bid of A & G Construction.  Moved by 
Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Bridge lumber bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bid of Hill Materials Company.  There 
were no other bids. 
 
 Keith Winter briefed the Board on the legislative history of the Grasslands and 
public lands acquisition and use.  There was general discussion of how best to respond 
to the coming draft revision of the Grasslands plan. 
 



 Gary Petik, McKenzie Forest Service District, outlined proposed projects on the 
Grasslands and requested that the Board allow additional money from grazing fees to 
be used.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to allow an additional 
10% (10 per cent) of grazing receipts to stay in the County for 1997 Conservation 
Practices projects. 
 
 Curt Glasoe, Acting Forest Engineer from the Dickinson office of the Custer 
Forest presented Gene Gunderson a plaque in appreciation for the road crew’s good 
job on the River Road project.  Mr. Glasoe requested assistance with additional road 
projects, presented an updated Forest Development Road Cooperative Agreement, and 
reviewed the progress and plans for the Maah Daah Hey Trail. 
 
 There was further discussion of the opening for Veterans Service Officer/Disaster 
Emergency Services Director/Risk Manage-ment Coordinator.  After reviewing the 
letters of application and resumes, it was decided to interview three applicants next 
Tuesday, April 22, 1997. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to sign the Federal 
Equitable Sharing Agreement per Sheriff Larson’s request. 
 
 The meeting recessed until April 22, 1997, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

April 22, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 22, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Purpose of the meeting was to interview three applicants for the position of 
Veterans’ Service Officer/Director of Emergency Services/Risk Management 
Coordinator. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried to offer the position to Jerry 
Samuelson, with a starting date of May 15. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to consent to U.S. West 
Communication’s request to cross a road between Section 1, T151N, R102W and 
Section 6, T151N, R101W. 
 
 On motion the meeting was adjourned until May 6, 1997. 
 

May 6, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 6, 1997.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 



 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the April minutes 
as written. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 Les Riveland, General Manager, Roughrider Grain Company, requested the 
Board’s approval as part of the application for an anhydrous storage facility site license.  
Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the siting at the 
company’s elevator facility in Alexander. 
 
 Gene Veeder, Ray Hinz and Linda Svihovec updated the Board on the 
technology planning for the Courthouse. 
 
 Jerry Bergman, Agriculture Research Station, Sidney, presented information on 
the planned Ernie French Center at Williston.  Funding must be completed by May 9, 
1997 and is only $16,000.00 short at this time.  The Center will be a center for 
agricultural based technology transfer, education and research, serving western North 
Dakota and eastern Montana.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to 
contribute $5,000.00 to this project. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the resignation of 
DonnaLou Sanford as Register of Deeds effective June 15, 1997,  and to thank her for 
her years of service to McKenzie County. 
 
 Gene Veeder introduced a Rotary-sponsored group from Japan that is visiting 
Watford City for a few days. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and 
carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Cross, 
seconded by Chinn, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to appoint Ann Johnsrud to 
the office of Register of Deeds effective June 16, 1997. 
 
 A delegation met with the Board regarding the condition of Routes 27 and 38.  
The County Engineer is working on a closer source of surfacing materials.   
 
 Landfill Operator Jim Ward requested a Saturday opening for spring cleanup and 
a four wheeler with utility cart for clean up outside the landfill.  Both requests were 
approved. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to execute the construction 



and maintenance agreement and right of way certification for Project BRO 27(17), a 
structure one mile east of Cartwright. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until June 3, 1997, beginning at 9:00 A.M. 

 
June 3, 1997 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 3, 1997.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Commissioner Rolfsrud reported on the Tribal Water Quality Standards hearing 
which he attended. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Barbara Bauman, Director of Tax Equalization, met with the Board in their 
capacity as County Board of Equalization.  No public appeared for the hearing.  
Changes were reviewed and explained.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and 
carried to accept the Tax Director’s recommended valuation changes. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 Gene Veeder, Ron Anderson, Denton Zubke and Jacob Damm met with the 
Board to review the Centers for Excellence in Rural America project.  McKenzie County 
has been chosen for a pilot 5 year program. 
 
 Jess Ann Knutson, Steve Volesky and Curt Glasoe met with the Board to discuss 
the Cooperative Agreement between the Forest Service and the County and to review 
the Schedule of roads.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve 
the Forest Development Road Cooperative Agreement. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to accept the bid of 
Farmers Union Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, 
and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, Risk Management Coordinator, discussed Workers’ 
Compensation paper work with the Board and requested funding for a computer for the 
combined Veterans’ Service/Disaster Emergency Service/Risk Management office, 
which was allowed. 
 
 LeMoine Hartel met with the Board regarding a crossing on North Fork Creek. 



 
 Larry Novak and Joe Weber met with the Board on behalf of the Alexander First 
Responders.  They need to relocate their vehicles and equipment.  A building is 
available.  Purchase and renovation are estimated at $22,000.  The City of Alexander 
has agreed to fund utilities and insurance.  County funding was tabled for further 
discussion. 
 
 Ray Gilstad and Paul Linseth met with the Board for a discussion of Weed 
Control administration and procedures.  The Board will be meeting tomorrow morning at 
10:00 a.m. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve a site authorization 
at the Big Opening for The Tetons Boosters. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to authorize Tax Director 
Bauman to donate 3 working days to the Counties Helping Counties program as 
assistance in the Red River Valley. 
 
 Concerns of the Golden Valley School Board regarding Bankhead-Jones 
payment distributions were discussed.  Commissioner Chinn will contact Representative 
Drovdal and attend any meetings that are set up. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn, and carried to appoint Dale Naze as 
County Pest Coordinator and execute a grasshopper control agreement with the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation and to execute a construction agreement for 
Project No. SRF 27(19) on behalf of Watford City. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to execute gravel royalty 
agreements with Helen Martell Kane, Mary Patricia Martell Jones, Dora Jane Brockway, 
Alice M. Miller, Mary Ann St. Cloud, Antonia Clare Cammarole, Timothy Augustine 
Tattu, Vincent Charles Tattu and David Anthony Tattu, for a pit in SWSW, Section 19, 
Township 151 N, Range 102 W. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until July 1, 1997, beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 
July 1, 1997 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 1, 1997.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried that the Pledge of Assets in 
the amount of $5,887,765.28 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North 
Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the 



Pledge of Assets in the amount of $5,156,730.53 filed by McKenzie County Bank, 
Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be 
approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,010,000.00 filed by BNC 
National Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in 
such bank be approved; and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,226,360.44 
filed by Dakota West Credit Union, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of 
County funds in such bank be approved, and that the same financial institutions be 
designated as depositories for County funds. 
 
 Other department heads joined the meeting for the election of the County 
delegate to the North Dakota Association of Counties.  Linda Svihovec nominated 
Nancy Wisness, seconded by Harold Rolfsrud.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, 
and carried that a unanimous ballot be cast for Wisness. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Bea Allen met with the Board regarding the damage being done to the road along 
Beaver Creek. 
 
 A delegation from Twin Valley Township met with the Board regarding the 
condition of the bridge on Tobacco Garden Creek one mile south of ND 1806.  Traffic 
has been going around the “Road Closed” signs.  Consensus to fence across road until 
a low-water crossing can be built. 
 
 Vira Stenehjem, Dennis Omvig, and Roger Altenburg, Northwest Human Service 
Center, gave an informational presentation on the Center’s programs, including an 
Outreach office in Watford City.  They would like any ideas on possible new services or 
clients. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the following 
bills: 
 
 David Rolfson met with the Board regarding cattle guards and fencing on the 
road construction project near his place. 
 Ron Julson, Reservation Telephone Company, meet with the Board regarding a 
cable to be laid north from Carmen’s Store.  Elm Tree Township needs to be contacted. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to appoint the following 
Board members:  Weed Control-4 year term, District 1-Tim Cayko, District 4-Paul 
Linseth; Park Board-1 year term, Jack Kummer and Ray Mrachek; Water Board-5 year 
term, Leif Jellesed; Social Services Board-3 year term, Charles Aasen; NW Human 
Service Center Advisory Committee-2 year term, Morris Cross and Della Braaten. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to grant a special permit to 
Dudley’s Lounge for July 12, 1997. 



 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve cattle guard 
permits for David Rolfson and Jim Moberg. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to issue a Quit Claim Deed 
to Annie Stubbs for Lot 1 Block 7, Corbett’s First Addition to East Fairview, North 
Dakota. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $139,362.50 from Franz Construction 
received in the bid opening of June 20, 1997, for Project BRO 27(17) was the low bid 
received, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners 
of McKenzie County will award to Franz Construction the contract for Project BRO 
27(17) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 
 IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD that the County shall reimburse the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which 
are not collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
 Fuel bids from Rolfson Oil and Farmers Union Oil were opened.  Moved by 
Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company.  
Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on meetings regarding the Little Missouri River.  A 
court case has determined that the Little Missouri is not a navigable stream.  Moved by 
Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to allow adjacent landowners along said river to 
add river bed acreage to their parcels in accordance with the 1905 survey in 
accordance with the ruling in Board of University and School Lands v. United States, 
972 F. 2nd 235 (8th Cir. 1992); True and Full Value per acre to be $10.00. 
 
 Larry Novak and Joe Weber, representing the First Responders Unit in 
Alexander, reported on the progress of the building project.  Moved by Cross, seconded 
by Rolfsrud, and carried to commit $10,000 to the project contingent on the Unit’s 
raising of the balance of the funds required. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until August 5, 1997, beginning at 9:00 a.m. CDT. 
 

August 5, 1997 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 5, 1997.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the minutes of 
the previous meeting as written. 
 
 Linda Svihovec, Barbara Bauman, Ann Johnsrud and Lanae Roos presented 
information regarding salaries for elected and appointed officials, their deputies and 
staffs.  Ann Johnsrud reviewed current computer technology available for use in  the 
Register of Deeds’ office. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed the past month as Veterans Service Officer/Disaster 
Emergency Services Coordinator/Risk Management Coordinator.   
 
 Lynn Wold, Twin Valley Township Chairman, met with the Board regarding a 
bridge replacement.  Twin Valley will share in the cost.  The bridge needs to be closed 
off immediately to limit liability. 
 
 McKenzie Electric was granted permission to trench and repack, rather than 
bore,  a section of County road near Floyde Syverson’s to install underground cable. 
 
 The Watford City Golf Course treated the Board of Commissioners, Park Board 
commissioners Kummer and Mrachek and Auditor Olson to lunch at the Golf Club in 
appreciation of the County’s contributions to their program. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn, and carried to authorize Mark Koeser to 
negotiate for and obtain easements and gravel/scoria agreements and to settle damage 
claims and to ratify same as were previously executed. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil 
Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, 
and carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Jim Ward, County Landfill Operator, reviewed the cost of operations for the past 
year.  No rate increase is needed at this time. 
 
 Jody Renbarger, West Plains Insurance, presented renewal information from 
North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund for the County’s liability, auto and inland marine 
coverage. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the following 
bills: 



 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to accept the offer of Jack 
Wilburn for Lots 32, 33, and 34, Block 1, Schell and Jarland Addition to Watford City; 
offer of $1500.00 being the minimum previously set by the Board. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until August 20, 1997, beginning at 9:00 am CDT. 
 

August 20, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 20, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Curt Glasoe, Forest Service, met with the Board regarding surfacing needs for 
the old CCC campground which is being rebuilt.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by 
Rolfsrud, and carried to execute Project Work Agreement #38 for gravel and scoria. 
 
 John Evanson and Mark Sovig, Tri-County Economic Development, met with the 
Board to complete a Needs Assessment required for the County’s applications for 
Community Development Block Grants.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and 
carried to adopt a policy prohibiting use of excessive force by law enforcement officials 
against individuals engaged in non-violent civil rights demonstrations.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to establish a checking account with First 
International Bank, Williston, through which Mr. Evanson will administer the recently 
awarded Housing Rehabilitation Grant. 
 
 Rob Olson, personally and on behalf of Grail Township, met with the Board and 
John Holter to discuss re-alignment of a road in his area which would eliminate 
cattleguards and culverts. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the resignation of 
Vonnie Johnson from the Upper Missouri District Health Unit Board and to appoint 
Tanjia Wold to complete the term which expires January 1, 1999. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to advertise for bids for 1 
single axle truck with sanding and snow removal equipment, trading Unit #6,  and for 
one backhoe, trading the 1981 AC backhoe; bid opening to be October 7, 1997. 
 
 Throughout the day the Board had reviewed and discussed the budget requests 
as presented by the various departments and boards of the County.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to publish the requests as the preliminary 
budget and to hold public budget hearings on September 9, 1997. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until September 2, 1997, beginning at 9:00 am CDT. 
 

September 2, 1997 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 2, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Woodie Watson met with the Board regarding dirt work along the Lone Butte 
Road project last year. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed the past month in his departments and informed the 
Board of meeting dates. 
 
 Nancy Wisness informed the Board that she had been asked to monitor a home 
school.  McKenzie County SD #1 will pay her mileage and reimburse the County for her 
time. 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve the raffle permit 
application from Blue Buttes Fun Days Committee. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to adopt an addendum to the 
Personnel Policy which was effective August 1, 1993 barring the use of profanity on the 
County radio and in the workplace. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened from Farmers Union Oil and Rolfson Oil Company.  
Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to accept the bid of Farmers Union 
for fuel at all locations and for unleaded gas at Cartwright and to accept the bid of 
Rolfson Oil Company for unleaded gas at the Watford City shop. 
 
 Dennis Edward Johnson met with the Board in his capacity as legal counsel to 
discuss pending cases. 
 
 Rich Carrier, Coates Field Service, Inc., met with the Board to discuss the 
proposed Dakota Gasification C20 line and to obtain consent for the utility to cross 
County roads by boring.  Tabled. 
 
 Engineer John Holter updated the Board on the various projects around the 
County. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until September 9, 1997, beginning at 9:00 A.M. 
 

September 9, 1997 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 9, 1997.  All 
Commissioners were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to consent to proposed public 
road crossings as presented for Dakota Gasification Company and authorize the 
Chairman to sign same. 
 
 No public appeared for the public budget hearing.  Several department heads 
and boards appeared to review their budgets.   Final budget decisions were tabled until 
September 16. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to form an accident 
investigation committee as part of the Risk Management Program consisting of 
Custodian Dick Fischer, County Engineer John Holter, Weed Board member Tim Cayko 
and the Board of Commissioners Chairman, currently Orville Mjelstad. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until September 16, 1997, beginning at 9:00 A.M. 
 

September 16, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 16, 1997.  All 
Commissioners were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 John Holter and Jerry Samuelson reviewed a flood control project. 
 
 The balance of the morning was spent discussing and establishing some basic 
guidelines on salaries.   
 
 The Board recessed at noon for lunch and to allow Commissioners to attend a 
funeral.  Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud re-convened at 3:00 p.m., 
Commissioner Cross having been called away on an emergency. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1998 

  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of August, 1997, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 1998, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 27th day of August, 1997, together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 9th day of September, 1997,  



 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 1998 through 
December 31, 1998, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried that the following resolution 
be adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1998 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of August, 1997 set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
1998, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on August 27, 
1997, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 9th 
day of September, 1997, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
9:30 o’clock a.m., and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 1998 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 1997 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $705,255.61 
to be divided and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District 
Road funds as follows: 
 
   County General Fund    $           0.00 
   County Human Services Fund $248,882.03 
   County Road & Bridge Fund   $           0.00 
   Special Revenue Funds  $322,254.22 
   Unorganized District Road Fund $134,119.36 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until October 7, 1997, beginning at 9:00 am CDT. 
 

October 7, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 



Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 7, 1997.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the following 
bills: 
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed at 10:00 am for a County Park Board of 
Commissioners meeting, reconvening at 11:30 am. 
 
 Bids for a single axle truck cab and chassis were opened as follows:  Westlie 
Motors; standard transmission truck, cash price, $46,933 less trade allowance of $5,000 
for a net of $41,933;  automatic transmission, cash price $51,933 less trade allowance 
of $5,000 for a net of $46,933.  Nelson International; standard transmission, Series 
4000, cash price $44,014 less trade allowance of $8500 for a net of $35,514, Series 
2000, cash price $43,157.76 less trade allowance of $8,500 for a net of $34,657.76; 
automatic transmission, Series 4000, cash price $48,814 less trade allowance of $8,500 
for a net of $40,314; Series 2000, cash price $47,857.76 less trade allowance of $8,500 
for a net of 39,357.76.  Decision tabled until specifications could be reviewed. 
 
 Bids for a backhoe were opened as follows:  Tractor and Equipment Company; 
cash price for a 1998 426C Caterpillar of $69,400, net trade price of $59,984; RDO 
Equipment Company; cash price for a 1998 410E John Deere of $65,625, net trade 
price of 59,625.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bid 
of RDO Equipment with trade.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to 
reject all other bids. 
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved 
by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to accept the bid of Farmers Union for all 
fuels at all locations.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all 
other bids. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson and County Engineer Holter updated the Board on their 
respective departments. 
 
 Dennis L. Johnson and Norman Olson met with the Board to discuss drainage 
problems on a road near them.  John Holter and Mark Koeser to assess the area to 
determine what work might be needed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to purchase a Series 4000 
single axle truck with automatic transmission from Nelson International per their bid.  
Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to reject all other bids. 



 
 Joe Mrachek, Alexander City Councilman, and Jude Helling, Alexander Municipal 
Judge, met with the Board to discuss changes in the policing contract.  They were given 
other suggestions to take back to the full Council and further action was tabled. 
 
 Wayne Hokenson, Audit Director, Office of the State Auditor, presented the 
report on the 1996 audit recently completed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bid of $4,200 
from Dr. Gary Ramage for Lot 1, Block 1, Third Cherry Creek Addition to Watford City. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to authorize the Chairman 
to execute the Local Emergency Management Cooperative Agreement for federal 
funding. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to consent to Amerada-Hess’s 
proposal to cross a public road by boring a steel gas line in Section 6, Twp 150N, Rng 
95W, McKenzie County, North Dakota. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, to set the minimum sales prices for 
parcels taken October 1, 1997, as follows:  
  Lot 20, Block 15, Schafer--$10.00 
  Lots 7-12 inclusive, Block 2, Westlawn in Schafer Township--$50.00 
  Lot 9, Block 1, First Addition to City of Alexander--$805.00 
  Lot 10, Block 1, First Addition to City of Alexander--$245.00 
and set the hearing on such prices for November 4, 1997, at 10:00 pm CST. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to execute Construction and 
Maintenance agreements with the North Dakota Department of Transportation for 
Special Road Fund projects SRF 27(021) Sundheim Park/Fairview Lift Bridge Loop and 
SRF 27(022) Access to Grassy Butte Post Office Historical Site. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until November 4, 1997, beginning at 9:00 am CST. 
 

November 4, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 4, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn and carried to approve the following bills: 



 Joe Weber, Karen Dwyer and Jude Helling, representing the City of Alexander, 
met with the Board regarding the policing contract between the City and the County.  
Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to continue the rate at $1000.00 per 
month, the County take title to the car in exchange for two and one-half months service 
and drop the Unemployment Compensation and vehicle stipulations from the contract, 
effective January 1, 1998. 
 
 Thelma McIntire and Tax Director Barbara Bauman appeared for the hearing on 
abatement requests.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve 
the applications of McIntires and of Rudolph Stoveland. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve a gas pipeline 
request from Amerada Hess for a crossing on a road between Sections 5 and 6 in Grail 
Township.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to appoint Virginia Wehrung 
to a five year term on the County Housing Authority Board. 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and 
carried to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  
Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported on pending matters and on 
discussions regarding courtroom remodeling.  Most urgent needs are permanent 
attached seating and improved sound. 
 
 Engineer John Holter reviewed current projects.  The Board approved a 
computer purchase for the office and permanent full time status for Dan Neprash, 
beginning November 15, 1997 with the usual six months probation. 
 
 Gary and Kenny Rindahl and Ed Priddy requested road work in Township 145, 
Range 103.  The Forest Service will have to be contacted as half of the project crosses 
federal land.  Bear Paw Energy, Belle Fourche Pipeline and Burlington Resources will 
be contacted for possible contributions toward the project. 
 
 Clayton Moran met with the Board regarding repurchase of two lots in Alexander.  
His request for a contract for deed was denied. 
 
 Lanae Roos gave the Board information on the on-going discussions regarding 
the office of Clerk of Court.  Ann Johnsrud was also present. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried to cancel Treasurer’s Warrant 
number 12780 which had been replaced by Treasurer’s Warrant number 13099 under a 
Lost Check Affidavit. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to transfer $38,541.88 from 
the General Fund to the Memorial Building Fund, interest accrued to the Building Fund. 



 
 The meeting was adjourned until December 2, 1997, beginning at 9:00 a.m. CST. 
 

December 2, 1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 2, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 A delegation of department heads requested that the Courthouse be closed the 
afternoon of December 24 and all day December 26, 1997, December 25 being a legal 
holiday.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to grant this request. 
 
 Information was presented on health insurance plans and coverages.  Moved by 
Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried to implement Blue Cross/Blue Shield’s 
CompChoice 100 for the coming year.   
 
 The treasurer’s report was accepted as presented. 
 
 Ann Johnsrud, Register of Deeds, presented information on a service contract 
through the Association of Counties that would support the coming changes to the 
UCC/CNS filings procedure.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to 
authorize the Chairman to execute this agreement. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the November 
meeting minutes as written. 
 
 Joan Wehrung met with the Board to discuss the abuse to animals around the 
county and lack of enforcement of the law.   
 
 Bill Faulkner, Loren Berwald and Dennis E. Johnson presented plans for 
additional display cases for the Veteran’s Memorial Building and requested funding.  
Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to pay for four lighted display cases 
and one display rack for clothing. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko and carried to approve the following bills: 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and 
carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Dennis Edward Johnson, State’s Attorney, advised the Board on several matters. 
 
 Gene Sloan, General Manager, and Don Ranum, Plant Manager of Reservation 
Telephone, Paul Wisness, RT Board, Dave Holte and Dwite Brew of  McKenzie Electric, 



Oscar Knudtson,  Watford City Fire Chief and Gene Veeder, County JDA, met with the 
Board to discuss the requirements for implementing an E-911 system in the County.  
Action was tabled until more information can be obtained. 
 
 John Holter, County Engineer, updated the Board on current projects and some 
of the preliminary work requirements for future projects. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on the activities in his three departments. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to appoint Lynette Norby to 
the Public Library board, a three year term expiring January 1, 2001. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to grant on-sale liquor, on/off 
sale beer and Sunday sales permits to the Eagles Aerie #3543. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
  

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, Article VII, Section 10, of the North Dakota Constitution provides that 
two or more governmental units, including counties and the State of North Dakota, may 
by agreement jointly exercise powers common to each; and 
 WHEREAS, NDCC 11-10-24 provides that the counties of North Dakota may 
establish an association for the purpose of sharing their duties and effectively 
coordinating the responsibilities of county government and that the North Dakota 
Association of Counties (“Association”) has been created for that purpose; and 
 WHEREAS, NDCC 54-40.3 authorizes counties to enter into joint powers 
agreements with other counties of North Dakota as well as with the State of North 
Dakota for the cooperative or joint administration of any power or function that is 
authorized by law to them; and 
 WHEREAS, each county of North Dakota is authorized, through the Board of 
County Commissioners, to control the finances of the county, including the purchasing 
of county assets and services, pursuant to NDCC 11-11-14(4), (8), (15) and other 
applicable provisions of law; and 
 WHEREAS, North Dakota Counties may contract for the mutual benefit of the 
counties and their citizens; and  
 WHEREAS, the creation and maintenance of a joint purchasing group among the 
counties of North Dakota for the purpose of coordinating and administering the 
acquisition of assets and services for North Dakota counties is both economically 
feasible, fiscally prudent and administratively practical; and 
 WHEREAS, as a member of the North Dakota Association of Counties, the 
Association is determined to have the ability to coordinate, contract for and manage 
joint purchasing of assets and services on behalf of the County, including joint 
purchasing with the State of North Dakota through the Office of Management and 
Budget and other collaborative efforts; and 



 WHEREAS, McKenzie County desires to obtain such joint purchasing benefits 
and become a participating member with other participating county members of the 
North Dakota Association of Counties under the terms of a Joint Powers Agreement 
among the counties for this purpose; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County 
Commissioners of McKenzie County hereby agrees to participate with the North Dakota 
Association of Counties in the Joint Powers Agreement for the purpose of coordinating 
and administering the joint purchasing of assets and services for the County. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners hereby 
acknowledges and certifies that the County intends to become a contracting party to 
and shall be bound by the terms of the Joint Powers Agreement Among the Counties of 
the State of North Dakota and that the Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners 
is hereby authorized to execute this Resolution as evidence that the County has entered 
into and agrees to be bound by the terms of such Agreement. 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be 
forwarded to the Executive Director of the North Dakota Association of Counties 
attesting that McKenzie County joins and ratifies the Joint Powers Agreement Among 
the Counties of the State of North Dakota as a contracting member and party to such 
agreement and is bound by its terms. 
 
 The chairman declared the meeting recessed until December 30, 1997, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 

December 30,1997 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota, on December 30, 1997.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to pay bills as presented. 
 
 Jim Ward presented information on Landfill expenditures for 1997.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to amend this department budget from 
$55,200 to $ 59,000 to cover expenditures associated with opening the new cell. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the raffle permit 
application of the Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept U.S. West’s 
proposal for a County road crossing in Randolph Township. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve the following 
beer and liquor licenses:  On/off sale beer and liquor with Sunday Sales  The Big 
Opening and Jerome F. Carr DBA The Long X Saloon; On/off sale beer, On sale liquor 
with Sunday Sales  Watford City Golf Club; On/off sale beer and wine with Sunday 
Sales  Roland & Judy Dahl DBA T.J.’s Pizza & Suds; Off sale beer with Sunday Sales  



Lorna & Burton Brown and Madeline Miller. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to authorize expenses for 
Commissioner Chinn to travel to the National Archives for research on the County’s 
royalty interests. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until January 6, 1998, beginning at 9:00 A.M. 
 

January 6, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 6, 1998.  Present were 
Commissioners Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Morris Cross, Orville Mjelstad and Harold 
Rolfsrud.  Mr. Garvey Rolla, Watford City, also attended the meeting. 
 
 Chairman Mjelstad called the meeting to order and called for nominations for 
Chairman for 1998.  Moved by Chinn and  seconded by Rolfsrud, to nominate Cayko.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Cross to nominate Mjelstad.  Voting for Cayko:  
Chinn and Mjelstad; voting for Mjelstad:  Cayko, Cross and Rolfsrud.  Mjelstad is 
chairman for 1998. 
 
 Chairman Mjelstad called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Cross to nominate Cayko.  All voting aye, Cayko is Vice Chairman for 
1998. 
 
 Darin Langerud and Paul Moen presented an annual review for the North Dakota 
Atmospheric Resource Board.  County Board members in attendance were Orville 
Hellandsaas and Eldean Flynn. 
 
 As part of his monthly report, Jerry Samuelson, with Gene Veeder, presented 
additional information on 911 services.  A vote will be required before this can be 
implemented. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the minutes of the 
December meetings as written and to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to designate the following 
depositories for County funds:  First International Bank, McKenzie County Bank, BNC 
National Bank and Dakota West Credit Union. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried that the Pledge of Assets in 
the amount of $5,743,187.28 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North 
Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the 
Pledge of Assets in the amount of $4,617,617.62 filed by McKenzie County Bank, 
Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be 
approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,660,000.00 filed by BNC 



National Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in 
such bank be approved; and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,303,574.56 
filed by Dakota West Credit Union, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of 
County funds in such bank be approved. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to pay the bills as 
presented. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to appoint David Sanford, 
Eugene Holen and Matt Iverson to the McKenzie County Job Development Authority, 
terms expiring December 31, 2000. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to appoint Donald Anderson 
to the McKenzie County School Reorganization Board, term expiring January 1, 2001. 
 
   Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried to appoint Carol Thompson to 
the Watford City Vector Control District Board, term expiring January 1, 2003. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn, and carried to accept the resignation of 
Gary Peterson from the Watford City Planning Commission and appoint Ross Sundeen 
to complete the term expiring June 30, 1999. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the Policing 
contract with the City of Alexander as amended and approved by the Alexander City 
Council. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and 
carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Cross, 
seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson presented the Board with information on the County’s 
royalty holdings and reviewed other matters pending. 
 
 Chairman Mjelstad declared the meeting adjourned until February 3, 1998, 
beginning at 9:00 a.m. CST. 
 

February 3, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 3, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the resignation of 
Ross Sundeen as the County representative on the Watford City Planning Commission. 
 



 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to appoint Kent Taylor to the 
County position on the Watford City Planning Commission, to complete a term expiring 
June 30, 1999. 
 
 Several department heads met with the Board to discuss technology 
requirements in the Courthouse. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed at 10:30 am to become the County Park 
Board, reconvening at 11:30 am. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written and the treasurer’s report as presented. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, in the past, funding County Social Services from a combination of 
State and County resources made it expedient to maintain separate funds for 
administration and programs, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, changes made by the 1997 Legislature have eliminated the need for 
this separate accounting,  
 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County Social Services Fund be 
renamed the County Human Services Fund and that the balance of $107,151.88 in the 
County Poor Fund be transferred to the County Human Services Fund. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the Memo of 
Understanding with the State Auditor’s Office for the 1997 audit. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve American Legion 
Post #29's request for site authorization at The Big Opening. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve raffle permit 
applications from Yellowstone SD #14, The Grassy Butte Community Club and the 
Watford City Archery Club. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to allow to Calvin Parrish 
one-half of monthly cell phone service, up to twenty dollars ($20.00) per month. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to set the cost of an off-sale 
wine only liquor license, including Sunday sales, at twenty-five dollars ($25.00). 
 
 Fuel bids were opened from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 



Company.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bids of 
Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and 
carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed several matters with the 
Board. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson presented the Jail Policies and Procedures for approval and 
to request a replacement vehicle for his department.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by 
Cross, and carried to approve the Policies and Procedures as presented.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to advertise for bids for a 1998 four wheel 
drive vehicle, bids to be opened March 3, 1998. 
 
 David Rolfson met with the Board and County Engineer John Holter to discuss 
the County’s policy regarding removal and replacement of fences by road construction 
projects. 
 
 Scott Swenson, David Sanford, Gary Thorson and Linda Svihovec, members of 
the Watford City Home Rule Charter committee, and Gene Veeder, McKenzie County 
JDA Coordinator, met with the Board to present information on the proposed one 
percent Watford City sales tax which will be on the June 9 City election ballot. 
 
 Jim Ward presented the Board the 1997 Landfill Operations report.  After review 
of the information, it was decided to increase the rate for compacted garbage by fifty 
cents ($.50) per cubic yard to a total of seven dollars ($7.00) effective June 1, 1998. 
 
 Tim Dwyer, Jr. met with the Board regarding a diking project for flood irrigation 
which would abut County Route #38W.  Additional information will need to be presented 
at the March meeting. 
 
 David Johnson, Watford City Engineer, informed the Board of the need for an 
Airport Authority Zoning Commission to comply with Federal regulations and qualify for 
Federal funding for the runway overlay project.  The consensus was to allow the City to 
organize this under the provisions of North Dakota Century Code 2-04-03(3). 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until March 3, 1998, beginning at 9:00 a.m. CST. 

March 3, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 3, 1998.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross and carried to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn, and carried to accept the application for 



abatement of taxes from Carl Schultz as it was approved by the Arnegard Township 
Board. 
 
 Dale Patten and Bill Bolken reported to the Board on the County Fair Board’s 
revenues and expenditures for 1997 and projected 1998.  They also reviewed proposed 
projects at the Fairgrounds and plans for the 1998 fair. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a Sheriff’s Department vehicle.  S & 
S Motors bid a 1998 Explorer at cash price, $24,475.00; trade allowance for 1987 
Chevrolet Caprice, $750.00; trade allowance for 1994 Ford LTD, $3,250.00; net price, 
$20,475.00.  OK Implement bid a 1998 Dodge Durango at cash price, $25,575.00; trade 
allowance for 1987 Chevrolet Caprice, $700.00; trade allowance for 1994 Ford LTD, 
$3,050.00; net price, $21,825.00.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to 
accept the bid of S & S Motors.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to 
reject all other bids. 
 
 Steve Ike, Doug O’Neill and Mike Knutson, representing AmeriTech GIS, LLC, 
demonstrated digital mapping and database systems using GIS which would have 
application for the County.  A number of county departments and community entities 
were also represented at this presentation. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and 
carried to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by 
Cross, and carried to reject the only other bid from Farmers Union Oil Company. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson discussed requests from rural fire districts for allocation of 
funds from the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund.  Jerry will get answers to 
some questions that were raised.  He also presented additional information on E-911.  
Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to put a measure on the June ballot 
for 911 services in the county. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve a raffle permit for 
the Keene Luther League. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the amendment 
to the Joint Powers Agreement for Election Services with Bowline Buttes SD #19 
increasing the cost to the School District by the per centage increase of the minimum 
wage. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve an off-sale only, 
wine only, liquor license for Madeline Miller. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to authorize the Chairman to 
execute the Construction and Maintenance Agreement with the State and the Right of 



Way certification for Project DPI 0036(004)272, a bridge on Tobacco Garden Creek. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to advertise for bids on April 
14, 1998, for culverts, cutting edges, bridge lumber and supplies and gravel and scoria 
crushing. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Rolfsrud to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County experienced a prolonged blizzard with constant 
drifting of roads during the period February 25, 1998 through February 28, 1998, 
causing road crews to put in many more than usual hours to keep roads passable; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this work was necessary to minimize threats to the health, well-being 
and public safety of the citizens of McKenzie County and to maximize access to health 
services and schools; and 
 
 WHEREAS, more than the usual moneys have been expended to date from the 
Road and Bridge budget;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners declares that a state of emergency existed during the period February 
25, 1998 through February 28, 1998; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that McKenzie County make application to the ND 
Division of Emergency Management for such funds as may be available to assist 
McKenzie County in this emergency. 
 
Voting aye:  Rolfsrud, Cayko, Cross & Mjelstad, voting nay, Chinn; resolution adopted. 
 
 Lesley Thompson, District Forest Ranger, updated the Board on the Grasslands 
Management Plan process.  Meetings will be held in Watford City on March 26 and May 
1.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson requested Executive Session to review a number of 
matters pending. 
 Representatives of trucking companies met with the Board regarding load 
restrictions.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to allow the following 
variance to the Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and the west 
four miles of County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s Grasslands Complex to the Montana 
line):  All vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A gross 
vehicle weight restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned until April 7, 1998, beginning at 9:00 am CST. 

 



April 7, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 7, 1998.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Cayko,  seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Paul Bauer, Tri-County EDC, presented the Northwest Ag Analysis and briefed 
the Board on other projects pending. 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners recessed to the County Park Board at 
10:30 am, reconvening at 11:45 am. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the raffle permit 
application from the Grassy Butte PTO. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to purchase ten pews from 
the Zoar Church for $2450, to be used as seating in the Courtroom. 
 
 Fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company were 
opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by 
Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter presented a list of proposed summer projects and 
several priorities were set.  It was decided to have a free day at the Landfill on May 2.  
An additional man will work that day.  There will be a four tire limit. 
 
 Ed Hall, Three Affiliated Tribes Business Council, and Ted Danks, Transportation 
Planner, met with the Board to discuss concerns with the County Roads within the Fort 
Berthold Reservation.  Topics of discussion were:  trading miles of maintenance for 
more efficient use of equipment, joint tourism promotions with special attention to the 
Lewis & Clark Trail in conjunction with the upcoming Bicentennial, and joint planning for 
911 emergency services.  Mr. Hall and Mr. Danks should work with the County Road 
Department to develop a proposal for maintenance.  Gene Veeder should be contacted 
regarding tourism promotions. 
 
 Dale Naze, County Extension Agent, proposed an agreement which would bring 
services under the Food and Nutrition Program to McKenzie County one day per week 
with very minimal cost to the County.  He is to bring a firm agreement to the Board’s 
May meeting for final consideration. 
 



 David Johnson and Denton Zubke, McKenzie County Water Board, presented 
information on the Rural Water Users System and on the irrigation projects being 
developed in the County.   
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson met with the Board to discuss the 
County’s royalty interests which were part of the compensation for lands sold to the 
federal government in the 1930's.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried 
to authorize the State’s Attorney to research the statute of limitations and to research 
the legal records in the Federal Court archives, using any required assistance, for a 
Natural Resources Inventory project. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried that McKenzie County seek 
permission from the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 9th Circuit to file an amicus brief in 
support of Churchill County, et al in the case of  Churchill County, NV et al v. Bruce 
Babbitt, et al and Sierra Pacific Power Company. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to authorize the Chairman to 
execute a Construction and Maintenance Agreement and Right of Way certification to 
the North Dakota Department of Transportation for Project DPI 0036(004)271, a 
structure on Smith Creek two miles north and 5 miles west of Trotters. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to join with the City of Watford 
City and the McKenzie County Fair Board to complete the street project on the south 
side of the Fairgrounds. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the Board has been approached on various occasions regarding E911 
services for McKenzie County, 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the question of adopting the excise tax permitted under Section 
57-40.6-02 of the North Dakota Century Code, which is a tax not to exceed One dollar 
($1.00) per month per telephone access line within McKenzie County for an initial period 
of six years, with the effective date of the tax to  be January 1, 1999; that said question 
be placed on the Primary Election ballot for June 9, 1998 before the tax is imposed by 
the effective date; and for the question on the ballot to contain language which will: 
  
 1.  State the maximum monthly rate of the proposed tax; and 
  
 2.  That the ballot be worded so that a “yes” vote authorizes imposition of the tax 
for an initial six year period; 
 
That if the excise tax is approved by the voters that the respective telephone companies 
doing business in McKenzie County collect that tax; 
 



That the County Auditor’s Office and the County Treasurer’s Office develop adequate 
procedures for the administration and collection of the tax, which shall include provision 
that the telephone companies that collect this tax be reimbursed for their actual costs of 
administration in the collection of the tax; and 
 
That the telephone companies that collect said tax pay the tax to the County within thirty 
(30) days after it is collected from the subscriber. 
  
 The meeting was recessed until April 14, 1998, beginning at 9:00 am. 

April 14, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 14, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 David Johnson, County Water Board, and Gene Veeder, County Economic 
Development Coordinator, presented a proposal that the County Water Board would 
build and operate an irrigation water intake with the County providing a portion of the 
capital for the project.  No action will be required until such time as the project is better 
developed. 
 
 Brian Reisenauer, Fisher Sand and Gravel, met with the Board to request a 
waiver of the State’s restrictions on the use of any County paved routes for materials 
hauling on the upcoming U.S. Highway 85 project.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by 
Cross, and carried to hold the State blameless for damages to County Route 10 from 
the Wahus pit east to ND Highway 23 if Fisher Sand and Gravel will give the County a 
letter accepting responsibility for damages, damages to be determined by the County 
Engineer.  Mr. Reisenauer reported later in the meeting that Fisher Sand and Gravel 
would not be able to give such a letter.  The Board will not waive any restrictions on 
County Route 10. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, Director of Emergency Services, and Deputy Sheriff Lloyd 
Clock informed the Board of work that has been done in the Sheriff’s office that will be 
useful for implementing E911 if approved in the Primary Election. 
 
 Bridge lumber bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the only bid which was from Hills Materials 
Company. 
 
 Gravel and scoria bids were opened per advertised notice.  Bids were submitted 
by A & G Construction, Aggregate Construction, Big Valley Gravel Supply and Susag 
Sand and Gravel.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to accept the 
bids of A & G Construction and Big Valley, and give John Holter and Mark Koeser 
authority to decide as each project comes up which contractor will do the job.  Moved by 
seconded by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 



 Culvert bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by 
Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bids of Johnston Fargo Culvert, the only bidder for 
metal culverts.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bids 
of North Dakota Concrete Products, the only bidder for concrete culverts. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to purchase two lots adjacent 
to the Cartwright shop to allow for additional storage space. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve amendments to the 
Joint Elections contracts with McKenzie SD #1 and the cities of Alexander, Rawson and 
Watford City. 
 
 Cutting edges bids were opened per advertised notice.  Bids were submitted by 
General Equipment & Supplies and by Tractor & Equipment.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the bid of Tractor & Equipment.  Moved by 
Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Brian Rebel of H.A. Thompson & Sons, and Dick Fischer met with the Board to 
discuss renewal of the County’s system maintenance agreement.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the proposal which includes coverage for the 
heat pumps. 
 
 Curt Glasoe, Jess Ann Knutson and Marvin Geise, McKenzie District Forest 
Service, and John Holter met with the Board to review Schedules A, B & C and to 
review 1998 construction plans for possible areas of coordination with County forces.  
There was discussion of being allowed to use federal funds for pre-construction 
archeological and NEPA studies.  Mr. Glasoe said he would approach North Dakota 
Department of Transportation Secondary Road division on this. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, and carried to distribute $1,711,757.06 in 
Bankhead-Jones funds as follows: 
for Townships, taxable value times mill levy times 2; for Schools, the larger of taxable 
value times mill levy times 2 or $350 per resident student; balance to Road & Bridge.  
The taxable values are to be adjusted by the 1997 agricultural increase of 5.1%. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until May 5, 1998, beginning at 9:00 am. 
 

May 5, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 5, 1998.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided.  Travis Christensen attended the morning 
session. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report as presented. 



 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

  Resolution in Support of Establishing Regional Forest Service Office in 
Dickinson, ND 

 
 WHEREAS, approximately 99% of National Grasslands in North Dakota are 
located in  
Western North Dakota; and 
 
  WHEREAS, BLM manages minerals underlying the National Grasslands and the 
State BLM office is located in Dickinson; and 
 
  WHEREAS, the public transportation system on the National Grasslands was 
constructed and is maintained and owned by County Government; and 
 
 WHEREAS, County Government through local fire districts provides fire 
suppression on the National Grasslands; and 
 
 WHEREAS, County Government through the Sheriff’s Department provides 
police protection on the National Grasslands; and 
 
 WHEREAS, County Government through local response teams provides 
emergency medical services on the National Grasslands; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the diverse multiple uses on the National Grasslands, grazing, oil 
exploration and production, recreation and tourism, have an immediate and direct 
financial impact on County Government, schools and our local economy; 
 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that to provide for a more harmonious working 
relationship between local County Government and Forest Service personnel, 
McKenzie County supports the establishment of the Regional Forest Service office in 
Dickinson, North Dakota. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to support a Family Nutrition 
Program in conjunction with North Dakota Extension Service and North Dakota 
Department of Human Services . 
 
 John Evanson, Tri-County Economic Development, explained the proposed 
Lebsock Welding Loan project.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried 
that McKenzie County act as the sponsoring unit for the project and that Chairman 
Mjelstad be authorized to execute all related documents. 
 



 Vira Stenehjem, Dennis Omvig, Beverly Wicklander and David Hance, NW 
Human Services Center, reported on the variety of services available through the 
Center.  The staff also works with Mercy Hospital’s addiction program, ND Job Service, 
ND Vocational Rehab and other agencies.  Mr. Hance is the new Business Manager. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to execute Project Work 
Agreement #39, sale of aggregate to the U.S. Forest Service. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS the bid in the amount of $164,076.90 from Dakota Bridge Builders 
received in the bid opening of April 17, 1998, for Project DPI 0036(004)272 was the low 
bid received, and 
  
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Dakota Bridge Builders the contract for Project DPI 
0036(004)272 and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the amendment to 
the County’s Joint Agreement with the City of Arnegard for election services. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by 
Cross, and carried to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for fuel at all 
locations and gas at Cartwright, and the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for gas at Watford 
City.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to advertise for bids for two 
(2) self-propelled scrapers, with opening on June 2, 1998. 
 Jerry Samuelson requested thirty minute parking zones next to the Handicap 
zones on the east side of the Courthouse, which was approved.  He also informed the 
Board of a Severe Weather Seminar which will be held May 12, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Courthouse. 
 
 The meeting was declared adjourned until June 2, 1998, beginning at 9:00 am 
CDT. 
 

June 2, 1998 



 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 2, 1998.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report as presented. 
 
 Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud presented information on an Imaging system 
which would enhance the storage and retrieval of documents in her office, and would 
have applications for other offices as well. 
 
 No public appeared for the County Board of Equalization.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Cayko, and carried to follow the State Tax Department’s guidelines of a 
5.1% increase in agricultural land values.  This increase is based on calculations from 
NDSU. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed a number of items from the Veterans Service Office 
and Emergency Management. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Fuel bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company 
were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried 
to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Cayko, seconded 
by Rolfsrud, and carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve a cattle guard 
permit application from James Leppell. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Cayko, and carried to appoint Dale Naze as 
County Pest Coordinator and execute a grasshopper control agreement with the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to execute a traffic safety 
contract for FY1998 (PHSP4029802-02-05) with the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation.  Under the contract, matching funds up to $1125.00 will be received 
toward the purchase of a radar unit. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS the bid in the amount of $197,040.65 from Martin Construction 
received in the bid opening of May 15, 1998, for Project DPI 0036(004)271 was the low 



bid received, and 
  
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Martin Construction the contract for Project DPI 
0036(004)271 and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed projects.  There was a discussion of 
current policies regarding fence removal.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and 
carried to increase the allowances for removing fence from $350 to $500 per mile and 
for replacing fence from $750 to $1050 per mile.  
 
 Bids for self-propelled scrapers were opened per advertised notice. Tractor and 
Equipment, Williston, bid as follows:  Cash price, 2-1998 627F models - $800,218.00; 
trade allowance for our Units #35 and #25 - 736,218; net trade price - $64,000.  Moved 
by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept this bid.  Voting aye; Chinn, Rolfsrud, 
Cayko and Mjelstad; voting nay; Cross; motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson and Sheriff Larson met with the Board to review 
pending legal matters. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until July 7, 1998, beginning at 9:00 am CDT. 
 

July 7, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 7, 1998.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried that the Treasurer’s report be 
accepted as presented and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $5,490,551.94 
filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of 
County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of 
$4,336,139.97 filed by McKenzie County Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure 
the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the 
amount of $1,660,000.00 filed by BNC National Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to 
secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; and that the Pledge of 
Assets in the amount of $1,386,250.15 filed by Dakota West Credit Union, Watford City, 
North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve the minutes as 



written. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the bills as 
listed. 
 
 Weed Board members Ray Gilstad, Paul Linseth, Donna Lewis, Tim Cayko and 
Phil Moen, and Weed Control Officer Terri Rindahl met with the Board for a discussion 
of the Weed Board’s policies, procedures and the scope of the Authority’s 
responsibilities. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, Lloyd Clock, John Holter and Gene Veeder met with the Board 
regarding the implementation of E911 and GIS mapping.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded 
by Cross, and carried to name Lloyd Clock as the E911 Coordinator for McKenzie 
County.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to establish an E911 Fund 
with a $10,000.00 (ten thousand dollars) transfer from the General Fund and to 
authorize a contract with Ameritech for base mapping to be paid from the General Fund. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for fuel for the month of July.  Bids were 
submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bids of Rolfson Oil for fuel at 
Watford City and gas at other locations and the bids of Farmers Union for fuel at other 
locations and gas in Watford City. 
  
 At this point, the Commissioners attended a demonstration of an imaging system 
presented by Information Systems Corporation in the Register of Deeds office.  
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to sell a parcel of land 
owned by the County in Alexander to Margaret and Charles Kelley. 
 
 Jeff Roel, Williston Basin RC & D Council, reviewed current and future projects 
with the Board. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter met with the Board to review projects.  Moved by 
Cayko, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to purchase a 25% share of a power broom 
with the City of Watford City. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed pending matters and projects. 
 
 Robert Olson and David Nelson met with the Board regarding road problems in 
their area.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to install cattle guards 
on County 14 in Section 5,  T150, R95. 
 
 Leslie Thompson, District Forest Ranger, met with the Board regarding the 
process of the Northern Plains Plan Revision. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to advertise for bids for one 
or more motor graders. 



 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve a scoria agreement 
with Ford Sims. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve a plan for indirect 
costs allocation for Human Services. 
 
 The meeting recessed until July 14, 1998, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

July 14, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 14, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 There was a general discussion regarding salary guidelines for the upcoming 
budgeting process. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that the Fairview Fire Department is helping to equip 
volunteers and provide a truck to be stationed at Cartwright.  Moved by Cayko, 
seconded by Cross, and carried to approve a budget contribution of $750 (seven 
hundred-fifty dollars) from the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund toward this 
project. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to appoint Raymond Mrachek 
and Lee Stevens to one year terms on the McKenzie County Park Board. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to appoint Leland Hall, 
Jerome Lervick and Orville Mjelstad to three year terms on the McKenzie County 
Human Services Board. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to appoint John Kirkland to a 
two year term on the Northwest Human Service Center Board. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to appoint Steve Meyer to an 
unexpired term on the McKenzie County Housing Authority Board, Larry Dewhirst 
having moved from the County. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to approve a gravel and rock 
agreement with Adolph Olsen. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until August 4, 1998, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

August 4, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 



Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 4, 1998.  All Commissioners were 
present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report and discussed “no-smoking” options for 
the Personnel Policy revision. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Cross, and carried to approve the minutes as 
written. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept the Treasurer’s 
report as presented. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that the emergency cell phones were being switched 
to CommNet.  He also reviewed the Risk Management report from the North Dakota 
Insurance Reserve Fund and the plans to correct deficiencies. 
 
 No public appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
budget. 
 
 The McKenzie County Weed Board, Weed Control Officer, several ranchers and 
representatives of the ND Game & Fish, US Corps of Engineers and Forest Service met 
with the Board to discuss Weed Control policies.  Consensus was that it is most cost 
effective to control leafy spurge now and that the policy should assist and encourage 
control on private lands, but that the ultimate responsibility is the landowner’s.  
Canadian thistle is also becoming a problem. 
 
 Thomas Erickson met with the Board briefly regarding his employment with the 
County. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to authorize the McKenzie 
County Tourism Bureau to accept federal funds for the Watford City Park District. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a number of projects.  Billings County is 
interested in co-oping with McKenzie County on the Natural Resources Inventory 
project.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to pay Keith Winter $300 
for his assistance in research for this project.   
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on road projects.   
 
 Deputy Lloyd Clock met with the Board to discuss the progress on the E-911 
implementation.   
 
 Human Services Director Sax met with the Board for a discussion of the Human 
Service budget for administration, programs and salaries. 



 
 City Engineer Johnson reported that the project by the Fairgrounds was 
completed.  Some additional work was required due to damage by the County’s 
scrapers.  Further discussion was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried to approve a scoria 
agreement with Don and Melva Zingleman. 
 
 Auditor Olson handed out copies of the budget requests from the various 
departments.  It was decided to meet again to review these before publishing a 
preliminary budget. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, and carried to appoint Gary Thorson to a 
vacancy on the Job Development Authority Board. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until Wednesday, August 12, 1998, at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

August 12, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 12, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
  As no fuel bids were received at the last meeting, vendors had been contacted 
to submit bids at this meeting.  Bids were opened from Farmers Union Oil Company and 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to accept 
the bid of Farmers Union for fuel at all locations and the bid of Rolfson Oil for gas at all 
locations. 
 
 Gene Gunderson met with the Board to discuss the work his crew had 
contributed to the street project by the Fairgrounds. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to adopt department 
requests as the preliminary budget with the following changes:  decrease Register of 
Deeds to $75,560; increase Sheriff to $242,950; decrease Water Board to $20,812. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Rolfsrud, and carried to pay $24,000 to the City of 
Watford City, the amount approved at the April meeting for the Fairgrounds street 
project. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:55 AM CDT.  Next meeting will be September 
1, 1998, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

September 1, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 



Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 1, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn and carried to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report as presented. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn and carried to approve the bills as listed. 
 
 Mayor Bill Bolken, John Hellandsaas, Gary Thorson and County Engineer John 
Holter met with the Board to discuss the street and road work done on the south side of 
the Fairgrounds.  Moved by Cross and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve paying $5000. 
of the $11300 cost of street repairs.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn, to 
amend the motion to paying one-half, or $5650.  Voting aye:  Rolfsrud, Chinn, Cayko; 
voting nay:  Cross,  the amendment carried.  On the amended motion, voting aye:  
Rolfsrud, Chinn, Cayko; motion carried. 
 
 Dave Montgomery and Angela Palmer met with the Board to explain dental and 
vision plans available through Blue Cross/Blue Shield.  Further discussion tabled until 
budget hearings.  Linda Svihovec also attended this presentation. 
  
 Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud explained to the Board storage options for the 
County’s filmed document records.  Pending review by State’s Attorney Johnson, a 
contract with Underground Vaults & Storage, Inc., Hutchinson, KS, was approved. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for motor graders.  Tractor and 
Equipment submitted a bid of :  cash price, $162,500; trade allowance, $137,500; net 
price of $25,000.  An extended 5 year warranty is available for an additional $2000 per 
machine.  Moved by Cross, seconded by Chinn, and carried to accept the bid for eleven 
160H motor graders. 
 
 Julie and Margaret Verplanke met with the Board regarding the cost of an 
abstract for lots the County is purchasing.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and 
carried to share the cost of the abstract. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil 
Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bid of 
Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and 
carried to reject all other bids. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on road projects.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to replace one of the snow wings for the 
motor graders. 
 
 David Johnson and Gene Veeder met with the Board to discuss the Elk-
Charbonneau Irrigation project. 
 



 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed various legal matters with the Board.  Moved 
by Chinn, seconded by Cross, and carried to execute a retainer agreement with the 
Johnson & Sundeen Law firm for work that is beyond the scope of duties of the State’s 
Attorney’s office. 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cross, and carried to issue a raffle permit to the 
Blue Buttes Fun Days committee. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until September 15, 1998, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

September 15, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 15, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Department heads and County Boards met with the Board throughout the day to 
discuss their departmental budgets. 
 
 David Sanford, Gene Pojorlie, Dennis E. Johnson and Ted Eschenko appeared 
at the public hearing to express concern that the mill levy not be increased.  The budget 
and levy processes were explained.  It was pointed out that not all the tax money paid to 
the County stays with the County.  The largest portion is passed on to schools, 
townships and cities, fire districts and Soil Conservation. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1999 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of August, 1998, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 1999, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 9th day of September, 1998, together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 15th day of September, 1998,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 1999 through 
December 31, 1999, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko, and carried that the following resolution 
be adopted: 
 



RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1999 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of August, 1998 set forth in budget form 
the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County 
office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 1998, 
and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
9, 1998, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 15th 
day of September, 1998, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
3:00 o’clock p.m., and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 1999 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 1998 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $761,856.77 
to be divided and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District 
Road funds as follows: 
 
 
   County General Fund    $           0.00 
   County Human Services Fund $258,023.13 
   County Road & Bridge Fund   $           0.00 
   Special Revenue Funds  $368,475.11 
   Unorganized District Road Fund $135,358.53 
 

October 6, 1998 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 6, 1998.  Commissioners present:  
Cayko, Chinn, Cross, Mjelstad; Commissioner absent:  Rolfsrud.  Chairman Mjelstad 
presided. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cross to approve the minutes of the 
September meetings with one addition; motor graders were to be purchased with 
extended warranty;  and to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Cross to approve the bills as listed.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 



 
 Watford City Council members Tim Christianson, Gary Thorson and Crystal 
Mulder and City Engineer David Johnson met with the Board to discuss the possibility of 
the City establishing its own Weed Control and receiving the City portion of the County 
Weed Levy revenues.  This will be explored further for legalities. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to appoint Robert Pederson to the 
State Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Cross to approve raffle permits for 
Yellowstone School District #14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve raffle permits for the Grassy 
Butte Volunteer Firemen and St. Ann’s Altar Society.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on activities with Veterans’ Service, Disaster 
Emergency Services, and Risk Management.   
 
 Fuel bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company 
were opened.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the Farmers Union 
bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Cross and 
seconded by Chinn to reject all other bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on the various road projects.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Cayko to advertise for bids on one or more tandem trucks with 
boxes, one single axle truck with box and one single axle truck-tractor.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Williams County Commissioner Larry Hanson and Williams County Sheriff Stan 
Lyson met with the Board to propose the formation of a Williams County Regional 
Juvenile Center Consortium which would be eligible to access funding that may not be 
otherwise available.  The Center currently provides services to McKenzie, Mountrail, 
Divide and Williams Counties.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cross to approve a 
Memorandum of Understanding for this cooperative venture.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 On recommendation from State’s Attorney Johnson, it was moved by Cross and 
seconded by Cayko to join Blue Cross/Blue Shield in its tobacco litigation suit.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko that the road between ND 1806 and 
County Route 43, lying between Sections 14 & 15 and 22 & 23, T153N, R97W, be 
declared a minimum maintenance road pursuant to North Dakota Century Code 32-
12.1-03(6).  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cross to set the minimum sales prices for 



parcels taken October 1, 1998, as follows:  
  Lot 3, Block 1, Third Add. to Watford City     900.00 
  S½SE¼SW¼ of Section 32, T152, R104, Yellowstone TWP   1,650.00 
  Lots 14 & 15, S 19' of Lot 16, Block 4, Sax Add. to Watford City  4,800.00 
All voting aye, motion carried. A hearing on these prices will be held at the November 
meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Cross to approve the Construction and 
Maintenance Agreements and Rights of Way certifications for Project BRO 27(16), a 
bridge near Charbonneau, and Project SC 2753(53), six miles of seal coat on County 
Route 53.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cross and seconded by Chinn to execute an agreement with the State 
Auditor’s Office for the 1998 compliance audit.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 The meeting was declared adjourned until November 3, 1998, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 

 
November 3, 1998 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 3, 1998. Commissioners were 
present:  Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad, Rolfsrud; absent, Cross.  Chairman Mjelstad 
presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Cayko to cancel the following list of outstanding warrants which have been reissued or 
turned over to Unclaimed Properties: 
 
Warrant Date 
or Check #             Payee Issued Amount 
12844 Mark Sullivan 6-27-96 $       1.51 
12847 Larry Nermyr 7-2-96 2.99 
13081 Khanom Ghanavatizadeh 7-3-97 3.00 
142667 Robert Mead 8-7-96 67.50 
147233 Phillip Moen 8-6-97 9.00 
148721 Amarjeet Singh 12-10-97 2.00 
149902 Horse Creek Fire Dist. 3-10-98 4,505.22 
150319 Horse Creek Fire Dist. 4-14-98 506.67 
151429 Comfort Inn, Minot 7-7-98 273.00 
21631 Paul S. Severson 8-4-98 966.44 
All voting aye, the motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to set a policy of no refunds for 
overpayments of fees and taxes that are less than $4.00.  All voting aye, the motion 
carried. 



 
 Jim Brownlee, North Dakota State Auditor’s Office, presented the report on their 
audit of the County for 1997.  Treasurer Svihovec also attended this presentation. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Equalization Director Bauman presented a list of omitted properties.  Moved 
by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to enter the following properties onto the tax rolls: 
 Parcel #23-00-12660 - IT 1555 Pt SWSW, Section 36, Township 153N, Range 
102W 
 Parcel #63-00-08700 - IT 623, 639 & 1703, Pt SWSW, Section 18, Township 
149N, Range 98W 
 Parcel #20-00-03100 - Building in IT 897, Pt SESE, Section 6, Township 150N, 
Range 98W 
 Parcel #20-00-03400 - New home in IT 1112, Pt SESE, Section 6, Township 
150N, Range 98W 
 Parcel #66-00-12110 - Rental in SE, Section 31, Township 151N, Range 99W 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on activities in his departments.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Cayko to execute a $5000 funding request from federal sources for 
Emergency Management.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Chinn to approve Hepatitis B vaccinations for three Social Services 
personnel and two maintenance personnel. All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Cayko to approve the bills as listed.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices set for tax deed 
property at the October meeting. 
 
 Rod Neer and Courtney Hayes, Alexander City Council, met with the Board to 
discuss the policing agreement between the City and County.  Sheriff Larson also 
attended.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to amend the contract price to 
$500 per month and change the renewal notice date to August each year.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  The contract will be considered by the Alexander Council at their 
December meeting. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded 
by Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  There were no other bids. 
 
 Engineer Holter reported that the Smith Creek structure was completed 
yesterday, the Hjalmer Olson structure has been approved by North Dakota Department 
of Transportation, and that the Sundheim Park project is completed as much as 



possible prior to the removal of the Nelson bridge.  Orrin Moe’s status was approved as 
regular full time. 
 
 David Johnson and Kent Taylor requested permission on behalf of homeowners 
in the Dahl subdivision to install a water main in the County’s right of way.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to allow an easement for a water line below 6 feet in 
the SW of Section 17, Township 150N, Range 98W, with property owners assuming 
responsibility for moving lines if required by the County at a future date.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Casey and Richard Theil and Dick Fischer met with the Board regarding the 
condition of the Courthouse’s roof.  Theils are to have a solid proposal ready for a late 
December meeting. 
 
 Gene Veeder and Auditor Olson presented a proposal developed with 
Department heads for establishing a Technology Coordination position to assist in day 
to day technology usage and the 911 and GIS databases.  It was the consensus of the 
Board to begin recruitment for this position.  Veeder and Olson will coordinate 
advertising and development of a job description. 
 
 Joyce Hovland met with the Board regarding the house she is renting which was 
taken by the County recently for unpaid taxes.  Action tabled until after the November 
17, 1998 sale when the property may be purchased. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson briefed the Board on the items he is handling at this 
time. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Clock met on some decisions that will need to be made 
regarding the structure of an advisory board and setting policies.  He suggested that the 
Board act as the Governing Board with an Advisory Committee of Fire Department 
officials and other responding units.  Final decision tabled until the December meeting. 
 
 Landfill Manager Ward informed the Board that the City of New Town has 
requested a bid from the County for tipping fees.  He was instructed to bid our present 
fees. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the transfer of beer and 
liquor licenses from The Big Opening to Ronald L. and Julia Brown.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cayko to execute a Quit Claim Deed to 
John and Barbara Bauman for Lots 2, 3, and 4, Block 3 of Corbett’s First Addition to 
East Fairview.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve assignments of pipeline 
petition from Cenex Pipeline Company to Cenex Pipeline, LLC.  All voting aye, motion 



carried. 
  
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to purchase shelving systems for the 
Auditor’s and Treasurer’s vaults from Haldeman-Homme, Inc.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until December 1, 1998, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 

 
December 1, 1998 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 1, 1998.  All Commissioners 
were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cross and seconded by Cayko to approve the bills as listed.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed at 10:00 AM to become the Board of Park 
Commissioners, reconvening at 10:50 AM. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to designate the Board of County 
Commissioners as the Governing Board for E-911 Services and to appoint the following 
to the 911 Advisory Committee:  Oscar Knudtson, Kerry Krikava, Daryl Vance, Jerry 
Samuelson, Colette Anderson and Richard Cayko. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Cross to approve a raffle permit for the 
Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolutions: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS the bid in the amount of $138,893.75 from Franz Construction 
received in the bid opening of November 20, 1998, for Project BRO 27(16) was the low 
bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Franz Construction the contract for Project BRO 27(16) 
and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 

RESOLUTION 



 WHEREAS the bid in the amount of $352,998.55 from Northern Improvement 
received in the bid opening of November 20, 1998, for Project SC 2753(53) was the low 
bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Northern Improvement the contract for Project SC 
2753(53) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
All voting aye, the resolutions were adopted. 
 
 Moved by Cross and  seconded by Chinn to approve the following beer and 
liquor licenses:  On/off sale beer, On sale liquor with Sunday Sales  Watford City Golf 
Club and Eagles Aerie #3543; On/off sale beer and wine with Sunday Sales  Roland & 
Judy Dahl DBA T.J.’s Pizza & Suds; Off sale beer with Sunday Sales  Lorna & Burton 
Brown.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cayko to call for bids for a Sheriff’s 
Department vehicle with opening on January 5, 1999.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Farmers 
Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Cross to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to reject all other bids.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for Road Department trucks.  The 
following bids were submitted. 
 For one or two tandem cabs with chassis, trading 1992 Ford tandems with boxes:  
Westlie Motor Company, Model LT9500-$68,080 less trade allowance of $32,500 for a 
net bid of $35,580; Nelson International, Model 9900SFA-$68,624.52 less trade 
allowance of $31,000 for a net bid of $37,624.52 and Model 2574- $63,473.96 less 
trade allowance of $31,000 for a net bid of $32,473.96. 
For a tandem cab, chassis and 5th wheel, trading a 1988 F2574 tandem with 5th wheel:  
Westlie Motor Company, Model LT9500-$67,620 less trade allowance of $15,500 for a 
net bid of  $52,120; Nelson International, Model 9900SFA-$67,548.21 less trade 
allowance of  $13,000 for a net bid of  $54,548.21 and Model 2574-$63,604.37 less 
trade allowance of  $13,000 for a net bid of  $50,604.37. 
For a single axle truck trading a 1982 single axle with box:  Westlie Motor Company, 
Model L7500 with manual transmission- $48,030 less trade allowance of  $9,200 for a 
net bid of  $38,830 and Model L7500 with automatic transmission- $52,841 less trade 
allowance of  $9,200 for a net bid of  $43,641; Nelson International, Model 4900 with 
manual transmission-$44,332.35 less trade allowance of  $8,500 for a net bid of  
$35,832.35 and Model 4900 with automatic transmission-$49,985.96 less trade 
allowance of  $8,500 for a net bid of  $41,485.96. 
Road Superintendent Koeser then took the bids to review for compliance with 



specifications. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reported that he and Mike Dollinger had attended a 
session on the updated Secondary Roads Manual.  The State will now pay for 
archeological inventories on Federal Aid projects but any required mitigation will be the 
responsibility of the County.  Under new procedures for SRF projects, the County will 
pay for the project and receive reimbursement from the State for the matching money.  
Future bridge projects were discussed.  
 
 Dale Garmann met with the Board to discuss the paving of a township road on 
the line between Sections 24 and 25, Township 150N, Range 99W.  No action was 
taken. 
 
 Mayor Bill Bolken, John Hellandsaas and David Johnson requested the County 
sponsor a grant application for the continuation of the City’s bike path.  With a 
population under 5000, the City is not eligible to apply on its own.  The match would be 
76% Federal, 24% City and 0% County.  They also discussed a street project which 
would move traffic better in the area of the grade school.  As most of the property in the 
project area is school property it would be difficult to put on a special assessment.  They 
requested in-kind assistance with the dirt moving.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Chinn to sponsor the City’s application for SRF grant funding.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  No action was taken on the dirt moving. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on several matters.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Rolfsrud that McKenzie County intervene in the Pasture 12 Environmental 
Assessment decision appeal for the benefit of McKenzie County’s residents and 
economy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bryan Cummins, Mayor of Fairview, Mt, and Brian Milne, Interstate Engineering, 
reported on the water project which included several hook-ups in East Fairview, 
including the school.  Due to replacing a failed well, the project went over funding.  As 
McKenzie County had made a grant to the project, they requested consideration of 
additional funds toward the overrun.  Action was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko left the meeting at 4:30 PM. 
 
 Mark Koeser reported back on the truck bids.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Cross to accept Nelson International’s bid of $41,485.96 (net) for a Model 4900 single 
axle truck with automatic transmission.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to reject all other bids for a single axle truck.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Decision on tandem trucks was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until December 29, 1998, beginning at 1:00 PM. 
 

December 29, 1998 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 29, 1998.  All 
Commissioners were present.  Chairman Mjelstad presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cayko to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Casey and Richard Theil and Dick Fischer met with the Board to discuss options 
for the Courthouse roof.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cross to hire Theils to 
install a ballasted gravel EPDM roof with exterior drains, pending approval of the 
installation by a structural engineer.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Chinn to contact Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson for the structural 
evaluation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Linda Svihovec and Debora Johnston, representing the Personnel Policy 
Revision committee, reviewed proposed changes and additions to the Personnel Policy. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Cross to approve the applications of Ronald 
L. & Julia Brown DBA The Big Opening for on and off beer and liquor sales including 
Sunday sales for 1999.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Madeline Miller and Frances Pasley met with the Board regarding liquor license 
renewals.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to issue Mrs. Miller off sale beer 
and off sale wine licenses including Sunday sales.  Voting aye:  Chinn and Rolfsrud; 
voting nay:  Cayko, Cross, and Mjelstad.  Motion failed. 
 
 Chairman Mjelstad turned the chair over to Vice Chairman Cayko at 4:30 and left 
for an appointment. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the applications of 
Jerome Carr DBA The Long X Saloon for on and off beer and liquor sales including 
Sunday sales for 1999.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cross to reappoint Eunice Christopherson and 
Elinor Sorenson to the School Reorganization Board, terms ending January 1, 2002; 
and Tanjia Wold to the Upper Missouri District Health Unit Board, term ending January 
1, 2004.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cross and seconded by Chinn to appoint Nancy Rolfsrud to the 
County Human Services Board  to complete the term of Maxine Swenson which expires 
July 1, 1999.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cross and seconded by Rolfsrud to execute a three year lease 
agreement with Upper Missouri District Health Unit for office space in the Courthouse.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The meeting was adjourned until January 5, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

January 5, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 5, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Cross, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud. 
 
 Auditor Olson called the meeting to order and called for nominations for 
Chairman.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to nominate Commissioner 
Cayko.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud that nominations cease and a 
unanimous ballot be cast for Commissioner Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko assumed the chair and called for nominations for Vice 
Chairman.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to nominate Commissioner 
Chinn.  Moved by Cross and seconded by Mjelstad that nominations cease and a 
unanimous ballot be cast for Commissioner Chinn.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Mjelstad that First International Bank, McKenzie County Bank, Dakota West Credit 
Union and BNC National Bank be designated as depositories for McKenzie County 
funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cross to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cross to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve an agreement with the 
City of Watford City for the purchase and maintenance of a power broom.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to table further discussion of a weed 
control agreement with the City of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cross to make the following board 
appointments:  Orville Mjelstad to the Library Board, term expiring 1/1/2002; and Harold 
Rolfsrud, Dale Karpyak, and Richard Cayko to the Job Development Authority Board, 
terms expiring 12/31/2001.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to reject the request from the City of 
Fairview for additional funding on the water main project in East Fairview.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cross to approve the 1999 policing contract 



with the City of Alexander.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 10:30 AM, the Board of Commissioners recessed for a County Park Board 
meeting, reconvening at 11:30 AM. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a Sheriff’s Department vehicle.  S & 
S Motors submitted two bids:  1999 Ford Explorer, cash price of $27,600, less $6,175 
trade allowance on a 1993 Dodge Ram, net bid of $21,425, or cash price with no trade 
of $25,125; and 1999 Ford Expedition, cash price of $36,200, less $7,800 trade 
allowance on the Ram, net bid of $28,400, or cash price with no trade of $31,700.  OK 
Implement submitted:  1999 Dodge Durango, cash price of $25,375, less $2,510 
allowance on the Ram, net price of $22,865, or cash price with no trade of $25,375.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the bid of S & S Motors for one 
new 1999 Ford Explorer, trading the 1993 Dodge Ram.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
Moved by Cross and seconded by Mjelstad to reject all other bids.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice, with bids submitted by Farmers 
Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Moved by Cross and seconded by Chinn to reject all other bids.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Truck bids opened at the December 1, 1998, meeting were reviewed.  Moved by 
Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to trade for an LT9500 5th wheel from Westlie 
Motors for a net of $52,120.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Cross to trade for 2 LT9500 cab/chassis units from Westlie for a net of 
$71,160.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad 
to reject all other bids for single or tandem axle trucks.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
   
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on Road & Bridge department 
projects.  Lower Yellowstone Irrigation Project requested assistance from the County on 
a project which impacts a county road.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to 
purchase materials for the Drain 26 project in the amount of $8,400. All voting aye, 
motion carried.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson and the Board participated in a conference call with 
Billings and Golden Valley Counties re:  the Natural Resources Inventory project.  
Golden Valley will participate at ten percent.   
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed various matters for his departments.   
 
 Moved by Cross and seconded by Mjelstad that the Pledge of Assets in the 
amount of $4,707,324.15 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, 
to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of 
Assets in the amount of $4,271,699.64 filed by McKenzie County Bank, Watford City, 



North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the 
Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,625,000.00 filed by BNC National Bank, Watford 
City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; 
and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,381,957.60 filed by Dakota West 
Credit Union, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such 
bank be approved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion about the City of Watford City’s proposed street work 
near the elementary school.  The county would do the work for the City rate of hire. 
 
 Gary Petik, Forest Service and Ray Gilstad, County Weed Board, met with the 
board to discuss possible grants available through the Forest Service’s Regional office 
in Missoula, MT.  Northern Region Partnership fund will match from $5,000 to $25,000 
depending on the project.  The match is fifty-fifty.  There is an increasing problem with 
leafy spurge on the Little Missouri river bottoms.  A steering committee will be formed.  
Applications are due the end of the month. 
 
 Chairman Cayko reported that the State has agreed to install a flashing light at 
the Highways 58 & 200 intersection.  Power and maintenance agreements still need to 
be worked out.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Cross to accept an amendment regarding 
Year 2000 to the Service agreement between the Register of Deeds office and the 
North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to reappoint Wally Johnson to the 
McKenzie County Housing Authority Board, term expiring October 1, 2003.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until February 2, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

Special Meeting 
January 20, 1999 

 
 In a special session duly called by Auditor Olson, the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota 
on January 20, 1999.  Present were Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Cross, Mjelstad and 
Rolfsrud.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM CST. 
 
 Purpose of the meeting was to review applicants for the position of Information 
Services Coordinator.  Gene Veeder and Frances Olson outlined the procedure that had 
been followed and their recommendations for the position.  Moved by Rolfsrud and 
seconded by Mjelstad to authorize Gene Veeder to offer the position to and negotiate 
the salary package with either of the top two candidates.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Frances Olson will contact contractors for proposals to required changes for office 
space. 



 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cross to sign a letter of support for the 
ERSI Local Government Startup program.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko adjourned the meeting at 11:30 AM CST. 
 

February 2, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 2, 1999.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud.  Absent:  Commissioner Cross.  
Chairman Cayko presided.  Also present were Nevin & Brenda Dahl. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented the financial report.  There was a discussion about 
the balance in the District Judge’s fund.  There should be an accounting to reconcile the 
funds to pending cases. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes of the 
January 5, 1999, meeting as written and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes of the 
January 20, 1999, special meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Bauman provided information on abatement applications and on 
calculations from NDSU for 1999 assessments of agricultural land.  Moved by Chinn 
and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve applications for abatement and settlement of 
taxes as presented and as previously approved by the appropriate taxing district.  
Applicants were:  Rasmus Rolfson Estate, Banks Lutheran & Garden Lutheran 
Churches, Leroy & Alata Rogness, and Randy & Donna Slais.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Linda Svihovec brought in a letter from State’s Attorney Johnson regarding the 
proposed changes to the County’s Personnel Policy which was briefly reviewed. 
 
 Orville Hellandsaas, Atmospheric Resources Board Chairman presented a letter 
of resignation from Stanley Anderson and recommended the appointment of Gary 
Levang.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the resignation and 
appoint Gary Levang to complete the term which expires March 10, 2000.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to authorize Chairman Cayko to sign 
the Letter of Understanding and Cooperation between Dennis Edward Johnson, 



McKenzie County, Billings County and Golden Valley County to provide for a natural 
resources inventory.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil 
Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.   Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to reject all other bids.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to call for bids for 2 dump bodies with 
hoists and pintle packages for two tandem trucks.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ray Hintz explained the loss of Internet connections between the school, the 
Courthouse and the Library.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to have Mr. 
Hintz proceed with the necessary replacements and to negotiate the share of costs with 
the school and the City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter discussed routes for application for addition to the Forest 
Highway system, federal funding available for year 2000, and possible projects for 
1999.  The Board approved county funding of the required archeological assessments 
for the various projects. 
 
 Brad Torgerson, North Dakota Department of Health, presented the 1998 Inert 
Waste Landfill Regional Award to the Commissioners and Operator Jim Ward.  He 
stated that in 18 inspections since 1993, the landfill has never had an issue of non-
compliance.  The presentation was covered by The McKenzie County Farmer and 
KUMV-TV. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed matters pending from his office. 
 
 Lloyd Clock, 911 Coordinator, reported that the dispatch console is being 
upgraded and GPS mapping of residences is going well.  He requested that a 
dispatcher be added to the 911 Advisory Committee.  Appointment is tabled until the 
suggested appointees are contacted. 
 The meeting was adjourned until March 2, 1999, at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

March 2, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 2, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, and Rolfsrud.  Chairman Cayko opened the meeting and 
called for a moment of silence in respect for Commissioner Morris Cross who died on 
February 22, 1999. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud that the following resolution be 
adopted: 



 
 WHEREAS, Morris Cross has served on the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners since January 2, 1989, serving as the Chairman in 1992 and 1993, and 
has served on other County boards,   
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that we thank the family of Morris Cross 
for his years of service to McKenzie County and his participation in and contributions to 
County Government. 
 
 All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Johnson, McKenzie County Water Board, and Dean Blikre, Rural Water 
Users Association, requested County sponsorship of an Oil Impact grant for the rural 
water system startup costs.  There would be no match from the County.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to sponsor this application.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Mayor Bill Bolken, Council members Hellandsaas, Mulder, Thorson and Schaff, 
and City Engineer Johnson met with the Board to discuss the reorganization of the Tree 
and Vector Control Boards into a single Board.  Part of two unorganized townships are 
in the Vector Control District.  Noxious weed control within the city would also come 
under the new board.  City is to propose a joint powers agreement for review at a future 
meeting.   
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn that the Two Rivers Snowmobile 
Club be granted a site authorization for pull tabs at the Big Opening, East Fairview.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to 
accept the bids of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to reject the bids of 
Rolfson Oil Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for dump bodies.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Chinn to accept cashier’s checks in place of bidder’s bonds from all 
bidders.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The following bids were submitted:  Dickinson 
Truck Equipment, net for two of $20,270; Prairie Truck Equipment, net for two of 
$20,036; and Diamond Truck Equipment, net for two of $20,878.  Road Superintendent 
Koeser was asked to review the bids for conformance to specifications. 
 
 Engineer John Holter reviewed projects in the Road Department. 



 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept bids on April 6, 1999, for a 
dump body, hydraulics, quick-hitch and one-way fixed angle snow plow for a single axle 
truck.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Prairie Truck 
Equipment for two dump bodies.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Rolfsrud to reject all other bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The board held a short recess to allow a member to attend a funeral. 
 
 Ron Almquist, North Dakota Concrete Products, presented information on plastic 
pipe which is proposed to be used on an irrigation project. 
 
 Tina Langhans, Information Services Coordinator, reviewed what she sees as 
priorities for McKenzie County regarding GIS, Y2K and on-going computerization. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson, Clerk of Court Roos, and Human Services Director 
Sax discussed the Regional Child Support unit agreement.  There will be a meeting in 
Williston on March 4 to present further information.   
 
 Spike Thompson and Jess Anne Knutson, McKenzie Ranger District, US Forest 
Service, invited the Board to meet with  Deputy Regional Forester Kathy McAllister and 
Larry Dawson, ND Grasslands Supervisor here in Watford City on Friday, March 5.  
They also reviewed plans for a research project to establish jurisdiction and access 
rights on the Grasslands.   
 
 Dale Patten, Watford City EDC Chairman, and Gene Veeder, McKenzie County 
JDA Coordinator, reviewed a number of projects in the works.  Moved by Rolfsrud and 
seconded by Chinn to sign a letter of support for a $600,000 grant application being 
submitted to IAAP by the Western Governors Association.  No local matching funds are 
required.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to authorize the County Auditor to 
sign letters received regarding Tier 2 owners in the Oil Class action lawsuit.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
  
 There was a discussion of the procedure for replacing Commissioner Cross.  We 
should have a stipulation from the presiding judge of the Northwest Judicial District that 
William McLees is the judge serving McKenzie County.  Interested persons should 
personally contact a commissioner, the auditor or the judge.  The appointment will be 
decided at a March 25, 1999, meeting. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept the resignation of Jack 
Damm from the County Job Development Authority.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve raffle permits for Keene 



Luther League and the McKenzie County Archery Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept bids on April 13, 1999, for 
culverts, bridge lumber, cutting edges and gravel and scoria crushing.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to sponsor an application to the 
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs for funding of a handicap accessibility project at the 
Fairgrounds grandstand.  The County contribution to the match would be limited to 
$5,000 and would be contingent upon award of grant.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until March 25, 1999, beginning at 10:00 AM. 
 

March 25, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Court-house at Watford City, North Dakota on March 25, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn,  Mjelstad, and Rolfsrud, Judge William McLees and 
Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko presided.  Also present were Treasurer Linda Svihovec 
and State’s Attorney Johnson. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad that an appointment be made to fill 
the vacancy on the commission and that each of the six members of the appointment 
committee should vote for three from the list of twenty-five, then for two from the 
resulting shorter list, and then for one from this third list to determine the candidates for 
discussion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 After this process, it was moved by Judge McLees and seconded by 
Commissioner Rolfsrud to appoint Ronald A. Anderson, effective March 25, 1999, at 
5:00 PM, to the unexpired term of the late Morris Cross.  Voting aye, Auditor Olson, 
Judge McLees, Commissioners Chinn and Rolfsrud, voting nay, Commissioners Cayko 
and Mjelstad; motion carried.  Mr. Anderson was contacted and accepted the 
appointment. 
 
 Judge McLees left the meeting. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to approve an abatement application 
from C. Wade Aasen, per the recommendation of the Alex Township board.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to appoint Audrey Auen as the 
dispatch representative on the 911 Advisory committee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to execute the Joint Operations and 
Fiscal Plan for Forest Service policing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to give a proxy to the North Dakota 
Insurance Reserve board chairman for the annual meeting on April 15, 1999.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter and representatives of trucking companies met with the board 
regarding load restrictions now in effect.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to 
allow the following variance to the Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County 
Route 27 and the west four miles of County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s Grasslands 
Complex to the Montana line):  All vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight 
restrictions, Class A gross vehicle weight restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to 
twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of Human Services’ need of space and the County’s 
need for a full-time public health nurse.  Commissioner Mjelstad will work with the 
hospital and the Upper Missouri District Health Unit on this. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to turn over to Commissioner 
Mjelstad the arrangements for an auction of surplus property.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to reimburse the school for the 
county’s share of the Wireless Networking replacement costs.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to distribute the final 1998 payment 
of state revenue sharing and personal property replacement using the same 
percentages as entities received of the total in 1996.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until April 6, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 

 
April 6, 1999 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 6, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud.  Chairman Cayko 
presided.  Treasurer Svihovec sat in for Auditor Olson who was absent. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer reported on the re-roofing project.  There was a 
discussion of the surplus office equipment.  It was decided to have an evening auction, 
Fischer and Mjelstad to set a date. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Chinn reported that Michon Sax had requested a portion of a retiring employee’s 
accumulated sick leave be paid as a retirement bonus.  Tabled. 
 
 Watford City Mayor Bolken, Councilmen Hellandsaas and Thorson and City 
Engineer David Johnson presented a joint powers agreement for a Pest Control Board 
which had been approved by the City.  This is required as the County Commissioners 
appoint members to one of the boards being combined.  The agreement will be referred 
to State’s Attorney Johnson.  Johnson reported that the Bike Path extension grant has 
been approved for 2000.  The City will fund the match.  Dirt work on the project by the 
Elementary school needs to be completed before the bike path.  Johnson should meet 
with Holter, Koeser and Gunderson to arrange. 
 
 Dale Garmann met with the Board regarding the paving of the road west of the 
County Shop.  Tabled. 
 
 Roland Dahl and Tax Director Bauman appeared for the scheduled abatement 
application hearing at 11:00 AM.  The meeting moved to the Courtroom so the hearing 
could be recorded.  Mrs. Bauman reviewed the application.  Mr. Dahl presented his 
case against the increased valuation from $79,000 for 1997 to $90,455 for 1998.  The 
hearing closed  at 11:20 AM and discussion postponed until State’s Attorney Johnson 
was present. 
 
 Dale Patten, McKenzie County Fair Board, and David Johnson reported that the 
Tri-County ADA grant for the Fairgrounds project had been funded at only 50% instead 
of the 75% requested.  They asked for a confirmation of the County’s commitment made 
at the March 2, 1999, meeting, which was given. 
 
 Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud explained some changes in policies in her office 
regarding copying index books.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the Interagency 
Cooperative Agreement for the Williston Regional Child Support Enforcement Unit.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding the public health nurse, the location of the 
office, and what services are to be provided under the terms of the health unit. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to reject all other bids.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 No bids were received per advertised notice for dump bodies.  It will be re-
advertised for May 4, 1999. 



 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the Jail Policy and 
Procedures Manual.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to distribute $1,477,349.59 in 
Bankhead-Jones funds as follows: 
for Townships, taxable value times mill levy times 2; for Schools, the larger of taxable 
value times mill levy times 2 or $350 per resident student; balance to Road & Bridge.  
The taxable values are to be adjusted by the 1998 agricultural increase of 1.2%.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to appoint Commissioner Anderson 
to complete the terms of the late Morris Cross on the following boards:  County Fair, 
Northwest Human Resource Center and Community Action Plan and Development.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Darin Langerud presented the 1998 final operations report for the North Dakota 
Cloud Modification project.  Also present were County Board members Gary Levang, 
Rodney Cross, Orville Hellandsaas and Sandra Flynn. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to send a letter of response to the 
Forest Service’s preliminary proposal to restrict or ban off-highway vehicle travel on 
Forest Service and BLM lands.  All voting aye, motion carried.  (Copy on file in Auditor’s 
office) 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a number of matters with the Board.  It was 
decided to hold another hearing on the Roland Dahl abatement application on April 13, 
1999, beginning at 9:15 AM in the Courtroom. 
 
 John Rhodes requested a road be constructed on the section line between 
Sections 13 and 14, Township 150 North, Range 101 West.  This is in Alex Township 
and the township would be responsible for building the road. 
 
 Engineer Holter reported on a meeting with NDDOT regarding the road out of 
Grassy Butte to the north which connects with County Route 50.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Anderson to inform DOT that the County wants this road left open as a 
matter of safety, as it keeps traffic off US 85.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 There will be a Free Dump Day at the County Landfill on May 1. 
 
 Discussion of Road Department vehicles and equipment.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Mjelstad to advertise for bids in May for two backhoes, trading the two 
1983 models.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a raffle permit for the 
Grassy Butte PTO.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 



 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Rolfsrud to the North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties Uniform Truck Permit Committee.  The 
next meeting is April 14, 1999, in New Town. 
 
 The meeting recessed until April 13, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

April 13, 1999 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 13, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud.  Chairman Cayko 
presided.  Treasurer Svihovec sat in for Auditor Olson who was absent. 
 
 Watford City Councilwoman Crystal Mulder and County Tax Director Barbara 
Bauman met with the Board to discuss the Roland Dahl abatement application.  All 
present moved to the Courtroom on the arrival of Mr. Dahl and State’s Attorney 
Johnson.  Clerk of Court Lanae Roos recorded the testimony.  A decision will be made 
later in the day.  
 
 The meeting returned to the Commissioners Room at 10:00 AM.  Commissioners 
Chinn and Rolfsrud left to attend a Weed Initiative meeting at the Forest Service.  The 
Commission recessed at 10:30 AM for a County Park Board meeting, re-convening at 
11:50 AM. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that McKenzie County will participate in the National 
Severe Weather Warning system exercise on April 22, 1999. 
 
 Commissioner Rolfsrud reported the collapse of a large culvert on County Route 
55 near Hjalmer Olson’s on April 12, 1999.  A thank you is to be put in the paper for the 
people who reported the collapse and flagged traffic. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to sign an amendment to 
Agreement No. 08-LEO-07 which changes the official title of the unit responsible for this 
agreement from Custer National Forest to Dakota Prairie Grasslands and names Larry 
J. Dawson as authorized signatory official.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 No bids were received per advertised notice for cutting edges. 
 
 Engineer Holter discussed various projects, including the need to obtain federal 
grant funds to replace the collapsed culvert. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for culverts with bids submitted by North 
Dakota Concrete Products for concrete pipe and Johnston Fargo Culvert Company for 
metal pipe.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept the bids as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for gravel and scoria crushing with bids 



submitted by A & G Construction and Big Valley Gravel Supply Company.  Moved by 
Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to accept the bids of A & G Construction.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to reject the 
bids of Big Valley Gravel Supply.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 No bids were received per advertised notice for bridge lumber and supplies. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to enter into a joint powers 
agreement between the County, the City of Watford City and the Watford City Park 
Board for the combining of the Vector Control Board and the Tree Board, with an 
effective date of April 13, 1999, and the notice of termination date of December 15 each 
year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Barbara Bauman came into the meeting for further discussion of the Roland Dahl 
abatement.  Moved by Chinn to concur with the City of Watford City’s recommendation 
to reject the application.  Chairman Cayko stepped down to second the motion.  He 
returned to the chair.  A roll call vote was taken with the following results:  voting aye, 
Chinn, Rolfsrud, Mjelstad and Cayko; voting nay, Anderson.  Motion carried. 
 
 Custodian Fischer reported that the roof project may be moved up to this spring.  
Discussion of a new air conditioning unit for the courtroom was tabled until next 
meeting. 
 
 Information Services Coordinator Tina Langhans reported that seven computers 
will need upgrading before the end of the year.  There was also discussion of 
responsibility to other entities such as the Watford City Police Department.  That 
contract could be reviewed before next year. 
 
 Ron Almquist, North Dakota Concrete Products, presented information on a 
concrete product that could be used for an irrigation project at East Fairview.  He also 
stated that the County has a box culvert at Minot that should be moved soon. 
 
 Madeline Miller requested reconsideration for a liquor license.  After discussion, it 
was decided that she could apply in December for next year and a decision would be 
made then. 
 
 The auction of surplus equipment will be April 22, 1999, at 5 PM. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM until May 4, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

May 4, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 4, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 



 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dick Fischer reported that the re-roofing project had started yesterday.  If the air 
conditioning unit over the courtroom is to be replaced it should be done before the 
roofing.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the quote from H. A. 
Thompson & Sons of $5847 for a quieter, more efficient unit.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze presented the Family Nutrition Program agreement. Most of the costs 
to the County are “in kind” and the services have been well received.  Moved by Chinn 
and seconded by Rolfsrud to authorize the Chairman to execute the FNP County 
Support agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on the savings to the county for its participation in the 
Risk Management program of the County Employer Group for Workers Compensation.  
It was agreed that CommNet Cellular could use space on the County tower, rental to be 
$3000.00 per year.   
 
 Cenex submitted the only bid for fuel for May.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded 
by Anderson to accept the bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dump body and equipment bids were opened per advertised notice as follows:  
Bert’s Truck Equipment, Moorhead, MN - $17,990; Sanitation Products, Fargo, ND - 
$14,978; Prairie Truck Equipment, Minot, ND - $17,950.  Mark Koeser will review the 
bids for compliance with specifications. 
 
 Backhoe bids were opened per advertised notice as follows:  Tractor & 
Equipment, Williston - Model 426C, cash price of $66,833, trade allowance on 1983 
Ford of $8,500, net of $58,333 or cash price of $66,833, trade allowance on 1983 John 
Deere of $13,500, net of $53,333 or cash price for two of $133,666, trade allowance of 
$22,000, net of $111,666; RDO Equipment, Bismarck - Model 410E, cash price of 
$68,050, trade allowance on 1983 Ford of $10,000, net of $58,050 or cash price of 
$68,050, trade allowance on 1983 John Deere of $12,000, net of $56,050 or cash price 
for two of $136,100, trade allowance of $22,000, net of $114,100.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Chinn to trade the 1983 Ford backhoe for a new Model 410E John 
Deere backhoe, trade the 1983 John Deere backhoe for a new Model 426C Caterpillar 
backhoe and to reject the other bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Sanitation 



Products for a dump body and equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to reject all other bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter informed the board of several work requests, plans for 
having the archeologic surveys done for several projects, and bridge work that needs to 
be done.  There was a discussion of possible Federal Aid projects for the year 2000. 
 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, and Tony Erba, NEPA Coordinator, 
provided information to the Board regarding a road right of way research project, 
proposed camp sites on the Maah Daah Hey Trail and two alternatives for the revised 
grasslands management plan.   
 
 911 Coordinator Clock informed the Board about the progress with equipment 
purchasing.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the proposed changes to 
the personnel policy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to transfer $30,000 to the JDA 
marketing account for current projects.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to execute the Construction and 
Maintenance agreement with and right of way certification to the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for Project BRC 2755(52), structure on Sand Creek 2 
miles south and 2 miles east of Charlson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until June 1, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT.  
 

June 1, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 1, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Lanae Roos, Nancy Wisness and Linda Svihovec were present for the 
designation of a delegate to the North Dakota Association of Counties.  Chairman 
Cayko called for nominations.  Being none, Svihovec volunteered and was appointed to 
a two year term. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her financial report and a quick review of the 
current status of the personnel policy.   
 
 County Board of Equalizations proceedings began at 9:45 AM.  Tax Director 
Bauman and Denton Zubke were present.  There was a discussion of the assessment 
of the Post Office building.  No changes will be made at this time.  Moved by Mjelstad 
and seconded by Anderson to accept Director Bauman’s recommendations for 



equalization of residential and commercial property.  Agricultural property is not being 
equalized as information from the state has not been received.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, and Larry Dawson, Dakota Prairie 
Grasslands Supervisor, discussed a road research project and the plan revisions with 
the Board.   
 
 Jan Trimmer, Executive Director, and Joe Meyer, Financial Officer, Upper 
Missouri District Health Unit, discussed a number of issues with the Board, including 
services provided, changes in staffing and times and locations of services.   
 
 Ann Johnsrud briefly informed the Board of several matters in her office. 
 
 Commissioner Rolfsrud had been contacted by Golden Valley County.  They 
would gravel a short stretch in the extreme south of the county - Section 34, Township 
145, Range 102 - where access is remote for our county forces.  Consensus to let 
Golden Valley do this and bill McKenzie County for the work. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the treasurer’s report and 
the minutes as presented and to pay the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed from 12:15 to 1:15 PM for lunch. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice. Bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to 
accept the bids of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Dale Garmann informed the Board that he had been in contact with Walt 
Peterson, Williston District Engineer, North Dakota Department of Transportation.  The 
State will sometimes pay part of paving projects that are near their shops.  County 
Engineer is to check out costs and the condition of road for paving. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed various projects.   
 
 Larry Hanson, Williams County Commissioner, and Jack Colby, Juvenile 
Supervisor, informed the Board about the operations and use of the Juvenile Center in 
Williston.  It is basically an assessment center but can be used for detention.  It’s main 
funding to date has been from grants.  The Board was invited to tour the facility at any 
time. 
 
 Gene Veeder, Dale Patten, and Denton Zubke reported to the Board regarding 
Cross Consulting’s progress in moving into the community.  They will begin training the 
first class of five in July and anticipate another class of fifteen by early fall.  The Magic 
Fund has committed support to the project.  A request will be made to the Star Fund.  



Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to transfer $100,000 from General Fund 
to the JDA Capital Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed various matters with the Board. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to execute a gravel agreement 
with Violet Jorgenson.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a Pest Control Agreement 
with the North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to contribute $2,000 to the 
McKenzie County Historical Society toward the publication of a cemetery directory.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Clock discussed equipment options.  Some additional 
information will be presented at the next meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM until July 6, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

July 6, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 6, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the minutes as 
written.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad that the Treasurer’s report be 
accepted as presented and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $8,122,482.71 
filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of 
County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of 
$3,964,072.78 filed by McKenzie County Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure 
the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; and that the Pledge of Assets in 
the amount of $1,390,160.52 filed by Dakota West Credit Union, Watford City, North 
Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman reported that the State Tax department 



recommendation for taxable valuations on agricultural lands is 1.3% below our current 
level.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to reduce agricultural valuations 
by 1.3% to stay at 100% of recommended valuation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Spike Thompson and Tony Erba, US Forest Service, gave a presentation on the 
Northern Great Plains Management Plans revision, detailing the preferred alternative.  
The draft plan is being released today for a 90 day public comment period and packets 
with maps are being mailed.  They also handed out summaries of the draft 
environmental impact statement.  There will be an open house at the Heritage Room of 
the Watford City Hall on July 27. 
 
 Byron Olson, an archeologist with Powers Companies, outlined ways in which he 
could assist the County on projects which require studies.  It was decided to have him 
look at the Sand Creek and Rindahl projects. 
 
 Fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company were 
opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept the 
bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Garmann met with the Board regarding the paving of the section line road 
west of the county shop at Watford City.  It requires frequent maintaining and has high 
traffic.  He has gotten commitments from several landowners in the area for cost 
shares.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to pave the mile between 
Sections 24 and 25 in Township 150N, Range 99W, in year 2000, contingent on a 
minimum commitment from landowners of $6,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tim Dwyer, Sr. and Lyle Bratcher met with the Board regarding a bridge on 
Timber Creek.  They feel that this bridge cannot be adequately replaced by a culvert.  
The County will continue trying to get federal aid for this project.  
 
 Rosalie Veeder requested work on a minimum maintenance section line road 
between Section 24, Township 150N, Range 96W and Section 19, Township 150N, 
Range 95W.  Road Superintendent Koeser reported that very little work was needed 
and the work was authorized. 
 
 Engineer Holter discussed funding from the Forest Highways program and 
various projects that would qualify.  He will check if some funds could be used to 
improve Route 27.  He will also check with Richland County, MT, regarding an overlay 
on State Street between Fairview, MT, and East Fairview, ND.  It was decided to begin 
replacing bridges without federal matches. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that the paper work has been finished on the 1997 
flooding.  Some warning sirens in the County need updating.  He is to purchase a 4 KW 
generator for use in the emergency trailer and other applications.  Project Safe Send, a 
chemical disposal program, will be in Watford City on July 13. 
 



 State’s Attorney Johnson requested that confiscated property be sold to fund tire 
deflators and night vision equipment for the Sheriff’s Office.  Sealed bids will be 
accepted at the August 3rd meeting for the 1992 pickup. 
 
 There was a discussion about the Public Health Nurse’s office being moved to 
the Northern Plains Building.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to offer 
the Upper Missouri District Health Unit $500.00 to assist with the costs of the move.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a gravel stockpile 
agreement with Echo Nickus and Edith Erickson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to make the following board 
appointments:  Phillip Moen to the County Weed Board; Raymond Mrachek and Lee 
Stevens to the County Park Board; David Johnson to the County Water Board; Barbara 
Bauman, Ron Anderson and Nancy Rolfsrud to the County Human Services Board; 
Roger Chinn and Della Braaten to the Northwest Human Service Council; and Kent 
Taylor as the County member of the Watford City Planning Commission.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to set  a fee of twenty dollars 
($20.00) per hour for services to private individuals, firms or corporations in accordance 
with North Dakota Century Code 11-13-02.1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to approve a special liquor permit to 
Nels and Stephenie Heggen, DBA The Hard Ride Saloon, for a wedding dance on July 
23th.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 911 Coordinator Clock presented information on equipment for the system.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to buy the recorder from Kotana and the 
911 controller from Electronic Communications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $187,987.60 from Franz Construction 
received in the bid opening of June 18, 1999, for Project BRC 2755(52) was the low bid 
received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Franz Construction the contract for Project BRC 
2755(52) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 



All voting aye, the resolution carried. 
 
 Information Services Coordinator Tina Langhans updated the Board on her 
activities.  It was agreed that she should bill her services to the City and the City Police 
Department at $20.00 per hour. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until August 3, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
  

August 3, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 3, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Rolfsrud reported on a water tour in the Devils Lake region. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Register of Deeds Johnsrud informed the Board about an FEMA grant awarded 
to the state for microfilming of all documents and setting up a central depository for 
electronically storing recorded documents. 
 
 Spike Thompson, District Ranger, Forest Service, informed the Board of projects 
on the Grasslands and answered questions regarding the management plans revision. 
 
 David Johnson and  Denton Zubke, McKenzie County Water Board, requested 
that the Board consider increasing the number of board members from three to five, and 
that the duties of secretary to the board be taken over by someone in the Courthouse.  
Decision on the members was tabled.  The Auditor’s office will assume the secretary’s 
duties.   
 
 Bids were received per advertised notice for a confiscated 1992 Chevrolet 
pickup.  One bid, from Reyburn Johnston for $552.00 was received.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Anderson to accept this bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Joe Meyer, financial officer for the Upper Missouri District Health Unit, was 
present for the public hearing on the District’s budget and to answer other questions 
from the Board.  No public appeared for the hearing. 
 



 An offer was made on lots in Schafer townsite which have been inadvertently off 
the tax list for a number of years.  It was decided that these should be included in the 
sale of tax deed property advertisements for the November16, 1999, sale. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice, with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for diesel at all locations and the bid of  Farmers Union for 
unleaded gas at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter discussed current and future projects with the Board.  
Crushing bid sheets will need to be re-written to be more specific about amounts and 
dates for crushing.  State’s Attorney Johnson will be asked to inquire about possible 
warranties on the failed pipe on Sand Creek. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson presented a communications tower equipment location 
agreement with Northwest Dakota, Cellular of ND, LP.  Moved by Mjelstad and 
seconded by Chinn to authorize the chairman to sign said agreement, contingent on its 
acceptance by Northwest Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Samuelson also 
discussed the conditions of warning sirens in the county’s towns.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Mjelstad to contribute up to $8500 to Watford City and up to $4000 to 
Arnegard from Disaster Emergency Services’ Miscellaneous line item toward the 
installation of the appropriate system.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder, JDA Coordinator, reported on the progress with various efforts.  
Midland Atlas Company is fully operating.  Cross Consulting has employees hired for 
one contract and are ready to go when the building is ready. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute an agreement for 
technology maintenance services for state court related programs in the Clerk of Court’s 
and District Court’s offices.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve a lease agreement with 
the McKenzie County Grazing Association for  road right-of-way in Sections 2, 3, and 
11, Township 147 North, Range 99 West.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Weed Board members Ray Gilstead and Paul Linseth and Weed Control Officer 
Terri Rindahl met with the Board regarding a proposal from Cindy Fugere for draft 
comments on the Great Plains Management draft plan as it pertains to weeds.  Betty 
Lange was also present.  It was decided not to accept this proposal.  Rindahl was asked 
to do an inventory of noxious weeds currently on areas proposed to be Research 
Natural Areas and Wilderness Areas. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Clock reported on the progress with implementing 911 
services.  He will begin distributing the questionnaires for the data required for 
emergency responses. 
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud that the County Auditor make a 
written request to the Forest Service for an 90 day extension of the comment period for 
the draft proposal of the Northern Great Plains Management plan.  Not all interested 
parties have yet received the materials and the plan is quite lengthy and complex.  It is 
also a busy time of year for farmers and ranchers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Eldean Flynn attended the meeting on behalf of Pasture 1-3.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Mjelstad to allow the permittees to install a solar electric fence on the 
County’s right-of-way along Route 1 to keep cattle out of a prairie dog town.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  
 
 Copies of departmental requests were handed out to the Board.  It was decided 
to add a line item in the General Fund for expenses for responding to the draft 
Grasslands Management plan and to publish the requests as the preliminary budget.  
Formal public hearing to be at 10:00 AM, August 25, 1999.  Department heads will be 
scheduled on the mornings of August 24 and 25. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute a consent for public 
utility, U.S. West, to cross a portion of County Route 3 in Section 19, Township 149 
North, Range 103 West.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to authorize the Auditor to sign a 
letter of understanding with the State Auditor’s Office to conduct the 1999 audit.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 The meeting was recessed until August 24, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM. 

August 24, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 24, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to grant a raffle permit to the Blue 
Buttes Fun Days committee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve utility crossing requests 
from Reservation Telephone Cooperative, U.S. West and Mid-Rivers Communications 
Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the Federal Equitable 
Sharing Agreement presented by Sheriff Larson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 During the balance of the meeting, various department heads and county boards 
reviewed their 2000 Budget requests. 
 



 The meeting was recessed at 1:00 PM until August 25, 1999, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 
 

August 25, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 25, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 The Board continued to review budget requests with department heads.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to accept a billing proposal from US 
West for moving a buried line on a Route 35 project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2000 

 
  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 3th day of August, 1999, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2000, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 18th day of August, 1999, together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 25th day of August, 1999,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2000 through 
December 31, 2000, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 

2000 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

    
 1999 2000 2000 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
County Board 55,500.00 57,500.00 55,500.00 
District Court Jury 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Clerk of Court 103,050.00 88,550.00 88,550.00 
County Auditor 116,050.00 108,740.00 108,540.00 
County Treasurer 61,460.00 61,660.00 61,660.00 
State's Attorney 73,950.00 74,375.00 74,375.00 
Register of Deeds 75,560.00 75,600.00 75,600.00 



County Superintendent 38,000.00 39,160.00 39,160.00 
Tax Director 46,500.00 46,850.00 46,850.00 
Information Services 
Coordinator 

0.00 40,670.00 40,670.00 

Custodian 45,300.00 46,300.00 46,300.00 
Courthouse Supplies & 
Maintenance 

64,000.00 64,000.00 64,000.00 

Building Fund 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Elections 0.00 34,050.00 34,050.00 
NONDEPARTMENTAL    
Group Hospital Insurance 64,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Basic Life Insurance 300.00 300.00 300.00 
Retirement Match 34,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Workers' Compensation 15,000.00 13,000.00 13,000.00 
Unemployment Compensation 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Audit Fees 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Mental Health Hearings 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Vital Statistics 50.00 50.00 50.00 
Property Insurance 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Copier Expense 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Telephone Service 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Postage 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Advertising 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Dues 9,000.00 9,000.00 9,000.00 
Computer Expense 50,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Miscellaneous 60,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Roads 500,000.00 400,000.00 400,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory  20,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Grasslands Plan Response  25,000.00 25,000.00 
GIS Project 50,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
County Agent 10,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 5,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Family Crisis Center 1,000.00 1,000.00 0.00 
County Landfill 60,426.00 63,419.50 62,720.00 
Tri-County Economic 
Development 

8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 

Tourism & Recreation 13,100.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 

10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 

Alexander Senior Citizens 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
    
TOTAL GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT 

$1,735,246.00 $1,679,224.50 $1,675,325.00 



 
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY  

   

County Sheriff 240,602.00 248,800.00 243,852.00 
County Jail 82,600.00 88,900.00 88,700.00 
County Coroner 6,600.00 6,400.00 6,400.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 9,920.00 10,220.00 10,220.00 
Risk Management 
Coordinator 

4,075.00 3,875.00 3,875.00 

McKenzie County Ambulance 35,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 5,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $383,797.00 $396,195.00 $391,047.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL 
FUND 

$2,119,043.00 $2,075,419.50 $2,066,372.00 

    
 1999 2000 2000 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 7,406,460.00 7,957,010.00 7,957,010.00 
TOTAL ROADS $7,681,460.00 $8,232,010.00 $8,232,010.00 
    
COUNTY HUMAN 
SERVICES 

546,450.00 532,428.00 531,056.00 

    
Veteran's Services 15,060.00 15,376.00 15,376.00 
County Agent 64,358.00 63,493.00 62,993.00 
County Fair 23,700.00 23,700.00 23,700.00 
County Park 21,500.00 26,500.00 26,500.00 
District Health Unit 57,291.00 55,711.00 55,711.00 
County Historical Society 6,500.00 6,800.00 6,800.00 
Public Library 82,710.00 83,280.00 83,280.00 
Social Security 62,000.00 64,000.00 64,000.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
Water Resource District 20,812.00 22,640.00 22,640.00 
Weed Control 154,300.00 143,700.00 143,700.00 
Job Development Authority 69,751.00 77,393.00 77,393.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS 

$657,982.00 $662,593.00 $662,093.00 

    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY $11,004,935.00 $11,502,450.50 $11,491,531.00 



BUDGETS 
    
    
The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the approved expenditures 
for 2000 
 2000 Budget Less Levy 
 Appropriations Non-Tax Resources Required 
General Fund 2,066,372.00 2,512,657.43 0.00 
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 212,857.61 62,142.39 
Road & Bridge Fund 7,957,010.00 8,558,143.85 0.00 
Social Services 531,056.00 419,080.91 111,975.09 
Veteran's Service Office 15,376.00 8,702.00 6,674.00 
County Agent 62,993.00 27,632.72 35,360.28 
County Fair 23,700.00 7,009.42 16,690.58 
County Park 26,500.00 2,038.46 24,461.54 
District Health Unit 55,711.00 25,591.93 30,119.07 
Historical Society 6,800.00 1,831.74 4,968.26 
Public Library 83,280.00 54,647.62 28,632.38 
Social Security 64,000.00 34,214.67 29,785.33 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 19,279.25 60,720.75 
Water Resource District 22,640.00 16,095.03 6,544.97 
Weed Control 143,700.00 110,744.13 32,955.87 
Job Development Authority 77,393.00 26,301.67 51,091.33 
    
Total Requests and Levies 
Required 

11,491,531.00  502,121.84 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried that the following resolution 
be adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2000 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 3th day of August, 1999 set forth in budget form 
the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County 
office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 2000, 
and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on August 18, 
1999, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 25th 
day of August, 1999, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 



10:00 o’clock AM, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2000 as heretofore set forth, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 1999 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $502,121.84 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
 
 
   County General Fund    $           0.00 
   County Human Services Fund $111,975.09 
   County Road & Bridge Fund   $           0.00 
   Special Revenue Funds  $328,004.36 
   Unorganized District Road Fund $  62,142.39 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until September 7, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

September 7, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 7, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the bills and payroll as 
listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed pending matters.   
 
 Gary Thorson, Watford City Council member, requested that the Board consider 
establishing a percentage share with the cities of the new revenues resulting from the 
passage of SB2202 which amended North Dakota Century Code 15-40.1-13, relating to 
the distribution of mineral royalties produced on public domain lands.  First payment to 
the county is anticipated in June, 2000.  Further discussion was tabled. 
 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, reported on Forest Service 
activities. 



 
 Rod Neer, Alexander City Council, requested information regarding the policing 
services the City receives under its agreement with the County.  He was referred to 
Sheriff Larson. 
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman, Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud, Doug Voigt and 
Charlotte Shilke were present for a discussion regarding the need for formal surveys 
and recorded plats of all irregular tracts.  Effective January 1, 2000, the County Auditor 
will require that any property exchange requiring a metes and bounds description must 
be surveyed, platted and recorded in accordance with the provisions of North Dakota 
Century Code 57-02-39. 
 
 Tina Langhans reviewed projects in the Information Services Division.  She gave 
a presentation on the GIS project in San Juan County, Utah, with additional comments 
from Commissioner Chinn who had viewed a similar presentation while attending the 
NACO convention in St. Louis this summer. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company for diesel fuel at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  No bids for 
gasoline were received. 
 
 Engineer Holter reviewed road projects.  He provided the Board with a list of 
proposed projects and the bridges not on DOT’s inspection list. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to increase the number of 
members on the County Water Board to five.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Auditor 
Olson is to check with potential appointees before the next meeting.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve a gravel agreement with 
William and Edna Forthun.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until Friday, October 1, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

October 1, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 1, 1999.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  Absent:  
Commissioner Chinn.  Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer presented information on proposals for removing 4 trees 
on the north side of the Courthouse.  The consensus was to have Gene’s Tree Service 
do the project. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 



Mjelstad to cancel the following checks and warrants:   
 
Warrant      Date 
or Check #     Payee Issued Amount 
 
147720 Dennis Schilling 9-19-97 $     5.94 
13032 Carroll Gustafson 5-1-97  1.45 
12964 Joe Harn 2-6-97 1.40 
147829 George Kummer 10-7-97 110.00 
153526 Upper Miss. Dist. Health Unit 12-8-98 105.18 
154282 Terrie Leiseth 2-2-99 2.00 
 
(#147720, 13032 and 12964 will be turned over to Unclaimed Property Division; others 
have been replaced with Lost Check Affidavits.)  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve the bills and payroll as 
listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Kelly and Rocky Norton requested that the Board allow contributions of sick 
leave to a fellow employee who is facing extended medical leave.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Mjelstad to allow employees to donate up to 50 hours each to this 
employee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tony Erba, Forest Service, updated the Board on activities through the McKenzie 
Ranger District. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on a DES meeting at Devils Lake.  He has been doing 
ergonomics training with county employees. 
 
 Lloyd Clock brought in information on the 911-related equipment and installation.  
He is to go ahead with having Ebel Telephone Services install the Proctor console and 
a new 6 line telephone system.  He is also planning area meetings to get out 
information on addressing.  Newman Signs would put up a free sign as a 
demonstration.  It was decided it should be away from town to be more noticeable. 
 
 Robert Olson and David Nelson discussed a road issue with the board.  Cattle 
guards had been approved but not yet installed.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Mjelstad to provide $2000 for fencing, fence to be the property of Robert Olson, in lieu 
of  installing the two cattle guards.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil 
Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to accept the bids of 
Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations. 



 
 There was further discussion with County Engineer Holter on the Olson/Nelson 
road and other projects.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to advertise for 
bids to replace units #41 (Gene Gunderson) and #73 (Craig Wahlstrom), with opening 
at 10:30 AM on November 2, 1999.  All voting aye, motion carried.  There was 
discussion on the paving project west from the County Shop in Watford.  It was decided 
to pave only the mainline one mile, with two foot aprons on the approaches.  
Landowners could make their own arrangements with the contractor after the bid is let 
for any private work.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to advertise for 
bids to replace the Spring Creek #1 bridge, with opening at 10:00 AM on November 2, 
1999.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a couple of personnel matters. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to make the following 
appointments to the Water Board:  Denton Zubke, term expiring July 1, 2000, and Matt 
Iverson, term expiring July 1, 2003.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to issue raffle permits to St. Ann’s 
Altar Society and Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
Whereas, the original use of the grasslands was directly related to economic and 
rangeland recovery in the 1930s; and 
 
Whereas, rangeland health and wildlife habitat increased and flourished in the next six 
decades with farm and ranch management; and 
 
Whereas, the grasslands have contributed to the economic and tax base of McKenzie 
County through grazing, jobs, energy development, tourism, recreation, hunting and 
other uses; and 
 
Whereas, the U.S. Forest Service proposes changes that severely reduce grasslands 
use, especially among the farmers and ranchers who have ensured the future health of 
the rangeland and rely upon the grasslands for their livelihoods; and 
 
Whereas, the U.S. Forest Service proposes changes that severely reduce public access 
through limits on roadways, thus impacting tourism, recreation, hunting and other uses; 
and 
 
Whereas, the U.S. Forest Service has neglected to use objective, independent scientific 
analysis to study the impact of their proposed changes; and  
 



Whereas, the U.S. Forest Service proposal to change grassland management will have 
adverse and permanent repercussions on the heritage and economy of McKenzie 
county; 
 
Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved that the McKenzie County Board of County 
Commissioners adamantly opposes the current proposal by the U.S. Forest Service to 
change grassland management and urges  cooperation from the U.S. Forest Service 
with affected farmers and ranchers, rangeland scientists and other professionals to work 
with the existing plan. 
  
All voting aye, resolution adopted. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to appoint Robert Pederson as 
the Board’s delegate to the North Dakota State Fair Association.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko designated Commissioner Chinn as the Board’s delegate to the 
North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties annual meeting in Bottineau 
on October 14. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to grant a right of way to 
McKenzie Electric Coop for a transmission line to the former Roughrider Equipment 
building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until November 2, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

November 2, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 2, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Treasurer 
Svihovec.  Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Anderson to transfer $35,000.00 from the General Fund to the JDA Capital Fund to 
cover a negative balance.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn presented a resolution prepared by Alvin Nelson, member of the Little 
Missouri River Commission.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to adopt the 
following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 



 WHEREAS, the U.S. National Park Service has proposed a “wild and scenic” 
designation for a portion of the Little Missouri River lying within McKenzie County, ND; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners is opposed 
to such designation, since present legal use of this area would be severely curtailed, to 
the detriment of the local and state economies, if such “wild and scenic river” 
designation is adopted; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the same has the potential of severely impacting domestic activities 
on the watershed, the upstream portion of said river, since this area is the primary 
location of ranching headquarters, feed production and wintering of livestock; and 
 
 WHEREAS, oil exploration on the watershed could be severely curtailed; 
 
  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: 
 
 That the McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners does strongly 
oppose any “federal wild and scenic” designation for any portion of the Little Missouri 
River, as the same is contained within the boundaries of McKenzie County, ND. 
 
All voting aye, the resolution was adopted. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to approve payroll and bills as 
listed except voucher to City of Watford City for chip seal project labor.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Bids on Project CP34(001) - Spring Creek #1 structure - were opened per 
advertised notice as follows:  Industrial Builders, Fargo - $130,562.80; Ernie’s Concrete 
Construction Inc, Minot - $116,172.77; Edward H. Schwartz Construction Inc, New 
England - $116,501.76; Franz Construction Inc, Sidney, MT - $118,801.08; Franz 
Construction, alternate bid including superstructure - $170,326.08.  County Engineer 
Holter to review bids for conformity to specifications and report back. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to appoint Sandra Chadwick to 
membership on the McKenzie County Housing Authority Board, term expiring October 
1, 2004.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Ernie’s 
Concrete Construction for Project CP34(001) and to reject all other bids.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 David Johnson and Bill Faulkner met with the Board regarding security at the 
Veterans Memorial Building.  There have been incidents of vandalism.  Cost to install 
two video security cameras would be about $4,000.00.  Moved by Rolfsrud and 
seconded by Anderson for the county to pay half the cost of the two cameras, with the 
City of Watford City responsible for maintenance of the cameras.  All voting aye, motion 



carried. 
 
 The Board also reviewed the City’s bill for chip seal project labor with City 
Engineer Johnson.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to pay this voucher.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Spike Thompson and Chris Hoff, US Forest Service, discussed the fire and 
agreements between local volunteer districts and the federal fire fighting teams.  Hoff 
gave a report on the current status of the fire and their role in the mop up.  Estimates 
are 60,000 acres in the Squaw Gap area and 8,000-10,000 acres south of Watford City.  
Wind speeds were up to 81 MPH.  Disaster Emergency Services Coordinator 
Samuelson should check with FSA to see what assistance is available.  There will be an 
open house December 2 regarding roads on the federal lands.  The proposed 
management of roads in the plan revision would also apply to BLM managed acres.  
Many comments have been received regarding game retrieval.  Commissioner Chinn 
expressed the following concerns about off-road policies:  1) section lines, 2) 
established rights of way, and 3) RS2477 roads.  The plan revision includes non-
motorized areas.  Thompson requested that the Board submit comments on the 
overnight sites on the Maah Daah Hey Trail. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting at noon. 
 
 November fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for fuel at all locations and the bid of Rolfson Oil for gas at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter met with the Board.  There was a discussion regarding a 
road in Sections 4, 5 and 9 of Elm Tree Township (T153N, R95W).  The Forest Service 
wants the road closed.  The Township wants it left open.  Chinn suggested that it be 
turned over to the State’s Attorney for review and research. 
 
 A Thank You from the Commissioners should be put in the paper for the County 
Road employees, volunteer fire departments and all others who have and are helping 
with the fires in the county since Sunday. 
 
 Bids will be taken for the Fitzgerald Bridge and the Timber Creek Bridge at the 
February 1, 2000, meeting. 
 
 Holter recommended a meeting with the landowners on Route 27 later to discuss 
requirements on cattle guards and fences before more work is done.  He will check to 
be sure Forest Highway money is still available for this project. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn brought up the question of maintenance on a road across 
Sections 19 and 30, T149N, R95W and Sections 25 and 36 , T149N, R96W that has 
previously been maintained by an oil company.  It accesses private,  Forest Service and 



State School lands.   Commissioners will look at it before making a decision. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, Disaster Emergency Services Coordinator, and Dale Naze, 
County Extension Agent, gave a report on the fires.  Naze presented the USDA Flash 
Report which had been filed.  They recommended that they should meet with the Forest 
Service, Fire Chiefs, and Grazing Association on Thursday to get a more accurate 
assessment of damages.  They also recommended a local disaster declaration which 
would be useful in obtaining assistance from additional agencies.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County suffered damage to rangelands, pastures, 
farmsteads, fence lines, electrical power facilities, farm machinery and equipment, feed 
and hay supplies, homes and other facilities caused by extensive fire and wind 
occurring on October 31 and November 1, 1999; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the impacts of these damages threaten the health, economic 
stability, well-being and public safety of citizens of McKenzie County; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the cost of fire control, cleanup, repair and replacement of such 
damaged lands and facilities are far in excess of available County resources;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of McKenzie County 
Commissioners declares that a state of emergency exists in McKenzie County, North 
Dakota. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Kevin Keenaghan, Superintendent, McKenzie School District #1, met with the 
Board to discuss the distribution of additional money which will come into the County as 
a result of changes to NDCC 15-40.1-13 made in the last legislative session.  The 
school would like to be considered  and involved in the formula for the distribution of 
these funds. 
 
 Ann Johnsrud, Register of Deeds, and Tina Langhans, IS Coordinator, presented 
information on an Eagle Computer System for the Register of Deeds office.  Cost of the 
system, including two public workstations, is $94,694.00.  Discussion was tabled until 
the next meeting. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson presented copies of  the Freedom of Information Act 
Request and Request of Fee Waiver that was sent to the Forest Service.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a “limited power of attorney” to Nelson-
Brown Equities to retrieve lost funds which had been located.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  The Court Services Contract with the City of Watford City was reviewed.  
Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the contract as presented.  All 



voting aye, motion carried.  Johnson was asked to research the road in Elm Tree 
Township discussed earlier in the meeting and report at the next meeting. 
 
 Tim Dwyer, Sr. met with the Board to request permission to install two cattle 
guards in Sections 22 and 27, T151N, R101W (south of the Timber Creek Bridge).  
Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the installation per our policy.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until December 7, 1999, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

December 7, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 7, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills and payroll as 
listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the Treasurer’s report as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes of the 
previous meeting as written.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Road Department pickup bids were opened per advertised notice as follows:  S & 
S Motors-1 2000 3/4 T. Ford, cash price of $24,400 less trade allowance on 1991 ½ T. 
Dodge of $4,600 for net of $19,800; 1 2000 ½ T. Ford, cash price of $24,300 less trade 
allowance on 1991 ½ T. Ford of $2,600 for a net of $21,700.  OK Implement-1 2000 3/4 
T. Dodge, cash price of $24,379 less trade allowance on 1991 ½ T. Dodge of $3,500 for 
a net of $20,879; 1 2000 ½ T. Dodge, cash price of $22,696 less trade allowance on 
1991 ½ T. Ford of $700 for a net of $21,966.  Rensch Chevrolet Buick Olds, Inc.-1 2000 
3/4 T. Chevrolet, cash price of $26,417.55 less trade allowance on 1991 ½ T. Ford of 
$4,667.55 for a net of $21,750; 1 2000 ½ T. Chevrolet, cash price of $27,144 less trade 
allowance on 1991 ½ T. Dodge of $4,244 for a net of $22,900.  All 3/4 tons have 
manual transmissions.  All ½ tons have automatic transmissions.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the bids of S & S Motors for 1 new 3/4 T. and 1 new ½ 
T pickup.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dave Montgomery and Angela Palmer, Blue Cross/Blue Shield representatives, 
reviewed legislative changes and other options for the County’s health coverage.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson, Reyburn Johnston, Tim Dwyer, Jr., and a delegation of 



oil field concerns met with the Board to discuss the status of a trail/road in Section 2, 
T147N, R104W and Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, R104W.  A determination needs to 
be made whether this is a private or public road.  The discussion was tabled after 
everyone present made statements or asked questions. 
 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, Custer National Forest, gave the 
Board a copy of a press release regarding the proposed roadless initiative and pertinent 
maps. 
 
 Fuel bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company 
were opened.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson 
Oil Company for all fuels at all locations. 
 
 Keith Winter and Dale Patten requested that a commissioner accompany an 
information gathering group to Lander, WY.  Commissioner Rolfsrud can go. 
 
 Engineer Holter updated the Board on road projects.  The Timber Creek bridge 
plans have been submitted to Bismarck and should be included in the February letting.  
The Department has been doing an inventory of the under 20 foot structures in the 
County.  Many are in very bad condition.  Tim Dwyer, Jr. asked if the County could do 
anything about a bridge in Section 11, T147N, R104W.  He has a bridge but would need 
pilings and abutments.  The Board asked him to obtain cost estimates. 
 
 Deputy Sheriff Reyburn Johnston requested the Board to sponsor an agreement 
with the State for a grant under the 410 Alcohol Incentive Plan.  This would give the 
department $1,000 to be used for overtime for extra patrols for alcohol impaired drivers.  
Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to apply for the funding.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed matters pending.  A special meeting was set 
for January 11, 2000, for further legal consultation regarding roads issues. 
 
 Judy Marmon, Northwest Community Service and Restitution Organization, met 
with the Board to request they consider awarding a portion of the County’s Juvenile 
Accountability Incentive Block grant to her organization.  Additional information will be 
available through the Williams County Auditor’s office. 
 
 Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud and IS Coordinator Tina Langhans presented 
additional information on the Eagle Records Indexing and Imaging system. 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to accept legislative changes and 
switch the County health insurance coverage to a Select Choice 100 program, adjusting 
premiums accordingly.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, Emergency Services, met with the Board.  It was decided to 
switch the funding for the emergency cell phones from the Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness fund to the General Fund.  Samuelson should get firm costs estimates for 



back up generators for the two County radio towers. 
 
 Tina Langhans, IS Coordinator, requested and was granted funding to hire a 
student to revamp the County web page. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the following license 
applications:  T.J.’s:  on/off beer & wine with Sunday; Golf Club and Eagles:  on/off 
beer, off sale liquor, both with Sunday;  Madeline Miller:  off sale beer, off sale wine, 
both with Sunday; Long X and The Big Opening:  on/off beer and liquor, both with 
Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to execute the Alexander policing 
contract for the year 2000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to execute a County Deed to 
LeMoine or Clarice Hartel for Lots 1 through 16, Block 11, Schafer Townsite.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:30 PM until December 29, 1999, beginning at 9:00 
AM . 
 

December  29, 1999 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 29, 1999.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve final bills for 1999 as 
listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A letter was received from Tom McCabe re:  scoria in private drives.  Auditor 
Olson is to draft a letter referring him back to the Township Board. 
 
 Gene Transtrom met with the Board regarding the installation of a cattle guard on 
the roadway in the southeast quarter of Section 17, T149N, R99W.  Adjacent 
landowners had been contacted and had no objections.  Mr. Transtrom has a guard and 
would be responsible for its installation.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to 
approve the guard as proposed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Director of Tax Equalization Barbara Bauman met with the Board regarding the 
GIS project.  Many extra hours were put into this project by herself and other 
employees.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to allow $5,700 as additional 
contract labor for the GIS Project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mrs. Bauman presented information on abatement applications from the Harvey 



Monson Estate on property in Alexander City.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Anderson to accept the recommendation of the Alexander City Council and reject the 
applications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported that he had received a reply from the Forest 
Service under the Freedom of Information Act.  At least three copies should be made of 
this material which is a stack nine inches high.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Chinn to authorize contracted copying services for this project.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson presented the new court services agreement between 
the State, Watford City and the County.  Fees would be split 70% to the State and 15% 
each to the City and County.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the 
agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of the road near Tim Dwyer, Jr.  State’s Attorney 
Johnson is to send letters to Mr. Dwyer and other participants in the original discussion 
stating that it is the consensus of the Board that this road is a public road.  A decision 
will be made later as to the level of maintenance and any improvements to be made. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to advertise for bid letting for 
Project CP-4407(801), a bridge one mile north and one mile east of Watford City; and 
Project CP-4324(401), one mile of paving one mile south of Watford City.  Opening is to 
be February 1, 2000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Mjelstad had been contacted regarding signing near a residence 
on Route 27.  “Children At Play” signs will be installed. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to transfer funds from the General 
Fund to the JDA Capital fund to cover the deficit in that fund.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to make the following budgeted 
transfers to the Road & Bridge Fund:  from General Fund, $500,000.00; from District 
Road, $275,000.00 and from Highway Tax Distribution, $1,400,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until January 4, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

January 4, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 4, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson. 
 
 Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order and opened the floor for 
nominations for Chairman for 2000.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to 



nominate Cayko.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud that nominations 
cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko opened the floor for nominations for Vice Chairman for 2000.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to nominate Chinn.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Anderson that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Chinn.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Anderson that First International Bank, McKenzie County Bank and Dakota West Credit 
Union, all of Watford City, be designated as depositories for County funds and that the 
Pledge of Assets in the amount of $6,363,323.11 filed by First International Bank, 
Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be 
approved; that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $3,869,297.53 filed by McKenzie 
County Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such 
bank be approved; and that the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,335,162.70 filed 
by Dakota West Credit Union, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of 
County funds in such bank be approved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 9:40 am, Treasurer Svihovec came in and Auditor Olson left to attend a 
funeral. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the Treasurer’s report and 
approve the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
  District Ranger Spike Thompson, McKenzie Ranger District, informed the Board 
that the comment period on the revised Grasslands plan has been extended to 
February 3, 2000.  Other issues discussed included the Pasture 12 decision and the 
proposal for roadless areas.  The number of issues currently being presented by the 
Forest Service may be causing some public confusion as to which issue is being 
addressed at any given time.  The Forest Service will also be reviewing the economic 
report regarding the revision plan which was compiled by Dr. Larry Leistritz, NDSU 
economist. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson, Deputy Lloyd Clock, IS Coordinator Tina Langhans and 
Emergency Service Director Jerry Samuelson met with the Board.  There was a 
discussion of Bob Perry’s use of office space at Alexander City Hall.  It was decided that 
this is not needed for the future.   
 Sheriff Larson requested bids to replace the 1990 Crown Victoria, which has over 
100,000 miles on it. The new vehicle would replace Deputy Johnston’s current vehicle.  
The Board requested that Sheriff Larson or a Deputy attend the bid openings. 
 Sheriff Larson presented information on new truck scales.  The current set is 
malfunctioning and would be expensive to repair.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Chinn to purchase six scales for the Sheriff’s Department using Road & Bridge funds.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Deputy Clock reported that the new trunk equipment has been installed.  US 



West installations for 911 are scheduled for March.  The radio console will be installed 
this month.  He also presented a City Addressing System extension map for the area 
around Watford City.  Signing is recommended for the cities, main roads and the main 
populated areas of the county.  Watford City and the immediate surrounding area will 
have a different addressing system than the rest of the county but both systems will 
work with the State system.  Since there is already a state system for addressing, the 
question is what signs to put up, considering who will benefit most-the public or the 
emergency response personnel.  Clock will also check with Richland County, Montana, 
regarding 911 services in extreme western and southwestern McKenzie County. 
 There was general discussion regarding problems with the radio towers and 
repeaters, all of which are being addressed. 
 
 Auditor Olson returned to the meeting at 11:30 AM. 
 
 The house to house survey for 911 is progressing.  Langhans mentioned that 
there may be houses without phones that would not be on the telephone company 
listings that would need to be included.  Clock has been working on that.  He presented 
a Wireless 9-1-1 Negotiation agreement for consideration.  Larson reported that some 
schooling for the dispatchers has been completed and that there will be an emergency 
medical dispatch training.   
 
 Fuels bids were opened per advertised notice.  Bids were submitted by Rolfson 
Oil Company.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept this bid for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter presented a list of old outstanding bills for the Road & 
Bridge Department.  These were tabled until the January 11 meeting when the State’s 
Attorney would be present.   
 Holter reported that there were 186 equipment hours and 36 supervisor hours 
during the October 31, 1999 fire and an additional 89 equipment hours for cleanup after 
the fire. 
 There was a discussion of the fencing both sides of the road/no cattle guard 
requirements for roads using Forest Highway money.  Commissioner Anderson will try 
to meet with Transportation Department officials in Bismarck in February. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to execute the NDDOT Construction 
and Maintenance Agreement for Project BRO-27(26), a structure on Timber Creek.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a Wireless 9-1-1 
Negotiation agreement which authorizes the North Dakota 9-1-1 Association to request 
from and negotiate with the appropriate wireless telephone service providers for 
enhanced 9-1-1 services.  The County would have the right to accept or reject any 
proposal so negotiated.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ron Whited, Jim Ozbun, Larry Schnell, Keith Winter and Dale Patten joined the 
Board for a discussion of a recent ND Consensus Council sponsored trip to the Lander, 



WY, area.  Commissioner Rolfsrud, Mr. Ozbun and Mr. Schnell were on the trip.  There 
will be a followup meeting on January 22 at the Travel Lodge in Dickinson.   
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to pay the costs of gravel surfacing 
on the public portion of a road near the Southern Cross Ranch in Section 34, Township 
145N, Range 102W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to make the following Board 
appointments:  JDA, terms ending January 1, 2003-Denton Zubke and Jim Pojorlie; 
Library Board, term ending January 1, 2003-Dorothy Reil; School Reorganization, terms 
ending January 1, 2003-James Jacobson and Curtis Sorenson.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to advertise for bids for a Sheriff’s 
Department vehicle with bid opening on March 7, 2000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until 10 AM on January 11, 2000. 
 

January 11, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 11, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko opened the meeting.  Also present were County Engineer John Holter, 
Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson . 
 
 A number of road issues were discussed including the status of the road into the 
Southern Cross Ranch (Section 34, T145N, R102W) and the road through Sections 25 
& 36, T149N, R96W and Sections 19 & 30, T149N, R95W. 
 
 There was a discussion of the various current Forest Service related issues with 
regard to direct and indirect impact on County revenues.  The section line laws and 
other road easement issues are the pivot point.  It was decided to research three areas 
in the County in depth and assess that information to determine future action.  State’s 
Attorney Johnson will oversee the project.   
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve an application from 
Jayson Lund for an anhydrous license for the former Roughrider Grain facility at 
Alexander.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to reappoint Mjelstad to the Upper 
Missouri District Health Unit board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of the upcoming meeting of the ND Consensus Council, 
January 22, 2000, in Dickinson, as a follow-up of the Wyoming trip.  One concern is that 
this group has no decision-making authority.  Another is that oil interests have not been 



included.  Rolfsrud will attend. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until February 1, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

February 1, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 1, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was a discussion of recording 
fixed assets.  Consensus is to record them at the fund level. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to develop guidelines for consistent 
hiring practices for county personnel.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills and payroll as 
listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for CP 4407(801), structure on Cherry 
Creek northeast of Watford City.   The following bids were submitted:  Wanzek 
Construction, Fargo - $188,473.17; Swingen Construction, Grand Forks - $216,706.19; 
Industrial Builders, Fargo - $171,361.20; Ernie’s Construction, Minot - $172,594.59; 
Franz Construction, Sidney, MT - $157,738.97; Oakland-Fisher Construction, Cartwright 
- $157,113.25.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to award the contract to 
Oakland-Fisher, pending review of the bid for compliance with bid specifications.  Voting 
aye:  Chinn, Mjelstad, Anderson, Cayko. Voting nay:  Rolfsrud. Motion carried.  The 
Engineer’s office later reported that the bid was in compliance. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for CP 4324(401), a paving project one 
mile south of Watford City.  The following bids were submitted:  Mariner Construction, 
Bismarck - $150,031.30; Franz Construction, Sidney - $96,737.25; Northern 
Improvement, Fargo - $91,930.38.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to 
award the contract to Northern Improvement, pending review of the bid for compliance 
with bid specifications.  The Engineer’s office later reported that the bid was in 
compliance 
 
 Engineer Holter reported that gravel at the Reidle pit will be moved to the 
Buxbaum pit as the Reidle agreement has expired.  There was discussion of relocating 
the Spring Creek #1 bridge and road in order to eliminate the second bridge.  Ernie’s 
Concrete will need to be included in planning as they have already been awarded the 
contract. 



 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Dave Leftwich, Local Government Engineer, North Dakota Department of 
Transportation joined the Board, Engineer Holter and Road Foreman Koeser for a 
discussion of the requirements for federally aided projects and some of the possible 
projects in McKenzie County.  He stated that safety should be the primary concern 
when improving roadways.  He also stated that McKenzie County has made good use 
of federal funding for bridges, which can usually be used only for new construction. 
 
 Engineer Holter presented the Board with a list of equipment to be replaced and 
a project list.  No priorities were set at this meeting. 
 
 District Ranger Spike Thompson informed the Board that at a recent lease sale 
one piece in the Mondak field went for a bonus of $42,000.  February 3, 2000, is the 
official close of comments on the Northern Plains Management Plan revision draft.  
Comments postmarked after that date may not receive an official response, but all new 
information will be reviewed as time allows. 
 
 David Johnson requested that the County submit a letter of financial guarantee 
for the Special Road Funds award for the bike path.  The City will be the actual 
guarantor, but due to populations limits, the County was required to sponsor the 
application.  The City is responsible for 20% of the cost plus engineering and testing.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to send North Dakota Department of 
Transportation a funding guarantee, contingent upon the City’s funding the project in 
2001.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 The funding structure for the Elk/Charbon Irrigation Project is going forward.  
Commissioners are invited to attend the next Water Resource District meeting on 
February 17, 2000, when the bonding procedures will be outlined.   
 There was a discussion regarding work at Arnegard Dam.  Engineer Holter will 
contact Lynn Hovde on this. 
 
 Dale Patten and Keith Winter presented additional information regarding County 
comments on the Northern Plains Management Plan revision draft.  There was a 
discussion of the Consensus Council process and what the County’s role in it should be.  
It was decided to continue with it for now. 
 
 Clerk of Court Lanae Roos presented information on the state funding of Clerks 
of Court.  The County can either continue to fully fund the position or it can apply to the 
state for funding for the nine-tenths full time equivalent that the state has determined is 
the required staffing level in McKenzie County for court related duties.  There will be 
more discussion at a meeting in Bismarck on February 3.  Decisions tabled until March 
meeting. 



 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a Juvenile 
Accountability Incentive Block grant award to be equally shared by Northwest 
Community Service and Restitution Organization and the Northwest Youth Assessment 
Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to appoint Paul Wisness and 
Betty Weber to the McKenzie County Job Development Authority Board, terms ending 
January 1, 2003.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the Joint Operating and 
Financial Plan for Sheriff’s patrols on the National Grasslands.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to accept the proposal of The 
Printers for Election supplies during 2000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the City’s recommendation 
and approve abatement applications for Cary & Darlene Garmann and Lucille Thomas.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to adopt comments previously 
submitted on the Northern Great Plains Management Plan revision draft as its official 
comment with the addition of  the following three documents:  copy of Federal Court 
Order in the case of McKenzie County v. Hodel, et al,; copy of Federal Court Judgement 
in the case of McKenzie County v. Hodel, et al, Federal District Court, N.D. 1993 
(unreported Summary Judgement); and the Opinion of the North Dakota Attorney 
General dated January 26, 2000, relating to the public roads and section lines located 
within and on the National Grasslands in Western North Dakota; and to join McKenzie 
County Grazing Association in its comments being prepared for submission by February 
3, 2000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM until March 7, 2000, beginning at 9:00 
AM. 
 

March 7, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 7, 2000.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson; absent:  Commissioner 
Chinn.  Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud and Information Services Coordinator Tina 
Langhans presented information on records imaging.  Filming of all documents using 
the FEMA grant program has been completed.  The North Dakota Register of Deeds 
convention will be held in Watford City, June 7-9, 2000.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Rolfsrud to purchase a document imaging system with 5 user and 2 public 
workstations from Information Systems Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Mjelstad left the meeting at 10:30 AM to attend a funeral. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a Sheriff’s Department vehicle.  
Sheriff Paul Larson, David Sanford and Oscar Knudtson were present.  Bids were as 
follows:  S & S Motors, 2000 Ford Taurus - cash price, $16,800 less $700 trade 
allowance for a 1990 Ford LTD, net price of $16,100.  OK Implement, 2000 Dodge 
Intrepid - cash price, $18,955 less $1,445 trade allowance for a 1990 Ford LTD, net 
price of  $17,510.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of S 
& S Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
   
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve the payroll as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Darin Langerud and Paul Moen presented the 1999 operations report for the 
Cloud Modification project.  Also present were Atmospheric Resources board members 
Orville Hellandsaas, Rodney Cross and Sandra Flynn.  Mr. Hellandsaas requested that 
the weather modification authority be renewed.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by 
Anderson to renew the authority and appoint the following board members to five year 
terms:  Rodney Cross, Eldean Flynn, Orville Hellandsaas, Gary Levang and Lynn 
Swenson.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 David Johnson presented information on CDBG money for completion of 
renovations on the Technology Center (former Roughrider Implement building).  County 
money already spent will serve as matching money for the grant.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Rolfsrud to enter into a joint agreement with the City of Watford City 
for this project and for the county to be the sponsoring unit of government on the grant.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tina Langhans, Information Services Coordinator, explained the ExplorNet class 
currently being offered at Watford City High School.  The Commission supports the 
County cooperation with and utilization of this project. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve raffle permits from the 
Keene Luther League and Pheasants Forever.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to accept the recommendation of 
the Blue Buttes Township Board and approve the abatement application of Perry 
Sorenson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with the only bids submitted by Farmers Union 
Oil Company.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the bid.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer John Holter informed the Board that the load restrictions had started on 
March 1.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to allow the following variance 
to the Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and the west four miles 
of County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s Grasslands Complex to the Montana line):  All 
vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A gross vehicle weight 
restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Mjelstad returned to the meeting at 1:20 PM. 
 
 Engineer Holter and the Board discussed the Spring Creek #1 bridge 
replacement project on Route 34.  If easements can be obtained, the bridge and road 
should be relocated to eliminate the #2 bridge.  Ernie’s Concrete, holder of the contract, 
also must be contacted. 
 Bill Jorgenson  was present to discuss issues with a road between his place and 
County Route #53.  Additional information is needed before any decision can be made. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to advertise for bids for road 
equipment and vehicles.  After further discussion, it was moved by Rolfsrud and 
seconded by Mjelstad to table the matter until further investigation into the condition of 
various equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Clerk of Court Lanae Roos and Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud discussed the 
changes being made in their duties by the Legislature.  Moved by Rolfsrud and 
seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the 1999 Legislative Assembly enacted House Bill 1274, codified in 
part as NDCC Ch. 27-05.2, which provided various methods for funding clerk of district 
court services; and 
 WHEREAS, staffing standards approved by the North Dakota Supreme Court 
identify McKenzie County as requiring .87 full-time employee to provide clerk of district 
court services, which enables McKenzie County to seek state-funding for clerk services 
through a funding agreement with the Supreme Court; and 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners has considered other 
methods for funding clerk of district court services; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,  that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners elects to enter into an agreement withe the Supreme Court to receive 



funding for the provision of clerk of district court services in accordance with NDCC 27-
05.2-02(6). 
 All voting aye, resolution is adopted. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, explained about reimbursements available from the State 
Division of Emergency Management for his duties as Disaster Emergency Services 
Coordinator.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to amend the DES budget 
to include county matches for FICA/Medicare and retirement and a prorated portion of 
county paid health and life which would then be eligible for fifty per cent 
reimbursements.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Samuelson also requested 
consideration of some reimbursement to the Watford City Senior Citizens for 
transportation of veterans to appointments.  Tabled. 
 
 Steve Scofield, Joe Weber, Scott Swenson, Sue Johnsrud and Bruce Erickson 
met with the Board on behalf of the Lewis & Clark Committee.  They explained plans for 
the Tobacco Garden Recreation Area which is a certified Lewis & Clark site.  Plans 
include teepees which could be used for interpretive events and for lodging and an 
enclosed shelter that would be available for group functions and would be an 
information site.  The funding request will be discussed at the County Park Board 
meeting on March 16, 2000. 
 
 Tony Erba, Forest Service, gave the board a handout on the Forest Service’s 
new policy for managing their roads.  There was a discussion regarding the confusion 
with signing and on maps as to which roads are Forest Service and which are County.  
Erba gave an update on activities in the District and with the management plan revision. 
 
 David and Crystal Hatter and Tim and Tori Dwyer met with the Board regarding a 
road across Section 2, T147N, R104W and Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, R104W.  
More information will be needed before this can be declared “public” or “private”.  
State’s Attorney Johnson is to follow up previous correspondence with this information.  
No decision will be made on this matter unless Mr. Dwyer is present for the discussion. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $98,332.50 from Oakland & Fisher 
Construction received in the bid opening of February 18, 2000, for Project BRO 27(26) 
was the low bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Oakland & Fisher Construction  the contract for Project 
BRO 27(26) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 



 All voting aye, the resolution carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to execute the Construction and 
Maintenance Agreement and right of way certification for Project TEO 27(25).  This is 
for additions to the bike path in Watford City and all funding comes from the City.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to accept Konell Rhone’s offer of 
$400, the minimum sales price, on IT 473 EX IT 857, part of Lot7, Block 2, Schell & 
Jarland Addition to Watford City, and to issue a County Tax Deed on this property.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve a commercial lease 
agreement with the Cross Consulting Group for the south 3500 square feet of the 
Computer Center and the south parking lot.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to increase the County’s mileage 
reimbursement rate to thirty-two cents (32¢) per mile, effective March 1, 2000.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve the Jail manual of 
procedures and policies as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to merge Pershing precinct with 
Blue Buttes precinct with polling at the Keene Community Center.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to advertise for bid openings on 
April 11, 2000, for culverts, gravel and scoria crushing, bridge timber and cutting edges.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until April 4, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

April 4, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 4, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Auditor Olson passed out the Treasurer’s written report.  Moved by Mjelstad and 
seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written, the Treasurer’s report as 
written and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jan Trimmer, Upper Missouri District Health Unit director, updated the Board on 
the Unit’s activities.  She reported that Marcia Washburn has been hired as the 



McKenzie County Public Health Nurse at 50% time, which is mostly out of office.   The 
office is staffed on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  10% of the tobacco settlement money will 
go into a Community Health Trust Fund and some of these funds will be available to the 
Unit in the future. 
 Jim Ward presented the annual report on the Landfill.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Rolfsrud to have free days at the Landfill on April 29 and September 30.  
Voting aye, Anderson, Cayko, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud; voting nay, Chinn.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Marcia Washburn stopped in to introduce herself and answer questions. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson answered questions regarding the transportation of veterans by 
the Watford City Senior Citizens.  He should put in a voucher for this. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners recessed to a Park Board meeting at 11:00 AM, 
reconvening at 1:15 PM. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to 
accept the bids of Rolfson Oil Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Koeser and Gene Gunderson were present to update the Board and 
discuss various Road Department matters.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Rolfsrud to advertise to take bids at the May meeting (rescheduled to Thursday, the 4th), 
for the following:  one or more mowers, trading one or more mowers; two FWD tractors 
up to 120 HP, trading one JD 2755; two pickups, trading the 1992 Dodge ½ T. and the 
1992 Chevrolet ½ T.; and one crawler tractor, trading the 1979 International TD15.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ann Johnsrud discussed personnel matters in her office.  A full time position was 
approved for the imaging project and the temporary part time position upgraded to 
regular half-time. 
 
 Tina Langhans, IT Coordinator updated the Board on technology matters.  A 
separate server will be installed for the GIS project and a presenter purchased.  The 
Community Technology Center is going well, with programming classes to begin soon.  
Additional wiring will need to be done. 
 
 Spike Thompson reported that there is an oil & gas well proposal to be scoped, 
as well as the overnight sites on the Maah Daah Hey Trail.  He also presented a 
preliminary map identifying road jurisdictions. 
 
 Lloyd Clock and Tina Langhans updated the Board on the 911 system.  Jean 
Wold, Jerry Samuelson and Paul Larson were also present.  As soon as the connectors 
between the 911 system and the data base are installed, testing can begin.  A computer 
will also need to be updated for State Radio communications.  Dispatchers have all 



been trained.  Deputies, Jerry and possibly the City police should also take the training, 
to be available for backup.  Watford City’s addressing system can be extended to the 
immediate area outside the city limits, but the state system must be used everywhere 
else.  The Post Office will inform patrons when to use a new mailing address and the 
correct form for it.  Work continues with the phone company and Richland County for 
coverage in the western part of the County.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by 
Anderson to execute a tower site outlease reimbursable agreement with the United 
State Government to install a 911 repeater on their tower site southeast of Alexander.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to authorize the State’s Attorney to 
work with Midland Atlas Company to produce maps of the county’s variously held 
mineral interests from condemnations in the 1930's.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to set the following precincts, 
polling sites and hours: 
 
PRECINCT POLLING PLACE POLL HOURS 
Alexander Alexander City Hall 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Arnegard Arnegard City Hall 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Bennie Pierre Leland School 11 A.M. to 7 P.M. MST 
Blue Buttes Keene Community Building 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Estes Horse Creek School 11 A.M. to 7 P.M. MST 
Hoffman Dragswolf Village Community Center 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Ideal McKenzie Co. Courthouse 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Loyal Squaw Gap Community Hall 11 A.M. to 7 P.M. MST 
Mandaree Mandaree School 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Rhoades Grassy Butte Community Hall 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. MST 
Schafer R.E.C. Building 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Sioux Cartwright Hall 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Twin Valley Twin Valley Hall 11 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Watford City Ward 1 Watford City Hall  9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Watford City Ward 2 Watford City Hall  9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Watford City Ward 3 Watford City Hall 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. CST 
Yellowstone East Fairview School 9 A.M. to 7 P.M. MST 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to contribute $10,000 to the cost of 
the Lewis & Clark Lodge at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area, contingent upon the 
committee’s obtaining the balance of funding from other sources.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until Tuesday, April 11, 2000, beginning at 10:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

April 11, 2000 



 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 11, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 John Holter and Bruce Erickson met with the Board to discuss possible dredging 
and rip rap projects near the boat dock at Tobacco Gardens Recreation Area.  A 404 
permit application will be filed with the Corps. 
 
 Crushing bids were opened per advertised notice.  Bids were submitted by 
Mittleider Transport, Tappen; Sundre Sand & Gravel, Minot; A & G Construction, 
Balfour; and Pioneer Construction, Mandan.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Anderson to accept the bids of A & G Construction, Sundre Sand & Gravel and 
Mittleider Transport, with the lowest bidder, A & G Construction to be called first on 
each job.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the bid for bridge lumber 
received from Hills Products Group, Spearfish.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of North Dakota 
Concrete Products, Bismarck, for concrete products for the road department.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept the bid of Johnston Fargo 
Culvert Company for metal culverts and accessories.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cutting edge bids were submitted per advertised notice by RDO Equipment 
Company, Bismarck and Tractor & Equipment Company, Williston.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of RDO Equipment.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding possible allocations of expected revenues 
resulting from passage of SB 2022 in the last session.  The County will not receive the 
first allocation until June.  Tabled until May 4, 2000, meeting. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to distribute $1,150,883.48 in 
Bankhead-Jones funds as follows: 
for Townships, taxable value times mill levy times 2; for Schools, the larger of taxable 
value times mill levy times 2 or $350 per resident student; balance to Road & Bridge.  
The taxable values are to be adjusted by the 1998 agricultural increase of 3%.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko had attended a meeting at the State Water Commission at 
which $70,000 had been allocated for the Environmental Impact Statement required by 
Montana before a buffer zone can be established for the Weather Modification program. 
 



 The meeting was adjourned until Thursday, May 4, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

May 4, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 4, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tom Miller, McKenzie Electric; Daryl Flagen, Yellowstone SD # 14; Murray Kline, 
Alexander SD #2, David Johnson and Janet Sanford, McKenzie SD #1 and County 
Superintendent Nancy Wisness met with the Board for a discussion of changes in the 
gross receipts tax paid by electric cooperatives and their effects on revenues to taxing 
districts, especially schools.  Proposals for further changes to the tax structure for both 
cooperatives and investor owned utilities were also discussed. 
 
 Bids per advertised notice for Road Department hopper type sanders, with no 
trades, were submitted as follows:  Swanston Equipment, Flink brand - one for $4,981 
or two for $9,236. 
 
 Bids per advertised notice for Road Department pickups, trading one 1992 
Dodge ½ ton for a 3/4 ton and one 1992 Chevrolet ½ ton for a ½ ton, were submitted as 
follows:  Falls Automotive, one Dodge Ram 3/4 ton - $24,777 less $1,500 trade for a net 
of $23,277; one Dodge Ram ½ ton - $22,488 less $2,500 trade for a net of $19,988; OK 
Implement, one Dodge Ram 3/4 ton - $26,141 less $2,351 trade for a net of $23,790; 
one Dodge Ram ½ ton - $23,725 less $4,495 trade for a net of $19,230; S & S Motors, 
one Ford 3/4 ton - $25,940 less $2,500 trade for a net of  $23,440; one Ford ½ ton - 
$24,300 less $5,300 trade for a net of 19,000. 
 
 Bids per advertised notice for Road Department tractors, trading one 1988 JD 
2755 with loader, were submitted as follows:  RDO Equipment, John Deere 7510 - 
$56,500 for one, $113,000 for two, trade allowance of $14,000 for a net of $42,500 for 
one or $99,000 for two; Heggen Equipment, Case IH MX135 - $65,827 for one, 
$128,440 for two, trade allowance of $12,827 on purchase of one or $12,440 on 
purchase of two for a net of $53,000 for one or $116,000 for two; Haugen’s Inc., JD 
7510 - $57,660 for one, $115,320 for two, trade allowance of $15,000 for a net of 
$42,660 for one or $100,320 for two. 



 
 Bids per advertised notice for a Road Department crawler-type tractor, trading 
one 1979 International TD-15, were submitted as follows: Tractor & Equipment, one 
Caterpillar D5M - $116,000 less $15,000 trade for a net of $101,000. 
 
 Bids per advertised notice for Road Department mowers, trading four Alamo 
mowers, were submitted as follows:  RDO Equipment, Alamo A14-4 - $13,942.50 for 
one, $55,770 for four, trade allowance of $2,000 each for a net for four mowers of 
$47,770; Heggen Equipment, Rhino SR14 - $15,764 for one, $63,056 for four, trade 
allowance of $7,764 each for a net for four mowers of $32,000. 
 
 Road Superintendent Koeser took the bids to review for compliance with 
specifications. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil  
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Koeser returned to the meeting to report on his review of the bids. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Swanston 
Equipment for two new sanders.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to accept the bids of S & S Motors 
for one new 3/4 ton and one new ½ ton pickup with the trades specified.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of RDO 
Equipment for two new tractors with the trade specified.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Heggen 
Equipment for four new mowers with the trades specified.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Tractor & 
Equipment for one new D5M crawler tractor with the trade specified.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed the projects in progress and proposed.  
Route 27 has been added to the Forest Highway list, making additional funds available.  
No federal funds are available to improve State Street on the state line at East Fairview.  
Commissioner Cayko to contact Richland County for their input on this project. 
 
 Jess Anne Knutson and Curt Glasoe, Forest Service, discussed the road 
maintenance lists with the Board.  Changes will be made and brought back for review at 



the next meeting. 
 Dale Naze, County Extension Agent, presented the Family Nutrition program 
proposal for October 2000-September 2001.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Mjelstad to support this program with in-kind participation.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on his activities.  He has completed Part I of a Risk 
Management program that will result in an additional 3 percent for the County’s Workers 
Compensation premiums.  Radios were purchased for the Keene Fire Department with 
funding from the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness program.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to allocate new BLM royalty 
revenues as follows:  Forty (40) percent to the County General Fund, forty-five (45) 
percent to schools, based on resident students and fifteen (15) percent to cities, based 
on population.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to allow up to $50 for a made in 
McKenzie County door prize for the State Register of Deeds convention to be held in 
Watford City in June.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $100,965.00 from Doeden Construction 
received in the bid opening of April 14, 2000, for Project TEO 27(25) was the low bid 
received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Doeden Construction the contract for Project TEO 
27(25) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to advertise for bids for the Cross 
Consulting Building Renovation using funds from a Community Development Block 
Grant, with opening on June 6, 2000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties permit agreement.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned until June 6, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 



June 6, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 6, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 County Agent Dale Naze invited the Board to attend a farewell gathering for Jerry 
Dodd, NDSU, at the Grazing Association on Thursday afternoon and reminded them of 
the dinner for NDSU President Joe Chapman on the 22nd. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills as listed, holding 
one to Tractor and Equipment and one to Prairie Truck for additional information.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Curt Glasoe and Jess Anne Knutson met with the Board to discuss the schedule 
of roads for the road maintenance agreement.  Glasoe asked to purchase surfacing 
materials for the Maah Daah Hey Trail overnight sites.  Approved.  Spike Thompson 
was also present to review the roadless initiative, comment period ending July 17.  
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for all fuels at all locations for the month of June.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed the progress with the minerals inventory.  He 
requested that money be budgeted in the future for the Narcotics Task Force.  The 
Board agreed that it should be in the Sheriff’s budget. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed projects and activities in the Road Department.  
North Dakota Department of Transportation has rated Route 27 as a Forest Highway.  
Road problems in the SWSW, Section 5, T150N, R95W were discussed.  Anderson, 
Holter and Dennis Bingeman should meet at the site to review options.  The Board 
approved moving Russ Skogen to permanent full time, replacing David Edes, who 
retired; installing walk-in doors at the Cartwright and Alexander shops and overhead 
doors for the Watford City shop.   
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for renovations at the Cross Consulting 
building.  Bids were submitted by Beard Construction, Watford City, and Wickum 
Construction, Williston.  No action was taken pending review of revenue sources. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to follow the recommendations of 



the Alexander City Council and grant abatement applications made by Ben and Karen 
Dwyer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 DES Coordinator Jerry Samuelson updated the Board on the clean up in East 
Fairview and reported on a small oil spill in an irrigation canal.   
 
 Director of Tax Equalization Barbara Bauman and Kirk Wold were present for the 
Board of Equalization hearing.  Mr. Wold explained his estimate of his property’s value.  
Bauman will do a formal appraisal of the property next week.  Moved by Rolfsrud and 
seconded by Mjelstad to accept the recommendations to increase agricultural land by 
2.1% and non-crop land by 5% to stay in the guidelines of the State Board of 
Equalization.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bruce Erickson reported on the projects and activities at the Recreation Area.  
ND Game & Fish may allow more dollars for their cost share on the fish cleaning 
station.  The Lewis & Clark picnic shelter is progressing and should be usable by this 
Thursday for the state Register of Deeds convention.  The Board approved a request for 
surfacing to and around the picnic shelter. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a resolution outlining the 
duties to be retained in the Clerk of Court’s office and those to be transferred to the 
Register of Deeds office pursuant to 1999 HB 1275 (complete copy on file).  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Rolfsrud as his representative on the County 
Canvassing Board June 19. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a Pest Control 
Agreement with the North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to authorize Chinn as the 
County’s voting delegate at the annual NACo conference.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve an off-sale beer 
license, no Sunday sales, for Dixie Chapin, DBA Dixie’s in Keene.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to authorize county personnel to 
assist Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson in the collection of data for the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation’s needs assessment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 As the Fourth of July holiday is on the first Tuesday, the July meeting was 
scheduled for Thursday, July 6, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 



 Meeting was adjourned. 
 

July 6, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 6, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including the current pledge of assets.  
She updated the Board on the status of the effort to have a Motor Vehicle branch office 
in the County Treasurers’ offices, and asked if two commissioners would meet with 
some department heads to develop salary guidelines for the 2001 budget. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written, 
the Treasurer’s report as presented and approve the bills as listed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Dan Wilhelmson, Consolidated Telephone General Manager, along with Paul 
Schuetzler, CTC, and Dean Anagost, KLJ, briefed the Board on the partnership 
between McKenzie Electric and CTC,  to be known as McKenzie Consolidated Telcom, 
to provide local telephone services and Internet connections in Watford City. 
 
 Gene Veeder met with the Board to review JDA activities.  Moved by Rolfsrud 
and seconded by Chinn to amend the JDA budget from $77,393 to $82,393.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed himself, Commissioner Rolfsrud, Treasurer Svihovec 
and Register of Deeds Johnsrud to meet regarding 2001 salaries. 
 
 Information Services Coordinator Langhans briefed the Board on problems with 
the wireless system and options for future connectivity. 
 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, briefed the Board on current 
Grasslands activity. 
 
 Fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil and Rolfson Oil were opened.  Moved by Chinn 
and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on Road & Bridge projects.   
 Gary Thorson, Watford City Council, met with the Board to request that the 
allocation of the new BLM mineral interest payments be the same as the oil & gas 
production taxes.  The Board stated that, starting with that allocation, 5% from each the 
county and the cities was shifted to the schools. 
 



 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve the transfer of liquor 
licenses from Roland and Judyth Dahl to Kim and Julie Grotte.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a raffle permit for St. 
Ann’s Altar Society.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to make the following Board 
appointments:  Sharleen Thompson and Gene Pojorlie to the County Weed Board; 
Raymond Mrachek and Lee Stevens to the County Park Board; Denton Zubke to the 
County Water Board; Charles Aasen to the County Human Services Board; and John 
Kirkland to the Northwest Human Service Council.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve a three year contract 
with the North Dakota State Auditor’s Office for compliance audits.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 David Drovdal and Tax Director Bauman met with the Board to review Mr. 
Drovdal’s application for abatement and settlement of taxes on two properties.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to follow the recommendation of the Watford 
City Council and approve the application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ross Sundeen, Charles Simpson, Lori Renbarger, Olaf Loomer and Dale 
Garmann met with the Board to discuss a special assessment for paving done in their 
neighborhood.  State’s Attorney Johnson will be asked to clarify some issues before any 
decision is made. 
 
 A delegation from the B3 Skateboarders Club, led by Dana Ward and Jesse 
Lawrence, informed the Board of a skateboard park being developed on the old 
basketball court near the swimming pool.  Members of the club are from various parts of 
the county.  Construction and fund raising are underway.  Tabled until some issues can 
be discussed with the City Park Board. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt a resolution to the Forest 
Service regarding the roadless initiative.  (Full copy on file)  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson that the Pledge of Assets in the 
amount of $6,660,175.48 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, 
to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of 
Assets in the amount of $3,939,354.23 filed by McKenzie County Bank, Watford City, 
North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; and that 
the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,218,299.16 filed by Dakota West Credit Union, 
Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be 
approved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
     The meeting was adjourned until August 1, 2000, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 



 
July 27, 2000 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 27, 2000, for a special meeting on 
proper call by the Chairman.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, 
Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Purpose of the meeting was to set salary guidelines for budget year 2001.  
Treasurer Linda Svihovec and Tax Director Barbara Bauman, who had worked with 
Commissioners Cayko and  Rolfsrud  on a preliminary proposal, also attended the 
meeting. 
 
 No official action on salaries was taken. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 PM.  
 

August 1, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 1, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written, 
the Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills and payroll as listed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 David and Larry Jones and Ron Foreman, Grail Township, met with the Board 
regarding a new cattle guard that had been upgraded by county crews on a section of 
road with which the township has not been involved in the past.  County Engineer Holter 
was also present.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to accept 1.75 miles 
in Sections 1, 2, and 12, Grail Township (T150N, R95W) and one mile in Section 35, 
T151N, R95W (former Berg Township) as County Route 59.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson informed the Board that the annual state workshop for local 
Emergency Managers will be held in Watford City September 12-14.  He requested 
funding for a door prize and coffee break which was allowed.  Chairman Cayko will 
speak at the opening. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a raffle permit for the 
Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Ron Rankin and Linda Svihovec met with the Board regarding the proposed 
skateboard park.  The Watford City Park District will have the liability and handle the 
finances for the project. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to adopt the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS; the North Dakota Association of Counties has instituted the Excellence in 
County Government award to recognize significant contributions by county officials and 
employees; and 
 
WHEREAS; Gene Veeder has been outstanding in his promotion of McKenzie County, 
persistent in helping the County develop technology services and opportunities; and 
aggressive in his job development efforts; and 
 
WHEREAS; his efforts with state officials and the Western Governors Association 
resulted in the designation of McKenzie County as a Center for Excellence in Rural 
America (CERA); and 
 
WHEREAS; his efforts have resulted in the establishment of a community wireless 
network shared by the City of Watford City, McKenzie County School District and the 
County; the successful recruitment of three technology based businesses; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners nominates Gene Veeder for the 2000 Excellence in County 
Government award in the County Employee category. 
 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Spike Thompson, Forest Service, updated the Board on various Forest Service 
planning.  Tony Erba was also present. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 12:00 noon, reconvening at 1:20 PM. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on the various road projects.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to deny a petition for financing a road 
improvement which was presented at the July 6, 2000, meeting by Ross Sundeen, Kent 
Norbeck and Charles Simpson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lloyd Clock reported that if U.S. West completes its work on it, the 911 system 
will be tested beginning next week.  More work needs to be done on the street names 



for addressing and the contract with Richland County, Montana, for coverage in the 
Yellowstone Valley. 
 
 Reyburn Johnston informed the Board about a federal Department of Justice 
grant that would require a 10% county match for mobile vision systems.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to authorize the grant application.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to approve gravel crushing/stockpile 
agreements with the Lassey Farms and with Ilene M Gutjahr and Aletta Cole.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the policing agreement 
with the City of Alexander with no changes from the current contract, concurring with the 
Alexander City Council.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to amend the County 
Superintendent’s 1999 budget, per her request, in the amount of $189.75.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Department budget packets were handed out.  It was decided to publish them as 
the preliminary budget.  Public budget hearing was set for September 12, 2000, at 
10:00 AM.  Departments and Boards will also be scheduled that day. 
 
 At 4:05 PM, the meeting was adjourned until Tuesday, September 5, 2000, 
beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

September 5, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 5, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Treasurer 
Svihovec.  Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Anderson reported that NDACo is working on possible self-insurance health 
coverage through Workers Compensation. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Svihovec and Gene Veeder discussed changes with the community network, 
wireless network and T-1 service.  Human Services, Register of Deeds and Clerk of 
Court will be switched to the new T-1 later this week and the remainder of the 
Courthouse will stay on the wireless system for now. 



 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on a training conference regarding school safety, and 
discussed the need for a new antenna to increase our coverage and work with 911 and 
future radio service needs.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to purchase a 
new antenna from Kohler Communications for a quoted price of $2,100.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Samuelson is checking into trading one of the FEMA trailers on a motor 
home if it can be done for little or no additional dollars.  He handed out the agendas for 
the ND Disaster Emergency Managers conference which will be held in Watford City 
next week.  He has been attending the risk management training that will give the 
County an additional 2% discount on Workers Comp premiums.  An additional 3% is 
also available this year for implementing a drug and alcohol policy.  The current policy 
was discussed.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to change the wording 
to allow the use of available vacation and/or sick leave to participate in rehabilitation 
programs.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Lloyd Clock, Barbara Bauman, Dean Blikre and Daryl Hochholter met with the 
Board regarding 911.  Bauman requested that Hochholter be contracted to coordinate 
the wrap up of GIS project with the 911 project, which was approved.  Clock reported 
that testing is done and US West should be activating 911 this Friday.  Newspaper 
notices will be published if all goes well after that.  
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a raffle permit for Blue 
Buttes Fun Day.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to approve the re-worked 
jail/dispatch agreement between the County and the City of Watford City.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to appoint Robert Pederson as 
the county delegate for the State Fair annual meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to appoint Chinn to be the voting 
member at the Consolidated Telephone Cooperative annual meeting on October 14.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to send a letter of support to the 
Yellowstone County (MT) Lewis & Clark Bicentennial Commission in support of a 
national signature event proposal.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Chinn to accept Farmers Union’s bid 
for diesel at all locations and Rolfson Oil’s bid for unleaded gas at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Engineer John Holter met with the Board.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Anderson to approve a Communications Network  request to trench across two county 
roads.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Scour and channel inspections will be done on all 
the bridges.  Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Mjelstad to grant Consolidated 
Telephone a right of way easement at the County Shop location in Grassy Butte.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  A landowner had requested a culvert which he would install.  
Board stated that the policy is to supply one culvert and approach into a farmstead, but 
that all other culverts must be purchased by the landowner. 
 
 Nancy Wisness introduced this year’s VOE student, Jessica Kieson. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed pending legal matters with the Board.  With 
Dean Blikre, he presented the maps that have been developed at Midland Atlas 
showing the County’s interest in roads and royalties on the Grasslands.  They will be 
adding oil well locations to the maps.  A letter from Spike Thompson regarding roads on 
Forest Service lands was discussed. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 4:25 PM to re-convene on September 12, at 9:00 
AM for the budget meeting. 

September 12, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 12, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko presided. 
 
 Various department heads and county boards reviewed their 2001 budget 
requests throughout the day. 
 
 Peggy Leiseth, First International Insurance, reviewed the rates for the 2000-
2001 coverage with North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund.  The rates were accepted. 
 
 Commissioner Mjelstad left the meeting at 5:20 PM. 
 
 Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2001 

  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 1st  day of August, 2000, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2001, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 30th day of August, 2000, together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 12th day of September, 2000,  
 



 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2001 through 
December 31, 2001, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 
(copy final budget into this space) 
 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Rolfsrud, seconded by Chinn, and carried that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2001 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 1th day of August, 2000, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2001, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on August 30, 
2000, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 12th 
day of September, 2000, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:00 o’clock AM, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2001 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2000 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $553,877.69 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
 
   County General Fund    $           0.00 
   County Human Services Fund $  65,334.47 
   County Road & Bridge Fund   $           0.00 
   Special Revenue Funds  $384,536.32 
   Unorganized District Road Fund $104,006.90   
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM until October 3, 2000, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 

 
October 3, 2000 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 3, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting at 9:15 AM. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn  to approve the minutes as written, 
the Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills and payroll as listed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser met with the Board to 
discuss crushing at the Lassey pit. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson returned to the meeting at 10:45 AM. 
 
 Gene Pojorlie and Kelly Norby, representing the McKenzie County Soil 
Conservation District, met with the Board to discuss an expiring lease for a county 
owned land tract on which the District has a building.   Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Anderson to renew the lease with the same terms for a additional 20 years, updating 
the District name to McKenzie County Soil Conservation District. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Gary Driessen, A & G Construction, met with the Board to discuss volume 
discrepancies at the Lassey pit.  Also present was County Engineer John Holter.  Due 
to difficult conditions for crushing and stacking and more than usual compaction in the 
piles, Mr. Driessen felt that he had been underpaid on yardage.  It was decided to have 
Ameritech Engineering measure the piles and Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson do testing to 
determine the compaction and go from there.  
 
 Spike Thompson and Joe Alexander, Forest Service, updated the Board on local 
activities and the Northern Plains Management plan revision, and discussed some 
possible road projects. 
 
 The Board recessed at 12:10 PM for lunch, reconvening at 1:15 PM. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with the only bid submitted by Farmers Union 
Oil Company.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to accept this bid for all 



fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Bauman introduced State Tax Commissioner Rick Clayburgh who 
discussed some property tax issues with the Board. 
 
 County Engineer Holter discussed a number of possible projects for the next 
season with the Board.   
 
 Information Services Coordinator Langhans, Ray Hintz, David Johnson, Gene 
Veeder and Linda Svihovec were present for a discussion on the community’s 
technology network.  Langhans gave a presentation on its history and presented some 
possible enhancements to make full use of fiber optics and the equipment being 
supplied by the state. 
 
 Landfill Operator Ward informed the Board about an upcoming problem with 
metals at the landfill.  There is no longer a recycling market and it is now costing the 
county to dispose of “whiteware”.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to 
have Ward contact S & S Tin Bailing to clean up the metal currently at the landfill.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Ward is to bring in a schedule of rates for accepting these 
items in the future.  There is currently no charge. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed the legalities of some road issues with the 
Board.   
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to execute Agreement No. 00-
110118-08-0030, a Forest Development Road  Cooperative Agreement between the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Dakota Prairie Grasslands and McKenzie County.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to execute a five year Professional 
Services Agreement with Computer Professionals, Unlimited of Morris, MN.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to approve the following 
inspectors for the 2000 General Election to be held November 7: 
 Jane Pesek   Alexander    
 Eugene Holen  Arnegard  
 Donna J. Lewis Bennie Pierre 
 Linda Rauser   Blue Buttes   
 Pat Winter  Estes 
 Beulah Chapin Hoffman      
 Carol Johnson  Ideal    
 Amba Wheeling Loyal 
 Lou Ann Phelan   Mandaree 
 Georgine Murray  Rhoades 
 Lillian Hoffmann Schafer 



 Judy Lassey  Sioux     
 Art Gunderson Twin Valley     
 Elaine Fedorenko W.C. Ward 1    
 Gloria Leatherberry W.C. Ward 2 
 Pat Taylor  W.C. Ward 3 
 Karen Klose  Yellowstone 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Rolfsrud to set the minimum sales prices 
for parcels taken October 2, 2000, as follows:  
  SW¼NW¼, NW ¼SW¼, Section 29, T152, R101, Poe TWP  $500.00 
  SE¼NE¼, NE¼SE¼, Section 30, T152, R101, Poe TWP  $500.00 
  2.02 A abandoned ROW, Unplatted Watford City, Section 19, T150, R 98 $100.00  
All voting aye, motion carried. A hearing on these prices will be held at the November 
meeting. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Chinn to represent him on the 
County Canvass Board.  
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to join with the City of Watford 
City and the McKenzie County School District in improvements to the community 
technology network up to $25,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 6:00 PM until November 7, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

November 7, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 7, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  Vice-
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:12 AM as Chairman Cayko was 
delayed by stormy weather.. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Cayko arrived at 9:37 AM and assumed the chair. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec and Register of Deeds Johnsrud were present for a 
discussion on the health insurance coverage for 2001. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices as appraised 
at the October meeting. 



 
 Randy Quale, Kathy Taylor and Mark Dettling, representing the Eastside 
Home Owners in the Norman Dahl subdivision, meet with the Board to explore the 
possibility of the road into the subdivision being paved.  More information will be need 
on ownership of the road as well as current holders of easements. 
 
 After further discussion of the plan proposals from Blue Cross/Blue Shield, it 
was moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to go with the CompChoice100 plan 
with a major medical option, paying the suggested funding level for single policies into 
the fund, and increasing contributions for SPD and family coverage by 50% of the 
difference between the current funding level and the suggested funding level for that 
coverage.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Spike Thompson, District Ranger, met with the Board to discuss activities on 
the grasslands. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice, with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on road projects.  David Johnson, 
City Engineer, was present for a discussion of the fees at the landfill.  This was tabled 
until Ward returns from vacation.  The Bill Jorgenson road will remain minimum 
maintenance for now.  The project on Charlie Bob is ready for a pre-construction 
meeting; Forest Service paperwork is done.  Holter is to arrange a meeting with 
landowners on Route 38 for a discussion on the cattle guards.  There was a discussion 
of future personnel needs at the Cartwright shop.   
 
 IS Coordinator Langhans discussed the cabling project needed to replace 
deteriorating wiring.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to go ahead with 
the proposal from American Communications, which includes a 25 year certification and 
warranty.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed some road concerns and reported on the 
royalty tracking project.  Keith Winter and Dale Patten were also present to discuss the 
County’s future course with regard to the impending release of the Northern Plains 
Management Plan. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Rolfsrud to grant a raffle permit to 
Yellowstone School District #14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to ratify the recent signing of 
the Schedule A attachment to Forest Development Road Cooperative Agreement No. 
00-110118-08-0030 and Work Project Agreement Number 40 for Charlie Bob and 
Lazorenko roads.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a release and 
settlement with Cancade Company. LTD, for damages to truck unit #1 due to the failure 
of a hoist.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Samuelson reported on a problem with the ventilation system in the cell areas 
of the jail.  He should get a couple of estimates for repairs.  He also reported that the 
County may get some reimbursement for expenses related to the two oil spills in the 
East Fairview area.  He is checking on a generator for the radio repeater. 
 
 Dale Naze gave the Board information on some budget options for Extension 
for the 2001-2003 biennium which are about a 6% increase.  Program fees may need to 
be increased. Beef marketing would be a priority. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to contribute the requested $400 
to the Dickinson Area Chamber’s Southwest Night at the Legislature event to be held on 
February 5, 2001.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko designated Chinn as the County’s authorized representative 
on grasslands issues. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:04 PM, until December 5, 2000, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

December 5, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 5, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jeff Roel, Williston Basin RC & D, presented a report on the 2000 activities 
and plans for 2001. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute a County Deed to 
Larry Novak for SW¼NW¼ and NW¼ SW¼, Section 29, Township 152 N, Range 101W 
and SE¼NE¼ and NE¼SE¼, Section 30, Township 152N, Range 101W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of charging for whiteware at the landfill.  Dean 



Anderson will be contacted for information on freon removal and disposal for other 
hazardous components. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to cancel the following 
outstanding warrants: 
 
Warrant      Date 
or Check #     Payee Issued Amount 
22814 Marcia Hellandsaas 7-7-99 $    16.62 
 
151029 Corey J. Samuelson 6-5-98 3.00 
*152503 Gary S. Peterson 10-7-98 106.00 
154723 Williston Vector Control 3-8-99 60.14 
155133 Williston Vector Control 4-15-99 4.36 
155514 Williston Vector Control 5-12-99 9.00 
155685 Harold Rolfsrud 6-2-99 20.00 
155816 Harold Rolfsrud 6-2-99 14.00 
156174 Mary Elizabeth Goldsberry 7–7-99 60.00 
156526 Dorothy Reil 8-4-99 10.00 
157632 Consolidated Telcom 11-2-99 6.00 
159088 Arnegard Café 4-5-00 15.41 
159201 ND Schoolmasters 4-5-00 83.25 
160090 Arnegard Café 7-13-00 106.10 
160106 William H. Kieler 7-13-00 10.00 
 
*13221 Dale Greenwood 2-20-98 24.28 
*13292 Lacy S. Swaine Jr. 6-19-98 10.83 
 
*These checks were turned over to Unclaimed Property with the November 2000 report. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following resolution: 
 

Emergency Declaration 
 

WHEREAS, Rural Electric Cooperatives in McKenzie County suffered damage to lines, 
poles, and ties caused by severe weather, to include rain, freezing rain, heavy snow, 
and severe high winds, beginning November 1, 2000, and; 
 
WHEREAS, these events were later described as a weather anomaly which in the same 
day tornadoes were spotted and winter weather advisories were issued due to a deep 
low pressure system with high winds, and; 
 
WHEREAS, soil and weather conditions hampered the quick restoration of power to 
residents, leaving some citizen customers without power for days and; 
 



WHEREAS, the cumulative cost of cleanup, repair and replacement of such damaged 
power transmission lines is in far excess of reasonable budgeted costs associated with 
rural electric cooperatives. 
  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of County Commissioners 
declare an emergency at the recommendation of the North Dakota Division of 
Emergency Management on behalf of the Rural Electric Cooperatives operating within 
our county and orders the development of a detailed damage assessment to assist local 
rural electric cooperatives with their recovery operations and to limit the hardships of 
county residents impacted by this emergency. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of the charges from C.E. Brooks & Associates for legal 
work on the FOIA request.  It was decided to bill McKenzie Grazing Association  and 
Heritage Association of North Dakota for one-third each.  
 
  David Johnson and Gene Veeder met with the Board regarding the roof 
problems and renovations to the north part of the Technology Center (Cross 
Consulting).  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Rolfsrud to accept a renegotiated 
proposal from Wickum Construction, dated December 4, 2000, in the amount of 
$201,134.60, contingent on a letter of award of a Community Development Block Grant 
from the ND Division of Community Services.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Anderson to advertise for roof repairs with bid opening on 
February 6, 2001.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Johnson will develop specifications 
for a rubber overlay. 
 
 District Ranger Spike Thompson briefed the Board on recent Forest Service 
activities.  The Roadless plan is in a 30 day review and the Record of Decision will not 
be made before mid-December.  Chadron plan documents probably will not be available 
until after the first of the year.  He does not anticipate a further comment period on it. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the following license 
applications: Golf Club and Eagles:  on/off sale beer, off sale liquor, both with Sunday;  
Madeline Miller:  off sale beer, off sale wine, both with Sunday; Long X:  on/off beer and 
liquor,  with Sunday; and Dixie Chapin: off sale beer, no Sunday sales.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reported that the charges to Dunn County for work on the 
Jorgenson road had been recompiled and were correct.  County Auditor should draft a 
letter to Dunn County reviewing the work done and why.  He also reported that the 
County owns the road from Highway 85 into the Dahl subdivision.  Nancy Wisness 
reviewed some delinquent road accounts.  The policy will be to turn over to the State’s 



Attorney any accounts one year past due for a collection letter which should state that 
the accounts will be filed in Small Claims Court if not paid within 30 days.  Holter 
informed the Board of administrative rules being proposed by the State Water 
Commission which would give them the say on sizes for bridges and culverts.  Forest 
Service paperwork on the Charlie Bob project is finished, but the job was shut down by 
weather. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn informed the Board that a Grasslands Working Group is 
being formed through the Governor’s Office.  The County needs to be involved with this.  
Anderson, Chinn and Olson to put together a letter expressing the concern that county 
governments, which have a very large stake in the grasslands, have not been included. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a number of matters with the Board, including 
the Natural Resources inventory, road issues and the policy for delinquent accounts.  
There was a discussion of the Forest Service’s Grasslands Plan and the President’s 
Roadless Proposals.  Having determined that the Plan and Proposal are adverse to the 
needs, concerns, and best interests of McKenzie County, and acknowledging that legal 
counsel and representation will be necessary to assure that the County’s interests are 
represented and the County’s concerns are met through negotiations, court process, 
mediation or otherwise, it was moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the 
following resolution: 
 
 RESOLVED, that McKenzie County does hereby agree to retain the law firm of 
Brooks & Associates and to allow said law firm of Brooks & Associates to associate with 
other law firms as may be necessary to represent the County in proceedings, including 
mediation, negotiation and litigation as necessary in regard to the Plan and/or Proposal 
proposed for the National Grasslands; That said Resolution to retain Brooks & 
Associates is made pursuant to the offer of engagement by Brooks & Associates as 
outlined in their draft letter of November 29, 2000; That the McKenzie County Auditor is 
hereby authorized to execute such documents for official retainer as may be appropriate 
or required; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Keith Winter is hereby appointed by the 
McKenzie County Commissioners as agent for McKenzie County in regard to the issue 
of the Plan and/or Proposal for the National Grassland, including mediation, 
negotiations, and litigation, as necessary; And, that said appointment of Keith Winter as 
agent in and for and on behalf of McKenzie County in this regard is contingent upon him 
accepting such obligations and duties; 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that McKenzie County will consent to and agree 
to associate with Billings County, McKenzie County Grazing Association, Medora 
Grazing Association, and a non-profit entity as yet to be formed in regard to these 
issues that align themselves with the care and concerns of McKenzie County in regard 
to the proposed activities or elimination of activities on the National Grasslands by the 
United States Forest Service under the Plan or as mandated by the Proposal. 
  



 Roll call vote as follow:  voting aye; Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and 
Rolfsrud.  Resolution is adopted. 
 
 A short meeting was scheduled for December 28, 2000, beginning at 1:00 PM 
CST.  An Open House will be held the same day from 2:30 to 4:30 for Commissioner 
Rolfsrud, who is retiring after 16 years on the Commission. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:40 PM CST. 
 

December 28, 2000 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 5, 2000.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Rolfsrud and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM CST. 
 Moved by Rolfsrud and seconded by Anderson to pay the bills and make 
transfers as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Chinn to approve the following license 
applications: Ronald & Julia Brown DBA The Big Opening:  on/off sale beer, on/off sale 
liquor, both with Sunday and  Kim and Julie Grotte DBA T.J.’s Pizza & Suds:  on/off sale 
beer, on/off sale wine, both with Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Mjelstad to make the following board 
appointments:  Library, 3 year term-Gena Rolfsrud; JDA, 3 year term-David Sanford, 
Eugene Holen, Matt Iverson and Gary Thorson; School Reorganization, 3 year term-
Donald Anderson and Housing Authority, 5 year term-Larry Novak.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter came in for a discussion of the proposed addition of 
section 89-14, Stream Crossings, to the North Dakota Administrative Code.  Holter to 
report back at the next meeting with additional information for possible response to the 
new rules. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 2:25 PM CST until January 4, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

January 4, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 4, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Ronald A. Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Orville Mjelstad and 
Dale R. Patten and Auditor Frances M. Olson.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Chairman Cayko called for nominations for Chairman for the coming year.  



Mjelstad nominated Chinn, seconded by Patten.  Anderson moved that nominations 
cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Chinn.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn assumed the chair, thanked Cayko for a good job the past two 
years and called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cayko nominated Anderson.  
Moved by Mjelstad that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Anderson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Patten that the Treasurer’s report be accepted as presented; that First International 
Bank, McKenzie County Bank and Dakota West Credit Union, all of Watford City, be 
designated as depositories for County funds and that the Pledge of Assets in the 
amount of $5,413,823.26 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, 
to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of 
Assets in the amount of $4,391,091.91 filed by McKenzie County Bank, Watford City, 
North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; and that 
the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,192,137.66 filed by Dakota West Credit Union, 
Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be 
approved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Judy Marmon, Northwest Community Service and Restitution Organization 
Director, requested that the organization be considered for funding from the Juvenile 
Accountability and Incentive Block grant which is available for 2001.  She also informed 
the Board that Ann Engh has replaced Lloyd Haagenson as the director of the 
Northwest Youth Assessment Center.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to 
send letters to both organizations supporting an equal share of the funds which could be 
presented to the Regional Coalition which administers the grant for this area.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 DES Director Samuelson reported that he is pursuing reimbursements for county 
expenses related to the chemical spill near East Fairview this past year.  He also stated 
that the recent Presidential Disaster declaration relating to the early November storms 
will allow the REC’s to be repaid for storm related expenses. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a Construction and 
Maintenance Agreement and Right of Way certification for Project BRO 27(024), a 
bridge on Cheney Creek southwest of Cartwright.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 District Ranger Thompson updated the Board on Forest Service matters, 
especially the Off Highway Vehicle EIS and Final Plan which are expected to be out 
soon.  He also informed the Board that a law enforcement person has been attached to 
the Dakota Prairie Grasslands district. 
 
 Following a noon hour recess, fuel bids were opened from Farmers Union Oil 



Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Robert Olson was present to discuss  a stock watering problem caused by 
County Route 14 in Section 5, T150N, R95W.  A number of possible solutions were 
discussed but no decision made at this time as at least one other party is affected and 
needs to be contacted. 
 
 County Engineer Holter discussed projects scheduled for 2001 and possible 
federal aid projects for 2002.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed the President’s Roadless Initiative which is 
expected to be signed soon and possible problems with it, especially the question of 
recognition of section line road rights.  He also informed the Board that Billings County 
has also agreed to retain Brooks & Associates for possible litigation relating to proposed 
plans for the Grasslands. 
 
 Chairman Chinn read and moved the adoption of the following resolution, and 
seconded by Anderson: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County has been well served by Harold Rolfsrud on the 
McKenzie County Board of Commissioners from January 7, 1985, through December 
31, 2000, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Harold Rolfsrud has served as the Commission Chairman in 1988, 
1994 and 1995, and, 
 
 WHEREAS, Harold Rolfsrud has ably served on other County boards,   
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners hereby expresses its sincere appreciation to Harold Rolfsrud for his 
years of service to McKenzie County and his participation in and contributions to County 
Government. 
 
All voting aye, the Resolution was adopted. 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Commissioner Patten as alternate County 
Commission representative on the Tri-County Regional Development Council. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM CST, until February 6, 2001, beginning 
at 9:00 AM CST.  

February 6, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 



Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 6, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She and Tax Director Bauman 
discussed with the Board a property transfer from an individual to a State agency on 
which the prorated share of taxes had not been paid.  Svihovec to request a draft letter 
from State’s Attorney Johnson to the agency as the taxes constitute a lien under state 
law. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for the replacement of the roof on the 
Cross Consulting building.  The following bids were submitted:  Thiel Bros. Roofing, 
Sidney - base bid of $35,000 plus $4,500 for an additional R-10 of insulation; Natwick 
Roofing, Williston - base bid of $33,747 plus $1,890 for an additional one and one-half 
inch of insulation; Target Roofing, Devils Lake - base bid of $35,944 plus $5,760 to 
bring total insulation to R-20; Insulation Supply, Dickinson - base bid of $29,618, no bid 
for additional insulation; Greenberg Roofing, Minot - base bid of $29,178 plus $4,389 for 
an additional R-10 of insulation.  Project Manager David Johnson will review bids and 
report back later in the meeting. 
 
 Lloyd Clock, Tina Langhans, John Holter, Barbara Bauman, Jerry Samuelson, 
John Rolfsrud and Daryl Hochhalter were all present for a discussion of the E-911 
program.  On average, five calls per month require dispatch of personnel and 
equipment.  Rolfsrud’s concerns about calls coming back to the Keene Fire Department 
were answered.  Changes to rural mailing addresses have to come from the Fargo 
Office of the Postal Department.  All occupied houses have been addressed and 
unoccupied are being added.  Residents in the Yellowstone Valley have not been 
surveyed as it is not all worked out yet with the telephone company and emergency 
services.  Options for informing the public were discussed.  Signing was discussed but 
tabled until we see what the Postal Department will do.  It was also discussed to have 
someone from outside the system come in to do an evaluation. 
 
 Register of Deeds Johnsrud presented a joint powers agreement with Cass 
County who has the contract with FEMA for the land records repository.  All recorded 
documents could be backed up and stored on the server there and they would also do 
the microfilming at a cost of about $2,500 per year.  SB2173 would allow a $3 increase 
in fees which would be dedicated to preservation.  At some time in the future, the 
County could make its documents available on the Internet for a fee.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to execute the agreement after satisfactory review 
by State’s Attorney Johnson.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest 



Service matters.  This included a discussion of options for control of prairie dogs 
encroaching onto private lands from federal.  Landowners need to work with the State 
Land Department, as most of the population is on a school section, and with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to execute the 
joint operating and financial plan for law enforcement services effective October 1, 2000 
through September 30, 2001.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Paul Larson discussed specifications for a new patrol vehicle. 
 
 Fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company were 
opened.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for diesel at all locations and the bid of Rolfson Oil for unleaded gas at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter, Road Superintendent Koeser, Monte Pesek and Raymond 
Mrachek, Charbon Township, discussed a flowing water problem along Route 13 north 
of US Highway 85.  Issues of liability and responsibility need to be researched.  The 
County Water Board will be contacted for assistance. 
 Holter discussed the need for striping on the paved routes.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Patten to advertise for bids to be opened in April.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
  
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on recent projects for the County.   
  
 David Johnson reported back on his review of the roofing bids.  Greenberg 
Roofing is apparent low bidder.  For an additional $1,300 they would bring the insulation 
up to an R-20 total.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of 
Greenberg for R-20 total for a contract price of $34,867.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Johnson also reviewed the City’s study of municipalization.  
 
 IS Coordinator Langhans updated the Board on technology planning and 
accomplishments for county offices and the community. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to execute a tax deed to the 
Watford City Park District for 2.02 acres of abandoned railroad right of way in Unplatted 
Watford City, NW, Section 19, T150N, R98W for the bid of $100.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the abatement applications 
#3653-3659, made by Charles Metcalf, William Feeney, Leon Mallberg, Victor Stashuk 
and McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept bids for a Sheriff’s patrol 
vehicle on March 6, 2001, at 2:15 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Landfill Operator Ward gave his annual report.  A rate increase was discussed 



but tabled. 
 
 Noel Poe, Superintendent of Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Park, and Gary 
Kiramidjian, Supervisory Park Ranger, briefed the Board on the recommendations that 
will be made to Congress for Wild and Scenic designations of some portions of the Little 
Missouri within the Park boundaries.  Recommendations for portions outside the Park 
have been dropped.  A final EIS is due in Washington by the end of February.  There 
will be a six month comment period after publication in the Federal Register. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute Construction and 
Maintenance contracts and Right of Way certifications for Project SC-2705(052), 4.866 
miles of seal coat on Route 5, and Project SC-2738(052), 1.456 miles of seal coat on 
Route 38.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute a Municipal Court Services 
contract between the City of Watford City, the County of McKenzie and the State of 
North Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM until March 6, 2001, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 

March 6, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 6, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson; Commissioner 
Mjelstad was absent.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was a discussion of how oil & 
gas taxes are collected and paid to the various political entities.  Svihovec and  Tax 
Director Bauman updated the Board on a property transfer from an individual to a State 
agency on which the prorated share of taxes had not been paid.  Taxes will be abated 
for the period after the transfer to the State and become a lien on other property of the 
previous owner for the taxable period. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to advertise to take bids for 
culverts, gravel and scoria crushing, bridge lumber and cutting edges until 10:00 AM on 
April 10, 2001.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 ND Atmospheric Resources Board Director Darin Langerud presented the report 
on the 2000 season.  Also present were County Board members Orville Hellandsaas, 
Gary Levang and Eldean Flynn and Secretary Sandra Flynn.  



 
 Spike Thompson, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest 
Service matters.  This included a discussion of a pool of money that is available for road 
work, firefighters to be hired throughout the Service and current status of the various 
plans. 
 
 The Board recessed from 12:10 PM to 1:10 PM at which time fuel bids were 
opened.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Greg Pennington and Tim S. Dwyer were present with Engineer Holter for a 
discussion on removing cattle guards on Route 38.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
by Patten to remove the four guards, complete fencing along the right of way and from 
38 to the Bear Paw site, with the maintenance of the fence becoming the responsibility 
of the adjacent landowner.  Mr. Dwyer is to receive two (2) ten (10) foot sections of 
removed guard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a Sheriff’s patrol vehicle as follows:  
OK Implement:  2001 Dodge Durango- cash price, $24,959 less $7,000 trade for the 
1996 Ford Explorer for a net price of $17,959;  S & S Motors:  2002 Ford Explorer - 
cash price, $31,200 less $9,800 trade for the 1996 Ford Explorer for a net price of 
$21,400; S & S Motors:  2002 Ford 150 Super Crew Cab - cash price, $30,800 less 
$9,600 trade for the 1996 Ford Explorer for a net price of $21,200.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Anderson to accept OK Implement’s bid for the Dodge Durango.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Sheriff Larson introduced Mike Schmidt, who briefed the Board on the work of 
the Northwest Narcotics Task Force. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed the need to get the County’s established 
roads mapped.  It was the Board’s consensus to go ahead with this project. 
 
 Engineer Holter informed the Board of a request to use the old Highway 85 right 
of way south of the Theodore Roosevelt National Park for an endurance race this 
summer.  This was approved.  There was a discussion of the need to do some 
insulating work on the Grassy Butte shop.  Commissioner Chinn will look into this.  
Commissioner Cayko will also check out the insulation in the Alexander and Cartwright 
shops.  Approval was given to replace a bad walk-in door at the Watford City shop.  
There was a discussion on the policy for lanes into new residences.  Generally the 
county would construct an approach with one culvert.  Since this instance would need a 
larger culvert, the county would supply only the culvert and the home owner would have 
the approach constructed. 
 
 Emergency Manager Samuelson asked to sell one and trade one FEMA trailer to 
purchase another one with a built in power generator, rather than purchase generators 
for the two.  This was approved.  The Board also approved a trip to Washington, DC, to 
attempt to bring proceeds of an estate back to North Dakota to benefit veterans in the 



Southwest part of the state.  Samuelson is to do more research on alternate power 
sources for the County radio tower.  The Fairview Volunteer Fire Department requested 
$2,076 from the  Hazardous Chemical Fund for required equipment on the truck at 
Cartwright.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve a $1,500 
contribution for this purpose.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Proposals for heating and cooling systems maintenance were opened as follows:  
Anderson Refrigeration, Watford City - $4,500 per year; TempRite, Dickinson - $1,400 
per year; Trane, Fargo - $10,950 per year; HA Thompson, Bismarck - $5,296 per year.  
Dick Fischer will review the proposals for compliance with the request for proposals and 
report at the next meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $113,498.12 from Franz Construction, Inc. 
received in the bid opening of February 09, 2001, for Project BRO 27(024) was the low 
bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Franz Construction   the contract for Project BRO 
27(024) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 All voting aye, the resolution carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to allow the following variance to the 
Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and the west four miles of 
County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s Grasslands Complex to the Montana line):  All 
vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A gross vehicle weight 
restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:30 PM until Wednesday, March 21, 2001, 
beginning at 1:00 PM, CST. 
 

March 21, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 21, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson; Commissioner 
Mjelstad was absent.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM CST. 
 
 Information Services Coordinator Langhans reported that an E-911 system 



evaluation was scheduled for March 22. 
 
 Landfill fees were discussed.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to set 
the per cubic yard fee at $8.40 and the whiteware fee at $5.00 per appliance, effective 
June 1, 2001, and to have a free day on Saturday, May 12, 2001.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Custodian Fischer reported on his review of the heating/cooling systems 
maintenance contract bids.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid 
of TempRite for a three year contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of the paving project requested by the Eastside Home Owners.  A 
letter will be sent requesting that a representative attend the April 3, 2001, meeting. 
 
 Discussion of Weed Board’s responsibility for controlling noxious weeds within 
city limits and Watford City’s preferences to do their own control.  State’s Attorney 
Johnson has stated that the Weed Board may subcontract for weed control.  A letter will 
be sent to Paul Linseth, Weed Board Chairman, recommending that the Weed Board 
work out a contract with the City of Watford City. 
 
 Due to the changes in accounting and payroll software in 2000, which allowed 
employee matches and benefits to be easily tracked at the department level, most 
General Fund Departments were over budget.  These expenses had been budgeted in 
the Miscellaneous Non-Departmental line item of the General Fund.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Patten to make the following final budget adjustments due to  
accounting changes:  in General Fund departments - County Commissioners, add 
$16,350.17; Clerk of Court, add $9,769.34; Auditor, add $14,012.27; Treasurer, add 
$11,366.54; State’s Attorney, add $3,741.60; Register of Deeds, add $13,742.09; 
Superintendent of Schools, add $4,447.14; Information Services Coordinator, add 
$6,763.85; Buildings and Grounds, add $10,372.28; County Sheriff, add $38,997.67; 
County Jail, add $16,929.96; Disaster Emergency Services, add $1,872.40; Risk 
Management, add $247.67; Miscellaneous Non-Departmental, reduce $105,300.00; 
Veterans Service Officer Fund, add $2760.25; to make the following budget changes 
because of unanticipated expenses or increased costs: in General Fund departments -  
District Court, add $234.07; Treasurer, add $5,719.34; Register of Deeds, add 
$43,754.10; Superintendent of Schools, add $556.46; County Sheriff, add $11,711.49; 
County Jail, add $3,897.32; Disaster Emergency Services, add $17,164.12; in County 
Park Fund, add $11,195.73; in Social Security Fund, add $433.61; in JDA Fund, add 
$3,203.05; in E-911 Fund, add $10,781.97; in Fair Building Fund, add $6,886.40; to 
make the following budget changes for additional revenues in Funds which must be 
paid out totally:  Atmospheric Resources Fund, add $13,113.61; County Fair Fund, add 
$4,516.97; Health Unit, add $5,438.70; Historical Society, add $923.77; and to add a 
fund established during 2000, Park Board Capital Fund, total budget of $22,220.08. 
Revenues to fund the increases all came from unappropriated balances in the various 
funds, from grants and transfers from the Social Security Fund.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 



 Discussion of staffing levels in Road and Bridge.  Effective April 1, 2001, Todd 
Kostad is moved to full time permanent in the Engineering department. 
 
 Discussion of possible changes to the personnel policy to address concerns with 
the Workers Compensation programs “lost time” payments.  It was decided to make no 
changes at this time. 
 
  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the following 
applications for abatement of taxes:  Marvin Rolla, Homestead Credit for 1999 and 
2000; Tax Director’s request on 2 parcels for US West that should be centrally 
assessed, not locally; Tax Director’s request for a prorated amount after sale of a parcel 
to a tax-exempt entity.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
Whereas Lake Sakakawea generates more than $85 million from recreational sports 
and, 
 
Whereas more than 50 percent of all resident anglers in North Dakota fished Lake 
Sakakawea last year as well as anglers from many other states and, 
 
Whereas the communities surrounding Lake Sakakawea find that their economic 
stability rises and falls with the rise and fall of Lake Sakakawea and, 
 
Whereas low lake levels dramatically impact the cold water habitat and fishery 
reproduction and, 
 
Whereas drastic emergency release measures need to be adopted immediately under 
the US Corps of Engineers Navigational Support Guidelines, which would shorten the 
Navigational season of the reservoir system by one month and, 
 
Whereas low water levels impact water quality and shoreline weed control efforts, then 
 
Therefore let it be known that the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners strongly 
supports the efforts to force the US corps of Engineers to immediately adopt 
Navigational Support Guidelines.  We also strongly support the state in pursuing 
litigation that may become necessary if other avenues fail. 
 
All aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Engineer Holter presented compilation of Road Department policies for review 
before the next meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 



 
RESOLUTION 

 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $340,556.00 from Franz Construction 
received in the bid opening of March 16, 2001, for Projects SC-2705(052) and SC-
2738(052) was the low bid received, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Franz Construction  the contract for Projects SC-
2705(052) and SC-2738(052) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign 
said contract. 
 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
 All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to appoint the Chairman of the 
NDIRF Board of Directors as the County’s proxy at the May 10, 2001, annual meeting 
and direct a vote for Hjalmer Carlson to the Board of Directors.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Discussion of the distribution of a Bankhead-Jones payment of $1,805,444.00.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to distribute as follows:  to the Townships 
- value of federal lands times township levy times two; to the school districts - the larger 
of the value of federal lands times school levy times two OR resident students times 
$450.00, enclosing a notice to the schools that this is a one time increase in the per 
student amount due to a larger than usual payment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM CST until April 3, 2001, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

April 3, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 3, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent, Commissioners 
Anderson and Mjelstad.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 By speaker phone, the Board conferred with Darin Holaday, Environmental 
Health Officer with the Upper Missouri District Health Unit regarding the preferred 



procedures for dealing with a hazardous property, IT 1513 in East Highland Acres.  It 
was agreed that a 30 day notice to clean up the property should be issued. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
payroll and bills as presented and the minutes of the March meeting with the following 
correction:  distribution of Bankhead Jones funds should read “ to the Townships - value 
of federal lands times township levy times two; to the school districts - the larger of the 
value of federal lands times school levy times two OR resident students times $450.00".  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David and Crystal Hatter met with the Board regarding the road in Section 2, 
T147N, R104W and Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, R104W.  There was a discussion on 
the prior uses of the road and possible future changes. 
 
 Bill Bolken, Allen Hammeren, Tim Jorgenson, David Johnson and Linda 
Svihovec met with the Board regarding an application for CDBG funding for an elevator 
at the County Fair Multi-Purpose Building in order to comply with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act.  The best location for the equipment would require moving the 
concessions stand.  The Fair Board has its funding committed to other projects.  The 
matter was tabled until later in the meeting. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to send a letter to Senator Conrad in 
opposition to the Wild and Scenic designation for the Little Missouri within the 
boundaries of Theodore Roosevelt National Park, with copies to Senator Dorgan, 
Congressman Pomeroy and Governor Hoeven.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 District Ranger Spike Thompson commented to the Board on Forest Service 
matters. 
 
 The Board recessed at noon, enjoying lunch at Hillside Court by invitation of the 
Watford City Senior Citizens program, re-convening at 1:00 PM, with Commissioner 
Anderson now present. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter met with the Board regarding a number of projects.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the Forest Service’s request to 
construct an ADA compliant unisex toilet at the Summit Campground.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The Forest Service has also requested permission to construct an 
approach and road into the Bennett Campground in Section 6, T146N, R99W.  Surveys 
will be required on Route 14A and the Charley Bob project.  The Three Affiliated Tribes 
has been talking about contracting to use the County Landfill.  The BIA may contribute 
up to $200,000 toward the route 14A project.  The big road books have all been 
microfilmed and scanned and could be put on CD’s. 



 
 Tim and Tori Dwyer, Dwight Eiken, Kit James, Norma Mitten, Mark Voll and 
State’s Attorney Johnson were present for further discussion on the status of the road in 
Section 2, T147N, R104W and Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, R104W.  It was decided to 
invite the affected oil and oil service companies to the next meeting for their input. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson later also reported to the Board on pending legal 
matters. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to contribute the match on the ADA 
project for the Multi-Purpose Building at the Fairgrounds, with the application to be 
sponsored by the City of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn turned the meeting over to Vice Chairman Anderson and left the 
meeting at 4:30  PM.  
 
 A number of topics, including a review of the morning, the employment status of 
Jeff Berquist, Route 13 water problems and the County Weed Board providing services 
within Watford City, were discussed prior to recessing at 4:45 PM until Tuesday, April 
10, 2001, beginning at 9:30 AM CDT. 
 

April 10, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 10, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Chinn 
called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM CDT.  Commissioner Anderson joined the 
meeting at 10:45 AM.    
 Cutting edge bids were submitted per advertised notice by RDO Equipment 
Company, Bismarck and Tractor & Equipment Company, Williston.  Engineer Holter will 
check with Road Superintendent Koeser as to the past performance of the edges from 
RDO before a decision is made. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid for bridge lumber 
received from Hills Products Group, Spearfish.  No other bids were received.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of RDO Equipment 
for cutting edges.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Crushing bids were opened per advertised notice.  Sundre Sand & Gravel, Minot, 
submitted the only bid.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to waive the 
requested bidder’s bond and to accept a cashier’s check in its place.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to accept this bid.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 



 Culvert bids were submitted per advertised notice by Johnston Fargo Culvert 
Company, Contech Construction Products and North Dakota Concrete Products.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bids of Johnston Fargo 
Culvert and Contech Construction Products for metal culverts, with the various sizes 
needed being ordered from the lowest bidder for that size and type.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of North 
Dakota Concrete Products for concrete products.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids for striping on county paved routes were submitted per advertised notice as 
follows:  Traffic Safety Services, Bismarck - $59,209.03; Tri-State Striping, Fargo - 
$52,001.54 and Swanston Equipment, Fargo - $53,877.66.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Tri-State Striping.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Crystal and Dave Hatter, ranchers; Les Fredrickson, Nance Petroleum; Lois B. 
Redka, Dan’s Production Service; Keith Carver, Titan Oil Inc.; Steve Meagher, Bear 
Paw Energy; Dwight Eiken, Neff Law Firm; Tim S. Dwyer, rancher; Norma Mitten, 
rancher; and State’s Attorney Johnson were present for further discussions of the road 
in Section 2, T147N, R104W and Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, R104W.  Mr. Eiken 
asked to present additional information at the May 1 meeting before a final decision is 
made, which was approved. 
 
 The meeting recessed at noon until 2:30 PM following a County Park Board 
meeting. 
 
 Kathy Taylor, Anita Quale and Steve Stenehjem were present for additional 
discussion on the requested paving into the Norman Dahl Subdivision.  This is a 
township road which reverted to the County on the dissolution of the township.  
Homeowners may need to form a district and fund about half of the project.  Engineer 
Holter will meet with Stenehjem to estimate Stenhejem’s cost to pave his road with an 
asphalt plant in the area.  Homeowners will continue to explore the project financing. 
 
 IS Coordinator Langhans, Deputy Clock and County Engineer Holter were 
present for a discussion regarding the signing for 911. 
 
 Congressman Earl Pomeroy, along with his aide Ross Keyes and Keith Winter, 
McKenzie Grazing; Joe Kessel, Billings County Commissioner; Randy Moser, Medora 
Grazing; Neal Shipman, editor, McKenzie County Farmer; Tim S. Dwyer, rancher; 
Norma Mitten, rancher; and State’s Attorney Johnson met with the Board for a 
discussion of Grasslands issues.  Main topics were the roadless proposals and the 
management of Grasslands as opposed to Forests. 
 IS Coordinator Langhans, Deputy Clock returned for a discussion of naming of 
county routes for 911 addressing. 
 
 Gary Petik and Kirk Anderson, McKenzie Ranger District, Forest Service, and 
Keith Winter were present to request that the Commissioners approve the retainage of 



an additional 10% locally of the grazing fees for additional weed control efforts under 
the Conservation Practice Program. 
 
 The Grassy Butte Rural Fire Protection District, by letter, requested assistance 
with replacing and updating radio equipment estimated at $3,500 total cost.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to allow $1,500 from the Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness Fund for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to authorize the Forest Service’s 
work request to construct an approach and road into the Bennett Campground in 
Section 6, T146N, R99W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Quotes were received from Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson; Ameritech Engineering 
and Ulteig Engineering for the survey work on Route 14A.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to hire Ameritech Engineering.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to increase the conservation 
practices retainage to 60% for this season.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of requests for cash advances for county related travel.  
All Board members expressed opposition to beginning this practice.   
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:55 PM until May 1, 2001, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 

 
May 1, 2001 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 1, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Donald Nelson and Robert Olson met with the commissioners for further 
discussion on the problems caused by the relocation of  County Route 14 in Section 5, 
T150N, R95W.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to compensate Robert 
Olson for lost pastureland severed by a county road at $7 per acre X 40 acres X 15 
years; to reimburse Donald Nelson pasture rent paid for unusable pasture severed by a 
county road at $3 per acre X 40 acres X 15 years; to compensate Rosemary Schroef, 
PR for the estate of Winogene R. Budahn DeSelms for lost rent for pastureland severed 
by a county road at $4 per acre X 40 acres X 15 years; to install two cattle guards with 
Olson and Nelson being consulted on location and the County reserving the right to 
remove the guards if Olson and Nelson have not fenced up to them within two years of 
installation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and 



the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze and Susan Keenaghan met with the Board to discuss the Family 
Nutrition program which she conducts.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to 
approve the County’s support agreement with NDSU Extension.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Robin Arndt, Linda Svihovec, Dave Hansen, Kent Pelton, Arden Berg, Fred 
Fridley, all with the Watford City Park Board, Brian Milne, Interstate Engineering, and 
Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA, met with the Board to present information on the 
proposed Watford City Aquatic Complex.  Engineer Milne explained the design and the 
funding proposal. 
 
 Watford City Mayor Bill Bolken, Councilmen John Hellandsaas, Gary Thorson 
and Kent Pelton, Citizens’ Advisory Committee member Linda Svihovec, McKenzie 
County JDA board member Denton Zubke and JDA Director Gene Veeder met with the 
Board for an informational discussion regarding the City’s exploration of the 
municipalization of electrical services to its citizens. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson met with the Board regarding Emergency Services and 
Veterans Services matters.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to contribute 
$760 from the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund to the Keene Fire Department 
for updates to radio equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried.  He also reported on the 
efforts of southwestern North Dakota veterans group leaders in obtaining funds from the 
Tedrow estate for use in the area. 
 
 Bill Faulkner and Virginia Wehrung informed the Board of vandalism at the 
Veterans Memorial Park and problems after school caused at the Veterans Memorial 
Building.  They will also attend the City Council meeting on the 7th and invited a 
Commissioner to attend as well to explore solutions. 
 
 Arlen Flynn met with the Board to discuss drainage problems in the area of his 
house in East Fairview.  Engineer Holter will work with him.  It appears a small culvert is 
needed. 
 
 Cayko reported on damage to the traffic beacon at the intersection of ND 58 and 
ND 200 near East Fairview.  County is responsible for maintenance and Lower 
Yellowstone REC will be asked to do the repairs.   
 
 Following a noon recess, the Board reconvened and opened fuel bids from 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed projects with the Board, including Ranch 
Creek road, Route 14A, and paving to repair the cut in the pavement by the beet dump 



at East Fairview.  Possible projects for use of Special Road funds included access to 
the boat ramp at Tobacco Garden from ND 1806, access at the Golf Club and access to 
the Bethel Church in Cartwright.  These funds can only be used to access to 
recreational, historical or tourist areas and require a 40% match.  Jeff Berquist was 
moved to full time status.  Patten had been approached about a problem with a well that 
had developed after bridge pilings had been driven nearby.  This should be turned over 
to our carrier, North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund. 
 
 Tim and Tori Dwyer and Dwight Eiken presented affidavits from Harold Hollein, 
Lester Ronningen and Ed Burns regarding the road in Section 2, T147N, R104W and 
Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, R104W.  County Engineer Holter and Ed Burns were also 
present.  Various options were discussed but no decision was made. 
 
 Nyla Dahl, representing the Eastside Homeowners group, presented a petition 
for the formation of a special district.  The procedure will be reviewed and implemented. 
 Per the request of one department, there was further discussion of requests for 
cash advances for county related travel.  All Board members again expressed 
opposition to beginning this practice.   
 
 A letter was received from the City of Arnegard for provision of policing.  City 
should work this out with the Sheriff’s department first and then both come in to a 
meeting to present an agreement. 
 
 Chinn and Patten reported on a meeting they had attended with State’s Attorney 
Johnson, other counties and grazing associations regarding the roadless initiative.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to allow Consolidated Telephone 
Cooperative’s request to cross public and county roads.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of the City of Watford City’s proposed 
municipalization of electrical services.  Further discussion was tabled until the next 
meeting. 
 
 A petition from property owners in East Fairview for clean up of some of the 
properties was reviewed.  This will be referred to Darin Holaday, Environmental Health 
Officer with the Upper Missouri District Health Unit to begin the process under state 
statutes. 
 
 Further discussion on the Watford City Park District’s proposed aquatic center 
was tabled until the June meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM CDT until June 5, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
  

May 14, 2001 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 14, 2001, per call of special meeting 
by Auditor Olson.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and 
Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson was present to review the status of a lawsuit filed on 
May 8, 2001, seeking declaratory, injunctive and mandatory relief in the issue of the 
designation of roadless areas on the Dakota Prairie Grasslands.  Johnson explained 
possible future results and the timetable for the action. 
 
 Johnson advised the Board on their options regarding the “Dwyer” road.  There 
was a general discussion of the various issues involved.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Mjelstad to offer to purchase a 150 foot construction and maintenance 
easement from Tim L. Dwyer and David Hatter for the route across their property, 
paying $200 per acre for pasture land and $400 per acre for cropland as shown on the 
ASCS maps; and in addition to reimburse Mr. Dwyer $4,000 for previous improvements 
to the road.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko had been approached regarding a variance to the load 
limits on County Route 16 for hauling grain.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to allow as a variance for hauling of grain from farm to market only Class A 
loads at 25 miles per hour.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Martinson, Tractor & Equipment salesman, presented information on 
Caterpillar’s governmental purchasing program and explained the guaranteed 
repurchase program.   
 Chairman Chinn left the meeting at 11 AM to attend a Northwest Human Service 
Center board meeting in Williston, with Vice Chairman Anderson assuming the chair. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to take bids on June 5, 2001, for 
trading one or more motor graders, including a mandatory repurchase program as a 
requirement in the specifications.  All commissioners present voting aye and 
Commissioner Chinn voting aye via cell phone, the motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:20 AM CDT. 
 

June 5, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 5, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 



 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented, and the payroll, except a per diem for 
Weed Board employees attendance at a meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Howard Kuvaas, Arnegard City Auditor, requested the Board’s consideration of a 
policing agreement.  The consensus was that Arnegard City Council and Sheriff Larson 
should work out an agreement and bring it to the Board for review and final approval. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on Veterans Service activities and informed the Board 
that he had been chosen to participate in training at Boys State the next week in 
Wahpeton. 
 
 Paving bids on CP 4417(401), .485 miles of county route in the Dahl Subdivision, 
were opened per advertised notice and were  submitted as follows:  Mayo Construction, 
Cavalier - $73,831.15; Northern Improvement, Dickinson - $56,859.85; and Franz 
Construction, Sidney - $57,419.35.  Engineer Holter was asked to review the bids for 
conformance to specifications and report later in the meeting. 
 
 The County Board of Equalization meeting was held from 10:10 AM to 10:20 AM.  
No public appeared to comment on any assessments.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to increase cropland 1% and non-cropland 8% to bring these 
values closer to the state guidelines.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Motor grader bids were opened per advertised notice.  RDO Equipment of 
Bismarck sent a fax declining the opportunity to bid.  Tractor and Equipment of Williston 
submitted a cash bid of $172,000 per low profile cabbed machine and a trade allowance 
of $144,000 per machine for a net bid of $28,000 per machine.  Extended warranty is 
available at $3,000 per machine.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to trade 
eleven motor graders without the extended warranty, adding rear sunshades to all 
machines at $225 each, turbine pre-cleaners to all machines at $260 each and high 
profile cabs on at least two machines at $900 each for a total cost of $315,135.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Correspondence regarding the road on Tim L. Dwyer land was reviewed.  A 
Board meeting was scheduled for the morning of June 21 with 10:00 AM reserved for 
Mr. Dwyer. 
 
 Engineer Holter reported back on the paving bids.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Northern Improvement for the project. 
 
 Gary Thorson, Watford City Councilman, Ellinor Sorenson and Cleo Kirkland, 
Pioneer Museum Board members, Dennis Edward Johnson, McKenzie County 
Historical Society President, and Gene Veeder, McKenzie County Tourism, met with the 
Board to discuss the situation with the Pioneer Museum.  It has deteriorated almost past 
use.  The former Hanna Barber Shop has been purchased in order to move everything 
from the basement of the Museum because of water seepage.  The Museum is also not 



handicapped accessible.  Including a museum in the City’s Renaissance Zone plans 
was discussed.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson that due to the serious 
deterioration of the Pioneer Museum a study group should be formed to look at the 
concept of a Watford City/McKenzie County cooperative effort regarding the Museum, 
including feasibility, a long term plan, community need and interest and related issues.  
Two county appointees and two city appointees would be sufficient.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The Board recessed for lunch at 12:18 PM, reconvening at 1:15 PM. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company to supply all fuels at all locations for the month of June.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter met with the Board to review project status.  He gave the Board 
a listing of projects pending.  After more details are presented at the July meeting, 
priorities can be set.  Applications are coming in for the motor grader operator position 
out of the Cartwright shop.  Advertisement will also be made to fill a position or positions 
in the Watford City shop.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to create a 
special assessment district in the Dahl subdivision with the property owners contributing 
$24,000 of the estimated $54,000 cost of the project, hearing to be held July 3.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of the City’s exploration of municipalization of utilities.  The 
consensus is not to make any resolutions on this matter.  The City’s proposed Aquatic 
Center was also discussed, but no decision made. 
 
 Spike Thompson introduced Charlene Gentry who will be acting District Ranger 
while he is in Bismarck as acting Dakota Prairie Grasslands Supervisor for about two 
months.  Supervisor Larry Dawson is transferring to the Clearwater National Forest in 
Idaho.   
 
 There was a discussion of some items in the County’s Personnel Policy.  
Chairman Chinn appointed Patten and Cayko to work with two county employees to 
review the policy before the end of the year.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to approve utility crossing requests 
from Amerada Hess, McKenzie Electric Cooperative and Citizens Communications.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to execute a Pest Control 
Agreement with the North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following Resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 



 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $119,070 from Oakland & Fisher 
Construction received in the bid opening of May 18, 2001, for Project TEO-27(027) was 
the low bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Oakland & Fisher Construction  the contract for Project 
TEO-27(027) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 All voting aye, the resolution carried. 
 
 Information was presented from Technology Services Coordinator Tina 
Langhans regarding some inappropriate uses of computers at the library.  This was 
referred back to the Library Board. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:25 PM CDT until June 21, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

June 21, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 21, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:11 AM CDT. 
 
 Darren Holaday and Jan Trimmer, Upper Missouri District Health Unit, and Keith 
Johnson, Custer District Health Unit, met with the Board to review state law and codes 
regarding farm septic systems.  They exhibited sections of the gravel-less systems that 
are being widely used. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson, Dwight Eiken and Tim Dwyer were present for further 
discussions of the road in Section 2, T147N, R104W and Sections 28, 34 & 35, T148N, 
R104W.  The Board’s offer to Mr. Dwyer was explained.  Mr. Dwyer made a counter 
offer for acquisition.  Moved by Anderson, and seconded by Cayko to reject the counter 
offer.  After further discussion,  all voting aye, the  motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Cayko, and seconded by Anderson to authorize State’s Attorney 
Johnson to proceed with paperwork for condemnation proceedings without service, to 
research alternate routes with the County Engineer and to continue negotiations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 PM CDT until July 3, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 



July 3, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 3, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Commissioner 
Anderson was absent.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  The Legislature standardized a 
minimum of $5.00 for refunds of taxes and fees, effective July 1, 2001.  Training for the 
motor vehicle licensing will be the last week of September. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the Pledge of Assets in the 
amount of $7,238,858.43 filed by First International Bank, Watford City, North Dakota, 
to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; that the Pledge of 
Assets in the amount of $4,573,500.55 filed by McKenzie County Bank, Watford City, 
North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank be approved; and that 
the Pledge of Assets in the amount of $1,491,596.57  filed by Dakota West Credit 
Union, Watford City, North Dakota, to secure the deposit of County funds in such bank 
be approved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to transfer $34,867 from the General 
Fund to the JDA Building Fund to cover the cost of roof repairs.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn reported that the County Redistricting Board had met to 
consider the new population figures in relation to commissioner districts.  The 
Redistricting Board’s recommendation was that no changes be made in the method of 
electing County Commissioners; that is, no Commission districts will be designated and 
candidates for election may reside anywhere within the County to be voted upon by all 
eligible voters of the County.  A public hearing will be held at the August 7, 2001, 
meeting to take input from the public. 
 
 Only one bid was received for the fencing project on Route 38.  Louis Nelson 
submitted a bid of $4,250 per mile for labor and materials..  There was a discussion on 
what should be the County’s policies regarding fences on road projects.  Further action 
on the bid was tabled until Commissioner Anderson would be present. 
 
 Register of Deeds Ann Johnsrud reported that there was a $3.00 per document 
fee increase effective July 1, 2001.  This increase is to be dedicated to document 
preservation.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to use $2.00 of the increase 
toward the expenses of the North Dakota Recorders Information Network repository.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to publish 



McKenzie County’s records to the Web through the repository.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Johnsrud also reported that effective August 1, 2001, the title of her office will 
change to County Recorder. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the proposed paving special assessment in 
the Dahl subdivision.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to form the Eastside 
Home Owners Paving District, assessing a total of $24,000 to eleven (11) lots over a 
seven (7) year period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to approve utility crossing requests 
from Ron Berry and Bear Paw Energy, subject to the County Engineer’s review.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson arrived at 11:00 AM. 
 
 E911 Coordinator Clock gave the Board information on the recent legislation and 
procedures for adding the 911 fees to wireless communications.  A public hearing will 
be held in August before further discussion. 
 
 Disaster Emergency Services Director Samuelson was authorized to work with 
the dispatchers on the appropriate times for using the weather warning sirens. 
 
 Chairman Chinn reviewed a Thank You letter which he had prepared for Senator 
Byron Dorgan for his work on Payments-in-Lieu of Taxes for the counties. 
 
 The Board recessed for lunch, viewing the new skateboard park before returning 
to the Courthouse. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for diesel fuel at all locations and the bid of Rolfson Oil for unleaded gas at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed road projects.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to accept Louis Nelson’s bid for the fencing on Route 38.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  There was further discussion on fencing policy.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed pending matters.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to repeat the prior offer to Tim Dwyer with the addition of new 
culverts with flood gates installed and to make the same equitable offer to David and 
Crystal Hatter.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Work on identifying public roads in the 
five counties is continuing. 
 
 Alan Sims and Dave Gentry, Alexander City Council, informed the Board that at 
their Council meeting the previous evening the Council had voted to suspend the 
policing agreement with the County at the end of the current contract, December 31, 



2001.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to make the following appointments:  
Orville Mjelstad and Jerome Lervick to the Human Services Board, Paul Linseth to the 
Weed Board, Doug Danielson to the Water Board, and Raymond Mrachek and Lee 
Stevens to the County Park Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Patten left the meeting at 5:00 PM. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to approve a raffle permit application 
from the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM until August 7, 2001, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 
 

August 7, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 7, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented the financial report.  She also reported that 
training for the motor vehicle licensing will be the last week in September and that her 
office would begin issuing licenses October 1.  The Board authorized a series of 
advertisements to inform the public of this new service. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec, Clerk of Court Roos, Recorder Johnsrud and County 
Superintendent Wisness were present for the election of the County’s delegate to the 
council of the North Dakota Association of Counties.  Svihovec nominated Olson.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad that a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Olson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding offices being open over noon.  Offices with 
only one person could not be open.  It was decided that those offices with enough staff 
would be open over noon beginning October 1, when the Treasurer’s office begins 
vehicle licensing. 
 
 Recorder Johnsrud reported that some of the older microfilm is deteriorating and 
will need to be copied.  Consensus was to have this done as soon as possible. 
 
 Technology Coordinator Langhans reported that she had inadvertently 



discovered inappropriate internet usage by a county employee.  She presented the 
Board with copies of internet usage policies from several other agencies.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following policy:   

Internet and E-mail Acceptable Use Policy 
Computer hardware and software purchased, leased or rented by 
McKenzie County is the property of McKenzie County and is to be used 
for business purposes.  Personal use of the Internet and E-mail is 
discouraged.   
Transmission of inappropriate material by Internet, E-mail, fax or other 
electronic means is prohibited.  Inappropriate transmissions include those 
that involve racial, religious or gender epithets, as well as materials that 
are religious in nature, materials that are for personal benefit of individuals 
and obscene materials.  All in-coming and out-going e-mail messages 
may be subject to state and federal law regarding open records. 
The Internet does not guarantee the privacy and confidentiality of 
information.  Sensitive material transferred over the Internet may be at risk 
of detection by a third-party.  Employees must exercise caution and care 
when transferring such material in any form. 
Internet Relay Chat channels or other Internet forums such as 
newsgroups may only be used to conduct work related business or to 
exchange technical or analytical information.  Users who wish to express 
personal opinions must use a private Internet Service provider. 
Internet service is a resource that must be managed in an efficient and 
cost effective manner.  For this reason, employees are not to stay on the 
Internet and minimize the window for easy access.  The use of any 
Internet constant download program, such as constant motion video or 
picture images, constant audio (music), constant stock reports, etc. is 
prohibited. 
It is prohibited to download a copy of software.  Software must be 
purchased for each personal computer using the program.  Sharing of 
programs within a department is also prohibited.  Every program loaded 
on a computer must have a registered license.  Personally owned 
software must never be loaded on County owned computers.  
As an employer, the County reserves the right to review Internet and E-
mail transmissions and to inspect the contents of its computer property, 
such as disk drives and systems.  Any violation of this policy may subject 
the employee to disciplinary action, possibly including termination. 

All members voting aye, the policy is adopted.  Chairman Chinn will meet with the 
employee to discuss the usage.   
 
 No public appeared for the scheduled hearing on the report of the Redistricting 
Committee.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the report of the 
Committee  and no changes be made in the method of electing County Commissioners; 
that is, no Commission districts will be designated and candidates for election may 
reside anywhere within the County to be voted upon by all eligible voters of the County.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 No public appeared for the scheduled hearing on the budget for the Upper 
Missouri District Health Unit.  The meeting for the joint boards of County Commissioners 
to finalize the budget will be held on September 6 at 8:00 AM in Williston.  There was a 
discussion of the funding for the health unit.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to take the District out of the distribution formula for State Aid Distribution funds, 
as the County has been receiving more revenues than are required for its share of the 
District’s budget.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Keith Rockeman, Bowline Butte School District Board, requested a minimal 
amount of work on a road in the district to keep it passable in wet conditions.  Someone 
will look at the job and report back at the August 22 meeting for a decision at that time. 
 
 David Drovdal met with the Board regarding the Arnegard City Park.  The City 
and various groups have been putting a lot of work into maintaining and upgrading, 
including a sprinkler system and sidewalks to increase access.  It is being well utilized 
by tourists as well as area residents.  The current bathroom facilities need to be 
replaced with better facilities that would also be handicapped accessible.  Estimate is 
$38,000 for materials and $12,000 for fixtures, including labor.  Volunteer labor will 
reduce the cost.  The City requested $25,000 toward this project.  Tabled for further 
discussion. 
 
 Charlene Bucha Gentry, acting District Ranger, met with Board.  The Board 
agreed  that the maintenance agreements for various roads would continue as in the 
past.  A spiritual site identified by the Standing Rock Sioux in the proposed work area 
for Route 14A was mitigated by a slight deviation in the design.  Gentry gave the Board 
information on minerals reversions that are being completed.  She provided the Board 
CD’s of the Revision plan which was recently released.   
 
 The Board recessed for lunch at 12:15 PM, reconvening at 1:20 PM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  No other bids were received.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter discussed a number of projects including the hole under the 
Russell Road, the bridge on Big Beicegel, striping, and Route 14A.  Eldean Flynn has 
requested that he be allowed to install an electric fence on County right of way again.  If 
this has caused no problems in the past, it is approved.   
 
 John Rolfsrud, Ray Gilstead and Larry Zimmiond met with the Board regarding 
the sewer system in Keene.  They requested assistance from the County in putting 
together a grant application for funds to replace the system.  It was suggested that this 
may be a good project for funding from Tri-County Economic Development.  Engineer 
Holter can help with estimating costs. They can also work with Gene Veeder as needed. 
 



 Assistant State’s Attorney Sundeen updated the Board on the proposal to the 
Three Affiliated Tribes for bringing their solid waste to the landfill.  They are to be 
informed that the Board will not make any variances from the standard agreement.  
Another counter offer was received from Tim L. Dwyer.  After review, it was moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Anderson to reject the offer of Tim L. Dwyer made in a letter 
dated August 1, 2001, and received via fax from Dwight Eiken to the State’s Attorney’s 
office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to exercise the power of eminent 
domain for purposes of taking for road construction and maintenance a tract of land one 
hundred-fifty (150) feet wide across Section 2, Township 147N, Range 104W from north 
to south and diagonally across the SW ¼ of Section 35, Township 148N, Range 104W.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Angela Horob, Blue Cross/Blue Shield representative presented information on 
flex benefit plans for pre-tax  premium conversion, medical savings plans and 
dependent care spending accounts.  Treasurer Svihovec was also present.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Cayko to make these deductions available.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 An application from McKenzie Electric to trench some road crossings instead of 
boring was considered.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the 
crossings with the stipulation that all five would be bored and to authorize 
Commissioner Patten to sign an amended application that so stated.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Disaster Emergency Services Coordinator Samuelson reviewed the McKenzie 
County Hazard Mitigation Plan with the Board.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the plan as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion regarding the County’s policy for fences on road 
projects.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to amend the road policy to 
increase rates for fence removal to $750 per mile and for replacement to $2,500 per 
mile, beginning with road projects completed in 2001.  The reconstructed fence must 
consist of at least 3 barbed wires of 12.5 gauge fastened firmly to posts not more than 
one rod (sixteen and one half feet) apart.  Reconstruction must be completed within two 
years after the completion of the road project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to commit twenty percent of project 
costs up to $182,580 for the Watford City Aquatic Complex to be paid out of General 
funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 



WHEREAS; the North Dakota Association of Counties has instituted the 
Excellence in County Government award to recognize significant 
contributions by county officials and employees; and 

 
WHEREAS; Gene Veeder has been outstanding in his promotion of 
McKenzie County, persistent in helping the County develop technology 
services and opportunities; and aggressive in his job development efforts; 
and 

 
WHEREAS; his efforts with state officials and the Western Governors 
Association resulted in the designation of McKenzie County as a Center 
for Excellence in Rural America (CERA); and 

 
WHEREAS; his efforts have resulted in the establishment of a community 
wireless network shared by the City of Watford City, McKenzie County 
School District and the County; the successful recruitment of three 
technology based businesses; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners nominates Gene Veeder for the 2001 Excellence in 
County Government award in the County Employee category. 

All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to make the following Board 
appointments:  Della Braaten and Roger Chinn to the Northwest Human Service 
Council and Tim Cayko to the Weed Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve a raffle permit for the 
Blue Buttes Fun Day.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Departmental budget request packets were distributed.  They will be reviewed 
before the September meeting. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:15 PM CDT until August 22, 2001, beginning at 10:00 
AM CDT. 
 

August 22, 2001 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 22, 2001, at 10:00 AM CDT.  
Present were Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Commissioner Anderson was absent for an Executive Board meeting of the North 
Dakota Association of Counties.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 10:00 
AM. 
 
 Paul Linseth, Sharleen Thompson and Gene Pojorlie, County Weed Control 



Board members, met with the Board for a discussion of possible changes in the 
operations, including hiring the Weed Control Officer on a full time basis.  A proposed 
agreement with the Forest Service was also discussed.  Consensus is that this should 
be between the Forest Service and the Grazing Association.   
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer gave the Board information on the air conditioning 
problems.  The additions to the Courthouse compromise the operations of the cooling 
tower.  The proposal from Temp-Rite to move the equipment to a better location was 
approved. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to approve the request of Arnegard 
City for $25,000 toward improvements in the facilities at the City Park.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of the hole in the Russell road, the difficulties with 
determining the exact problem and possible solutions.  The Forest Service should be 
sent a letter informing them of this matter. 
 
 The Board recessed at noon, reconvening at 1:00 PM. 
 
 There was further discussion of the requested road work from the Bowline Butte 
School District.  Mjelstad and Engineer Holter will take a look at it and report at the next 
meeting. 
 
 The public hearing regarding the extension of the E911 fees to wireless 
communications was opened at 1:30 PM as advertised.  Present were Lloyd Clock, 
E911 Coordinator; Jerry Samuelson, Emergency Services Coordinator; and Tina 
Langhans, Technology Services Coordinator.  No public appeared for or against the 
proposal.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WIRELESS 911 FEE RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, emergency 911 services are critical to the public safety; and 
 

WHEREAS, the percentage of 911 calls initiated through wireless 
communication devices is now approaching fifty percent in the state of 
North Dakota; and 

 
WHEREAS, wireless 911 calls do not provide the enhanced call-back and 
location information essential to efficient call management and increased 
public safety; and 

  
WHEREAS, the monthly 911 fee on traditional telephone exchange 
access service imposed pursuant to NDCC 57-40.6 is insufficient to 
implement enhanced 911 for wireless communication services and is 
unfair in its limited application to landline telephone service only; and 



  
WHEREAS, the 57th Legislative Assembly amended NDCC 57-40.6 to 
permit the extension of existing 911 fees to wireless communication 
service by governing board resolution; and 

 
WHEREAS, the nature of wireless communication service and the costs of 
implementing enhanced wireless 911 make it most cost-effective for all 
jurisdictions to jointly implement and therefore extend their local 911 fees 
in a coordinated manner. 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners extends the existing 911 fee of $1.00 (one dollar) on 
telephone exchange access service to wireless service, consistent with 
the requirements of federal and state law. 

 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be forwarded to all 
wireless service providers registered to operate in North Dakota, as notice 
that the fee shall be added to their monthly billings for all customers with a 
subscriber service address in this county as soon as practical after the 
adoption date of this resolution, but no later than October 1, 2001 and that 
the revenues shall be collected and remitted on a monthly basis to the 
County Treasurer with each provider retaining a portion of the revenues 
for their actual costs of fee administration pursuant to the limitations of 
NDCC 57-40.6-04.   

 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Treasurer shall create a 
separate Wireless 911 Fund and retain the revenues received pursuant to 
this resolution separately until such time as NDCC 57-40.6-05 allows them 
to be combined with all other 911 fee revenue. 

 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 1:50 PM CDT until September 4, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

September 4, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 4, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:09 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Discussion of minutes of previous meeting.  It should be clarified that Auditor 
Olson was elected as the County’s NDACo delegate. 



 
 Fred Fridley, Watford City Park Board, requested gravel for the parking lots by 
the softball field/skateboard park and by the baseball diamonds.  Robin Arnt is to work 
with the County Engineer on where it is need. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as 
amended and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented with the exception of 
Voucher number 163363 which should have the mileage rate adjusted to 32 cents per 
mile.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Technology Services Coordinator Langhans and Treasurer Svihovec reported on 
discussions regarding the Acceptable Use Policy adopted at the last meeting.  It will be 
reviewed and re-written before the next meeting.  The issue of licensed softwear needs 
to be covered. 
 
 Keith Winter joined the Board for a review of the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement for the Northern Great Plains Plan Revision. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for diesel at all 
locations and the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for gas at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter reviewed road issues.  It was decided to have a Fall Free Day at 
the landfill on September 29.  “Baskets” will be tried to stop the washing on the Little 
Beicegel Bridge abutments with Franz Construction doing the installation.  Engineering 
Department will keep working on options for the washing near the Big Beicegel bridge 
and the hole on the Russell hill.  
 
 Assistant State’s Attorney Sundeen discussed the status of the Dwyer road 
acquisition with the Board.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the 
following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

Condemning Under the Right and Power of Eminent Domain Land Which 
McKenzie County Deems Necessary for Present Use 

 
WHEREAS:  McKenzie County desires to construct, reconstruct, widen, 
alter, change, locate, relocate, align, realign or maintain a highway in 
McKenzie County, North Dakota; and 

 
WHEREAS: McKenzie County Board of Commissioners believes said 
construction, reconstruction, widening, altering, changing, locating, 
relocating, aligning, realigning or maintenance to be in the public’s 
interest; and 



 
WHEREAS:  Said highway is generally to be located across Section 2, 
Township 147 North, Range 104 West from north to south and diagonally 
across the SW1/4 of Section 35, Township 148 North, Range 104 West; 
and 

 
WHEREAS:  McKenzie County Board of Commissioners is unable to 
purchase all of the lands required for the said construction, reconstruction, 
widening, altering, changing, locating, relocating, aligning, realigning or 
maintenance at a price which such Board deems reasonable; and 

 
WHEREAS:  On August 7, 2001, the McKenzie County Commission 
unanimously passed a Motion to exercise McKenzie County’s power of 
eminent domain for purposes of taking for road construction and 
maintenance a tract of land one hundred-fifty (150) feet wide across 
Section 2, Township 147 North, Range 104 West from north to south and 
diagonally across the SW1/4 of Section 35, Township 148 North, Range 
104 West. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED:  that Public necessity requires the taking of said land 
for present use, either temporary or permanent, and to provide adequate 
drainage in the improvement, constructing reconstructing, widening, 
altering, changing, locating, relocating, aligning, realigning, or maintaining 
said highway in McKenzie County.  

 
Said lands to be taken shall be surveyed and described and a plat thereof 
prepared and recorded in the office of the register of deeds of McKenzie 
County, North Dakota. 

 
Further, a special board consisting of the county auditor, the county 
treasurer, and the register of deeds of McKenzie county shall fix the 
damages for such taking.  

All voting aye, resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to designate the road in the W ½ of 
Section 32, Township 147 N, Range 101 W from the Russell turnoff to the Palmer 
Nelson turnoff as a minimum maintenance road in accordance with the provisions of 
North Dakota Century Code 24-07, with proper signs to be installed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Emergency Services Director Samuelson reviewed the fire danger with the 
Board.  He was instructed to inform the public and to request that Doug Friez, State 
Emergency Management Director, talk to Governor Hoeven about burning bans. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute a stockpile agreement with 
True Oil Company for stockpiling of previously mined sand and gravel in Section 27, 



Township 148 N, Range 101 W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A revised release is to be prepared for damages on Route 14 on the line 
between Sections 4 and 5 in Township 150 North, Range 95 West. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a utility crossing 
agreement with McKenzie Electric to bore a crossing on Route 12 in Section 15, 
Township 152 N, Range 95W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Special Road Committee of the North Dakota Department of Transportation 
selected the Tobacco Garden Recreational Area project for funding.  Engineering 
Department to plans for bid with construction in 2002. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the department requests 
as the preliminary budget, with one line item reduction in the Road & Bridge budget 
reducing Seal Coats and Overlays from $5,095,000 to $3,495,000, and to hold a public 
hearing on the 2002 budget on September 21 beginning at 10:30.  Departments and 
Board will be scheduled the same day.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:20 until Friday, September 21, 2001, beginning 
at 9:00 AM. 
  
 

2002 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

  2001 2002 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT  APPROPRIATION REQUEST 
County Board  76,160.00 77,845.00 
Clerk of District Court  118,274.00 131,175.00 
County Auditor  145,535.00 155,875.00 
County Treasurer  77,780.00 86,460.00 
State's Attorney  82,500.00 83,375.00 
County Recorder  116,132.00 132,689.00 
County Superintendent  48,304.00 48,104.00 
Tax Director  49,187.00 52,733.00 
Technology Services Coordinator  48,787.48 50,168.00 
Custodian  59,369.24 67,340.00 
Courthouse Maintenance  65,800.00 66,250.00 
Building Fund  50,000.00 50,000.00 
Elections  0.00 34,600.00 
Landfill  69,260.40 70,524.00 
Workers' Compensation  10,000.00 8,500.00 
WC Medical Expense   500.00 
Job Service  3,000.00 4,500.00 
Audit Fees  5,500.00 6,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory  20,000.00 20,000.00 



GIS Project  25,000.00 25,000.00 
FS Plan Response  25,000.00 25,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance  20,000.00 20,000.00 
Telephone Service  4,000.00 4,000.00 
Telephone System Maintenance  500.00 500.00 
Publishing, Printing  6,000.00 6,000.00 
Dues, Registrations  10,000.00 10,000.00 
Postage  10,000.00 10,000.00 
Mailing Machine  6,000.00 4,000.00 
Copier Expense  5,000.00 5,000.00 
Computer Expense  30,000.00 35,000.00 
Miscellaneous  65,000.00 65,000.00 
Roads  400,000.00 400,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter  1,500.00 1,500.00 
County Agent  10,000.00 15,000.00 
Watford City Airport  20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens  2,000.00 2,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens  6,000.00 6,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum  3,000.00 3,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association  10,000.00 15,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development  8,000.00 8,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation  24,140.00 24,879.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT  1,736,729.12 1,851,517.00 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
County Sheriff  295,079.70 314,145.00 
County Jail  119,840.00 128,720.00 
County Coroner  6,920.00 6,950.00 
Disaster Emergency Service  13,666.00 24,177.00 
Risk Management Coordinator  5,739.00 4,909.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance  35,000.00 35,000.00 
Alexander First Responders  3,000.00 3,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY  $479,244.70 $516,901.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND  $2,215,973.82 $2,368,418.00 
 
Unorganized District Roads  275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge  7,567,675.00 6,425,000.00 
TOTAL ROADS  $7,842,675.00 $6,700,000.00 
 
COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES  544,308.00 543,558.00 
 
SPECIAL REVENUES 
Veteran's Services  20,558.00 21,262.00 
County Agent  69,892.00 70,890.00 
County Park  26,200.00 25,650.00 
Public Library  90,760.00 94,360.00 



Social Security  64,000.00 78,046.00 
Water Resource District  39,640.00 40,153.00 
Weed Control  162,850.00 186,055.00 
Job Development Authority  78,263.00 78,574.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board  80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair  23,700.00 23,700.00 
District Health Unit  56,161.00 54,914.00 
Historical Society  7,000.00 7,500.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS  $719,024.00 $761,104.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS  $11,321,980.82 $10,373,080.00 
 
The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed 
expenditures for 2002. 
 2002 Budget Less Levy 
 Requests Non-Tax Resources Required 
General Fund 2,368,418.00 2,920,875.76 0.00 
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 163,230.83 111,769.17 
Road & Bridge Fund 6,425,000.00 6,711,641.84 0.00 
Social Services 543,558.00 372,683.16 170,874.84 
Veteran's Services 21,262.00 5,280.49 15,981.51 
County Agent 70,890.00 34,348.17 36,541.83 
County Park 25,650.00 3,671.83 21,978.17 
Public Library 94,360.00 37,737.14 56,622.86 
Social Security 78,046.00 14,963.63 63,082.37 
Water Resource District 40,153.00 12,192.96 27,960.04 
Weed Control 186,055.00 70,435.81 115,619.19 
Job Development Authority 78,574.00 16,779.50 61,794.50 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 12,461.25 67,538.75 
County Fair 23,700.00 6,175.67 17,524.33 
District Health Unit 54,914.00 2,036.00 52,878.00 
Historical Society 7,500.00 1,198.51 6,301.49 
 
Total Requests and Levies Required 10,373,080.00  826,467.05 
 
 

September 21, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 21, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Various department heads and county boards reviewed their 2002 budget 
requests throughout the day.  No public appeared for the hearing. 
 



 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 
 Whereas, on September 11, 2001, was suddenly and brutally attacked by 
foreign terrorists, and; 
 
 Whereas, these terrorists hijacked and destroyed four civilian aircraft, crashing 
two of them into the Towers of the World Trade Center in New York City, and a third into 
the Pentagon outside Washington, DC, and; 
 
 Whereas, thousands of innocent Americans were killed and injured as a result 
of these attacks, including the passengers and crew of the four aircrafts, workers in the 
World Trade Center and in the Pentagon, rescue workers, and bystanders, and; 
 
 Whereas, these cowardly acts were by far the deadliest terrorist attacks ever 
launched against the United States, and, by targeting symbols of American strength and 
success, clearly were intended to intimidate our nation and weaken its resolve, and; 
 
 Whereas, these horrific events have affected all Americans.  It is important that 
we carry on with the regular activities of our lives.  Terrorism cannot be allowed to break 
the spirit of the American people, and the best way to show these cowards that they 
have truly failed is for the people of the United States and their counties to stand tall and 
proud, 
 
 Therefore be it resolved, that the governing board of McKenzie County 
condemns the cowardly and deadly actions of these terrorists, and; 
 
 Be it further resolved, that the governing board of McKenzie County supports 
the President of the United States, as he works with his national security team to defend 
against additional attacks, and find the perpetrators to bring them to justice, and; 
 
 Be it still further resolved, that the governing board of McKenzie County 
recommends to its citizens to support relief efforts by giving blood at the nearest 
available blood donation center. 
 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 Ellinor Sorenson and Cleo Kirkland met with the Board regarding the Pioneer 
Museum.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to appropriate $4,000 to the 
Museum to facilitate the move to an additional building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2001 

  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of September, 2001, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2002, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 



this County on the 12th day of September, 2001, together with a notice of such hearing 
on the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 21st day of September, 2001,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2002 through 
December 31, 2002, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 

2002 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
 2001 2002 2002 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
County Board 76,160.00 77,845.00 77,845.00 
Clerk of District Court 118,274.00 131,175.00 131,175.00 
County Auditor 145,535.00 155,875.00 155,785.00 
County Treasurer 77,780.00 86,460.00 86,460.00 
State's Attorney 82,500.00 83,375.00 83,075.00 
County Recorder 116,132.00 132,689.00 132,689.00 
County Superintendent 48,304.00 48,104.00 48,104.00 
Tax Director 49,187.00 52,733.00 52,733.00 
Technology Services Coordinator 48,787.48 50,168.00 50,168.00 
Custodian 59,369.24 67,340.00 64,800.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 65,800.00 66,250.00 66,250.00 
Building Fund 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Elections 0.00 34,600.00 34,600.00 
Landfill 69,260.40 70,524.00 70,236.00 
Workers' Compensation 10,000.00 8,500.00 8,500.00 
WC Medical Expense  500.00 500.00 
Job Service 3,000.00 4,500.00 4,500.00 
Audit Fees 5,500.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
GIS Project 25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
FS Plan Response 25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Telephone Service 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Telephone System Maintenance 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Publishing, Printing 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Postage 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Mailing Machine 6,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Copier Expense 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Computer Expense 30,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Miscellaneous 65,000.00 65,000.00 65,000.00 
Roads 400,000.00 400,000.00 400,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 



County Agent 10,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 10,000.00 15,000.00 10,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 24,140.00 24,879.00 24,879.00 
 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT 1,736,729.12 1,851,517.00 1,843,299.00 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
County Sheriff 295,079.70 314,145.00 305,545.00 
County Jail 119,840.00 128,720.00 128,720.00 
County Coroner 6,920.00 6,950.00 6,950.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 13,666.00 24,177.00 24,177.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 5,739.00 4,909.00 4,909.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 35,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $479,244.70 $516,901.00 $508,301.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $2,215,973.82 $2,368,418.00 $2,351,600.00 
 
 
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 7,567,675.00 6,425,000.00 6,425,000.00 
TOTAL ROADS $7,842,675.00 $6,700,000.00 $6,700,000.00 
 
COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES 544,308.00 543,558.00 543,198.00 
 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Veteran's Services 20,558.00 21,262.00 21,262.00 
County Agent 69,892.00 70,890.00 70,890.00 
County Park 26,200.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 90,760.00 94,360.00 93,110.00 
Social Security 64,000.00 78,046.00 78,000.00 
Water Resource District 39,640.00 40,153.00 40,153.00 
Weed Control 162,850.00 186,055.00 186,055.00 
Job Development Authority 78,263.00 78,574.00 78,574.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 23,700.00 23,700.00 23,700.00 
District Health Unit 56,161.00 54,914.00 54,914.00 
Historical Society 7,000.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $719,024.00 $761,104.00 $759,808.00 
 



GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $11,321,980.82 $10,373,080.00 $10,354,606.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Anderson, and carried that the following resolution be 
adopted: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2001 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of September, set forth in budget form 
the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County 
office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 2002, 
and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
12, 2001, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 21st 
day of September, 2001, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:30 o’clock AM, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2002 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2001 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $824,811.05 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
 
 County General Fund $             0.00 
 County Human Services Fund $  170,514.84 
 County Road & Bridge Fund $             0.00 
 Special Revenue Funds $  542,527.04 
 Unorganized District Road Fund $  111,769.17 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
    
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM until October 2, 2001, beginning at 9:00 
AM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 



 
October 2, 2001 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 2, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  The new motor vehicle branch had 26 
customers yesterday.  $1,100 was authorized from the General Fund as start-up money 
for the new checking account and cash box. 
 
 Phil Moen, Weed Control Board member, asked the Board about their concerns 
with the Control Officer position.  The position has been advertised in county papers 
around the state and with Job Service.  They hope to have someone hired yet this fall. 
 
 Bills were reviewed.  Consensus is that the County will not start paying expenses 
for events for retiring employees.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to 
approve the minutes as written and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and all other bills as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Technology Services Coordinator Tina Langhans and Treasurer Linda Svihovec 
presented proposed amendments to the County’s Acceptable Use policy for email and 
Internet.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adopt the following policy: 
 

Internet and E-mail Acceptable Use Policy 
 

Computer hardware and software purchased, leased or rented by 
McKenzie County is the property of McKenzie County and is to be used 
for business purposes.  Personal use of the Internet and E-mail is 
discouraged.   

 
Transmission of inappropriate material by Internet, E-mail, fax or other 
electronic means is prohibited.  Inappropriate transmissions include those 
that involve racial, religious or gender epithets, as well as materials that 
are religious in nature, materials that are for personal benefit of individuals 
and obscene materials.  All in-coming and out-going e-mail messages 
may be subject to state and federal law regarding open records. 

 
The Internet does not guarantee the privacy and confidentiality of 
information.  Sensitive material transferred over the Internet may be at risk 
of detection by a third-party.  Employees must exercise caution and care 
when transferring such material in any form. 

 
The use of any Internet constant download program, such as constant 
motion video or picture images, constant audio (music), constant stock 



reports, etc. is discouraged, as bandwidth needs to be reserved for 
business applications. 

 
The County discourages the loading of personal software on county 
computers.  No un-licensed or pirated software shall be loaded onto 
county-owned computers.  No persons using county-owned computers 
shall violate any copyright of any software. 

 
As an employer, the County reserves the right to review Internet and E-
mail transmissions and to inspect the contents of its computer property, 
such as disk drives and systems.  Any violation of this policy may subject 
the employee to disciplinary action, possibly including termination. 

 
All voting aye, the policy is adopted.  The Auditor was instructed to distribute copies to 
all employees. 
 
 Clerk of District Court Lanae Roos and County Recorder Ann Johnsrud reviewed 
the changes in the Clerk of Court position and some options which the County has.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 

PRELIMINARY RESOLUTION 
Separating the functions of Clerk of District Court and County Recorder 

and creating an Appointed Clerk of District Court 
 

WHEREAS North Dakota Century Code Section 11-10-02, effective 
January 1, 2003, provided that in counties having a population of 6,000 or 
less, the County Recorder (formerly known as County Register of Deeds) 
serves as ex officio Clerk of District Court, unless the county has adopted 
one of the optional forms of county government or has combined or 
separated the functions of county offices or re-designated offices as 
elective or appointive pursuant to chapter 11-10.2 or 11-10.3; and 

 
WHEREAS North Dakota Century Code Section 11-10.2-02 provides that 
a county may, without requiring local citizens to permit county home rule 
powers, separate the functions of county offices and re-designate an 
elective office as appointive; and 

 
WHEREAS McKenzie County currently has a population of less than 
6000, and currently has a separately elected Clerk of District Court and 
County Recorder; and 

 
WHEREAS McKenzie County is conducting an analysis as required by 
chapter 11-10.2-03 to determine the desirability of maintaining the 
separate offices; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 



1.  Effective January 1, 2003, the functions of the Clerk of the District 
Court be separated from the office of County Recorder, and the position of 
Clerk of District Court be created as a separate appointive position in 
accordance with a prepared plan, and 
 
2.  The proposed plan for the separate, appointed position be prepared 
and disseminated to the public and a hearing thereon be held after public 
notice pursuant to law. 

 
All voting aye, the policy is adopted.  The proposed plan is as follows: 
 

PROPOSED PLAN 
(Separating the functions of Clerk of District Court and County Recorder 

and appointing a Clerk of District Court.) 
 

The current elected term of the Clerk of District Court expires at the end of 
2002 and North Dakota Century Code no longer provides for an elective 
position for that office after the term expires.  The statute further makes 
the County Recorder (formerly known as the Register of Deeds) the ex-
officio Clerk of District Court; unless local action is taken to fulfill those 
duties in another manner. 

 
The McKenzie County Board of Commissioners has proposed that the 
position of Clerk of District Court in this county be appointed as of January 
1, 2003 and that as of January 1, 2003, the Office of the Clerk of District 
Court remain separate from the Office of County Recorder, and that the 
duties and responsibilities currently being performed by the elected Clerk 
of District Court shall continue to be those duties performed by the 
appointed Clerk of District Court.   

 
The Clerk of District Court presently in Office shall be appointed to serve 
as the appointed Clerk of District Court until that person shall retire or 
resign or the position would be otherwise vacated. 

 
All personnel issues regarding the office of Clerk of District Court will be 
handled according to county personnel policies. 

 
 
 David Johnson, McKenzie County Water Resources District Board Chairman, 
reported that the rural water project has been approved for 65% funding.  There was a 
discussion about the County joining the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, which 
is the funding arm for water projects in the state.  The Water Board will consider this 
further at their next meeting. 
 
 Sue Johnsrud and Gene Veeder informed the Board about a project to expand 
Channel 10 at the school into a community access, which would require additional hard 



and software.  The Board was asked to share in the cost estimated at $4,300. 
 
 Jay Bean met with the Board regarding the clean up of property in East Highland 
Acres.  Although he had purchased the property, he had not recorded the deed and the 
county was unaware of the change in ownership.  It was agreed that there would be no 
assessment to the property for the cost of clean up and that Mr. Bean would have no 
recourse to the county for damages. 
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman was present for the abatement hearings.  Deb 
Hanson, Basin Brokers, was also present.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad 
to deny the application of Nationwide Postal Management per the City of Watford City’s 
recommendation because the value is in line with similar properties.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to deny the application of 
David Thompson and Roy Berquist per the City of Watford City’s recommendation 
because the value is in line with similar properties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gary Petik, Forest Service, reviewed current projects and personnel and 
answered questions from the Board.  He also requested speed and directional signs on 
the road from Highway 85 into the CCC Campground, which will be referred to the Road 
Department. 
 
 Following noon recess, the one fuel bid received was opened.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels 
at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed the various projects.  He informed the 
Board that the project at Tobacco Gardens using the Special Road Funds will not be let 
through the State.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to let the bid at the 
January meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board approved an 80% cost 
share with Yellowstone Township on pipe which the irrigation district will install for them.  
Plans are at the NDDOT for the Abelman bridge with bid scheduled for February.  The 
bid for the Route 14 overlay will be November 16.  Holter and Mike Dollinger will attend 
the Project Development Workshop October 14-15. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed the various legal matters in 
which the county is involved. 
 
 Loren Berwald and Jerry Samuelson met with the Board on behalf of the Carl E. 
Rogen American Legion Drill Team.  They requested assistance with outfitting the team 
with winter wear.  There is a total of 25 members and a least 15 are required for a 
proper drill at a funeral or other event.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to 
donate up to $2,000 toward the purchase of winter weight pea coats.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Bauman reported that she has been in contact with Daryl 
Hochhalter who has assisted the County in the past with GIS work.  He is available on a 



contract basis.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute a contract with 
him.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to set the funding levels for the 
Self-Insurance Fund for the year 2002 at $269.18 per single contract, $419.94 per 
single plus dependent contract and $624.56 per family contract, with the county funding 
the single premium for each eligible employee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to match the School’s contribution 
of $1,200 toward the Channel 10 access which will include community information.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to execute the Construction and 
Maintenance Agreement and Right of Way Certification for Project SC-2714(051), 5.366 
miles of overlay and seal coat on Route 14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Robert Pederson as a delegate to the North Dakota 
State Fair annual meeting.  
 Treasurer Svihovec introduced Keith Kaiser, Director of the Motor Vehicle 
Licensing Division of the North Dakota Department of Transportation, who is spending a 
few days in the county, assisting with the set up of a branch in the Treasurer’s office. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:05 PM CDT until November 6, 2001, beginning 
at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

November 6, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 6, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Marcia Hellandsaas, Food & Nutrition Extension Agent, reported on the National 
4-H Leadership conference held in Bismarck October 19-24 with 49 states represented.  
She invited the Board to take part in a “Conversation on Youth Development” on 
November 12. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She also reported that the Motor 
Vehicle Branch served 195 in October, generating $848.50 in service fees.  Chairman 
Chinn reported that the Upper Missouri District Health Unit may request a loan to assist 
in acquiring new office space. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to approve abatement applications 
for Doris Zaback and William Clifton, following the recommendations of the local 
governing boards.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Bauman presented information on two omitted properties.  Moved 
by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to enter previously omitted parcels owned by 
Artie Weber and LeRoy Schwartzenberger onto the tax rolls.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   
 
 No public appeared for the hearing on the proposed changes to the Clerk of 
Court position.  Clerk of Court Roos and County Recorder Johnsrud were present.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

FINAL RESOLUTION 
Separating the functions of Clerk of District Court and County Recorder 

and creating an Appointed Clerk of District Court 
 
 WHEREAS North Dakota Century Code Section 11-10-02, effective January 1, 
2003, provided that in counties having a population of 6,000 or less, the County 
Recorder (formerly known as County Register of Deeds) serves as ex officio Clerk of 
District Court, unless the county has adopted one of the optional forms of county 
government or has combined or separated the functions of county offices or re-
designated offices as elective or appointive pursuant to chapter 11-10.2 or 11-10.3; and 
 
 WHEREAS North Dakota Century Code Section 11-10.2-02 provides that a 
county may, without requiring local citizens to permit county home rule powers, 
separate the functions of county offices and re-designate an elective office as 
appointive; and 
 
 WHEREAS McKenzie County currently has a population of less than 6000, and 
currently has a separately elected Clerk of District Court and County Recorder; and 
 
 WHEREAS McKenzie County has conducted an analysis as required by chapter 
11-10.2-03 to determine the desirability of maintaining the separate offices; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT effective January 1, 2003, the 
functions of the Clerk of the District Court be separated from the office of County 
Recorder, and the position of Clerk of District Court be created as a separate appointive 
position in accordance with a published plan. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to appoint Paige Baker to a term 
on the County Human Services Board, term expiring July 1, 2004.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 



 Commissioner Patten had been contacted by Watford City Councilman Gary 
Thorson.  Thorson is on the Museum Committee for the City.  The City is committing 
$10,000 in its budget for a museum building and asked that the County considers an 
equal amount. 
 
 Director Michon Sax responded to questions about Human Services 
expenditures. 
 
 Technology Services Coordinator Langhans stated that she has been working 
with the Grazing Association.  She is to charge them the same rate as for the City.  It 
was agreed to obtain a credit card that could be used for technology purchases.  
Langhans requested the appointment of a Technology Advisory Committee as a 
resource for her.  She will be updating the county software packages.  With some recent 
clarifications on licenses, it is found that some machines need to be made compliant.  
There was a discussion of the hours for her office and the record keeping required. 
 
 Gary Driessen, A & G Construction, County Engineer Holter and Road 
Superintendent Koeser met with the Board to discuss a bill to A & G for an overpayment 
on gravel crushing and a subsequent bill from A & G for gravel pit water pumping.  After 
discussion, it was moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to let one bill offset the 
other.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of the request to purchase unused highway right of 
way.  Table for discussion with the State’s Attorney. 
 
 After lunch, Vice Chairman Anderson reconvened the meeting in the temporary 
absence of Chairman Chinn.  
 
 Fuel bids were opened from Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil 
Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed the current projects. 
 
 Chairman Chinn returned and assumed the chair at 1:30 PM. 
 
 The washout on the Russell Hill was discussed.  Franz Construction looked at 
the job when working in the area and has given a reasonable proposal.  This needs to 
be done as soon as possible.  There was a discussion on getting sign damage reports 
and on outfitting a truck for sign replacement.  Commissioner Cayko reported that Tim 
Dwyer had requested a bridge on a lane in Section 11, Township 147N, Range 104W.  
This request was declined as this is a private lane.   
 
 There was discussion on responding to the various NEPA scoping letters and 
other comment requests.  Gene Veeder has agreed to do this. 
 



 Commissioner Patten reported on the Southwest Association of Counties 
meeting on October 30.  North Dakota Department of Transportation officials were the 
speakers.  Transportation Enhancement grant applications are due November 9 and 
Special Roads Funds applications are due in April.  Commissioners are also welcome to 
the County Engineers Conference January 23-25. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed various matters pending.  The consensus on 
the offer from the Three Affiliated Tribes for use of our landfill was to reject it.  After 
discussion, the consensus of the Board is not to sell the highway right of way at this 
time.  The status and possible route number for the road located across Section 2, 
Township 147 North, Range 104 West from north to south and diagonally across the 
SW1/4 of Section 35, Township 148 North, Range 104 West were discussed as well as 
the designation of grazing areas.   
 
 Per written communication from Sheriff Larson, there was further discussion 
concerning the salary for the new office deputy.  After review, the original request of 
$1,850 per month was approved. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve raffle permit 
applications from the Keene Luther League and Yellowstone School District #14.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to cancel the following lost and 
outdated warrants and checks: 
 
Warrant   Date 
or Check #     Payee Issued Amount 
*157281 Bruce A. Johnson 10-4-99 $     4.00 
*13311 Joe Harn 7-20-98 10.00 
*13412 Lacy Swaine Jr. 1-28-99 74.00 
*These checks were turned over to Unclaimed Property with the November 2001 
report. 
 
158771 Williston Vector Control 2-11-00 10.42 
159272 Williston Vector Control 4-12-00 76.83 
159797 Williston Vector Control 6-13-00 73.50 
160392 Gertrude J. Gunter 8-22-00 130.00 
161088 Williston Vector Control 11-13-00 3.70 
New warrants or checks will be reissued to all of the individuals who have returned "Lost 
Check Affidavits" requesting replacement: 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of possible days to close the Courthouse over the 
upcoming holidays.  The Courthouse will be closed November 22 for Thanksgiving, 
December 24 and 25 for Christmas and January 1 for the New Year. 



 
 The plan design for the flex spending plans was reviewed.  Informational 
sessions will be held in the future. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:33 PM until December 4, 2001, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
  

 
 

December 4, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 4, 2001.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:06 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Technology Services Coordinator Tina Langhans reviewed software needed to 
bring all computers into compliance with licensing.  She is to go ahead as budgets 
allow. 
 
 Darin Langerud, Director of the ND Atmospheric Resource Board, introduced 
Chief Meteorologist Aaron Gilstad, and they presented the annual operations report.  
Also present were county board members Orville Hellandsaas, Rodney Cross and 
Sandra Flynn, Secretary. 
 
 Matt Iverson and Gene Veeder presented information on a proposal they are 
preparing for an agriculture related plant to be located in the county.   The Board agreed 
that in-kind assistance from the Road Department could be part of the proposal.  
Commissioner Cayko, who is also on the JDA board, will work with Veeder on the 
proposal development. 
 
 Gary Petik introduced Frank Guzman who just arrived to assume duties as 
McKenzie District Ranger.  Guzman gave a short review of his Forest Service 
experience and some personal background.  Petik reviewed the status of the County 
Route 14 project, the access road to the CCC campground, County Route 1 north from 
County Route 27, access to the Woods Cabin and weed control agreements. 
 
 After a noon recess from 12:30 to 1:15 PM, fuel bids were opened.  Moved by 
Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for 
all fuels at all locations (only bid).  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Engineer John Holter reviewed projects and personnel matters in the Road 
Department.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed the status of county projects in his office. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to approve the following license 
applications: Golf Club and Eagles:  on/off sale beer, off sale liquor, both with Sunday 
and Madeline Miller:  off sale beer, off sale wine, both with Sunday.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The Board was presented with a petition signed by more than one-quarter of the 
qualified electors of the City of Rawson which requested a special election on the 
question of dissolving the city.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to set a 
special election for Tuesday, January 8, 2002, at the Norman Heggen residence, polls 
to be open from 12:00 PM noon until 7:00 PM,  and to name Ivy Heggen as Inspector 
and Norman Heggen as Judge of said election.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $373,333.67 from Mariner Construction 
received in the bid opening of November 16, 2001, for Project SC-2714(051) was the 
low bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Mariner Construction  the contract for Project SC-
2714(051) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 All voting aye, the resolution carried. 
 
 Keith Winter, Merle Jost, Dale Naze, Ron Whithed and Jim Arthaud were present 
for a presentation by Dr. John Lacey.  He previewed his analysis of the Forest Service 
Plan revision’s effects on grazing which he will present to the Governor’s Working 
Group. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:00 PM until December 28, 2001, beginning at 1:00 
PM.   
 

December 28, 2001 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 28, 2001.  Present were 



Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the bills as presented. 
 There was a discussion about designating grazing areas.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Mjelstad to designate Section 2, T147N, R104W and Sections  34 & 35, 
T148N, R104W as grazing areas in accordance with North Dakota Century Code 36-11-
07.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution and 
execute a Federal Credit Application Insurance Disclosure : 
 
It is resolved that: 
1.  First International Bank is a depository for funds of McKenzie County 
2.  This resolution is in effect until rescinded or modified in writing 
3.  This resolution is in regard to a Visa credit card account and has no effect 

on any other accounts or transactions between First International Bank and 
McKenzie County 

4.  The County hereby agrees to all the terms and conditions of the Visa 
credit card account 

5.  The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, as elected from 
year to year, shall be the authorized agent to make changes to the credit 
limitations on this account, close the account, or change the authorized 
signature 

6.  The name and signature of the current chairman appears below 
7.  The only authorized signature on this account shall be Justina Langhans 
 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to make the budgeted transfers 
to the Road & Bridge Fund of $400,000 from General, $370,000 from Highway Tax 
Distribution Fund and $275,000 from District Road Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the following liquor 
licenses:  The Big Opening and The Long X Saloon, both on/off sale beer and liquor 
with Sunday sales.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to appoint Craig Nelson as the 
County representative on the Watford City Pest Control Board.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to name Linda Svihovec, in her 
capacity as McKenzie County Treasurer, as the manager for the Motor Vehicle Branch 
office and to authorize her to execute all related agreements.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 There were discussions on the proposed donation to the Watford City pool 
project; a building to house the command center, spare Sheriff’s vehicle and 
maintenance equipment; and the various cell phone plans and usage.  Jerry Samuelson 
will be asked to get proposals for cell phone services before the February meeting. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a Belle Fourche Pipeline 
crossing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Richard Cayko, Frances Olson and Gene Veeder as 
an Advisory Committee for the Technology Services department. 
 
 There was discussion on John Lacey’s materials for the roadless initiative and 
the State’s views on the roadless issue. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:25 PM until Thursday, January 3, 2002, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

January 3, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 3, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM.  Chairman Chinn turned the 
meeting over to Auditor Olson who called for nominations for Chairman.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to nominate Chinn.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Chinn.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Chinn assumed the chair and called for nominations for 
Vice Chairman.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to nominate Anderson.  
Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a unanimous 
ballot be cast for Anderson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, which included a review of 2001, a list 
of depositories and pledges of assets.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to 
designate First International Bank & Trust, McKenzie County Bank and Dakota West 
Credit Union, all of Watford City, as depositories for county funds during 2002 and 2003.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve 
the pledges of assets from the above named depositories as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to approve the Treasurer’s report as 
presented, the minutes of the December meetings as written and the bills and payroll as 
listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion about a tree on a county owned lot that encroaches on a neighboring 
lot.  Question of which lot the tree is on or if it is on the line.  Property owner to be 
contacted for consent for removal. 



 
 Bids were received for the paving project at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area as 
follows:  Northern Improvement - $69,810.40; Bechtold Paving - $73,868.16; Franz 
Construction - $57,875.20; and Mariner Construction - $74,263.04.  Engineer Holter to 
review bids for compliance with specifications and report later in the meeting. 
 
 Technology Services Coordinator Langhans reported that the Library is now off 
the wireless system and on the fiber line and that all county software is properly 
licensed. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Franz 
Construction for the paving at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area using 60% funding 
from the Special Roads Funds program.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to appoint Dale Patten, Dale 
Karpyak and Richard Cayko to the County JDA board for three year terms.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to appoint Orville Mjelstad to the 
County Library board for a three year term.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Emergency Services Director Samuelson and Deputy Sheriff Johnston requested 
consideration of putting up a building to house the Command Center, the spare Sheriff’s 
Department vehicle and some of the grounds maintenance equipment.  Deputy 
Johnston estimated that the County is netting about $5,000 per month from the 
reimbursements from the FAA for the security duty at the radar site south of Alexander.  
There was discussion of available lots, type and size of building and possible city zoning 
considerations.  Samuelson and Johnston should continue to explore possibilities. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Clock informed the Board that the additional frequency for 
emergency agency use had been approved by the FCC.  He had obtained estimates 
from Kohler and Kotana for 2 repeaters and the base station.  This had not been 
budgeted due to the uncertainty of being assigned the frequency.  The expense can 
come from the Building Construction line item in the General Fund.  Agencies such as 
the Rural Fire departments and ambulance can apply for matching money from the 
Hazardous Chemical Fund to assist in necessary changes to radio equipment.  Clock 
and Samuelson are to work with the emergency agencies to get a consensus on how 
the system should work.  Clock is to work with Kohler and Kotana to get the best 
package and proceed with the project. 
 
 Current voting precincts were reviewed as required by the process of redistricting 
legislative districts.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to move that portion of 
Township 147N Range 100W which lies north and west of the Little Missouri River from 
the Bennie Pierre Precinct into the Arnegard Precinct.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following the noon recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and 



Rolfson Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Larson and State’s Attorney Johnson met with the Board for a discussion 
of a number of items including the building proposed earlier in the meeting, a remodel in 
the old jail area to make it more useful, the addition of a vehicle sallyport for receiving 
prisoners, the County’s participation in the Northwest Drug Enforcement Task Force, 
the Sheriff’s Asset Forfeiture funds; the cooperative agreement with the Forest Service 
for law enforcement services and specifications for a new patrol vehicle.  The Asset 
Forfeiture funds will be deposited with the Treasurer to streamline the accounting for 
them.  In addition, it was moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad and carried that 
the Auditor is authorized to issue warrants to Law Enforcement personnel for 
emergency investigation purposes from either the Sheriff’s or the State’s Attorney’s 
contingency budget with the transaction being reported to the Board at the next 
meeting.   Johnson will contact the Task Force to request more activity in McKenzie 
County.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute the cooperative 
agreement with the Forest Service for law enforcement services.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Johnson was asked about the status of the Natural Resources Inventory project.  
It was decided to set an extra meeting to cover this. 
  
 Engineer Holter reported that the Forest Service will require right-of-way plats for 
Route 1 south of ND #68.  He is to proceed with the project for construction in 2002.  
The Route 14 project is in the March bid letting.   
 
 The Commissioners and Auditor adjourned to the jail for a tour and further 
discussion on possible alterations.  Professional input will be required before any 
decisions can be made. 
 
 Commissioner Patten informed the Board of a meeting on January 11 in Medora 
that will provide information on the impacts of the Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
Management Plan on western North Dakota. Material will be presented on its impact on 
agriculture, energy, schools, cities and counties. It will cover the economic loss 
anticipated from the implementation of the plan.  Possible courses of action include 
attempting to have the Plan set aside and start over or attempting to modify the record 
of decision. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to advertise for bids for a Sheriff’s 
patrol vehicle to be opened at 11:30 on February 5, 2002.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 There was discussion on the City Park District’s progress with financing the 
Aquatic Center.  Only about half the funds have been committed.  A contribution from 
the Eckert Foundation is still being sought.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Patten to adjust the County’s pledge to $250,000.  Voting aye:  Cayko, Anderson, 



Patten, Mjelstad; voting nay:  Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to approve license applications 
for on/off beer and on/off wine with Sunday sales from Julie and Kim Grotte DBA TJ’s 
Pizza and Suds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 4:35 PM until January 24, 2002, beginning at 1:00 
PM CST. 
 
 

SPECIAL CANVASS BOARD 
January 11, 2002 

 
 The McKenzie County Board of Commissioners met on January 11, 2002, in their 
capacity as Canvass Board for the Special City Election held in Rawson, McKenzie 
County, North Dakota, on January 8, 2002, on the question of dissolving the city’s 
corporate status.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten 
and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM.  The poll 
book and other materials from the election were reviewed.  The results of three voting in 
favor and two voting against dissolution as reported by the election board were 
unanimously certified by the Special Canvass Board as the official results.  Further 
action was postponed until a full board would be present.  The meeting recessed at 4:20 
PM until January 24, 2002, as previously set. 
 

January 24, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 24, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 1:03 PM.  
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented the interest allocation as required by the auditors.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to allocate and pay investment interest to 
General Fund, Human Services Fund and Road & Bridge Fund and then to transfer it 
back to the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson and Joy Brew presented the Board with 
the information that has been compiled on the inventory of the County’s royalty interests 
on public lands.  There was discussion of the information and its use in the lawsuit in 
response to the Forest Service’s Roadless Initiative.  Johnson is to continue fine tuning 
the inventory. 
 
 There was discussion on the process of designating grazing areas and the 
signing requirements for such areas.  There is a need to educate the public on these 
provisions.  Johnson will work with newspaper to do an article. 
 



 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to re-appoint Steve Meyer to a five 
year term on the McKenzie County Housing Authority Board.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 There was a brief discussion of a road work request and the road policies. 
 
 Daryl Hochhalter and Tax Director Barbara Bauman gave each of the 
Commissioners a preliminary road map which they had developed showing the county 
routes and 911 addressing  and asked them to check them over for any changes or 
other comments before the next meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 PM until February 5, 2002, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

February 5, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 5, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:04 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She also reviewed the activity for the 
Motor Vehicle Branch office.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to adjust the 
MVB fees as follows:  Renewals, $2.00; Application for License (no renewal card), 
$3.00; Duplicate Title, Plates, Tabs, Registration Card, $3.00; Title Transfer Only, 
$5.00; Title Transfer with License Application, $5.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Johnson, City Engineer, appeared briefly to update the Board on the 
Renaissance Zone and the swimming pool funding and to request a letter of support for 
the Renaissance Zone application.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes with one 
correction, that a motion on the Forest Service Law Enforcement agreement was made 
by Commissioner Cayko; and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Technology Services Coordinator Langhans updated the Board on the video 
conferencing equipment installed at the Watford City High School and the upgrades in 
the Sheriff’s Office. 
 
 At 10:15 AM, the meeting moved to the Office of the Tax Director Bauman for a 
demonstration by Daryl Hochhalter of the GIS work completed to date.  Also present 
were Tina Langhans and Lloyd Clock, E-911 Coordinator.  Bauman requested that ortho 
maps be purchased for developing the base maps.  The meeting reconvened in the 
Commissioners Room at 11:00 AM. 
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to appoint Ellinor Sorenson and 
Eunice Christopherson to the three year terms on the School Reorganization Board.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Further discussion of the trees on Lots 3 & 4, Block 1, First Addition to Watford 
City.  Ed Dodge, owner of Lot 4, agrees to the clean up.  Road Department is to go 
ahead. 
 
 Ray Gilstead and Raymond Blegen, representing Blue Buttes Township, met with 
the Board regarding the road between Sections 3, 4 & 5 and Sections 8, 9 & 10, 
Township 151N, Range 96W.  There are drainage and sight distance problems on this 
stretch.  The County uses it for a haul road from a gravel pit.  Holter, Koeser and 
Gunderson will be asked to look the project over and bring back costs for fence and 
utility moving, right of way required, dirt quantities and scheduling. 
 
 Wayne Sanford, Watford City representative on the Tri-County Regional 
Development Council, reported that about $1,000,000 have been spent on projects in 
McKenzie County in the last five years.  The County contributes $8,000 per year to the 
Council’s operating budget.  Most of the operating budget comes from the 
administration of grants and these are being cut drastically.  The Council has been 
reviewing how to continue. 
 
 Bids were opened for a four wheel drive, four door vehicle for the Sheriff’s 
Department per advertised notice.  Present were Sheriff Larson and Wayne Sanford.  
Bids were as follows: S & S Motors:  2002 150 Super crew cab - $31,325 less trade 
allowance of $10,340 for a net bid of $20,985; S & S Motors:  2002 Explorer - $31,585 
less trade allowance of $10,230 for a net bid of $21,355; OK Implement:  2002 Dodge 
Durango - $25,922 less trade allowance of $5,350 for a net bid of $20,572; OK 
Implement:  2002 Dodge Dakota Quad-cab - $25,375 less trade allowance of  $5,375 
for a net bid of $20,000; OK Implement:  2002 Dodge Ram Quad-cab - $26,835 less 
trade allowance of $5,350 for a net bid of $21,485; Tubby’s:  2002 Chevy Trail Blazer - 
$25,200 less trade allowance of $4,000 for a net bid of $21,200; Tubby’s:  2002 Chevy 
Blazer - $22,800 less trade allowance of $4,000 for a net bid of $18,800; Tubby’s :  
2002 Chevy S-10 Crew cab - $20,900 less trade allowance of $4,000 for a net bid of 
$16,900.  Trade vehicle is a 1997 Ford Explorer.  Sheriff Larson will review the bids for 
compliance with specifications and give a recommendation. 
 
 Deputy Reyburn Johnston joined Sheriff Larson for further discussion of the 
proposed new building.  It was decided to make an offer of $500 each for Lots 16 and 
17, Block 4, Liberty Hills Addition of Watford City.   
 
 Odin Heim, Weed Control Officer, and Paul Linseth and Sharleen Thompson, 
Weed Control Board, met with the Board to inform them of concerns relayed from the 
State Department of Health about keeping the water supply safe and chemicals secure.  
One estimate for security fencing has been obtained.  As this is an unanticipated 
expense, no money was budgeted.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 



fence the Weed Control shop property using General Fund money.  At least one more 
quote should be obtained.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following lunch recess from 12:15 PM to 1:11 PM, fuel bids were opened from 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Martinson, Tractor & Equipment, met with the Board to review performance 
and maintenance on some of the equipment. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed activities in the Road Department.  He has had 
discussions with the Richland County, MT, engineer regarding overlaying on State 
Street at East Fairview.  Commissioner Cayko has also met with the Fairview, MT, 
mayor.  There is nothing definite on cost share at this time. 
 Holter reported that the Forest Service will coop on getting right of way plats 
done on Route 1 south of ND 68.  He has quotes from three firms for the survey.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to do the survey and right of way plats 
on County  Route 1 from Hatters to ND Highway 68.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Harold Rolfsrud and Commissioner Anderson to the 
Four Bears Bridge Project committee per a request from Dave Leftwich, North Dakota 
Department of Transportation. 
 There was a review of the County Major Collector routes, formerly known as 
Federal Aid Secondary roads.  Route 1 from ND 68 south to County Route 27 will be 
submitted for addition to the county system. 
 Holter had looked at the changes suggested in the area of the original jail.  The 
roof appears to be cast onto the walls which could cause major problems changing 
walls. 
 A request for road work in Township 149, Range 102, was discussed.  Holter, 
Cayko and Mjelstad will look at the project before the next meeting. 
 Right of way is needed for the Abelmann bridge project.  Several owners 
involved are out of the area as one property is an estate.  Holter was instructed to set a 
deadline on having the paperwork returned to the County. 
 The work requested by Blue Buttes Township was discussed.  Utilities in the area 
need to be determined. 
 There was a discussion on converting the roads from the old road books to the 
GIS systems which was approved.  There was also discussion on the benefits of 
obtaining the ortho photos of the county for use with the GIS system.  Tabled. 
  
 Sheriff Larson reported that either the Ford 150 Super crew cab or the Dodge 
Durango would fill the bid specifications.  He also stated that the Ford may have a little 
better resale value.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of S & 
S for a 2002 Ford 150 Super crew cab for a net price of $20,985.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 The Board also discussed the jail remodeling.  It was decided to contact the 
original architect for suggestions.   



 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a number of matters pending. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on Upper Missouri District Health Unit’s pursuit of 
new quarters.  State’s Attorney Johnson is to review the County’s options for helping 
with the financing. 
 
 Jim Ward presented the annual report for the landfill.  Later this month, he, Mike 
Dollinger and Todd Kostad will be taking the certification training required every three 
years.  No rate changes will be made at this time. 
 
 Linda Svihovec and Commissioner Cayko reported on the discussions for 
updating the personnel policy to include who is eligible for the flex benefit plans and 
what the contribution limits will be and also to clarify flex time and comp time practices. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to make the following budget changes 
because of unanticipated expenses or increased costs: in General Fund departments -  
County Commissioners, add $425.69; Recorder, add $8,734.45; Building Construction, 
add $12,367.00; County Sheriff, add $54,488.90; Disaster Emergency Services, add 
$10,136.26; and Tourism/Recreation, add $227.23; Veterans Service Officer Fund, add 
$1,582.99; Social Security Fund, add $8,244.76; Water Resource District Fund, add 
$9,686.59; Weed Control Fund, add $1,280.45; Self-Insurance Fund, add $14,342.31; 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund, add $7,007.33; Fair Building Fund, add 
$17,014.85; JDA Capital Fund, add $36,720.90; Park Board Capital Fund, add 
$3341.58; 
to make the following budget changes for additional revenues in Funds which must be 
paid out totally:  County Fair Fund, add $1991.45; Health Unit, add $36,167.90; 
Historical Society, add $976.18; and to add a fund established during 2001, Document 
Preservation Fund, total budget of $3699. Revenues to fund the increases all came 
from grants and  unappropriated balances in the various funds.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Clerk of Court Roos and Recorder Johnsrud reported that the DD214 Military 
Discharge Registry books have been moved to the Recorder’s office where there is 
more space and access is more convenient for the Veterans Service Officer.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to transfer duties related to discharge papers from 
the Clerk of Court office to the Recorder.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to execute the construction and 
maintenance agreement for Project FHO-11-1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion regarding membership in the Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District.  There are a number of questions that need to be addressed.  The 
County Water District should be contacted about another meeting with Conservancy 
District and State Water Commission personnel. 
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve a utility crossing request 
from McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There is a Friends of Sakakawea meeting in Garrison tomorrow to prioritize 
projects around the lake for the coming summer.  Commissioner Cayko will attend. 
 
 The Auditor was instructed to give the City of Watford City a letter of support for 
their efforts with the Renaissance Zone. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM until March 5, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

February 27, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota and the City 
Council of the City of Watford City, North Dakota, met in joint session at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on February 27, 2002, per call of the County Auditor and 
the City Mayor in accordance with Century Code statutes.  Present were 
Commissioners Ronald Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, and Dale Patten; 
Mayor William G. Bolken and Council members John Hellandsaas, Wally Johnson, 
Crystal Mulder, Kent Pelton, Randy Samuelson, and Gary Thorson, City Counsel Laurie 
Forsberg, City Engineer David Johnson, City Auditor Trish Skoglund and County Auditor 
Frances Olson; absent Commissioner Orville Mjelstad.  County Commission Chairman 
Chinn called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
 
 The purpose of the meeting was to inform both boards of current future planning 
efforts, to review cooperative efforts in the past and to look for possible ways of sharing 
staff and equipment and cooperating on services that would be beneficial to both 
entities and their constituents. 
 
 Some of the cooperative efforts in the past include the Veterans Memorial 
Building, the joint Dispatch center operated from the County Sheriff’s office, the power 
sweeper [broom] and spreader truck for chip sealing, the bypass for grain trucks west of 
the elevators and the road project by the elementary school. 
 
 Other topics included a review of the purpose and status of the City’s Roughrider 
Fund, the Renaissance Zone, law enforcement, pest control, garbage services, streets 
and roads, recreation and tourism, grasslands and roadless issues, removal of 
judgeship from the County, and vacant city or county owned lots. 
 
 The city presented a 10-year financial plan to the county for funding the 
foreseeable projects that were identified in the 2000 Comprehensive Plan for Watford 
City.  The plan included the budgeting for the projects over a ten year period.  These 
projects included the swimming pool, museum, main street reconstruction, golf course 
clubhouse, and recreation and culture infrastructure upgrades.  Before these projects 
can go forward, the City must be certain that they will be financially feasible after 
construction. 



 
 The City is also looking at various option with regard to the 1 cent sales tax and 
the Roughrider Fund which are set to end in two years. 
 
 It was stated that not all aid needs to be actual money, but that in-kind assistance 
can provide a maximum benefit for a minimum cost. 
 
 It was agreed to form a working group to begin exploring areas where 
cooperating could save budgets while providing the required services.  The group would 
gather information on current costs of services, project savings with cooperative 
agreements and look outside the City and County for other successful cooperative 
efforts.  There would be forums held to inform the public of the group’s findings and take 
comments.  Mayor Bolken asked Pelton and Samuelson to represent the City and they 
accepted.  Commission Chairman Chinn asked Patten and Anderson to represent the 
County and they accepted.  City Engineer Johnson and County Auditor Olson were 
asked to coordinate the first meeting of the group. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 

March 5, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 5, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Cayko  and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RAWSON DISSOLUTION 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners on December 4, 2001, received a 
petition in accordance with North Dakota Century Code 40-53.1-01 requesting a special 
election on the question of dissolving the city of Rawson, and  
 
WHEREAS, a special election for the City of Rawson was set and held on January 8, 
2002, and, 
 
WHEREAS, the results of such special election were certified to be three votes in favor 
of dissolution and two votes against dissolution, 
 



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Rawson is dissolved, effective 
March 31, 2002, and that notice be given in accordance with law. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko and Mjelstad reported on their inspection trip with Engineer Holter of the 
road past Ray Powell’s.  It would improve safety to take down the hills.  Fence and 
possibly power line would need moving.  Some spot work needed the whole length. 
 Anderson left the meeting at 10:00 AM for approximately 45 minutes. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to call for bids for one or two front 
end loaders, culverts, cutting edges, bridge lumber and crushing with opening on April 
9.  Units 24 and 39 would be offered in trade on the loaders.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Water Board Chairman David Johnson reviewed the benefits of membership in 
the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District.  The District is involved with awarding 
money for rural water and irrigation projects.  It is the contracting agency for federal 
money coming through the US Bureau of Reclamation.  Member counties are required 
to assess a one mill levy and elect a board member whose expenses are paid by the 
District.  Johnson asked the Board to consider petitioning for membership. 
 
 Tim Jorgenson, County Fair Board; Dale Naze, Extension Agent; and David 
Johnson, Project Engineer, updated the Board on the handicapped accessibility project 
at the Fair’s Multi-Purpose Building.  In addition to the elevator, it was necessary to 
lower the windows to allow viewing from a seated position.  This added approximately 
$5,000 to the project.  As the County had agreed to the match with no limit at the April 
3, 2001, meeting, no further action was necessary.  Jorgenson also requested funds for 
concrete work to stop erosion at the back of the grandstand bleachers.  The Fair Board 
has paid for the plans and estimates for the work which would include the pads needed 
if a canopy were put over the bleachers.  The bid from Beard Construction was $26,549.  
Work could be done in May in time for the Fair on July 11, 12, and 13. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Deputy Reyburn Johnston met with the Board regarding 
the proposed building.  They pointed out that the building could also be used for more 
secure vehicle searches.  They had proposals from McKenzie Building Center and 
Cooperative Lumber Supply for materials and also for the concrete and electrical.  The 
County has had no response to date from Harold Friez regarding the two lots northwest 
of the Courthouse.  However, the Board has had a brief discussion on alternative sites.  
There is consensus that the building is needed and that the project should go forward.  
A letter has been sent to the Congressional delegation  and various agencies outlining 
concerns since the security for the radar site was discontinued March 1.   
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman requested that the County acquire the remainder 
of the Ortho-Quad maps for the GIS project.  Only 10% were purchased as a trial of 
their usefulness.  The cost would be under $3,000.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 



Patten to purchase these aerial maps.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Technology Coordinator Tina Langhans reported that there will be a video-
conferencing demonstration at 4:15 PM on March 7 as part of the Upper Missouri 
Information Council’s meeting at the High School. 
 
 Emergency Services Coordinator Jerry Samuelson asked about the policy for 
employees who serve on ambulance and fire squads and are called to duty during work 
hours.  This will be included in the personnel policy review.  The Board adjourned to the 
Emergency Operations Center for a tour and a review of their responsibilities in 
emergencies.  There will be a tabletop emergency exercise on March 13, beginning at 
1:00 PM in the Meeting Room.  
 
 The Board returned to the Commissioners Room for an update from Frank 
Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger and Gary Petik, McKenzie District Range 
Supervisor.  Guzman reported that all the Forest Service paperwork is complete on 
Route 14A; that the Forest Service will do the plats when the County does the survey on 
Route 1 between ND 68 and County 27; that the Record of Decision on the Plan is 
expected to be signed in April or May; and that until the ROD is signed, they will 
continue working under the old plan.  Petik said that they are working on EIS for 
Pastures 12, 13 and 14.  There will probably not be any AMP’s based on the new plan 
until the grazing season 2004.  They are working on a area in Pasture 1-4 that is taking 
ATV abuse.  Petik requested an additional 10% of revenues be kept in the District for 
conservation projects, especially weed control.  He expects another good season 
working with the Grazing Association on weed control.  A new concern is salt cedar 
infestations along the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. 
 
 Following a noon recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to accept the 
bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter met with the Board on road projects.  He and Mike 
Dollinger will be attending the mandatory construction school April 1 & 2.  Holter was 
just informed that due to funding cuts, North Dakota Department of Transportation has 
removed Route 14A from the March bidding.  Chinn will call Leftwich.  Holter reported 
on the response from Robert Fougner on the questions about remodeling in the old jail 
area.  He and Dick Fischer should get some estimates on the work proposed.  Holter 
also mentioned that he’s noticed some settling in the addition.   
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to allow the following load restriction 
variance to the Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and the west 
four miles of County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s McKenzie gas plant to the Montana 
line):  all vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A gross vehicle 
weight restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per hour, all 
effective with the start date set by the Engineer (concurrent with state restrictions).  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 The summer project proposals were reviewed.  The following sequence was set:  



Route 1 extension between ND 68 and County 27; the Powell hills off ND 68; County 12 
by Don Sivertson’s; project for Blue Buttes Township by Harley Olson’s or County 12 
from the Jore corner to ND 23, which ever is ready to go; and first mile of the Mead 
Road.  Township requests and smaller jobs can be worked in as time and distance 
allow. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 
OF 

MCKENZIE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGARDING PROJECT FHO-11-1(OO1) 

 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County desires to build a road referred to it by designation 
of McKenzie County Road 14A, and further referred to it by the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation as Project FHO-11-1(001) – McKenzie County in and 
across certain lands in McKenzie County, owned by the United States of America and 
administered by the Forest Service; 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County said project consists of 3.749 miles long by 200 
feet wide; WHEREAS, part or all of this land may be subject to previous easements 
owned by McKenzie County either through grant, declaration, operation of judgment, 
RS2477 designation, or otherwise;  
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County determines that it is prudent to accept the 
highway easement deed offered by the United States of America in regard to this 
project, however, that McKenzie County should not give up, abandon, or otherwise 
transfer any rights it may have previously to such granting of the highway easement 
deed owned by McKenzie County;  
 WHEREAS, clarification of this for purposes of public record is necessary,  
 The McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners upon motion made by 
Cayko, and seconded by Patten, does hereby pass the following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION 
 McKenzie County, municipal entity, in the state of North Dakota, does hereby 
accept the highway easement deed offered by the United States of America through the 
Forest Service for Project FHO-11-1(001) – McKenzie County, also designated as 
McKenzie County Road 14A, with the explicit understanding that McKenzie County by 
accepting such highway easement deed does not abrogate, abandon, rescind, transfer, 
convey, or otherwise give up any right that it has in regard to the route or any part of the 
route as shown by the highway easement deed to be accepted by McKenzie County 
from the United States of America as to any lands, rights, owned by McKenzie County 
through grant, declaration, RS2477 designation, operation of judgment, deed, or 
otherwise.  That the McKenzie County auditor is hereby authorized to record this 
resolution at the office of the County Recorder, and have it indexed against the property 
descriptions as shown in the highway easement deed referred to above. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute a Highway Easement 
Deed from the USA, accepting the easement over Forest Service administered lands for 
the Route 14A project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to execute the Right-of-Way 
certification and Construction and Maintenance Agreement for Project BRO 27(029), a 
structure on Timber Creek.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 A letter from Chief Justice Gerald VandeWalle regarding the options for Clerk of 
Court funding was discussed.  A letter will be sent back electing reimbursements for the 
2003-2005 biennium for 1.28 full-time equivalents at $4,675 per month, subject to 
legislative appropriation.  
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to ratify on/off beer and on/off wine 
only license transfers approved by telephone from Julie & Kim Grotte to Roland and 
Judyth Dahl.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by  Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant a full on/off liquor with 
Sunday sales license to Roland and Judyth Dahl.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ballot printing proposals from The Printers of Bismarck - 64¢ each, and Elections 
Systems & Software of Omaha - 28¢ each, were reviewed.  ES&S’s proposal also 
includes a 10% discount on programming for the ballot scanner.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Patten to accept the proposal of ES&S.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There will be a County Park Board meeting on April 9, beginning at 10:30 AM, as 
part of a regular meeting that day. 
 
 There was discussion of being open over the noon hour.  Departments should 
discuss it at their meeting on Monday, the 11th.  Offices can close from 12 - 1 PM for 
now with flexibility to be open on an as needed basis. 
 
 A delegation from the City of Watford City and the City Park District met with the 
Board to discuss the swimming pool funding.  Present were Linda Melland, Glenn 
Stenehjem, Arden Berg, Gary Thorson, Robin Arndt, Fred Fridley, Linda Svihovec, 
David Johnson, Dave Hansen and Kent Pelton.  They requested additional funding from 
the County to match the amount the City has committed to the project.  Fund raising 
and grant writing continues.  The project has been scaled back to the minimum feasible.  
The Board asked about the city park just west of the Courthouse.  This is seldom used.  
There will be further discussions on the County acquiring this as a site for the new 
building project. 
 
 Mike Schmitz met with the Board regarding compensation to the city officers for 
security detail under the FAA contract with the County.  The City officers drove their 
personal vehicles and he requested that they be paid mileage.  Tabled for further 
information. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the resignation of Sandra 
Chadwick from the Housing Authority Board and appoint Kristy Roles to complete the 
term expiring October 1, 2004.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following: 

 RESOLVED, that the form of Cafeteria Plan including a Dependent 
Care Assistance Program and Health Care Reimbursement Plan effective 
January 1, 2002, presented to this meeting is hereby approved and 
adopted and that the duly authorized agents of the Employer are hereby 
authorized and directed to execute and deliver to the Administrator of the 
Plan one or more counterparts of the Plan; and 
 RESOLVED, that the Administrator shall be instructed to take such 
actions that are deemed necessary and proper in order to implement the 
Plan, and to set up adequate accounting and administrative procedures to 
provide benefits under the Plan; and 
 RESOLVED, that the duly authorized agents of the Employer shall 
act as soon as possible to notify the employees of the Employer of the 
adoption of the Cafeteria Plan by delivering to each employee a copy of 
the summary description of the Plan in the form of the Summary Plan 
Description presented to this meeting, which form is hereby approved. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to transfer $1,853.90 from the General 
Fund to the JDA Capital fund to cover building repairs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The request from the Fair Board was discussed.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to contribute the requested $26,549 for the cement retaining wall 
behind the bleachers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The request from the City Park District was discussed.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to approve up to $150,000 additional pledge toward the Watford 
City swimming pool project.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Patten and Chinn; voting nay:  
Cayko and Mjelstad; motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM until April 2, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM. 

 
April 2, 2002 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 2, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
payroll and bills as presented, and the minutes with the following correction: two and 
one-half miles of the Mead road would be worked.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Judy Marmon and Carol Maki met with the Board regarding funding for the 
Northwest Community Service and Restitution Organization.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Mjelstad to contribute $1020 per year for three years, effective 1/1/2002.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Technology Coordinator Langhans asked the Board for clarification of her job 
description.  She, Commissioner Cayko and Auditor Olson will develop a draft before 
the next meeting.  
 
 A letter was received from Ray Unterseher regarding the FEMA trailer which he 
purchased from the County last year.  Consensus is that the trailer was sold “as is”, and 
Auditor Olson was instructed to send a letter to Unterseher. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to allow an additional 10% (10 per 
cent) of grazing receipts to stay in the County for 2002 Conservation Practices projects.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to authorize the Chairman to sign a 
proxy for the annual meeting of the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to certify the township road mileage to 
the State Treasurer as follows:  Alex - 21.5; Antelope Creek - 17.75; Arnegard - 26.75; 
Blue Buttes - 25.00; Charbon - 23.00; Elm Tree - 36.50; Grail - 10.50; Hawkeye - 24.50; 
Keene - 22.00; Randolph - 12.00; Riverview - 21.50; Sioux - 29.50; Twin Valley - 23.50; 
Tri - 67.50; Yellowstone - 54.00; and 721.75 miles in unorganized townships.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Rick and Diana Pokrzywinski and Greg and Kelly Brown met with the Board to 
request that chip sealing be considered as maintenance on the road in their area, as the 
County had surfaced and maintained the road before the owners had it paved.  They 
also presented the Board with a copy of a road easement from Dale Garmann for 
review.  The easement will be referred to the County Engineer before further action. 
 
 George Kummer met with the Board regarding licensing requirements for sewer 
installation.  The requirements are part of the State Plumbing Code, the Administrative 
Code and Health District regulations.  Any changes need to be made at the State level. 
 
 Ron Julson, Ron Jones and Carl Brunsell, Reservation Telephone Cooperative, 
met with the Board to discuss plans for fiber optic lines to be buried.  They expect to 
obtain all the necessary easements but asked to be allowed to use the County’s right of 
way in the event of natural obstacles.  They were given the proper forms to submit. 
 
 Auditor Olson left the meeting when the Board recessed for lunch.  Deputy 
Auditor Denae Hoffmann took her place when the Board reconvened at 12:59 PM. 
 



 Fuel bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Farmers 
Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Patten to accept the bid of Farmers Union for diesel at all locations and for unleaded 
gas at the Cartwright shop and to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for unleaded gas at all 
other locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of the distribution of a Bankhead-Jones payment of $1,637,212.64.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to distribute as follows:  to the Townships 
- value of federal lands times township levy times two; to the school districts - the larger 
of the value of federal lands times school levy times two OR resident students times 
$450.00, enclosing a notice to the schools that this increase in the per student amount 
is due to a larger than usual payment and is for this year only.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter was attending a construction school and had left a list of 
items for the Board’s consideration.  There was discussion on replacing the dirt crew 
pickup, 1991 Chevrolet one ton crew cab.  Holter needs to check with the Three 
Affiliated Tribes regarding the possibility of removing cattle guards on Route 53.  It 
appears that only the middle one can come out.  Bid openings in Bismarck for the 
Timber Creek Bridge and the Route 14A construction project will be April 19.  Chairman 
Chinn appointed Commissioner Cayko to attend.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Mjelstad to have a “Landfill Appreciation Day” on Saturday, May 11.  No tipping fees 
would be charged that day.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Larson was present for a discussion on compensation to Watford City 
Police Department personnel who were deputized for security duty at the radar site 
under a contract with FAA.  County personnel used their usual county vehicle to travel 
to the site while City personnel were required to use their own vehicle.  All officers were 
paid for travel time.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant Daryl Vance, 
Ron Rankin, Mike Schmitz and Tanya Westfall, who were temporary county employees 
on the radar security project, mileage for travel to and from that employment from 
September 24, 2001 to February 28, 2002, in accordance with North Dakota Century 
Code.  Voting aye:  Cayko, Patten, Anderson, Mjelstad; voting nay; Chinn; motion 
carried.  (See correction at May 7, 2002, meeting) 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to request that Regional Forester 
Brad Powell grant Cooperating Agency Status to North Dakota counties with regard to 
the grasslands management plan process.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bill Jorgenson met with the Board regarding the road into his place.  There was a 
discussion on the appropriate signing as the road becomes a private road after it goes 
out of McKenzie County.  Further discussion tabled until next meeting. 
  
 Sheriff  Paul Larson was present when Ryan Madison met with the Board 
regarding the special deputy status for Lyle Bratcher and what authority he has outside 
of special assignments.  Larson suggested that a different procedure may have been 



followed and that a complaint might be filed.  It was suggested that the duties of a 
special deputy need to be better defined. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported that Tim and Tori Dwyer and the Interstate 
Land & Cattle Company had signed the road easement for Route 1 in Section 2, 
Township 147 North, Range 104 West and Section 35, Township 148 North, Range 104 
West.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to authorize the Chairman to sign an 
acceptance of the easement.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The easement is to be 
recorded and a warrant issued for damages set in condemnation proceedings. 
 Johnson will continue working on the inventory and audit of BLM royalty 
ownership and payments. 
 A meeting needs to be set up with the four counties in the roadless lawsuit to 
bring everyone up to date. 
 
 The storage/garage building and jail remodeling were discussed.  Beard 
Construction had entered a bid which was opened.  No Notice of Bid had been 
published.  Further discussion was tabled. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson presented a grant request that would go toward the repeaters 
and re-programming for pagers, which Chairman Chinn signed.  There was a discussion 
of a computer for the command center and emergency operations center.  Technology 
Coordinator Langhans is the contact for all computer purchases. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko had received a letter stating that efforts are underway to 
organize East Fairview, Sioux Township and Yellowstone Township into a separate 
rural fire protection district. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:09 PM until April 9, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

April 9, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 9, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:01 AM.  
 
 County Extension Agent Dale Naze, and County Weed Control Officer Odin 
Heim, presented the Board with information on salt cedar, which the Weed Board has 
declared a noxious weed.  There will be another multi-jurisdictional meeting in Williston 
on April 17.  The Board was asked to consider a cooperative agreement with Williams 
County.  Salt cedar poses a serious encroachment threat and needs to be attacked 
vigorously. 
 
 Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA, and City Engineer 
David Johnson reported to the Board that the City and the Chamber are interested in 



working on having a trail head in Watford City for the Maah Daah Hey Trail.  One route 
would use county road right of way.  Commissioner Patten volunteered to be the contact 
person to work with Veeder. 
 
 The Board reviewed the road policies until recessing at 10:30 AM to a County 
Park Board meeting.  Commissioner Mjelstad left at noon following the Park Board 
meeting.  The meeting was reconvened at 1:00 PM and review of the policies continued 
until time for bid openings. 
 
 Bids for one or two front end wheel loaders were opened per advertised notice 
with bid submitted as follows:  RDO Equipment:  John Deere model 644H - cash price 
each, $149,848; trade allowance for a 1992 JD 644EH, $47,775; trade allowance for 
1993 Cat 950F, $56,640; net bid for two units, $195,281.  Tractor & Equipment:  
Caterpillar model 950G - cash price each, $158,400; trade allowance for a 1992 JD 
644EH, $34,000; trade allowance for 1993 Cat 950F, $50,000; net bid for two units, 
$232,800.  Bids were turned over to Road Superintendent Koeser for review and 
compliance with specifications. 
 
 Bids for cutting edges were opened per advertised notice as follows:  RDO 
Equipment:  5/8" x 8" x 7' - $42 per foot; 5/8" x 8" x 8' - $49 per foot.  Tractor & 
Equipment bid was rejected for lack of the specified bid bond.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of RDO Equipment.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Bridge lumber bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Patten, 
seconded by Cayko, and carried to accept the bid of Hill Materials Company.  There 
were no other bids. 
 
 Bids for crushing were opened per advertised notice as follows:  Sundre Sand & 
Gravel - 8" & smaller gravel, $1.23 cy; 18" & smaller gravel, $1.25 cy; scoria, $1.27 cy.  
A & G Construction - 8" & smaller gravel, $1.37 cy; 18" & smaller gravel, $1.37 cy; 
scoria, $1.37 cy.  Moved by Patten, seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Sundre 
as primary, and the bid of A & G, to be called if Sundre cannot do the crushing when 
needed.  Carried. 
 Culvert bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Fargo 
Johnston Culvert Company and North Dakota Concrete Products, Inc.  Moved by 
Cayko, seconded by Anderson to purchase steel riveted culverts and accessories from 
Fargo Johnston Culvert Company and concrete products from North Dakota Concrete 
Products.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dunn County Commissioners Tim Stroh, Clive Pelton and Tex Appledorn 
discussed the possibility of sharing some engineering services with McKenzie County.  
This will be discussed with the Engineer and the State’s Attorney and a draft agreement 
developed. 
 



 After further discussion on the loader bids, it was moved by Cayko and seconded 
by Patton to purchase a new John Deere model 644H front-end wheel loader from RDO 
Equipment, trading the 1992 JD model 644EH for a net of $102,073 and to purchase a 
new Caterpillar model 950G front-end wheel loader from Tractor & Equipment for a net 
of $108,400 for a total of $210,473 and Road Superintendent Koeser to make final 
choice of bucket size.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following Resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CHANGING THE 
MAAH DAAH HEY TRAIL HEAD TO WATFORD CITY, ND 

 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners recognizes the 
importance of providing connectivity to the Badlands and Theodore Roosevelt Park from 
Watford City to enhance its image and the tourism industry; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners recognizes the 
importance of improving opportunities for recreation in McKenzie County and the 
benefits that the Maah Daah Hey Trail will bring to the residents and visitors of the area;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners supports moving the Maah Daah Hey Trail head to Watford City, North 
Dakota 
 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM until May 7, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

 
May 7, 2002 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 7, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
payroll, the bills as presented and the minutes with the following correction:  the vote to 
pay mileage to the city personnel working the radar security should have been 
unanimously ‘aye’.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The dredging and paving projects at Tobacco Gardens were discussed.  The 
point should also be rip-rapped to save it.  Patten has been in contact with Corps project 
manager Jim Winters in regard to the required permits. 
 
 Technology Coordinator Langhans reported that IBM currently has some nice 
incentives for upgrading the AS400.  It may be more cost effective to upgrade this year 
rather than next as scheduled.  She will pursue this.  She asked the Board to consider 
hiring summer help to catch up on a number of projects.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to authorize up to $5,000 for temporary help at her discretion.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Veteran’s Service Officer Samuelson reported on a hiring class he had attended 
with Auditor Olson.  The county should have a policy or system, particularly with regard 
to Veteran’s Preference.  This was referred to the Personnel Committee for 
development.  In his capacity as Risk Manager, the Board confirmed its commitment to 
providing hepatitis shots for emergency personnel. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reported on a meeting in Washington, DC, with 
Department of Agriculture Undersecretary for Natural Resources and Environment Mark 
Rey to discuss the Forest Plan Revision.  Much will depend on the outcome of the 
lawsuit challenging the Roadless Initiative which was brought by the County and several 
other entities. 
 
 Connie Wold and Robin Arndt met with the Board to request assistance with 
graveling in the parking lot at the Golf Course.  The City would do the dirt work and 
spreading.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to provide one thousand cubic 
yards for the project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Clock reported on the progress with obtaining a new radio 
frequency for emergency response agencies and on the needed repeaters to increase 
coverage.  DES Coordinator Samuelson is working on a grant to cover the costs. 
 
 At 11:30 AM, the Board meeting moved to Social Services for a time for a 
presentation by Susan Keenaghan on the services that she provides through the Family 
Nutrition Program in which the County participates. 
 
 Back in the Commissioners Room, Chairman Chinn reported on a meeting of the 
Finance Committee of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties.  
Executive Director Vickie Steiner will also be working for Montana counties. 
 
 The Commissioners and Auditor Olson enjoyed dinner as guests of the Senior 
Citizens program at Hillside Court. 
 
 Reconvening at 1:00 PM, fuels bids were received from Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to 



accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter reviewed the various road matters.  The grading project on the 
south portion of Route 1 is proceeding.  Efforts continue to get the 404 permit for the 
dredging at Tobacco Gardens and finish that before the paving begins.  The work on 
Route 14A (Project FHO-11-1(001)) was let on April 19 to Lee’s Construction, Kensal, 
ND.  Franz Construction of Sidney was awarded the bid on the Timber Creek structure, 
Project BRO-27(019).  There was discussion on the signing and maintenance on the 
road into Bill Jorgenson’s.  Anderson will contact him.  There was a discussion on which 
project to put on the schedule in the Keene area.  It was decided that the road near 
Harley Olson’s was the more urgent.  
 Vincent Kirkegaard, the new representative for AAA in this area, requested 
consideration of forming an employees’ group membership which would provide 
reduced rates for participants.  It could be an annual payroll deduction from members or 
provided as an additional benefit.  This was approved. 
 
 Chairman Chinn reported on a meeting the day before with Dunn County 
Commissioner Appledorn, Auditor Hauck, and Roger Dorval, KLJ Engineering, to 
discuss possible sharing of engineering services.  It was decided that Chinn would 
contact Dunn County and offer them a joint powers agreement at $42.50 for the one 
project which Dunn County has ready.   
 
 Rick Pokrzywinski met with the Board and State’s Attorney Johnson to discuss 
the road easement in the Garmann sub-division.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Mjelstad to vary from the established road width policy, accept the easement as offered 
by Dale and JoAnn Garmann and communicate to landowners that the future 
maintenance of the road through the sub-division may not include the black top (by 
sending them a copy of the minutes).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson presented a press release on grazing areas for the 
Board’s review. 
 
 Theodore Roosevelt National Park Superintendent Noel Poe met with the Board 
to review a park expansion that is being studied for proposal to Congress.  It is in the 
area of the Elk Horn Ranch Site.  National Preserve status would be requested as this 
would allow for more flexible use of the land.  Comments will be taken until May 20 after 
which an Environmental Assessment would be done, with a thirty day comment period 
on that before presenting to Congress.  Aspects discussed included economic benefits 
of preserve status vs. park status, grazing, oil & gas, county services required and 
payments in lieu of taxes.  It is proposed to acquire approximately 5,000 acres of private 
land.  Approximately 18,000 acres more could be transferred from Forest Service 
management to the preserve.  The area is significant for Theodore Roosevelt’s 
association with it. 
 



 There was a discussion on the land fill as Operator Ward has indicated that he 
would be leaving later this summer.  It was decided to continue with full time hours, offer 
the position to Todd Kostad and go from there. 
 
 Anderson left the meeting at 5:00 PM to attend another meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following resolution: 
 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $160,522.20 from Franz Construction 
received in the bid opening of April 19, 2002, for Project BRO-27(029) was the low bid 
received; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Franz Construction the contract for Project BRO-27(029) 
and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract.  
 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which are not 
collectible from  the Federal Highway Administration. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $390,463.61 from Lee’s Construction, Inc, 
received in the bid opening of April 19, 2002, for Project FHO-11-1(001) was the low bid 
received; and 
 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Lee’s Construction, Inc, the contract for Project  FHO-
11-1(001) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract.  
 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which are not 
collectible from  the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to grant Consolidated Telcom 
consent to bore under a county route in the Old West Subdivision, Section 25, Township 
150N, Range 99W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to allow employees to make donations 
of up to twenty-five hours of sick leave to an employee who is facing extended medical 
leave.  All voting aye, motion carried.. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to execute the Maintenance 
Certification for County Federal Aid projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A letter was received from Harold Narum, Deputy Director, ND Division of 
Emergency Management, requesting that Jerry Samuelson be allowed to again present 
training exercises for North Dakota Boys State participants, which was approved. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to execute an amended joint powers 
agreement with the North Dakota Association of Counties to assist and advise the 
County regarding its responsibilities under the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (HIPAA). All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 There was discussion on having the fence line at the Weed Control shop 
surveyed.  As there is no dispute, consensus was to install the new fence just inside the 
existing fence.  
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:41 PM until June 4, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

June 4, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 4, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:02 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
payroll and bills as presented and the minutes as written with one correction; 
Commissioner Cayko also attended the meeting with Dunn County officials on May 6, 
2002.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of travel expenses.  Some motels charge more than the 
state rate and officials and employees have been asked to pay the difference.  Moved 
by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to pay the charged rate at a conference site, if the 
rate is over the state rate; otherwise only the state rate per North Dakota Century Code 
44-08-04(2)(d), currently $45, will be allowed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to name inspectors for the 
upcoming Primary as follows: 
Julienne Aamodt Alexander    
Eugene Holen  Arnegard 
Ardehl Leland Bennie Pierre 
Linda Rauser  Blue Buttes   
Pat Winter  Estes 
Beulah Chapin Hoffman      
Janice Leiseth Ideal    
Julie Minow  Loyal 
Sharon Lone Fight Mandaree 
Cindy Hartman Rhoades 
Lillian Hoffmann Schafer 
Judy Lassey  Sioux     
Art Gunderson Twin Valley     
Brenda Lautenschlager W.C. Ward 1    
Gloria Leatherberry W.C. Ward 2 
Pat Taylor  W.C. Ward 3 
Karen Klose  Yellowstone 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Technology Coordinator Langhans reported that Clay Pojorlie has started and is 
working out well.  She gave the Board a draft of the clarifications on her position’s 
responsibilities and duties. 
 
 Steve Scofield brought an invoice to the Board for repair work on a jack on the 
dock at Arnegard Dam.  The Wildlife Club bought the dock and gave it to the Park 
Board. They are pursuing funding for a fishing dock to be installed next year.  The bill 
was allowed as a Park Board responsibility. 
 
 Susie Keenaghan and Dale Naze met with the Board regarding the funding for 
the Family Nutrition program, which has changed, leaving only enough for about half 
time.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to authorize the Family Nutrition 
site support agreement for federal fiscal 2003. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to appoint Dale Naze as County Pest 
Coordinator and execute a grasshopper control agreement with the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to consent to Amerada Hess’ 
proposal to cross a county road in the NW of Section 16 and the NE of Section 17, 
Township 151N, Range 95W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept the resignation of Jim Ward, 
Landfill Operator, effective July 5, 2002.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Director of Tax Equalization Barbara Bauman reviewed proposed changes for 
the Board acting in its capacity as the County Board of Equalization.  No public 
appeared for the annual hearing.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to increase 
agricultural land values by 3% and equalize other values as needed to stay within State 
guidelines.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Virginia Wehrung, Lillian Hoffmann and Pat Taylor met with the Board regarding 
the need to replace the Watford City Seniors Center’s escort car.  Having it has saved a 
lot of miles on the bus.  They were asked to do a little more checking as the vehicle 
suggested has a lot of miles already. 
 
 Cheryl Enderud, Don McGuire and Frank Guzman, Forest Service, briefed the 
Board on the Roads Analysis project which has been mandated for all forests and 
grasslands.  Mr. Guzman asked for some suggestions on coal veins still burning since 
the 1999 fires and was referred to the Grazing Association as having experience on 
this. 
 
 Following lunch recess, fuel bids were opened per notice.  Bids were submitted 
by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Engineer Holter reviewed projects.  A landowner along the proposed project on 
Route 12 has asked for consideration of a re-route.  Holter to meet with him and 
determine feasibility.  It was decided to move to the Powell project next and then the 
road by Harley Olson’s.  Nance Petroleum contributed $1,000 toward surfacing on the 
Route 1 project.  County will pay for the extra paving at Tobacco Garden at the shelter 
that wasn’t in the original project.  Pre-construction meetings were held for the 14A, 
bridge and overlay projects.  Jeff Kummer is to be put at the landfill in the absence of 
Jim Ward.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed the proposed news release regarding 
livestock at large, the Attorney General’s opinion on providing access roads to private 
homes and the differences in landownership along navigable and non-navigable rivers. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson informed the Board that he has been elected to the state 
Emergency Managers Board.  He will be assisting with Boys’ State next week and 
attending the American Legion convention as District Commander the next week.  He 
also reported that there had been an anhydrous incident at Keene and a driver had 
been badly burned unloading a tanker.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to contribute $150 to the Friends of 
Lake Sakakawea toward expenses of obtaining 501c3 status.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 Prior to reviewing the applications for Landfill operator, it was decided to 
interview six applicants.  Thirteen were received.  The auditor was instructed to 
schedule half-hour interviews on June 13 with Dale Jorgenson, John Wilson, LeRoy 
Defoe, Doug Johnsrud, Ron Roos and Rod Neer. 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Commissioner Cayko to attend a meeting of the 
Yellowstone River Conservation Association. 
 
 Over 650 hours of sick leave were donated as approved at the previous meeting.  
The employee will be allowed to receive 450 hours, the maximum that is allowed to 
accumulate.  Donated hours will be prorated. 
 
 There was further discussion on replacing Unit 50.  The Board left at 5:00 PM for 
the shop to inspect the vehicle, recessing until June 13, 2002, beginning at 10:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

June 13, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 13, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
 The questions, scoring sheets and procedure for the interviews were discussed.   
 
 Interviews for the landfill position were conducted from 10:30 until 3:00 with a 
one hour noon recess.  Interviewed were Dale Jorgenson, John Wilson, LeRoy Defoe, 
Doug Johnsrud, Ron Roos and Rod Neer.  Following a review of the scoring, it was 
moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to offer the position to LeRoy Defoe.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Virginia Wehrung, Pat Taylor and Wayne Sanford reported on the efforts to find a 
good buy for an escort car for the Watford City Senior Center.  Sanford explained a little 
about determining the value left in a vehicle other than basing it on miles and a little 
about what to expect for prices for newer, lower mileage cars.  The Seniors will continue 
to work on locating a suitable unit. 
 
 Jeff and Linda Rauser and Gene Dahl, representing Hawkeye Township, 
requested help with graveling a road that the Township had rebuilt last year.  There 
were unexpected expenses with the project.  They outlined these and the sources of 
funds used, including an oil impact grant, and the balance of funds on hand.  It was the 
consensus of the board to do the graveling. 
 
 Engineer Holter reported on the proposed changes to Route 12.  The landowner 
requested a realignment to the section line which would involve about one and a half 
miles of new construction.  Holter is to talk to the other landowners and get more figures 
on costs and go ahead with projects that are ready to go. 



 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to accept, with regret, the 
resignation of Technology Coordinator Tina Langhans, effective July 31, 2002.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  The Technology Committee will be directed to put together 
the job description, position opening notice, interview questions and ranking sheet, and 
propose a salary range to present to the Board on July 2, 2002. 
 
 The Board reviewed a letter from McKenzie Electric Cooperative regarding the 
County’s policy requiring that utilities be bored when they cross county routes.  A 
representative from MEC will be asked to attend the July meeting. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM until July 2, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

July 2, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 2, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Treasurer Svihovec; 
Commissioner Patten and Auditor Olson absent.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Clerk of Court Lanae Roos discussed dates for the open house honoring Judge 
William McLees whose chambers are moved to Minot effective July 1, 2002.  It was set 
for July 25, from 2 to 4 PM.  Dunn, Billings and Golden Valley counties will be invited.  
They were part of the multi-county judgeship prior to county judges becoming district 
judges. 
 
 A number of department heads were present to request that the county pick up 
the employee’s 4% retirement contribution as a benefit for the 2003 budget in lieu of a 
salary increase.  The Board will take it under consideration and make a decision later 
today. 
 
 Nancy Wisness announced her resignation effective August 7, 2002.  A letter will 
be turned in later today.  She discussed the duties of her office, including Road clerk 
duties.  She will prepare the position description and job advertisement to be published 
in the local paper.  An open house is scheduled for August 2, from 2 to 4 PM. 
 
 Technology Coordinator Tina Langhans discussed her position and provided a 
detailed job description and a job advertisement.  Anderson discussed the possibility of 



contracting with the North Dakota Association of Counties who would hire the individual 
and contract with McKenzie County.  Advantages and disadvantages of doing that were 
discussed with input from Langhans and Human Services Director Michon Sax.  
Langhans recommended at least a 75% contract. 
 
 Risk Management Coordinator Jerry Samuelson reported on a back injury 
sustained by Deputy Sheriff Reyburn Johnston on April 11, 2002.  Johnston went to the 
doctor on April 29 and filed a Workers Compensation claim on June 7.  Samuelson 
reported that Johnston had previously reported a back injury on a Workers 
Compensation claim in 2000.  Johnston gave a complete history of the injury and the 
medical help he had received.   
 
 Samuelson also reported on information he has gathered regarding plans for 
county cell phones. 
 
 Dennis Kellar and Ron Jones, Reservation Telephone Cooperative; and Gary 
Melland, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, met with the Board regarding road borings and 
the need for permits.  Setting an acceptable maximum width for a trench instead of 
boring was discussed.  Permits are requested so there is a record of the lines.  It was 
decided to set a maximum trench width at eight (8) inches with the cooperative 
responsible for any problems for three (3) years.  No permit would be required but prior 
notice would be given to the County Engineer and a follow-up report filed. 
 
 Commissioner Patten joined the meeting at 11:00 AM. 
 
 Denton Zubke, Water Resource District Board, discussed a proposed sewer 
project south of Watford City.  He requested approval of the County Engineer’s 
assistance with the project assessment and evaluation for a special assessment district.  
The Board gave approval with the Engineer’s discretion on his availability.   
 Zubke also reported on the rural water project and requested that the county 
become part of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District, which requires a one mill 
levy for membership.  There is concern that the county will lose leverage with the state if 
it does not belong.  Commissioner Chinn would like to see the dues funded through the 
General Fund rather than a levy.   It will be checked into whether or not membership 
can be funded without a mill levy.   
 There was a discussion on the need for “bridge financing” for the rural water 
project of approximately $420,000.  Zubke requested that the Commission consider 
providing the interim financing on a short or long term basis.   
 
 Commissioner Patten left the meeting at 11:30 AM. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock discussed the statewide wireless 911 agreement.  
He presented the joint powers agreement with the North Dakota Association of Counties 
that all counties are being asked to sign in order to have a centralized and coordinated 
effort for the implementation of the wireless 911 service.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to sign the agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried.  



 
 The Board recessed for lunch from 12:00 noon until 1:00 PM at which time fuel 
bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company were opened.  Moved 
by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reported that the transmission was out of Unit 32 and the 
repair estimate. 
 
 The Chairman recognized Human Services Director Michon Sax, who presented 
budget considerations for the County Human Services department, including salary 
suggestions.  It was decided that another meeting may be needed to address the salary 
issue for all the 2003 budgets. 
 
 County Engineer Holter returned.  There were discussions on charging or not 
charging for new approaches; the road into Frisingers, which is mostly on a section line; 
the proposed road changes by Don Sivertson’s which Foreman Gunderson estimates 
would take 17 weeks to do; the safety/liability factor of the entrance to the road to Billy 
Jorgenson’s; and State Street in East Fairview.  The paving at Tobacco Garden should 
be complete by next week.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to approve the 
Exchange Cable Improvement Utility Permit Application submitted by Kadrmas, Lee & 
Jackson on behalf of Consolidated Telcom.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to execute 10 year agreements 
for gravel and stock pile with Myron and Darlene Wold and for scoria and stock pile with 
Arlene and Wesley Wold.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Deputy Reyburn Johnston reported on the investigation of four wheelers on 
Forest Service land in the Estes Coulee area.  Registered letters of warning were sent 
and there have been no further violations.  State’s Attorney Johnson would like a letter 
from the Forest Service stating satisfaction with the outcome of the investigations, and 
copies to distribute to other county agencies. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson updated the Board on the status of the roadless lawsuit 
and various pending criminal cases. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to contribute $400 to the Dickinson 
Area Chamber for the Southwest Night at the Legislature to be held in Bismarck on 
January 27, 2003.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to make the following appointments: 
Ray Mrachek and Lee Stevens, 1 year terms on County Park Board; Barbara Bauman, 
Nancy Rolfsrud and Ron Anderson, 3 year terms on County Human Services Board; 
Rick Holm, 2 year term as county appointee to the Watford City Pest Control District.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to raise the maximum election 
worker salary as set by resolution October 13, 1992, to $110.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The letter of resignation from Nancy Wisness as County Superintendent of 
Schools was received.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the 
resignation with deep regret.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A short telephone conference was held with Mike Abel at the North Dakota 
Association of Counties regarding contracting for the county’s technology coordinator.  It 
was decided to set up a conference with Mark Johnson, Mike Abel, the Commissioners, 
and Technology Committee Olson, Svihovec and Veeder.  
 
 A short telephone conference was held with State’s Attorney Johnson regarding 
the services of a victim advocate.  The Board agreed to utilize the Victim Advocate 
services from Williams County as recommended by the State’s Attorney. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM until Tuesday, July 30, 2002, beginning at 1 
PM. 
 

July 30, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened in 
the Meeting Room at the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 30, 2002.  
Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Patten and Auditor Olson; 
Commissioner Mjelstad absent.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 10:30 
AM CDT.   
 
 The meeting was convened earlier than previously scheduled as an interactive 
video network session with the North Dakota Association of Counties had been 
arranged for a discussion of the best direction for the county with regard to the 
technology coordinator position.  Present in Bismarck were Director Mark Johnson, 
Assistant Director Terry Traynor and Manager of Automation Services Mike Abel.  Other 
county personnel present were Lloyd Clock, Judy Murie, Barbara Bauman, Ann 
Johnsrud, Tina Langhans, Clay Pojorlie, Lanae Roos, Dale Naze, Michon Sax and 
Linda Svihovec. 
 
 Mark Johnson reviewed what the Association has to offer, where staff are 
currently located and projected costs.  He stated that McKenzie County should probably 
hire its own coordinator, offering assistance from the Association getting a new person 
up to speed and also inviting the county to have the coordinator participate in “tech 
camps” at the Association.   
 Michon Sax stated that Social Services currently receives support for its state 
programs from Steve Kemp, the Association’s System Support Analyst in Williston.  
This would continue. 



 There was discussion of what the Association has found to be a good salary 
range and what type of candidates they are finding.  Mike Abel stated that there are 
some good people coming out of school but that it does take awhile to get up to speed 
about how counties operate, what the needs are and to establish relationships with 
state agencies.  The Association has handbooks which have developed over time that 
would assist in this process. 
 Chairman Chinn thanked the Association for their participation and stated 
appreciation for using the video network rather than someone being required to make 
the long drive. 
 
 The meeting moved back to the Commissioners Room at 11:20 AM.  
 
 Tina Langhans, Technology Coordinator, and her assistant Clay Pojorlie met with 
the Board for further discussion on a new hire.  Langhans stated that Pojorlie has 
indicated interest in the position for a one year term.  This would allow the Board more 
time to hire a replacement.  Pojorlie is also familiar with ITD staff and works well with 
Ray Hintz with whom the County works closely.  After Langhans and Pojorlie left, there 
was a discussion on compensation and other concerns.  Pojorlie was called back and 
offered the position and time to think it over. 
 
 Following a noon recess from noon until 1:15 PM, Social Services Director 
Michon Sax reviewed staff salaries for her department. 
 
 Robin Lee and Mike Carlson, RDO Equipment, presented the Board information 
on a gravel/scoria crushing unit.  
 
 Clay Pojorlie accept the Technology Coordinator position effective August 1, 
2002. 
 
 There was discussion of the procedure for hiring a superintendent of schools.  
The Board asked incumbent Nancy Wisness to make arrangements for the school 
board presidents to meet, interview the candidates and make a recommendation prior to 
the August 6th meeting, which she agreed to do. 
 
 David Johnson, Chairman of the County Water Resource District, briefly 
discussed the current financial status of the rural water project.  A joint meeting of the 
Water Board and the Commissioners is scheduled for August 7, 2002, beginning at 7:00 
PM. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adopt the following policy: 
 

COUNTY OF MCKENZIE, NORTH DAKOTA 
POLICY FOR UTILITY TO CROSS A PUBLIC ROAD 

 
McKenzie County may allow telephone and electric companies to cross county gravel or 
scoria roads and unorganized township roads using the following methods: 



 
1. Plow lines across county gravel or scoria roads with a stationary or vibrating 

plow.  
 
2. Utilize a trencher which is 8 inches or less in width for the crossing.  
 
The Company will pack the site, returning it as close as possible to the original 
compaction. 
 
The Company will be responsible for all such crossings for a period of three years, 
repairing during those three years any damages to the road resulting from their activity. 
 
McKenzie County will require crossing permits to be filed by the electric or telephone 
companies. Permits may, however, be filed after job completion if prior verbal 
permission has been granted by the McKenzie County Engineer or a McKenzie County 
Commissioner. 
Any crossing which cannot be accomplished as in Items 1 and 2 must be bored.  
Permits will be obtained as stated above.  
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM until August 6, 2002, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

August 6, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 6, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes of the July 
meetings as written and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder and Lanae Roos meet with the Board regarding the empty judge 
offices.  It was agreed that the Tourism office should be moved into the space formerly 
used by Judge McLees with a new door installed for access from the main hallway.  The 
space vacated by the Tourism office could be used for a print/copy center. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed the new lease with Verizon for space on our tower.  
Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to approve the lease as follows: two 
successive five year terms commencing September 1, 2002; rent the first five years to 



be $3,864 annually; rent for each of the succeeding five years will be increased annually 
based on the Consumer Price Index.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Samuelson also reported that the new radio frequency for emergency services 
had been approved.  He is to work with the fire and ambulance districts to get radios 
updated, using Hazardous Chemical Preparedness funds. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to make the following board 
appointments: Kent Pelton, JDA Board, term expiring 1/1/2005; Leif Jellesed, Water 
Resources District, term expiring 7/1/2007; John Kirkland, Northwest Human Services 
Council, term expiring 7/1/2004; and D.M. “Dick” Iverson, Human Services Board, 
unexpired term ending 7/1/2003.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Paul Linseth, Phil Moen, and Sharleen Thompson, Weed Control Board, and 
Odin Heim, Weed Control Officer, reviewed the summer’s program, what has been 
done and what needs to be done and requested additional budget authority.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to transfer $57,500 from the General Fund to the 
Weed Control Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Linda and Jeff Rauser and Gene Dahl, Hawkeye Township and County Engineer 
Holter met with the Board to discuss a project.  The Township has been awarded an 
Energy Impact grant for part of a project to remove trees and replace culverts on the 
road between sections ten and fifteen.  The county will help with the tree removal.  The 
Township needs to get a written easement from the landowner and work with Holter on 
finding a disposal for the trees to be removed.  Work on the road will be added to the list 
and reassessed next year. 
 
 Merle Bennett, Project Coordinator for North Dakota Natural Resources Trust, 
briefed the Board on a proposed land acquisition in the confluence area as a Wetlands 
Restoration Project.  The Trust does not currently have the funds for the purchase.  The 
County Commission is part of the process in that they would make a recommendation to 
the Governor after public hearings.  
 
 After a noon recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company were opened.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid 
of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter updated the board.  There were discussions on trading three of 
the trucks.  It was decided to make needed repairs to the TS14.  Contractor is moving in 
for the Route 14 job today.  The dirt crew is on the project by Harley Olson’s.  Holter 
and Chinn will look at the right of way needed on the Mead road project.  Abelman 
bridge beams were set yesterday.  There was a discussion on the bank stabilization at 
Tobacco Garden.  This would be a topic for a meeting in Garrison next Monday with the 
Corps of Engineers, Friends of Lake Sakakawea and Senator Dorgan. 
 



 Superintendent Nancy Wisness reported that Michon Sax, McKenzie SD #1 
Board President, Keith Rockeman, Bowline Butte SD #19 Board President, Kay Hatter, 
representing Earl SD #18 Board President and Lynn Noble, representing Yellowstone 
SD #14 Board President, had met on August 1 to interview the candidates for County 
Superintendent, Carla Sorenson, Judy Jacobson, Carol Kieson and Kathy Taylor.  Their 
unanimous recommendation was Carol Kieson.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to accept the recommendation of the Council of Board Presidents and offer the 
position to Carol Kieson. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed legal matters.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Mjelstad to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED by the McKenzie County Commission, which is the governing 
body of the County of McKenzie, authorizes a district or county judge, in the judge’s 
discretion, to assess a fee of not more than $25.00 as a part of a sentence imposed on 
a defendant who pleads guilty to or is convicted of a criminal offense for which the 
maximum penalty that may be imposed by law for the offense includes imprisonment. 
 The fee assessed is in addition to any fine, penalty, costs, or administrative fee 
prescribed by law.  The judge may assess the fee when sentence is imposed or when 
sentence is suspended or imposition of sentence is deferred, unless the defendant is 
indigent and unable to pay the fee. 
 All fees paid to the county must be deposited monthly in the county treasury for 
allocation by the governing body of the county to one or more of the following programs 
as determined by the governing body. 

a. A Victim Witness Assistance Program of which the primary function 
is to provide direct services to victims of and witnesses to crime. 

b. A private, nonprofit, domestic violence or sexual assault program. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve utility crossing 
permits submitted by the Forest Service, Bear Paw Energy and Tesoro and stipulate 
compliance with the recently adopted road crossing policy.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the raffle permit 
for the Blue Buttes Fun Day committee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to make a $5,000 grant to 
the Heritage Alliance of North Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Auditor was directed to publish the department requests as the 
preliminary budget and schedule the public hearing and department reviews for 
September 18.   
 



 Senator Byron Dorgan will be at a meeting in Garrison with the Friends of 
Lake Sakakawea on August 12.  There will be a HAND meeting on August 13 in 
Medora.  Someone will attend these meetings. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:55 PM until Wednesday evening, August 7, 
2002, when a joint meeting with the Water Resources District will begin at 7:00 PM. 
 

August 7, 2002 
 
 A joint meeting of the Board of County Commissioners and the County 
Water Resource District Board was held in the Meeting Room at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota on August 7, 2002.  Present were Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten, Auditor Olson, and Water Board 
members David Johnson, Matt Iverson and Denton Zubke.  Also present were Dave 
Koland, Deputy Manager of Garrison Diversion Conservancy District (GDCD), Dennis 
Bingeman, Watford City Mayor and Charlotte Schilke, Watford City Council Member. 
 
 Commission Chair Chinn called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM and 
asked for self-introductions around the table.   
 
 Mr. Koland stated that the District does not recruit counties as such.  
Counties are invited to look at benefits for them and then may apply for membership.  
Membership includes one elected board member from the county and a one mill levy to 
help fund the District’s operations. 
 
 Cayko asked Koland to talk about the history, original purpose and current 
goals of the District.  He responded that the federal government had an obligation to 
make up some of the losses from the construction of Garrison Dam.  At the time the 
emphasis was getting Missouri River water to the eastern part of the state.  One million 
acres were authorized and canals built.  Due to law suits by environmental groups, most 
irrigation projects were stopped.  The canals now cost from two to three million per year 
to maintain with only limited recreational use and some water provided for sprinkler 
irrigation systems.  In 1986 the original act was reformulated with money for new canals 
and for Municipal, Rural and Industrial (MR&I) water supplies.  Environmental issues 
again stopped many of the proposed projects.  Under the Dakota Water Resource Act 
(DWRA) of 2000, emphasis shifted from irrigation to water supplies to rural areas, to 
cities in eastern North Dakota and for distribution lines on the reservations.  Irrigation 
acres were reduced to about 50,000 and the emphasis from flood to sprinkler. 
 
 Cayko asked Koland how the District could be helpful to western North 
Dakota.  He responded that the DWRA was for the whole state, not just the east and not 
just the member counties.  The District is a separate political sub-division and has joint 
powers with the State Water Commission to administer MR&I funding.  One board 
member is elected from each member county.  While they are responsible for the entire 
state, they also look out for their own counties.  Many fought hard for the irrigation 
funding and it’s hard to switch emphasis to drinking water.  Since DWRA they have had 



to rethink goals and are still trying to prioritize what the committees say is important.  
They need to fill voids where services are not now provided and no other funding source 
is available.  Getting Missouri River Water to the Red River Valley is still a priority. 
 
 Johnson asked about the relationship with the State Water Commission.  
Koland responded that it has been a long process to determine priorities and who 
should take the lead on various projects.  The District feels its main duty is to work with 
the Bureau of Reclamation and the residents of the state.  The State Water Commission 
has Devils Lake, Red River flooding and other concerns.  The Governor has designated 
the District as the arm for drinking water but federal money is still jointly administered 
and it gets to be a cumbersome process.  There is also a conflict in the District’s 
enabling legislation in that one place says “benefit of the people of North Dakota” and 
another “benefit for members”. 
 
 Iverson said that the District has been helpful in dealing with the State 
Water Commission.  DWRA will make it possible for the Elk/Charbon project to get 
federal power.  Koland said that irrigators have not been getting the power that was 
promised in the 1944 Act.  
 
 Koland commented that the District is currently in close communication 
and has a good working relationship with the State Water Commission.  Energy, 
environmental and funding issues slow projects.  Environmental Assessments are 
difficult as people living out of state want to stop everything.  Funds for projects in the 
works are set aside and then are not available for other projects.   
 
 Johnson commented that projects have to be ready when the money 
becomes available.  He advocates joining the District because we need to be at the 
table when money becomes available.  Koland said it is even better to be on the MR&I 
committee because it’s the committee recommendation that’s most important.   
 
 Johnson asked about recreation and wildlife.  Koland responded that there 
is $6.5 million in DWRA available on a 50% match for recreation that will be staying in 
the membership.  Policy is being developed which will tend to stay away from areas with 
mill levy authority.  The Natural Resources Trust will get a percentage of MR&I money 
for wildlife.   
 
 Patten commented that the Board would prefer funding from sources other 
than the required mill levy, that counties should have a choice.  This could be  a 
legislative issue.  There needs to be accountability to the members and to the 
taxpayers.  He also asked about systems with arsenic problems.  Koland said that rural 
water systems are the solution for those 35. 
 
 Cayko asked if county size had any effect on the member’s input.  Koland 
said that the board is closer than may be expected for 26 members and that the make 
up is changing as older members go off.   
 



 Anderson asked how many other counties are considering membership at 
this time.  Koland said only Williams.  Some counties have wanted out until they 
understood the benefits they were receiving. 
 
 Patten asked for a list of MR&I projects in the past and the plans for the 
future.  Koland responded that he can give where the money went but the future is 
unknown.  The state needs to get building infrastructure for rural North Dakota.  There is 
money for flood damage in the Red River Valley and money set aside for a Devils Lake 
outlet.  The maintenance money is all federal, a line item in the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
budget.  A use needs to be found for the canals so that the cost could be repaid by the 
users. 
 
 Zubke asked about industrial water for the east. Koland said that Missouri 
River water for drinking would free up aquifer and stream water for other uses. 
 
 Johnson said that the bottom line is: Are we going to get serious about 
developing water in McKenzie County?  There are over 50,000 potential acres for 
irrigation, recreational opportunities, most of the county needs rural water but will need 
to have many different projects.  The WRD can help get the funding and capacity and 
get through the federal hoops.  Most of the money needed comes best from the GDCD.    
There needs to be a separate discussion on county funding assistance.  Funds are 
needed to get the rural water system going this fall.  The Elk/Charbon project is more 
feasible if the WRD owns the pumps and sells them back at a water rate.  There is more 
benefit than to the acres getting water.  A revolving fund should be established so that 
paybacks from one project could begin to fund the next.  Zubke stated that to date we 
have done well leveraging outside money with county funds.  It may be the time to use 
county funding. 
 
 The meeting was declared adjourned at 9:10 PM.  The next meeting will 
convene at 9:00 AM CDT on September 3, 2002. 
 

 
September 3, 2002 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 3, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the minutes as 
written and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 Patten updated the board on the status of the roadless lawsuit and the 
appeal of the record of decision on the grasslands management plan.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Anderson to employ John Lacey part time as a natural resources 
specialist should he be accepted as a member of the scientific review team for the 
grazing portion of the grasslands plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson updated the board on emergency management issues.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution:   
 

 WHEREAS, the 49th Legislative Assembly passed the 
North Dakota Disaster Act of 1985 (NDCC 37-17.1) enacting 
an Emergency Management Law embodying all aspects of 
emergency and disaster preparedness for all hazards which 
could seriously affect this county; and 

 
 WHEREAS, the law mandates the formation of county 
emergency management organizations responsible to 
provide effective coordination of mitigation, preparedness, 
response and recovery capabilities to reduce the loss of life 
and property of our citizens from the effects of an emergency 
or a disaster; and 
 WHEREAS, the law provides that each county shall 
maintain an emergency management organization, which 
serves the entire county, and that each city shall provide an 
emergency management organization of its own, or 
participate in the county-wide emergency management 
organization; and 

 
  WHEREAS, state law requires each county and each 
city to notify the North Dakota Division of Emergency 
Management of the manner in which their jurisdiction is 
providing an emergency management capability. 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the 
Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County at a regularly 
convened meeting  has established a County Emergency 
Management Organization, known as the McKenzie County 
Emergency Management Agency, and that this organization 
will hereby manage emergency and disaster mitigation, 
preparedness, response and recovery, in cooperation with 
the North Dakota Division of Emergency Management, in 
accordance with State and Federal laws. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a raffle/bingo 
permit for the East Fairview school.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Frank Guzman, Forest Service District Ranger, reported that the Record 
of Decision for the grasslands management plan has been signed.  The review team 
process is on going.  This agency has looked at the known coal vein fires, many from 
the Halloween, 1999, fires and are prioritizing and deciding which to handle and which 
can be done by the grazing association.  Grasshoppers are a problem in the western 
portion of the district and they are working with the Agricultural Research Station and 
grazing association on some newer control techniques that could be used in the spring 
that would be more species specific. 
 
 David Johnson, Water Resource District chairman, asked the board to 
consider funding a revolving loan fund for irrigation development.  The fund would be 
self-perpetuating after established.  There was further discussion on the county 
becoming a member of the Garrison Diversion Conservation District.  The Water 
Resource District was requested to hold a public informational forum in October. 
 
 Gene Veeder, JDA Coordinator, outlined two projects approved by the 
JDA board which would require additional funding.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
by Mjelstad to transfer $9,500 from the General Fund to the JDA fund.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The board recessed at noon for lunch.  Commissioner Anderson did not 
return for the afternoon session. 
 
 The board opened a fuel bid from Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Cayko to accept this bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser met with the board.  
Koeser reviewed trucks and trailers to consider for trade.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Mjelstad to advertise for bids on October 4, 2002, for three trucks and two 
triple axle trailers, trading three trucks, units 8, 51 and 54 or 68, and one pup trailer.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  There was discussion of moving the Ford backhoe to the 
landfill and purchasing a better equipped unit for the road department.   
 There was a request to haul scoria to be provided by Ron Crighton for a 
Bowline Butte School District bus route.  Mark is to work with them on this. 
 Holter asked if the board wanted a fall free day at the landfill.  Operator 
Defoe is to decide on the day and get the notice in the newspaper.  Defoe is also to get 
proposals for an auxiliary propane heating unit for the landfill building.   
 A request to close the section line  between Sections 17 and18 in 
Township 148, Range 98 was denied.  If the bridge is failing, it should be replaced with 
a suitable culvert. 
 Fencing on the Route 14A job was discussed and tabled until Anderson 
could be present. 



 The Abelman bridge is done. 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to approve utility crossings 
submitted by Amerada Hess and Reservation Telephone.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson briefly discussed the status of the roadless 
lawsuit, issues for the Weed Control Board and the natural resources inventory. 
 
 John Hellandsaas, Watford City Council, and Mike Schmitz, Watford City 
Police Department, met with the board regarding the recent escalation of vandalism at 
the Veterans Memorial Building.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to 
participate with the City of Watford City on the installation of a video system for 
monitoring in the building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec and Risk Manager Samuelson met with the board to 
recommend the adoption of an amendment to the county personnel policy regarding 
workers compensation.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Mjelstad to amend Section 
306 Workers’ Compensation Insurance to read as follows: 

306  WORKERS' COMPENSATION INSURANCE 
 

McKenzie County provides a comprehensive workers' 
compensation insurance program at no cost to employees.  
This program covers any injury or illness sustained in the 
course of employment, as defined by law, that requires 
medical, surgical, or hospital treatment.  Subject to 
applicable legal requirements, workers' compensation 
insurance provides benefits after a short waiting period or, if 
the employee is hospitalized, immediately. 

 
Reporting Requirements 
Employees must report all on-the-job injuries to the 
department supervisor or the County Risk Manager within 24 
hours, through the use of the Incident Report Form, even if 
the employee does not feel it is necessary to see a doctor.  
The supervisor must complete the Investigation Report Form 
and shall file the report with the County Risk Manager.  If 
first aid or medical care is required, employees should seek 
care without delay. 

 
If an employee fails to notify their supervisor or the County 
Risk Manager of an accident within seven days, the Workers 
Compensation Bureau may take that failure to do so into 
consideration when determining compensability of the claim.  
Though our County policy and the Risk Management 
Program require an immediate report of any incident, you will 



have seven days to report and complete the Workers 
Compensation Claim for Injury form. 

 
Compensation Benefits 
If an employee is receiving workers compensation benefits, 
the employee may elect to use either the employee’s 
accumulated sick leave, annual leave, or leave without pay 
during the period the employee is unable to work. 

 
If the employee elects to use leave, the County will pay the 
employee the difference between the employee’s gross 
salary and the workers compensation benefits received while 
absent from work.  An employee who elects to use leave 
while receiving workers compensation benefits must be paid 
by the County an amount equal to the difference between 
the employee’s regular base salary and the amount the 
employee receives from workers compensation while the 
employee is on leave.  An employee’s leave account must 
then be charged with the number of hours that corresponds 
to the percentage of salary the County pays.  The 
employee’s total compensation from all sources (payment for 
sick/annual leave and worker’s compensation benefits) 
cannot exceed the employee’s regular monthly salary.  In 
addition, the employee’s leave account will be charged with 
the number of hours that corresponds to the percentage of 
salary the County pays. 

 
An employee, receiving workers compensation benefits who 
has either utilized all leave benefits, or has elected not to 
use accrued benefits, must be placed in a leave without pay 
status for the remainder of the period that the employee is 
unable to work.  An employee may remain in a leave without 
pay status for a time period not to exceed 84 days in a 
twelve month period as described in the County’s policy.  An 
employee not taking available leave who instead uses leave 
without pay may be eligible for health insurance coverage 
under the Family and Medical Leave Act. 

 
Employees who receive workers compensation benefits 
must provide copies of all benefit checks received to the 
payroll officer in the County Auditor’s office so that salary 
and leave records may be adjusted. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Sheriff Larson informed the Board that Deputy Johnston has been absent 
from work most of the last couple of months due to a back injury and this has left his 
department understaffed.  Various options were discussed.  Johnston is at a doctor’s 
appointment today.  Further discussions were tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 Mjelstad, Cayko and Chinn will attend the Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit budget meeting Thursday morning, September 5th at 8:30 AM in Williston. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to make the following 
proclamation: 
 

WHEREAS, the youth and volunteers of any community are 
its greatest resources; and, 

 
WHEREAS, 4-H is one of the largest youth organizations in 
North Dakota, with nearly one in every two, North Dakota 
youth involved in 4-H; and, 

 
WHEREAS, 4-H in North Dakota claims 62,018 youth 
members and 4,704 adult volunteers, while McKenzie 
County’s 4-H program numbers 134 members and 32 
volunteers; and, 

 
WHEREAS, 4-H as part of the NDSU Extension Service is a 
program where youth learn together in all kinds of projects, 
events, and activities; and, 

 
WHEREAS, 4-H has been helping youth and adults learn, 
grow, and work together for a hundred years; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Roger Chinn, Chairman of the 
McKenzie County Board of Commissioners, do hereby 
proclaim October 6-12, 2002,  McKenzie County 4-H week 
and urge the people of this county to take advantage of the 
opportunity to become more aware of this special program 
which gives youth the chance to learn together and on their 
own as part of  McKenzie County 4-H, and to join us in 
recognizing the unique partnership between our county and 
our University System. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:20 PM until September 18, 2002, 
beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 18, 2002 

 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota 
reconvened at the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 18, 2002.  
Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor 
Olson.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Throughout the day, department heads and county boards reviewed their 
2003 budget requests with the Board.  No public appeared for the public portion of the 
hearing at 10:30 AM.  Dale Swenson, reporter with the McKenzie County Farmer, was 
present during part of the day. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following 
resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2003 

  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 6th day of August, 2002, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2003 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official 
newspaper of this County on the 11th day of September, 2002, together with a notice of 
such hearing on the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 18th day of 
September, 2002,  
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is 
hereby adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2003, through 
December 31, 2003, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 2002 2003 2003 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
County Board 77,845.00 84,420.00 84,420.00 
Clerk of District Court 131,175.00 134,619.00 134,619.00 
County Auditor 155,875.00 167,320.00 166,074.00 
County Treasurer 86,460.00 89,610.00 89,610.00 
State's Attorney 83,075.00 85,530.00 85,530.00 
County Recorder 132,689.00 136,214.00 136,214.00 
County Superintendent 48,104.00 47,604.00 44,204.00 
Tax Director 52,733.00 51,935.00 51,935.00 
Technology Services Coordinator 50,168.00 56,557.00 46,803.00 



Custodian 64,800.00 69,962.00 69,962.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 66,250.00 67,200.00 67,200.00 
Building Fund 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Elections 34,600.00 0.00 0.00 
Landfill 70,236.00 69,202.00 68,228.00 
Workers' Compensation 8,500.00 9,000.00 9,000.00 
WC Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 4,500.00 5,500.00 5,500.00 
Audit Fees 6,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
GIS Project 25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
FS Plan Response 25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Telephone Service 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Telephone System Maintenance 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Publishing, Printing 6,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 10,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Postage 10,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Copier Expense 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Computer Expense 35,000.00 50,000.00 53,000.00 
Miscellaneous 65,000.00 65,000.00 62,000.00 
Roads 400,000.00 400,000.00 400,000.00 
Swimming Pool  200,000.00 200,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
County Agent 15,000.00 29,000.00 29,000.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 2,000.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 10,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Pioneer Museum  4,500.00 4,500.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 24,879.00 28,141.00 28,141.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT 1,843,389.00 2,095,314.00 2,079,940.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 307,745.00 338,045.00 316,845.00 
County Jail 128,720.00 131,120.00 131,120.00 
County Coroner 6,950.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 24,177.00 25,487.00 25,487.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,909.00 4,988.00 4,988.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 35,000.00 37,000.00 37,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $510,501.00 $546,640.00 $525,440.00 
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $2,353,890.00 $2,641,954.00 $2,605,380.00 



    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 6,425,000.00 6,799,220.00 6,799,220.00 
TOTAL ROADS $6,700,000.00 $7,074,220.00 $7,074,220.00 
    
COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES 544,308.00 539,968.00 530,248.00 
    
Veteran's Services 21,262.00 23,184.00 23,184.00 
County Agent 70,890.00 75,384.00 74,284.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 93,110.00 95,425.00 95,425.00 
Social Security 78,000.00 78,245.00 78,245.00 
Water Resource District 40,153.00 69,460.00 49,460.00 
Weed Control 186,055.00 255,246.00 255,246.00 
Job Development Authority 78,574.00 86,513.00 83,113.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 23,700.00 23,700.00 23,700.00 
District Health Unit 54,914.00 55,000.00 55,000.00 
Historical Society 7,500.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $759,808.00 $875,807.00 $851,307.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $10,358,006.00 $11,131,949.00 $11,061,155.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2003 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 6th day of August, 2002, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2003, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
11, 2002, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 18th 
day of September, 2002, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:30 AM , and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2003 as heretofore set forth, 



 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2001 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $957,506.54 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
   County 
General Fund  $                   0.00 
 County Human Services Fund $        199,566.38 County Road 
& Bridge Fund $                   0.00 
 Special Revenue Funds  $        654,812.93 Unorganized 
District Road Fund $        103,130.23 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to execute a grant of right of way 
on the line between sections 36, Township 151N, Range 97W and section 31, Township 
151N, Range 96W to allow a dam to be constructed on land owned by Steven D. 
Nelson and the State Land Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to approve the utility crossing 
permit application presented by McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to concur with the Agreement for 
Computer Related Services approved by Slope County on September 3, 2002.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the raffle permit application 
of St. Ann’s Altar Society, Grassy Butte.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM CDT, until Friday, October 4, 2002, 
beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 

October 4, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 4, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Commissioner Chinn was attending the Western Interstate Region conference of the 
National Association of Counties.  Vice Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order 
at  9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Kay Larsen and Lyle Larsen met with the Board regarding a notice they had 
received from the Weed Control Officer to remove a salt cedar plant in their yard.  This 
species has been added to the State’s and the County’s noxious weed list.  They were 
referred to the Weed Board. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson met with the Board.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by 
Cayko to approve the Memorandum of Understanding for Emergency Assistance with 
Dunn County.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Samuelson urged Board members to 
attend an emergency response training to be held at Stanley on October 15. He and 
Auditor Olson will be attending.  Vice Chairman Anderson signed the FY 2003 
Emergency Management Performance Grant request. 
 
 Bids per advertised notice for trailers were opened.  Northern Truck Equipment, 
Sioux Falls, bid a cash price of $25,752 for one 2002 CPS trailer; trade allowance for 
the Load King of $5,000 and for the Red River of $6,000 for a net bid for two units of 
$40,504.  W.W. Wallwork, Bismarck, bid a cash price of $28,710 for one 2003 R-Way 
model 422-1TRI, trade allowance for the Load King of $9,000 and for the Red River of 
$9,000 for a net bid for two units of $39,420.  Tractor & Equipment, Williston, bid a cash 
price of $46,858 for one 2003 Load King Originator model 2466-43-3, trade allowance 
for the Load King of $12,000 and for the Red River of $5,000 for a net bid for two units 
of $76,716.  Bids were turned over to Road Superintendent Koeser to review for 
compliance with the bid specifications. 
 
 Bids per advertised notice for trucks were opened.  Westlie Motor Co., Minot, bid 
a cash price of $57,513 for one 2003 Sterling LT9522, trade allowance for the 1988 
International of $11,000, for the 1995 International of $18,020 and for the 1997 
International of $40,057 for a net bid for three units of $103,462.  W.W. Wallwork, 
Bismarck, bid a cash price of $58,338 for one 2003 Sterling LT9522, trade allowance for 
the 1988 International of $8,000, for the 1995 International of $15,000 and for the 1997 
International of $34,000 for a net bid for three units of $118,014.  Nelson International, 
Bismarck, bid a cash price of $75,975 for one 2003 International 5900i, trade allowance 
for the 1988 International of $8,000, for the 1995 International of $15,500 and for the 
1997 International of $27,500 for a net bid for three units of $176,925.  Bids were turned 
over to Road Superintendent Koeser to review for compliance with the bid 
specifications. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock met with the Board to discuss signing.  He 
reported that there is a possibility that the federal rules will change with regard to 
attaching street signs to traffic control signs, which would reduce the County’s costs.  
He can start developing a signing policy.  Clock also reported that the emergency radios 
are being changed over to the new frequency. 
 



 Deputy Reyburn Johnston updated the Board on his injury, the progress under 
the Workers Compensation Bureau’s Return to Work program and the status of his sick 
and vacation leave.  The consensus of the Board was to allow employees who wished 
to donate up to 25 hours of sick leave to a maximum of 450 hours to Deputy Johnston. 
 
 The Board recessed at 11:50 AM, reconvening at 12:45 PM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to approve a statement to the Forest 
Service recognizing that portions of a requested public road easement on County Route 
1 are under special use permits.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Members present 
signed the statement and Commissioner Chinn’s signature will be obtained. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to appoint Virginia Wehrung to the 
McKenzie County Housing Authority for a term expiring October 1, 2007.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Mjelstad and seconded by Patten to execute a gravel stockpile 
agreement with Harry J. Bredwick and Nancy Transtrom.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Road Superintendent Koeser reported back on the bids opened in the morning.  
The two low bid trailers did not meet specifications.  Moved by Mjelstad and seconded 
by Cayko to reject all trailer bids, accepting bids again on November 5, 2002.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to purchase three trucks from Westlie 
Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 The condition of other vehicles in the fleet were discussed.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Patten to advertise for bids to purchase one or more ¾ ton extended cab 
pickups and one 1 ton crew cab, with opening on November 5, 2002.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 David Nelson and Jack Skarda met with the Board regarding the fencing that had 
been allowed on the Route 14 project.  They were each allowed ¾ mile of fencing, using 
as much salvage from the removed fence as possible.  Two area ranchers who 
expressed interest in doing the install will be contacted. 
 
 County Engineer Holter discussed staffing changes and future needs.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Patten to move Todd Murray and Jon Dunbar to regular full 
time status effective November 15, the end of the summer construction season.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Holter related the status of the Route 14 project.  The 



contractor, Lee’s Construction, is not making very satisfactory progress.  He will 
continue to work with them.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a number of issues pending.   
 
 Michon Sax met with the Board to review salary requests and the approved 
budget.  After a period of discussion, a small additional increase was allowed for two 
employees now with final adjustments to be made on the 2004 budget.  No net increase 
to budget should be required. 
 
 County Engineer Holter was included in a discussion on a road closing request.  
Consensus is to keep the road open on the section line between sections 17 and 18, 
Township 148N, Range 98W.  Replacing a poor bridge with the appropriate size culvert 
will be put on the 2004 construction schedule.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Mjelstad to set the minimum sales prices for 
parcels taken October 1, 2002, as follows:  
 IT #674 in SENE, Section 14, Township 150 N, Range 99 W - $3,300 
 N ½ Lot 14, Lot 15, Block 8 of Original Townsite of Arnegard - $2,500 
 Lot 28, except PT IT 1148; Lot 29, Block 1, Schell & Jarland Addition to Watford 
City - $550 
 IT #573 in Lot 5, Section 6, Township 152 N Range 94 W (Riverview Township) - 
$175 
 Lot 4 Block 1, 4th Addition to Watford City - $1,500 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion on the dredging at Tobacco Garden and the possible 
sites for disposal of the material.  It was suggested to have a Park Board meeting on 
November 5 to discuss that.  The lease with the Corps and the agreement with Bruce 
Erickson expire on March 31, 2003 and need to be discussed as well. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM CDT until November 5, 2002, beginning 
at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
November 5, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 5, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Mjelstad and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM CST . 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
payroll and bills as presented and the minutes with the following addition to the October 



4, 2002, meeting: (insert as part of Treasurer’s report)  “Moved by Patten and seconded 
by Cayko to cancel the following outdated and lost warrants:   
Warrant      Date 
or Check #     Payee Issued Amount 
158679 Rudbeck Construction Co. 2-20-00 $    133.90 
159644 Corey J. Hugelen 6-7-00 38.50 
163270 Williston Fire Protection Dist. 8-14-01 43.75 
163686 Earl School Dist #18 10-8-01 252.62 
163931 Antelope Creek Twp 11-9-01 465.48 
165371 Tractor & Equipment Co. 5-8-02 4,379.43 
165375 Watford City Wildlife Club 5-7-02 200.00 
165598 City of Watford City 6-5-02 5,500.00 
165651 Linda Bieber 6-14-02 91.77 
13595 Gus Zewick 2-17-00 9.87 
13936 Sylvia Erickson 2-19-02 24.96 
13992 Vernette Sanderson 7-16-02 13.00 
26051 Orville Mjelstad 8-7-01 27.70 
All voting aye, motion carried.” 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to ratify a seismic permit executed to 
Empire Oil on county property in the townsite of Cartwright.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jeff Roel, Williston Basin Resource Conservation and Development Council, 
informed the Board of the process of updating the area plan and handed out surveys to 
be used in developing the update. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting at 10:00 AM for a telephone 
conference, returning at 11:15 AM. 
 
 Ann Tollefsrud requested that the Friday after Thanksgiving be established as a 
day off for this and future years.  Tabled. 
 
 Clerk of Court Lanae Roos informed the Board that an employee in her office is 
leaving by the end of the month..  The position opening will be in the county paper 
tomorrow.  Discussion of beginning salary.  Depending on experience, a new employee 
may start at a higher level. 
 The Hearing on the Minimum Sales Price for property taken by Tax Deed on 
October 2, 2002, was opened at 10:30 AM and closed at 10:50 AM with no public 
appearing. 
 
 Trailer bids were opened per advertised notice with the following bids submitted: 
 W. W. Wallwork - R-Way brand trailers - Cash for one - $29,510; cash for two - 
$59,020; trade allowance for Load King trailer of $9,000; trade allowance for Red River 
trailer of $9,000 for a net bid for two of $41,020. 



 Northern Truck Equipment - CPS brand - Cash for one - $25,752; cash for two - 
$51,504; trade allowance for Load King trailer of $5,000; trade allowance for Red River 
trailer of $6,000 for a net bid for two of $40,504. 
 Jim Hawk Trailers - Midland brand - Cash for one - $29,588; cash for two - 
$59,176; trade allowance for Load King trailer of $7,500; trade allowance for Red River 
trailer of $6,000 for a net bid for two of $45,676. 
 Tractor & Equipment - Load King brand - Cash for one - $46,858; cash for two - 
$93,716; trade allowance for Load King trailer of $12,000; trade allowance for Red River 
trailer of $5,000 for a net bid for two of $76,716. 
Bids were turned over to Road Superintendent Koeser for review. 
                  
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to vote the Noridian proxy as 
follows: for incumbent candidates Richard Johnsen, Frank Keogh, Jane Bissel and 
Richard Tschider; for Charles Stoltenow for Consumer seat #3 and for Mary Wakefield 
for Provider seat #3.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Commissioner Anderson to the County Canvassing 
Board scheduled for Friday, November 8, beginning at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Road Department pickup bids were opened per advertised notice with the 
following bids submitted: 
 OK Implement - 2003 3/4 Ton Dodge Ram 2500 - cash price for one - $29,995; 
trade allowance for ½ Ton Ford of $2,500; trade allowance for ½ Ton Dodge of $2,500 
for a net bid for two of $54,990. 
 OK Implement - 2003 1 Ton Dodge Ram 3500 (box dually, not cab & chassis) - 
cash price for one - $31,860 less trade allowance for 1991 1 Ton Chevrolet of $2,590 
for a net price of $29,270. 
 S & S Motors - 2003 3/4 Ton Ford F250 -  cash price for one - $24,900; trade 
allowance for ½ Ton Ford of $2,910; trade allowance for ½ Ton Dodge of $3,610 for a 
net bid for two of $43,280. 
 S & S Motors - 2003 1 Ton Ford F350 (cab & chassis) - cash price for one - 
$29,150 less trade allowance for 1991 1 Ton Chevrolet of $3,200 for a net price of 
$25,950. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of S & S Motors 
for two new 3/4 Tons and one new one Ton pickups for the road department.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company  were opened per notice.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Social Services Director Michon Sax reviewed a service agreement for support of 
the state programs with the board, which they approved for her signature. 
 



 Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser discussed dust control options 
and reviewed the trailer bids.  The CPS trailer does not meet size specifications.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Mjelstad to purchase two Midland trailers from Jim Hawk 
Trailers of Fargo.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 It was decided to keep the dirt crew working the extra hours as long as the 
weather holds and put the grader operators and truckers back to 40 hour weeks 
beginning after the 15th. 
 Holter reported on the progress on Route 14 and that the failing  bridge on the 
section line between sections 17 and 18, Township 148N, Range 98W has been 
replaced with a culvert.  Koeser reported that the project at Tobacco Garden has been 
seeded. 
 
 After discussion of the funding rates for the self insurance plan that were 
recommended by Blue Cross Blue Shield, it was moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Patten to set the 2003 funding rates at $286.24 for single, $461.81 for single plus 
dependent and $684.32 for family coverages with the county paying the full single for 
each full time employee and the employee paying the difference for whichever 
additional coverage they choose.  There would be no changes in the plan.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson gave an overview of the mental health hearing process 
which could develop into a problem without a judge in the community.  A number of 
options were discussed.  It was decided to use the services at Mercy on a trial basis to 
see if the costs there would be less than transporting to the state hospital at Jamestown 
would be. 
 
 A delegation from Watford City government, County Historical Society and 
business people met with the Board to outline the plans for the combined visitor 
center/museum with the Watford City Community Benefit Association’s package store 
as the managing retail partner.  Steve Stenehjem gave history on the WCCBA and it’s 
interest in the project.  Other changes on Main Street were outlined.  Cost estimate of 
the project, which would hopefully be ready to bid by the first of February is $682,407.  
The City of Watford City has committed $300,000 and the WCCBA $100,000. 
 City Engineer David Johnson also asked for consideration of waiving fees at the 
landfill for the various demolition projects that will be part of the Renaissance Zone 
construction and the use of a county backhoe for digging footings.  This was approved. 
 
 The Board recessed at 4:30 PM for a County Park Board meeting, reconvening 
at 5:30 PM. 
 
 There was further discussion on the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Consensus was 
that the courthouse should be open.  The courthouse will close at noon on December 
24 and be closed on December 25. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to contribute $300,000 toward the 
visitor center/museum, contingent on receiving a favorable opinion from the State’s 



Attorney on the legalities.  Voting aye: Cayko, Patten, Anderson, Chinn; abstaining, 
Mjelstad.  Motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reported on the appeal of the Forest Service management 
plan.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to employ Lamar Smith part time as 
a natural resources specialist should he be accepted as a member of the scientific 
review team for the grazing portion of the grasslands plan.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:20 PM until December 3, 2002, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 3, 2002 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 3, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar and Dale Patten and Auditor 
Olson; absent, Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Chairman Chinn turned the meeting over to Auditor Olson for re-organization, as 
the terms of commissioners now commence on the first Monday of December following 
election.  Olson called for nominations for chairman.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Cayko to nominate Commissioner Anderson. Being no further nominations, moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast 
for Commissioner Anderson.  All voting aye, Commissioner Anderson is elected.  Olson 
then called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to nominate Commissioner Patten.  Being no further nominations, moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Chinn that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast 
for Commissioner Patten.  All voting aye, Commissioner Patten is elected.  Patten 
assumed the chair. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Emergency Services Coordinator Jerry Samuelson explained that the Emergency 
Operations plans for cities and counties are being reworked into single response plans 
with each city involved with its own plan.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to 
adopt the following statement: 
 



Government at all levels has the responsibility for the 
protection of life, property and the environment from 
hazards, which are known to threaten the jurisdiction.  
Therefore: by the authority of the McKenzie County 
Commission, we do hereby order that the McKenzie County 
Emergency Operations Plan be put into effect and be 
promulgated to all appropriate entities in the county.  The 
plan assigns tasks and responsibilities to county and city 
agencies and establishes a broad concept for conducting 
preparedness, response and recovery efforts if an 
emergency or disaster threatens or occurs. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Frank Guzman, District Forest Ranger, has been in the district one year and 
reviewed events and projects and explained upcoming planning to be done.  
 
 Clerk of District Court Lanae Roos reported that the child support enforcement 
system is going pretty well, and that she has hired a replacement for an employee who 
moved away.  Her term as elected Clerk of Court expires January 6, and in accordance 
with a plan adopted, the position will become appointive.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to appoint Lanae Roos as Clerk of District Court in accordance with 
the adopted plan effective January 6, 2003.  All voting aye, motion carried.  There was 
discussion of sick leave and vacation, which elected officials do not accrue.  Tabled to a 
later meeting. 
 
 Extension Agent Dale Naze gave the Board a handout of program areas and 
asked the Board to give him any input they would have toward Extension’s 
reformulation of programs.  He expects that animal waste management will become a 
high priority and be highly regulated. 
 Chinn and Patten gave a review of the public meeting they had attended on the 
proposed expansion of the Theodore Roosevelt National Park.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the following: 
 

RESOLUTION 
Whereas the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, 
has offered a public road easement to McKenzie County 
dated November 15, 2002; and whereas McKenzie County 
believes that it already owns a public right and interest along 
and as part of this easement grant; and  

 
Whereas the public road easement offered by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service resolves any claim 
or controversy by and between McKenzie County and the 



U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service as to the 
road in question at this time; and 

 
Whereas accepting the public road easement from the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Forest Service is not an 
admission or abrogation of rights or conveyance from 
McKenzie County to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service, McKenzie County retaining all right and 
interest that it owns in, under, along and near such public 
road easement offered by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service, 

 
McKenzie County does hereby RESOLVE: 
McKenzie County does accept the public road easement 
referred to above from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Forest Service to McKenzie County for the reasons and 
pursuant to the understanding of McKenzie County as to the 
effect and conditions as set out above. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the following licenses:  
Eagles - on/off sale beer, off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Roland & Judy Dahl - on/off 
sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Jay Carr - on/off sale beer, on/off sale 
liquor, both with Sunday; and Golf Club - on/off sale beer, off sale liquor, both with 
Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve on/off sale beer and on/off 
sale liquor licenses, including Sunday sales for both, for The Big Opening, subject to 
completed application and payment being received by the Auditor.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Auditor Olson informed the Board that petitions have been filed for the formation 
of the Sioux-Yellowstone Rural Fire Protection District.  If enough signatures have been 
obtained, a hearing will be scheduled for the January meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to appoint Denton Zubke, Paul 
Wisness, Jim Pojorlie and Betty Weber to three year terms on the JDA board.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to make the following appointments to 
the Library Board:  Rick Lawlar to complete a term expiring 1/1/2005 and Louise 
Haugen to a full term expiring 1/1/2006.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Following lunch recess, fuel bids were opened.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Lawlar to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations 
for the month of December.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Engineer John Holter provided the Board with a cost analysis for the Route 1 
extension.  Kelly Hanna was present to request installation of a cattle guard on Route 
53.  There was discussion of possibly relocating one already on the route that may no 
longer be needed in its current location.  This will be checked on before the January 
meeting.  Holter has been looking at replacing a bridge on Route 13, but the road 
should be realigned first.  This will involve the Forest Service.  There is also a culvert 
failing on Route 16 just north of Cartwright.  This may be a place for the box culvert 
stored at the landfill.  Olson suggested that this is a Farm to Market route and money 
from that fund used.  The Mead Road project is finished.  Kostad is signing.  Holter is 
trying to resolve a problem with Mariner Construction for some of the work on the Route 
14 paving.  He is also waiting for a final bill from Franz for the Tobacco Garden project.  
Marvin Baarstad had shown Holter and Assistant Tourism Director Sue Johnsrud a site 
that is probably a Lewis & Clark site.  Ownership of the location should be decided 
before proceeding. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve a gravel/scoria stockpile 
agreement with Loren Reidle in the SENE of Section 19, Township 151N, Range 104W.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to take bids for a backhoe, no trade, on 
February 4, 2003.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson arrived at the meeting at 2:10 PM and asked the Vice 
Chairman to continue chairing the meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to appoint Michon Sax and Frances 
Olson as privacy officers as required under the Health Insurance Accessibility and 
Accountability Act.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to appoint Commissioner Lawlar to 
the a three year term on the Community Action and Development Program Board.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to appoint Commissioner Patten to the 
Social Services Board and Commissioner Cayko to the Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit Board, completing the terms of  former Commissioner Mjelstad.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported that due to changes in requirements for some 
prosecutions, the District Judges are looking at possibly doubling the number of court 
days in McKenzie County, up to three or four total.  The resolution on the Water 
Resource District was reviewed.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to adopt 
the following: 
 
 



 
RESOLUTION 

 
 McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners 
having convened on the 3rd day of December, 2002, and 
having considered the McKenzie County Water Resource 
District and having the Auditor check the past records and 
minutes of the McKenzie County Board of County 
Commissioners in the past, and determining that there are 
oversights and errors in said minutes and that the minutes 
have not reflected in the past that the McKenzie County 
Water Resource District was a duly organized body politic 
incorporated pursuant to the Constitution, statutes and laws 
of the State of North Dakota; and whereas formal recognition 
of the McKenzie County Water Resource District is 
appropriate and necessary and that although the minutes 
lack a record showing that such McKenzie County Water 
Resource District was duly organized as body politic 
incorporate, that the McKenzie County Auditor’s minutes of 
the McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners 
meetings show that on May 14, 1974, the Board of 
Commissioners appointed E.A. Denowh, John A Anderson 
and G.S. Linseth to the McKenzie County Water 
Management District and that the records of said District 
show that the named Board members held the first meeting 
on November 22, 1974; therefore, upon the motion of 
Commissioner Chinn, seconded by Commissioner Anderson 
and upon vote, the following resolution was unanimously 
adopted by the Board of County Commissioners for 
McKenzie County: 
 RESOLVED, that the McKenzie County Water 
Resource District is a duly organized body politic incorporate 
pursuant to the Constitution, statutes and laws of the State 
of North Dakota; that the McKenzie County Water Resource 
District and all of its previous and past acts of such District 
are hereby ratified and confirmed by the McKenzie County 
Board of County Commissioners as being duly authorized 
and appropriate; that the appointments of the various 
persons to the McKenzie County Water Resource District 
are here reaffirmed and confirmed; that the following 
positions and seats on the McKenzie County Water 
Resource District are hereby designated as valid and 
existing in the names of the following individuals: David 
Johnson, Chairman, Denton Zubke, Vice-Chairman, Doug 
Danielson, Matt Iverson, and Leif Jellesed; further that the 
McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners does 



hereby ratify, confirm and approve all past actions of said 
Board Members both present and past in relation to acts 
taken for McKenzie County by the McKenzie County Water 
Resource District. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of the Natural Resources Inventory Project.  A letter will be sent to the 
Forest Service requesting a copy of the listing of royalties acknowledged for the county.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar that the Board of County Commissioners 
authorizes Dennis Edward Johnson to prepare affidavits showing the legal description 
of McKenzie County’s royalty claims under federal lands as obtained through record 
search of federal archives.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 D. Lynn Blake, Parklyn Marketing, Winnipeg, MB, gave a presentation on E-N-
One, a patented roadbase stabilizer which has been used in Canada since 1993.  Stark 
County is using the product on two sections of roads. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn was absent from the meeting from 4:20 - 4:55 PM for a 
consultation with the State’s Attorney. 
 
 Sheriff Larson requested bids to replace Deputy Clock’s vehicle (177,000 miles) 
with a vehicle similar to the one purchased last year.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to accept bids for a ½ ton, 4 door crew cab pickup on January 7, 
2003.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 There was discussion on the roadbase stabilizer.  Anderson will talk to Stark 
County commissioners.   
 
 There was a discussion of “public copies” in regard to the copiers and printers; 
tabled until January. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:20 PM CST until Friday, December 27, 2002, 
beginning at 10:00 AM CST. 
 

December 27, 2002 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 27, 2002.  Present were 
Commissioners Richard Cayko, Rick Lawlar and Dale Patten and Auditor Olson; 
absent, Commissioner Chinn.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 10:00 
AM CST. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the bills as listed and to 
transfer from the Social Security fund to the General, Veteran’s Service and County 
Agent funds to reimburse the Social Security matches.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Chairman Anderson appointed himself, Commissioners Cayko and Patten, 
Auditor Olson, Treasurer Svihovec, Recorder Johnsrud, and Social Services Director 
Sax to a committee to develop salary guidelines.  A meeting was scheduled for 
Thursday, January 16, 2003, beginning at 10:30 AM.  It was also decided to complete 
the revisions of the Road policies that afternoon and to accept bids for a Sheriff’s 
department vehicle at 1:00 PM.   
 
 Discussion of a motion adopted by North Dakota Association of Counties for the 
County Employer Group in an effort to contain costs of claims.  Olson instructed to 
forward the email to all departments heads, informing them that there will be further 
discussions at commission meetings of what penalties may be imposed at the county 
level for failure to promptly and properly report ALL injuries, not just those that are 
critical at the time. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:15 AM until January 7, 2003, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 7, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 7, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Cayko to accept the pledge of assets as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved 
by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to designate First International Bank, McKenzie 
County Bank and Dakota West Credit Union as depositories of county funds.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.   Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the allocation 
of 2002 interest as presented and to retain the interest in the General Fund.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion on vacation and sick leave benefits for Lanae Roos 
as the Clerk of Court position changed from an elected position to an appointed position 
effective January 1, 2003.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to allow Clerk 
Roos 225 hours of sick leave and 18 days vacation leave.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 Veterans Service Officer Jerry Samuelson informed the Board of a program for 
gathering oral histories of veterans which would be submitted to the State Historical 
Society.  Cost of the kit is $300-500.  Consensus was to do this project.  Samuelson has 
also been working with the City of Watford City on its Emergency Management Plan 
and will hold an exercise for the City on January 23.  He has also been working with the 
departments to increase compliance with injury reporting compliance for the Workers 
Compensation County Employee Group.  There are currently two employees who have 
long term absences due to injury. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, on November 29, 2002, petitions were filed in the 
office of the County Auditor of McKenzie County, North Dakota, requesting 
the establishment of the Sioux-Yellowstone Rural Fire Protection District; 
and, 

 
 WHEREAS, Frances M. Olson, County Auditor of McKenzie 
County, has determined and certified that said petitions and signatures 
thereon comply with the requirements of the law in all respects and has 
designated January 7, 2003, at 10:30 AM CST, at the McKenzie County 
Courthouse as the time and place for a hearing before this Board on said 
petitions; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, at the time and place so fixed this Board met and gave 
opportunity for all persons residing in or owning taxable property within the 
above described boundaries to be heard regarding the formation of such 
district and the boundaries of it; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, careful consideration has been given to said petitions 
and the testimony given at the hearing; 

 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the establishment of 
the Sioux-Yellowstone Rural Fire Protection District would be in the public 
interest and suited to the general fire protection policy of the county as a 
whole; 

 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the District will consist of 
the organized Townships of Sioux and Yellowstone, including the formerly 
incorporated limits of East Fairview, more particularly described as 
follows: 
 Beginning at a point where the West boundary of McKenzie County 
intersects the main channel of the Yellowstone River; thence North along 
said West boundary line of McKenzie County to a point where said County 
line intersects the main channel of the Missouri River; thence Easterly 



along the main channel of the Missouri River to the point said main 
channel intersects the East boundary of Township 152 North, Range 103 
West; thence South to the Southeast corner of Section 36, Township 151 
North, Range 103 West; thence West to a point intersecting the main 
channel of the Yellowstone River; thence Southwesterly along said main 
channel of the Yellowstone River to the point said main channel intersects 
the West boundary of McKenzie County, being the point of beginning, 
consisting of approximately 112 square miles of real property;  

 
 AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT the County Auditor of 
McKenzie County is directed to designate a time and place for a public 
meeting of all electors residing in and owning taxable property within the 
above described boundaries for the final organization of the District. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the resignation of David 
Johnson from the County Water Management District and appoint Gene Veeder to 
complete the term, effective February 1, 2003.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to appoint James Jacobson and Curtis 
Sorenson to three year terms on the School Reorganization Board.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of what constitutes public use of the copiers and printers.  
It was decided that it should only be for copies or printouts of documents and other 
“public” information on file in the courthouse.  This will be added to the personnel policy. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to deny the application of Tammy 
Wilson for Abatement of Taxes on the basis that the current valuation is comparable to 
similar properties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of the City of Watford City using idle county trucks for 
snow removal, including renting, joint powers agreements, city or county drivers.  There 
was no decision on a policy at this time.  It was decided that the swimming pool debris 
was part of the Renaissance Zone disposal. 
 
 The Board reconvened after a noon recess to open bids for fuel per advertised 
notice.  Bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at 
all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer John Holter related concerns of LeRoy Defoe on the whiteware brought 
to the Landfill by the City of Watford City.  Defoe should work with the City first.  The 
bridge job by the Garden Church and the Route 53 overlay are scheduled for the April 



letting.  Kelly Hanna had received permission to have the middle cattle guard on 53 
removed, which needs to be done before the overlay.  Installation in the new location 
will be $1400.  There are some concerns about removing the sills intact.  Holter and 
Mike Dollinger will be attending a school on record keeping to the DOT by way of the 
Internet on February 3 and 4, 2003.  The Bredwick stockpile needs to be measured and 
the crushers are moving to the Reidle pit.  George and Greg Tank met with the Board 
regarding the dust problem by their place on Route 12.  The Board has been looking for 
solutions.  There was a discussion of possible future projects. 
 
 Auditor Olson requested and was granted budget variance to hire temporary help 
to complete the fixed asset project. 
 
 Cayko reported on the meeting that he and Chinn had attended regarding the 
renovation of space for the Upper Missouri District Health Unit and Williams County 
Social Services.  Projected move-in date is June 16, 2003.  There was also a discussion 
of the levy for the health unit. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on the various legal matters pending.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to issue a Quit Claim Deed for a parcel 
in Lot 1, Section 31, Township 151N, Range 103W, to Jerry & Judith Lassey, to clear 
the County’s title from an unrecorded tax deed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of legislation being introduced to reduce the number of 
counties.  It is the consensus to oppose this as consolidations should come from within. 
 
 Social Services salary information provided by Director Michon Sax was 
reviewed.  There was discussion on developing pay scales. 
  
 The meeting was recessed at 4:45 PM until January 16, 2003.  The salary 
committee will begin at 10:30 with the full board beginning at 1:00 PM for bids on 
Sheriff’s vehicle and road department policy review. 
 

January 16, 2003 
 
 The Salary Committee convened at 10:30 AM.  Present were Commissioners 
Ronald A. Anderson, Richard Cayko, Dale R. Patten, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, 
Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Social Worker Ann Tollefsrud, Auditor Frances Olson and 
Social Services Director Michon Sax (by telephone).  Commission Chairman Anderson 
appointed Commissioner Cayko chair for this committee. 
  
 Discussion centered on developing a compensation system that would be 
equitable for responsibility, training/education requirements, tasks, supervisory duties 
and other functions of a position.  It was decided to have each department head provide 
a uniform job description for each position in that department, with emphasis on the 



position rather than the current job holder.  Svihovec will get some information out to the 
departments. 
 
 The Committee adjourned at noon, setting the next meeting for February 7, 2003, 
beginning at 9:30 AM. 
 
 The full Commission reconvened at 1:00 PM will all commissioners present.  
Chairman Anderson presided. 
  
 Bids for a Sheriff’s Department vehicle were opened with the following in 
attendance: Sheriff Paul Larson, Chief Deputy Lloyd Clock, David Knudtson from OK 
Implement and Wayne Sanford from S&S Motors.  Bids were as follows: S&S Motors: 
for a 2003 F150 Supercrew cab pickup - cash price of $26,900, less trade allowance for 
the 1998 Ford Explorer of $4,025 for a net of $22,875; and for a 2003 Explorer - cash  
price of $27,900, less trade allowance for the 1998 Ford Explorer of $4,025 for a net of 
$23,875.  OK Implement: for a 2003 Dodge Ram 1500 - cash price of $26,491, less 
trade allowance for the 1998 Ford Explorer of $3,000 for a net of $23,491; and for a 
2003 Durango 4X4 - cash price of $26,491, less trade allowance for the 1998 Ford 
Explorer of $3,000 for a net price of $23,491.  Rensch Chevrolet and Buick: for a 
2003 Silverado Crew Cab - cash price of $28,729, less trade allowance for the 1998 
Ford Explorer of $2,000 for a net of $26,729.  Sheriff Larson reviewed the bids for 
conformance to specifications.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to purchase 
the Ford F150 from S&S Motors, with captain’s chairs instead of the split bench seat for 
an additional $420.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion with Sheriff Larson regarding the current staffing in his 
department, deputy appointments and cross deputization with the city officers.  Deputy 
Clock reported that he is getting information on house signs for use in the rural areas. 
 
 The remainder of the meeting was used to review and update the road 
department policies, including discussion on calculating salary increase from a set 
annual amount, installed cattle guards with no fence to them, and dust control methods. 
 
 Commissioner Patten left the meeting at 2:50 PM. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM until February 4, 2003, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 4, 2003 

 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 4, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Sovig, Tri-County Regional Development Council, presented information on 
the Lebsock loan.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the restructure 
of this loan as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Aaron Gilstad, meteorologist with Weather Modification, Inc, presented the report 
on the 2002 season.  There is proposed legislation in Montana that would aid that 
situation.  Funding from the state of North Dakota is expected to be about the same for 
the next biennium. 
 
 Bids were opened for a backhoe (no trade) per advertised notice.  RDO 
Equipment, Bismarck, bid a John Deere 410G at $77,187.  Tractor & Equipment, 
Williston, bid a Caterpillar 420D at $71,000.  Road Superintendent Koeser was asked to 
review the bids for compliance with specifications. 
 
 Following a noon recess, fuel bids were opened per written notice with Farmers 
Union Oil and Rolfson Oil submitting bids.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter and Assistant Dollinger were attending classes in 
Bismarck.  Koeser was present during a review of materials left for the board, including 
information on dust control materials and costs of application, road department job 
descriptions, application for demonstration projects, the new guidelines for county and 
township roads, communication with the Forest Service regarding three bridge projects, 
information on the proposed project on Route 12 south from ND 23, and right of way 
acquisition for the Garden Church bridge project, which will be in the April letting with 
the overlay on Route 53.  Gene Dahl, David Nelson, Don Nelson and Jim Leppell met 
with the Board to discuss the fencing and rights of way on the Route 12 project.  County 
will pay $750 per mile to have fence removed, $2,500 per mile for fence to be rebuilt, 
with the landowner/renter furnishing  the materials.  The County crew will work with 
them to minimize disruptions for farming and grazing.   
 Koeser has reviewed the backhoe bids.  As he needs to get back to the 
companies with some questions on the machines, decision was tabled until the March 
meeting. 
 



 Paul Linseth and Gene Pojorlie met with the Board regarding reports requested 
by the Department of Agriculture on the weed operations.  These are standardized 
forms and the information requested is all public information. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed matters pending including the natural 
resources inventory and a trip to view a model for a community entertainment center 
that would work well in Watford City.  Half the cost can be run through JDA if the City 
also participates. 
 
 Sheriff Larson updated the Board on deputies who have been limited due to 
injuries.  The Board is concerned about the safety of the officer and the public should a 
crisis arise.  Having city officers deputized would minimize liability issues if they were 
needed outside of city limits.   
 
 The matter of membership in Garrison Diversion Conservancy District was 
brought back to the table.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko that McKenzie 
County petition to join the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District. Following 
discussion, on a roll call vote and all Commissioners voting aye, the motion was 
approved. 
 
 Emergency Services Director Jerry Samuelson reported that the Watford City 
Fire Department has requested assistance with the purchase of handheld radios.  The 
Board asked that the Chief come in to a meeting.  Commissioner Cayko gave 
information on the new Sioux-Yellowstone Fire District and some of their needs.  
Samuelson reminded the Board of the tabletop disaster exercise to be conducted on 
February 6, 2003, at 7PM. 
 
 Lawlar reported that Ambulance Director Krikava had asked about getting the 
hepatitis shots through the local clinic rather than the Health Unit.  Auditor Olson to 
check the policies and prices. 
 
 The annual report for the landfill was reviewed.  There was discussion of what 
could be done to better handle the disposal of white ware.   
 
 HB 1145 regarding exemptions from the gross production tax was discussed.  It 
was decided to email the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties 
director that McKenzie County supports the bill as long as it is amended with a four year 
sunset clause.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute the agreements and 
easements for the rural water system at the Watford City Road and Bridge shop and the 
Weed Control shop.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to grant a right of way to allow water 
for a US Fish & Wildlife project to be impounded across a section line between Sections 
7 & 18 in Township 150 N, Range 96 W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to make a grant of $2,000 to the 
Heritage Alliance of North Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Lawlar agreed to sit in on Extension staff evaluations on March 25 
per the request of the Northwest District Office. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the abatement application 
of Roger and Barbara Davies as was recommended by the Watford City City Council.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM CST until March 4, 2003, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 4, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 4, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Commissioner 
Anderson was absent.  Vice Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids for culverts, 
cutting edges, bridge lumber and crushing with opening on April 8, 2003.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion on filling the technology position.  The salary range should 
match that being offered by the school for their vacancy.  Projected start date will be 
June 16.  Advertising and screening were turned over to the Technology committee 
consisting of Commissioner Cayko, Gene Veeder and Auditor Olson. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve a raffle permit application 
by the McKenzie County Archery Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ben Weltikol, Watford City Fire Chief, and Jerry Samuelson, Emergency Services 
Coordinator, met with the Board regarding the need for additional handheld radios for 
the Watford City station.  A decision was tabled for later in the meeting. 



 
 Robin Arnt, Watford City Parks & Recreation Supervisor, and Linda Svihovec, 
Watford City Park District Secretary, updated the Board on the pool project.   
 
 Watford City Councilman Kent Pelton introduced the new city engineer Rick Jore.  
They discussed making changes in the manner in which the City is charged for disposal 
of tires, ashes and white ware.  They proposed a flat annual fee for this service.  A 
decision was tabled for later in the meeting. 
 
 Vince Rettig and Joe Weber met with the Board regarding need for work on the 
floor in the old gym portion of the Lewis & Clark Museum.  The hardwood is buckling 
and becoming a hazard.  They had preliminary figures for replacing it with cement.  
Other methods are also being considered.  They will report again when the plans are 
more definite. 
 
 Darrel Dorgan, Executive Director for the North Dakota Cowboy Hall of Fame 
gave a presentation on funding raising and design to date.  He was accompanied by 
Evelyn Neuens, Jim Johnston, Dale Jorgenson, Gene Veeder, Vi Kennedy, Alice 
Signalness, Pete Fredericks, Barb and Jarret Johnson and Ron Foreman.  Following a 
short video presentation, Dorgan & Veeder reviewed the area inductees into the Hall of 
Fame.  Dorgan outlined a number of options for giving and requested the Board to 
consider a contribution.  This was tabled until the full board is present.  
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve a proclamation declaring 
April 6-12, 2003, as National County Government Week.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to designate McKenzie County as a 
hybrid entity under the provisions of the federal Health Insurance Portability and 
Accountability Act (45 C.F.R., Parts 160-164).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Commissioner Richard 
Cayko as the County’s representative on the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District 
Board of Directors, pending acceptance of the County into the District, and to serve until 
a successor is elected and qualifies.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed the bids received at the last meeting for a 
backhoe.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Tractor & 
Equipment and to also purchase a hydraulic packer for a total package of $77,800.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Holter reported that Landfill Operator DeFoe is currently attending certification 
school.  A free day at the landfill was set for May 17. 
 Holter reviewed other projects for the coming season. 



 
 A request from Human Services for installation of cabinets in the conference 
room was discussed.  This is a Human Services fund budget expense, not building. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a utility crossing permit for 
McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion regarding grants from the Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness and Response Fund.  It was decided to continue to do cost-shares on a 
request basis.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to grant McKenzie Rural Fire 
District $1,500 from this fund toward radios.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion regarding the City of Watford City’s landfill fees 
request.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to allow the disposal of tires, ashes 
and white ware for an annual fee of $1,500, with the operator continuing to keep a 
record of the materials received.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion on the request from the Lewis & Clark Museum.  
Commissioner Lawlar will talk with Mr. Rettig and ask them to get firm figures for the 
project as they will do it, for consideration at a later meeting. 
 
 There was a discussion on tax deed property; Lot 3, Block 1, Third Addition to 
Watford City.  It was decided to contact adjacent land owners to make an offer.  A letter 
should also be sent to the City as there are specials owing on this parcel. 
  
 Gene Veeder discussed the Technology position briefly.  He and State’s Attorney 
Johnson reported on the trip to Pinedale, WY, to view the community center there for 
ideas that would help our community. 
 
 President Tim Denowh, Vice President Jason Rau, David Lassey, Harold 
Schlothauer and Secretary Barbara Bauman reported on the newly organized Sioux-
Yellowstone Rural Fire District.  They met last Saturday to develop a budget.  As they 
will have no funds coming in for several months, they requested assistance from the 
County.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to provide $1,500 start up funds to 
the District.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Denowh also outlined new equipment needs 
and his efforts to obtain grants from various sources.  The District will be contracting 
with the Fairview Fire Department.  
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on correspondence from the State Auditor’s 
office regarding the distribution of royalty receipts.  There is concern that the federal 
government has incorrectly identified county royalties as well as mis-identifying re-
acquired acreage as public domain.  It was decided to have a joint meeting with Billings 
and Golden Valley in Medora.   
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:00 PM until the Medora meeting.  March 18, 20 or 
21st are possible dates that would work. 



 
 

March 7, 2003 
 
 The Salary Committee met on March 7, 2003, in the Commissioners Room of the 
McKenzie County Courthouse.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, and 
Patten, Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, Social Worker Ann 
Tollefsrud and Auditor Frances Olson.  Committee Chair Cayko convened the meeting 
at 9:30 AM. 
 All departments had turned in the position descriptions previously requested. 
 
 A grid of grades and steps will need to be developed.  It was commented that 
there may need to be different grids for the Sheriff’s Department, Road Department, 
Social Services and the rest of the county because of differences in the types of work 
and hours.  The summer overtime in the Road Department raises issues for setting 
wage increases.  The first step should be defining the grades, based on levels of 
responsibility.  After that, minimum and maximum salaries can be assigned to each 
grade and the rest of the grid developed.  Once the grid is in place, employees would 
move up the steps for the grade and when the top was reached, the only increases 
would be for cost of living.  The grid would need to be reviewed on a regular basis and 
the minimum/maximum adjusted. 
 
 There was discussion about percentage salary increases versus dollar amounts. 
 
 Commissioner Patten left at 10:30 AM. 
 
 After further discussion about the development of the grid, the meeting was 
adjourned at 11:00 AM,  with the next meeting set for March 25, 2003, beginning at 
10:00 AM CST. 
 

FOUR COUNTY MEETING 
NATURAL RESOURCES PROJECT 

MARCH 20, 2003 
 
 McKenzie County Commission Chair Ronald Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 3:00 PM MST in the Courtroom of the Billings County Courthouse, Medora, 
North Dakota.  Others present were: Billings County - Commissioners Jim Arthaud, Joe 
Kessel, and Jerry Redmond, State’s Attorney Jay Brovold and Auditor Sydney Hegge; 
Golden Valley - Commissioners Irvin Bares and Gary Ross; McKenzie County - 
Commissioners Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar and Dale Patten, State’s 
Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson and Auditor Frances Olson; Slope County - 
Commissioner Paul Brooks; McKenzie County Grazing Association President Keith 
Winter, Medora Grazing Association President Randy Mosser and Julie Goldsberry, 
reporter for The Billings County Pioneer. 
 



 Johnson and Winter updated the group on the status of the Roadless Initiative 
lawsuit.  Dan Hovland is the new judge on the case and will need time to review and get 
the status.  He has asked federal magistrate Karen Kline to give him an outline of all 
that has been filed in the case so it can go forward.  The motion to strike Steve Williams’ 
affidavit has been filed.  The process is almost up to oral arguments which wind up the 
case.  If summary judgement is not granted, it will go to trial.  More research will be 
needed at that point. 
 
 Winter reported that USDA Undersecretary Mark Rey will be given an opportunity 
to meet producers, both cattle and oil, on April 14.  He will be given a tour through 
Billings and McKenzie Counties and asked to take our part on the proposed 
management plan.  He will meet with the scientific review team on April 15. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Bares that the four counties meet jointly in 
executive session for the purpose of discussion with legal counsel of possible litigation 
regarding county royalty interests.  Statutory authority for the session is in North Dakota 
Century Code §44-04-19.1(7).  All present voting aye, motion carried.  Goldsberry left 
the meeting.  Auditor Hegge started a tape recording. 
 
 The executive session was ended.  No actions were required at this meeting as a 
result of the discussions.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM MST. 
 
 

March 25, 2003 
 
 The Salary Committee met on March 25, 2003, in the Commissioners Room of 
the McKenzie County Courthouse.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
and Patten, Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, Social Services 
Director Michon Sax, Social Worker Ann Tollefsrud and Auditor Frances Olson.  
Committee Chair Cayko convened the meeting at 9:40 AM. 
 
 Johnsrud and Svihovec had reviewed the position descriptions.  There are some 
concerns with uniformity of the various aspects of each position. 
 
 There was a discussion on assigning points to the various aspects of a position 
and developing pay grades from there.  Two positions that appear very different may be 
at the same grade, for example, because the education requirements of one may be 
balanced by the hazards or other special requirements of another.  It was decided that 
Johnsrud, Olson and Svihovec would draft a 15 step plan with minimum and maximum 
pays for the Sheriff’s Office, which was chosen to start as having more clearly defined 
grades, and which can then serve as a model or guide for other departments.  John 
Holter will also be asked to develop a 15 step grid for the Road and Bridge Department 
as they already have a "plan" in place. 
 



 Anderson and Patten left the meeting at 11:00 AM.  After further discussion on 
the methods and criteria for developing the grids, the meeting was adjourned at 11:25 
AM.  The next meeting of the salary committee will be April 29, 2003, at 11:00 AM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 1, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 1, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec gave her report and invited the Board to attend the State 
Treasurers Association annual conference which will be held in Watford City June 18-
20, 2003. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to allocate the Bankhead-Jones 
payment as follows:  to the Townships - value of federal lands times township levy times 
two; to the school districts - the larger of the value of federal lands times school levy 
times two OR resident students times $450.00, enclosing a notice to the schools that 
this increase in the per student amount is for this year only.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman presented the latest information from the State 
Tax Department regarding valuation of agricultural land.  The county is currently at 
106% of the state average.  The State Board of Equalization allows a range of 95-
105%.  There was a discussion of the effect of lowering the valuations.  Moved by 
Lawlar and seconded by Patten to adjust ag values downward by three percent (3%).  
Moved by Chinn to amend the percentage to five (5); died for lack of second.  After 
further discussion, all Board members voted aye and the motion carried. 
 
 McKenzie District Ranger Frank Guzman met with the Board.  There was 
discussion of the ATV problem at Horse Creek, the Forest Service’s role in local fires 
and the need to work out some road projects.  Guzman is to work with the Sheriff’s 
Department on controlling the usage at Horse Creek.  Some press educating people on 
the use of public lands and the designation of an area to use may be helpful.  A meeting 
was set for Tuesday, April 8, 2003, beginning at 2:00 PM CDT in the Commissioners 
Room at the courthouse to discuss the various road projects that cross public land and 
other maintenance.  Additional Forest Service personnel will be present and County 



Engineer Holter, Road Superintendent Koeser and Leadman Gunderson are to be 
present. 
 
 Jim Kuykendall and Larry Novak met with the Board regarding plans by the 
Alexander First Responders to change the location of and update their repeater.  The 
system they will install will fill in a dead spot for the County as well.  They are also 
looking to purchase three additional radios and will need to modify present radios for the 
new county frequency.  The cost of the entire project is about $4,400. 
 
 Myron and Darlene Wold met with the Board regarding a road into a rental cabin 
which they have built with Marna and Darius Frick.  McKenzie Job Development has 
been working with them to get “Big Missouri Cabins” marketed.  The Township board 
has been informed of the project but has given no commitment at this time.  There is an 
old road on the section line that could be shaped up and surfaced.  About three tenths 
mile at the end is off the section line.  The cabin has water, sewer and electricity. 
 
 Jerry Martinson, Tractor & Equipment salesman, met with the Board to discuss 
the current status of the two Caterpillar scrapers. 
 
 The Commissioners and Auditor Olson were guests of the Watford City Young at 
Hearts Club for a delicious noon meal. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Rolfson Oil 
Company also submitted a bid. 
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on the various projects, including the 
need for some hot mix in spots on Route 1 as well as a culvert problem, the settling of 
the culvert installed by Lower Yellowstone Irrigation near the beet dump at East 
Fairview, and the status of the projects on Route 12 and 14A.  Dollinger and Kostad are 
at signing school.  Holter was informed of the meeting on April 8.  It was also decided to 
have another meeting on April 16th to meet with some of the landowners on Route 12 
and to look at some bridge projects. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following variance to the 
Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and the west four miles of 
County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s McKenzie gas plant to the Montana line):  All 
vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A gross vehicle weight 
restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 There was further discussion of the Wold request.  It was decided to go ahead 
with re-shaping and surfacing of 1.8 miles of road and re-set two cattle guards, with 
Wolds providing materials for any additional guards.   
 
 After further discussion of the request, it was moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Patten to grant the Alexander First Responders $3,000 from the Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness Fund toward the repeater.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a paid-up oil and gas lease 
to Whiting Petroleum Corporation, Denver CO, for county interests in Section 6, 
Township 151N, Range 101W.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to execute a certification of 
maintenance of federal aid projects to the North Dakota Department of Transportation.   
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson informed the Board of recent drug related arrests, 
answered that the county must coordinate on road projects in organized townships and 
reviewed the presentation to be made to US Department of Agriculture Undersecretary 
Mark Rey at a meeting next Monday. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve Abatement applications #’s 
3680 and 3681 made by William G. & Audre Clifton as recommended by the Arnegard 
City Council.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Emergency Services Coordinator Samuelson reported on the recent flooding in 
the area. 
 
 Landfill Operator DeFoe met with the Board for a discussion of the recent 
memorandum of understanding with the City of Watford City for services at the landfill.  
Anderson will talk to City Councilman Pelton on this. 
 
 Engineer’s Technician Dollinger reported to the Board on the status of the 
dredging project at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.  All permits are now in place and 
the Forest Service will take the material for fill on their Lewis & Clark project east of the 
Recreation Area.    
  
 The meeting recessed at 5:15 PM until April 8, beginning at 2:00 PM CDT. 
 

April 8, 2003 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on April 8, 2003.  Present were Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Anderson 
called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM CDT. 
 
Also present were Frank Guzman, Curt Glasoe and Jess Ann Knutson, USDA Forest 
Service; and John Holter, Mark Koeser and Gene Gunderson, McKenzie County Road 
Department.  
 
 Glasoe presented the Board with a list of projects to be discussed and reviewed 
each one.  The Forest Service can use the County’s dredging waste from the project at 
Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.  The ditch cleaning on Charlie Bob is no problem as 



it appears it will stay in the previously disturbed area.  The Forest Service will be signing 
for the non-motorized areas, as well as other signs.  After some discussion on liability 
and responsibility for signing, Guzman offered to produce a briefing paper on the Forest 
Service policy and intent. 
 
 Glasoe pointed out that it is important to have paperwork recorded for the 
County’s right of way.  Surveys on a number of Work Project agreements have not been 
completed. 
 
 It was agreed to do some grading of campground roads.  The invoice should be 
sent to the Dickinson office. 
 
 Knutson explained Schedules A, B & C for road maintenance and reviewed the 
roads on them.  These schedules list the agency responsible for maintenance on the 
various roads passing through or accessing public lands.  It needs to be reviewed 
annually to update for changes, especially when the County obtains or establishes right 
of way.  The Forest Service is currently working on right of way plats for county projects.  
They requested a waiver of the fees for corner recordations.   
 
 Glasoe stated that the Forest Service does not now have any active scoria or 
gravel pits on the public lands, only a few stockpiles.  They asked to be informed of any 
possible deposits. 
 
 The Forest Service will be updating to a digital mapping system within the year, 
which will enable the maps to be kept up to date more easily.  Knutson at Watford City 
or Steve Volesky in the Dickinson office are the contacts for any changes. 
 
 Sather Dam campground renovations this summer will include re-doing roads, 
trails and the well, adding concrete around the toilets to comply with Americans with 
Disabilities Act and adding a loop with a toilet on the south end. 
 
 Following additional discussion on signing and cattle guard standards, the Forest 
Service personnel left the meeting at 3:15 PM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to waive the corner recordation fees 
for three projects to be surveyed by the Forest Service - 101 Road, Greenwood Road 
and the Charbonneau Road including the Jacobson bridge area.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Holter reported that the company he had contacted on a soil stabilizer to be used 
on Route 27 was concerned about the amount of silt there.  It was decided to go ahead 
with a hygroscopic study to know what we have there.  He also reported that information 
on a sugar beet by-product looks interesting and he will find out more. 
 



 Anderson had talked to Watford City Councilman Pelton.  They will pay for the 
ashes taken to the landfill and receive a credit for year to date payments for other items 
under the MOU. 
 
 Anderson had talked to Lynn Wold, Chairman of Twin Valley Township, about the 
road to the Wolds’ cabin and asked the Township to contribute one-fourth the cost.  
Wold will check with the other supervisors. 
 
 Anderson has also talked to Route 12 landowners and they are satisfied with the 
project.  The Board will begin its April 16 meeting at David Nelson’s at 10:30 AM CDT. 
 
 Cayko reported on a meeting with Williams County Commissioner Dan Kalil and 
the Game & Fish on the proposed land acquisition in northern Yellowstone Township.  A 
landowner across the river in Williams County is also interested in selling.  There are 
many groups involved in this acquisition.   
 
 
 The meeting was recessed until April 16, 2003, beginning at 10:30 AM CDT, at 
the David Nelson farm. 
 

April 16, 2003 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
David Nelson farm, rural Keene, North Dakota on April 16, 2003 at 10:30 AM.  Present 
were Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Olson, County 
Engineer Holter, Road Superintendent Koeser and Leadman Gunderson.  David and 
Donald Nelson, Gene Dahl and Brian Haugen accompanied the group on a tour of the 
roads in the area, stopping at several spots for discussion of the work to be done.   
 
 Following lunch, Charlie Krug, salesman for Johnston Fargo Culvert Company, 
joined the group for an inspection of bridges - between sections 26 and 25 in T149, 
R100; between sections 29 and 28 in T151, R 99; between sections 8 and 17 in T150, 
R101 and in section 8, T150, R102; and in section 6, T148, R103.  The group also 
inspected needed road work on a corner in the SESE of section 31, T151, R102 and a 
proposed relocation in section 13, T150, R103. 
 
 No official actions were taken.  The group returned to the Courthouse at 5:00 PM 
CDT and adjourned until May 6, 2003, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

April 29, 2003 
 
 The Salary Committee met on April 29, 2003, in the Commissioners Room of the 
McKenzie County Courthouse.  Present were Commissioners  Cayko, and Patten, 
Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, Social Services Director Michon 
Sax, County Engineer John Holter and Auditor Frances Olson.  Committee Chair Cayko 
convened the meeting at 11:00 AM. 



 
 Holter presented the grid he had developed for the Road Department using 
NDACo surveys and various other grids.  Other available grids were also discussed. 
 
 Patten pointed out that the three points to be considered in designing a grid are 
the beginning point, the highest point and the percentages for the steps in between the 
low and high.  It was decided that for each position, points need to be assigned for the 
level of responsibility, hazard and training/education required for entry level.  The total 
of the points would determine the grade of the position. 
 
 The next meeting was scheduled for May 20, 2003, beginning at 3:00 PM CDT.  
The meeting was adjourned at 1:45 PM.   
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 6, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 6, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
  
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She also requested addition of part 
time personnel due to increased work load with the Motor Vehicle licensing which has 
been very successful.  This was approved, with the budget amendment to be made at a 
later date. 
 
 Ryan Johnsrud reported on a project funded by a grant to the Tourism 
Department to develop displays for the new Visitor Center.  He is working with Marcia 
Hellandsaas and Gene Veeder and will be involving area youth to assist in developing 
the time line Ryan is establishing. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on the benefits that come to McKenzie County 
veterans in FY 2001. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 10:30 AM the Commission recessed for a County Park Board meeting, at 
11:45 for a conference call from legal council Connie Brooks.  Keith Winter was also 
present for this call.   
 



 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid on Rolfson Oil, the only bid submitted.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bridge lumber bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Wheeler Lumber, the only bid submitted.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids for cutting edges were opened per advertised notice.  Bids were submitted 
by Tractor & Equipment and RDO Equipment.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Tractor & Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 There was a discussion of the County’s possible liabilities for arsenic buried in 
the thirties.  Tabled until State’s Attorney could be consulted and additional information 
obtained. 
 
 Bids for gravel and scoria crushing were opened per advertised notice.  Bids 
were submitted by Sundre Sand and Gravel and A & G Construction.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Sundre.   All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the special permit 
application from the Watford City Golf Club for a wedding dance on July 5, at the 
Kenneth Mogen farm.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility crossing 
application from Reservation Telephone for fiber optic cable in Sections 12 & 13, 
Township 150 N, Range 99W; in Section 6, Township 150 N, Range 98W and Section 
32, Township 151N, Range 98W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Culvert bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Fargo 
Johnston Culvert for steel culverts.  No bid was received for concrete culverts.  Sales 
representative Charlie Krug explained that the prices are an across the board increase 
of 12 percent due to increased import tariffs.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar 
to accept Fargo Johnston’s bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Keith Winter returned for additional discussion on the roadless lawsuit and other 
issues on the grasslands. 
 
 Gene Veeder reported on the results of the bid opening for the Visitor 
Center/Museum/Commercial building planned by the City of Watford City.  The bids 
were well over the engineer’s estimate.  Veeder also reported on the interviews for the 
technology coordinator position and was authorized to make an offer to Tuck Sago. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolutions: 
 



 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $471,482.02 from Northern Improvement 
received in the bid opening of April 11, 2003, for Project SC-2753(054) was the low bid 
received. 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Northern Improvement Company the contract for Project 
SC-2753(054) and hereby authorized the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $189,380.65 from Franz Construction 
received in the bid opening of April 11, 2003, for Project BRO-0027(031) was the low 
bid received. 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Northern Improvement Company the contract for Project 
BRO-0027(031) and hereby authorized the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed legal matters with the Board 
including township participation in rural water, the arsenic situation, open range laws 
and the royalty inventory. 
 
 Watford City Mayor Dennis Bingeman and Council members Charlotte Schilke, 
Kent Pelton, John Hellandsaas and Alvin Wold and City Engineer Rick Jore reported to 
the Board on the outcome of the bids for the Visitor Center/Museum building.  
Discussion of why the bids were so far over estimate, what changes might be made and 
possible additional funding.  It was decided to have a committee meet on May 15 at the 
Courthouse to discuss all the options.  Anderson appointed Patten and Lawlar to 
represent the Commission. 
 
 Discussion on the scrapers.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to 
purchase an additional warranty for 24 months or 1500 hours for each of the two 
Caterpillar scrapers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Deputy Lloyd Clock discussed the destructive use of ATV’s in the Horse Creek 
area and the signing for 911.  He should contact the State’s Attorney for statutes for 
charging ATV users.  He is still working with the State and the 911 Association on the 



issue of putting 911 signs on state signs.  Owners in East Highland Acres have 
requested signs.  They will get them as part of the project. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on the various road projects.  
Commissioner Chinn left the meeting during the discussion on the needed fencing 
contracts.  Other projects included fencing needed on Route 14A and Route 12; traffic 
count on Charlie Bob; the bridges at Jim Jacobson’s, Greenwood’s; Safely’s, Mervin 
Johnson’s and north of Bergem’s.  City of Alexander asked to hire the County to install 
their 911 signing.  Holter will arrange for it.  The Landfill will be open on Saturday, May 
17, for free disposal.  It was approved to let the bid for the box culvert north of 
Cartwright at the June meeting. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Memorandum of 
Understanding with the City of Watford City for landfill services.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned until June 3, 2003, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 

JOINT MEETING - VISITOR CENTER/MUSEUM/COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
MAY 15, 2003 

 
 A joint meeting was held on May 15, 2003, in the Meeting Room of the McKenzie 
County Courthouse.  Present were: 
Ellinor Sorenson, Pioneer Museum Board 
Charlotte Schilke, Watford City Council & Pioneer Museum Board 
Dennis Bingeman, Watford City Mayor 
Dale Patten, McKenzie County Commissioner 
Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA and Tourism Coordinator 
Rick Jore, Watford City Engineer 
Kent Pelton, Watford City Council 
Neal Shipman, McKenzie County Farmer 
Alvin Wold, Watford City Council 
Roger Chinn, McKenzie County Commissioner 
Frances M. Olson, McKenzie County Auditor & McKenzie County Historical Society 
Charlie Mosby, WCCBA Board 
Ronald A. Anderson, McKenzie County Commission 
John Hellandsaas, Watford City Council 
Bill Liebel, Watford City Area Chamber of Commerce 
Glen Beard, Beard Construction 
Rick Lawlar, McKenzie County Commission 
 
 John Hellandsaas convened the meeting and asked Dale Patten to co-chair. 
 
 Hellandsaas reviewed the bids received on the Visitor Center/Museum project 
and reported on the various options considered to reduce the costs.  Funding to date is 



$300,000 from the City of Watford City, $300,000 from McKenzie County and $100,000 
from the Watford City Community Benefit Association.  Low bid was $938,000.  Without 
drastic changes, only $40,000-45,000 could be saved.  It would also be more expensive 
to finish some of these details at a later date.   
 
 The City of Watford City has spent $104,775 to date for acquisition, demolition, 
architect, legal, advertising for bids and soil tests.  A grant for $20,000 funded part of 
this.  The County has waived the fees at the landfill for the demolition debris. 
 
 Veeder reported that grants in the amount of $76,500 have been committed and 
are tied to the museum or the stump display. $40,000 would be lost if the stump were 
taken out of the plans, and this would only save $30,000-35,000 in construction costs.  
Applications in process include $10,000 for museum displays and $4,500 for the 
electronic information center.   
 
 If the project were to be downsized and rebid, the above investments would be 
lost, as well as the construction being set back as much as 120 days.  Then winter 
building costs could eat up any savings from rebid.  Delays in this project would also 
delay other projects in the Renaissance Zone. 
 
 Hellandsaas opened the floor for discussion.  Points made were: 
 
3. All three entities are needed in the building to make it viable.  There are big 

savings on staffing costs with this layout. 
 
4. Need to get closer to total cost including landscaping (some of which is in the 

contract) and paving and an allowance for overrun.  (City forces will do the 
retaining wall, Forest Service and Park Service will take care of the landscaping 
and possibly a sprinkler system.) 

 
5. Issues with Newman Signs need to be resolved. 
 
6. City and County would each need to put in an additional $125,000-150,000. 
 
7. Escalating costs were questioned.  Design details added without necessarily 

keeping estimate up to date.  Need for firmer costs. 
 
8. Examples of the Courthouse and Veterans Building fixes and additions being 

more costly then original construction. 
 
9. WCCBA is committing next 5 years’ profit to the project in addition to the 

$100,000, or about $10,000 per year.  This plus grants could cover overrun. 
 
10. City Engineer Rick Jore and County Engineer John Holter will be construction 

managers, which is a cost savings. 
 



11. The City is on the Highway Improvement plan to have Main Street redone in 
2005 or 2006.  This is 80/20 money. 

 
12. The City and County are lucky to be able to consider such a project.  Most 

counties couldn’t even think about it.  Because of the resources in the area, it is 
sometimes difficult to qualify for grants. 

 
13. Many years of planning and dreaming are now coming together. 
 
 It was decided that the special meetings would be held.  The County will meeting 
at 2 PM on May 20 and the City that evening. 
 
 Glen Beard left the meeting at 8:40 PM. 
 
 There was discussion on the requirements of taking “lowest and best” bid.  Beard 
Construction is $4,200 over Tooz Construction of Dickinson.  All of Beard’s sub 
contracts are local.  Tooz Construction’s qualifications are being checked.  Depending 
on what legalities there may be, it was the consensus of the group that Beard should be 
awarded the bid. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
May 20, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 20, 2003 as called in accordance 
with the provisions of North Dakota Century Code 11-11-05 to consider a request for 
additional funding for the Visitor Center/Museum/Commercial Building.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Treasurer Svihovec.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM CDT.  Public present were 
Neal Shipman and Steve Stenehjem. 
 
 Stenehjem encouraged additional funding.  There are economic opportunities 
from tourism for the entire community, including farmers; and educational opportunities 
with the museum. 
 
 Anderson updated the Board on the project status.  An additional $150,000 from 
each the County and the City of Watford City is needed to complete the project.  
Watford City Community Benefit Association has committed an additional $50,000 over 
five years, with the understanding that the free rent will extend five years also.  The 
additional costs over the original estimate came from several things, including more 
square footage, climate controls and architect fees. 
 



 Chinn would like to see the County contribute a set number of dollars, rather that 
a percentage of costs, which would be an unknown until completion.  Anderson pointed 
out that this project affects all the Main Street projects that have been planned.  Cayko 
discussed the benefits of promoting the western valley area’s tourism and history. 
 
 Funding commitments to date are: City of Watford City, $300,000 plus $85,000 in 
demolition costs; County, $300,000; and Watford City Community Benefit Association, 
$150,000. 
 
 Moved by Chinn to commit and additional $125,000 to the project.  Motion died 
for lack of a second. 
 
 Cayko expressed concerns for additional projects that will need county 
assistance. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to commit and additional $150,000 to 
the Visitor Center/Museum project.  Voting aye: Cayko, Patten, Lawlar, Anderson; 
voting nay: Chinn.  Motion carried. 
 
 Shipman and Stenehjem left the meeting. 
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on the Wold road project.   
 
 Patten discussed the Roads Analysis report on the Dakota Prairie Grasslands 
and reviewed the maps showing McKenzie County roads included in the study.  A 
response should be given to this report.  A map layer needs to be developed which 
shows the roads owned by the County. 
 
 Anderson recommended that any questions on the arsenic situation be directed 
to himself or State’s Attorney Johnson.   
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:08 PM CDT. 

May 20, 2003 
 
 The Salary Committee met on May 20, 2003, in the Commissioners Room of the 
McKenzie County Courthouse.  Present were Commissioners  Cayko, and Patten, 
Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, and Social Services Director 
Michon Sax.  Committee Chair Cayko convened the meeting at 3:15 PM. 
 
 Svihovec presented the matrix developed for the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s 
offices.  Sax presented information on the Williams County positions and pay.  
  
 A county-wide matrix will be developed with a low salary of $16,000 and a high of 
$36,000 for the entry level positions, increasing in $2,000 increments for 11 grades, 
each with 15 steps.  Department heads are encouraged to be fair in plotting their 
department positions. 
 



 The next meeting was set for June 5, 2003, beginning at 1:30 PM CDT. 
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June 3, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 3, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  Also present for most of 
the meeting was Judy Weltzin. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including some personnel policy 
changes proposed by the committee.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to 
change the wording in the second paragraph of section 603 Family/Medical Leave of 
the personnel policy to read: “Family/medical leave may be granted for a period of up to 
84 calendar days in a 12 month period.  The 12 month period shall be a period 
measured backward from the date any employee’s family/medical leave ends (or from 
the last date Family Medical Leave was taken by the employee).  Employees must take 
any available paid leave including sick leave, vacation leave and personal days to cover 
all or some of the family/medical leave of absence.”  Change to be effective June 1, 
2003.    All voting aye, motion carried.   
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to strike section 205 Probationary Period 
from the personnel policy effective June 1, 2003, and including any employees currently 
in a probationary period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the addendum to the 
Funding Agreement for Clerk of District Court Services for the period July 1, 2003, 
through June 30, 2005.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to consent to nine utility crossings for 
McKenzie Electric.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar  to appoint Dale Naze as County Pest 
Coordinator and execute a grasshopper control agreement with the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 As there was a cancellation on the agenda, Judy Weltzin requested and was 
granted the time.  She discussed a number of issues relating to poverty and economic 
development in McKenzie County. 
 



 Susie Keenaghan, Family Nutrition Program director for Williams and McKenzie 
County, informed the Board of program changes in the past year.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Cayko to approve continuing the in-kind support of this program. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud updated the Board on the project to convert filmed 
records to electronic media.  She had obtained quotes for also having aperture cards 
scanned as there are many more than the film.  In addition, the equipment could also 
scan the oversize plats and other large documents as needed.  Tabled until later in 
meeting. 
 
 The Board acting as the County Board of Equalization met with Tax Director 
Barbara Bauman.  Bauman reviewed the valuation changes from last year.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the valuations as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   
 
 The Board discussed needed GIS layers with Daryl Hochhalter, particularly as 
needed for comparisons with the Forest Service’s road analysis project.  There should 
be a meeting between the Forest Service, McKenzie Grazing, State’s Attorney Johnson 
and the Board at a later date. 
 
 Forest Service District Ranger Frank Guzman and Law Enforcement Officer Nate 
Card and Keith Winter, McKenzie County Grazing Association met with the Board 
regarding the destruction of resources in the Estes Coulee area.  A number of options 
were considered and these will be further explored.  For now, officers will continue to 
monitor the area. 
 Weed Board members Paul Linseth, Sharleen Thompson and Gene Pojorlie and 
Weed Control Officer Odin Heim were also present to discuss a leafy spurge program 
available through the Forest Service.  After discussion, it was the consensus that the 
Weed Board should work with the Forest Service to access the funding. 
 Guzman also left an updated copy of Schedules A, B, and C for signature. 
 
 Following a noon recess, the fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and 
Rolfson Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept 
the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations. 
 
 Orville and John Hellandsaas met with the Board to discuss plans for the section 
line road going north from Orville’s.  A trail and easements in Section 16 will be checked 
as a possible alternate. 
 
 Bids were opened for CP 2716(03), a box culvert on Route 16 north of 
Cartwright.  Bids were: Schwartz Construction of New England, $147,786.72; Onsite 
Improvements of Dickinson, $125,274.50; Ernie’s Concrete of Minot, $127,768.00; 
Franz Construction of Sidney, $124,977.60 and Oakland-Fisher Construction of 
Cartwright, $145,373.00.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of 
Franz Construction subject to review by the County Engineer for compliance with 
specifications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 County Engineer Holter discussed a number of matters with the Board including 
the need for notarized signatures on easements for them to be recorded, a section of 
Route 53 that needed to be re-worked during the overlay, and possible solutions for the 
bridge in Section 8, Township 149N, Range 97W. 
 
 Tim Denowh, David Lassey and Barbara Bauman of the Sioux-Yellowstone Rural 
Fire Protection District reported to the Board that the new fire engine that was a joint 
project of Richland County, the City of Fairview and the District has been delivered.  
They requested assistance for equipping the truck.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Cayko to grant $5,000 from the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund and $17,000 
from the General Fund for this equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Vince Rettig and Joe Weber met with the Board regarding work needed and 
being done on the Lewis & Clark Trail Museum in Alexander.  The work on the floor of 
the old gym is nearly complete and plans are nearly in place for moving the old Charbon 
School/Township Hall to the museum grounds.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by 
Cayko to grant $25,000 to the Museum.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Correspondence from JDA Coordinator Gene Veeder regarding the need for 
minimal road work to access and remove a cypress stump to be housed in the new 
visitor center was considered.  Veeder should coordinate the work outlined  with the 
Road Department.   
 
 David Drovdal, on behalf of the City of Arnegard, requested some assistance 
from the County road crew and equipment with a project to add to the number of pads 
for RV parking and access.  He should coordinate this with the Road Department.  It 
was also approved to allow the City to use clay from the next new cell at the landfill to 
upgrade a sewage lagoon for the City. 
 
 Daryl Hochhalter brought in a clear overlay of the county roads to compare with 
the Forest Service’s roads analysis project information which had been obtained.  There 
was a discussion of how this might relate to the roadless lawsuit and a call was placed 
to Attorney Connie E. Brooks.  Copies of the information at hand will be sent to Brooks. 
 
 There was further discussion of the request from Recorder Johnsrud.  She 
should contact the company and ask if the work can be done later this year at the same 
price, with payment after the first of the year on the new budget. 
 
 There was further discussion of the Schedules A, B, and C.  It was decided not to 
take any action at this meeting. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM CDT until July 1, 2003, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT.  
 
 



June 5, 2003 
 
 The Salary Committee met on June 5, 2003, in the Commissioners Room of the 
McKenzie County Courthouse.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, and 
Patten, Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, Social Services Director 
Michon Sax, and Auditor Frances Olson.  Committee Chair Cayko convened the 
meeting at 10:00 AM. 
 
 The proposed matrix with the current employees slotted into approximate grade 
and step was reviewed.  Before the next meeting, Johnsrud, Svihovec, Sax and Olson 
will rework this matrix, reserving steps 1 and 2 for new hires and Grade A for 
temporaries.  Steps 12-15 will also not be used for now, moving employees up a grade 
if necessary. 
 The next meeting will be called when this task is completed.  This meeting 
adjourned at 11:00 AM. 
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July 1, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 1, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT.  Also present for the 
morning session was Judy Weltzin. 
 
 Chairman Anderson informed the Board that a farewell coffee will be held July 
11, from 3-4:30 PM for Ann Tollefsrud, long time Social Worker. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec and Recorder Johnsrud were present for the election of a 
delegate to the state Association of Counties conference.  Moved by Svihovec, and 
seconded by Johnsrud that Olson be the delegate.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report and invited the Board and Olson to a 
pre-opening tour of the new swimming pool which is officially open at 1 PM today. 
 
 Custodian Fischer reported on a proposal from TempRight to enhance the air 
conditioning in the Sheriff’s office.  The current system cannot keep up with the 
additional heat generated by the extra 911 equipment and lighting.  The project was 
approved at a cost of approximately $4,400. 
 
 Chairman Anderson reported that the Department of Health had found nothing at 
the suspected arsenic burial site.  Results are not back on water samples. 
 



 Chairman Anderson reported that he, Commissioner Chinn and Commissioner 
Patten had authorized a payment of $800 per mile for installing and removing temporary 
fencing on the Route 12 job. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the pledges of assets as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Weed Officer Heim had contacted Chairman Anderson about repairs and 
changes needed for the Weed Control building.  It was decided to look at it over the 
noon hour. 
 
 North Dakota County Commissioners Association President Ron Krebsbach and 
North Dakota Association of Counties President Norm Andrus will be here on July 22 at 
8:30 AM to visit with officials.  It was decided to have a meeting following at about 9:30 
AM to discuss various road issues.  State’s Attorney Johnson and Keith Winter should 
be included in this meeting. 
 
 The Commission recessed at 10:30 AM for a County Park Board meeting, 
reconvening at 1:00 PM. 
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a change order on Project 
2753 for needed repairs discovered during the project.  Cost is $19,639.15.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed projects in the Road Department.  He is 
meeting July 14 with the Forest Service regarding the bridge near Mervin D. Johnson’s.  
The bridge project near Garden Church starts tomorrow.  There was a discussion of 
employee matters, with the retirement of Craig Wahlstrom last week.  It will be Koeser’s 
call how he is replaced.  A tentative project for 2004 is an overlay of the first five miles 
of Route 30. 
 
 John Hagen, McKenzie County Energies and Taxation Association, presented a 
resolution regarding the county of origin labeling.  After discussion, it was moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

County of Origin Labeling Resolution 
 

WHEREAS the McKenzie County Commissioners are obligated to protect 
the health, safety and welfare of county residents; and 



 
WHEREAS consumers of McKenzie County have the right to know the 
country of origin of food they consume; and 

 
WHEREAS the cattle producers of McKenzie County provide beef 
products of superior quality; and 

 
WHEREAS the U.S. congress has passed a law requiring country of origin 
labeling of food products, including that meat products carrying a U.S. 
label of origin must be born, raised and processed in the U.S.; and 

 
WHEREAS WTO negotiations are proceeding that may jeopardize the 
enforcement of the  
federal country of origin labeling law; 

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County 
Commissioners strongly urge the U.S. Trade Representative not to enter 
into any trade agreement that undermines the U.S. country of origin 
labeling law; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT any proposed trade agreement 
affecting country of origin labeling be made public to enable the McKenzie 
County Commissioners and residents to assess the impacts to the local 
economy and food sovereignty. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried.  Mr. Hagen also presented additional information 
regarding the North America Free Trade Agreement for the Commissioners review. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson was asked to check into the procedure for closing a 
bridge.  He reviewed several current  matters being handled by his office.   
 
 County Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser met with the Board for 
further discussions on the Road Department staffing. 
 
 County Water Management District Chairman Denton Zubke reported that the bid 
for Phase 1 of the rural water system has been awarded.  He explained some options 
for keeping several hook ups in the system, including an up-front cash infusion or a 
monthly subsidy.  Work continues on the planning for Phase 2 which would get water 
from the Fort Berthold system. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a utility crossing permit for 
Bartlett & West Engineering.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve raffle permits for the Grassy 
Butte Community Club and for the Grassy Butte Showdeo.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 



 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to make the following board 
appointments:  Weed Board - Phil Moen, term expiring July 1, 2007; Water Board - Matt 
Iverson, term expiring July 1, 2008; Park Board - Ray Mrachek and Lee Stevens, terms 
expiring July 1, 2004; Social Services - D. M. “Dick” Iverson, term expiring July 1, 2006 ; 
NW Human Service Center - Rick Lawlar and Della Braaten, terms expiring July 1, 
2005.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:15 PM until July 22, 2003, beginning at 9:30 AM 
CDT. 
 

July 22, 2003 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 22, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:45 AM CDT, after hosting North 
Dakota County Commissioners Association President Ron Krebsbach of McLean 
County and North Dakota Association of Counties President Norm Andrus of Dickey 
County for a short visit to the McKenzie County officials and courthouse. 
 
 Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser were present to review the 
personnel changes in the Road Department.  The closing of an unsafe bridge was also 
discussed.  Adjacent landowners and other users will be invited to the next meeting.  
Schedule A for the Forest Service Road Maintenance Agreement was discussed.  
State’s Attorney Johnson will review before the next meeting. 
 
 Social Services Board Chairman Jerome Lervick and Social Services Director 
Michon Sax discussed the shortage of personnel in that department.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to adopt a resolution a credit card 
account at First International Bank for the Road Department.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve a 911 services agreement 
with Missouri Valley Communications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported on a meeting held in Alexander recently regarding 
staffing of the county shop there. 
 The meeting was adjourned at noon until August 5, 2003, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
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August 5, 2003 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 5, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  Judy Weltzin was present 
for the morning session. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her financial report.  She and Robin Arndt also 
reported that the new pool is getting a lot of out of town use in addition to the local 
patronage. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the Treasurer’s report, 
payroll and bills as presented and the minutes with one correction to the July 22 
minutes, a motion corrected to read “Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to adopt 
a resolution authorizing a credit card account at First International Bank for the Road 
Department.”  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion on the July 22 request for salary adjustments in the Social 
Services Department.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve a $300 per 
month increase for Lisa Spravzoff for increased duties.  Voting aye: Cayko, Patten, 
Lawlar, Anderson; voting nay: Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson discussed a need for a review of the county’s drug/alcohol 
testing policies.  Air conditioning needs to be installed in the radio tower building to 
protect the equipment.  McKenzie County Ambulance has been paying the MDU bill, but 
this will increase with the new load.  Auditor was instructed to send them a letter to 
offering to assume MDU and charge them annually for an average of the current 
expense.  Samuelson asked for approval to purchase a good tape recorder for the 
veteran history project as he has not received a machine from the State Historical 
Society, which was approved.  Anderson said that Keene Fire Department needs two 
more handheld radios.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to provide a 50% 
match on 2 handheld radios and accessories from the Hazardous Chemical Response 
and Preparedness fund.  All voting aye, motion carried.  There was also discussion of 
the need to get all emergency radios on the new frequency.  Samuelson should see to 
this. 
 
 Jack and Andy Dwyer, coaches with the Legion baseball and Babe Ruth 
programs, informed the Board of plans being made to upgrade the ball field.  They are 
only in the early stages but requested the County’s assistance with dirt work.  Road 
Department will be consulted on what this would entail. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson met with the Board to discuss changes in the North Dakota 
Public Employees Retirement system that affect his department.  It only went into effect 
August 1st and more information is needed. 
 



 No public appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
budget for 2004. 
 
 Sue Johnsrud, McKenzie County Tourism Director, gave the Board information 
on a proposed Lewis & Clark Legacy Trail project, a walking path from the Tobacco 
Gardens Recreation Area to the Forest Service’s new Birnt Hills Overlook, and 
requested that the County be the sponsor for the Trail’s nomination for funding. 
 
 Ray Powell, Verlin Fossum, Ken Haugen, Kit James, Doug Nenow and Don 
Lindvig met with the Board regarding a recent promotion in the Alexander Shop.   
 
 The Board recessed at 12:40 PM, reconvening at 1:25 PM.  As no fuel bids were 
received, last month’s successful bidder, Rolfson Oil Company, was contacted and 
agreed to honor his July bid for another month.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by 
Patten to accept this offer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lowaine Gudmunsen and Bob Wisness were present for a discussion on the 
closing of an unsafe bridge on the section line between sections 25 and 26 in Township 
149N, Range 100W.  Various options were discussed.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

 WHEREAS, Each bridge built under the provisions of North Dakota 
Century Code  24-08-01 is under the supervision of the board of county 
commissioners, and the county shall pay the cost of rebuilding or repairing 
these bridges, and; 

 
 WHEREAS, The board of county commissioners has made an 
inspection of a bridge on the section line road between sections 25 and 26 
in Township 149N, Range 100W, and; 

 
 WHEREAS, This bridge on the county road system is deemed 
unsafe for public use by the board of commissioners; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED By the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners that said bridge is closed, effective August 15, 
2003, and that the Road Department will be instructed to prevent access 
to this bridge. 

 
 All voting aye, motion carried.  Other projects discussed included possible 
projects for the next five years and the rough cattle guards on Route 50.  Road 
Superintendent Koeser had received a complaint on a road being made muddy by a 
sprinkler irrigation system.  Auditor instructed to write a letter to the land owner and 
Lawlar would deliver it.  Keith Winter was present for a review of the presentation on 
roads to be made later in the meeting to Dave Pieper. 
 



 Dave Pieper, Supervisor for the Dakota Prairie Grasslands and Frank Guzman, 
McKenzie District Ranger, met with the Board.  Also present were State’s Attorney 
Johnson; County Engineer Holter and Keith Winter, President, McKenzie County 
Grazing Association.  The discussion centered on the County’s road rights under 
condemnation proceedings from the 1930's and the current lack of recognition by the 
Forest Service.  These rights were not looked at in the process of writing the new 
management plan for the Grasslands and other recent federal planning.  Pieper and 
Guzman pointed out that some of the requests from the Board are beyond their scope 
of authority.  It was suggested by the County that he implementation of the various 
plans should be stayed until the road issue could be resolved.  Pieper commented that 
their legal counsel would probably advise that the plans be amended at some point after 
implementation.  Johnson asked them to remember that everything that applies to 
McKenzie County also applies in Billings, Golden Valley and Slope Counties equally 
and to a lesser extent to the counties on the Sheyenne Grasslands.  There was also a 
discussion of signs being put on county right of way, for which permission had not been 
given.  Guzman will check into that.  Holter also discussed a some bridge projects that 
need to be done and the difficulty in getting a written decision for them.  The County 
needs to know what hasn’t been done or be given the go-ahead.  Regular discussions 
would be beneficial. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator and Deputy Sheriff Lloyd Clock discussed the signing.  He 
had a source for the signs.  He should order signs that comply with the current federal 
standards. 
 
 Engineer’s Assistant Mike Dollinger reported on the dredging project.  Lawlar and 
Patten will visit the site with Dollinger and Koeser in the morning. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle permit application 
for Blue Buttes Fun Days.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to reject the bid submitted by Cory 
Johnson for Lot 6, Block 1, Third Cherry Creek Addition to Watford City.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The 2004 budget hearing was set for Monday, September 8, beginning at 9:00 
AM with department heads and with the public hearing at 10:30 AM.  The department 
requests will be published as the preliminary budget. 
 
 Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten will attend the Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit budget meeting on September 4. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve an off-site permit for 
Jerome Carr DBA The Long X Saloon for August 22 and 23.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 There was further discussion on the Legacy Trail nomination.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Patten to sponsor the nomination.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Patten to amend the motion to include a $5,000 cap on county costs. On the motion to 
amend, all voted aye and the amendment was adopted.  On the amended motion, all 
voted aye and the amended motion is carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed his budget as he will not be able to attend the 
hearing.   
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 PM until September 2, 2003, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 
  

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 2, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 2, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 There was discussion on the Board’s recommendation to the Natural Areas 
Acquisition Advisory Committee. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson informed the Board of a statewide disaster exercise which will 
be held September 24th and 25th.  McKenzie County will be participating on the 25th from 
noon until 5:00 PM.  The County will receive $25,000 for equipment, $6,000 for planning 
and $1,500 for assessment of vulnerability to weapons of mass destruction.  The money 
comes through the state Office of Domestic Preparedness and the federal Department 
of Homeland Security.  More money may be available depending on the outcome of the 
survey, which must be answered on-line and is quite extensive.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Cayko to authorize the expenditure of grant funds for assistance with the 
survey.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Further discussion on the recommendation to the NAAAC.  Opposition is not to 
the sale of the land, but to the acquisition of more land by private non-profits and public 
agencies.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to go on record as opposed to the 
American Foundation for Wildlife’s proposal to acquire the Neu property in McKenzie 



County and the subsequent transfer to the ND Game & Fish Department.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  
 
 Craig Nelson discussed the amount of private work being done by the County 
that is not related to roads.  The Board will check with the Road Superintendent on this. 
 
 Robin Arndt and Linda Svihovec, Watford City Park District; Jack Dwyer, coach 
for Little League Baseball; Neal Shipman, and Roy Degenstein met with the Board 
regarding the proposed changes for the Little League field.  Some alternatives, including 
different locations, are being considered.  The Board would like to see a more 
developed plan before committing any in-kind assistance.  The Board did agree to help 
with topographical surveys. 
 
 Scott Swenson presented information on the new club house at the Golf Course 
and requested in-kind assistance for the demolition of the old building.  
 
 Frank Guzman, District Forest Service Ranger, updated the Board on a number 
of matters, including the road projects, signing for Non-Motorized, scheduled 
maintenance, burning coal veins and the work of the Scientific Review Team. 
 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed a number of items with the Board 
including the private work, old cattle guards on Route 14, demolition assistance done in 
Alexander, dust problems and the position that will be open in Cartwright. 
 
 Dale & Barbara Jorgenson reported that a culvert near their home is failing 
rapidly.  The County was not involved in the original construction.  They agreed to pay 
half  the cost of the culvert and the County will install. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter asked about a fall free day at the landfill which was 
set for September 27.  He reported that the dredging project at Tobacco Garden is 
completed.  The next road project is the dirt work at the Garden Church bridge.  They 
will be working with Lloyd Clock in October to get signs installed for 911 addressing. 
 
 The Board participated in a conference call meeting of the Natural Areas 
Acquisition Advisory Committee from 2:00 PM until 3:00 PM.  The Board Chairman is a 
designated member of this committee.  The committee reviewed comments received at 
the August 27 meeting in Cartwright and by mail.  Following a tie vote of the committee 
on a motion to recommend that the acquisition be denied, the committee will have no 
recommendation to the  Governor. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to increase to $5,000 the threshold of 
assets to be included in reporting under GASB 34.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to authorize a membership in Friends 
of Lake Sakakawea at the $250 level.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to  accept the bid of $4,000 from Cory 
and Rene Johnson for Lot 6, Block 1, Third Cherry Creek Addition to Watford City.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A quorum of commissioners if needed to attend the joint meeting of 
commissioners for the budget meeting of the Upper Missouri District Health Unit on 
Thursday, September 4.  Cayko, Chinn, and Lawlar will attend. 
 
 Chinn gave the Board information on the roofing project for the Old Grassy Butte 
Post Office, a county historical site. 
 
 County Engineer Holter provided handouts on possible future projects and asked 
the Board for input on priority. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on legal matters pending. 
 
 Jody Renbarger, West Plains Insurance, reviewed the 2003-2004 coverages and 
rates for liability, auto and inland marine insurance through the North Dakota Insurance 
Reserve Fund. 
 
 There was further discussion on the request from the golf club.  It was agreed to 
provide a backhoe and operator for demolition and waive disposal fees at the landfill. 
 
 There was some discussion of compensation packages for 2004 which will be 
decided at the budget meeting next Monday, the 8th. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 5:00 PM until Monday September 8, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

September 12, 2003 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 12, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM CDT.  
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed his budget requests with the Board.   
 
 District Ranger Frank Guzman and County Engineer Holter met with the Board to 
review the sequence of events when the material from the Tobacco Garden dredging 
was hauled to the Forest Service site.  There appears to have been mis-communication 
from the Forest Service as to the route to be taken and sites to be avoided.  There was 
also additional discussion on the signing that the Forest Service continues on roads 
which are partly on private land. 
 



 Budgets were reviewed.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the 
following resolution: 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of August, 2003, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2004 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 3rd day of September, 2003, together with a notice of such hearing 
on the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 12th day of September, 2003,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2004, through 
December 31, 2004, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 2003 2004 2004 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 84,420.00 87,770.00 86,967.00 
Clerk of District Court 134,619.00 130,631.00 126,756.00 
County Auditor 166,074.00 1655,15.00 161,989.00 
County Treasurer 89,610.00 104,860.00 102,220.00 
State's Attorney 85,530.00 100,280.00 93,580.00 
County Recorder 136,214.00 166,874.00 149,304.00 
County Superintendent 44,204.00 44,912.00 44,214.00 
Tax Director 51,935.00 54,150.00 52,393.00 
Technology Services Coordinator 46,803.00 44,458.00 43,009.00 
Custodian 69,962.00 76,510.00 73,483.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 67,200.00 67,400.00 62,400.00 
Building Fund 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Elections 0.00 169,000.00 69,000.00 
Landfill 68,228.00 67,504.00 62,229.00 
Workers' Compensation 9,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
WC Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 5,500.00 5,500.00 5,500.00 
Audit Fees 7,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 20,000.00 20,000.00 5,000.00 
GIS Project 25,000.00 25,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 25,000.00 25,000.00 20,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 20,000.00 22,000.00 22,000.00 
Telephone Service 4,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone System Maintenance 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Publishing, Printing 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Postage 12,000.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 



Copier Expense 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Computer Expense 53,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Miscellaneous 62,000.00 100,000.00 100,000.00 
Roads 400,000.00   
Swimming Pool 200,000.00   
Visitor Center/Museum  99,000.00 99,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
County Agent 29,000.00 23,000.00 17,000.00 
NW Community Serv. & Restitution  1,020.00 1,020.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,500.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 3,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 4,500.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 10,000.00 15,000.00 10,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
County Weed Control  150,000.00 80,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 28,141.00 29,269.00 29,139.00 
 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT 2,079,940.00 1,994,653.00 1,736,703.00 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY    
County Sheriff 316,845.00 333,220.00 327,745.00 
County Jail 131,120.00 136,720.00 134,360.00 
County Coroner 7,000.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 25,487.00 26,331.00 25,173.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,988.00 4,714.00 4,080.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 37,000.00 37,000.00 37,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 3,000.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $525,440.00 $548,985.00 $539,358.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $2,605,380.00 $2,543,638.00 $2,276,061.00 
 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
    
Unorganized District Roads 27,5000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 6,799,220.00 7,323,255.00 7,007,970.00 
TOTAL ROADS $7,074,220.00 $7,598,255.00 $7,282,970.00 
    
COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES 530,248.00 592,150.00 535,950.00 
    
Veteran's Services 23184.00 24189.00 23604.00 
County Agent 74284.00 80241.00 74850.00 
County Park 25650.00 25650.00 25650.00 
Public Library 95425.00 96885.00 95810.00 
Social Security 78245.00 81455.00 79250.00 



Water Resource District 49460.00 36660.00 31660.00 
Weed Control 255246.00 291654.00 221654.00 
Job Development Authority 83113.00 89955.00 80123.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80000.00 80000.00 80000.00 
County Fair 23700.00 23700.00 23700.00 
District Health Unit 55000.00 60900.00 60900.00 
Historical Society 8000.00 7500.00 7500.00   
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $851,307.00 $898,789.00 $804,701.00 
TOTAL COUNTY BUDGETS $11,061,155.00 $11,632,832.00 $10,899,682.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2004 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of August, 2003, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2004, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
3, 2003, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 8th day 
of September, 2003, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:30 AM , and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2004 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2003 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $884,640.00 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
 County General Fund  $ 0.00 
 County Human Services Fund  $ 268,657.00 County Road 
& Bridge Fund $ 0.00 
 Special Revenue Funds  $ 494,742.00 Unorganized 
District Road Fund $ 121,241.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Chairman Anderson appointed Commissioner Cayko to the Resolutions 
Committee for the North Dakota County Commissioners Association. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to cost-share 50% of a request from 
the Alexander Rural Fire Protection District in the amount of $2,782.50 to be paid from 
the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to enter into an agreement with the 
City of Alexander to provide assessor services through the office of the County Director 
of Tax Equalization.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM, until Wednesday, October 1, 2003, 
beginning at 9:00 AM. 
  



 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 1, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 1, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Denton Zubke, Chairman, and Dennis Edward Johnson, Attorney for the 
McKenzie County Water Management District, met with the Board regarding the rural 
water projects.  The MR&I committee has approved a $360,000 cost share for System 2 
in the eastern portion of the county.  Bids will be let October 17 for the portion of the 
project on the reservation.  There was a discussion of the best approach to obtaining 
the final easements needed for System 1.   
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept the resignation of Kent 
Taylor as the county representative on the Watford City Planning Commission and to 
appoint Rick Holm to complete the term expiring June 30, 2004.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reported that a meeting will be held tomorrow regarding 
the destructive ATV use on federal land.  
 
 Keith Winter reported on findings re:  easements on federal land and the 
mediation efforts last week on the roadless lawsuit.  All the easements need to be 
located and copied.  The next meeting is set for October 23. 
 
 Frank Guzman, District Forest Service Ranger, along with Dave Pieper, Dakota 
Prairie Grasslands Supervisor, updated the Board on a number of matters, including the 
Forest Service’s road number system, the signing, approval for three road projects - 
Charbonneau road changes, Greenwood bridge and low water crossing on Cherry 
Creek - and the coal fires.  They and the Road Department will be looking at a disturbed 
archeological site in the Birnt Hills site to determine how it happened and how to avoid 
in the future.  A white paper on leasing is being developed.  Once the roadless lawsuit is 
settled, the Plan will need to be amended and roadless addressed in individual 
management areas. 
 



 Following noon recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid 
of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on the various road projects.  
He also handed out a list of possible projects for discussion with the State at the annual 
conference next week.  113 people used the landfill on September 27.  Route 53 
overlay and chip seal is complete.  The bridge by Garden Church is done.  Ed Yadon 
replaced retiring Lloyd Lester in the Cartwright shop and has three good candidates for 
a new blade operator.  The box culvert on route 16 north of Cartwright will likely have to 
wait until spring.  A letter will be sent to change the dates on the project.   
 
 Weed Control Officer Odin Heim met with the Board for discussion of the 
changes that Board made to its budget.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on the roadless lawsuit mediation efforts and 
on the current problem with meth labs. 
 
 Chairman Anderson appointed Robert Pederson as a delegate to the State Fair 
Association. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the raffle permit application 
from St. Ann’s Altar Society.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the utility crossing permits 
requested for the rural water project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Olson presented information from Blue Cross/Blue Shield on suggested funding 
levels for calendar year 2004.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to keep co-
payments at the current level and not to increase the employee contribution in 2004.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to set the minimum sales prices for 
parcels taken October 1, 2003, as follows:  
City of Watford City, Original Townsite, Lot 8 Block 7 - $3,000 
Unplatted Watford City, IT 187 & N 10' of IT 178, Sec. 19 T150 R98 - $1,500 
Wold’s Addition, Lot 2 Block 2 - $600 
6th District, Lots 1-2, E½NW¼, NE¼, Sec. 31 T151 R94 - $2.000 
 
and to reduce the minimum sales price on parcels taken in earlier years as follows: 
 
City of Watford City, 3rd Addition, Lot 3 Block 1 - $100 
City of Watford City, Original Townsite, Lot 12 Block 4 - $100 
City of Watford City, Schell & Jarland Addition, Lot 28 EX PT IT 1148, Lot 29 Block 1 - 
$100 
Yellowstone Township, IT 182 & IT 315 in NW¼NW¼, Sec. 8 T151 R104 - $100 



 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:08 PM CDT until Tuesday, November 4, 2003, 
beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 4, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 4, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including a report on the interim 
committee’s work on the Motor Vehicle branch offices. 
 
 January 6, 2004 Sax, Social Services Director, reviewed staffing and salaries in 
her department.   
 
 No public appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices set at the last 
meeting. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that the initial part of the Homeland Security 
assessment has been completed and the County will be receiving $25,000 to address 
the needs assessed.  The most urgent is communications, then equipment. 
 
 Carol Kieson, Linda Svihovec and Ann Johnsrud, on behalf of county staff, 
requested consideration of closing the courthouse on December 26th.   
 
 Ed Simmons requested permission to re-establish an irrigation ditch in East 
Fairview which is on the county right of way.  Consensus was for him to verify the 
easement and proceed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to certify the right of way and to 
approve the Construction and Maintenance agreement with North Dakota Department 
of Transportation for project AC-SC-2730(055), over lay and chip seal on Route 30.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson and Auditor Olson left the meeting at 10:45 AM for a funeral.  
Vice Chairman Patten assumed the chair and Treasurer Svihovec assumed Olson’s 
duties. 
 



 Paul Linseth, Sharleen Thompson and Phil Moen, McKenzie County Weed Board 
members and Weed Control Officer Odin Heim were present for a discussion on the 
Weed Control budget.  The Commission would like to see four crews operating during 
the 2004 season.  The Weed Board can request additional funding and spending 
authority next fall as needed. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Hours for upcoming holidays were set as follows:  Closed all day November 27, 
after noon December 24, all day December 25 and 26 and all day January 1, 2004. 
 
 There was a discussion of the allocation of State Aid Distribution funding to two 
new taxing districts in the county.  It was decided to add the Sioux-Yellowstone RFD to 
the allocation but not the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District.   
  
 It was decided to continue with the collective allocation of Juvenile Accountability 
Incentive Block Grant program as in the past. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to cancel the following warrants and 
treasurer’s checks: 
 
Warrant      Date 
or Check #     Payee Issued Amount 
 
Replacement warrants or checks have been issued to all of the below individuals who 
have returned "Lost Check Affidavits" requesting replacement: 
165714 Marlene Sax 6/14/02 $   33.48 
166772 Northwest Narcotics Task Force 11/5/02 257.81 
167724 Florence L. Wegley 2/5/03 5.00 
168712 Horse Creek SD #32 6/10/03 1,683.15 
168717 McKenzie Co. Atmospheric 
 Resource District 6/10/03 487.97 
168930 Horse Creek SD #32 7/10/03 1,094.99 
168934 McKenzie Co. Atmospheric 
 Resource District 7/10/03 399.46 
169457 Lund Oil, Inc - One Stop 9/19/03 45.00 
14060 WC Police Department 1/28/03 35.00 
14074 Sylvia Erickson 2/18/03 50.14 
 
The below checks issued to the City of Rawson have been voided and receipted to the 
County General Fund: 
161592 City of Rawson 1/11/01 $ 17.99 
162301 City of Rawson 4/12/01 15.46 
163699 City of Rawson 10/8/01 40.80 
164400 City of Rawson 1/9/02 22.85 



 
The below checks have been voided and turned over to the State Land Department 
Unclaimed Property Division with the November 2003 report: 
159980 Leland Hall 7/7/00 $ 19.20 
13742 Michael Gerig 1/4/01 31.71 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permit request 
from Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to assign proxy for the annual meeting 
of Noridian Mutual Insurance Company to the Proxy Committee.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to execute a County Deed to the Three 
Affiliated Tribes for Lots 1 & 2, E½NW and NE of Section 31, Township 151 N, Range 
94 W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson returned to the meeting following the noon recess. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Farmer Union 
for all fuels at all locations for November.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Doyle Hagen met with the Board regarding cattle guards on the County Route 36 
in Section 8, Township 151 N, Range 98 W.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten 
to approve these two guards in accordance with county specifications.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Holter updated the Board on projects including a letter from US Fish & 
Wildlife regarding the Route 13 bridge replacement, postponement of the Route 16 box 
culvert until next year, 911 signs being installed, FAS projects for future years, and the 
archeological site near Tobacco Garden.  Lawlar passed on a request for a 25 MPH 
speed limit which was denied.  Mike Dollinger discussed alternates for getting water 
under Route 36 north of Watford City. 
 Olson returned to the meeting at 1:30 PM. 
 
 Communication was received from David Johnson regarding his representation 
of the County on the Friends of Lake Sakakawea board.  He should be sent a letter 
asking him to continue. 
 
  Chinn reviewed a project identifying Forest Service granted easements in 
McKenzie County 
 
 Frank Guzman, District Forest Service Ranger, was shown the letter from the US 
Fish & Wildlife and will do some checking into it. 



 
 Lloyd Clock, representing 911 and the Sheriff’s Office, discussed the 911 signing 
and the Special Operations Teams.  There was also discussion on the communication 
with emergency agencies and who is to be called first.  Moved by Cayko and seconded 
by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT FOR PURCHASING 
RESOLUTION OF ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

 
 WHEREAS various counties of North Dakota have entered into a Joint Powers 
Agreement for the centralized and coordinated acquisition and delivery of essential and 
optional services by participating member counties (hereafter referred to as the “Master 
JPA”); 
 
 AND WHEREAS, the undersigned county (“County”) is a participating member of 
such Master JPA; 
 
 AND WHEREAS, the North Dakota Association of Counties (NDACo), has 
secured the joint acquisition of the service described below on behalf of those 
participating members of such Master JPA; 
 
 AND WHEREAS, the County has determined that the joint acquisition of this 
specific service is in its best interests; 
 
SERVICE PURCHASED:  Special Operations Team Support 
  
  NOW THEREFORE, it is hereby RESOLVED: 
 
14. That the County recognizes the potential need for the services of a qualified law 

enforcement Special Operations tactical team by those various law enforcement 
agencies of the County that don’t maintain such a unit themselves. 

15. That it is not cost effective for every county and city to maintain such a team; 
however isn’t possible for those entities that maintain such teams to provide no-
cost access to their teams when needed by other entities. 

16. That the North Dakota Bureau of Criminal Investigation (BCI) encourages the use 
of qualified Special Operations teams in appropriate situations and has indicated 
it’s intention to support this joint effort by serving as depository of funds and fiscal 
agent for payments to agencies providing Special Operations team support to all 
law enforcement agencies within participating counties.  

17. That the County agrees to make annual payments into a Special Operations 
Fund to facilitate no-cost access to the Special Operations Team offering 
services to the law enforcement agencies of the County, when requested by 
those agencies and when the situation meets established criteria as determined 
by the North Dakota Attorney General pursuant to NDCC 54-12. 

18. That the County agrees to make the annual payment established by Attachment 
1 to NDACo, on or before January 31st of 2004 and each year thereafter.  That 



should the annual payment need to be increased to meet the actual and 
anticipated reimbursements for Special Operations Team support, NDACo will 
notify the County in writing by August 31st of the preceding year. 

19. That the County may rescind this acknowledgment without terminating the 
Master JPA, by notifying BCI in writing prior to October 1st of the year preceding 
termination.   

20. That the County accepts that if it terminates this acknowledgment, the full costs 
of accessing a qualified Special Operations team can be billed directly to the 
County by the law enforcement entity maintaining the Special Operations team. 

21. That NDACo shall notify the County in writing, and the County’s participation in 
this service will be terminated, at such time as there is no qualified Special 
Operations Team available to serve the County. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Williams County Commission Chairman Dan Kalil and Upper Missouri District 
Health Unit Director Mike Melius discussed the Memorandum of Understanding to be 
executed by the counties involved in the unit and Williams County with regard to the 
funding for the renovated building in Williston which will be shared by UMDHU and 
Williams County Social Services.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve 
the MOU.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of the annual compliance audits performed by the State 
Auditor’s Office.  It was decided to continue with that office. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson updated the Board on grasslands issues and 
participated in a conference call to Attorney Connie Brooks from 4:30 to 4:55 PM to 
discuss issues with the lawsuit. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:20 PM CST until December 2, 2003, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 2, 2003 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 2, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.   
  



 Chairman Anderson scheduled a final 2003 meeting for December 30, beginning 
at 1:00 PM CST. 
 
 Chairman Anderson called for nominations for board chairman for the coming 
year.  Chinn nominated Anderson.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko that 
nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Anderson.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson called for nominations for vice chairman.  Cayko nominated 
Patten.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar that nominations cease and a 
unanimous ballot be cast for Patten.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that our annual risk management audit had been 
conducted and that the county had earned a discount on its Workforce Safety & 
Insurance premium.  In addition, the substance abuse training has been completed.   
 
 Time was spent on the revisions to the road department policies.   
 
 Frank Guzman, Forest Service District Ranger, discussed a number of matters 
with the Board including the mitigation needed at the  archeological site near Tobacco 
Garden, progress with coal bed fires, seismic activity in the county, ATV offenses and 
road projects. 
 
 The Board recessed from 12:10-1:00 PM after which fuel bids from Farmers 
Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Keith Winter, McKenzie County Grazing Association, and State’s Attorney Dennis 
Edward Johnson met with the Board to discuss the accounting with the BLM of the 
county’s 6 ¼ % royalty acreages.  Both Billings and Golden Valley Counties were 
contacted via speaker phone and updated as well.  There is a concern that BLM may 
not be recognizing the county’s royalty right on parcels which were originally patented 
with mineral reservations to the federal government.  The counties feel that the royalty 
grant as settlement in the condemnations supercedes those reservations. 
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board on road projects and issues including 
the Jacobson bridge, progress with 911 signing, and handicap accessibility at the 
Fairview Bridge site.  Bids were be opened December 17 at the ND Department of 
Transportation for the Route 30 overlay and seal coat.  The box culvert on Route 16 
north of Cartwright is postponed until spring. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock reported that he will be meeting with emergency 
personnel after the first of the year to discuss the signing and other issues.  He 



presented information on a database management contract with Qwest.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute the contract with Qwest for database 
management and additional phone lines for the implementation of Phase I of wireless 
911 services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Clock also presented information on portable radios and telephones that would 
allow the dispatchers to receive while away from the radio desk.  Tabled for a later 
meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to make the following board 
appointments:  David Sanford, Matt Iverson and Gary Thorson to terms ending January 
1, 2007, on the Job Development Authority board; Gena Rolfsrud to a term ending 
January 1, 2007, on the County Library board; Donald Anderson to a term ending 
January 1, 2007, on the School Reorganization board; Wallace Johnson to a term 
ending October 1, 2008, on the Housing Authority board; and Tanja Wold to a term 
ending January 1, 2009, on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit board.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the contract to provide 
computer service and support to Dunn County which was previously approved by Dunn 
County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the raffle permit 
applications of the East Fairview School and the Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the following licenses:  
Eagles - on/off sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Roland & Judy Dahl - 
on/off sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Jay Carr - on/off sale beer, on/off 
sale liquor, both with Sunday; and Watford City Golf Club - on/off sale beer, on sale 
liquor, both with Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 After completing the review of the road policy, the meeting recessed at 5:40 PM, 
until December 30, 2003, beginning at 1:00 PM. 
 
 

December 30, 2003 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 30, 2003.  Present were 
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Vice Chairman 
Patten presided in the absence of Chairman Anderson and called the meeting to order 
at 1:04 PM. 
 
 Former Commissioner Harold Rolfsrud greeted the Board briefly. 
 
 Donald Nelson informed the Board, via speaker phone, of proposed rule changes 
concerning the bonding requirements for mineral exploration.  There will be a hearing 



on January 5 in Bismarck.  He thanked the Board for adopting a resolution on Country 
of Origin Labeling and asked them to consider a resolution on the Free Trade 
Agreement. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the bills as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve an on/off sale beer and 
on/off sale liquor licenses, both with Sunday permit, for The Big Opening.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko reported on the Southwest Association of Counties meeting in Dickinson 
the previous evening.  Lawlar had also attended.  Topics included legislative update, 
HAVA, group insurance, county extension, changing classification of ag land used for 
recreational purposes, Homeland Security, and mutual aid agreements.  Stark County 
assumed chairman and secretary duties. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the abatement of taxes on 
property donated to the City (IT’s 357,358, 359, and 1835 and part of IT 1834 in Lots 7 
& 8, Block 4, 2nd Add. To Watford City) for the exempt portion of year.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept an offer of $1,500, the 
minimum sales price, from the Ralph Hayford Estate for IT 187 & N 10' of IT 178, 
Unplatted Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to make the following transfers:  From 
General to Weed - $110,000 and from Social Security to General - $70,529.88; to 
Veterans Service - $1,342.08; to County Agent - $1,735.94; total of $73,607.90.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn reported on the meeting in Billings with the Bureau of Land Management 
regarding the county’s royalty rights.  BLM will be reviewing the information presented.  
Keith Winter and Jim Arthaud also were present at that meeting.  Chinn also reported 
on a meeting in Washington, DC, with U.S. Department of Agriculture officials regarding 
the roadless lawsuit.  Attending that meeting were Wayne Stenehjem, Lance Gaebe, 
Keith Winter, Connie Brooks and Dennis Edward Johnson. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to adjourn at 2:55 PM until January 6, 
2004 beginning at 9:00 AM CST.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

January 6, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 6, 2004.  Present were 



Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Lawlar to approve Dakota West Credit Union, First International Bank & Trust and 
McKenzie County Bank as depositories for county funds and to accept the pledges of 
assets presented from same.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dawn Bonner, President of the North Dakota Coalition for Homeless People, 
presented information on the programs and requested $500 to help fund a project 
coordinator position.  
 
 Chinn reported on a meeting that he and Jim Arthaud, Billings County 
Commissioner, had with the BLM in Billings regarding the counties’ royalty rights.  More 
information will be sent to that office. 
 
 Michon Sax, County Social Services Director, requested reconsideration of 
compensation set for one position in her office. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to grant $500 to the ND Coalition for 
Homeless People.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Lawlar, Cayko; voting nay:  Chinn, Patten; 
motion carried. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, gave the Board a handout on projects 
completed in 2003 and planned for 2004;  discussed the trail in the Tobacco Garden 
Recreation area, archeological site considerations, and oil & gas activity; and 
announced that Gail Kimble has been named Regional Forester and mentioned a 
meeting of district rangers in Region 1 to be held in Medora in April and a grasslands 
managers’ meeting in Watford City in mid-May. 
 
 Reinhard Hauck and Bob Schettler, Killdeer Ambulance Squad, met with the 
Board regarding an arrangement under 911 for first response in an area east and south 
of Grassy Butte.  They are in the beginning stages of financing a new ambulance and 
requested a grant, no amount specified. 
 
 Following the noon recess, fuel bids were opened.  Only one bid was submitted.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

Whereas, the 1973 North Dakota Legislative assembly amended and 
reenacted Section 61-16-05 of the North Dakota Century Code ordering all 



land in North Dakota to be in a water management district by July 1, 1974 
(1973 Session Laws, Chapter 500, Section 2), and further established that 
these districts were to be governmental agencies and bodies politic and 
corporate, and,  

 
Whereas, the record of the Official Proceedings show that on May 14, 
1974, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners appointed E.A. 
Denowh, John A Anderson and G.S. Linseth to the McKenzie County 
Water Management District and the records of said District show that the 
named Board members held the first meeting on November 22, 1974, and, 

 
Whereas, appropriate papers were filed with the Office of the North 
Dakota Secretary of State for said Water Management District, and that 
the records of that office continue to show this entity as named, and, 

 
Whereas, the 1981 North Dakota Legislative assembly amended and 
reenacted Section 61-16-05 and other applicable sections replacing the 
term “Management” with the term “Resource” (1981 Session Laws, 
Chapter 632, Section 3 and following), and, 

 
Whereas, appropriate papers were not refiled with the office of the North 
Dakota Secretary of State noting the change, 

 
Now therefore be it resolved that effective immediately the McKenzie 
County Water Management District shall be designated as the McKenzie 
County Water Resource District; that proper paperwork be filed with the 
office of the Secretary of State; that, as appropriate, the District will be 
recognized by either designation; and that from this date hence the legal 
name of the entity shall be the McKenzie County Water Resource District. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Robin Arndt and Linda Svihovec reported on the summer’s activity at the Water 
Park.  Usage was very high by people in the county as well as many from out of the 
county. 
 
 Keith Winter, McKenzie County Grazing Association, and State’s Attorney 
Johnson reported on the mediation meeting in Washington, DC, with USDA officials.  
Johnson also reported that the Grasslands Management Plan appeals may soon be 



settled and asked that someone from the Board be authorized to act is needed before 
another meeting.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to authorize Chinn and 
Patten to decide if the County should make further appeal or object to the settlement 
when it is announced.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Johnson also reviewed the current status of the effort to have all the County’s 
royalty interests identified to and recognized by the BLM.  He also suggested that 
Winter and Chinn should have some additional compensation for the time they have 
spent and will spend on the project.  At this point, a tract index needs to be developed. 
 After Winter left, Johnson reviewed the current status of the motorcycle and 4 
wheeler problems on the grasslands. 
 
 County Engineer Holter updated the Board of projects including progress and 
problems with the 911 signing and the bridge projects.  Moved by Cayko and seconded 
by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $417,762.22 from Bechtold 
Paving, Inc. received in the bid opening of December 17, 2003, for Project 
AC-SC-2730(055) was the low bid received; and 

 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable;  

 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of 
Commissioners of McKenzie County will award to Bechtold Paving, Inc. 
the contract for Project AC-SC-2730(055) and hereby authorizes the 
Chairman of the Board to sign said contract.  

 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation for any payments made under this 
contract which are not collectible from  the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to institute a $2,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and conviction of persons vandalizing/destroying 
county signs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Cayko asked Holter to check with the Department of Transportation about their 
plans for Highway 200, especially the railroad crossing near the state line.  The road is 



receiving heavy use and is deteriorating.  Who would be the best person to send a letter 
on this situation? 
 
 There was further discussion on the request from Social Services Director Sax.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar that effective September 1, 2004, the 
compensation of Lisa Spravzoff be increased to a total of $3,100 per month.  Voting 
aye:  Patten, Anderson, Lawlar; voting nay:  Chinn, Cayko; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the resignation of Phil Moen 
from the County Weed Control Board and appoint Kent Pedersen to complete the term 
which will expire July 1, 2007.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There will be another meeting on January 20.  Auditor will arrange a presentation 
on real property assessment, budgeting and taxation.  The road policy will be given a 
final review and the Commissioners will meet with the Social Services Board for a 
review of programs. 
 
 The March meeting was scheduled for Thursday, March 4th, due to the 
anticipated absence of two commissioners for National Association of Counties 
meetings in Washington, DC. 
 
 There was a discussion of forming a committee to plan for the celebration of the 
County’s centennial in 2005.  Tabled to January 20. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:20 PM until January 20, 2004, beginning at 10:00 AM 
CST.  
 

January 20, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 20, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson convened the meeting in the Commission Room at 10:00 AM and 
then all moved to the County Social Services Board room for a presentation jointly with 
that board.  Present there were Board members Jerome Lervick, Barbara Bauman and 
Nancy Rolfsrud, Director Michon Sax, Social Work Supervisor Lisa Spravzoff, Eligibility 
Supervisor Cheryl Bowker and Social Worker Cheryl Des Montaignes.    
 Sax gave a handout with an overview of the services and operations of Social 
Services.  



 
 Spravzoff gave an overview of the Child Protection Services, including all that 
happens from the time a call is received until the case is resolved, reviewing the many 
variables for assessment, treatment and resolution.  She emphasized that the goal is to 
work with families to make an improvement for everyone, but the priority is to protect the 
child.  Follow-up and the paperwork are very time-consuming. 
 
 Bowker gave an overview of the eligibility side.  Other workers are JoLynn 
Pelton, Karen Holte and Kristy Roles.  Most of the programs they deal with are federally 
mandated.  In addition to being familiar with the requirements of the various programs, 
the workers must have good people skills as the clients usually have many problems 
and emotions with which to deal.  They also have to deal with the court system and 
understand its operations.  She commented that is vital to have the computer link to the 
state operational at all times, especially when there are deadlines, as it can affect the 
timeliness of clients receiving needed services.  She also handed out applications and 
brochures on some of the programs and asked that everyone encourage people who 
qualify to access the programs. 
 
 After noon recess from 12:15-1:15 PM, the Board reconvened in the Commission 
room with County Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser for another review 
of the Road Department policies.  Final changes will be made and emailed to the Board 
for review before the next meeting. 
 There was a discussion about the condition of ND Highway 200 between 
Alexander and Fairview.  As it deteriorates, traffic will shift to ND 58 and 1806, which 
were not designed for heavy traffic.  Cayko and Holter to draft a letter to be shared with 
Dan Kalil, Williams County Commissioner, before the next meeting.   
 Holter had additional information on attaching our 911 signs to the state sign 
posts.  The consensus was to go ahead by the state standard. 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman gave a presentation on the valuation  portion of 
the tax assessment process.  Auditor Olson discussed budgeting, setting mill levies, 
generating tax statements and the various reports that are available.  Treasurer Linda 
Svihovec presented an overview of the collection/apportionment process and the 
various non-tax revenues. 
 
 Keith Winter was asked to the meeting to discuss various aspects of the Natural 
Resources Inventory Project and the current status of the lawsuit. 
 
 Anderson informed the Board of a meeting to be held January 22, 2004, at 7:00 
PM, in the Courthouse Meeting Room. 



 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:55 PM CST until February 3, 2004, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

January 22, 2004 
 Commissioners Anderson, Lawlar and Patten were present at a meeting of 
various emergency agencies called by E911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock and Emergency 
Services Manager Jerry Samuelson.  Agencies represented were McKenzie County 
Ambulance, McKenzie County Fire, Keene Fire, Arnegard Fire, Alexander First 
Responders, Sioux-Yellowstone Fire, McKenzie County  Dispatch, McKenzie County 
Memorial Hospital, Watford City Police Department, National Park Service, ND Highway 
Patrol, Fairview Ambulance and Williams County Emergency Services. 
 
 Clock reviewed the 911 signing and a variety of maps available, asking the 
agencies what would be most useful for them.  He also wants to develop a good 
database of the capabilities of each agency and handed out surveys to be returned. 
 
 Samuelson reported on the Homeland Security Grant.  The assessment of 
response capability has been completed and the planning for how best to prepare each 
agency is beginning.  Included in this was a discussion of the radio needs of the various 
agencies.  There was discussion of the dead spots for radio coverage which were not 
covered with the addition of towers near Sather Dam and Keene.  Small repeaters like 
State Radio uses may be a solution.  The value of cell phones is limited also because of 
coverage from the present towers. 
 
 There were questions about which agency is to be the first called to a location.  
Clock stated that this is the reason for asking for capabilities of each department, so 
that the most effective dispatch can be made.  The need for good communications 
between the field and dispatch was emphasized.  The Homeland Security grants could 
be used for more training for everyone.   
 
 Clock explained the principles of the state wide addressing system.  He asked 
that if local people know of trails that are usually passable to save distance in 
emergencies to let him know so they can go on the maps. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM. 

February 3, 2004 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 3, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including the interest allocation.  
Following discussion, the consensus was to accept the allocation of 2003 interest as 
presented and to retain the interest in the General Fund. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes, treasurer’s 
report and payroll.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Emergency Services Coordinator Jerry Samuelson reported that the County will 
be receiving funding in the next three months from the Homeland Security program for 
training and equipment ($176,000),  and law enforcement ($36,000).  We have already 
received $25,000 and need to submit a spending plan. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn left the meeting for a few minutes to confer with the 
Recorder’s office on work they are doing on the Natural Resources Inventory project. 
 
 Tim Denowh, president of the Sioux-Yellowstone Rural Fire District and Fairview 
Department Chief, invited the Commissioners and Auditor and spouses to a supper at 
the fire hall on February 17.  He thanked the Board for the quick response from the 
Road department when roads were blocked and an ambulance was needed in his area. 
 
 Aaron Gilstad, meteorologist with Weather Modification, Inc., presented the 
annual report for the Weather Modification program.  Also present were Atmospheric 
Resources Board members Orville Hellandsaas, Gary Levang, Sandra Flynn and Bob 
Cross.  They are still working with Montana for a corridor.  This summer they will be 
using electronic record keeping devices in all units.  These were successfully tested in 
two units during the 2003 season.  The proposed budget is subject to change as the 
contracts have not yet been bid for the next three years.  There is renewed interest in 
Burleigh and Morton Counties.  They would likely be made part of District 2 because 
aircraft could be most beneficially placed for all counties with that configuration.  The 
aircraft based in Sidney previously will be moved to Watford City for the 2004 season. 
  
 Three Affiliated Tribes officials met with the Board regarding the water service 
agreement for System 2 and a solid waste agreement.  Present were Paul Danks, 
Natural Resources Director; Patty Jo Thomas, Environmental Manager-Solid Waste; 



Jerry Nagel, Solid Waste Project Manager and Steve Kelly, Tribal Attorney.  Also 
present were Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder, McKenzie County Waters Resources 
Board, State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson and Dale Swenson, McKenzie County 
Farmer.  Kelly reviewed the history and current status of the two agreements.  The 
Tribes would like the same provisions for dispute settlement in both agreements.  The 
solid waste agreement had been proposed a few years ago, but had not been 
completed due to the death of the Tribal attorney who was working on it at that time.  
 Thomas reviewed the amounts and frequencies of the waste hauling expected to 
the county landfill.  She also stated that this is needed only on a temporary basis as 
they will be building a new landfill to comply with federal standards. 
 Kelly reviewed the dispute provision of the water service agreement and there 
was discussion of which agency would serve as mediator on the solid waste agreement.  
Indian Health Services was suggested.   
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko that pending final approval, the Solid 
Waste Agreement should contain a dispute settlement clause similar to that in the 
Water Service Agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Marvin Geise updated the Board on Forest Service matters from the McKenzie 
Ranger District.  He handed out the results of the January 27 oil & gas leasing auction.  
There will be another auction in a couple months.  They are reviewing the biological 
assessment for the Charboneau road project.  As the Forest Service hasn’t developed 
any plans in the past for low water crossings, County Engineer Holter should work with 
their engineers to develop a fish passage for the Johnson project.  Jess Ann Knutson is 
finishing up the paperwork on the Greenwood bridge.  No decision was made on who 
should obtain easements from the state in section 36, TWP 148 RNG 101.  A permit to 
drill has been requested in section 1, TWP 147 RNG 101 and the above easement 
would be necessary to access that well.  The Board stated that wording changes are 
needed before Schedule A can be discussed.  State’s Attorney Johnson reported on the 
charges being brought for damages by four-wheelers. 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids submitted by Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers 
Union Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept 
the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer reported that he and Commissioner Cayko had drafted a letter 
to the North Dakota Department of Transportation regarding the condition of ND 200.  
He is to email it to Auditor Olson to be put on Commission letterhead.  He also reported 
that DOT is working on the railroad crossing in ND 200 near Fairview.  Holter reviewed 
the current status of the Jacobson bridge project and was asked to keep on it.  He is to 
check into the purchase of a sign truck being sold by the NDDOT Williston district.  



 
 Keith Winter and Commissioner Chinn handed out a sample of the work they 
have been doing on the Natural Resources Inventory project and reviewed their work on 
a recent FOIA request and the status of the lawsuit. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec and Recorder Johnsrud met with the Board to request 
consideration of one-half longevity pay be included with other half benefits for regular 
part-time employees.  They were asked to submit a letter with additional information at 
the next meeting.  There was also discussion of switching retirement withholding to pre-
tax.  Tabled to next meeting. 
 
 Sheriff Larson was asked to coordinate purchase of additional radio and 
telephone equipment for the dispatch center through Emergency Services Coordinator 
Samuelson as Homeland Security moneys could be used for that.  Larson requested 
bids be taken for a new four-wheel drive pickup or sport utility vehicle, trading the 1999 
patrol vehicle.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids on March 
4, 2004, for a new vehicle, trading the 1999 Ford Explorer.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Larson also gave the Board information on salaries in other law enforcement 
departments. 
 
 Ed Wagner met with the Board regarding the valuations on his properties.  After 
a discussion of the valuation process, it was suggested that he could file an application 
for abatement and settlement of taxes. 
 
 Following additional discussion of one voucher, it was moved by Patten and 
seconded by Cayko to pay the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Further discussion on the request from the Killdeer Ambulance District.  About 
10% of the area served by the district is in McKenzie County, including some oil related 
facilities.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to contribute $5,000 toward the 
$100,000 cost of a new rig.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve two utility crossing permits 
requested by McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the new service contract 
with Daryl Hochhalter, Mapjoin Technologies.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 There was a discussion regarding pay days and direct deposit.  Auditor to bring 
additional information to next meeting. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept the $500 offer made by 
Milton Wold for Lot 2 Block 2, Wold’s Addition to Watford City.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding the third party agreement for Tobacco Garden.  
A Park Board meeting may be needed at the next meeting.  Olson is to continue 
working with Erickson to obtain the needed information. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM, until March 4, 2004, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 

 
March 4, 2004 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 4, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Joanna Bettenhausen introduced herself as the new manager for the Fred & 
Clara Eckert Foundation. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She also reported on testifying before 
the Commission on Intergovernmental Affairs on March 1st regarding the motor vehicle 
branch office pilot project. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson introduced State Division of Emergency Management Director 
Doug Friez who was part of a team presenting Homeland Security grant applicant 
briefings for several counties here in Watford City.  Samuelson invited the 
Commissioners and Auditor Olson to join the group for lunch, which was accepted. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Susie Keenaghan Family Nutrition Program director for Williams and McKenzie 
County, informed the Board of program changes in the past year.  Moved by Patten and 



seconded by Lawlar to approve continuing the in-kind support of this program.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following payroll changes:  
pay all employees on the fourth Friday of each month, paying hourly people through the 
previous Saturday, and offer direct deposit of pay.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Linda Svihovec and Ann Johnsrud presented additional information on the 
proposed changes to the longevity policy.   
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve an amendment to the personnel 
policy to include longevity at the rate of $50 per year for all regular part-time positions.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  There was also discussion of withholding the employee’s 
4% retirement contribution pre-tax and the need to review the personnel policy. 
 
 Commissioner Lawlar left at 10:40 AM to attend a funeral, returning to the 
meeting at 11:50 AM. 
 
 Lanae Roos was present for a discussion regarding the funding for the Clerk of 
Court’s office.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to enter into a funding 
agreement with the State of North Dakota for the Clerk of Court’s office for the 2005-
2007 biennium.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Frank Guzman, District Ranger, Dakota Prairie Grasslands, McKenzie District, 
updated the Board on a number of matters, including work at Sather Dam campgrounds 
and upcoming meetings. 
 
 Following noon lunch with the Homeland Security briefing participants, fuel bids 
were opened from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed road projects and the progress with the 
911 signing. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a Joint Powers Agreement 
for Mutual Aid with Burke, Divide, Mountrail, Ward and Williams Counties for furnishing 
aid for local disasters or emergencies.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Maintenance proposals for the courthouse heating/cooling system were opened 
from Northwest Heating and Air of Williston, Trane of Fargo and H.A. Thompson of 
Bismarck.  After review by Custodian Fischer for compliance with the request for 
proposals, it was moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the proposal of 
H.A. Thompson for a three year term beginning May 1, 2004 and ending April 30, 2007.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Knudtson and Deputy Lloyd Clock were present when bids were opened 
for a new Sheriff’s patrol vehicle, trading a 1999 Ford Explorer.   Bids were as follows:  
OK Implement:  2004 Durango:  Cash price of $24,985 less $2,285 trade allowance for 
a net price of $22,700; 2004 1500 RamQuad:  Cash price of $24,785 less $2,285 trade 
allowance for a net price of $22,500.  Mondak Ford - 2004 F150 Short Cab:  Cash price, 
no trade, of $22,633; net trade price of $21,536.  S & S Motors:  2004 F150 SuperCrew 
- Cash price of $27,500 less $3,300 trade allowance for a net price of $24,200; 2004 
Expedition - Cash price of $27,500 less trade allowance of $3,600 for a net price of 
$23,900.  Commissioner Cayko telephoned Mondak Ford to verify compliance that the 
vehicle bid had 4 full doors, which it did not.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar 
to accept the bid of OK Implement for one new Durango for the Sheriff’s office.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to adopt the road policies as 
updated.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to apply to the North Dakota Public 
Employees Retirement System to change the employee’s portion of the retirement to 
pre-tax withholding.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to call for bids on April 15, 2004, 
beginning at 1 PM for crushing, culverts, cutting edges and bridge lumber.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to transfer $5,502.50 from the General 
Fund to the JDA Capital Fund to for building repairs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar  to make the following budget changes 
because of unanticipated expenses or increased costs: in General Fund departments - 
Treasurer, add $1,583.49; Building Construction, add $330,506.75; Elections, add 
$610.22; Non-Departmental, add $78,392.64; County Sheriff, add $13,638.47; Coroner, 
add $217.55; Tourism, add $186.14; Budget grants, add $1,020 (Northwest Community 



Service and Restitution Organization); in JDA Fund, add $7,932.71; in Document 
Preservation Fund, add $2,926.36; in Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund, add 
$10,012.70; in E-911 Fund, add $18,431.82; to make the following budget changes for 
additional revenues in Funds which must be paid out totally:  Atmospheric Resources 
Fund, add $3,573.90; County Fair, add $1,449.46 and Historical Society, add $235.42.  
Revenues to fund the increases all came from unappropriated balances in the various 
funds, from grants and transfers from the Social Security Fund.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to send a letter in support of the New 
Market Tax Credit application by First International Community Development Fund, Inc.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson updated the Board on legal matters. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to contribute $300 to the Friends of 
National Grasslands.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM, until April 6, 2004, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 
March 12, 2004 
Notice is hereby given, that pursuant to North Dakota Century Code 11-11-05, I am 
calling a special meeting of the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners to begin at 
9:00 AM on Monday, March 15, 2004, in the Commissioners Room of the McKenzie 
County Courthouse. 
The purpose of this meeting is to complete paper work related to road work on federal 
lands. 
Frances M. Olson 
McKenzie County Auditor 

SPECIAL MEETING 
MARCH 15, 2004 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 15, 2004 as called in accordance 
with the provisions of North Dakota Century Code 11-11-05 to consider a Project Work 
Agreement for reconstruction on Route 13 in Section 13, Township 150N, Range 103W, 
which crosses some federal land.  Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 



order at 9:00 AM.  Also present were State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson, County 
Engineer John Holter and Engineering Technician Mike Dollinger. 
 
 Dollinger explained the PWA.  With it, the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation would go forward with the bidding process on the project and allow for 
the completion of some easement work at a later date.  The PWA is basically the same 
as the construction and maintenance agreements signed with the State on other 
secondary aid projects through private land. 
 
 Dollinger also stated that the Forest Service is requiring that this road then be 
added to the Schedule A of the Forest Development Road Cooperative Agreement #00-
110118-08-036 previously signed by the Board of Commissioners.  Time is short to get 
this project in the May bidding.   
 
 The WPA and the schedules were reviewed.  There was discussion of adding an 
addendum or a cover letter clarifying the County’s position regarding these roads.  
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve Project Work Agreement 
#41, sign the Schedules A, B and C document revision 002 as an attachment to FS 
Agreement #00-RO-11-118-08-036, and include a cover letter stating that the County 
position in regard to roads not listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Johnson drafted a letter which was typed and signed.  Dollinger will deliver the 
papers to the Forest Service, who will have it signed and back to him so that he can 
take them to North Dakota Department of Transportation. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 10:00 AM. 
 

April 6, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 6, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Jerry Samuelson reported that the County was included in a Declaration of Snow 
Emergency and can apply for reimbursement of eligible costs associated with the 
January 23-27, 2004, storm.  Homeland Security money received in the state has been 
allocated to McKenzie County in the amount of $162,196.16 for emergency services 
and an additional $36,683.79 to be used by law enforcement for terrorism prevention.  
The allocation was based on population.  A committee will be meeting to formulate the 
initial spending plan which must be done by April 30.  Samuelson also asked about the 
possibility of occasionally using a county vehicle to transport veterans for medical 
treatment.  The Board will ask the Sheriff about the spare vehicle in his department.  
 
 The Commission recessed at 11:00 AM for a Park Board meeting, reconvening 
at 1:00 PM. 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Martinson, Tractor and Equipment, reviewed the current status of various 
road equipment.   
 
 David Drovdal and Jerry Samuelson met with the Board to discuss possible plans 
for a recognition of emergency agencies and personnel to be held on September 11.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to allow $2,500 toward an Emergency 
Services Appreciation Day.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Kit James met with the Board to discuss the status of the road in sections 15, 16, 
and 22, Township 147, Range 101. 
 
 Mark Koeser met with the Board to review road projects.  He reported that he 
had posted Class 2 restrictions on County Route 16 when the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation posted State Highway 200 at Class 2, in order to minimize damage 
from the traffic that was switching to Route 16.  The Board concurred with this action. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Head Dispatcher Barbara Becker met with the Board to 
discuss personnel issues in that department, especially in regard to replacing Ron 
Broderson who has resigned.  Larson also stated that the jail agreement with the City of 
Watford City needs to be reviewed.  He said he could work with the Veterans Service 
Officer on the use of the spare vehicle. 
 



 Treasurer Linda Svihovec and County Superintendent of Schools Carol Kieson 
provided the Board with information on the distributions to schools from the County’s 
revenues for Oil & Gas Production Tax, Bankhead-Jones PILT and the Public Domain 
royalties.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to distribute 45% of the  royalty 
payments to each county school according to its percentage of total taxable valuation 
for schools based on the most recent figures.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Feland stopped in to introduce himself as the area representative for RDO 
Equipment. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed the status of legal matters. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to contribute $3,000 to the Heritage 
Alliance of North Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ed Wagner and Tax Director Barbara Bauman were present for the hearing on 
the application for abatement and settlement of taxes made by Mr. Wagner.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Chinn to follow the recommendations of the Watford City City 
Council and deny the application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the offer of $101 from Clifford 
Martin for Parcel # 82-61-0330, Lot 28 EX PT IT 1148, Lot 29 in Block 1, Schell & 
Jarland Addition City of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the election agreement 
with Yellowstone SD #14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to certify the township road mileage to 
the State Treasurer as follows: Alex - 22; Antelope Creek - 18; Arnegard - 27; Blue 
Buttes - 25; Charbon - 23; Elm Tree - 37; Grail - 11; Hawkeye - 25; Keene - 22; 
Randolph - 12; Riverview - 22; Sioux - 30; Twin Valley - 24; Tri - 68; Yellowstone - 54; 
and 722 miles in unorganized townships.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the offer of $3,000 from K & 
J Properties for Parcel 82-01-12000, Lot 8 Block 7, Original Townsite, City of Watford 
City.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute the proxy for the North 
Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve a mutual aid agreement 
with Billings County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following variance to the 
Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and the west four miles of 
County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s McKenzie gas plant to the Montana line):  All 
vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A gross vehicle weight 
restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per hour.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute the 
construction/maintenance agreement and right-of-way certification for Project BRO 
27028.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Election Systems 
and Software for printing of ballots for 2004 elections.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids for one or more 
motor graders with bids to be opened on May 4, 2004.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to schedule an open day at the landfill 
on May 22, 2004.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM until April 15, 2004, beginning at 1:00 PM. 
 

April 15, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 6, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson reconvened the meeting 1:00 PM. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for culvert supplies.  Johnston Fargo 
Culvert representative Jesse Heitkamp was present.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Patten to accept the bid of Johnston Fargo Culvert Company.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 Bids were opened per advertised notice for cutting edges.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Tractor & Equipment.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  RDO Equipment also bid. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for gravel and scoria crushing.  Moved 
by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Sundre Sand and Gravel and 
give the Road Superintendent authority to contact other bidders if Sundre cannot crush 
in a timely manner.  All voting aye, motion carried. Bids were also submitted by A & G 
Construction, Gravel Products, Inc., and Rocky Mountain Recylcing and Crushing. 
 
 There were brief discussion on work on the road into the old Keogh ranch, the 
centennial committee and the recent FEMA briefing.  Cayko said that the July meeting 
of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District would be in Watford City. 
 
 Chinn reported on his participation in a Forest Service forum in Medora on April 
8.  About 40 district rangers from 4 states toured the grasslands and heard 
presentations. 
 
 The meeting moved to the Social Services offices at 2:00 PM for a role play of an 
initial interview for client services.  
 
 At 3:00 PM the Board returned to the Commissioners Room for a brief meeting 
with Senator Kent Conrad, returning to the Social Services until adjourning at 4:00 PM. 
 

 
May 4, 2004 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 4, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was a discussion of the State 
Aid Distribution payments and the Bankhead Jones distribution.  Bankhead Jones 
payment this year is $1,505,257.59.   
 Bob Evans, Williams County Veterans Service Officer, and Jerry Samuelson, 
McKenzie County Veterans Service Office, informed the Board of the Korea/Viet Nam 
Veterans Memorial being completed at Riverview Cemetery in Williston.  Veterans from 
Divide, Williams and McKenzie are being included.  $4,000 is needed to finish the 



project.  Other entities are being approached also.  Samuelson also requested that 
Veteran’s Preference be included in the County’s job opening announcements. 
 Trevor Kronberg, Technology Services Coordinator, joined Samuelson for a 
discussion of difficulties encountered in assisting with the 911 coordination.  Lloyd Clock 
will be asked to come to the next meeting with Kronberg and Samuelson. 
 
 Odin Heim answered some questions about weed control operations. 
 
 Dennis Gendreau, Fulkerson Funeral Home, and Michon Sax, County Social 
Services Director, met with the Board to discuss the indigent burial contract which is 
from 1995.  It was decided to make changes part of the budgeting process and be 
effective January 1, 2005. 
 
 Gary Petik, McKenzie District, Forest Service, updated the Board on a number of 
matters including easements for county road projects, grasshopper control, allotment 
management plans, noxious weed program and Youth Conservation Corps for the 
summer. 
 
 Mark Feland, RDO Equipment, and Jerry Martinson, Tractor and Equipment, 
County Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser were present for the bid 
opening for motor graders.  Bids were submitted as follows:  RDO, bidding a model 
772CH John Deere - cash price each of $189,400, county to exercise the Caterpillar 
buy back for a net cost for 11 motor graders of $561,275.  Tractor and Equipment, 
bidding a model 160H Caterpillar - cash price each of $176,696, trade allowance on 
three machines of $133,375 each and on 8 machines at $140,250 each for a net cost 
for 11 motor graders of $421,504.  Holter and Koeser to review the bids for compliance 
with specifications. 
 
 The meeting recessed for lunch as guests of the Watford City Senior Citizens at 
the Center. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson’s Oil 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Holter and Koeser reviewed the motor grader bids and Feland and Martinson 
were each allowed a few comments on their bid and equipment. 
 
 Bill and Donna Lewis met with the Board regarding the current price paid for 
scoria.  Ed Simmons met with the Board regarding the irrigation ditch he wants to 
restore.  He and Holter are to work out an easement document. 
 Holter reviewed the road projects.  Greenwood bridge is ready to go June 1.  
After discussion it was decided the County would surface the road at Antelope Bay.  
The Jacobson bridge is in the May 21 letting.  Larry Hagen is wrapping up the FEMA 
snow emergency claim.  He had also mentioned the possibility of an economic disaster 
due to low water levels on Sakakawea.  Some additional inquiries need to be made 
before any decisions can be made. 
 Cayko reported that August Lindecker had expressed concerns about road work 
proposed affecting his property in Section 19 TWP 152 RNG 98.  This will be checked 
out. 
 
 Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder for the McKenzie County Water Resource 
District updated the Board on the status of the System 2 project.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported that he is trying to get a meeting set up with 
the Tribe to iron out differences on the Landfill and Water Services agreements.  
Someone from the Board and the Water District should be at it.  Billings County 
Commission was contacted via speaker phone for a discussion on the current status of 
the royalty claim to the BLM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute a mutual aid for emergency 
services agreement with Dunn County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson appointed Commissioner Lawlar to serve on the County 
Canvassing Board.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to appoint the following committee to 
begin planning for the County’s centennial in 2005:  Roger Chinn, Linda Svihovec, 
Harold Rolfsrud, Donna Lewis, Dorothy Reil, Carol Norgard, David Sanford and Ruth 
Martin.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Chinn and Svihovec are to convene an 
organizational meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to appoint Mark Sovig to a vacancy on 
the Job Development Authority Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 The Bankhead Jones distribution was discussed, including the impact that this 
money may have on the state aid received by the schools in the future and the 
additional funding the schools get through the County’s sharing of the Public Domain 
Royalties received.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to distribute the 
Bankhead Jones payment as follows:    to the Townships - value of federal lands times 
township levy times two; to the school districts - the larger of the value of federal lands 
times school levy times two OR resident students times $400.00  Voting aye:  
Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten; voting nay:  Cayko; motion carried.   
 
 Cayko reported on the meeting with the Corps regarding a ramp at Tobacco 
Garden.  They would furnish the ramp and the County would be responsible for the road 
and the parking pad.  There are still concerns about water depths at the new location. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Tractor and 
Equipment for 11 new motor graders.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM CDT until June 1, 2004, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

June 1, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 1, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent, Chinn and 
Lawlar.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 IT Coordinator Trevor Kronberg and 911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock were present to 
discuss the 911 equipment, software and addressing. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 No public appeared for the County Board of Equalization meeting held at 10:30 
AM.  Director of Tax Equalization Barbara Bauman discussed projections for ag land 
values in the future.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the 



recommendation of the Tax Director to leave the valuations at the present levels.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the Application for 
Abatement and Settlement of Taxes made by Kent Taylor.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to grant $1,000 to the Tri-County 
Korea/Viet Nam Veterans Memorial.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dave Valenzuela presented an update on Forest Service matters. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve two utility permits 
requested by Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the offer of $100 each from 
Clifford Martin for Parcel #82-01-07300, Lot 12, Block 4, Original Townsite of Watford 
City and Parcel #82-04-00300, Lot 3, Block 1, 3rd Addition to Watford City.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to grant $5,000 to the MonDak 
Irrigation Research project at the Williston Research Extension Center.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 Fuel bids were opened following noon recess.  Moved by Cayko and seconded 
by Patten to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Rolfson Oil Company also submitted a bid. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on proposals for re-doing the concrete 
floor in the Cartwright shop as follows:  Cody Hurley $11,450 and Doeden Construction 
$17,558.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the proposal of Cody 
Hurley.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $177,520.50 from Onsite Improvement 
received in the bid opening of May 21, 2004, for Project BRO-0027(-28) was the low bid 
received. 



 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County to award Onsite Improvement the contract for Project BRO-0027(028) 
and hereby authorize the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract.  
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Holter updated the Board on various projects including Greenwood Bridge, 
bridge scour surveys, Johnson low water crossing, corner by Vettleson’s and ramp at 
Sandy Beach.  The box culvert on Route 16 is nearly complete.  Gene Gunderson 
retired and Duane Frick moved into that position.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Patten to advertise for bids on July 1 to replace Koeser’s pickup.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to sign a letter of support for a 
scenic highway designation on ND #23 from the McKenzie County line north to ND #22.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to pay a $250 membership to the 
Friends of Lake Sakakawea.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to contribute $500 toward the 
Southwest Night at the Legislature scheduled for January 31, 2005.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A court facilities survey was reviewed and passed to Clerk of Court Roos for 
completion. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud gave an update on the imaging project, NDRIN and the 
ACIR committee that has been working on a fee schedule proposal for the next 
legislature. 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser met with the Board to discuss the work 
required on the road by Vettleson’s. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on legal matters. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:15 PM CDT until July 1, 2004, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT; Auditor to publish notice of the change of meeting date. 



July 1, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 1, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including activities of a task force for e-
government.  There was a discussion of the formula for the distribution of the Public 
Domain Royalties.  No changes were made at this time. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported the receipt of $4,450 for Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness, discussed the need for an update to the Hazard Mitigation Plan, noted 
some concerns about E911 and cell phones, reported on the recent fire at Missouri 
Breaks #1, and announced an emergency operations exercise scheduled for July 22.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to contract with Nick of Time to update the 
mitigation plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to execute a Memorandum of 
Understanding for mutual aid with Golden Valley County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, payroll and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Sovig, Tri-County Regional Development Council, presented information on 
projects in the county.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to sponsor a 
Community Development Block Grant application for Economic Development Project 
2004-1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to appoint Dale Naze as County Pest 
Coordinator and execute a grasshopper control agreement with the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder reported on projects in the county and the Renaissance Zone in 
Watford City.  Cross Consulting is operating again.  Vickie Monsen and Rene Johnson 
are taking part in the Rural Leadership ND program through the ND Division of 
Community Service.   



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to authorize a $25,000 loan guarantee 
until December 31, 2004, for Economic Development Project 2004-2.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
activities, including information on the May sale of oil & gas leases, ATV activity in the 
Sidney area, road projects, mitigation on the archeological site up north; and requested 
gravel for the CCC campground.  He also informed the Board of additional fire trucks 
and personnel available to assist after initial response by local departments. 
 
 Following lunch recess, Road Department pickup bids were opened per 
advertised notice as follows:  OK Implement - 2004 Dodge HD ½ T., Cash price of 
$29,975 less trade allowance on a 2000 Ford F150 of $7,225 for a net of $22,750.  S&S 
Motors - 2004 Ford HD ½ T., Cash price of $34,000 less rebates and discounts of 
$4,000 and trade allowance on a 2000 Ford F150 of $9,000 for a net of $21,000.  Road 
Superintendent Koeser will review the bids for compliance with specifications. 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson’s for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board participated in a conference call meeting of the Natural Areas 
Advisory Committee to act on the proposed acquisition of the Ochs property by the 
American Wildlife Federation from 1:30 PM until 2:10 PM.  The Board Chairman is a 
designated member of this committee.  The committee reviewed issues raised and 
comments received at the June 22 meeting in East Fairview.  A motion made to 
recommend that the Governor approve this acquisition was passed on a vote of four in 
favor and three opposed.   
 
 Road Superintendent Koeser, Leadmen Ed Yadon and Jeff Berquist were 
present with County Engineer John Holter to express concerns about personnel being 
hired away by contractors and oil field service.  Two have already left, more are 
expected to leave.  Few good applications are coming in for replacements.  After 
discussion of various ways to increase compensation, any changes were tabled until the 
budgeting process.  Koeser informed the Board of a request he had from the Alexander 
school for some equipment assistance with re-paving the parking lot.  He has also been 
asked about the bridge closed on the section line road between sections 25 and 26 in 
Township 149N, Range 100W.  The board reiterated that this is closed and will not be 
replaced in any form. 
 Holter reported that an oil company is interested in trying some dust control 
materials on the Flat Top Butte Road.  The county will spread the materials provided.  



The Jacobson bridge project is a go.  The Route 16 box and the patching are done, as 
well as patching on the road by the beet dump.  Bechthold Paving has a July 12 start 
date for the overlay on Route 30. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed legal matters. 
 
   Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve raffle permits for Watford 
City Golf Club and Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to make an open records request to 
North Dakota Game & Fish and a Freedom of Information Act request to US Fish & 
Wildlife regarding management plans as to land and water use in the Missouri-
Yellowstone confluence area.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve utility permits for McKenzie 
Electric, Reservation Telephone, Bear Paw Energy and Zinke & Trumbo, Inc.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute a resolution of sponsorship 
for Tri-County Regional Development Council housing rehabilitation project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 LeRoy Defoe and Mike Dollinger met with the Board to discuss alternatives at the 
landfill for the disposal of city buildings being demolished. 
 
 David Gentry, Mayor of Alexander, met with the Board to request assistance with 
a street project.  The City hopes to negotiate with the paver who is coming in to do the 
school lot.  He outlined three projects and the priorities.   
 
 City Engineer/Administrator Rick Jore met with the Board regarding buildings to 
be demolished in the Renaissance Zone.  The waiver of landfill fees will be extended to 
this project. 
 
 Further discussion on the Alexander project.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Lawlar to fund 50% of the proposed paving projects up to a maximum of $17,500.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  A meeting was set for July 7, beginning at 1:30 PM CST 
to meet with Superintendent Murray Kline for more information on the school project. 
 



 There was further discussion on the salary issues.  Koeser is to be allowed some 
leeway on the beginning salary, depending on experience.  The advertising should not 
include a salary amount. 
 
 Notice of a meeting to form a multi-county water district along the Missouri was 
considered.  Cayko and Olson will attend the meeting July 20 in Garrison.  The Water 
Board will be urged to send a member as well. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:30 PM until July 7, 2004, beginning at 1:30 PM CDT. 
 

July 7, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 7, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM CDT. 
 
 Murray Kline was present to present more information on the paving of the 
school parking lot.  They are in a time crunch because the contractor has moved the 
project up a couple months.  Disposal of materials, new materials to be brought in, 
manpower and equipment needs were discussed.  Chairman Anderson will work with 
Road Superintendent Koeser.  The value of the equipment and men will be about one-
half which is the usual match. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed correspondence from the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation regarding future federal aid match projects, including 
Forest Highway money.  It was also decided to re-work the utility permit to include 
pipelines and to incorporate the County policy on road crossings. 
 
 Cayko extended an invitation to attend the sessions of the regular monthly 
meeting of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Board which will be held in 
Watford City tomorrow afternoon and Friday morning. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 3:15 PM until August 3, 2004, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 
 

August 3, 2004 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 3, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including that the adjustments have 
been made for incorrect distributions to the county for State Aid Distribution and 
Highway Tax Distribution.    
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the Treasurer’s report and 
bills as presented and the minutes with the following addition:  “During the conference 
call meeting of the Natural Areas Advisory Committee, McKenzie County spoke against 
the acquisition.  The vote on the motion made to recommend that the Governor approve 
this acquisition was as follows:  Doug Prchal, ND Parks and Recreation Department-
aye; Roger Rostvet for Dean Hildebrand, ND Game & Fish Department-aye; Robert 
Carlson, ND Farmers Union-nay; Larry Kotchman, ND Forest Service-aye; Eric 
Aasmundstad, ND Farm Bureau-nay; Ron Anderson, McKenzie County Commission-
nay; and Roger Johnson, ND Department of Agriculture-aye.”  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to increase the mileage rate of 
reimbursement for county travel to 36 cents per mile effective August 1, 2004.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson, Emergency Services Director, made some recommendations 
to the Board for changes to make the coordination of emergency services, dispatching 
and 911 response more efficient.  Trevor Kronberg, Technology Coordinator,  also 
reviewed technology coordination and the difficulty in obtaining needed information to 
provide his services to some departments.  Samuelson reported that about 40 people 
attended the “Badlands Cocktail”  training exercise.  He said that there is a lot of training 
available but some departments that should be involved have refused to attend.  All but 
one emergency response department in the county had not applied for some of the 
2004 Homeland Security grant funds. 
 
 Kronberg reported on wiring set-up changes to the fiber optic network.  The 
Library computer has to be replaced.  He would like to work out a contract with the City 
instead of trying to keep track of short intervals to bill.  He should go ahead with that.  
He also inquired about who should be allowed to use the laptop and projector.  It was 
decided that it would be only for county purposes by county personnel. 



 
 No public appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
budget. 
 
 Barbara Bauman met with the Board to discuss the hiring of a deputy to train into 
her position, reviewing the requirements for certification.  It was decided that she should 
budget for someone to start next July. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
activities including progress on getting the paperwork done for the Greenwood bridge 
and the Johnson crossing.  The range committee will be making recommendations 
soon.  He would like to meet with the Grazing Association and the County Weed Control 
Board to work out a better plan for attacking noxious weeds.  Efforts in McKenzie 
County have been more successful than in some other locations.  There have been 
some lightning caused fires and more are expected; it’s a matter of where and when, 
not if.  The Forest Service has lifted its poisoning ban on prairie dogs where they are 
encroaching on private.  The draft EIS is due in January on Pastures 12, 13 and 14.  
Steve Williams has transferred to the Nez Perce and is currently acting supervisor 
there. 
 
 Following lunch recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company were opened per notice.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of Rolfson’s for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Larry Henderson requested a cattle pass be installed when work is done on the 
road past his place.  As it would save installing two cattle guards, it was approved.   
 
 Mark Koeser, Road Superintendent, brought in before and after pictures to show 
that snow removal damages had healed naturally.  A request for surfacing on a prairie 
trail was denied because it is just a trail.  Robert Oakland has been hired for the open 
position at the Cartwright shop. 
 
 John Holter, County Engineer, reviewed projects, including the status of the 
Greenwood and Johnson bridge projects,  farm to market roads, surfacing in East 
Fairview and overlaying State Street. 
 
 Chairman Anderson left the meeting for about 20 minutes during this time, with 
Patten assuming the chair in his absence.  
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to overlay State Street in cooperation 
with Richland County, Montana.  All five commissioners voting aye, the motion carried. 
 
 Rich Jore, Watford City Engineer, and Gene Veeder, JDA Coordinator, met with 
the Board regarding progress on the demolition projects on Main Street.  Jore had more 
information on the costs and procedures for asbestos abatement.  The County agreed 
to help with hauling and 1/3 of the cost of asbestos removal.  Veeder commented that 
the new building will add significantly to the future tax base. 
 
 Denton Zubke, Chairman, and Gene Veeder, Vice Chairman of the McKenzie 
County Water Resource District Board, updated the Board on the status of the rural 
water systems.  Construction is continuing on System 1 with only a few easements left 
to obtain.  The Water Service Agreement with the Three Affiliated Tribes for System 2 
has been completed.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve up to 
$142,500.00 for System 2 up front money as vouchered by the Water Resource District.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lee Stevens, County Park Board, and Bruce Erickson, Tobacco Garden 
Recreation Area, met with the Board regarding the renovations to the bathhouse.  Plans 
and estimates were presented to replace the current structure with a new structure for 
about the same cost.  Some of the costs on the renovations have increased since the 
original estimates nearly two years ago.  Erickson was asked to check with McKenzie 
Building Center for a quote and then go forward with the project.  County will haul debris 
to a location to be determined by Erickson. 
 
 A draft FOIA request regarding Missouri River planning prepared by State’s 
Attorney Johnson was reviewed and approved. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to make the following Board 
appointments:  Water Resource District - Gene Veeder, term expiring 7/1/2009; Park 
Board - Ray Mrachek and Lee Stevens, terms expiring 7/1/2006; Social Services - 
Jerome Lervick and Dale Patten, terms expiring 7/1/2007; WC Pest Control District - 
Rick Holm, term expiring 7/1/2006; WC Planning Commission - Rick Holm, term 
expiring 6/30/2009; NW Human Service Center - John Kirkland, term expiring 7/1/2006; 
and Weed Board - Gene Pojorlie and Sharleen Thompson, terms expiring 7/1/2008.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a stockpile agreement with 
Myron and Leroy Leland.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Cayko and Olson reported on a meeting that they attended regarding the 
formation of a Missouri River Corridor Joint Water Board.  There is another meeting in 
August.  
 
 Gene Veeder stopped in to introduce Ron Haaland, Specialty Exports 
Productions, Inc., who was in the area for the Ag Open activities this week. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 PM until September 7, 2004, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 

 
September 7, 2004 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 7, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  There was discussion of the 
request for interest on the late Bankhead-Jones payment, allocations from Bankhead-
Jones and Public Domain royalties to schools and a recent SD #1 article.   
 
 Moved by Patten, seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written, bills, 
treasurer’s report and 911 appreciation expenses.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder reviewed the various aspects of JDA project 2004-1. 
 
 Kris Pacheco, McKenzie County Healthcare Systems Administrator, and David 
Brenna, board member, reviewed the new McKenzie Healthcare Systems, a 
reorganization of the hospital and nursing home.  They requested that the Commission 
appoint a delegate from each the Grassy Butte area and the Keene area, in accordance 
with by-laws.  The annual meeting will be the last Tuesday of October. 
 
 September 21, beginning at 10:00 AM CDT was set for the public hearing on the 
budget.  Requests as received from the departments will be published as the 
preliminary budget. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to authorize the Job Development 
Authority to issue a loan guarantee of fifty percent (50%) up to $150,000 for JDA project 



2004-1.  Voting aye: Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar; abstaining: Patten; motion 
carried. 
 
 Audre Clifton, on behalf of the Arnegard Boosters, requested a contribution of 
$1000 toward the July Fourth fireworks display.  On the basis of a ruling in another 
county, the Board declined. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
matters, including Charbonneau bridge project, Johnson low water crossing, pipeline in 
Pasture 13, and weed spraying.  Commissioner Chinn requested a current revenue 
report similar to one he had for the 1996 calendar year.  Guzman will also coordinate a 
meeting to review road projects. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve a scoria stockpile 
agreement with Germann/Wheeling Cattle Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting at noon and Vice Chairman Patten 
reconvened the meeting at 1:00 PM. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  A bid was also 
submitted by Rolfson Oil Company. 
 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser discussed proposed plans for the work on 
Route 14 south of ND 73.  Koeser will do more checking with landowners but 
consensus is to do the entire stretch next year, filling enough on the current alignment 
to correct the sight problem.  Koeser also reviewed personnel requirements. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter said that there has been a free landfill day in the 
fall.  It was discussed having more than one day.  The operator will be consulted later in 
the day.   
 
 Mike Dollinger reported on the project to develop handicapped accessibility for 
the Fairview Bridge and tunnel.  He is to keep working on alternatives. 
 
 Holter was asked to put together a list of questions on the various projects for the 
meeting being organized by Ranger Guzman.  Holter reported on a Highway 85 meeting 
he attended.  Plans are only very preliminary.  Other projects reviewed were Route 27 
overlay, railroad crossings in East Fairview and State Street in East Fairview.  He is to 
prepare a list of projects for the Commissioners’ meeting in October with Dave Leftwich.   



 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve raffle permits for Blue 
Buttes Fun Day and Pheasants Forever.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Kristy Roles to the 
McKenzie County Housing Authority, term expiring October 1, 2009.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to set the 2005 self-insurance funding 
levels at $325.38 for single policies, $528.56 for single plus dependent and $776.45 for 
family coverage with the County contributing $325.38 on each contract.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits to 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Vernon Klose Farms and Bear Paw Energy.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on the Centennial committee.  The main 
celebration has been set for September 10, 2005, with a program at 11:00 AM and a 
meal at noon.  They plan to have a complete calendar of events developed by 
December. 
 
 Bruce Erickson reported on the progress with the bathhouse project at Tobacco 
Garden Recreation Area.  It is ready to go next week.  He can coordinate with Koeser 
for debris removal.   
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported on royalties being held in 
suspense by Petro-Hunt, a letter to the Weed Control Officer regarding procedures to 
be used by the Weed Board when landowners do not control weeds on their property, 
the Freedom of Information request to US Fish & Wildlife and Open Records request to 
ND Game & Fish. 
 
 David Lawrence and Matt Foreman thanked the Commissioners for their past 
contribution to the skateboard park project.  They reported that there is still a balance of 
$5,500 and requested assistance.  The Board asked for an accounting of the project to 
date at a later meeting. 
 
 Landfill Operator LeRoy Defoe discussed days and limits for free landfill day.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to have free access on October 1st, 2nd and 



4th, with a four pickup load equivalent per family as a limit and no tires taken.  Defoe 
also reviewed some considerations with the amount of debris being brought out by 
Watford City. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:50 PM CDT until September 21, 2004, beginning at 
10:00 AM CDT. 
 

September 21, 2004 
 
 The McKenzie County Board of Commissioners reconvened on Tuesday, 
September 21, 2004, with all commissioners present.  Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 AM.   
 
 No one appeared for the public budget hearing. 
 
 Chuck Snyder, Contract Right of Way Agent for Bear Paw Energy, discussed 
having a point of contact with the Board to expedite utility permits.  He is to contact the 
County Engineer. 
 
 Various Officials and Boards met with the Commissioners throughout the day to 
review and answer questions regarding their budget requests for 2005.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the utility permits requested 
by Bear Paw Energy, Reservation Telephone and the Forest Service.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Ray Trumpower met briefly with the Board regarding the handicapped 
accessibility at the Fairview Bridge and Tunnel.  There needs to be a meeting of the 
townships who own the park, the Irrigation District, Commissioners and the Friends of 
Fairview Bridge to settle on the details. 
 
 Barbara Bauman, Director of Tax Equalization, reported on the quote from 
Mathison’s for the new plotter.  It was decided to purchase the new one without trade. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 6:15 PM CDT, until 9:00 AM CDT, on Thursday, 
September 23, 2004. 
 

September 23, 2004 
 



 The McKenzie County Board of Commissioners reconvened on Thursday, 
September 23 2004, with all commissioners present.  Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Tim Cayko, Weed Board Chairman, and Gene Pojorlie, Weed Board member, 
met with the Board to discuss the 2005 program. 
 
 The Board then completed its review of the 2005 requests. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following budget for 2005:        

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2005 

  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 7th day of September, 2004, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2005 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 15th day of September, 2004, together with a notice of such hearing 
on the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 21st day of September, 2004,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2005, through 
December 31, 2005, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 In the Minute Book, the final budget was inserted here.    
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2005 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 7th day of September, 2004, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2005, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 



 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
15, 2004, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 21st 
day of September, 2004, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:00 AM , and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2005 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2004 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $927,108.48 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
   County 
General Fund  $                   0.00 
 County Human Services Fund  $        276,133.61 
 County Road & Bridge Fund $                   0.00 
 Special Revenue Funds  $        543,151.55 Unorganized 
District Road Fund $        107,823.32 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 12:40 PM.  Due to the annual conference 
scheduling, the next meeting will be held on Monday, October 11, 2004, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

October 11, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 11, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT . 
 
 A written Treasurer’s report was reviewed.  Chinn reviewed discussions in which 
he had participated regarding the formula for the distribution of oil & gas 5% production 
tax.  The consensus was not to pursue changes at this time. 
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed the current smoking policy, a possible waiver of 
liability for others using county equipment, the Hazard Mitigation plan and Homeland 
Security grants.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the Multi-Hazard 
Mitigation Plan as revised August 2004.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson appointed himself and Commissioner Chinn as the county 
appointed delegates to the annual meeting of the McKenzie County Healthcare 
Systems to be held the end of October. 
 
 David Drovdal stopped in briefly to thank the Board for sponsoring the 911 
Appreciation for emergency response personnel.  There will be further discussion in 
spring regarding another event in the fall. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve changes to the utility 
permits (copy on file).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Robert Pederson to the 
State Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to set the minimum sales prices for 
parcels taken for taxes on October 1, 2004, as follows: 
  Lot 44 Block 4 Cherry Creek Addition to Watford City - - $500.00 
  Lot 2 Block 1 Dahl’s Addition to Watford City - - $900.00 
  IT 594 in Lot 5 East Watford City - - $4,800.00 

 IT 1194 PT NE¼SW¼ Section 19 Township 150 Range 98 W 2nd 
Annexation to 

    Watford City - - $2,000.00  
All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the gaming permit 
applications of St. Ann’s Altar Society and the Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to grant an additional $1,500.00 to the 
Watford City Park Board for the skateboard park.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to execute a Quit Claim Deed to Orville 
Amundsen for N½NW¼, SW¼NW¼, NW¼SW¼ of Section 22 Township 151 North 
Range 98 West in McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A letter was received from the North Dakota Department of Transportation 
requesting comments on proposed improvements to US 85 south of the Little Missouri.  
Chinn will respond. 
 
 Patten gave the Board an update on JDA Project 2004-1. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company, the 
only bid submitted.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ron Metcalf met with the Board regarding a cattle guard that he would like 
moved.  This was approved. 
 
 Douglas Drovdal and Deputy Robert Perry were present for a discussion on load 
restrictions on County 16.  Tabled until State’s Attorney could be consulted for 
alternative actions. 
 
 John Holter reviewed road projects including the old Fairview bridge and tunnel 
access, routes designated as forest highways, and projects for the 2005-2006 federal 
aid program.  Jimmy Thompson and Randy Auen will be moved to full time permanent 
effective October 17.   
 
 The Board discussed the overload fine with State’s Attorney Johnson.  He stated 
that he could negotiate the fine.  The consensus was to reduce it to $1,200 but send a 
letter stressing that there would be no compromises in the future, that the policy is 
speed limit of 25 mph and no more than 105,500 pounds.  There was also discussion 
liability on bridges, county or township and what can be done to close or remove them.  
Some research will need to be done. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Office Deputy Barb Becker responded to questions 
about the jail inspection report and changes needed in the policies per a letter from the 
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.  State’s Attorney Johnson will work with 
Larson to draft policies for review at the December meeting. 
 



 Kay Glick, Alexander City Council, and Anne Mrachek , Alexander City Auditor, 
met with the Board regarding damages done to a street while the County was working 
on a project for the school.  It cost the City an additional $6,575 to have the street 
paved.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to pay $3,300 of the additional 
amount.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board reviewed Samuelson’s request for an amended smoking policy.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following policy to replace 
Section 505 of the Personnel Policy: 
 

 In keeping with McKenzie County’s intent to provide a safe and 
healthful work environment, smoking in the Courthouse is prohibited. 
 The only designated Courthouse smoking area will be located next 
to the storage shed in the northwest corner of the Courthouse parking lot. 

Smoking in other county buildings is permitted in designated 
areas as determined by shop foremen.  Smoking will not be 
permitted in County vehicles when there are passengers 
present.  This policy applies equally to all employees and the 
public. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM CDT until November 2, 2004, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

November 2, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 2, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was discussion of waiving the 
fee for employees renewing the registration of a vehicle in their name.  This was 
approved and will be one of the benefits listed when the personnel policy is updated.  
Cayko is the commission member for the review. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that there is a hazard response grant for training that 
is in addition to the Homeland Security grants.  He will be working with the Local 
Emergency Response Committee.  
 
 Ray Powell, President of the Alexander Rural Fire District, informed the Board of 
plans to purchase a new truck and equipment and reviewed other equipment that they 
currently own.  He requested assistance from the county for the new truck. 
 
 Sue Johnsrud, Brianna Bohmbach and Gene Veeder were present to discuss 
exhibit plans for the new visitors center.  Bohmbach is the Youth Development Grant 
Assistant and has been working on a time line for the museum, beginning in 1868 with 
the introduction of barbed wire up to the Keith Braddock shooting in 1996.  She has 
done many maps of settlements over time, post offices and schools.  Johnsrud said that 
the time line will be a series of panels leading visitors to the exhibits.  Veeder and Rick 
Jore will be building a wall to divide the oil and gas exhibit from the agriculture/ranch 
exhibit.  ND Game & Fish is donating the mountain lion shot in the area as a mount for 
the unique species exhibit.  Carrie Carson crafted cedar benches for the deck.  A 
number of details remain to be worked out before WCCBA is ready to move.  Grand 
opening scheduled for next April when the Lewis & Clark Corps of Discovery II is here.  
Tourism will be responsible for the main floor and  the oil & gas exhibits and the 
traveling exhibit area.  Pioneer Museum will have the rest of the display area. 
 
 Veeder reviewed the status of JDA project 2004-1.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to advance $11,566.61 for closing costs.  Voting aye:  Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar; Abstaining:  Patten; motion carried. 
 Other discussion included options for elevator demolition, a pre-legislative 
session meeting with the Petroleum Council on December 15 and Amerada Hess’ 
involvement in Rural Water System 2. 
 
 Frank Guzman, Forest Service District Ranger, discussed the fencing on the 
Route 13 relocation. 
 
 Steve Stenehjem, Wayne Baye, Dennis Edward Johnson, Ross Sundeen, Gene 
Veeder and Todd Hayden met with the Board regarding the snow mobile trail.  The 56 
mile trail needs grooming and signing.  There are some funds available through the 
snowmobile gas tax.  Most of it is on Forest Service land, but there are no issues with 
off highway vehicle or non-motorized restrictions.  The club lost the use of the groomer 
because it wasn’t used during a couple winters of light snow.  It can likely be reacquired 



but would need an operator.  It takes about four hours to make the loop.  There is also 
interest in getting the trail approved as an ATV trail when there is no snow, which would 
be unique in North Dakota.  Guzman said that the Forest Service could assist with 
signs.  Well maintained signs enhance the use of the trail because users need not worry 
about being off trail.  Stenehjem also stated that the Long X extension to the Maah 
Daah Hey Trail can be completed as it would be a big boost to the county and asked the 
Board to put county effort into it. 
 
 Guzman said that Regional Forester Gail Kimbell would be in Watford City on 
November 18 and he would get more details to the Board.  Chinn requested source 
information for one slide in a recent Scientific Review Team presentation which showed 
energy, agricultural and recreation economic impacts.  There was general discussion of 
the elk problem in the Park. 
 
 The meeting reconvened after noon recess.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Patten to approve a raffle permit for Yellowstone School District #14.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A court facilities improvement grant was reviewed.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Patten to authorize Clerk of Court Lanae Roos to apply for funding for 
kevlar placement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve utility crossing permits to 
Reservation Telephone, Amerada Hess and McKenzie Ranger District - Forest Service.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed Road and Bridge matters including the 
fencing on the Route 13 project and development of the project on Route 38.  Dennis 
Henderson met with the Board during this time regarding the amount paid for fencing.  It 
was clarified that the payment is for labor only.  Road limits were discussed with the 
decision made to leave all roads at 105,500 pounds unless excepted.   
 
 There was further discussion of the Alexander Rural Fire request.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Lawlar to grant $5,000 from the Hazardous Chemical 



Preparedness Fund and $15,000 from the General Fund to be paid upon purchase of a 
new truck.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 There was further discussion of the request from the snowmobile club.  Anderson 
will talk with Mark Koeser about the grooming.  Signing and easements will be left to the 
club and the Forest Service. 
 
 Leonard Hoffmann met with the Board regarding the old railroad right of way, 
owned by the County, that goes through his property.  He would like to acquire the 
excess that is not being used for road purposes.  State’s Attorney Johnson will be 
consulted on some issues with this. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the Certificate of Award for 
the FY 2004 Juvenile Accountability Block Grant with Williams County as the recipient 
jurisdiction.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the five year extension to 
the contract with the Federal Aviation Administration for our repeater on their tower.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed a number of matters including options for the 
railroad right of way, needed changes to the jail policy, and the roadless lawsuit 
mediation. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Office Deputy Barb Becker discussed Becker’s position 
responsibilities and compensation with the Board.  Becker also reviewed the procedures 
and time required to complete some of the normal paperwork.   
 
 Anderson appointed Lawlar to be the Commission representative on the County 
Canvassing Board which meets Monday, November 8. 
 
 A listing of federal aid projects from the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation was reviewed with County Engineer Holter and signed by Anderson. 
 
 Following a discussion of future needs for additional space for various purposes, 
it was moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to offer the Watford City Park District 
$1,500 for IT 1107, a parcel directly west of the Courthouse.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 PM until December 7, 2004, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

December 7, 2004 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 7, 2004.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Chairman Anderson called for nominations for chairman for the coming year.  
Chinn nominated Patten.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar that nominations 
cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Patten.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson called for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Lawlar nominated Cayko.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar that nominations cease and a unanimous 
ballot be cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson thanked the Board for their cooperation the last two years.  Chinn 
thanked Anderson for his leadership.  Patten assumed the chair. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was general discussion about 
the current distribution formulas for the county owned royalties, oil & gas production tax 
and public domain royalties. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of joining in with the organization of an eleven county joint 
water board.  Consensus is that there are already several water related boards and 
organizations in the county and that the Board would not be interested in a mandatory 
levy.  Cayko will attend another meeting regarding this on December 9 in Bismarck. 
 
 Robin Arndt, Watford City Park District, reported on the summer activities.  
Because of a reversion clause, the City not the Park District will have to deed the 
Hillside Park property to the County. 
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to transfer $275,000 from 
Unorganized District Road Fund to Road and Bridge and $350,000 from Highway Tax 
Distribution Fund to Road & Bridge.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of the chief dispatch position.  Consensus is that this is a 
non-exempt position under FLSA and that no adjustment will be made to the salary at 
this time. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve a Court Facilities 
Improvement grant application and do the projects if the 75% match is approved.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion on the many requests for tax information to be provided in 
alternate formats.  Consensus is that the information is available to be accessed in the 
courthouse and copied. 
 
 The next meeting was scheduled for December 29, beginning at 10:00 AM  
 
 The request for an energy needs assessment from the North Dakota Association 
of Oil & Gas Producing Counties was discussed.  The information is need to put 
together data for the Legislative session.  It was decided to list a new pump for the East 
Fairview sewer system at $20,000. 
 
 Linda Svihovec and Sue Johnsrud brought in copies of the centennial calendar.  
These are available now for $5.00 each.  The celebration of the County’s centennial has 
been scheduled for September 24, 2005, with a program at 4:00 PM, supper from 5-7 
and entertainment to follow.  The Roundup will be printing bi-weekly stories which will 
be collected into a booklet to be sold to help defray costs of the celebration. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids from Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union 
Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid 
of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on projects including speed 
limits in the county and routes eligible for funds under the Forest Highway funding.  
There was discussion of trading the four wheeler at the landfill.  Wayne’s Sporting 
Center had been contacted and the consensus was to purchase a new one with trade.   
 Clive Pelton, Dunn County Commissioner, and Roger Dorval met with the Board 
to discuss a contract for Holter to do some work for Dunn County.  They were asked to 



meet with IT Coordinator Trevor Kronberg and Engineering Assistant Mike Dollinger to 
discuss the technology needs and other aspects of the project. 
 It was decided to keep the dirt crew working as long as the weather holds, 
beginning with the new cell at the landfill. 
 Holter, Anderson and Chinn met with the Forest Service regarding the Johnson 
low water crossing and the Greenwood bridge but nothing was really decided. 
 Pelton, Dorval, Kronberg and Dollinger returned to the meeting.  Kronberg sees 
no problems with the software working with the hardware now in place.  Consensus was 
to give this project a try. 
 Holter discussed fencing changes made on the Charbonneau project.   
 
 Kirk Cottrell, Cottrell Oil & Gas Leasing, met with the Board regarding mineral 
acres in Section 20, Township 150, Range 101.  He was referred to State’s Attorney 
Johnson. 
 
 There was a discussion about listing property for coverage on the inland marine 
policy.  It was decided to list only items with a stated value over $5,000. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn  to approve the following licenses:  
Eagles - on/off sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Roland & Judy Dahl - 
on/off sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Jay Carr - on/off sale beer, on/off 
sale liquor, both with Sunday; Watford City Golf Club - on/off sale beer, on/off sale 
liquor, both with Sunday and Julia Brown - on/off sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with 
Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve a scoria crushing and 
stockpile agreement with Eugene, Dwayne and Gerald Turnquist.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of $2,500 from Randy 
Skarda for parcel #82-28-01800, IT 594 in Lot 5, East Watford Addition to Watford City.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to cancel the following outdated 
and lost checks: 
 
 Warrant  Date 
 or Check # Payee Issued 
 Amount 
 163045 Christopher Ellis 7/20/01  5.00 



 164094 Deborah L. Parlett 12/5/01  5.00
 

 168138 Todd Kostad 4/2/03 
 $26.0
0 

 168339 Jim W. Forbes 5/7/03  18.00
 

 168354 Larry Hatter 5/7/03  12.00 
 30384 Ronald Broderson 5/4/04 

 752.8
7 

 30435 Dianne DeFoe 5/4/04 
 145.7
8 

 14181 Elmer Evanson 12/11/03  9.21 
 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko reported on the elevator demolition at East Fairview. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson updated the Board on a number of matters including a 
review of revised jail policies, the FOIA appeal and a review of land purchases by non-
profits.  He was asked to negotiate the oil & gas lease requested earlier by Mr. Cottrell.   
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the additional jail 
policies as supplies by Sheriff Larson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to authorize the Chairman to 
institute an appeal of the FOIA request is such is deemed necessary after review of 
materials supplied.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 4:40 PM until Wednesday, December 29, 2004, 
beginning at 10:00 AM CST. 
 

December 29, 2004 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 29, 2004.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  
Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 



 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills presented for 
payment from the 2004 budget.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of reactivating the Technology Support Committee.  
Members are Linda Svihovec, Gene Veeder, Dale Patten and Frances Olson.  Moved 
by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the contract with the North Dakota 
Association of Counties for technology support in the Social Services Department.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko reviewed the work on the East Fairview elevator demolition and the start 
up of Mon-Dak Seed and Grain.  He also reviewed the status of the commission room 
remodeling. 
 
 Chinn reported on the Centennial Committee. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the Construction and 
Maintenance Agreement with North Dakota Department of Transportation for Project 
SC-2738(054).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the following board 
appointments:   Job Development Authority--3 year terms - Dale Patten, Dale Karpyak, 
Richard Cayko, Kent Pelton;  Library Board-- 3 year term - Rick Lawlar; School 
Reorganization Board--3 year terms - Eunice Christopherson, Elinor Sorenson.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Other topics discussed included contributions from the Hazardous Chemical 
Fund, the road right of way through Leonard Hoffmanns’; the new Children’s Park being 
developed in Watford City and the distribution of the County’s share of the Public 
Domain royalties. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 AM until Tuesday, January 4, 2005, 
beginning at 9:00 CST. 
 

January 4, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 4, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  



Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including a list of pledges from the 
depositories.  She also reported zero errors for the month of November as tracked by 
the Motor Vehicle Department. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, bills as presented; to designate Dakota West Credit Union, First 
International Bank & Trust and McKenzie County Bank as depositories for county funds 
and to accept the pledges of assets presented from same.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a membership in the 
Friends of Lake Sakakawea organization at the Gold Membership level.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A letter from the City of Arnegard requesting funds for a memorial monument 
was considered and tabled until additional information can be obtained. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve renewal of the County 
Permit Agreement with North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of the need to reduce the number of polling locations in the 
county as federal funding will not be available for equipping the current number as 
required under the Help America Vote Act.  Chairman Patten appointed Anderson and 
Chinn to meet with Olson to formulate a recommendation to the whole Board. 
 
 Cayko reported on a meeting regarding the formation of a joint water board for 
the 11 counties along the Missouri.  There are still a lot of unanswered questions.  
Another meeting may be scheduled in the next month or two.  He also reported on the 
completion of the elevator demolition at East Fairview. 
 
 Tim Cayko, Paul Linseth, Sharleen Thompson, Kent Pedersen of the Weed 
Control Board, and Weed Control Officer Odin Heim gave the Board an end of year 
report.  They requested assistance with some repairs to the building, snow removal, 
computer maintenance and water expenses which will all be worked out with the 
appropriate departments. 



 
 Neil Nelson, representing the Zoar Cemetery Association, met with the Board to 
discuss the possibility of having the County assist with a demolition project.  This will be 
coordinated with the dirt crew, preferably in April before the season’s work begins. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson met with the Board to discuss a vehicle trade.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Cayko to advertise for bids for one new vehicle, trading the 
1995 Taurus, with bids to be opened on February 1, 2005.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per advertised notice.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Rolfson Oil Company also 
submitted a bid. 
 
 Chinn reviewed correspondence with the Billings office of the Bureau of Land 
Management regarding the County’s royalty interests.  The Bureau has agreed to 
58,368.94 acres.  Additional information needs to be given on about 1,800 more acres 
in order to resolve the County’s rights.  Rights on 10,655.08 acres of public domain also 
need to be resolved.  State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed some options regarding 
resolution.  Johnson and Chinn are authorized to go to Billings. 
 
 Konrad Norstog presented the Board with copies of correspondence to the North 
Dakota Health Department regarding a nearby well that is being operated out of 
compliance with H2S regulations.   
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed Road Department matters.  Road 
Superintendent Koeser has requested that the list of proposed dirt work projects be 
prioritized for the coming season.  Holter reported that the new cell for the landfill has 
been completed.  His office is working on the project for Dunn County and it is nearly 
complete. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM until February 1, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 

February 1, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 1, 2005.  Present:  



Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Additional information had been received from the City of Arnegard regarding 
their plans for a veterans memorial.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to 
grant the City $500 for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of legislative matters, the unlocked gates at the county 
shop at Watford, a recent Missouri River corridor meeting, and a complaint to the Health 
Unit on a residence in East Fairview. 
 
 Keith Winter and Commissioner Chinn reported on a recent meeting with BLM 
personnel in the Billings office regarding the County’s royalty interests in various federal 
tracts.  Also present were State’s Attorney Johnson and Dana Wold.  A number of 
options for continuing to resolve differences were considered with no final decision 
being made at this time. 
 
 Bids for a Sheriff’s vehicle were submitted in response to advertised notice as 
follows: 
 OK Implement:  2005 Pacifica AWD, net after trade of $24,113; 2005 Pacifica 
front wheel drive,  net after trade of $21,260; and 2005 Dodge Stratus, net after trade of 
$14,661. 
 S & S Motors:  2005 Taurus SE, net after trade of $19,867.65; 2005 Taurus SEL, 
net after trade of $22,595.65; 2005 Ford 500 AWD, net after trade of $23,000.65; 2005 
Freestar van, net after trade of $24,073.74; 2005 Freestyle AWD, net after trade of 
$25,763.95. 
Trade vehicle is a 1995 Ford Taurus.  Decision tabled until later in the meeting.  No one 
from the Sheriff’s office was present. 
 
 Gene Veeder and Rick Jore updated the Board on the Long X Visitors Center, 
including plans for the signage, progress on exhibits and the change orders that 
resulted from a number of factors.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to grant 
the $15,000 to the JDA Special Projects toward signing and displays.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 



 
 Jerry Samuelson handed out information on the Homeland Security grants.  
Nearly all of the 2003 allocation has been spent.  Much of the 2004 allocation has gone 
toward planning.  2005 dollars are earmarked for getting radios updated to digital 
capability.  This would be available on a request basis to any emergency response 
department in the county.  There was discussion of having an outside assessment of 
the compatibility of the various E-911 components throughout the county.  Samuelson 
also re-iterated the reporting policy for accidents and near-miss incidents, as the 
timeliness affects our costs for Workforce Safety claims. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn left the meeting at the noon recess to attend Oil & Gas 
Association functions in Bismarck. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to 
accept the bids of Farmers Union Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Rolfson Oil Company also submitted bids. 
 
 Mark Koeser reviewed current status on the County’s road equipment and 
machinery and the various projects possible for the coming season.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to advertise to open bids for three trucks and four 
trailers on April 12, 2005.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 John Holter reported that the bids will be opened on the Route 38 seal coat in 
Bismarck on February 11.  Mike Dollinger and Todd Kostad will be attending classes to 
update their landfill certifications.  Dollinger is completing bridge inspections. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud requested adjustment in her budget to return Jan Dodge 
to full time due to the work load with all the oil activity.  Full time status was approved 
effective January 1, 2005, as she has worked the hours the past month. 
 
 ARB Chief Meteorologist Aaron Gilstad gave the report on the 2004 season of 
the cloud modification program.  Also present were County AR Board members Orville 
Hellandsaas, Rodney Cross, and Eldean Flynn and Board Secretary Sandra Flynn. 
 
 District Ranger Frank Guzman updated the Board on Forest Service matters, 
including tribal appeals of oil and gas leases.  A meeting has been scheduled for 
February 15, at 1 PM at the Forest Service offices to work out a weed control program 
between the county, Forest Service and McKenzie Grazing Association.  
Commissioners Anderson and Cayko will attend.  The Scientific Review Team’s report 



is scheduled for March 30 in Bismarck.  The Lewis & Clark Corps of Discovery II will be 
in Watford City April 10-16.  There is still some interest being expressed for the Legacy 
Trail east from Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson advised the Board an a number of legal matters and 
discussed pending legislation.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to have a 
survey made of the centerline of an existing road through the Leonard Hoffmann land in 
sections 1 and 2 of Township 149N Range 98W, reserve one hundred feet on each side 
of the centerline, and issue a Quit Claim deed to Leonard Hoffmann for the area outside 
the one hundred feet on each side of the surveyed centerline in exchange for a Quit 
Claim deed from Mr. Hoffmann for the one hundred feet on each side of the surveyed 
centerline, with each party reserving their own mineral interest.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to issue a raffle permit to the Keene 
First Lutheran WELCA.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the resignation of Denton 
Zubke from the McKenzie County Ambulance Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 RESOLVED, that the form of amended Cafeteria Plan including a 
Dependent Care Assistance Program and Health Care Reimbursement 
Plan effective January 1, 2005, presented to this meeting is hereby 
approved and adopted and that the duly authorized agents of the 
Employer are hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver to the 
Administrator of the Plan one or more counterparts of the Plan. 
 RESOLVED, that the Administrator shall be instructed to take such 
actions that are deemed necessary and proper in order to implement the 
Plan, and to set up adequate accounting and administrative procedures to 
provide benefits under the Plan. 
 RESOLVED, that the duly authorized agent of the Employer shall 
act as soon as possible to notify the employees of the Employer of the 
adoption of the Cafeteria Plan by delivering to each employee a copy of 
the summary description of the Plan in the form of the Summary Plan 
Description presented to this meeting, which form is hereby approved. 



 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the allocation of 2004 
interest as presented and to retain the interest in the General Fund.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of OK Implement for 
a 2005 Pacifica front wheel drive vehicle for the Sheriff’s Department.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson presented information on work being done in cooperation with 
the North Dakota Forest Service to develop plans for dealing with wild fires.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 

MCKENZIE COUNTY 
COMMUNITY WILDFIRE PROTECTION PLAN 

RESOLUTION 
 

Whereas, McKenzie County being a mostly rural area affected by area of 
tree row, tall grasses, Conservation Reserve Program land, and small 
diameter trees; and 

 
Whereas, rural fires present a hazard as identified by the County’s multi-
hazard mitigation plan and are compounded by consistent and high winds; 
and 

 
Whereas, the County’s fire response is limited by the lack of equipment, 
trained personnel and funding, and the overwhelming coverage area in the 
response district; and 

 
Whereas, the County is seeking to mitigate the impacts of rural fires 
through public awareness; and 

 
Whereas, the County wishes to pursue a planning grant to establish a 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan that will identify mitigation measures 
and the community risks from a rural fire event; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County 
Commissioners supports the application for such a grant and commits the 



necessary resource to complete the project including the required in-kind 
match and directs the County Emergency Manager to utilize Nick of Time 
LLC to submit the grant application at no cost. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,  that if the grant application is successful 
and funds available, the County will utilize Nick of Time LLC, through the 
Emergency Management Office, to complete the project at a cost not to 
exceed $5,000 as negotiated. 

 
Voting aye:  Cayko, Lawlar, Patten; voting nay:  Anderson; the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Patten reported that there will be a presentation at the International Inn in Minot 
on February 16 regarding measures that can be taken to control fuel costs.  He will plan 
to attend. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids for cutting 
edges, crushing, bridge lumber and culverts, with opening on April 12.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM until March 1, 2005, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

March 1, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 1, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by and seconded by to approve the Treasurer’s report, bills, and the 
minutes with one correction - Commissioner Chinn, not Commissioner Cayko attended 
the weed meeting at the Forest Service on February 15.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn discussed various audit methods for establishing the 
county’s correct royalty acres and payments. 
 



 DEM Coordinator Jerry Samuelson said that there will be a National Incident 
Management System training session on March 21 at the Civic Center.  Emergency 
agencies, cities and the county are encouraged to attend.  Some agencies have not 
been participating in the state Homeland Security grants.  There will be a Spending 
Planning meeting on March 24.  The state is requesting 14.4% of the County’s law 
enforcement allocation to upgrade towers for digital.  If all counties participate, up to 
50% of the cost will come back. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
 WHEREAS, McKenzie County and its political subdivisions are 
confronted daily with the possibility of a serious incident of emergency 
proportion. Natural, technological and man-made hazards pose a constant 
threat to the welfare and security of our citizens;  
 WHEREAS, the collective input and guidance from all Federal, 
State and local homeland security partners has been, and will continue to 
be, vital to the development, effective implementation and utilization of a 
comprehensive National Incident Management System (NIMS); 
 WHEREAS, to facilitate the most efficient and effective incident 
management system, it is critical that McKenzie County utilize 
standardized terminology, organizational structures, interoperable 
communications, consolidated action plans, incident and unified command 
structures, uniform personnel qualification standards, uniform standards 
for planning, training and exercising and comprehensive resource 
management;  
 WHEREAS, the NIMS standardized procedures for managing 
personnel, communications, facilities and resources will improve the 
county's ability to utilize federal funding to enhance local readiness, 
maintain the safety of first responders and streamline incident 
management processes;  
 WHEREAS, the Incident Command System components of NIMS 
are already an integral part of various incident management activities 
throughout the county, including current emergency management training 
program, and adopted in the county’s Emergency Operation Plan. 
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that McKenzie County has 
adopted the National Incident Management System as the county’s 
standard for incident management. 



 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gilman and Margaret Anderson, representing Alex Township, met with the Board 
to discuss road issues in Sections 8, 9, 16 & 17 in Township 150N, Range 101W 
(Jacobson Road).  A bridge will be replaced with culverts and the road top will be built to 
the County’s standard of 24 feet wide.  The Township will pay two-thirds of the road 
work and be allowed a three year payment schedule.  The bridge is the County’s 
expense. 
 
 Loren Berwald and Omar Wold met with the Board regarding the Veterans 
Memorial Building.  More boards are needed for the names of deceased veterans.  
Boards to match the current ones are to be ordered and the bill given to the County 
Auditor. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to appoint Mike Tschetter to the 
County Ambulance Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved y Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint the following to a five year 
term on the County Weather Modification Board ending on March 10, 2010: Orville 
Hellandsaas, Rodney Cross, Lynn Swenson, Eldean Flynn and Gary Levang.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
County employees serve America.  

 
County employees police our streets, fight fires, save lives in hospitals and 
health centers, keep families healthy, repair bridges, plow snow, help 
troubled youths and young adults, train laid-off workers, provide veterans 
services and countless other jobs they deserve to be recognized for.  

 
Counties provide public safety, and offer medical and human services. 
Counties provide opportunities for new businesses to prosper, provide job 
training and technological solutions. Counties provide needed elderly 
services for grandmothers and grandfathers and healthcare to the 
disabled and needy. When natural or man-made disaster strikes, county 



emergency services keep children and their families safe and informed 
until order can be restored.  

 
Counties provide services that make America’s communities stronger, 
safer places to live and raise families.  

 
County officials and employees use their role as local leaders to 
encourage economic development and therefore improve the lives of their 
citizens and make their communities more livable.  

 
Counties have a long history of providing critical services. County 
governments are the citizen’s local government voice, providing solutions 
that bring communities together.  

 
In recognition of the leadership, innovation and valuable service provided 
by our nation’s counties:  

 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners hereby proclaims April 10 - 16, 2005 National County 
Government Week. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mike Abel, NDACo Tech specialist, met with the Board to discuss an agreement 
for technology assistance.  Also present were Trevor Kronberg, County IT Coordinator, 
and Treasurer Linda Svihovec.  Abel outlined the services and staff available for support 
to the County, and suggested some priorities for consideration.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Cayko to approve a technical support services agreement with the North 
Dakota Association of Counties to provide assistance to the County’s IT Coordinator for 
up to 96 hours a year.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the GASB support 
agreement with Computer Professional  Limited.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the bingo permit 
application by East Fairview Close Up program.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of changes needed to county policies regarding load limits 
and speed limits on county routes. 



 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at 
all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Rolfson Oil Company also submitted a bid. 
 
 John Holter and Mark Koeser discussed various road matters with the Board 
including the Jacobson road project, a possible project on Route 29 north of Hystad’s, 
and equipment purchases.  It was decided to advertise the 1981 Terex for sale and take 
bids April 12.  There was also discussion of load permits which was left for now pending 
the outcome of state legislation.  
 Personnel Committee members Linda Svihovec, Mark Koeser, Debbie Johnston 
and Denae Hoffmann met with the Board to recommend a number of changes to the 
county’s policy.  Gene Veeder and Mike Dollinger are also on the committee. 
 
 Lloyd Clock updated the Board on E-911 matters.  The database with Intrada is 
completed.  There was some discussion of personnel needs and the possibility of 
transferring 911 funds to pay for dispatching.   
 
 Tim Swenson and Brianna Bohmbach reported on the activities of the McKenzie 
County Community Coalition.  It has three main areas of concern:  to educate to be pro-
active against drug and substance abuse; to develop community assets; and to 
encourage youth/adult partnerships. 
 
 Susan Keenaghan presented information on the Family Nutrition Program.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to support this program with in-kind 
services for the coming year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a sign maintenance 
agreement with North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed a number of pending matters with the Board.   
 
 The recommended personnel policy changes were reviewed.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Anderson to make the following amendments to the policy: 
 Section 201 - Employment Categories - change “regular part-time” from “at least 
50% of a full-time scheduled workweek” to “at least 50% of full-time scheduled hours 
per month” 
 



 Section 302 - Vacation Benefits - add an accrual rate for over 15 years of service 
to earn a total of 18 days per year 
  
 Add Section 503 - Corporate Credit Card Policy -  

Regular, full-time employees may be eligible for a corporate credit 
card at the discretion of the Board of McKenzie  County 
Commissioners.  To be eligible for a corporate credit card, an 
employee must travel frequently in the course of his/her duties, 
purchase significant volumes of goods and services for use by the 
County, or incur other regular business expenses of a kind 
appropriately paid by credit card. 

 
Each card will be limited to a maximum of $5,000.00.  Increases to 
the established maximum may be made on a case-by-case basis 
by the Board of McKenzie County Commissioners. 

 
The corporate credit card is only to be used for official business on 
behalf of the County.  The corporate credit card may not be used to 
obtain cash advances, bank checks, traveler’s checks, or electronic 
cash transfers for either business or personal expenses.  Any 
misuse of the credit card may result in cancellation of the card, 
withdrawal of corporate credit card privileges, and disciplinary 
action up to and including termination. 

 
Corporate credit card expenditures must be submitted with original 
receipts to the McKenzie County Auditor’s Office within ten 
business days of use.  Continued or repeated non-conformance to 
this policy may result in cancellation of the card, payroll deduction 
for unreconciled amounts, and such other actions as appropriate, 
up to and including termination of employment. 

 
Lost or stolen cards must be reported immediately to the credit card 
company and the McKenzie County Auditor’s Office. 

 
 Add Section 504.1 - Cell Phone Use Policy 

Employees who are issued cell phones for business use and whose 
job responsibilities include regular or occasional driving are 
expected to refrain from using their phone while driving.  
Regardless of the circumstances, employees are strongly 



encouraged to pull off to the side of the road and safely stop the 
vehicle before placing or accepting a call. 

 
Employees whose job responsibilities do not specifically include 
driving as an essential function, but who are issued a cell phone for 
business use are also expected to abide by the provisions above.  
Under no circumstances are employees allowed to place 
themselves at risk to fulfill business needs. 

 
 Amend Section 505 - Smoking - to read as follows:  In keeping with McKenzie 
County's intent to provide a safe and healthful work environment, smoking within 50 feet 
of county owned buildings is prohibited.  Smoking will not be permitted in county 
vehicles when there are passengers present.  This policy applies equally to all 
employees and the public. 
 
All voting aye, the policy changes are adopted.  New policy booklets will be printed for 
each employee. 
 
 There was further discussion of the need for a more defined and uniform permit 
system for oversized loads.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the 
following variance to the Class 1 road restrictions for all users on County Route 27 and 
the west four miles of County Route 38 (from Bear Paw’s McKenzie gas plant to the 
Montana line):  All vehicles will comply with Class 1 axle weight restrictions, Class A 
gross vehicle weight restrictions, and reduce loaded speed to twenty-five (25) miles per 
hour.  In addition, County Route 16 will have the same load restrictions as ND 200 
except for the east ½ mile coming off US 85.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to make the following amendments to 
the 2004 budget:  General Fund Departments - Treasurer - increase to $108,256.55; 
Buildings & Grounds - increase to $154,665.92; Non-Departmental - increase to 
$298,636.05; Sheriff - increase to $331,689.63; Jail - increase to $140,956.48; Weed 
Control Fund - increase to $236,182.06; JDA Fund - increase to $90,426.10; Document 
Preservation Fund - Increase to $10,495.39 and E911 Fund - increase to $33,123.43.  
All additional expenditures were funded from cash on hand or unanticipated revenues.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Bear Paw Energy 
Utility permits.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $477,779.80 from Northern 
Improvement received in the bid opening of February 11, 2005, for Project 
SC-2738(054) was the low bid received, and 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable, 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of 
Commissioners of McKenzie County will award to Northern Improvement  
the contract for Project SC-2738(054) and hereby authorizes the 
Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation for any payments made under this 
contract, which are not collectible from the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

 
All voting aye, the resolution carried. 
 
 Other topics discussed included the upcoming County Officials Prep School 
conference, an invitation to lunch at the Watford City Senior Citizens, clean up needed 
at an East Fairview property, Bob Perry’s Workforce Safety claim and a request to 
consider a wellness program including a “health” break for county employees. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM CST until April 5, 2005. 
 
 
  



MARCH 30, 2005 
SPECIAL TRANSPORTATION MEETING 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met in special 
session per statutory call at the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 30, 
2005.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and 
Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Purpose of the meeting was to set a policy for load limits and restrictions.  
County Engineer John Holter and Deputy Sheriff Bob Perry were also present. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to reconsider the motion passed on 
March 5, 2005, regarding load limits and restrictions.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Past policy was reviewed including locations of various exemptions to the blanket 
Class 1 restrictions during the spring.  Factors considered included:  impacts of varied 
restrictions on short stretches of pavement rather than whole routes;  oil industry 
usages and agricultural related usages; exempting a number of trips rather than the 
route; and current speed limits on the various routes. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn  to impose Class 1 load limits on all 
paved county routes with the following exceptions: 
 Route 50 - not restricted 
 Route 20 - Number 2 restriction 
 Route 5 - from the Junction with County Route 38 (junction of One O One Road 
and Bennie Peer Road) west to the Montana State line restricted to Class 1 axle 
weights, Class A Gross Vehicle Weights and maximum speed of 25 miles per hour 
 Route 14 - from the oil dump at 10732 32nd ST NW east approximately ½ mile to 
the junction with 107th AVE NW restricted to Class 1 axle weights, Class A Gross 
Vehicle Weights and maximum speed of 25 miles per hour 
 Route 27 - from the approach to the Red Wing Gas Plant at 14032 14th ST NW 
west ½ mile to the junction with 141st AVE NW, then 1 mile south to the end of the 
pavement restricted to Class 1 axle weights, Class A Gross Vehicle Weights and 
maximum speed of 25 miles per hour 
 Restrictions to run concurrent with the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation restrictions for this area. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 There was discussion of the need for an all new permit system that would include 
permitting divisible loads during frost restrictions.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar for the following exception on Route 
16:  from the junction with 152 AVE NW east to US Highway 85 restricted to Class 1 
axle weights, Class A Gross Vehicle Weights and maximum speed of 25 miles per hour 
for the spring of 2005; restrictions to run concurrent with the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation restrictions for this area.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Holter stated that the condition of the bridges also need to be considered when 
determining load restrictions. 
 
 Anderson inquired about the 45 mile per hour speed limit on the various roads.  
Engineering will do some research on the design speeds for the various routes and 
report back. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 12:05 PM CST. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 5, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 5, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was a discussion of the various 
revenues that are received on an annual basis.  It was also decided to request an 
accounting of the sources of the payments to the government which make up the 
Bankhead Jones allocations. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written, 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Chairman Patten reported conversations with a trucking company re:  load limits 
and fines.  Additional information will be needed before any actions can be decided. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson presented a Joint Powers Agreement with the Association of 
Counties for training and exercises for emergency responders.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Chinn to approve the contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
Samuelson reported that he has been working with the agencies and using Homeland 
Security funds to get radio equipment up the date.  He presented information on the 
amount of veterans benefits which come into the county and the number of people 
receiving these funds.  At a meeting yesterday, he learned that the incentive for early 
reporting of Workforce Safely and Insurance claims has increased to $250 and that the 
penalty for more than 24 hours after the injury has increased to $350.  All departments 
will be informed and are encouraged to report early. 
 
 Michon Sax was present for a discussion of an incentive program for employees 
to use the Wellness Center.  Such a program could result in lower health care costs and 
improve worker productivity.  Various incentives were considered but no decision made.  
Employees will also be encouraged to use coffee break time for walking. 
 
 Renae Johnson, Robin Arndt, Linda Svihovec and Scott Swenson presented 
information on the new children’s playground being planned in Watford City.  Swenson 
also presented information on work needed at the Watford City Golf Course, including a 
project to improve the water used on the course and various pathway improvements.  
He expressed appreciation for the work contributed by county employee Ron 
Chernenko on the clubhouse basement last fall. 
 
 Shawn Rink, Jason Signalness and Norm Enderle, representing the Keene Rural 
Fire Station, presented information on a proposed fire hall expansion.  They barely have 
enough room for the vehicles and need storage, locker and shower areas.  They were 
asked to provide additional information at the next meeting. 
 
 Frank Guzman, District Ranger for the McKenzie District, Dakota Prairie 
Grasslands, updated the Board on matters relating to the Forest Service including a 
meeting scheduled to review the bridge replacement project near Mervin Johnson’s, a 
fishing derby June 11 at the pond in Watford City, scoping to be done on the Legacy 
Trail, and planning for trail rides.  HE will be standing in at Bismarck for Dave Pieper 
while he is on temporary assignment to Washington DC. 
 



 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Bids were also submitted by Farmers Union 
Oil Company.   
 
 Kent Pedersen asked the Board about the hindrances to field access caused by 
the installation of the rural water line.  He was referred to the Water Board and the 
project engineer.  
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser updated 
the Board on projects.  There was discussion on priority of the various projects for the 
summer.  Koeser will check into getting an extended warranty on the two Caterpillar 
scrapers.  One of two open positions has been filled.  Koeser left the meeting at this 
point. 
 Holter presented copies of letters from the Forest Service to Burlington 
Resources and Diamond Resources.  They appear to be questioning the County’s 
jurisdiction on a portion of Route 38.  Holter passed out a sheet of the design speeds on 
the various routes. He also reported that the Dunn County project is finished and 
payment received. 
 
 Sue Johnsrud updated the Board on the Corps of Discovery II event in Watford 
City April 12-18, as well as some discussion on the grand opening scheduled for the 
Long X Visitors Center on April 16.   
 
 The National Association of Counties is helping sponsor the Corcoran Museum 
of Art’s exhibition, Botanical Treasures of Lewis & Clark, and are asking the states and 
counties along the Trail to participate.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to 
contribute $75 as requested by the North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer discussed aspects of hosting the Corps of Discovery II 
and employee parking.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to allocate the public domain royalty 
receipts as follows:  50% to the County General Fund; 35% to the schools, based on 
taxable valuation; and 15% to the cities based on population.  Voting aye:  Anderson, 
Chinn, Lawlar, Patten; voting nay:  Cayko; motion carried. 
 



 State’s Attorney Johnson gave a general report of the various legal matters 
pending for the county. 
 
 Bob Wisness met with the Board to express concerns with the rural water line 
trenches that are sinking.  Water Resource District Board President Denton Zubke 
reported on the efforts to resolve various difficulties with the construction of the line.  He 
is to work with Road Superintendent Koeser as needed.  Zubke also reported that there 
are currently three hookups being served. 
 
 Chairman Patten reported that Cross Consulting has hired and will be hiring 
additional employees for a new contract. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute a proxy for the North Dakota 
Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting to be held May 11, 2005.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to execute a three year oil & gas 
lease with Contex Energy Company for the SE ¼ in Section 15, Township 150 North, 
Range 98 West of the 5th PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was general discussion on the following topics with no action taken:  
Garrison Diversion Conservancy District Recreation grants, Golf Course projects, 
Children’s playground project and request, adjustment to the county mileage rate. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM CDT until April 12, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

April 12, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 12, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent, Anderson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman and Daryl Hochhalter met with the Board to 
discuss GIS projects.  Advertising for the assistant position was discussed with a 
tentative start date set as July 1.  Bauman is to check into purchasing software that 
allows viewing of scanned documents in the Recorder’s office. 
 



 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present for bid openings. 
 
 Bids for tandem truck cabs and chassis were opened per advertised notice as 
follows:  Nelson International, cash price of one 2006 International 9400C of $76,700, 
trade allowance of $35,000 and $35,000 on the trades, for a net bid on three new 
trucks, trading two, of $160,100; WW Wallwork Inc - cash price of one 2006 Sterling 
LT9522, $70,5794, trade allowances of $44,000 and $34,500 on the trades, for a net bid 
on three new trucks, trading two, of $133,282; Westlie Motor Company - cash price of 
one 2006 Freightliner FLD120SD of $73,455, trade allowances of $40,250 and $38,750 
on the trades, for a net bid on three new trucks, trading two of $141,365. 
 
 Bids for triple axle single hopper bottom dump trailers were opened per 
advertised notice as follows:  RDO Equipment - cash price for one 2005 Arnie trailer of 
$43,860, trade allowance on the LoadKing of $7,550, trade allowance on the Red River 
of $4,500, net price for three trailers trading two of $119,530; Westlie Motor Company - 
cash price for one 2006 Midland trailer of $35,687, trade allowance on the LoadKing of 
$9,500, trade allowance on the Red River of $5,000, net price for three trailers trading 
two of $92,561; WW Wallwork Inc - cash price for one 2005 Manac CPS trailer of 
$32,485, trade allowance on the LoadKing of $6,500, trade allowance on the Red River 
of $7,500, net price for three trailers trading two of $83,455; Tractor & Equipment - cash 
price for one 2005 LoadKing trailer (to be ordered) of $40,600, trade allowance on the 
LoadKing of $13,000, trade allowance on the Red River of $7,500, net price for three 
trailers trading two of $101,300; and Tractor & Equipment - cash price for one 2005 
LoadKing trailer (in stock) of $28,000, trade allowance on the LoadKing of $13,000, 
trade allowance on the Red River of $7,500, net price for three trailers trading two of 
$63,500. 
 
 Bids for flat deck triple axle trailers were opened per advertised notice as follows:  
RDO Equipment - cash price for one 2005 Towmaster of $23,100, trade allowance of 
$2,400, net price for two trading one of $42,800; Westlie Motor Company - cash price 
for one 2005 Neville of $19,125, trade allowance of $1,000, net price for two trading one 
of $37,250. 
 
 Holter and Koeser will review the bids for conformity to specifications. 
 
 Chinn reported on recent talks with C.E. Brooks regarding the royalty inventory.  
Ron Whited has asked to put in a cattle guard.  Ed Yadon will check if the guard meets 
county specs and where he wants it.  Patten reported a request from Ned Hermanson 



regarding fence placement.  This will be decided later when a decision is made on work 
to be done on the road there.  
 
 Bids to sell the 1981 Terex scraper were opened per advertised notice with bids 
submitted as follows:  Glacier Earthmovers, Froid MT, $40,105; Steve Nelson, Watford 
City ND, $7,600; Franz Construction, Sidney MT, $38,888; Steve Greenwood, Sidney 
MT, $38,555.50; and General Equipment, Fargo ND, $28,100.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Glacier Earthmovers.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.. 
 
 Holter asked about a free day at the landfill as in the past for spring cleanup.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to waive fees at the county landfill on May 
13, 14 and 16.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bridge lumber bids were opened per advertised notice with only one bid 
submitted by Wheeler Lumber.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept this 
bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the utility permit application 
from the Forest Service for water line work.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the utility permit application 
from Reservation Telephone for laying telephone cable.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids for crushing gravel and scoria were opened per advertised notice with bids 
submitted by Gravel Products and Sundre Sand & Gravel, both of Minot.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept both bids, allowing the Road Superintendent 
discretion to obtain crushing in the most timely manner.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of the need to limit roads in the Squaw Gap area because 
of anticipated use of gravel pits in the area by the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation.  Holter will contact the State District about planned projects. 
 
 Bids for steel and concrete culverts were opened per advertised notice with bids 
submitted by Cretex Concrete Products West and Fargo Johnston Culvert Company.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept both bids.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 



 Bids for cutting edges were opened per advertised notice with one bid submitted 
by RDO Equipment, Bismarck.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept this 
bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Koeser reported on his review of the bids for trucks and trailers.  Westlie’s bid for 
the flat deck did not meet specifications.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of RDO Equipment for two flat deck triple axle trailers.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 Koeser reported that the hopper bottom trailers bid by WW Wallwork and by 
Tractor & Equipment did not meet specifications.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Westlie Motors for three triple axle single hopper bottom 
dump trailers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board recessed for noon lunch as guests of the Young at Hearts Club, 
reconvening at 1:45 following a County Park Board meeting. 
  
 Koeser reported that the Sterling bid by WW Wallwork did not meet 
specifications.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Westlie 
Motor Company for three Freightliners.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Koeser presented a draft letter for a meeting with landowners on Route 13 for 
discussion of future projects on that road.  This was approved and the hearing set for 
2:00 PM, May 3, 2005, in the Commissioners Room of the Courthouse. 
 
 Shawn Rink, representing the Keene Firemen, presented additional information 
on the proposed building expansion.  Consensus that there will be a contribution from 
the County, but they are to continue their fund raising efforts.   
 
 There was further discussion of the requests from the Golf Course and the 
Children’s Playground project.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to contribute 
$17,600 to the Park District to be used toward the water treatment project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 This year’s Bankhead Jones receipts were $1,742,489.26.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to distribute the Bankhead Jones payment as follows:    to the 
Townships - value of federal lands times township levy times two; to the school districts 
- the larger of the value of federal lands times school levy times two OR resident 
students times $400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 PM until May 3, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 3, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 3, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Treasurer Svihovec; Absent:  Auditor 
Olson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at .9:00 AM CDT.  Kyle Chernenko 
attended the morning session for his government class. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion regarding improving section line trails to roads, who has 
the authority to do the work and set the standards to which the roads would be built and 
the rights of adjacent landowners and their right to compensation for damages.  A 
State’s Attorney’s Opinion may be required. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson discussed the upcoming full scale disaster exercise with the 
Board.  Several local, state and federal agencies will be involved.  He informed the 
Board of a Veterans Administration Outreach that will be available May 17-19 for 
reviewing and processing claims.  A deputy Sheriff required a tetanus shot after being 
bitten by a dog while serving a warrant.   
 Ann Johnsrud reported information she had obtained on shirts with the County’s 
centennial logo.  She will get a few sizes for employees to try before ordering.  The 
County will pay half. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the applications for abatement and 
settlement of 2003 and 2004 taxes filed by Mary Lou Weber.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the application per the recommendation of the 
Alexander City Council for Irregular Tracts #818, 1146, and 1722 in Unplatted 
Alexander.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 



 There was discussion on a recommendation to fill a vacancy on the Social 
Services Board and the request for use of a credit card.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Chinn to appoint Fay Moberg to an unexpired term ending July 1, 2007.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze requested funding assistance to replace the video conference 
equipment which is not working properly.  Would Homeland Security money be 
available?  Naze has about ¼ of the cost covered.   
 
 Tax Director Barbara Bauman presented a list of the applicants for the assistant 
position and the point system she had used in evaluating the applications.  
Commissioners Patten and Chinn, Bauman, Treasurer Svihovec and Auditor Olson 
were appointed as a committee to review the applications, interview and report a 
recommendation to the full Board at the June meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a credit card for the use 
of Social Services staff for expenses other than travel and lodging.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter; Lawrence Bender and Rick Burnett for Zinke, 
Trumbo, Inc.; Donn Skadeland and Tom Ritter for Diamond Resources; Ray Powell; 
Carroll Paulson and Tim Dwyer were present for a discussion on development of roads 
in the oil patch, particularly on section lines.  Issues included what entities may improve 
roads on section lines and what authorizations/easements are needed; damages paid to 
landowners when there is no existing county route; standards to which a road must be 
built; and concerns about who would have maintenance and other liability on the 
improved road.  Chairman Patten would like a formal opinion from the State’s Attorney 
at this point. 
 
 Kyle Chernenko left the meeting and the Board recessed for noon. 
 
 Derek Maatala attended part of the afternoon session for his government class. 
 
 Frank Guzman updated the Board on Forest Service matters including oil & gas 
activity on the McKenzie Ranger District; the time line on the permitting process; the 
Cherry Creek crossing near Mervin Johnson’s and the drainage at the Greenwood 
Bridge; and signing on county right of way.  The Commissioners were invited to meet 
with the Review team on June 7.  The Forest Service will do the scoping on the Legacy 
Trail, but there doesn’t seem to be much support. 



 
 Fuel bids were submitted per notice by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 John Holter and Mark Koeser updated the Board on county road projects 
including a request for speed bumps in East Highland Acres.  The road is already 
signed for 25 MPH.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to amend the county 
road policy guidelines for separation of road top to ditch bottom to be four feet on local 
“off system” roads.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Holter reported a request from Deb Reichman to have a portion of the Flat Rock 
Road closed.  Put on June agenda. 
 
 Present for a public hearing on improvements to Route 13 were:  County 
Engineer Holter, Road Superintendent Koeser, Al Oian, Dale Tjelde, Butch Kuykendall, 
Walter Link, Doug Nenow, Don Anderson, John Irwin and Ned Hermanson.  Written 
comments were also received from landowner Margaret Cummings.  The proposed 
improvements have been on the project list for a number of years.  The increase in 
traffic and safety concerns have moved the project up in priority.  General consensus 
that the hills need to be fixed but that the rest of the road is okay.  Koeser will work with 
the landowners to identify the problem areas.  Chinn will work with Frank Guzman to 
obtain a categorical exclusion for the project due to safety concerns.   
 
 Myron Leland met with the Board to discuss closing a portion of the road in 
Sections 10, 15 and 16, Township 147 Range 103.  This will be dealt with when some 
issues with the Board’s authority on roads have been settled.  
 
 A request from the Assembly of God Church for fill dirt was denied.   
 
 A survey has been completed on the road right of way near Leonard Hoffmann’s 
and will be turned over to the State’s Attorney to draw up easements. 
 
 The Corps of Engineers will host public meetings in May regarding the potential 
transfer of Garrison Dam/Lake Sakakawea project land to the Fort Berthold reservation.  
The Williston meeting will be May 26, from 4 to 8 PM at  Williston Airport International 
Inn.  The transfer was requested by the Three Affiliated Tribes.  Gene Veeder has been 
asked to prepare formal comments for the County in opposition to the proposal. 
 Patten on a meeting with Senator Dorgan regarding the PILT funding.   At this 
time, no changes in funding have been decided. 



 
 Chinn reported on the current trip permit practices among the counties of the 
North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties.   
 
 Patten presented the Court Facilities Improvement project status report prepared 
by Lanae Roos.   
 
 A request for gravel from the Watford City Golf Course was approved. 
 
 Cayko reported that the Recreation Committee of the Garrison Diversion 
Conservancy District had awarded a $30,000 grant to the Children’s Playground project.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to contribute $25,000 toward the same 
project.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Jerry Samuelson went over duties for the County Commissioners for Emergency 
or Disaster operations in preparation for the May 25 exercise. 
 
 The meeting adjourned until June 7, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 7, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 7, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Treasurer Svihovec.  Absent:  Auditor 
Olson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Chinn reported on correspondence from Connie Brooks regarding the county’s 
royalty rights and payments on wells in McKenzie County. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 County Social Services Director Michon Sax presented additional information on 
county burial costs.  Further discussion was tabled until the next meeting.   
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to support the appointments of 
Darrell Vanyo and Vince Gillette to the Child Support Enforcement Task Force and to 
send a letter of support to Carol Olson, North Dakota Department of Human Services 
Executive Director.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Deb Wisness was interviewed for the position open in the office of Tax 
Equalization. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the transfer of beer and 
liquor licenses from Roland and Judyth Dahl DBA TJ’s Pizza and Suds to WC Pizza 
LLP DBA TJ’s Pizza.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 No public appeared for the County Equalization meeting held at 10:30 AM CDT.  
Tax Director Barbara Bauman requested approval to raise residential building property 
values in the former Schafer and Ideal Townships by 10% in keeping with a the 10% 
increase approved for residential property by the City of Watford City.  She 
recommended a 4% increase for crop and non-crop values to keep within state 
guidelines.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the 
recommendations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Anderson also expressed concerns 
about the changes made to the agricultural value formula by the recent legislative 
session. 
 
 Brad Sanford, coach for the summer baseball programs, discussed the problems 
at the baseball field, especially the drainage problems.  He requested $35,000 funding 
from the County as well as in-kind participation for dirt work and surveying.  Further 
discussion tabled until the July meeting. 
 
 Laura Sanford was interviewed for the position open in the office of Tax 
Equalization. 
 
 Carol Kieson was interviewed for the position open in the office of Tax 
Equalization. 
 
 Noon recess included lunch at the Forest Service District Office as part of the 
General Management Plan review. 
 



 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Drovdal, on behalf of Mayor Harold Larson, requested assistance with chip 
sealing the streets in Arnegard.  He also reported that there will be another Emergency 
Responders Appreciation August 9 to include a golf scramble ($5 per person) and steak 
fry ($10.50 per person) at the Watford City Golf Course.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Lawlar to allocate up to $2,000 for the event.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter discussed a number of road matters with the board 
including Mervin Johnson bridge plans; easements obtained and Forest Service 
requirements for Route 13 work; ND HWY 200 to be overlaid this summer, scoria 
needed on Route 38, Williston Basin Pipeline using Route 16 for access to replace a 
line in Tri Township; possible future projects, and information on an oil scrubber 
obtained by Road Superintendent Mark Koeser.  Chinn reported a request by 
landowners for work on a section line trail off the Lone Butte Road.  A cattle guard 
permit request by Brian Zingleman was approved.  There was discussion of dust 
suppression.  The county will blade in product supplied by residents.   
 
 Landowners along Route 31 present to discuss upgrades were Gerald and 
Janice Leiseth, Jason Leiseth, and David Drovdal.  Mark Koeser presented a letter of 
support for improvements from Dorothy and Lillian Bergem.  The possible scope of the 
project was outlined.  There was discussion of the county’s policy for fence removal and 
re-building.  At the conclusion of the discussion, it was moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Lawlar to amend the fence policy to read:  “Fences on all projects will be 
paid at a maximum of $1,000.00 per mile to remove and a maximum of $4,000.00 per 
mile to reset.  Reconstructed fence must consist of at least 3 barbed wires of 12.5 
gauge fastened firmly to posts not more than one rod (sixteen and one half feet) apart.  
Reconstruction must be completed within two years after the completion of the road 
project.  The County will pay a maximum of $800 for an authorized temporary fence.  
This will include installation and removal.”  Voting aye:  Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar, and 
Patten; voting nay, Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Koeser discussed concerns with the demolition of the buildings and equipment at 
the site of the future Children’s Playground and possible work on the baseball field 
renovation.  He reported that Jim Forbes left the department and only one application 
has been received. 



 
 Dale Naze met with the Board to go over the report of the Scientific Review 
Team on the Grasslands Management Plan.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to offer the Assistant Tax Director 
position to Deb Wisness effective July 1, 2005.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Patten had received a letter from Lawrence Bender stating that the 
disagreements between landowners and Zinke, Trumbo, Inc. had been resolved. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fisher presented a proposal for repairing or replacing the 
sidewalk in front of the courthouse.  It was decided that Fisher should work with K & L 
Construction for a full replacement. 
 
 Chairman Patten appointed Commissioner Anderson as the County’s voting 
delegate at the 2005 National Association of Counties Annual Conference in Honolulu. 
 
 Quit Claim deeds have been prepared for the exchange with Leonard and Lillian 
Hoffmann.  They are to be contacted for signatures.   
 
 Clerk of Court Lanae Roos reported on the changes to the law regarding 
marriage license fees.  The county portion may be increased and the portion for the 
domestic violence fund increases to $35 effective July 1.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to set the county portion of the fee at $30 effective July 1, 2005.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The proposed Missouri River Joint Water Resources Board was discussed.  This 
will be turned over to the Water Board.  There was also discussion of concerns of oil 
operations drilling wells in the same aquifer as stock tanks and rural residences and the 
impact on water levels.  A request will be submitted to the State Water Commission that 
wells for oil field use be drilled into the Fox Hills formation. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permit 
applications from McKenzie Electric, Williston Basin Pipeline and Reservation 
Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle permit application 
from the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Dale Naze as County Pest 
Coordinator and to execute the Grasshopper agreement with North Dakota Department 
of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed county legal matters including a section line 
opinion, litigation status, royalties, transfer of land from U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to 
the tribes, a law locator program available and a case turned over to the Insurance 
Reserve Fund. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to follow state rates and allow 37 ½ 
cents per mile, $5 for first quarter, $7.50 for second quarter and $12.50 for third quarter 
meal allowances effective August 1, 2005.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of salaries, with 4% increase to be the guide for the 2006 
budgeting cycle. 
 
 The following items were tabled until July:  indigent burial agreement, baseball 
field project, and courthouse hours. 
 
 There was a discussion of the chain of authority for burning bans with the 
consensus that the current policy of fire chiefs being in charge to remain for now. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 PM until July 5, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 5, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 5, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Lawlar to accept the Treasurer’s report and the Pledges of Assets from the depositories 
as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded Chinn by to approve the minutes as written and 
the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting temporarily.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following utility permits:  
Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy, USDA Forest Service, and 
Diamond Resources, Inc.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve a Joint Powers Agreement 
with the City of Watford City regarding the issuance of special permit liquor licenses by 
the County to City licensees and by the City to County licensees.  All present voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson returned to the meeting. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to make the following Board 
appointments:  Weed - 4 years:  Tim Cayko, Paul Linseth; Water - 5 years:  Denton 
Zubke; Social Services - 3 years:  Ron Anderson, Barbara Bauman, Nancy Rolfsrud; 
NW Human Service Center - 2 years:   Rick Lawlar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the special event liquor 
permit application from Kevin Langerud DBA Spare Time Lanes for a wedding dance at 
the Ron Crighton ranch on July 29.  The Permit is to be sent with a letter cautioning the 
vendor to observe all laws on under-age drinking and to have law enforcement present.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reviewed the status of the royalty inventory.   
 
 Jerry Samuelson passed out evaluations from the disaster exercise.  He also 
reported that he had talked with State Health about the potential problems from a water 
leak in a Social Services office.  A good drying should take care of any problems.  The 
veterans memorial in Arnegard along with a new flagpole  were dedicated yesterday 
and were well received. 
 
 Present for the election of a delegate to the North Dakota Association of 
Counties annual meeting were Carol Kieson, Ann Johnsrud, Lanae Roos, Michon Sax 



and Linda Svihovec.  Moved by Svihovec and seconded by Johnsrud to elect Roos.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Carol Kieson reported to the Board on the procedures being used by some rural 
schools for dissolution. 
 
 Rick Jore, Watford City Engineer and Kent Pelton, Watford City Council, met with 
the Board regarding a number of demolition projects and requested assistance with 
trucking.  In one instance, the charges could be assessed back to the condemned 
property.  Approved.  Tipping fees will be waived for demolition for the Children’s 
Playground. 
 
 Barbara Bauman, Tax Director, reported that there has been interest expressed 
in vacating some streets and alleys in East Fairview.  State’s Attorney Johnson has 
given two options which will be considered. 
 
 Odin Heim, Weed Control Officer, reported that the Weed Control Board had 
discussed the need for a corporate credit card and explained the anticipated uses.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to authorize a the credit card with a limit of 
$1,000 and all expenditures being approved by the Weed Control Board.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to send a letter of consistency on 
behalf of the Tri-County Regional Development Council’s proposed Revolving Loan 
Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson reported on changes being made to the dues for the 
North Dakota Association of Counties and factors taken into consideration in formulating 
the change.  Anderson is currently the President of the Association. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on discussions in the North Dakota Association of 
Oil & Gas Producing Counties about changes to dues.  The annual meeting will be 
September 29 in Watford City.  In August the Association will receive $100,000, an 
appropriation from the 2005 State Legislature for the development of a regional training 
facility for fighting oil field fires.  The facility, to be located in Dickinson, will be 
operational within two years. 
 
 There was discussion on whether the phone system is meeting current needs for 
communication needs throughout the courthouse.  There are three separate systems at 



present.  Chairman Patten appointed Gene Veeder and Trevor Kronberg and a member 
to be designated by the Auditor, Sheriff and Social Services to begin developing a 
Request for Proposals to include leasing and purchase options. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported on meeting with the Richland County, Montana, 
Commissioners regarding State Street in Fairview, MT/East Fairview, ND.  They are 
planning on doing the project next year.  They would like to add a mile to the north (to 
the cemetery) and a mile to the south (to the terminal).  Consensus is to proceed. 
 
 Chairman Patten stated that the Water Resource District Board will be meeting in 
the morning.  There was discussion of a joint letter to the State Water Commission that 
would support a policy of no more conditional water permits for oil well drilling and to 
encourage that the wells that are drilled go to formations deeper that those being used 
for households and agriculture.  Olson is to relay this information to the Water Board. 
 
 Following noon recess, the only fuel bid which was from Rolfson Oil Company 
was opened.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to accept this bid for all fuels at 
all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser updated 
the Board on projects.  Topics included available Forest Highway and Secondary Roads 
funding, Route 31, broken up dust control by the Stevenson School, use by Richland 
and LaMoure Counties of magnesium chloride as a base stabilizer and their policies for 
application, Route 38 paving is postponed until the end of August, full plans for Route 
13 are at the Forest Service, the Route 15 bridge will be on the November letting, and 
communications from Deborah Reichman which will be referred to the State’s Attorney.  
Commissioner Cayko reported that he had been asked about bad wheel depressions on 
ND 68 at the Montana/North Dakota line and had referred them to District Engineer Walt 
Peterson in Williston.  Koeser was asked to work with the City of Watford City on 
demolition projects per discussions this morning. 
 
 A citizen from Arnegard questioned the Board on the lack of law enforcement in 
Arnegard.  It was explained that the Sheriff, as an elected official, has sole discretion on 
the operations of his department, within constraints of the budget set by the 
Commission.  It was suggested that there be a community meeting with Sheriff Larson 
to discuss the problem and possible solutions. 
 
 Lee Stevens, County Park liaison for Tobacco Garden Recreation Area, met with 
the Board.  There is a person possibly interested in leasing the facilities.  Moved by 



Cayko and seconded by Anderson to offer Bruce Erickson $25,000 for his assets at 
Tobacco Garden Recreation Area with the intention of reselling as soon as possible.  
Voting aye: Cayko, Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar; abstaining: Patten; motion carried.  
Stevens will work with interested parties and get written proposals. 
 
 Brad Sanford furnished additional information on the baseball field project, in 
particular the cost of the agri-lime and an alternate product.  Cayko suggested checking 
with Sidney Sugars as they have some sort of lime by-product that is sold for similar 
uses. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on legal matters, 
including the on-going work on the natural resources inventory and the status of the 
road through the Flat Rock Ranch.  The following letter from Deborah Reichman, dated 
June 17, 2005, was read into the minutes: 
 

“Dear Commissioners: 
 

 This is to correct a misstatement which appears in the Official 
Proceedings of the Board of County Commissioners, McKenzie County, 
ND, as published in the June 15, 2005, McKenzie County Farmer, at page 
12. 

 
 The proceedings report states: 

 
‘”Holter reported a request from Deb Reichman to 
have a portion of the Flat Rock Road closed.  Put on 
June agenda.”’ 

 
 Mr. Holter is misinformed.  I have not at any time made a request in 
any form to McKenzie County for closure of a portion of the road known as 
the Flat Rock Road.  Further, I have never received any notice or request 
from McKenzie County concerning a hearing about Flat Rock Road.   

 
 Please read this statement into the minutes of the next proceedings 
of the County Commission, and place this letter into the record. 

 
Very truly yours, 
(signed) Deborah Reichman” 

 



 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting at 3:55 PM, returning at 4:10 PM. 
 
 Linda Svihovec, Lanae Roos, and Ann Johnsrud met with the Board for further 
discussion on options for having the courthouse open over the noon hour.  Chinn 
suggested trying to be open from 8:30 AM until 5:00 PM, with department heads having 
the discretion of how to staff over noon.  If a department uses ½ hour lunch breaks, they 
should be strictly observed.  Johnsrud added that Jody Hanson will begin in the 
Recorder’s Office on July 11. 
 
 A request from Tork Kilichowski, President of the North Dakota County 
Commissioners Association, for nominations to standing committees was discussed.  
Chinn will be nominated for the Nominating Committee and Lawlar for the Resolutions 
Committee. 
 
 Chairman Patten adjourned the meeting at 4:45 PM until August 2, 2005, 
beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 2, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 2, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Treasurer Svihovec; absent: Auditor 
Olson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Svihovec presented the Treasurer’s report. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on several matters 
including oil well permit status and the related botany studies.  A concrete bottom for the 
Cherry Creek bridge project was suggested and Guzman will check on this further.  The 
Route 13 project is a go as far as the Forest Service is concerned.  Guzman also 
reported on a trench dug without permission in the Lone Butte area and that he is 
working with the Forest Service botanist to prepare an estimate of damage for 
presentation to the digger’s employer, Yale University.   
 



 Chinn reported on a meeting he and Keith Winter attended with the Alexander 
and Watford City Fire Departments regarding proposed agreements between the 
departments and the Forest Service. 
 
 Patten reported on a letter that the County Weed Control had sent to the Forest 
Service regarding control of leafy spurge on Forest Service lands. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson provided a report on the 2005 Homeland Security grant 
amounts.  The funding will be used to replace emergency response radios throughout 
the county as well as in the Emergency Operations Center.  APHIS has requested use 
of space on the Arnegard tower.  After discussion, a lease at $200 per month was 
approved.  Assistance with a special Centennial program for veterans was requested.  
He also reported that the Sheriff’s Department has not been represented at the last few 
Risk Management training sessions which are mandatory for all departments. 
 
 Brad Sanford presented updated information on the baseball field project.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to grant $25,000 to the Watford City Park 
District for improvements on the Babe Ruth Legion baseball field along with in-kind dirt 
work and surveying as needed.  All voting aye, the motion carried. 
 
 Les Thorland and Kris Pacheco, representing the McKenzie County Healthcare 
Systems, were present for the hearing on two abatement applications.  The City of 
Watford City has recommended approval of the abatement requested for the N1/2 Lot 
13 and all of Lot 14 in 1st Addition to North Watford - the clinic building - and 
recommended the denial of the abatement requested for  Lot 11 Block 4 Aarhus 
Addition to Watford City -  a house which is rented to a lab employee.  Moved by Chinn 
and seconded by Cayko to approve the abatement for the clinic and deny the 
abatement for the house, concurring with the action of the Watford City council.  All 
voting aye, the motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as given and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, the motion carried. 
 
 The performance appraisal by the Technology Committee of IT Coordinator 
Kronberg was reviewed. 
 
 No public appeared for the public hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit’s 2006 budget.  The joint budget meeting of the four boards will be September 1, in 
Williston.  At least three members must attend.  Concerns with the issue of garbage 



being dumped in a creek on private land were discussed the District has sent a letter 
requiring clean up within ten days.  If no clean up, legal action will be pursued. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Anita Pedersen to a term on 
the Northwest Human Service Center board expiring on July 1, 2007.  All voting aye, the 
motion carried.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve a membership in the 
Friends of Lake Sakakawea organization at the $250 level.  All voting aye, the motion 
carried. 
 
 The sale of the Tobacco Garden property next winter or spring was discussed.  
Possible legal requirements will be checked with the State’s Attorney. 
 
 Patten reported that Dick Fischer has determined the source of a water leak 
under the air conditioning unit.  Fischer recommended a sloping concrete slab on each 
end of the courthouse. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson 
Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the 
bid of Farmer Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, the motion carried.   
 
 Jerry Martinson, sales representative for Tractor and Equipment, County 
Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed the condition of 
the County’s scrapers.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids 
for two scrapers.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Patten will talk to Auditor Olson about 
scheduling. 
 Koeser also reported that the new trucks arrived in July and the new trailers are 
coming in September.   
  
 Neal Bohmbach requested that a hill be cut and a portion of road built up on a 
road currently maintained by the County on the Fort Berthold Reservation just north of 
the junction of state highways 22 and 23.  No action was taken at this time. 
 Other items discussed with Holter and Koeser included Reservation Telephone’s 
charges for moving the cable on Route 30, pipelines not being buried deep enough on 
hilltops on roads, the Stenehjem right of way for Route 30 and his request for a trade for 
right of way on old Highway 85 south of Watford City, the Bergem right of way has not 
been signed although Mr. Bergem supports the project, the Joyce Vachal right of way 
for Route 30, and improvements requested on the Curt Sorenson road. 



 Holter reported that the Forest Service has requested that the County blade the 
campgrounds at Summit, Sather Dam, and Bennett-Cottonwood, which was approved.  
 He also reported that Senator Dorgan has obtained funding for the rip-rap project 
at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.  He and Mike Dollinger will be meeting with Linda 
Phelps, USACE, out there on Wednesday morning, the 3rd, to discuss the project. 
 The State Department of Transportation has been given the plans for proposed 
projects on Route 1 and the first and second phases of work on Route 27.  The State 
has not indicated the funding that will be available for these projects. 
  The North Dakota Department of Transportation has approved the plans on the 
Route 15 bridge, which will be in the November bid letting. 
 Dollinger has driven Route 16 which is in good shape.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to remove the Number 1 weight restrictions on Route 16 and set 
the speed limit at 25 miles per hour for loads between 80,000 and 105,500 pounds.  All 
voting aye, the motion carried. 
 
 Funding levels for 2006 for the self-funded health insurance plan were discussed 
and tabled until information can be obtained for premiums at a $250 deductible. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution and 
execute a Federal Credit Application Insurance Disclosure : 
 
It is resolved that: 
22.  First International Bank is a depository for funds of McKenzie County 
23.  This resolution is in effect until rescinded or modified in writing 
24.  This resolution is in regard to a Visa credit card account and has no effect 

on any other accounts or transactions between First International Bank and 
McKenzie County 

25.  The County hereby agrees to all the terms and conditions of the Visa credit 
card account 

26.  The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, as elected from year 
to year, shall be the authorized agent to make changes to the credit 
limitations on this account, close the account, or change the authorized 
signature 

27.  The name and signature of the current chairman appears below 
28.  The only authorized signature on this account shall be Odin Heim 
29.  The authorized credit limit is $1,000.00 
 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 



 County Superintendent of Schools Carol Kieson updated the Board on the status 
of rural schools in the county, in particular Bowline Butte and Earl, and various 
communications with the ND Department of Public Instruction regarding the matter. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed blood alcohol testing and 
how it is currently funded, correspondence with Deb Reichman, the proposed rural fire 
district/Forest Service agreements, and correspondence with the US Bureau of Land 
Management regarding the County’s royalty interests. 
 
 Chinn reported on the research he and Keith Winter have done on active wells 
for which the County owns a royalty interest and the spreadsheet that has been 
developed and is being maintained to show the data. 
 
 Svihovec left the meeting at 4:07 PM and was replaced by Deputy Auditor Denae 
Hoffmann. 
 
 There was a discussion regarding the overload fine that Deputy Bob Perry 
assessed Tvedt Trucking earlier in the year.  Auditor Olson will be asked the status on 
this. 
 
 Cayko reported that East Fairview has requested extensions to the water and 
sewer lines.  Consensus is that Cayko should follow up on this and see what grant fund 
funding may be available. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM, until 
September 6, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 6, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 6, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM following a picture taking 
session for the county centennial booklet. 



 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She also reported on the activities 
planned for the county centennial on September 24, 2005, and a reminder of the annual 
meeting of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties on 
September 29, 2005, here in Watford City. 
 
 Cayko reported that he had been in contact with Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit and there had been a clean up on the private land that had been sent a violation 
notice. 
 
 There was discussion on the salary for Social Service’s Director Michon Sax and 
a conference phone call to the Williams County  Commission.  There was general 
agreement to raise the joint monthly salary to $5,000 in the budgeting process. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on upcoming meetings for emergency services, 
planning for improving radio communications, and the need for more training with the 
four-wheelers.  H. F. “Sparky” Gierke will be giving the address for the veterans 
recognition at the county centennial celebration. 
 
 County Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported on changes to storage in the salt mines 
and on grant money from the Petroleum Council for records preservation. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded Anderson by to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Budget information was reviewed.  The public hearing date was set for 
September 21.  Department heads will also be scheduled that day to meet with the 
Board.  Budget requests, with a few adjustments, will be published as the preliminary 
budget. 
 
 Weed Control Officer Odin Heim and Board member Sharlene Thompson met 
with the Board for a brief discussion of the budget and other matters, including the 
limited amount of spraying that has been done for the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation and letter notices being sent on areas that need attention.  Frank 
Guzman, District Ranger for the McKenzie Ranger District, was present for part of the 
discussion.  A joint meeting of the County, Forest Service and Grazing Association may 
be needed during the winter to plan for next season. 
 



 Guzman also reported on oil well permitting, Route 13 and the Cherry Creek 
bridge.  There was discussion of retaining a crossing that Nance Petroleum put in on 
Little Beicegel as it would be a convenience to ranchers in the area.   
 
 Commissioner Anderson did not return to the meeting following the noon recess. 
 
 No fuel bids had been received by the 1:00 PM opening.  The companies were 
contacted to say if they would honor the August bid or to submit new bids before the 
end of the day. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present during the next four appointments. 
 
 Scott Flynn requested a utility permit to trench across Route 1 in Section 32 
Township 150N Range 104W.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve 
this permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Corey Wolff met with the Board to discuss possible road projects in Sections 23, 
24, 25 and 26, Township 149N, Range 98W.  Issues to be considered are public/private 
road, placing of cattle guards, easements needed for proper back slopes, and location 
of buried utilities.   
 
 Robbie Lindley met with the Board to find out the policy for approaches and lanes 
into new home sites.   
 
 Steve Stenehjem met with the Board regarding acquisition of right of way the 
County received from the State when Highway 85 was re-routed.  Denton Zubke, 
Chairman of the McKenzie County Water Resource District, was also present.  A portion 
of Rural Water System One is installed in this right of way.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Chinn to issue a quit claim deed with a right of way back to the County for 
the old road bed.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Stenehjem will also execute a road 
easement to the County for portions of the Route 31 project.  Koeser reported that the 
pipeline companies will be re-laying some of their pipe, possibly today, and work will 
continue. 
 
 Zubke also requested the assistance of the county road department to remove a 
rock pile that became a problem on laying the pipe for Rural Water System Two, which 
was allowed.   
 



 There were further discussions with Holter and Koeser regarding new home sites 
and the projects by Wolff’s. 
 
 Dale Naze introduced Kristen Liebl, who will be working with the Family Nutrition 
Program in Williams and McKenzie Counties.  He also invited participation in 
Leadership Plenty training in Watford City on September 26, October 3 and 10. Marcia 
Hellandsaas gave information on the Watford City Study Circle on Poverty to held on 
September 22. 
 
 County Engineer Holter requested free landfill days September 23, 24 and 26 
which was approved on motion by Cayko, second by Chinn and all voting aye. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Other topics discussed with Holter included a request from Three Affiliated Tribes 
regarding what is considered “county” roads, that oil companies need to come to the 
Board before upgrading roads and which Road Department employees would be 
eligible to have a county vehicle at their home.  Koeser reported on the in-kind 
assistance with the baseball field.  
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson discussed various road issues with the Board.  There 
was also a review of the status of the natural resources inventory. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permit requested 
by Reservation Telephone Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to make the following changes to the 
County’s Cafeteria Plan: 
  Extend the grace period to end March 15 
  Apply the extension only to the Medical Spending Accounts 

Allow the carryover of the entire balance in an employee’s account at the end of 
the year 

Final submission of all claims to be within 120 days after the end of the plan year 
(December 31) 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve raffle permits for Pheasants 
Forever and Blue Buttes Fun Day.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Certificate of Award for 
the FY 2005 Juvenile Accountability Block Grant with Williams County as the recipient 
jurisdiction.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to accept Donald Moberg’s bid of $350 
and to issue a County Tax deed for Lot 2 Block 1, Dahl’s Addition to Watford City.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to grant a budget contribution of $500 
to the North Dakota Coalition for Homeless People, Inc.  Voting aye, Patten, Cayko, 
Lawlar; voting nay, Chinn; absent and not voting, Anderson; motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented additional information on how other counties fund 
health care coverages, and funding levels for the County’s Self-insurance were 
discussed.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to set the 2006 funding levels as 
follows:  Single policy at $360 per month; Single Plus Dependent at $582.71 per month; 
and Family at $858.61, with the County continuing to pay the single coverage for each 
employee opting into the plan.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:15 PM until September 21, 2005, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 
 

September 21, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 21, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson. 
 
 The Board met throughout the day with department heads and county boards to 
review their 2006 budgets.  No public appeared for the public hearing scheduled at 
10:00 AM.  As the Board had questions for a few department heads who were out of 
town, the budget was not finalized today.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to amend the personnel policy to 
allow a full single health insurance premium for all permanent part-time employees, 
effective for coverage beginning January 1, 2006.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following: 
 

1. It is resolved that: 
2.   First International Bank is a depository for funds of McKenzie County 
3.   This resolution is in effect until rescinded or modified in writing 
4.   This resolution is in regard to a Visa credit card account and has no effect 

on any other accounts or transactions between First International Bank and 
McKenzie County 

5.   The County hereby agrees to all the terms and conditions of the Visa 
credit card account 

6.   The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, as elected from 
year to year, shall be the authorized agent to make changes to the credit 
limitations on this account, close the account, or change the authorized signature 

7.   The name and signature of the current chairman appears below 
8.   The authorized signatures on this account shall be as listed on Form CA-

1, attached 
9.   The authorized credit limit is $5,000.00 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:25 PM until October 4, 2005, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 4, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 4, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
  Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Discussion included the recent 
public domain royalty payment.  Commissioner Chinn thanked Svihovec and Gene 
Veeder for all their work on the Centennial celebration. 
 



 There was discussion of land use planning and the possible re-activation of the 
Land Use Committee.  There is one zoning ordinance for the landfill that was required 
for its licensing.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, the motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, and seconded by Cayko to set the distribution for the public 
domain royalty, current payment only, at 60% to the County General Fund, 25% to the 
school districts to be further apportioned on the basis of taxable valuation, and 15% to 
the cities to be further apportioned on the basis of population.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported that he had attended the Weed Control Board 
meeting last week.  The roof of the Weed Control building needs repairs.  They will be 
asked to get some bids.  
 
 There was discussion of vacancies on the Western Interstate Region of the 
National Association of Counties and the North Dakota Association of Counties Board.  
There had been discussion at the annual meeting of the North Dakota Association of Oil 
& Gas Producing Counties about approaching the Legislature for adjustments to the 
current formula for distribution of the 5% oil production tax.  Chinn reported on a recent 
meeting with Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey. 
 
 Gary Petik, McKenzie Ranger District, discussed various topics including the 
impact of the Earth Island case and weed control issues.  He would like to work through 
the winter with the county and the grazing association to plan for next spray season.  
There was also discussion about concerns that have been expressed on road surfacing 
that is being brought into the county infested with weeds.  Petik has been working with 
Weed Control Officer Heim and Extension Agent Naze to develop a draft for weed-free 
scoria and gravel pit certification. 
 
 County Engineer Holter, Road Superintendent Koeser and Tractor & Equipment 
Sales Representative Jerry Martinson were present at 11:30 AM for the opening of bids 
for scrapers.  Tractor & Equipment bid a cash price for two of $1,100,000, trade 
allowance of $700,000 for a net price for two scrapers of $400,000; delivery by January, 
2006.  No other bids were received.  The bid met specifications in the bid package.  



Moved by Anderson, and seconded by Lawlar to purchase two new scrapers trading 
two 1998 Model 627F scrapers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, Holter and Koeser were present for fuel bids.  Only 
Farmers Union Oil Company submitted a bid.  Moved by Lawlar, and seconded by 
Cayko to accept Farmers Union’s bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Miles Johnsrud met with the Board to request some scoria at the livestock yard in 
Watford City, which was approved. 
 
 Randy Stevenson met with the Board to discuss re-location of a cattle guard and 
two new installs, both of which were approved. 
 
 Ron and Kent Pederson met with the Board regarding a road in Antelope Creek 
Township that needs a little reshaping and surfacing.  The Board requested that the 
Township be at the next meeting to discuss this. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn presented a request from Morris Tarnavsky for a cattle 
guard on the section line in the southeast corner of Section 36, Township 149N, Range 
99W, which was denied. 
 
 Koeser had been asked about fixing a few spots in a trail in Sections 24 and 25, 
Township 150N, Range 96W, so that fire trucks could get through more easily; 
approved for next summer.  It will take a couple more weeks to complete the new cell at 
the landfill.  The Sorenson road in Section 13, Township 149N, Range 99W will be next 
and then some requests for Keene Township as the weather holds. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to amend Personnel Policy section 
508.1 to authorize the leadmen at the Cartwright, Alexander and Watford City shops to 
have a county vehicle at their resident when off duty.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Patten was surprised with picture cookies for his upcoming 50th 
birthday provided by Jane Swenson.  The Board was joined by several other officials 
and employees. 
 
 County Engineer Holter reviewed the project funding requests to be discussed 
with the North Dakota Department of Transportation at the upcoming North Dakota 



Association of Counties annual conference.  There was also discussion on possible 
changes with the bridge near Selina Transtrom’s. 
 
 Clerk of District Court Lanae Roos, Deputy Clerk Rita Fischer met with the Board 
and State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson to discuss new procedures being 
requested by the Court Administrator for handling mental health hearings.  It was 
decided to continue as is until forced to do otherwise.   
 
 County Engineer Holter and State’s Attorney Johnson discussed legal matters 
regarding roads.  Johnson had also received a response from State Forester Larry 
Kotchman.  The Auditor was instructed to send a letter to Kotchman scheduling him at 
the November 1, 2005, meeting. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, and seconded by Cayko to increase the mileage 
reimbursement rate to 41.5 cents per mile effective October 1, 2005.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was further review of the 2006 budget.  Moved by Cayko, and seconded 
by Anderson the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2006 

  
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 6th day of September, 2005, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2006 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 16th day of September, 2005, together with a notice of such hearing 
on the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 21st day of September, 2005,  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2006, through 
December 31, 2006, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 
 2005 2006 2006 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 90,537.00 94,609.00 94,609.00 



Clerk of District Court 133,608.00 139,151.00 139,151.00 
County Auditor 180,930.00 182,499.00 182,499.00 
County Treasurer 106,655.00 115,075.00 115,075.00 
State's Attorney 95,231.00 97,749.00 97,749.00 
County Recorder 132,179.00 163,714.00 160,834.00 
County Superintendent 46,229.00 48,027.00 48,027.00 
Tax Director 73,260.00 73,674.00 73,674.00 
Technology Services Coordinator 43,696.00 45,447.00 45,347.00 
Custodian 79,711.00 83,670.00 83,670.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 58,570.00 61,050.00 61,050.00 
Building Fund 25,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Elections 40,800.00 36,150.00 36,150.00 
Landfill 66,019.00 70,515.00 70,515.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 14,000.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 2,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Audit Fees 8,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
GIS Project 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 25,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 2,5000.00 20,000.00 2,0000.00 
Telephone Service 5,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 500.00 40,000.00 40,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 8,000.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Dues, Registrations 12,000.00 12,500.00 1,2500.00 
Postage 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,500.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Computer Expense 35,000.00 35,000.00 35,000.00 
Miscellaneous 10,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Special Projects 115,000.00 25,0000.00 250,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture  5,000.00 5,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 
County Agent 9,000.00 40,000.00 40,000.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 1,020.00 1,020.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 7,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 



Pioneer Museum 7,500.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 10,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 10,300.00 10,300.00 10,300.00 
County Weed Control 90,000.00 105,000.00 90,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 30,652.00 38,705.00 3,8705.00 
Job Development Authority  10,000.00 10,000.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $1,674,397.00 $1,960,855.00 $1,942,875.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 343,955.00 367,295.00 367,255.00 
County Jail 159,630.00 171,770.00 171,770.00 
County Coroner 7,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 29,125.00 33,488.00 33,488.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,375.00 3,875.00 3,875.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 37,000.00 37,000.00 37,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 3,500.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $585,085.00 $624,928.00 $624,888.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $2,259,482.00 $2,585,783.00 $2,567,763.00 
    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 6,087,135.00 5,043,541.00 5,043,541.00 
TOTAL ROADS $6,362,135.00 $5,318,541.00 $5,318,541.00 
    
COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES $533,136.00 $556,802.00 $536,802.00 
    
Veteran's Services 22,391.00 22,231.00 22,231.00 
County Agent 78,068.00 91,400.00 91,400.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 99,685.00 102,780.00 102,780.00 
Social Security 85,410.00 91,510.00 91,510.00 
Water Resource District 36,960.00 36,960.00 36,960.00 
Weed Control 232,831.00 286,545.00 271,545.00 
Job Development Authority 85,870.00 101,211.00 101,211.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 23,700.00 23,700.00 23,700.00 
District Health Unit 60,000.00 64,000.00 64,000.00 
Historical Society 7,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 



TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $838,065.00 $933,487.00 $918,487.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS$9,992,818.00 $9,394,613.00 $9,341,593.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2006 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of September, 2005, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2006, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
16, 2005, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 21st 
day of September, 2005, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:00 AM , and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2006 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2005 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $917,466.59 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
   County 
General Fund  $                     0.00 
 County Human Services Fund  $         287,234.00 
 County Road & Bridge Fund $                     0.00 
 Special Revenue Funds  $        519, 051.59 Unorganized 
District Road Fund $         111,181.00 
 



All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, and seconded by Lawlar to set the minimum sales prices 
for tax deed property as follows: 
  Lot 1 Block 10, Original Townsite of Arnegard - - $1,800.00 
  Lot 2 Block 10, Original Townsite of Arnegard - - $500 
  Lot 2 Block 1, Eikren Addition to Alexander - - $300 
  Lot 2 Block 7, Corbett’s First Addition to East Fairview - -$500 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, and seconded by Cayko to cancel the following outdated, lost 
and replaced warrants and treasurer’s checks:  #169930 to Kip Black Hawk issued 
11/20/03 for $36.47; #172610 to Bowline Butte SD #19 issued 10/13/04 for $2,510.08; 
#172621 to Atmospheric Resource Board issued 10/13/04 for $109.40; #175101 to 
Chuck Russell issued 8/2/05 for $403.00; #14305 to Elsie Gilbertson issued 12/20/04 
for $100.00; and #13997 to JP Morgan Chase Bank issued 8/8/02 for $16.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn left the meeting at 4:30 PM.   
 
 There was discussion concerning a presentation made by Eric Herman, 
representing TASC, a possible alternative to the current flex spending plan.  
Commissioners will look for input from others at the annual conference next week. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, and seconded by Lawlar to approve the state court 
agreements with the cities of Alexander and Arnegard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Robert Pederson to the 
State Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, and seconded by Cayko to approve a gravel stockpile 
agreement with Myron and Darlene Wold.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, and seconded by Lawlar to approve the construction and 
maintenance agreement with the North Dakota Department of Transportation for Project 
BRC-2715(051) (bridge near Charboneau).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM until November 1, 2005, beginning at 9:00 
AM Central Standard Time. 



  



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 1, 2005 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 1, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at . 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report and reviewed the TASC proposal for 
administration of the flexible spending accounts benefit, which was discussed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the recommendations of the 
Auditor and Treasurer to change the cafeteria plan administration from Discover 
Benefits to Total Administrative Services Corporation (TASC). All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written, 
the Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Emergency Services Manager Jerry Samuelson discussed recent 
communications difficulties between the Sheriff’s Department and other emergency 
agencies.  Generators are being obtained for the Watford City and Arnegard towers to 
keep them on-line in the event of a power outage.  He presented the Agri-Terrorism 
annex to the county’s emergency plan.   
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the annex.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  
 Samuelson stated that only one fire department has not completed the National 
Incident Management System training which is required for agencies wanting to access 
Homeland Security grants.  Radios have been ordered for all agencies with 2005 grant 
awards. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to ratify the emergency declaration for 
October 5, 2005, which was previously approved by polling the Commissioners by 
telephone.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 There was discussion of the proposed increase in the billing to the City of 
Watford City for jail, dispatch and office space.  The City has not gotten back to 
Chairman Patten.  Tabled until after the next City Council meeting. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the following raffle 
permit applications: Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen, St. Ann’s Altar Society, and East 
Fairview Elementary.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of the Notice of Consultation from the North Dakota 
Supreme Court which proposed to move Judgeship #7 of the Northwest Judicial District 
from Stanley to Minot when Judge Robert W. Holte retires at the end of the current 
term.  Clerk of Court Roos will be asked to file an objection on behalf of the County. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve the utility permit 
requests from Bear Paw Energy and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Drovdal thanked the Board for their sponsorship of the appreciation for the 
emergency responders.  Dave Jarland was acknowledged as Volunteer of the Year.  
Consensus is to continue with this recognition.  The event will be earlier, mid-June, next 
year . 
 
 No representatives of the cities or public appeared for the hearing on the 
minimum sales prices as set for tax deed property at the October 4, 2005, meeting.   
 
 County Recorder Ann Johnsrud met with the Board to discuss a 50/50 grant that 
may be available through the Oil & Gas Research Council to certain counties in 
digitizing and posting records to the North Dakota Recorders Information Network 
where the records would be available for a fee.  Johnsrud estimated the cost at 
$74,000.  Commissioner Anderson is on the Council.  Deadline for the next round of 
grants is March 1, 2006.   
 
 Tom Ritter, Diamond Resources, Inc., met with the Board to request 
authorization to build approaches off the county road for two new well locations.  Frank 
Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, also joined in the discussion.  It is the consensus of 
the Board to allow these approaches but Diamond Resources must work with County 
Engineer Holter so that the approaches meet county specifications.  
 



 After Ritter left the meeting, Guzman reviewed a number of issues with the Board 
including recent hires which are helping to expedite new oil well permits , weed-free 
certifications for scoria/gravel/borrow pits, the Cherry Creek bridge, and a discussion of 
the revenues from the public lands that flow through the county to the schools. 
 
 Following noon recess, a delegation including Steve and Gretchen Stenehjem, 
Mike Tschetter, Manny Stroh, John Combs, Jim Danks and Lois Dettling asked the 
Board to go on record in support of road improvement projects in the area of McKenzie 
Bay and Skunk Bay.  This would help in convincing the federal government of the need 
for the projects.  Dunn County would coordinate the projects as they did once 
previously.  The money for the projects would come from an appropriation in the new 
highway bill for Byway Roads.  Danks commented that efforts by multiple governmental 
entities ring bells.  Combs noted that it is a plus that Highway 22 is already a Scenic 
Byway. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to join Dunn County in offering a 
resolution in support of developing the project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 County Engineer Holter and Road Superintendent Koeser updated the Board on 
the various projects.  Roads were badly torn up after the October snow storm because 
oil companies kept going.  Discussion that maybe the oil companies would cooperate 
with getting them plowed and keeping surfaces good.  Patten relayed a request from 
Petro-Hunt for scoria on the south line of Section 23 in Keene Township which was 
approved.  Holter reviewed possible future projects to be funded with federal aid.  Route 
1 will be submitted for 2006. 
 
 North Dakota State Forester Larry Kotchman met with the Board to discuss the 
State’s Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement with various federal agencies.  Also 
present were David Geyer, Fire Management Coordinator, ND Forest Service; Keith 
Winter, McKenzie County Grazing Association; County State’s Attorney Dennis Edward 
Johnson and Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, U.S. Forest Service. 
 Kotchman explained the agencies that are party to the agreement, the chain of 
authority and the financial responsibilities of the various agencies.  Unless a local 
jurisdiction has signed a cost share agreement, there would be no billing for services.    
He also stated that it is important that the local Emergency Manager be involved from 
the beginning as there are resources available through the Division of Emergency 
Services.  Patten asked for a letter clarifying the points discussed. 



 
 Johnson and Guzman remained to discuss a road dispute in Township 146N, 
Range 103W. 
 
 IT Coordinator Kronberg reviewed the specifications that have been developed 
for a new telecommunications system within the courthouse. 
  
 Larry Novak, representing the Alexander First Responders, voiced concerns that 
they are not being dispatched on emergency calls when they are the closest responder.  
Some of the problem is with equipment.  The Sheriff’s Department has not always been 
responsive to these concerns.  It was decided to have another meeting on November 
17, 2005, beginning at 2:00 PM CST and have the Sheriff’s Department and 
representatives of the county’s various emergency responders present. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to close the Courthouse on Friday, 
November 25, and give this day as a paid holiday for the year 2005.  Voting aye: Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Anderson; voting nay: Patten; motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn gave a brief report on the mediation on the roadless lawsuit 
held recently.  There also has been no communication from the BLM on the disputed 
royalty acres. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:50 PM until November 17, 2005 beginning at 2:00 PM 
CST. 
 

November 17, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 17, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 
 
 The Board had requested that law enforcement and emergency services 
personnel be present to give information on what is working, what needs changing and 
possible solutions with regard to emergency response in McKenzie County.  Present 
were  Dorothy Reil and Steph Heggen, Alexander First Responders; Kris Pacheco and 
Cheryl Faulkner, McKenzie County Hospital; Jerry Samuelson, McKenzie County 
Emergency Service Director; John Rolfsrud, Keene Fire; Jim Johnsrud and Kerry 
Krikava, McKenzie County Ambulance; Ben Weltikol, Watford City Fire; Lois 



Schwartzenberger and Tammy Evanson, McKenzie County Sheriff’s Department 
Dispatch; Lloyd Clock, McKenzie County E911 Coordinator and Chief Deputy Sheriff; 
and Trevor Kronberg, McKenzie County Information Technology. 
 
 The radio system and protocols were explained and various options discussed.  
It is a very complex matter as there are 13 different fire departments, 7 ambulance 
services and 5 law enforcement agencies that may respond in McKenzie County and 
more than one frequency used by their radios.  Often two or more are calling at the 
same time but cannot hear each other.  New radios being purchased with Homeland 
Security funding will help.  It was also mentioned that it would be helpful if the 
dispatchers could learn more about the capabilities and equipment of the agencies they 
dispatch and if the responding agencies had a better understanding of what happens in 
the dispatch center.  It gets hectic in emergencies in the dispatch center but two 
dispatchers aren’t required most of the time.  Having someone on call doesn’t really 
work because of the time required for the second person to report in.  There should be 
budget for dispatchers to attend various training and meetings.  
 
 There was also discussion of a city that had a communications expert review and 
restructure the entire dispatch center.  An added difficulty in McKenzie County is that 
the dispatchers are also corrections officers and have a number of regulations with 
which to comply in regard to prisoners regardless of what else may be happening. 
 
 The need for alternative power for the radio towers became apparent during the 
October 5 snowstorm.  Samuelson is working on this.  It also needs to be checked what 
happens with the heat in the courthouse during a power outage.  
 
 Other questions included:  Can the command center be used as dispatch in an 
emergency?  What other towers could be used for repeaters to increase coverage?  
Have alternative shelters been planned for the public in a prolonged power outage?  Is 
the hospital being alerted as soon as possible of what is coming in?   
 
 The group left at 3:30 PM 
 
 Commissioner Cayko shared a letter from Gregory Thiel, Chief of Fairview 
Police, requesting consideration of a donation toward purchase of a second hand police 
cruising as compensation for the times that the department assists the County Sheriff’s 
department in that area.  Tabled. 
 



 A proposal for a table to be built by Roughrider Industries was considered.  It was 
decided to order as proposed except 108 inches instead of 120 inches. 
 
 There was further discussion of the proposal to the City of Watford City to 
increase the annual fee for jail, dispatch and office space.  The City has not acted on 
this yet.  The new jail facility proposed in Williston was also discussed. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported that Richland County, Montana, has agreed to 
funding one-half of the road projects proposed on the state line between Fairview and 
East Fairview.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to share costs with Richland 
County, Montana, for upgrading and paving thee miles on the state line.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to approve the specifications and 
request bids for a new telephone system to be opened January 3, 2006, at 10:00 AM.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson reported that he and Commissioner Chinn met with 
Auditor Olson prior to the meeting to discuss new requirements for voting locations.  It 
was decided to invite residents of Loyal, Bennie Pierre, Estes, Sioux and Yellowstone 
precincts to attend the December meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported on proposals obtained by the Weed Board for a 
new roof on that building.  Thiel’s was $36,966 and Greenberg’s was 16,993.  Cayko 
will work with Greenberg’s. 
 
 Chairman Patten reported that Road Superintendent Koeser had hired Eli Reidle 
for the Cartwright shop. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn  to cancel the following lost and 
replaced warrants:  #173157 for $18.00 issued to James Forbes on 12/8/04 and 
#173759 for $78.48 issued to New Town Fire District on 2/9/05.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the offer of Rocky Mountain 
Land LLC in the amount of $300 for Lot 2 Block 1, Eikren Addition to the City of 
Alexander, property acquired by the county by tax deed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM CST until December 6, 2005, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

December 6, 2005 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 6, 2005.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Nominations were opened for chairman for the ensuing year.  Anderson 
nominated Patten.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar that the secretary cast an 
unanimous ballot for Patten.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Nominations were opened for vice chairman for the ensuing year.  Anderson 
nominated Cayko.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar that the secretary cast 
an unanimous ballot for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to cancel the following lost and replaced warrant:  #175400 issued to Chuck 
Russell on 9/12/05 for $403.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten reported on a recent Western Interstate Region-NACo meeting by 
conference call.  He was elected to the WIR Board by the North Dakota Association of 
Counties at the annual meeting in October 2005.  The report included information on the 
new Western Counties Alliance that has been formed. 
 
 Emergency Services Manager Jerry Samuelson thanked the Commissioners who 
attended the Unified Command training last evening.  He also mentioned the need for 
additional storage as the County acquires more equipment as part of the emergency 
preparedness.  There was discussion on the need for more than one person to have 
access to the radio towers and about communications between the Sheriff’s Office and 
various emergency agencies.  Sheriff Larson was contacted to come to the meeting. 



 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the offer of Ed and Cheryl 
Yadon in the amount of $525 for Lot 2 Block 7 of Corbett’s 1st Addition to East Fairview, 
property acquired by the county by tax deed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the utility permit 
applications from McKenzie Electric Cooperative and Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the following licenses:  
Eagles - on/off sale beer, on sale liquor, both with Sunday; TJ’s - on/off sale beer, on/off 
sale liquor, both with Sunday; and Jay Carr (Long X Saloon) - on/off sale beer, on/off 
sale liquor, both with Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $208,006.40 from Wanzek Construction 
received in the bid opening of November 18, 2005 for Project BRC-2715(051) was the 
low bid received; 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable; 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County will award to Wanzek Construction, Inc. the contract for Project 
BRC2715(051) and hereby authorized the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Larson met with the Board regarding security measures with the 911 
system, dispatchers meeting with emergency agencies, need for more community meth 
awareness programs and the upcoming discussion on the city/county jail agreement.   
 
 Carol Kieson, in her capacity as Road Clerk, reviewed the affidavits obtained on 
the road in Section 31 Township 146N Range 103W.  In her capacity as County 
Superintendent, she updated the Board on Bowline Butte and Earl school districts. 
 



 Cayko reported that Richland County, Montana, had approved their share of the 
work on the three miles on the state line at East Fairview. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
DUNN COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA & MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

in support of 
THE THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO ACCESS ROADS 

 
 WHEREAS, A group of concerned citizens has approached both Boards of 
County Commissioners to express interest in seeing improved access in the area of 
McKenzie Bay and Skunk Bay; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the group requested interagency cooperation to pave BIA Routes 
10, 12, and 14; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, it is in the interests of all parties involved to upgrade the access to a 
paved road that would better serve those who live and recreate in the area; and 
 
 WHEREAS, both Counties are open to cooperating on a project that involves 
local, state, tribal and federal input; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the County of Dunn has previously served as the sponsoring agency 
in an agreement between, themselves; the United States of America, acting by and 
through the Bureau of Indian Affairs; and the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation for the construction of a new grade with gravel surfacing, and is willing to 
serve in the same capacity on this project;  
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Boards of Commissioners of the 
County of Dunn and the County of McKenzie that they will fully support the efforts of the 
Three Affiliated Tribes in obtaining approval of and funding for this project and the 
creation of a Memorandum of Understanding for all involved parties. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to authorize Jerry Samuelson to act as 
the Applicant Agent on behalf of the County for Disaster Declaration Number FEMA-
1616-DR-ND.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Management of Tobacco Gardens Recreation Area for the 2006 season was 
discussed.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to take proposals at the February 
meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Patten will contact Ray Mrachek and Lee 
Stevens to determine the time.  Auditor Olson is to draft a proposal packet. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the proposed changes 
to the Nationwide Retirement Solutions Plan document to bring it into compliance with 
final regulations for IRS Code 457 issued on July 11, 2003.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, Shirley and Bill Bottke, on behalf of Antelope Creek 
Township, and Ron and Kent Pedersen met with the Board, County Engineer John 
Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser regarding the condition of a road on the 
east and south of Section 12 Township 149N Range 101W.  The discussion included 
rather the road was used enough to warrant the investment by the township to upgrade, 
a deviation from the township line due to a hill, and need for culverts, and need for more 
routine maintenance.  Scoria is available in the area.  The Township agreed to 
contribute $20,000 to the project, which can be scheduled early in 2006 due to lighter 
soils.  Koeser is to work with the Township to obtain easements. 
 Peter Skedsvold met with the Board to discuss lowering of speed limits on parts 
of Route 20 for safety and dust control.  In examining maps, it was noted that a portion 
affected is within the city limits of Alexander.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to set the speed limit on Route 20 at 25 miles per hour for one-fourth mile 
west of the limits of the City of Alexander, contingent on action by the Alexander City 
Council at their next meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations for the month of December.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Farmers Union Oil Company also bid. 
 
 Holter updated the Board on a number of road matters including the secondary 
road program and the Phelps road. 
 
 Sheriff Larson, Watford City Administrator Rick Jore and Watford City 
Councilman Kent Pelton met with the Board for a discussion of the current jail 
agreement.  The current rental of $12,000 has been in place since an agreement signed 
in February 1993.  It was agreed to increase the annual amount by $2,000 each year 



beginning with a payment of $14,000 in July of 2006 and continuing until the year 2010 
when the agreement would be reviewed.   
 Larson also mentioned the new requirement for a nurse to administer 
medications and hopes that working with the Public Health Nurse will satisfy the 
requirements.  He was informed of the Board’s action regarding Route 20. 
 
 Ross Sundeen met with the Board regarding residential valuations.  Also present 
were Tax Director Barbara Bauman, Assistant Tax Director Deb Wisness and Treasurer 
Linda Svihovec.  Sundeen was concerned that across-the-board increases do not 
accurately reflect the value of a property and feels that there should be individual 
assessments made prior to valuation changes.  According to Bauman, property values 
are rising, based on sales ratio studies received from the State Tax Department and 
used in the valuation process.   
 
 A final meeting for the year was set for Wednesday, December 28, 2005, 
beginning at 3 PM CST. 
 
 Lillian Hoffmann, Janice Leiseth, Carol Johnson and Judy Lassey, recent election 
inspectors, met with the Board in response to a mailing regarding proposed changes to 
precincts and polling locations necessitated by the Help America Vote Act.  One stated 
that the choice to live in the country means that the distance is greater for most 
services.  Concerns expressed by those present and by phone calls to Commissioners 
included loss of community identity with the loss of the polling location and that 
precincts with small numbers of voters be merged rather than larger ones to minimize 
lines at the polls.  It was decided that Commissioners Anderson and Chinn and Auditor 
Olson should meet with Twin Valley precinct workers next Monday evening. 
 
 A formal joint powers agreement with Williams County for sharing of a Social 
Services Director was reviewed.  It was decided that there should be further discussion 
on having a shorter withdrawal period. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed legal matters with the Board. 
 
 A request was received from the City of Williston for a letter of support for their 
application for Highway Transportation Enhancement Funds for construction of a 
visitors center, which was approved. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until December 28, 2005, beginning at 3:00 PM CST. 
 



December 28, 2005 
 
The McKenzie County Board of Commissioners reconvened at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota, on December 28, 2005.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 3:00 PM. 
 
 Bills were reviewed.  Calvin Parrish answered questions regarding a voucher 
submitted for coroner’s expense.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve 
the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn reviewed C.E. Brooks’ 11/3/05 analysis of the County’s position in regard 
to the public domain royalties. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to make the following board 
appointments:  Job Development Authority for 3 year terms - Denton Zubke, Paul 
Wisness, Jim Pojorlie, and Betty Weber: Library for a 3 year term - Louise Haugen; 
School Reorganization Board for 3 year terms - James Jacobson and John Johnston; 
Housing Authority for a 5 year term - Larry Novak; and Community Action for a 3 year 
term - Rick Lawlar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to make the following changes to 
voting precincts:  
merge Twin Valley precinct with Schafer precinct with polling at McKenzie Electric; 
merge Loyal precinct with Bennie Pierre precinct with polling at the Squaw Gap 
Community Center; merge Townships 148-105, 148-104 and west half of 148-103, 
formerly part of Estes precinct, with Bennie Pierre precinct with polling at the Squaw 
Gap Community Center; merge the east half of Township 148-103, formerly part of 
Estes precinct,  with Alexander precinct with polling at the Alexander City Hall; and 
merge Townships 149-104, 149-103, 150-104 and 150-103, formerly part of Estes 
precinct, with Sioux precinct with polling the Cartwright Hall. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve on/off sale beer and 
on/off sale liquor licenses, with Sunday sales, for the Watford City Golf Club.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to instruct the road clerk to charge off 
the invoices from the Road & Bridge department to the Landfill.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 



 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to execute the 
Construction/Maintenance Agreement and Right-of-Way certificate for Project SC-
2701(054), overlay, chip seal and guardrail on Route 1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve the crossing permit 
requested by McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to enter a claim per a notice of 
proposed settlement of a class action law suit against Koch Oil, Inc.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Other topics discussed included policy on approaches for new residences, the 
joint powers agreement with Williams County for Social Services Director, the request 
for proposals for management at Tobacco Gardens Recreation Area and the allocation 
of the public domain royalties.   
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 PM until January 3, 2006. 
 



 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 3, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 3, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the bills as presented and 
the minutes with one correction: Commissioner Patten was elected to the Western 
Interstate Region board by the North Dakota County Commissioners Association, not 
the North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following resolution: 

AMENDMENT TO LEASE AGREEMENT 
VETERAN’S MEMORIAL BUILDING 

CITY OF WATFORD CITY, NORTH DAKOTA 
AND 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

 WHEREAS, the original lease between the CITY OF WATFORD 
CITY (CITY) and the COUNTY OF MCKENZIE (COUNTY) was effective 
January 1, 1996, and 

 
 WHEREAS, Item 7 of the original lease required that the COUNTY 
maintain fire and extended coverage insurance on the entire 150' x 150' 
building, charging the CITY for its proportional share of the building, and 

 
 WHEREAS, said insurance has been underwritten by the North 
Dakota State Fire & Tornado Fund, a program of the North Dakota 
Insurance Department, and 

 
 WHEREAS, said underwriter has recently informed the CITY and 
the COUNTY that, as the building is viewed as being one with the City Hall 
and Civic Center, it is the CITY that must carry the building coverage,  

 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Item 7 of the lease is 
amended as follows: 
 7.  Insurance:  CITY will maintain in effect fire and extended 
coverage insurance covering the Veteran’s Memorial building and any 
additions or improvements thereto made by COUNTY or CITY during the 
term of this lease.  The cost of insurance for the COUNTY’S portion of 



said building shall be billed back to COUNTY by CITY, and the COUNTY 
shall pay the same.  COUNTY’S portion of insurance shall be determined 
in a manner and method that reasonably reflects the COUNTY’S 
occupancy and use of the building.  

All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 The proposed changes to the jail facilities agreement with the City of Watford 
City was reviewed.  It will be referred to the City Council for their input and action on the 
changes. 
 
 The request for proposals for purchase of personal property at and management 
of Tobacco Gardens Recreation Area was reviewed.  Patten had talked to Park Board 
President Mrachek.  A Park Board meeting was scheduled for February 7, at which time 
proposals will be considered. 
 
 The Technical Support Agreement which was effective March 1, 2005, was 
reviewed.  Olson to contact the ND Association of Counties for input on the term of the 
agreement and the automatic renewal clause for clarification on the time frame. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson met with the Board to review specifications for a new patrol 
vehicle.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to advertise for bids for one new 
patrol vehicle, trading a 2001 Dodge Durango, with bid opening on February 7, 2006.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson discussed some of the winter risk factors in the west parking 
lot.  FEMA paperwork has been completed for the October snow emergency.  There 
was discussion about access to the tower near Arnegard.  Olson will search for an 
easement.  Samuelson reported that Jim Johnsrud will be starting training to be the 
second paramedic in the county, and suggested that Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness funds could be used to assist in the costs of this training.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to commit $3,000 from HazChem funds toward 
Johnsrud’s training costs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Proposals for providing, installing and training on a new integrated telephone 
system for the main courthouse, Social Services and Sheriff’s department were opened 
and reviewed.  IT Coordinator Trevor Kronberg and Dana Ebel, Ebel Telecom, were 
also present.  Proposals were $29,422.85 from Ebel Telecom and $58,396.45 from 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  After some discussion, Kronberg was asked to 
review the proposals and report back to the Board. 
 
 Patten reported on the Rural Leadership North Dakota program and that the 
January training session would be in Watford City.  This is a two year program.  Rene 
Johnson and Vicki Monsen have completed the program.  Janelle Lee and Peggy 
Hellandsaas will begin.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to sponsor a dinner 
at a cost of $600 for that session.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The allocation of the Public Domain Royalties was discussed.  Cayko reported on 
some capital projects for which Yellowstone School District needs funding. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on oil & gas 
activity on the grasslands and reviewed the status of road projects.   
 
 Trevor Kronberg reported back that both proposals complied with the 
specifications for the telephone system.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to 
accept the proposal of Ebel Telecom for a new integrated telephone system.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent 
Mark Koeser met with the Board.  Fuel bids from Farmers Union Oil Company and 
Rolfson Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to 
accept the bid of Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Also meeting with the Board at this time were Steve Meagher and Tom Dishon 
for Bear Paw Energy and Mike Endrud, Petro-Hunt.  They reviewed a utility permit 
application for a proposed pipeline along Route 13.  Permits from the Forest Service are 
still pending.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the request.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Koeser reported on estimates obtained for snow blowers as follows: Heggen 
Equipment - 3 point hitch for $5,339 or front mount for $14,087; Haugen’s - 3 point hitch 
for $5,137 or front mount for $13,275.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to 
purchase a 3 point hitch mounted snow blower from Heggen Equipment.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 Koeser reviewed equipment for possible replacement in 2006.  Various projects 
were discussed, including the search for surfacing material and possible need to 
increase the royalty.  
 After Koeser left, Holter reviewed status of the Greenwood and Johnson bridges.  
He had received additional information on soil stabilizers.  A company would give the 
county enough product for about 1,100 feet.  It was decided to try it by Crighton’s.  
Holter was asked to review the vehicles for possible trades in 2006. 
 
 Aaron Gilstad, Chief Meteorologist with the North Dakota Atmospheric Resource 
Board, reported on the 2005 Cloud Modification Program.  Also present were McKenzie 
County Atmospheric Resource Board members Orville Hellandsaas and Rodney Cross.   
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to designate First International Bank & Trust, McKenzie County Bank and Dakota 
West Credit Union as depositories for county funds for 2006.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 There was further discussion of the public domain royalty receipts with 
information provided by Svihovec. 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the Treasurer’s report as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 State’s Attorney Johnson and Keith Winter met with the Board to review some 
road concerns and the natural resources inventory.   
 
Deputy Lloyd Clock, 911 Coordinator, met with the Board to review equipment, possible 
legislation in the 2007 session, and the status of the repeaters and towers.  He also 
gave information on a reverse 911 system.   
 
 After further discussion, it was moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to 
distribute the public domain royalty payment received December 14, 2005, as follows: 
60% share to County General Fund; 25% share to schools further allocated on basis of 
taxable valuation; and 15% to cities further allocated on the basis of population; with 
school districts levying 185 mills or more receiving an additional $200 per resident 
student in the district, such additional payment to be deducted from the County share.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM until February 7, 2006, beginning at 9:00 AM 
Central Standard Time. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 7, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 7, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including the interest allocation to the 
three major funds.  She also presented graphs for some of the major revenue totals for 
2005. 
 
 At a recent meeting which Commissioner Cayko had attended with Williams 
County Commissioner Dan Kalil, Cayko had been told that Williams County is going 
ahead with its jail project as a single county project.  Other options may be considered 
after construction. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report; to accept the allocation of 2005 interest as presented, 
retaining the interest in the General Fund; and to approve the bills as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Recorder Ann Johnsrud presented information on a grant application to 
the Oil & Gas Research Program that would allow funding to complete digitizing of the 



land records.  The information could then be posted to the internet through the North 
Dakota Recorders Information Network and be available through subscription to land 
record users.  She also reported that various landmen have asked about wireless 
internet access and would be willing to pay a monthly fee.  She can work with IT 
Coordinator Kronberg on the access.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to 
approve the grant application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board of County Commissioners recessed for a Board County Park 
Commission meeting at 10:00 AM, reconvening at 10:55 AM. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser met with 
the Board regarding royalties paid for scoria and gravel.  The County currently pays 40¢ 
per yard for scoria and 80¢ per yard for gravel.  Koeser has been checking neighboring 
counties to see what royalty they pay.  Most are in the $1.00 per yard range.  Also some 
landowners have noted that the price hasn’t increased in many years.  Koeser was 
authorized to go to higher royalty as needed. 
 Jeff Berquist has resigned from the Alexander shop.  After discussion, it was 
decided to try having Ed Yadon oversee both shops, changing him to a monthly salary 
effective February 1.  It was also decided to try a satellite phone for awhile as both radio 
and cell phone coverage is spotty in the west portion of the county. 
 
 Following lunch recess, Holter reported that there will be a Work Project 
Agreement coming for the Sundheim Park project soon.  Patten can execute the 
paperwork when it comes.  Speed limit signs have been put up on the east end of Route 
13, coordinating with the speed limit put on by the City of Alexander council for the 
portion within the city limits.  Bids for the overlay and chip seal on Route 16 will be 
opened in Bismarck on February 17.  North Dakota Department of Transportation has 
the Watford City Main Street project scheduled for 2008.  Forest Service has approved 
the Route 13 plans.  More survey work has been done for the baseball field. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to 
accept the bid of Farmer Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  A bid was also submitted by Rolfson Oil Company.   
 
 Walt Peterson, Williston District Engineer, North Dakota Department of 
Transportation met with the Board to review the new regulations being adopted for load 
limits on state highways.  Also present for the discussion were Holter, Koeser, Mike 
Dollinger, Sheriff Paul Larson and Deputy Bob Perry.  The new system will be by 
weights instead of classes. The changes will allow Gross Vehicle Weights to go up 
somewhat but reduce the per axle weights to distribute weight.   
 
 A delegation met with the Board regarding the progress on the baseball field.  
Fred Fridley, Watford City Park Board President, reviewed the project to date and 
outlined what is needed to complete the field.  The project needs approximately $40,000 
to be ready for summer 2006.  Grants are being pursued.  Fridley said that the field is 
used by young people from Alexander, Arnegard and Johnson Corners as well as 



Watford City.  City Park Board Secretary Linda Svihovec related that the City of Watford 
City has committed $25,000 to a restroom facility that will be built between the baseball 
field and the Children’s Playground.  Janet Sanford expressed appreciation for the 
County’s involvement to date.  Others present were Kathy Skarda, Roger Brenna, Bill 
Leibel, Kit James, Kevin Langerud, and Roy and Cindy Degenstein.  
 
 A large group of ranchers and others were present when Lynn Helms, Director of 
the Oil & Gas Division of the North Dakota Industrial Commission, and David Glatt, 
Environmental Health Section Chief, North Dakota Department of Health, reported on a 
salt water spill southwest of Alexander, reviewed the current status and steps to be 
taken in the future to mitigate the damages.  Helms also outlined communications 
failures which slowed response to the spill.  Glatt explained the responsibility of the 
Health Department and outlined its future involvement in the monitoring and mitigation 
of the environmental damages.  In addition to Helms and Glatt; Kris Roberts, ND 
Department of Health and Keith Hill and Robert Graham, Zenergy, Inc., answered 
questions from the audience.  Chairman Patten asked County Emergency Services 
Manager Jerry Samuelson to arrange another meeting in a few weeks to again update 
everyone on the situation status. 
 
 Bids for a Sheriff’s vehicle were opened per advertised notice, with the following 
bids submitted:  OK Implement bid a new 2006 Dodge Durango SXT - cash price of 
$30,087, trade allowance for the 2001 Dodge Durango of $10,191 for a net bid of 
$19,896.  S&S Motors bid a new 2006 Expedition XLT - cash price of $35,300, trade 
allowance for the 2001 Dodge Durango of $7,000 for a net bid of $28,300.  S&S Motors 
bid a 2006 Expedition program vehicle - cash price of $25,900, trade allowance for the 
2001 Dodge Durango of $7,000 for a net price of $18,900.  S&S Motors bid a 2005 
Explorer XLT program vehicle - cash price of $20,900, trade allowance for the 2001 
Dodge Durango of $7,000, for a net price of $13,900. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of OK Implement as 
meeting specifications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 There was some additional discussion of calling for bids on program vehicles in 
the future. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
matters including attempts to find an acceptable plan for the Cherry Creek Bridge.  
Work planned at the Summit Campground was approved by the Board with the 
stipulation that the road not be obstructed.  There will be another meeting February 8 
with the McKenzie County Weed Control and McKenzie County Grazing Association to 
plan for the next season.  The Board was invited to attend.  There was discussion of 
how best to alert the public that only one guide in the area currently has a permit to be 
operating on the Grasslands.  With the change at ND Game & Fish, it may be a good 
time to re-visit past objections to more guide permits. 
 
 Don Mayer, Chairman of the Maah Daah Hey Trail Association, met with the 
Board to discuss attempts to re-route a portion of the Trail to make it accessible to 
biking groups which cannot access the Trail through Theodore Roosevelt National Park.  



Bennie Lange, adjacent landowner, was present and is opposed to the route.  The 
section line is open but the Park fence is probably over the thirty-three feet making 
access impractical.  Lange also commented that having other sections of the Trail wider 
would facilitate use of a four wheeler for search and rescue.  The Board encouraged the 
Association to continue discussions with the landowners. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed the current status on a number of legal 
matters. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following facilities 
agreement which was approved by the Watford City Council on January 3, 2006: 
 

FACILITIES AGREEMENT 
 

THIS AGREEMENT, is by and between the County of McKenzie, North 
Dakota (COUNTY), and the City of Watford City, North Dakota (CITY), 
and is adopted by each on the dates signed below. 
WHEREAS, the COUNTY and CITY are desirous of providing use of the 
County jail, office space, and dispatcher services located at the McKenzie 
County courthouse for the citizens of both the CITY and The COUNTY; 
IT IS THEREFORE AGREED, by and between COUNTY and CITY as 
follows: 
 1.  COUNTY shall furnish to CITY the use of the County Jail located 
in the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota.  It is 
also the intention of both parties that the CITY shall have the use of office 
space and dispatcher services as it may be necessary and required for 
conducting the duties of the City of Watford City Police Department as it 
pertains to the County Jail, office space and dispatcher services. 
 2.  The parties hereto agree that this agreement does not create 
employer/employee relationship between the parties, but that the 
COUNTY is an independent party.  The parties further agree that any and 
all employees hired by the CITY shall be considered employees of the 
CITY only and shall not at any time be considered employees of the 
COUNTY. 
 3.  This agreement shall first be effective for the period from July 1, 
2005, through December 31, 2005; and thereafter shall be on a calendar 
basis.  During the term of this agreement and any extensions thereof, the 
City will not enter into any agreement with anyone else for the 
performance of the services provided for unless the parties are unable to 
agree to changes in the terms and conditions herein. This agreement may 
be terminated upon written notice given by either party to the other if the 
terminating party’s request for a change in this agreement has been 
refused by the other party. 
 4. The CITY and COUNTY shall agree regarding the use of the 
County Jail, office space and dispatchers services as is in the best 
interests of both parties.  CITY agrees to pay the sum of $6,000 for the 



period July 1, 2005, through December 31, 2005, by January 31, 2006.  
Thereafter, annual payments shall be as follows: 
  $14,000 payable by December 31, 2006 
  $16,000 payable by December 31, 2007 
  $18,000 payable by December 31, 2008 
  $20,000 payable by December 31, 2009 
  $22,000 payable by December 31, 2010 
 5.  Both parties hereto shall be responsible for their own services 
and the liability shall extend to either party in accordance with the 
services, office space, and use of the County Jail. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the Application for 
Abatement and Settlement of Tax by Beatrice Sivertson and the Homestead Credit 
Application of Cecelia Konkel.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to follow the new state policies on 
load restrictions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Due to conflict with a holiday and the General Election, the July meeting was set 
for Friday, July 7, and the November meeting for Wednesday, November 1, both 
beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the resignation of Tanja Wold 
from the Upper Missouri District Health Unit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A request for closure of section lines in Sioux Township was reviewed.  A hearing 
on the petition was set for Tuesday, February 28, beginning at 10 AM CST in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to enter into a funding agreement 
with the State of North Dakota for the Clerk of Court’s office for the 2005-2007 
biennium.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to join the Friends of Lake Sakakawea 
at the Gold Membership level.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Chairman Patten passed on information on several meetings in the near future. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to contribute $500 to the Friends of 
the National Grasslands.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson reviewed financial information for the County Fair and planning 
difficulties for events and entertainment and capital improvements planned.  
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to contribute $20,000 toward the 
baseball field project.  Voting aye: Anderson, Chinn; voting nay: Cayko, Lawlar, Patten; 
motion failed. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to contribute $25,000 toward the 
baseball field project.  Voting aye: Cayko, Lawlar, Anderson, Patten; voting nay: Chinn; 
motion carried.  Consensus was to supply the gravel requested. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:30 PM until February 28, 2006, beginning at 10 AM 
CST. 
 
 

February 28, 2006 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 28, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent: 
Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Carroll Paulson was present for the hearing on the petition to close certain 
section lines.  He explained that some of the section lines are in wooded areas that do 
not allow access, others are not traversable because of the terrain and some have long 
been farmed across.  More than 70% of the landowners affected had signed the 
petition.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
  

WHEREAS, a petition to discontinue section line roadways in Sioux 
Township was filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, roadways 
being further described as: 

 
  Beginning at the intersection of Sections 23, 24, 25, and 26 
of Township 152N, Range 104W, said section line, and thence east to the 
Missouri River, being thirty-three (33) feet in width on each side of the 
section line. 

 
  Beginning at the intersection of Sections 23, 24, 25 and 26 
of Township 152N, Range 104W, said section line, and thence west to the 
Yellowstone River, being thirty-three (33) feet in width on each side of the 
section line. 

 
  Beginning at the southeast corner of Section 26 of Township 
152N, Range 104W and the northeast corner of Section 35 of  of 
Township 152N, Range 104W, said section line, and thence west to the 
Yellowstone River, being thirty-three (33) feet in width on each side of the 



section line. 
 

  Beginning at the southeast corner of Section 35 of Township 
152N, Range 104W and the northeast corner of Section 2 of  of Township 
151N, Range 104W, said section line, and thence west to the Yellowstone 
River, being thirty-three (33) feet width on each side of the section line. 

 
  Beginning at the southeast corner of Section 13 of Township 
151N, Range 104W and the northeast corner of Section 24 of  of 
Township 151N, Range 104W, said section line, and thence west to the 
Yellowstone River, being thirty-three (33) feet width on each side of the 
section line. 

 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the 
McKenzie County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, February 28, 
2006, beginning at 10:00 AM Central Standard Time in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse at 201 Fifth 
ST NW, Watford City, North Dakota, with Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, 
Lawlar and Patten present and Commissioner Anderson absent, and 

 
 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined 
in favor of the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by 
Commissioner Chinn, seconded by Commissioner Cayko, and a vote of 
four aye and no nay,  

 
 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for 
McKenzie County, North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and 
the parties involved to grant the petition and hereby declare the described 
section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 
 There was also discussion regarding the condition of the bridge on the road 
through section 36, Township 152 Range 104.  County Engineer will be asked to check 
for possible load limits. 
 No proposals were received for the operations at Tobacco Gardens Recreation 
Area.  Tabled to the April Park Board meeting. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to appoint Colette Anderson to an 
unexpired term on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit Board.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to enter into an agreement with the 
North Dakota Association of Counties for technical support.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following resolution:  
 



RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $697,866.84 from Bituminous 
Paving Inc. received in the bid opening of February 17, 2006, for Project 
AC-SC-2701(054) was the low bid received. 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County 
Commissioners of McKenzie County to award to Bituminous Paving Inc. 
the contract for Project AC-SC-2701(054) and hereby authorizes the 
Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation for any payments made under this 
contract which are not collectible from the Federal Highway 
Administration. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the utility permit requested 
by Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A letter received from the transportation planning department of the MHA Nation 
was reviewed.  Dunn County will be contacted re: a possible joint meeting for further 
discussion. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the Joint Powers 
Agreement with Alexander School District #2 for election services.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at noon until March 7, 2006, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 7, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 7, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to make the following amendments 
to the February 7, 2006 minutes: (1) in the paragraph discussing the Maah Daah Hey 
Trail: it should be added that “the section line is open.  However, the terrain would 



require more than thirty-three feet on each side of the section line for construction.  Mr. 
Lange suggested an alternate, more terrain-friendly, route across his property”; (2) the 
first motion on the grant to the baseball project should read “Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Chinn to contribute $20,000 toward the baseball field project.  Voting aye: 
Anderson, Chinn; voting nay: Cayko, Lawlar, Patten; motion failed.”  All voting aye, 
motion to amend the minutes carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as amended, 
the Treasurer’s report and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Robin Arndt and Cindy Degenstein met with the Board regarding the baseball 
field project.  The status of the gravel request was clarified and there was discussion of 
dirt work that would be needed to replace a drainage pipe and lay sewer pipe for the 
playground.  There was concern about the size of the equipment but the Board will talk 
to Mark Koeser later today.  Arndt stated that County Engineer Holter has been a great 
help with the surveying. 
 
 911 Coordinator/Deputy Lloyd Clock presented additional information on a 
reverse 911 system, and informed the Board that a video demonstration via the 
Interactive Video Network is available.  Clock was asked to coordinate a meeting with 
emergency agencies and other possible partners to view the demonstration. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer reported on reading errors discovered in changing out 
the water meter.  Olson was asked to invite someone from the City up later in the day 
for further discussion.  Fischer also presented a proposal for the purchase of a ToolCat 
with attachments that would enable better snow removal as well as have a mower and 
other applications.  Anderson questioned the suitability for use at the indoor arena at the 
Fairgrounds in the summer.  It appears the equipment would serve the purpose.  
Fischer reported that other entities that have this equipment are very pleased.   
 
 Harold Larson and John Fulwider, Mayor and Council Member of the City of 
Arnegard, met with the Board to request a joint agreement that would allow the Sheriff’s 
Office to enforce city ordinances and receive prosecution services from the State’s 
Attorney.  They were asked to return to the meeting at the State’s Attorney’s scheduled 
time.  Sheriff Larson will also be asked to attend then. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to make the following amendments 
to the 2005 budgets: Increase County Treasurer to $106,698.71, increase County 
Recorder to $147,163.59, increase Tax Equalization to $75,675.71, increase Buildings 
and Grounds to $159,197.07, increase Miscellaneous Non-Departmental to 
$528,699.93, increase County Sheriff to $355,555.72, increase County Coroner to 
$8,693.34, increase Disaster Emergency Services to $197,882.64 to include the 
Homeland Security expenditures, increase County Park to $31,227.07, increase Weed 
Control to $239,876.23, increase Job Development Authority to $90,730.66, increase 
Self-Insurance to $338,062.79, increase Document Preservation to $21,446.67, 
increase E-911 to $33,824.38, increase Atmospheric Resources to $83,863.32, 



increase County Fair to $24,639.04 and increase Upper Missouri District Health Unit to 
$64,342.08.  All additional expenditures were funded from cash on hand or 
unanticipated revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Libby Knotts reported for the Forest Service including the current oil & gas report, 
a possible date for the Record of Decision on the management plan, impacts of the new 
energy bill and the status of Bighorn sheep in the county.  
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to place the following question on 
the Primary ballot: 
Shall the McKenzie County Commission establish a five member county advisory study 
committee to study the cooperative and restructuring options available to McKenzie 
County according to the provisions of Section 40-01.1-02 of the North Dakota Century 
Code? 
A “YES” vote means you want the McKenzie County Commission to establish a five 
member advisory study committee. 
A “NO” vote means you do not want the McKenzie County Commission to establish a 
five member advisory study committee. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve a raffle permit application 
from the McKenzie County Archery Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the DOT contract for Project 
TEO-0027(034) ADA access at the Fairview Lift Bridge.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, Lynn Wold met with the Board to inquire about the status 
of a road in Section 16, Township 153 Range 97.  The State Land Board is not 
recognizing it as a road.  This will be looked into. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Farmers Union Oil 
Company also bid. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Mark Koeser updated the Board on road 
matters.  Holter had received information of impending load restrictions on state 
highways.  
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to sign paved roads at 6 (six) tons and 
to give an exception to 7 (seven) ton with a 25 (twenty-five) mile per hour speed limit on 
Route 27, the east ¼ mile of Route 16, between Alan Lassey’s and Marvin Skogen’s on 
Route 16, the south ½ mile of Route 16, the north 1 mile of Route 1, the west 4 miles of 
Route 38 and from the oil dump at 10732 32nd ST NW east approximately ½ mile to the 
junction with 107th AVE NW on Route 14.  County Route 50 will be restricted to legal 
weight.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Koeser reported on vehicles that should be replaced and the need for another 



employee.  Another blade could be used as well due to increased oil-related traffic.  
Koeser was informed of work needed by the City Park Board.  He can coordinate with 
Robin Arndt. 
 
 Rick Jore, Watford City Engineer, and Randy Samuelson, City Council Member, 
met with the Board regarding changeover of the County’s water meter. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson, John Fulwider, Harold Larson and Sheriff Paul 
Larson met with the Board to continue the discussion of an agreement for city ordinance 
enforcement in Arnegard.  Johnson advised that the City would need a court services 
agreement, an agreement with the Sheriff’s office and a contract with an attorney for 
prosecution.  Patten asked the City to work with the Sheriff’s office to work out a draft 
agreement for approval at a later meeting. 
 Johnson also reported on legal matters pending for the County. 
 
 Director of Tax Equalization Barbara Bauman was asked about the letters that 
went out regarding the farm residence exemption.  She said that the letters had only 
gone to those property owners who currently have the exemption.  Generally, 
application for the exemption should be made every year. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids to replace 
Road Department Units #41, 42 and 53, opening on April 4, 2006; and for one motor 
grader, crushing, culverts, bridge lumber and cutting edges, opening on April 11, 2006.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Koeser reported on progress in obtaining contracts for surfacing materials and 
was directed to begin the process of hiring another full time person. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to increase Koeser’s salary by 
$150 per month for the balance of 2006, effective March 1.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Chairman Patten and Commissioner Chinn reported on the recent meeting with 
Undersecretary of Agriculture Mark Rey and Senator Byron Dorgan. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the proposal of $49,000 to 
purchase a ToolCat and attachments from Heggen Equipment for use on the 
courthouse grounds and at the fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM until Tuesday, March 14, 2006, beginning at 
2:30 PM CST in the Alexander City Hall. 
 

March 14, 2006 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Alexander City Hall, Alexander, North Dakota on March 14, 2006.  Present:  



Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman 
Patten called the meeting to order at 2:30PM.  About 40 people in all attended the 
meeting. 
 
 County Emergency Manager Jerry Samuelson reviewed the responsibilities of his 
office which include hazardous chemical spill/clean up and disaster coordination.  The 
Local Emergency Planning Committee reviews locations of hazardous chemicals in the 
county.  There are reporting requirements for any site with hazardous chemicals.  The 
regulatory authority for these types of incidents is with the Oil & Gas Division of the 
Industrial Commission and with the State Department of Health.  He asked people to 
help by reporting any apparent violations. 
 
 Lynn Helms, Director of the Oil & Gas Division of the North Dakota Industrial 
Commission reported that they have a draft copy of the remediation plan proposed for 
the salt water spill from Zenergy’s pipeline southwest of Alexander from Buys and 
Associates. Littleton Co.  There are 10 points that need to be clarified.   He and the 
Department of Health will be meeting with the company this Friday.  They have also 
been identifying similar sites and making changes to prevent another like incident.  A 
Notice of Violation and assessment of a fine is in the works. Fine dollars go to the 
benefit of schools. 
 
 Dave Glatt, Environmental Health Section Chief, North Dakota Department of 
Health, reported that the recent snow melt and flush of Charbonneau Creek had helped 
improve the water quality, especially below the beaver dam.  He reviewed the sampling 
and analysis process and stated that monitoring will continue for the foreseeable future.  
Biological damage and recovery around the spill will also be monitored.  Some areas 
haven’t been tested because of difficult access caused by ice.  The Department is also 
working on a separate Notice of Violation as they administer different regulations.  Fine 
dollars go the State General Fund, with some possibly available as grants for special 
projects, especially those that protect the environment.  He said there is no time table 
on the recovery.  They will continue to be involved until they see a healthy biological 
community similar to conditions before the spill.  Helms commented that experts 
typically say three years for soil remediation but a lot will depend on rain and snow.  
Glatt added that they will continue to monitor and send out results by email to interested 
parties. 
 
 Responding to a question, Helms said that they are unsure at this point if rules 
changes are needed.  Most companies are very responsive and have been doing their 
own monitoring of their operations. 
 
 Kris Roberts, Water Quality, Department of Health, offered air photos with the 
sampling stations marked and copies of spreadsheets with sampling results since 
January 10.  There was discussion of the permitting process for saltwater disposal 
wells. He then called Dr. Michelle Mostrom at NDSU to participate by speaker phone.  
Dr. Mostrom is the NDSU Veterinary Diagnostic Lab toxicologist.  Questions and 
discussion included high ammonia in the produced water from the Foreman Butte field; 



and the effects of various levels of sulfates and chlorides on cattle.  It appears that 
these levels are currently acceptable for livestock water. 
 
 After Dr. Mostrom left the meeting, there were questions regarding the reporting 
of spills.  Lynn Helms stated that any spill over one barrel is reportable. The magnitude 
of the spill will determine response.  The reporting form requires names of affected 
landowners and tenants for notification.  Part of the protocol for a spill is to notify the 
county emergency manager who then can alerts landowners.  Typically, operators and 
field inspectors should also talk with landowners.  The Oil & Gas Division is currently 
hiring additional staff and an additional person will be available in the Williston office.  
 
 In response to a question, Helms commented that there shouldn’t be any impact 
to concrete crossings as the exposure time was limited. 
 
 Keith Hill, Zenergy Inc., said that the company is trying to identify the problem.  It 
may go back to construction, as the leaks were from faulty fuses.  They will do more 
testing and may have to abandon the line if it cannot be stabilized.  They have installed 
more valves and meters and feels they have better control of volumes. 
 
 In response to a question, Helms commented that the fines usually get the 
company’s attention.  Glatt stated that the Health Department fine is $5,000 per 
unreported day.  There was also discussion regarding bonding requirements for the 
different aspects of exploration.   
 
 In response to a question, Roberts asked to be alerted when cattle will be going 
back on the creek so that sampling could be done.  He doesn’t anticipate problems at 
this point.  Hill said that Zenergy would fence if needed.  
 Helms responded to a question by saying that it is state law that ranchers be 
reimbursed for losses but it is not under the authority of the Oil & Gas Division.  Hill said 
that each situation will be different and they would like to involve someone in the area 
with experience in assessment and settlement of damages. 
 
 Roberts and Glatt reviewed the sampling procedures.  Glatt also said that the 
remediation plan they are working on is for the creek itself.  The Oil & Gas division is 
handling the remediation for the stock dam.  Both are available for making comments by 
calling the appropriate office. 
 
 Samuelson commented that it is apparent that there are spills not being reported 
and asked people to contact him to be sure that the spills did get reported. 
 
 Chairman Patten reported that the County is considering a reverse 911 system 
that could alert people in a selected area if there is a problem.   
 
 In response to a question, Glatt stated that they would include consideration for 
weed control in the discussion on the remediation plan. 
 



 The meeting adjourned at 4:25 until April 4, 2006, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 4, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 4, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  The fourth quarter Public Domain 
Royalty distribution has been received and the Bankhead Jones distribution is expected 
by the end of the week.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to distribute the 
Public Domain Royalty as follows:  60% share to County General Fund; 25% share to 
schools further allocated on basis of taxable valuation; and 15% to cities further 
allocated on the basis of population; with school districts levying 190 mills or more 
receiving an additional $200 per resident student in the district, such additional payment 
to be deducted from the County share.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Svihovec also 
reported that the committee to gather information on alternatives for health insurance 
will meet next week. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson presented information on an automatic waterer dust control device for 
the fairgrounds arenas.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to make the 
purchase for the fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn reported on a conversation with the State Land Department regarding the 
road in Section 16, Township 153 Range 97.  It was decided to wait for further input 
from the Township Board. 
 
 Gene Veeder and Wally Johnson met with the Board. Veeder reported the 
recommendation of the JDA Board to hire Jan Dodge as the Assistant Tourism Director.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept this recommendation, effective 
immediately.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 There was a discussion of air quality issues at the Technology Center.  Veeder is 
to pursue solutions. 
 There was a discussion of needs at the Watford City Senior Center and plans of 
Watford City Enterprises to update the entire facility.  The center serves as offices for 
Council on Aging services and the hospital provides some services there as well.  The 
Commissioners will look the building over when they are there for the noon meal with 
the Young at Hearts Club. 



 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the Application for 
Abatement and Settlement of Taxes from Lisa M. Tupa as approved by the Watford City 
Council.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tim Cayko and Paul Linseth, McKenzie County Weed Board members, and 
Weed Control Officer Odin Heim met with the Board to review grant programs being 
offered through the National Park Service.  Consensus was to verbally support the 
program and work on areas outside the boundaries of Roosevelt Park. 
 Cayko also discussed the management of Sundheim Park and revenue sources 
available.  Commissioners Cayko and Patten will visit with Sioux Township supervisors 
about the matter. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported on a recent meeting at the Cartwright Hall.  
Discussion had centered on need for a new hall and storage space for the fire truck.  
Grant funding sources need to be explored and a final location determined. 
 
 Dave Valenzuela, McKenzie District, Forest Service, updated the Board on oil 
and gas permitting and changes under Section 390 of the new Energy bill. 
 
 The Commissioners and Auditor Olson were guests of the Young at Hearts Club 
at the Watford City Senior Center for the noon meal. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per written notice.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bids of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Farmers Union Oil Company also submitted bids. 
 
 Tom Ritter, Diamond Resources, met with the Board to discuss proposed road 
work in the Charbonneau area.  The Board stated that section lines are open to traffic 
but that landowners, the township or the county must agree before any dirt can be 
moved.  The work into Section 8, Township 150 Range 102 was approved.   
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser met with 
the Board regarding road projects.  Holter was asked to have Alex Township 
supervisors come in to discuss their request for speed limit signs.  Free landfill days 
were set for May 12, 13 and 15.  Other discussion included Forest Highway funding, the 
joint project with Richland County MT, snow removal at the radar station, project 
scheduling for this season, the need for a scanner to submit projects to DOT on disc, 
some signing changes and possible paving projects. 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Permit Section Operator Linda Svihovec joined the group 
for a discussion on load limits and restrictions, the permitting process and fees. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to give an exception to the 6 (six) 
ton restriction for paved roads as follows: 2nd ST SW from US Highway 85 west to the 
Trotter Construction yard at 7 (seven) ton with a 25 (twenty-five) mile per hour speed 
limit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Pickup bids were submitted per advertised notice as follows: 
OK Implement - for one in-stock 2006 Dodge MegaCab 2500 3/4 ton, cash price of 
$36,723, trade allowance for the 1992 Ford F350 pickup of $4,500 or for the 2000 Ford 
F250 pickup of $9,143 for a net of $32,223 or $27,580 respectively; or ordering two 
2006 Dodge MegaCab 2500 3/4 ton, cash price of $35,228 each, with a trade allowance 
for the 1992 Ford pickup of $2,998 and for the 2000 Ford pickup of $8,418 for a net for 
two of $59,040; for a 2006 Dodge Quad 1500 ½ ton, cash price of $31,932, trade  
allowance for the 2000 Ford F150 pickup of $11,777, for a net of $20,155. 
S & S Motors - two 2006 Ford F250 3/4 ton, cash price of $32,900 each, with a trade 
allowance for the 1992 Ford F350 pickup of $1,500 and for the 2000 Ford F250 pickup 
of $5,500 for a net for two of $58,800; for a 2006 Ford F150 Supercrew ½ ton, cash 
price of $29,800, trade  allowance for the 2000 Ford F150 pickup of $4,500, for a net of 
$25,300. 
Stockman Motor Inc. - two 2007 Ford F250 3/4 ton, cash price of $29,400 each, with a 
trade allowance for the 1992 Ford F350 pickup of $1,500 and for the 2000 Ford F250 
pickup of $5,000 for a net for two of $52,300; for a 2007 Ford F150 Supercrew ½ ton, 
cash price of $28,300, trade  allowance for the 2000 Ford F150 pickup of $4,000, for a 
net of $24,300. 
Holter and Koeser were asked to review the bids and report back later in the meeting. 
 
 Rick Jore and Mark Sovig met with the Board to discuss improvements needed 
to the sewer system in East Fairview and the funding available through Tri-County 
Regional Development Council.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar that it be 
resolved that the County of McKenzie will act as the sponsoring unit of government for 
the project titled McKenzie County East Fairview Sewer Project to be conducted during 
the period of June of 2006 through November of 2007 and that the Chairman is hereby 
authorized to apply to the North Dakota Division of Community Services for funding of 
this project on behalf of McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reviewed various legal matters pending for the County. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported that landmen have asked about bringing in 
digital cameras to record documents.  She has been in contact with the Attorney 
General’s office to explore how this fits with the open records provisions.  She also 
reported that her grant application to the Oil & Gas Research Council for funding of 
digitizing of all land records in her office had received one “Fund” and two “Do not Fund” 
from the reviewers.  The Oil & Gas Council and the Industrial Commission still have to 
review the request. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following: 

Proclamation 
National County Government Week April 23 – 29, 2006 

Protecting Our Communities 
 

America’s counties provide a variety of essential services. Many of these 
services work to protect our communities. 



 
Counties protect residents from natural disasters, terrorist attacks, crime 
and drug abuse. Counties are the first to respond to emergency situations 
and are primarily responsible for planning for disasters. Counties also 
work to protect families, children and youth. 

 
There are 3,066 counties in the United States, collectively responsible for 
the well being of more than 250 million residents. 

 
Counties provide services that make America’s communities stronger, 
safer places to live and raise families. Counties police our streets, fight 
fires, save lives in hospitals, keep  families healthy, repair bridges, plow 
snow, help troubled youth, train laid-off workers and perform countless 
other jobs.  

 
Counties have a long history of providing critical services. County 
governments are the citizen’s local government voice, providing solutions 
that bring communities together. 

 
In recognition of the leadership, innovation and valuable service provided 
by our nation’s counties: 

 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners hereby proclaims April 23 - 29, 2006, as National County 
Government Week. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to authorize the execution of a 
proxy for the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to reject an offer from Megan Cleary 
for Lot 44, Block 4, Cherry Creek Addition to Watford City (tax deed property).  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to contribute a $500 sponsorship to the 
Dickinson Area Chamber of Commerce for the Southwestern Night at the Legislature to 
be held January 29, 2007.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to set poll workers’ salary at $5.15 
per hours with those workers who attend training sessions to be paid $7.00 per hour 
and to set polling locations and hours as follows: 
 
Alexander Precinct #273904 at Alexander City Hall from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 
Arnegard Precinct # 273905 at Arnegard City Hall from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 



Bennie Pierre Precinct #273906 at Squaw Gap Multi Purpose Center from  11 AM to 7 
PM MDT 
Blue Buttes Precinct #273913 at Keene Community Building from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 
Hoffman Precinct #270401 at Four Bears Village Community Center from 9 AM to 7 PM 
CDT 
Ideal Precinct #273909 at McKenzie Co. Courthouse from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 
Mandaree Precinct #270402 at Mandaree School from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 
Rhoades Precinct #273908 at Grassy Butte Community Hall from 9 AM to 7 PM MDT 
Schafer Precinct #273910 at R.E.C. Building from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 
Sioux Precinct #273903 at Cartwright Hall from 11 AM to 7 PM CDT 
W. C. Ward 1 Precinct #273912, W. C. Ward 2 Precinct #273914, and W. C. Ward 3 
Precinct #273915 at Watford City Hall from 9 AM to 7 PM CDT 
Yellowstone Precinct #273902 at East Fairview School from 9 AM to 7 PM MDT 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Holter and Koeser reported on the pickup bids.  The 3/4 ton vehicle bid by 
Stockman’s did not meet specifications.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko 
to accept the bid of OK Implement for one 2006 Dodge Quad 1500 ½ ton pickup for a 
net of $20,155 and to accept the bid of S & S Motors for two 2006 Ford F250 3/4 ton 
pickups for a net of $58,800.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A petition to close an alley in Boles Second Addition to East Fairview was 
reviewed.  A hearing was set for May 2, 2006. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the utility permit 
application from McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:15 PM until Tuesday, April 11, 2006, beginning at 
10:00 AM. 
 

April 11, 2006 
 
 The McKenzie County Board of Commissioners reconvened on April 11, 2006, at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, following a 10:00 o’clock County Park 
Board Meeting.  All commissioners were present and Chairman Patten called the 
meeting to order at 11:30 AM. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson and Malcolm Pippin met with the Board to discuss 
pending legal matters.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to retain Attorney 
Pippen to assist in resolving public access issues on the Flat Rock Road in section 30 
and 31 of Township 146 Range 103.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, motor grader bids were opened per advertised notice.  
Bids were submitted as follows: RDO Equipment - one new 772D John Deere, cash 
price of $199,000; one new 870D John Deere, cash price of $190,000.  Tractor and 



Equipment - one new 160H Caterpillar, cash price $176,600.  Both companies also 
submitted prices on snow equipment.  County Engineer Holter and Road 
Superintendent Koeser were asked to review the bids for compliance with 
specifications. 
 
 Cutting edge bids were opened per advertised notice with only one bid submitted 
by RDO Equipment.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid as 
submitted.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the resignation of Matt 
Iverson from the Job Development Authority and to appoint Darius Frick to complete the 
term expiring January 1, 2007.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Culvert bids were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by Johnston-
Fargo Culverts.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to accept the bids as 
submitted.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Tractor and 
Equipment for one new motor grader with snow equipment.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 No bids were received in response to advertised notice for gravel and scoria 
crushing or for bridge lumber.  Auditor Olson was asked to re-advertise for crushing bids 
to be opened at the May meeting. 
 
 There was some discussion of the trip permit fee schedule.  There will be a 
permit section meeting on April 27, beginning at noon, at the Watford City Golf Club.   
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported on discussions with Richland County, Montana, 
regarding work to be done on State Street.  He will work with the county engineers and 
costs will be split evenly.  He should also work with Jerry Nypen to coordinate any 
intersections with irrigation pipes. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on changes to Veterans clinics in the area.  The 
Sidney, MT, clinic is closing June 30 but a clinic in Williston will not open until 
September.  He also reported that there is a Forest Service grant available to Rural Fire 
Protection Districts for mapping of possible sources of wild fires and other hazards.  
This would aid in developing a more specific plan than the general wild fire plan already 
in place and give fire districts a better opportunity for grant funding in the future. 
 
 County Recorder Ann Johnsrud provided copies of her response to the review of 
her grant application for funding to aid in digitizing county land records. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported that he had been to the Insurance Commission 
regarding insurance premium allocations to Sioux-Yellowstone Rural Fire Protection 
District and it appears that past omissions have been corrected.  He had also visited 



with Lynn Helms, Director of the Oil & Gas Division of the State Industrial Commission 
regarding landowners’ rights to compensation on drilling sites. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to distribute the Bankhead Jones 
payment as follows:    to the Townships - value of federal lands times township levy 
times two; to the school districts - the larger of the value of federal lands times school 
levy times two OR resident students times $400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
The Bankhead Jones distribution this year totaled $5,436,363.07. 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM until Tuesday, May 2, 2006, beginning at 
9:00 CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 2, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 2, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM Central Daylight Time. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, which included a discussion of the 
investment strategy for this year’s Bankhead Jones payment and fees for the single trip 
and uniform county trip permits. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following fee schedule 
for non-divisible loads, effective August 1, 2006: 
 

Gross Weight Trucks & 
Trailers 

Under 105,500 but     
Overwidth or 
Overlength 

20 

105,501 - 110,000 30 
110,001 - 115,000 40 
115,001 - 120,000 50 
120,001 - 125,000 60 
125,001 - 130,000 70 
130,001 - 135,000 80 
135,001 - 140,000 90 
140,001 - 145,000 100 
145,001 - 150,000 110 
150,001 - 155,000 120 
155,001 - 160,000 130 



160,001 - 165,000 140 
165,001 - 170,000 150 
170,001 - 175,000 160 
175,001 - 180,000 170 
180,001 - 185,000 180 
185,001 - 190,000 190 
190,001 - 195,000 200 
195,001 - 200,000 210 
Over 200,000 $5/ton/mile 

 Workover Rigs   
& Cranes 

40,000 - 60,000 30 
60,001 - 100,000 40 
100,001 - 110,000 60 
110,001 - 115,000 70 
115,001 - 120,000 80 
120,001 - 125,000 90 
125,000 - 130,000 100 
130,001 - 135,000 110 
135,001 - 140,000 120 
140,001 - 145,000 130 
145,001 - 150,000 140 
150,001 - 155,000 150 
155,001 - 160,000 160 
160,001 - 165,000 170 
165,001 - 170,000 180 
170,001 and over 190 
Earth Moving 
Equipment 

 

40,000 - 70,000 30 
70,001 - 90,000 50 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to discontinue the County’s separate 
single trip permit process when current supplies are exhausted.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Extension Agent Dale Naze updated the Board on work needed at the 
Fairgrounds, including cement work around the bathrooms and some portable bleacher 
options.  He also reported on plans being proposed by the Watford City Livestock 
Association for improvements to their facility. 
 Kristin Liebl, Nutrition Extension Agent, presented information on the Family 



Nutrition Program.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
program for fiscal year 2007.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION TO VACATE ALLEY 
 

 WHEREAS, a petition to discontinue an alleyway in Block 7 of 
Boles Second Addition to East Fairview, McKenzie County, North Dakota, 
has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor; and,  

 
 WHEREAS, this alleyway is more particularly described as follows: 
a 20 foot wide alley between Lots 1, 2 3 and 4 on the east and Lots 8, 9, 
10, 11 and 12 on the west in Block 7 of Boles Second Addition to East 
Fairview, North Dakota; and,  

 
 WHEREAS, a hearing to determine the granting of said petition was 
held by McKenzie County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, May 2, 
2006, beginning at 10:30 AM Central Daylight Time in the Commissioners 
Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse at 201 Fifth ST NW, Watford 
City, North Dakota, with all Commissioners present; and, 

 
 WHEREAS, no public appeared to speak for or against said 
vacation, on motion made by Commissioner Cayko, seconded by 
Commissioner Lawlar, and a vote of five aye and no nay,  

 
 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for 
McKenzie County, North Dakota, that it is in the interest of the public and 
the parties involved to grant the petition and hereby declare the described 
alleyway to be discontinued.   

 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to ratify the following declaration 
previously approved by telephone poll: 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
 

WHEREAS, during the snowstorm April 4 and 5, 2006, McKenzie County 
was subjected to a heavy rain mixed with snow, causing hazardous travel 
conditions and damaging power lines; and  

 
WHEREAS, this storm caused power outages throughout the county and 
caused numerous traffic accidents, including one involving three vehicles, 
resulting in three fatalities and the necessity of using many emergency 
resources; and  

 
WHEREAS, the cost of these emergencies adversely impacted available 
public resources; 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners declares a state of emergency and orders the activation 
and utilization of the County Emergency Operations Plan, its procedures, 
attachment and appendices to monitor the situation, alleviate hardship, and 
initiate appropriate relief actions and mitigation measures by departments 
and agencies of local government to limit the impact of this emergency 
upon the citizens of McKenzie County. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Recorder Ann Johnsrud informed that Board that Margaret Zubke would 
begin in her office on May 15.  The grant request had not been funded but she would 
like to go forward with the project.  There was also discussion on copy rates and what 
constitutes a copy as she has had inquiries about digital photos of the records.  It is the 
consensus that a copy is a copy, regardless of the format. 
 
 District Ranger Frank Guzman, McKenzie District, Dakota Prairie Grasslands, 
updated the Board on grasslands matters.  June 15, 2006, beginning at 10 AM CDT, 
was set for a Schedule A review.  They have filled one minerals position and still have 
one to fill.  Guzman and Keith Winter, working with Senator Dorgan, obtained an 
additional $15,000 for weed control. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve an agreement between 
McKenzie County and the City of Arnegard, wherein the City may request enforcement 
of the City’s ordinances on an as-needed basis.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko reported on the findings to date on needed improvements to the sewer 
system in East Fairview.  They are working with Williston Basin RC&D for funding. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company and 
Rolfson Oil Company were opened.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Crushing bids were opened per re-advertised notice with only one bid submitted 
by Sundre Sand & Gravel of Minot.  This bid being deemed reasonable, moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Brian Vandeveld, Speedy Heavy Hauling; Deputy Sheriff Bob Perry and Uniform 
County Permit Section Operator Linda Svihovec were present for a review of a stop 
made by Deputy Perry and the permit section fees and penalties.  It was also explained 
that the State was routing heavy loads off state highways and onto county routes.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to reduce the heavyweight fee for the 
overload to $1,000.00 All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Holter handed out a list of proposed paving projects for FAS 



funding in the next few years. 
 Harry Brown and Don Lovaas requested some improvements on the road 
between sections 25 and 36 in Township 151, Range 96 and sections 30 and 31 in 
Township 151 Range 95.  Although part of the 2 miles is little more than a trail, there is 
a lot of use when it is passable.  Road Superintendent Koeser estimated three to four 
weeks to make the entire stretch into a four season road.  He was asked to put it on the 
list and get to it this year yet if possible. 
 Dave Brendsel, on behalf of the Safely Family Trust and Frank Guzman and Jess 
Ann Knutson, on behalf of the Forest Service, met with the Board to discuss oil field 
road work being done in Sections 5 and 8, Township 150 Range 102.  Various routes 
and possible abandonment of unused easements were discussed.  
 Holter reported that different signs had been installed near Rofflers’.  The 404 
permit for the boat ramp work at Tobacco Garden has been approved and the permit for 
the cleaning of the channel is expected soon. 
 There was discussion of dust control materials.  Holter had obtained prices for a 
calcium chloride product. 
 Koeser discussed the current status of employees and the levels of 
compensation, and asked for consideration of an adjustment at this time. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson stated that the Road Department should have 
witnesses when attempting work in the vicinity of Sections 29-32, Township 146 Range 
103.  A complaint and request for restraining order are being filed today.  Other pending 
legal matters were reviewed.   
 
 Jessica Cayko, East Fairview, MT, presented information on a proposed pool in 
Fairview, MT, and the usage by McKenzie County residents.  Richland County, MT, will 
be asked for the majority of the funding.  Consensus was to assist this project but no 
amount was set at this time. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer discussed expenses related to the ToolCat.  It is the 
consensus that these also will come from the Road & Bridge Fund.  It was also stated 
that this would not be equipment available for employee use. 
 
 Word was received that the hearing on the complaint filed today would be on 
June 6, 2006, beginning at 3:00 PM CDT. 
 
 There was further discussion of the road salaries.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Anderson to increase the top step for truck drivers to $16.00 per hour, for 
equipment operators to $16.25 per hour, motor grader operators to $16.50 per hour, 
adjusting the lower steps accordingly, all effective April 23, 2006; and to offer Duane 
Frick an exempt position at a monthly salary.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on a meeting today with Veterans Administration 
officials regarding a veterans clinic to be up and going in Williston by September 1, 
2006.   
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the resignation of Kent 
Pedersen from the County Weed Board.  All voting aye, motion carried.  There was 
discussion of possible candidates to fill the vacancy as well as a vacancy on the County 
Water Resource District Board. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the utility permit application 
submitted by Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to certify the township road mileage to 
the State Treasurer as follows:  Alex - 22; Antelope Creek - 18; Arnegard - 27; Blue 
Buttes - 25; Charbon - 23; Elm Tree - 37; Grail - 11; Hawkeye - 25; Keene - 22; 
Randolph - 12; Riverview - 22; Sioux - 30; Twin Valley - 24; Tri - 68; Yellowstone - 54; 
and 722 miles in unorganized townships.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion regarding the USACE Master Plan for Lake Sakakawea.  
Chinn will draft a comment letter. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the special permit 
applications from the Long X Saloon for May 27 & 28, June 9 and July 15.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Patten will be attending the Western Interstate Region Annual 
Conference in Sacramento, CA, next week. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:35 PM until Tuesday, June 6, 2006, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 6, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 6, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 10:00 AM the Board convened in its capacity as County Board of Equalization.  
No public appeared for the hearing.  Barbara Bauman, Tax Director, and Deb Wisness, 
Assistant Tax Director, reviewed the past year of assessments and sales.  Soils 



information is available to begin the re-assessment based on the new information.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the recommendation to increase 
agricultural land values by 2 ½ percent.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Linda Svihovec and Gene Veeder reviewed a proposal for a re-work of the 
county website.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to turn this project over to 
the Technology committee with a budget limit of $20,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Laura Sanford and Mari White Owl met with the Board regarding the 
development of a sand volleyball court.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to 
grant $1,250 to the Watford City Park District toward this project.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits requested by 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy, McKenzie Electric Cooperative 
and Zenergy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve raffle permits for 
McKenzie County Energy & Taxation and the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept a bid of $350 from Don 
Moberg for Lot 44 Block 4, Cherry Creek Addition to Watford City.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The Insurance Committee gave a brief report on benefits being offered by 
various businesses in the area.  No new information has been received from KHS 
Company. 
 
 Mike Wolf, NDACo CEG Manager, and Jerry Samuelson, County Risk Manager, 
reviewed reporting requirements for injuries and cost savings tips. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, reviewed a number of Forest Service 
related matters with the Board.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Dale Naze as the Pest 
Control Coordinator and execute the agreement with the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve a special permit for Rick’s 
Office for a June 22, 2006, event at the Ron Anderson farm.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Rolfson Oil Company also submitted bids. 
 



 Don Sivertson requested consideration of dust control near his house which is 
impacted partly by county gravel hauling.   
  
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser relayed a question from Rick Jore regarding 
hauling and fees for another demolition in the Renaissance Zone.  He is to haul and 
fees will be waived at the landfill.  Koeser also had been asked about blading trails in a 
government pasture.  He is to work with the Grazing Association.  Bill Russell had 
asked about dozing a trail to access a leafy spurge patch on a peninsula in the Little 
Missouri.  Weed Control and the adjacent land owner need to be involved.  Koeser 
reported that it had been necessary to rent a track hoe for work at the landfill and would 
like to use it for a couple other projects which was approved.  Patten relayed that he 
had heard good comments on the work done by county crews in the area of the 
baseball field and playground in Watford City. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on the Secondary Roads allocation which 
has been reduced.  Route 27 is in the works for 2007.  Pre-construction meeting on the 
Route 1 project will be this coming Thursday. 
 
 Malcolm Pippen met with the Board in his capacity as counsel for the Reichman 
case, reviewing additional information from the Board and discussing procedures for the 
hearing later today. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Chief Dispatcher Barbara Becker met with the Board 
regarding salaries.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the 
adjustments requested for Roxann Uhlich and Deb Nottestad.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The Board recessed from 3:00 PM until 4:20 PM to attend a hearing in the matter 
of a restraining order.    
  
 When the Board re-convened, Keith Winter briefed them on continuing 
negotiations to a settlement in the roadless law suit. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to make the following Board 
appointments: Park - 2 year term, Ray Mrachek and Lee Stevens; Human Service - 3 
year term, D.M. “Dick” Iverson; Watford City Pest Control - 2 year term, Rick Holm; 
and NW Human Service Center - 2 year term, John Kirkland.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM until June 15, 2006, beginning at 10:00 AM 
 

June 15, 2006 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 15, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent: Commissioner Anderson.  



Chairman Patten reconvened the meeting at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Steve Dorval, Interstate Engineering, presented a Memorandum of 
Understanding involving road work to be done by the Three Affiliated Tribes and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs on routes located in McKenzie County.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the MOU.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Superintendent Carol Kieson, on behalf of employees, asked that the 
county offices be closed on Monday, July 3.   
 
 Commissioner Anderson came into the meeting at 10:30 AM. 
 
 Gene Veeder presented information from a meeting on the land transfer from the 
Corps of Engineers to the tribes.  Commissioner Chinn will work with Veeder and Carol 
Kieson to develop written comments to be submitted.  These comments will reaffirm the 
previous position that restricting wheeled traffic does not allow recreation, as was the 
intended purpose of the lands when acquired.   
 Veeder also reported on meeting regarding the upgrades to US Highway 85. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to appoint Doug Danielson to a 5 
year term on the Water Resource District Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to appoint Jay Lewis to an unexpired 
term ending July 1, 2007, on the Weed Control Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to close county offices on July 3 as 
a holiday.  Voting aye: Anderson, Cayko, Chinn and Lawlar; voting nay: Patten ; motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to distribute the current Public Domain 
royalty receipts as the previous quarter.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Patten appointed Commissioner Cayko to the County Canvassing 
Board. 
 
 In the time before noon recess, the Board and Olson began visiting courthouse 
offices to inspect the building and take input for needed maintenance. 
 
 Following noon recess, Forest Service personnel met with the Board to review 
the road maintenance schedules.  Representing the Forest Services were District 
Ranger Frank Guzman, Curt Glasoe, Jess Anne Knutson, Debbie Riely, and Katie 
Anderson.  Guzman also explained a fire exercise that is in the works.  The consensus 
was to participate. 
 
 There was discussion of guidelines for the upcoming budget work.  Department 
requests should include full funding for a single premium of health insurance and 70% 



funding for the difference between single and single + dependent or family coverage as 
opted by the employee.   Salary requests of 5% will be considered in the final hearings. 
 
 There was additional discussion on dust control measures.  Tabled until July 7, 
2006, meeting. 
  
 Additional time was spent looking at the courthouse for needed repairs and 
updates. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:20 PM until July 7, 2006.  
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 7, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 7, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM . 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including the pledge of assets and a 
request for cancellation of lost checks.  There was also discussion of changing 
courthouse hours to be open during noon hour and adjusting all employees to an eight 
hour day. 
 
 Moved by and seconded by to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented; to designate Dakota West Credit Union, 
First International Bank & Trust and McKenzie County Bank as depositories for county 
funds and to accept the pledges of assets presented from same; and the following 
checks and warrants: 
Warrant  Date 
or Check #     Payee Issued Amount 
173566 Henry Skjelvik 1-20-05 $ 20.00 
175195 Artie Weber 4-5-05 30.00 
174241 New Town Rural Ambulance 4-13-05 42.80 
174505 Dale Pottorff 5-20-05 10.60 
174888 Sharleen Thompson 7-5-05 25.20 
14316 Smith Law Firm 1-7-05 13.00 
14439 Joe Bear 7-20-05 7.00 
14547 McKennett Law Firm 2-23-06 10.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to grant $6,000 to the Northeast 



McKenzie County Community Association toward expansion of the facility.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion on the Corps land exchange to the Department of Interior.  Patten to 
work with the appropriate contacts toward recognition of county rights on the affected 
acres and to keep the agencies managing the lands per the original purpose of 
acquisition. 
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
matters, including roads reconciliation in the Roadless settlement; an updated Schedule 
A, B, and C; leafy spurge spraying; and an updated oil & gas activity report.  He is also 
still working on scheduling a fire “dry run”. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to appoint Debra Wisness to the 
position of Director of Tax Equalization, with certification to be completed per law.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Farmers Union Oil Company also submitted a 
bid. 
 
 Discussion of condition of Route 50 at the car passes.  Chinn to work with Franz 
Construction to get them fixed.   
 
 Discussion of dust control policies.  Engineer’s office will be asked to develop a 
list of sources for acceptable materials with estimated costs and coverage that could be 
provided to landowners.  For now, the policy will continue to be that the county will 
spread material provided by the landowner. 
 
 Keith Winter and Commissioner Chinn reported on the negotiations for a 
settlement of the Roadless lawsuit and the provisions of the agreed settlement.  Moved 
by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the proposed agreement as reached 
on June 26, 2006.  All voting aye, motion carried.  There was discussion of the 
procedures to comply with the information requirements of the agreement.   
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson informed the Board of increased funding needed for the 
Narcotics Task Force due to cuts in federal programs.  This is to be added to the 2007 
budget request. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits requested by 
Bear Paw Energy and McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve a contract with Bituminous 
Paving, Inc., in the amount of $18,638.50 for the Sundheim Park project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve a raffle permit for the 
McKenzie County Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve two utility permits for the 
McKenzie County Grazing Association.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM until August 1, 2006, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 1, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 1, 2006.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Patten called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT.   
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn presented a proposal being developed by the North Dakota Association of 
Oil & Gas Producing Counties for possible legislation. 
 
 David Drovdal thanked the Board for its support of the appreciation supper for 
emergency response volunteers in the county.  Kerry Krikava, McKenzie County 
Ambulance, was named Responder of the Year.  Consensus is to continue with the 
recognition and event. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson presented additional information on burn bans.  There was also 
discussion of a ban recently announced by the Forest Service.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Chinn to extend the burn ban until September 5, 2006 and expand the 
resolution to include definitions and penalties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Samuelson reported on a Homeland Security grant briefing held July 25 and 
explained some training requirements needed to continue being eligible for the funds.  
There will be a meeting August 16 to finalize the spending plan for the 2006 money.  
Some needs are radios, repeaters and security at the hospital.  The Board 
recommended completing the radio replacement project and the hospital security for 
this round. 
 
 County Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported that the wireless network that had been 
installed for public use is not being utilized and requested that it be discontinued.  She 



reported on a conference call with a company that wants to digitize paper records to put 
on the internet for sale.  After discussion it was the consensus that she should go 
forward with a project to digitize the records so that she could post them to the NDRIN 
(North Dakota Recorders Information Network) which would produce revenue for the 
county.  Johnsrud will be attending the National Association of Counties annual 
conference in Chicago the rest of the week. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
budget.  The joint meeting of the four counties to approve the budget will be September 
7. 
 
 Michon Sax, Linda Svihovec and Cheryl Bowker were present for a discussion of 
the current technology needs with the resignation of Trevor Kronberg.  Svihovec was 
asked to arrange a call later today with the Association of Counties to explore 
possibilities for both the short and long term.   
 
 Libby Knotts, representing the McKenzie Ranger District, Dakota Prairie 
Grasslands, updated the Board with information on the current oil activity, fire 
restrictions and the scoping for the proposed prairie dog kill where they are encroaching 
on private lands. 
 
 Following noon recess, a fuel bid from Rolfson Oil Company, the only bid, was 
opened per notice.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ernie Miller, Contex Energy, and Bill Trotter, Trotter Construction, met with the 
Board with a proposal for a temporary realignment of a road to drill an oil well in Section 
36, Township 149 Range 96.  This is State School land and Contex has been in contact 
with the State Land Department.  They also need to contact Bill Jorgenson who lives at 
the end of the road.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the temporary 
variance in the road location for a period of sixty days and with the stipulation that safety 
measures be put in place on the temporary route.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Martinson, Tractor and Equipment salesman, reviewed the current status of 
the Road Department’s two crawler tractors.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to advertise for bids for crawler tractors to be opened at 1:15 PM CDT on 
September 5, 2006.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported on an employee arrested for drug 
possession.  Consensus that he be terminated.  There was discussion of increasing to 
two payrolls per month.  Koeser reported the completion of the new cell at the landfill.  
The dirt crew has moved to the Drovdal road.  The Board confirmed a policy of $150 per 
acre for crop damages. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on several utility permit applications and 
there was discussion of the current form of the permit.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 



by Lawlar to approve the permit applications from Reservation Telephone Cooperative, 
Bear Paw Energy, Zenergy and Milton Madison.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Consensus to add the following paragraph to the permit application under section 4: “(i)  
The Company’s plan must be submitted to the Office of the County Engineer for review 
prior to consideration by the Board of Commissioners.  Plans must be available for 
consideration by the Board at least two (2) weeks prior to the commencement of the 
project.” 
 The paving started on Route 1.  The Route 27 overlay will be in the November 
letting.  Routes eligible for Forest Highway funding were reviewed. 
 Commissioner Anderson reported that he had spoken with Bob Froelich at Game 
& Fish about possible grants for the boat ramp project at Tobacco Garden.  The County 
will need to submit a plan and request by February 1, 2007, for cost share. 
 
 Lloyd Clock presented additional information on emergency alert systems.  At 
next week’s Homeland Security grant planning meeting, he will be proposing that the 
Law Enforcement portion of the Homeland Security funding be earmarked for video 
cameras and radio repeaters for the vehicles.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to adopt the following resolution:   
 

Extension of E911 Service Excise Tax 
 
WHEREAS, the voters of McKenzie County have previously approved the collection of a 
one dollar per month excise tax on land lines; and, 
 
WHEREAS, under the provisions of NDCC 57-40.6 this excise tax was extended to 
wireless service accounts; and, 
 
WHEREAS, emergency services continue to be critical to public service and the E911 
system is now well established within McKenzie County; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners in and 
for McKenzie County do hereby extend the collection of this excise tax on both land and 
wireless service until December 31, 2012. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Rick Jore, Watford City Engineer, informed the Board of a proposal to obtain 
Transportation Enhancement funds to extend the multi-use path to the Golf Course.  
This would be asphalt, instead of concrete and require less preparation.  Funding is 
80% federal, 20% local.  Jore was asked to provide preliminary plans and cost 
estimates. 
 A draft of comments regarding shoreline use that will be presented to the Corps 
of Engineers was reviewed and approved. 
 
 Michon Sax, Social Services Director, met with the Board for further discussion of 
proposed changes to the Indigent Burial agreement between the county and 



Fulkerson’s Funeral Home.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to increase the 
amount of the total allowance to $3,000 and to make no other changes to the current 
agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Michon Sax, Linda Svihovec, Gene Veeder and Cheryl Bowker joined the Board 
for a call with Mike Abel, Chris Brown and Terry Traynor, North Dakota Association of 
Counties, to explore options for technology services.  Options include: full time 
employee of McKenzie County, “host” an Association of Counties employee under a 
part time contract or continue the current contract with the Association of Counties and 
utilize local consultants as much as possible.  The Association will prepare additional 
information. Estimated time frame to have someone on site is three to three and half 
months. 
 After the call ended, Veeder reported that the website update project is 
progressing on schedule and should be ready later this month. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to appoint Dwite Brew to an 
unexpired term on the Water Resources District Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of the proposed updates to the courthouse and the 
new storage building.  Cayko will talk to Dick Fischer about getting more information.  
Svihovec, Olson, Deb Wisness and Carol Kieson were asked to develop a draft of a 
request for proposal for a general contractor to oversee the courthouse work and send it 
to Patten and Anderson. 
 
 Cayko volunteered to obtain a door prize to contribute to the North Dakota 
Association of Counties conference in October. 
 
 There was further discussion of the proposed changes to courthouse hours.  It 
was decided that any change would not be effective until January 1, 2007, and that this 
would be part of the budget discussions. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM CDT until September 5, 2006, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 5, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 5, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Svihovec explained an apportionment 



error that was being made by the tax program and presented the information to correct 
amounts that had been allocated to county funds instead of schools, cities, townships, 
fire districts and others.  It will be necessary to request a refund from county funds paid 
out such as the Upper Missouri District Health Unit and the Atmospheric Resources 
Board.  Most other county funds stay on the county books. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on the progress with the settlement of a portion of 
the roadless lawsuit.  The US has agreed to recognize section lines on all sides of any 
section affected by road language in the original documents.  Packets are being 
assembled to provide this information.  Chinn also reported that the North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties executive committee had met with District 
39 legislators to discuss possible changes in the allocation formula for oil & gas 
production taxes during the 2007 session.   
 
 John Skurupey, the new manager at McKenzie Electric Cooperative, stopped in 
to meet the Board and updated the Board on issues for the cooperative. 
 
 Svihovec was present for some general discussion on the proposed updates to 
the courthouse interior. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Deb Wisness, Director of Tax Equalization, met with the Board to request having 
Barbara Bauman work on a part-time, as needed, basis to help keep up with 
assessments and other data input, which was approved. 
 
 Marcia Hellandsaas, McKenzie County Extension, gave the Board information on 
the Horizons program which will be having a showcase in Watford City on October 10. 
 
 Mark Feland, RDO Equipment, met with the Board to discuss updating loaders. 
 
 Frank Guzman introduced Kurt Cuneo who will be acting District Ranger while he 
is on temporary assignment to Billings, and updated the Board on Forest Service 
matters. 
 
 The budget meeting was set for September 19, 2006, with the public hearing at 
10:00 AM.  The Auditor was directed to publish the department requests as the 
preliminary budget. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permit requested 
by Tim Dwyer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present for the road portion of the meeting.  September 22, 23 & 25 were set as Landfill 
Appreciation days.  Regarding the Contex Energy location in 36-149-96, Holter reported 
that the well head must be at least 500 feet from the section line.  The drilling pad may 
be over temporarily.  Route 1 has been paved and chipped and will be striped 
tomorrow.  Wanzek will be starting on the Route 15 bridge in the next few weeks.   
 
 Bids for track tractors were opened per advertised notice as follows: RDO 
Equipment - Cash price for 1 John Deere 950J of $355,000, trade allowance for our 
units 33 & 34 of $120,000 each for a net of $470,000 for two machines.  Tractor & 
Equipment - Cash price for 1 D7R Series 2 Caterpillar of $337,168, trade allowance for 
our units 33 & 34 of $130,000 each for a net of $414,336 for two machines.  Koeser was 
asked to review the bids for compliance with specifications. 
 
 Nikki and Bret McAlpin met with the Board to request scoria be hauled on a bus 
route into their place and they would pay for scoria in their yard to give the bus a good 
turnaround.  Consensus to surface into their yard.  They will also work with Koeser on 
getting a cattle guard installed that they have purchased. 
 
 Holter provided reports on possible dust control materials, the Sundheim Park 
project and procedures for changing speed limits on county routes. 
 
 Daryl Flagen, Superintendent of Yellowstone School District #14 met with the 
Board to thank them for their financial commitment to the schools of the county.  The 
additional revenues provided by a share of the Public Domain minerals has allowed the 
district to make needed expenditures for infrastructure which will minimize costs into the 
future.  He also stated that the committee work being done for the legislative session in 
2007 will need to be watched to insure equity for smaller schools. 
 
 Koeser asked for a review of the policy for approaches into new residences.  The 
Board confirmed that the County will provide an approach and a culvert if needed.  He 
reported that RDO did not meet all bid specifications but that Tractor & Equipment did. 
 Dwight and Dana Ebel of Ebel Integrators, Ann Johnsrud and Linda Svihovec 
met with the Board regarding the function of the new telephone system.  Dana Ebel 
explained the interactions of the various features.  It was decided to put Veterans 
Service, JDA and one or two other departments back to direct lines to reduce the 
number of choices in the Auto-Attendant listing.   
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson met with the Board regarding pending legal matters. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Tractor & 
Equipment for two new track tractors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The utility permit process was reviewed .  The consensus is that if the County 
Engineer approves and signs off on the permit, the Chairman may sign the permit 



between meetings. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute the revised Technology 
Support agreement with the North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was a discussion of the burn ban procedures.  Consensus was to retain 
the authority with the full Board. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the gravel stockpile 
agreement with Myron and Darlene Wold.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle permit 
requested by Pheasants Forever.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following Resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION OF MCKENZIE COUNTY 
 
WHEREAS, passage and implementation of the “Shared Parenting Initiative” would 
mandate joint child custody arrangements following all divorces, unless a parent is 
proven “unfit” by the court, and 
 
WHEREAS, the initiative would further require the court to arbitrate changes to the 
mandated “joint parenting plans”, and 
 
WHEREAS, the initiative would further limit child support to the “actual costs of 
providing for the basic needs” of the child, and 
 
WHEREAS, the provisions in general and the “fitness” and “parenting plan” 
requirements specifically, would encourage litigation and contention in families already 
in conflict, increasing county and State costs and further impacting the children 
involved, and  
 
WHEREAS, the initiative would require changes to current child support provisions 
eroding the basic economic support for children and families, causing a shift of fiscal 
responsibility from parents to the taxpayers of North Dakota, and 
 
WHEREAS, the changes to child support would likely place North Dakota out of 
compliance with federal law, jeopardizing federal funding that supports children and 
families, also increasing county and State costs. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved, that the McKenzie County Commission opposes the 
Shared Parenting Initiated measure and urges all citizens to study this issue and 
recognize its impacts on children, families, our county, and our State before going to the 
polls in November. 



All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the resignation of Fay 
Ann Moberg from the County Human Services Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten reported that he and Gene Veeder had met with Texx Lone Bear, Fort 
Berthold Rural Water, regarding the expansion of the treatment plant.  It must be bid by 
September 19.  Tabled until further information is available. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to fund the apportionment 
adjustment for the County Fair and the County Historical Society from the General 
Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 The annual budget meeting of the Upper Missouri District Health Unit will be at 
7:30 PM on September 7 in Williston.  At least three commissioners must attend.  
Lawlar, Cayko, and Chinn indicated they could attend. 
 
 The annual meeting of the Petroleum Council will be in Bismarck September 27 
and 28. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:18 PM until September 19, 2006, beginning at 9:00 
AM. 
 

September 21, 2006 
 
 The budget meeting was postponed to September 21, due to an error in the 
publication of the hearing notice. 
 
 The meeting opened at 8:30 with a conference call including Commissioners, 
Water Board members Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder and representatives for the 
Fort Berthold Rural Water System.  Ken Royse reviewed the status of the intake 
extension and proposed water plant expansion and funding sources.  A meeting is set 
for tomorrow with various funding agencies including State Water Commission, Bureau 
of Reclamation, Rural Development and MR&I.  Consensus is that the County and the 
County Water Resource District will continue to support the efforts of the Fort Berthold 
Rural Water System. 
 
 The budget portion of the meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM.  Present were 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar, Patten and Auditor Olson.  Commissioner 
Chinn joined part of the meeting by telephone.  Chairman Patten presided. 
 
 Throughout the day, various department heads and Boards met with the 
Commission to review their requests for 2007. 
 
 No citizens appeared for the public hearing. 



 
 Tom Serie on behalf of the developer for the housing complex south of town, 
requested some county assistance with rough dirt work around the building for which 
the company would pay.  He has been in contact with Craig Nelson to do the finish.  
Progress on the project has been slow due to a lack of available sub-contractors.  He 
was told to work with Mark Koeser. 
 
 There was a short telephone conference with Malcolm Pippin concerning the Deb 
Reichmann case.  There still has not been a ruling from the hearing in June.  A 
scheduling conference has been requested.  Patten will visit with Pippin more on 
Monday. 
 
 Other than budget, topics discussed with County Engineer Holter and Road 
Superintendent Koeser included hazardous materials found in gravel pits in Dunn 
County and the dust control policy.  They are interviewing this week to fill two 
vacancies. 
 
 Orville Hellandsaas, Lynn Swenson and Sandra Flynn represented the 
Atmospheric Resources Board. 
 
 Tim Jorgenson and Dale Naze discussed the need for new restroom facilities at 
the fairgrounds and reported that the Multi-Purpose Building is heavily used.  Naze also 
reported on progress on plans for a new facility for the Watford City Livestock 
Association. 
 
 Odin Heim, Weed Control Officer and Board members Tim Cayko, Paul Linseth, 
Sharleen Thompson and Jay Lewis reported on various aspects of the weed spraying 
program in addition to the budget.   
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to appoint Lisa Redford, Mandaree, 
to an unexpired term on the County Human Services Board.  The term ends July 1, 
2007.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve a grant request of $500 
to the North Dakota Coalition for Homeless People.  Voting aye: Anderson, Cayko, 
Lawlar; voting nay: Patten; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute a gravel stockpile 
agreement with Orville & Kathleen Eide.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to re-appoint Steve Meyers to a 
five year term on the McKenzie County Housing Authority.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The State Water Commission is holding an informational meeting in Watford City 
on September 26, part of which will be a formal hearing on a number of water permit 



applications made by Zenergy, Inc. 
 
 Cayko reviewed a recent special meeting of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy 
District regarding alternatives for getting water to the Red River Water Supply project..  
There is still opposition, especially from Canada. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar that effective for budget year 2007, 
the County would pay heath premiums for employees as follows: 100% of the total cost 
of a single policy, 85% of the total cost of a Single Plus Dependents policy and 85% of 
the total cost of a family policy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of changing courthouse hours beginning in 2007 
and the affect on various departments.  It was decided to complete review and action on 
the budget at the October meeting when Commissioner Chinn would be present. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to appoint Robert Pederson as the 
County delegate to the annual meeting of the State Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:20 PM until Tuesday, October 3, 2006, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 3, 2006 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 3, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including a report of how the trip permit 
system is working with the change to the new fee schedule and dropping the County=s 
individual trip permits. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded Anderson by to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer=s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Chinn gave an update on the project to identify the County=s road 
rights on the grasslands. 
 

Commissioners Patten and Cayko reported on the Oil & Gas Council annual 
meeting in Bismarck last week. 
 



Eric Mogen met with the Board regarding the need for different sand for the 
volleyball court.  The sand they had intended to use will pack too hard to be safe.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve a grant of $2,200 toward this 
project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Social Services Director Michon Sax and Treasurer Svihovec presented 
additional information to be considered in the budget discussions scheduled for later in 
the day. 
 

There was further discussion on the issue of changing the courthouse hours.  No 
changes will be made at this time. 
 

Frank Guzman and Kurt Cuneo, McKenzie Ranger District, US Forest Service, 
updated the Board on Forest Service matters.  Guzman announced that he has 
accepted a position in Boise ID which just opened and will be starting there November 
12 as Deputy Forest Supervisor.  Cuneo will continue as Acting District Ranger until in 
December.  Cuneo updated the Board on oil and gas activities.  The California ruling 
that re-instated the AClinton@ rules have put things on hold for now.  There was 
discussion about the boundary of the grasslands.  It is congress that sets forest 
boundaries but the grasslands are not as firm.  Guzman stated that the management 
plan does not apply to private land within the grasslands boundary. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

David Brendsel presented information on road easements near the Safely 
farmstead.  The family would like to exchange an easement that runs through the yard 
for one that would be outside of the yard and align with the road that is being 
established for oil development access.  The consensus is that the County would be 
willing to abandon the current easement as long as the new easement would be legally 
equal.  Brendsel will work with the Forest Service to get the papers in order. 
 

County Engineer John Holter reported that the Route 27 overlay has been put 
back to the February 9, 2007, letting because of availability of funding under the Forest 
Highway program.  Federal Highway personnel have not signed off on the Route 1 
bridge because of issues with the guard rail standards.  Projects for 2011 Forest 
Highway funding were discussed, including surfacing on the east side of Charlie Bob 
Creek Road and Route 14 from ND 73 north.  Speed limits were discussed and it was 
proposed to make the changes as striping is needed as the striping will have to be 
adjusted to the speed limit. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the raffle permit 
application by the Grassy Butte Firemen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to set the minimum sales price for 
a parcel taken for taxes, a 1/3 interest in the N 2 Ex 7.76 Acres of Right of Way in 
Section 23 Township 152N Range 94W, at $5,000.  No hearing will be needed as the 
parcel is not in an organized township.  Voting aye: Anderson, Lawlar, Patten; voting 
nay: Cayko, Chinn; motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Construction and 
Maintenance Agreement and Right Of Way Certification for Project SC-FHC-2727(055), 
overlay and chip seal on Route 27.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Ned Hermanson met with the Board regarding the status of a section line two-
track in Township 150N Range 103W.  Further information is needed to determine the 
status. 
 

The 2007 budget proposals were reviewed.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
by Chinn to approve the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2007 

 
WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of September, 2006, adopt a 

Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2007 and 
 

WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 20th day of September, 2006, together with a notice of such hearing 
on the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 21st day of September, 2006,  
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2007, through 
December 31, 2007, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 

2007 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

2006 2007 2007 
APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
County Board 94,609.00 120,412.00 120,412.00 
Clerk of District Court 139,151.00 193,299.00 160,847.00 
County Auditor 182,499.00 204,508.00 195,118.00 
County Treasurer 115,075.00 143,380.00 134,960.00 
State's Attorney 97,749.00 101,037.00 100,044.00 
County Recorder 160,834.00 179,318.00 164,948.00 
County Superintendent 48,027.00 56,513.00 55,428.00 
Tax Director 73,674.00 73,130.00 71,167.00 
Technology Services  45,347.00 49,149.00 49,000.00 



Custodian 83,670.00 93,419.00 88,507.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 61,050.00 69,650.00 69,650.00 
Building Fund 15,000.00 75,000.00 75,000.00 
Elections 36,150.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Landfill 70,515.00 80,724.00 80,724.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 14,000.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 1,000.00 500.00 500.00 
Audit Fees 7,500.00 6,500.00 6,500.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 5,000.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
GIS Project 20,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
FS Plan Response 10,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Telephone Service 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 40,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 7,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Dues, Registrations 12,500.00 12,500.00 12,500.00 
Postage 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Mailing Machine 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 5,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Computer Expense 35,000.00 40,000.00 40,000.00 
Miscellaneous 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Special Projects 250,000.00 250,000.00 250,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 
County Agent 40,000.00 26,000.00 26,000.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 1,020.00 1,020.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 25,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 2,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 7,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 10,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Assoc. 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 10,300.00 10,300.00 10,300.00 
County Weed Control 90,000.00 90,000.00 115,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 32,216.00 40,152.00 40,110.00 
Job Development Authority 10,000.00 28,000.00 28,000.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT$1,936,386.00 $2,138,011.00 $2,084,235.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 367,255.00 407,320.00 403,250.00 
County Jail 171,770.00 198,720.00 198,720.00 
County Coroner 7,500.00 8,500.00 8,500.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 33,488.00 37,017.00 37,017.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 3,875.00 3,955.00 3,955.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 37,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 



Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $624,888.00 $704,512.00 $700,442.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND$2,561,274.00 $2,842,523.00 $2,784,677.00 
    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 $275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 5,043,541.00 5,606,680.00 $5,606,680.00 
TOTAL ROADS $5,318,541.00 $5,881,680.00 $5,881,680.00 
    
COUNTY HUMAN SERVICES $536,802.00 $609,373.00 609,373.00 
    
Veteran's Services 22,231.00 23,651.00 23,651.00 
County Agent 91,400.00 89,179.00 87,229.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 102,780.00 112,555.00 112,555.00 
Social Security 91,510.00 97,610.00 92,110.00 
Water Resource District 36,960.00 18,960.00 18,960.00 
Weed Control 271,545.00 336,004.00 295,749.00 
Job Development Authority 101,211.00 106,768.00 106,768.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 23,700.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
District Health Unit 64,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Historical Society 7,500.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS$918,487.00 $982,877.00 $935,172.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS$9,335,104.00$10,316,453.00 $10,210,902.00 
 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2006 

 
WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of September, 2006, set forth in budget 

form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2007, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 

WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
20, 2006, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 

WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 21st 
day of September, 2006, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:00 AM , and 



 
WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 

calendar year 2007 as heretofore set forth, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2006 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $970,397.00 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 

 
County General Fund  $                   0.00 
County Human Services Fund  $        325,269.00 
County Road & Bridge Fund $                   0.00 
Special Revenue Funds  $        524,407.00 Unorganized 

District Road Fund $        120,721.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
The meeting recessed at 5:20 PM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 1, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 1, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 JoLynn Pelton presented proposals for the county Christmas party, to be held 
December 2, at the Watford City Golf Clubhouse. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to close the courthouse the Friday 
after Thanksgiving.  Voting aye: Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar; voting nay: Patten; 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the Treasurer’s report as 
presented, the bills as listed and the minutes with a clarification to the discussion on 
Forest Highways.  The sentence in paragraph 12 should read “Discussion included 
projects for 2011 Forest Highway funding, surfacing on the east side of Charlie Bob 
Creek Road and Route 14 from ND 73 north.”  Charlie Bob Creek Road and Route 14 
are not on the list of county routes eligible for Forest Highway funding.  All voting aye, 



motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson met with the Board to review pending matters. 
 
 Dale Naze, County Extension Agent, briefed the Board on the findings of the 
Watford City Livestock Association regarding the costs of a new facility.  The 
Association does not feel it can justify a new facility at this time and is considering 
options to repair the current building and obtain a new scale. 
 
 Gene Veeder updated the Board on behalf of the McKenzie County Housing 
Authority on the renovations proposed for the Watford City Senior Center.  Watford City, 
through the Roughrider Fund, has committed to fund the loss of income by adding two 
units to the Center’s space.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to grant 
$78,320 to the County Housing Authority to enhancements to senior services at the 
Watford City Senior Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a letter of support to the 
North Dakota Department of Transportation for the City of Watford City’s application for 
Transportation Enhancement funding for walking path extensions and to act as the 
sponsoring agent with full matching funds being provided by the City.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve a letter of support to be 
part of applications for grant funding for the Fairview pool.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Sheriff Paul Larson and Chief Dispatcher Barb Becker met with the Board for a 
review of the salaries that were approved in the 2007 budget.   
 
 Frank Guzman, McKenzie District Ranger, met with the Board to review Forest 
Service matters and to invite them to the farewell food and program on November 3.   
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 John Holter and Duane Frick met with the Board to review road matters.  Frick 
proposed bidding on a repossessed fuel truck being offered by Stockman Bank of 
Sidney.  The current fuel truck is a 1972.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to 
allow the Road Department to bid on the truck and to make the purchase if successful.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 With two new hires, the Department is now only short a blademan for the 
southwest. 
 Louis Nelson met with the Board to request improvements on Route 27 where 
there is a steep hill with a curve at the bottom and not very good sight distance.  He 



owns the land on both sides of the proposed project area and would move fences.  
Chinn volunteered to view the project with Koeser and Frick. 
 Federal Aid projects through 2011 were reviewed.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the revised 2007-2008 federal aid program.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 Transportation Enhancement funding application was made for the walkways at 
the Sundheim Park.  Estimate is $12,000. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to continue with Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield as the Third Party Administrator for the County’s self-funded health insurance 
program and to set the monthly funding levels at $372.16 for each Single policy, 
$629.55 for each Single Plus Dependent policy and $928.91 for each Family policy.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve scoria agreements with 
Wesley Lillibridge, William and Marilyn Lillibridge and Jean K. Frase.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve raffle permit applications 
from St. Ann’s Altar Society and Yellowstone School District #14.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Carol Kieson and Linda Svihovec reviewed additional information regarding a 
change in Third Party Administrator and requested an increase in the maximum amount 
allowed for the Flex Medical Spending Plan.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by 
Anderson to amend the Personnel Policy and the flex plan to allow a maximum of 
$3,600.  All voting aye, motion carried.  It was also clarified that regular part time 
employees will continue to receive the same health insurance benefits as regular full 
time employees, including the changes effective January 1, 2007. 
 
 Todd Kostad answered questions from the Board regarding signage in the 
southwest portion of the County. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to execute a Quit Claim Deed to 
Audre and W.G. Clifton, for Lot 10 Block 4 Original Townsite of Arnegard, to replace an 
earlier unrecorded tax deed from the county.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits requested by 
Bear Paw Energy and John Wahlstrom.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 City Administrator Rick Jore presented the paperwork for the Transportation 
Enhancement funding which had previously been approved and Chairman Patten 
signed it.  
 Leroy Defoe met with the Board to review the fire damage in the landfill shop and 
to discuss alternate heating systems.   
 



 The Local Study Advisory which was approved in June was discussed.  Each 
commissioner will bring a possible name for the committee to the December meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Juvenile Accountability 
Block Grant Certificate of Award.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM until Tuesday, December 5, 2006, beginning 
at 9:00 AM Central Standard Time. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 5, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 5, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Patten called the meeting to order at 9:00. 
 
 First order of business was to attend via conference telephone a meeting of the 
North Dakota Natural Areas Acquisition Advisory Committee.  Also on the call were Jeff 
Weispfenning, ND Department of Agriculture; Larry Kotchman, ND Forest Service; 
Roger Rosvet, ND Game & Fish; Wade Moser, ND Stockmen’s Association; Doug 
Prchal, ND Parks and Recreation; Merle Bennett, Natural Resources Trust; Pete 
Ressler, American Foundation for Wildlife; Patrice Lahlum and Jet Collins, ND 
Department of Agriculture.  Weispfenning chaired the meeting.  Purpose of the call was 
to make a recommendation to Governor Hoeven regarding the acquisition of the 
Sullivan tract in sections 26 & 35 of Township 152N, Range 104W by the American 
Foundation for Wildlife. Commissioner Patten commented for the Board that state and 
federal governments already own 741,734.8 of the 1,809,280 acres in McKenzie 
County; that no residents spoke in favor of the acquisition; that the ND Game & Fish 
has not provided access per law to the Ochs and Neu properties acquired earlier, nor is 
the access provided adequate for horses; an effective fire protection plan has not been 
developed and that the statement that the land needs protection from developing is 
misleading as the land is on a flood plain, preventing any significant development. 
Moved by Patten to recommend that the Governor deny the acquisition, and seconded 
by Moser.  Following discussion and the following roll call vote: voting nay, ND Game & 
Fish, ND Parks & Recreation, ND Department of Agriculture; voting aye, McKenzie 
County Commission, ND Stockmen; absent and not voting, ND Farmers Union, ND 
Farm Bureau; the motion lost. 
Moved by Rostvet to recommend that the Governor approve the acquisition, seconded 
by Prchal.  Following additional discussion and the following roll call vote: voting nay, 
McKenzie County Commission, ND Stockmen; voting aye, ND Game & Fish, ND Parks 
& Recreation, ND Department of Agriculture; absent and not voting, ND Farmers Union, 
ND Farm Bureau; the motion carried.  The Governor will have thirty days from receipt of 



the recommendation to act on the acquisition. 
The Committee meeting ended at 9:35 AM. 
 
 Chairman Patten called for nominations for chairman for the coming year.  
Anderson nominated Cayko.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn that 
nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Cayko assumed the chair. He thanked the Board for the privilege to serve.  Chinn 
asked that the minutes include Commissioner Anderson’s congratulatory comments on 
Patten’s service for the past two years, for an excellent job through some tough issues. 
 
 Chairman Cayko asked for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Anderson nominated 
Lawlar.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a 
unanimous ballot be cast for Lawlar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 There was discussion on a number of bills, in particular the Weed Board’s recent 
purchase of a pickup.  Budget to actual figures for the Weed Board were also reviewed. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Darin Langerud and Mark Schneider presented the 2006 operations report for the 
Weather Modification program.  The weather did not necessitate a lot of hail 
suppression and more time was spent on rain enhancement.  They are working with the 
National Weather Service to operate the radars at Stanley and Bowman year round.   
 
 McKenzie SD#1 Superintendent Steve Holen and County Superintendent Carol 
Kieson reviewed funding issues that will be coming before the 2007 Legislature. 
 
 Kurt Cuneo, Acting District Ranger, McKenzie Ranger District, updated the Board 
on Forest Service matters.  He will be leaving December 15 and another Acting will 
come in.  It may be four months before a permanent Ranger is assigned. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dave Montgomery, Blue Cross/Blue Shield representative, answered questions 
regarding the County’s self-funded health insurance plan.  A meeting will be set up later 
for a more complete presentation on the options for self-funded plans. 
 
 An agreement for cattle guards made with Rob Olson in 2001 was reviewed.  



The property has changed hands and Anderson will talk to the new owner.  The fencing 
policy was also reviewed with no changes being made. 
 
 Chinn reported that he had attended a meeting with Water Board Chairman 
Denton Zubke with the Southwest Water Authority about extending a water pipeline into 
McKenzie County to serve the Grassy Butte area.  The general consensus is to support 
this project. 
 
 Patten reported that David Sanford will be retiring from the Job Development 
Authority Board.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to appoint Brent Sanford to 
the open seat for a regular term expiring January 1, 2010.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to appoint Royce Rolfson, Paul 
Wisness, Carlyle Stenberg, Jim Noble and Alvin Gravos as the Local Advisory Study 
Committee, for a term of one year, at the end of which a final report will be given to the 
Commission, and to name Royce Rolfson as the facilitator for the first meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten will attend the NACO Legislative conference in Washington DC March 3-
7, 2007. 
 
 Cayko reported that an informational meeting had been held recently concerning 
a possible rural water pipeline being brought into the East Fairview area.  The project is 
very preliminary at this point.  He also reported from a meeting of the Upper Missouri 
District Health Unit Board that they are looking at writing new sewer rules and would 
involve contractors in the process.  The District will also be implementing a market 
based salary plan January 1. 
 
 Some salaries were reviewed.  Road Superintendent Koeser will receive the 
adjustment discussed in March.  Dispatch salaries can be discussed after the new 
Sheriff takes office. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the following licenses: 
Eagles - on/off sale beer, on sale liquor, both with Sunday; TJ’s - on/off sale beer, on/off 
sale liquor, both with Sunday; and Jay Carr (Long X Saloon) - on/off sale beer, on/off 
sale liquor, both with Sunday; Watford City Golf Club - on sale liquor, on/off sale beer 
both with Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute scoria stockpile 
agreements with Wallace D. Tweden and Arlene J. & Wesley Wold.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A final meeting for the year was set for Thursday, December 28, beginning at 
1:00 PM Central Standard Time.  
 



 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed pending legal matters. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser brought a 
number of road matters before the Board. 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve a maintenance agreement 
between the County, the Safely Trust and Zenergy, Inc., dealing with cattle guards on a 
stretch of road in the SW ¼ SE ¼ of Section 32, Township 151N, Range 102W.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Reimbursements from Highway Transportation Enhancement funding for the 
project in Sundheim Park total about $64,000.  Net cost to the County was about the 
cost of the guardrails. 
 Discussion of striping on Route 33: with speed limit being increased, the stripes 
will need to be re-marked.  The project can be bid in the summer. 
 The Transportation Learning Network, an Interactive Video Network service, has 
been set up with aid from Dale Naze.   
 Possible future projects discussed included the section line ½ mile north of 
Keene, which is a snow problem; the Pedersen and Lewis jobs; a bridge by Shane 
Linseth’s; and a culvert on Bear Creek.   
 Holter informed the Board that the State is looking at doing a GIS survey of all 
roads in the state. 
 
 Mary Lynn Maki presented preliminary information for the proposed update to the 
courthouse.  Also present were Linda Svihovec, Michon Sax and Alvin Gravos.  
Consensus was to think the project over until the December 28 meeting. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:10 PM until Thursday, December 28, 2006, beginning 
at 1:00 PM CST. 
  

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 28, 2006 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 28, 2006.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson reported on his discussions regarding car passes in sections 4 and 5 
of Township 150 Range 95 (Grail Township).  Larry Henderson may only need one 
instead of the two previously included in an agreement with Rob Olson, David Nelson 
and Rosemary Schroef. 



 
 There was discussion about a Burlington Resources oil well location that has 
been developed over a road on state land in Section 36, Township 150 Range 96.  
Differing interpretations are possible from readings of the state constitution and Century 
Code sections.  The Board will work with the State Land Department. 
 
 Chinn said that there will be another meeting on January 4 regarding the 
development of the rural water pipeline in the Grassy Butte area.  It was the consensus 
that the Grassy Butte shop should be signed up for this service.   
 
 Patten explained a request that may come from Tri-County Regional 
Development Council for a restructure of MonDak Seed’s loan.  He passed on reports 
from Malcolm Pippin regarding the pending litigation.  He reported that the Job 
Development Authority Board had been presented a proposal from the healthcare 
system for the development of a master plan for the facilities to help insure long term 
liability.  There is no request at this time. 
 
 Cayko stated that he would be meeting with the Richland (Montana) County 
Commissioners and other parties again regarding the pool in Fairview. 
 
 Patten and Anderson will be attending the National Association of Counties 
Legislative conference in Washington DC on March 5th and 6th.  The March meeting was 
scheduled for Friday, March 9, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM Central. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson handed out copies of correspondence 
between C.E. Brooks and various environmental groups regarding the upcoming 
mediation for a settlement on January 3, 2007.   
 
 There was further discussion on the proposed updates to the courthouse interior.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to open bids on March 9, 2007, on 
general interior remodeling according to specifications to be developed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve three utility permit 
applications received from Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Services Agreement 
with Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko reported on a salary study and plan that was developed and will be 
effective January 1 for the Upper Missouri District Health Unit. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM until Tuesday, January 2, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 



BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 2, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 2, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM . 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Lawlar to designate First International Bank and Trust, McKenzie County Bank and 
Dakota West Credit Union as depositories for county funds and to approve the pledges 
of assets as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar approve the minutes as written and the 
Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn reported that the mediation meeting on the roadless lawsuit had been 
changed from January 3 to January 30. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the Joint Powers 
Agreement with Williams County for the shared Social Service Director position.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to make the following board 
appointments: Library Board - Andrea Enderle, term expiring January 1, 2010; Megg 
Hermanson, unexpired term expiring January 1, 2009; Job Development Authority - 
Mark Sovig and Darius Frick, terms expiring January 1, 2010.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 A draft letter to the State Land Department regarding siting of an oil well was 
reviewed and approved with some changes.  There was also discussion of access on 
the Ochs property which was acquired by American Federation for Wildlife and is 
managed by ND Game & Fish. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson met with the Board to review Emergency Services matters 
including recent radio purchases with Homeland Security funds.  As Veterans Service 
Officer, Samuelson informed the Board that a Veterans Clinic has been opened in 
Williston and many veterans are transferring from the Sidney Clinic.  He also presented 
a proposal for wheelchair access to the Veterans Memorial Park in Watford City.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to make the Park handicap accessible per 
the plans presented, using as much county in-kind aid as possible.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin met with the Board to update the Board on that department, 



outlining his plans.  He reported that John Fulwider is the chief deputy and that Tammy 
Evanson has been moved to the Office Deputy/Chief Dispatch position.  It was the 
consensus of the Board to leave the Sheriff’s salary as had been approved in the 2007 
budget process. 
 
 Gene Veeder, Vice Chairman of the County Water Resource District, reviewed 
the status of the District’s projects.  The Southwest Water Authority is working with the 
District to develop a project in the Grassy Butte area.  There is another meeting in 
Grassy Butte on Thursday evening.  A project in Montana that is proposing to provide 
service in the Yellowstone valley is seeking Congressional funding.  System Two cannot 
go forward until funding and construction issues with the new intake and the treatment 
plant expansion are resolved.  The District is considering a manager that would oversee 
all projects. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed a number of road matters including 
signage, striping, a culvert needed on Bear Creek and future projects.  Road 
Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed equipment.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to take bids on March 9, 2007, for trading four mowers and for purchasing a 
track hoe with attachments and a skid steer with attachments.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed current legal matters with the 
Board.   
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:30 PM until Tuesday, February 6, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 6, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 6, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Lawlar to accept the 2006 interest allocation as presented, retaining all interest earned 
in the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that there will be an open house at the new veterans 
clinic in Williston on February 21.  U.S. Representative Earl Pomeroy will be in 
attendance.  The oil spill east of Cartwright has been cleaned up as much as possible 
until thaw.  Cost to date is about $46,000.  He will be participating in an exercise for a 
school shooting incident at the Mandaree school on March 6.  Other agencies involved 
include ambulance and rural fire. 
 
 Chinn reported that there were 52 sign ups in the Grassy Butte area for rural 
water.  Southwest Pipeline Authority had about 50 sign ups in the northern portion of 
Billings County.  Preliminary planning continues. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on matters in his department, including 
personnel changes.  Deputy John Fulwider was also present. 
 
 Jeff Roel, Williston Basin Resource Conservation & Development Council 
Coordinator, updated the Board on projects being handled through the Council and 
thanked them for their participation by paying dues and for the participation of 
Commissioner Cayko as a board member. 
 
 Ron Hecker, Acting McKenzie District Ranger, USDA-FS, introduced himself to 
the Board and discussed various matters, including the minerals permitting process, the 
proposals for prairie dog control, and the permanent Ranger. 
 
 Auditor Olson reported a records request for Recorder Ann Johnsrud who was 
unable to attend.  The company requesting the information has paid the fees and the 
film has been purchased for the project.  Johnsrud also has been informed by 
technology support that a new server is needed for her department. 
 
 Dale Naze, on behalf of the McKenzie County Fair Board, and Todd Hayden, on 
behalf of the hockey club, reported on interior painting needed at the Multipurpose 
Building.  They had a quote of $30,920 for labor, materials and equipment rental.  The 
work would have to be done in late September.  Hayden estimated that the hockey club 
could contribute about one third of the project.  Other funding to be explored included 
the Roughrider fund.  Consensus was to schedule the work and to continue pursuing 
funding. 
After Hayden left the meeting, Naze presented three options that had been developed 
for replacing the main comfort station at the fairgrounds.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to advertise for bids on Option 2 to include options for insulation, 
steel roofing and ease of winterization, bids to be opened at the May meeting.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 Naze also updated the Board on the planning for changes at the Watford City 
Livestock Association scale.  That Board still has not acted on the latest options. 



 
 Commissioner Chinn left the meeting at the noon recess to attend meetings 
related to the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties in Bismarck. 
 
 Following the noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted 
by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 J.D. Adkins and Marc Cunningham, Sr., with ConocoPhillips met with the Board 
to review two projects and the required access roads.  County Engineer John Holter and 
Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were also present.  Moved by Patten and seconded 
by Anderson to approve the proposed road projects accessing the Mathistad #41-35H 
and the Lillibridge #11-23H, subject to approval by the landowners, building to county 
specifications and utilizing dust suppression.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 There was also a review of the status of a project in Section 36, Township 150 
Range 96.  ConocoPhillips will be asked to cooperate on obtaining a road right of way 
from the state. 
 
 Kurt Hovet met with the Board to discuss work needed on the road that accesses 
his farmstead and beyond.  As most of this route is on USA land, he was asked to 
contact the Forest Service to go out with him and a commissioner to determine what 
work could be done. 
 
 Koeser inquired about surfacing the roadway in Section 31, Township 146 Range 
103.  Patten responded that the advise to the county from counsel is to make no 
deviation from the normal work schedule. 
 
 Holter reviewed other projects pending including summer help, a culvert on 
Route 31, paving on Route 33 and striping, and informed the Board that the North 
Dakota Department of Transportation had not received the Forest Highway money 
which was intended for use on Route 27.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten 
to apply load restrictions concurrently with North Dakota Department of Transportation , 
to sign paved roads at 6 (six) tons and to give an exception to 7 (seven) ton with a 25 
(twenty-five) mile per hour speed limit on Route 27, the east ¼ mile of Route 16, 
between Alan Lassey’s and Marvin Skogen’s on Route 16, the south ½ mile of Route 
16, the north 1 mile of Route 1, the west 4 miles of Route 38, from the oil dump at 
10732 32nd ST NW east approximately ½ mile to the junction with 107th AVE NW on 
Route 14, and  2nd ST SW from US Highway 85 west to the Trotter Construction yard.  
County Route 50 will be restricted to legal weight.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Kent Luttschwager, District Wildlife Biologist with the ND Game & Fish 
Department, met with the Board to discuss a number of issues relating to recently 
acquired lands in Sioux and Yellowstone Townships, especially who has access, when, 
where and for what purposes. 
 



 County Superintendent Carol Kieson discussed a salary adjustment for the VOE 
student that would be within the currently budgeted amount, which was approved.  She 
also reviewed the hearing on Earl SD#18 which was held on January 11.  Further action 
is now up to the State Department of Public Instruction. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed pending legal matters.  He 
also informed the Board that an additional hook up for an Interactive Video Network has 
been discussed for the court room.  Application could be made for a court facilities 
grant. 
 
 Jan Anderson, Linda Paulson and Elaine Tjelde, representing Sioux Township, 
and Tim Denowh and Barbara Bauman, represented Sioux-Yellowstone Rural Fire 
District, reviewed plans to date for a combination fire hall and community center in 
Cartwright.  Fund raising has begun with the mailing of a newsletter.  The group is also 
pursuing various grants.  Dean Oakland has agreed to do the dirt work.  The Monson 
family has donated three lots.  Plans will be presented at the Township meeting in 
March.   
 
 Denton Zubke, Chairman, and Gene Veeder, Vice Chairman, McKenzie County 
Water Resource District, met with the Board to update them on projects underway.  The 
Grassy Butte project has had a good response and preliminary plans are being 
developed.  There has been discussion of the need for a full time position as a project 
manager/administrator.  Consensus of the Board is to support this.  The District is to 
present a proposal for an amended budget at the March meeting. 
 
 Ned Hermanson met with the Board to request that the Board comment on the 
State Water Commission’s decision to permit water wells for Zenergy, Inc.  Two main 
concerns are access and ownership of water rights.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to provide comment to the State Water Commission regarding Zenergy water 
permits, to request a hearing if legal facts are presented to support one and to authorize 
the Chairman to sign same.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 LeRoy Defoe informed the Board that no payment has been made on the Three 
Affiliated Tribes account since the second half of October.  He was instructed to send a 
letter that any time tickets are over 60 days unpaid, no garbage will be accepted until 
the account is caught up.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the resignation of Dale 
Karpyak from the Job Development Authority.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Don Anderson to a three 
year term on the School Reorganization Board; John Skurupey to a three year term on 
the Job Development Authority; and Gary Brown to an unexpired term ending January 
1, 2008, on the Job Development Authority.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the abatement requested 
by Harry J & Merna K Bredwick for a labor house.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to take bids for crushing, culverts, 
cutting edges and bridge lumber on April 10.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to grant $100,000 to the Fairview 
Pool project upon completion of a Joint Powers Agreement.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:40 PM until February 27, 2007, beginning at 2:00 PM. 
 

February 27, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 27, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM. 
 
 Blue Cross/Blue Shield representatives Dave Montgomery and Emmy Handeland 
presented information on the plan design options available to the county as a self-
funded insurance group.  Also present for this part of the meeting were Insurance 
Committee members Carol Kieson, Kim Neprash and Linda Svihovec. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed joint powers agreement 
options with the Board in regard to the grant to the Fairview pool project.  Commissioner 
Chinn requested that the following statement be entered into the official minutes: “On 
the afternoon of February 6, 2007, I had a previous commitment to attend a meeting 
representing McKenzie County for the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing 
Counties.  I was not present for the discussion and vote on the motion to grant a 
donation to the Fairview, MT, pool project.  Had I been present, I would have spoken 
against and voted against funding the project at that level.” 
 
 Following the recommendation of Park Board Chairman Raymond Mrachek, the 
April 10, 2007, meeting will begin at 1:00 PM with the Park Board and Road Department 
bids will be opened beginning at 2:30 PM. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to renew the LINC service contract 
with H.A. Thompson effective May 1, 2007 through April 30, 2010.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko reviewed the letter that had been sent to the State Water 
Commission in response to requests from interested parties in the area of the proposed 
Zenergy wells. 
 
 Chinn reported on the proposed rural water system in the Grassy Butte area.  



There are 53 sign ups.  All but two can probably be feasibly served.  Input will be 
required from the County but an amount is yet to be determined. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve the assessor contract 
between the County and Keene Township.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:20 PM until Thursday, March 8, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 8, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 8, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  Discussion regarding the motion to send 
a letter to the State Water Commission regarding the Zenergy permit applications.  
Anderson stated that it would be up to a law firm if there were points of law that would 
support a hearing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a short discussion on the proposed storage building.  This would be a 
good location for an office for the water position as there will need to be some inventory 
of repairs. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson introduced Daryl Beard and Jerry Gall, representatives of the 
Administrative Committee on Veterans Affairs.  They reviewed the services being 
provided and the benefits that come to McKenzie County veterans. 
 Samuelson presented updated mutual aid agreements for Dunn and Billings 
Counties.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to authorize the Chairman to 
sign the Memorandums of Understanding for Federal Emergency Assistance with Dunn 
County and with Billings County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Samuelson also stated that he had received a letter from Kadrmas, Lee & 
Jackson regarding an environmental study being done for a crossing on the Little 
Missouri River for which there will be a hearing later this month. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy John Fulwider met with the Board.  Rankin 
presented a letter from the Northwest Narcotics Task Force requesting additional 
matching funds due to salary increases.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson 



to approve the additional grant of $2,180.66.  All voting aye, motion carried.  He is in the 
process of hiring a deputy and will need to replace a part-time dispatcher. 
 
 Virginia Wehrung, Madeline Miller, and Nyla Dahl met with the Board regarding 
the Senior Center’s courtesy car, presenting a number of proposals.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to authorize the purchase of the 2007 Ford 500 from 
S & S Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Wally Johnson and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the remodeling at the 
Senior Center.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to grant an additional $13,000 
to the McKenzie County Housing Authority for air conditioning not included in original 
plans and other change orders.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Present for bid openings were Alvin Gravos, Clarence Jost, Linda Svihovec and 
Deb Wisness.  McKenzie Building Center bid a total of $232,770 for carpet and ceramic 
tile and labor to install.  Jost Painting bid a total of $59,000 for wall preparation and 
painting.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of McKenzie 
Building Center.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Patten to accept the bid of Jost Painting.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Dave Valenzuela updated the Board on Forest Service matters, including the 
monthly oil well permit report.  Ron Hecker will start the end of April as the full-time 
District Ranger.  Changes to the Kurt Hovet road were also discussed. 
 
 After lunch recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Darin Danielson and Vicky Cayko, Yellowstone Township, met with the Board 
regarding their concerns with the increasing cost of road work and the increase in the 
amount of work needed due to oil traffic.  They are making application for impact funds.  
Conditions will be monitored through the summer and reassessed. 
 
 County Engineer Holter; Road Superintendent Koeser; Jerry Martinson, Tractor & 
Equipment; Clayton Monsen, Heggen Equipment; and Mark Feland, RDO Equipment 
were present for bid openings as follows: 
 
Excavator, no trade: RDO Equipment bid $142,500 for a John Deere 200 CLC.  Tractor 
& Equipment bid $149,971 for a Caterpillar 320 DL. 
 
Mowers, trading 4 used mowers: Sunrise Equipment bid a net of $44,000 for 4 Woods 
mowers.  Heggen Equipment bid a net of $58,800 for 4 Rhino FL14 mowers and a net 
of $46,000 for 4 Land Pride mowers.  RDO Equipment bid a net of $60,000 for 4 Rhino 
FL14 mowers. 
 



Skid Steer, no trade: Tractor and Equipment submitted a letter stating they did not have 
a machine that would meet specifications.  Heggen Equipment bid $56,426.34 for an 
S330 Bobcat & attachments and $16,460.88 for a 40" planer.  RDO Equipment bid 
$60,500 for a John Deere 332 & attachments and $16,500 for a 30" planer. 
 
Koeser took the bids to review for compliance with specifications. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to advertise for bids to be opened 
on April 10 for the overlay on Route 33 and for striping all county paved routes.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lynn and Holly Dewhirst met with the Board to discuss work needed on the road 
into their place.  Koeser needs to look at the work needed and determine a cost for the 
private portion. 
 
 Holter reported that load restrictions will go on next week.  He had looked at the 
Hovet project.  Over 200,000 cubic yards of dirt would need to be moved to reduce the 
grade by 2%.  Only about 80,000 cubic yards would be needed for fill on the project.  He 
also reported that he had calculated $57,679 per mile to build an average mile of road, 
and $88,096 per mile for the higher standard numbered county routes. 
 
 Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder, McKenzie County Water Resource District 
Board and Cory Chorne, Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, met with 
the Board to update them on projects.  The job description for a new water manager 
position was revised to remove the financial duties and the budget has been amended.  
The Board is considering whether to operate the Grassy Butte system or contract with 
Southwest Water Authority.  There is still a question on the funding.    The project in the 
East Fairview area is moving forward without much time from the District.  Chorne 
provided a map with all systems marked.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson 
to fund an up front, reimbursable cost share of $76,313 toward the intake extension 
related to System Two development.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Lawlar 
and seconded by Patten to amend the District’s 2007 budget to a total of $95,960.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Sovig, Director, Tri-County Regional Development Council, updated the 
Board on MonDak Seed and Grain.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to 
forgive accrued interest on the MonDak Seed and Grain CDLF loan; waive interest the 
loan from March 8, 2007 to October 1, 2007; restructure the loan to make monthly 
interest-only payments for one year starting November 1, 2007, and principal and 
interest payments over the remaining seven years of the loan.  The interest rate shall 
remain at four (4) percent.  Voting aye: Anderson, Cayko, Chinn. Lawlar; Abstaining due 
to a conflict of interest: Patten; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION OF SPONSORSHIP 



 
Be it resolved that McKenzie County will act as sponsoring unit of 
government for the project titled East Fairview Sewer Project to be 
conducted during the period of June of 2007 through September of 2008. 
The Chairman is hereby authorized to apply to the North Dakota Division 
of Community Services for funding of this project on behalf of McKenzie 
County.   

 
All voting aye, the resolution is adopted. 
 
 Road Superintendent Koeser reported back on his review of the bids.  There are 
slight variances from the specifications on the John Deere excavator but they are not 
significant.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of RDO 
Equipment for the John Deere 200 CLC track hoe excavator at $142,500.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of 
Heggen Equipment for the Bobcat S330 skid steer at $56,426.34, without a planer 
attachment.  All voting aye, motion carried.  On the mowers, not enough information 
was supplied by Sunrise Equipment or Heggen Equipment to be sure the Woods and 
Land Pride machines being bid actually meet the specifications. Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Heggen Equipment for four Rhino FL14 mowers 
at a net of $58,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to make the following amendments 
to the 2006 expenditure budgets: increase County Commission to $94,675.69; increase 
County Treasurer to $119,658.51; increase Tax Equalization to $85,840.55; increase 
Buildings and Grounds to $156,696.71; increase Building Construction to $36,561.46; 
increase Landfill to $73,271.25; increase County Sheriff to $382,500.78; increase 
County Jail to $196,607.83; increase County Coroner to $10,239.88; increase Disaster 
Emergency Services to $132,772.88 to include Homeland Security expenditures of 
$108,104.17; increase Veterans Service Officer to $23,553.28; increase Self-Insurance 
Fund to $476,923.00; increase Document Preservation Fund to $16,368.25; increase 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund to $9,026.74; increase Wireless E-911 Fund 
to 11,274.93; increase Atmospheric Resources to $97,458.93; increase County Fair to 
$28,363.98; increase Health Unit to $74,693.77; and increase Historical Society to 
$7,990.96.  All additional expenditures were funded from cash on hand or from 
unanticipated revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze reported that Mike Hanson, Northwest District Director, ND Extension 
Service, would be here on March 22 to conduct the annual performance review for him 
and Marcia Hellandsaas and requested that a commissioner attend.  Patten would be 
available that morning. 
 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the utility permit application from 
Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The meeting adjourned at 4:55 PM until Tuesday, April 3, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 3, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 3, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Distribution of the Bankhead Jones 
payment was discussed in conjunction with the funding proposals currently before the 
state legislature. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Representatives from Sioux Township including Doug Gullikson, Jan Anderson, 
Linda Paulson, Elaine Tjelde and Jan Oakland reported on the progress with the plans 
for the new fire hall/community center.  Gullikson also thanked the Board for 
participation in the Fairview pool project. 
 
 Mary Lynn Maki and Crystal Mulder reviewed the status of the courthouse 
update. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin introduced Deputy Matt Johansen and Dispatcher Susan 
Eagleson and reported that Kenneth Scott will also be starting in Dispatch.  There was 
discussion of vehicle needs for his department.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to bid two vehicles for the Sheriff’s department with opening on May 1, 2007.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Salary issues discussed will be addressed in the 
budgeting process.  The department will be hosting a five day white collar crime course. 
 
 Ron Hecker, Acting District Ranger, reported on various Forest Service related 
issues including the prairie dog EA and oil related activities.  His official reporting date 
as McKenzie District Ranger is May 12. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Lawlar to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 



present for the next portion of the meeting.  Kent and Ron Pedersen met with the Board 
for further discussion on the road on the east and south of Section 12 in Antelope Creek 
Township.  The township would put in $6,000.  Consensus to proceed.  
 Other topics included spot overlays that could perhaps be added to the contract 
for Route 33 and a washout on Big Beicegel.  Holter had heard from Richland County, 
MT, that they will try to do State Street in East Fairview this summer. 
 J.D. Adkins, ConocoPhillips, met with the Board to review plans for access to 
some well sites.  He will also coordinate a meeting on the road in Section 36, Township 
150 Range 96. 
 Chairman Cayko reported that the funding requests for the walkway at the 
Fairview Bridge and the path in Watford City had been granted. 
 Gene Veeder, Steve Stenehjem, Alvin Gravos, David Johnson and Rick Jore met 
with the Board to inform them of a proposed housing project in the area of the Golf 
Course.  An access road would be needed to serve up to 19 homesites.  This would 
encourage consolidation which makes provision of services easier and would free up 
housing in town. 
 Miles Johnsrud, Ray Gilstad, Dale Naze, Brian Zingleman, Keith Helmuth, Gene 
Veeder and Cameron Dodge updated the Board on the plans for renovations at the 
Watford City weighing station.   
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on legal matters. 
 
 Mark Sovig, Tri-County EDC, updated the Board on projects. 
 
 Mike Tschetter met with the Board regarding the landfill fees for a building 
demolition project.  Consensus was to waive the fee. 
 
 Jerry Krieg, engineer with Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson, briefed the Board on the 
environmental assessment being done for siting of a bridge across the Little Missouri in 
Billings County.  A letter of support will be provided for the project. 
 
 Chairman Cayko reported that the confluence group is doing some clean up work 
along the Yellowstone.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to contribute $446 
in support of the project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Carol Kieson updated the Board on the current status of the school funding bill, 
SB2200. 
 
 Keith Winter reported on a meeting with David Bernhardt, Solicitor for the 
Department of Interior, in Washington DC recently, regarding the status of some of the 
County’s mineral acres.  He also met with Mark Rey regarding the status of the roadless 
lawsuit. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permit application 
from Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 It was approved to hire temporary custodial help for the remainder of the 



renovation project. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to execute the proxy for the North 
Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting, voting for Richard Aberle as the 
County Representative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko made the following proclamation: 
 

National County Government Week 
April 22-28, 2007 

Protecting the Environment 
 
 WHEREAS, the nation’s 3,066 counties provide a variety of essential public 
services to communities serving 300 million Americans; and 
 WHEREAS, counties take seriously their responsibility to protect and enhance 
the health, welfare and safety of its citizens in sensible and cost-effective ways; and 
 WHEREAS, many county government initiatives involve the protection of 
valuable and vulnerable environmental resources in communities; and 
 WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties is the only national organization 
that represents county governments in the United States, provides essential services to 
the nation’s counties, advances issues with a unified voice before the federal 
government, improves the public’s understanding of county government, assists 
counties in finding and sharing innovative solutions through education and research, 
and provides value-added services to save counties and taxpayers money; and 
 WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties first celebrated national County 
Government Week in 1991 to raise public awareness and understanding about the roles 
and responsibilities of the nation’s counties to meet the needs of the community; and 
 WHEREAS, in recognition of the leadership, innovation and valuable service 
provided by the nation’s counties, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Richard Cayko, Chairman, 
McKenzie County Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim April 22-28, 2007, as 
National County Government Week in McKenzie County. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to request a formal written opinion 
from State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson regarding Joint Powers Agreements 
across state lines.  Voting aye: Patten, Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar; voting nay: Cayko; 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar to grant $200,000 to the Sioux Township Building fund.  Motion 
died for lack of second.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant $175,000 
to the Sioux Township Building fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Further discussion of the weighing association renovations and the housing 
development. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM until April 10, 2007, beginning with a County 



Park Board meeting at 1:00 PM to be followed by a Commission meeting. 
 

April 10, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 10, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent: 
Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM and 
recessed the meeting to a Park Board meeting, reconvening at 2:30 PM as the Board of 
Commissioners. 
 
 Others present at this time were County Engineer John Holter; Road 
Superintendent Mark Koeser and representatives of companies submitting bids. 
 
 Culvert bids were opened per advertised notice with one bid submitted by 
Johnston Fargo Culvert, Inc. 
 
 Bids on Project CP-2733(005), a paving project, were submitted as follows: 
Northern Improvement, Fargo - $303,445.00; Bechtold Paving, Minot - $249,707.28; 
Franz Construction, Sidney - $338,422.65; Keller Paving & Landscaping, Minot - 
$314,616.14.  Bids were given to the Engineer’s office for review. 
 
 Bids for crushing were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by 
Gravel Products and Sundre Sand & Gravel, both Minot. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Sundre Sand & 
Gravel for gravel and scoria crushing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Johnston Fargo 
Culvert, Inc. for the supply of metal culverts and fittings.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids on Project CP-2700(2007), a striping project, were submitted as follows: 
Traffic Safety Services, Inc., Bismarck - $96,035.80; West River Striping Company, 
Glen Ullin - $88,320.42; Swanston Equipment Companies, Fargo - $91,390.77; Tri-
State Striping, Inc., West Fargo - $89,423.10.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn 
to accept the bid of West River Striping.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids for cutting edges were opened per advertised notice with bids submitted by 
Tractor & Equipment Company and RDO Equipment Company.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of RDO Equipment Company.   All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Bechtold Paving for 
the paving project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 There was also discussion of other paved routes that need patching and/or 
overlay for short distances.  Holter to provide a list and Bechtold Paving will bring a 



proposal to the May meeting. 
 
 Koeser reported that he had received an offer of $500 for the old gas truck.  
Consensus to accept it. 
 
 There was discussion of a letter that had been received regarding the condition 
of Route 13.  The Chairman will contact the resident. 
 
 There was further discussion of the housing development project.  Koeser was 
asked to look at the project to see what would be involved.   
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:10 PM until May 1, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 1, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 1, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Allocation of Bankhead Jones receipts 
was discussed and tabled until June. 
 
 Anderson gave a brief report on the progress with the work on the courthouse. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder, McKenzie County EDC Coordinator, reviewed a number of 
projects with the Board.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to make a 
budget grant to the Job Development Authority in the amount of $53,000.  Voting aye: 
Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar, and Cayko; Abstaining due to conflict of interest: Patten; 
motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy Sheriff John Fulwider updated the Board on 
matters in the Sheriff’s department.   
 
 Harley Thompson attended portions of the meeting. 
 
 Dale Naze, County Extension Agent, and Dennis Deutsch, ABC Building 
Concepts, updated the Board on the plans for the new restrooms at the Fairgrounds.   



 
 David Knudtson, Brent Sanford, Sheriff Rankin and Deputy Fulwider were 
present when bids were opened per advertised notice for two patrol vehicles as follows: 
OK Implement - 2007 Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with bucket seats, cash price of 
$34,784, trade allowance on the 2000 Taurus of $4,900, net price of $29,884; 2007 
Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with bucket seats, cash price of $34,784, trade allowance on 
the 2002 F150 of $12,696, net price of $22,088; 2007 Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with 
40/20/40/ seat, cash price of $34,348, trade allowance on the 2000 Taurus of $4,900, 
net price of $29,448; 2007 Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with 40/20/40/ seat, cash price of 
$34,348, trade allowance on the 2002 F150 of $12,696; net price of $21,652.  Knudtson 
stated that delivery would be 60-90 days. 
S & S Motors - 2007 Ford Expedition XLT with bucket seats, cash price of $33,900, 
trade allowance on the 2000 Taurus of $4,000, net price of $29,900; 2007 Chevy Tahoe 
with 40/20/40 front seat, cash price of $34,500, trade allowance on the 2002 F150 of 
$9,000, net price of $25,500.  Sanford stated that the trade allowance would be the 
same against either of the new vehicles, and that delivery could be within the week. 
Following discussion of the suitability to the department’s needs of the vehicles offered, 
it was moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to purchase two 2007 Ford 
Expeditions from S & S Motors, trading both the Taurus and the F150.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on the response to the FOIA request to the Forest 
Service regarding the grasslands boundaries. 
 
 A meeting was scheduled for May 30, beginning at 10:00 AM,  to receive a 
presentation on group health plans, a presentation from Johnston Fargo Culvert and 
any other business that arises. 
 
 There was a discussion of the County’s current policy with regard to division 
orders. 
 
 Over the noon hour, RDO Equipment treated the Board and Auditor Olson to a 
steak fry at the county shop. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present when Steve Berg of Bechtold Paving made a presentation on patch projects 
around the county.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve six projects 
on the beet dump road and on Routes 10, 50 and 55.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Holter stated that the plans are complete for the overlay on Interstate Street in 
East Fairview.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept bids on June 5, 
2007, for Project CP-2727(005), to be cost shared with Richland County, MT. All voting 
aye, motion carried. 



 The Board was updated on various other road projects underway. 
 
 Steve Sanford met with the Board to review the construction progress and the 
financing needs for the project at the Senior Citizens Center.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Patten to grant $10,000 to the McKenzie County Housing Authority toward 
the renovation project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 2:30 PM the County Commissioners recessed to a County Park Board, 
reconvening at 3:00 PM. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to amend the Narcotics Task Force 
line item in the Sheriff’s department budget by $7,355, to fully fund the Task Force’s 
request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on legal matters 
pending and answered questions regarding the procedure when division orders are 
received. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a seismic permit requested 
by Tesla Exploration.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Drovdal, Anton Novak, Barbara Bauman and Deb Wisness were present 
for the hearings on three abatements which had been received.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the recommendation of the Tri Township Board and 
reject Mr. Novak’s application as he is not eligible for the farm residence exemption.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the recommendation of 
Yellowstone Township to reject the application of Lloyd and Sammie Lester on the basis 
that the assessment is in line with similar properties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to reject the application of David 
Drovdal on the basis that the assessment is in line with similar properties.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported that the State has rescheduled the bid 
letting on the Route 27 overlay until June 1 or June 8. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer reported on some work needed on the heating/cooling 
system.  Consensus is to go ahead and have the repairs done by H.A. Thompson. 
 
 There was further discussion on tracking of mineral acres owned by the county, 
royalty interests and production on county rights.  Cayko and Chinn will meet with 
someone experienced in this when they are in Bismarck next week . 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute the contract for the 
county to provide assessor’s services to Tri Township.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 The meeting recessed at 5:00 PM until Wednesday, May 30, 2007, beginning at 



10:00 AM. 
 

May 30, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 30, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM. 
 
 Eric Hermann, Protective Financial Solutions, and Kyle Johnson, KHS, gave a 
presentation on options for self-funded health insurance groups.  Insurance Committee 
member Carol Kieson was also present for this portion of the meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a letter to Bechtold 
Paving affirming projects that they would be doing in the county this season.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve an oil lease with Harold 
J. Anderson, Inc, for the NW ¼ in Section 13, Township 148N Range 101W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Veterans Service Officer Jerry Samuelson gave the Board information on 
purchase and installation of an elevator.  This will be discussed further at the next 
meeting. 
 
 Charles Krug and Keith Fraase, Johnston Fargo Culvert Company, gave a 
presentation on a possible solution for a failing culvert on Bear Creek. 
 
 The Board recessed for lunch at 12:10 PM reconvening at 1:15 PM. 
  
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permits 
submitted by Belle Fourche Pipeline, Bear Paw Energy, Hess Corporation, 
Consolidated Telcom, Zenegy, Inc., and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle permit 
application submitted by the McKenzie County Energy and Taxation Association.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to waive the landfill bill for the disposal 
of demolished materials from the Watford City Livestock Association project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute the 2007 Pest Control 
Agreement with the North Dakota Department of Transportation, and to appoint Dale 
Naze as the County Pest Coordinator.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 A letter from the Arnegard Township Board of Supervisors requesting 
consideration of some zoning in the county was read and will be discussed further at a 
later meeting. 
 
 The July meeting date was moved from the regular first Tuesday to Monday, July 
2, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 2:10 PM until June 5, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 1, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 1, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Allocation of Bankhead Jones receipts 
was discussed and tabled until June. 
 
 Anderson gave a brief report on the progress with the work on the courthouse. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder, McKenzie County EDC Coordinator, reviewed a number of 
projects with the Board.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to make a 
budget grant to the Job Development Authority in the amount of $53,000.  Voting aye: 
Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar, and Cayko; Abstaining due to conflict of interest: Patten; 
motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy Sheriff John Fulwider updated the Board on 
matters in the Sheriff’s department.   
 
 Harley Thompson attended portions of the meeting. 
 
 Dale Naze, County Extension Agent, and Dennis Deutsch, ABC Building 
Concepts, updated the Board on the plans for the new restrooms at the Fairgrounds.   
 
 David Knudtson, Brent Sanford, Sheriff Rankin and Deputy Fulwider were 
present when bids were opened per advertised notice for two patrol vehicles as follows: 



OK Implement - 2007 Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with bucket seats, cash price of 
$34,784, trade allowance on the 2000 Taurus of $4,900, net price of $29,884; 2007 
Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with bucket seats, cash price of $34,784, trade allowance on 
the 2002 F150 of $12,696, net price of $22,088; 2007 Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with 
40/20/40/ seat, cash price of $34,348, trade allowance on the 2000 Taurus of $4,900, 
net price of $29,448; 2007 Ram Mega Cab 1500SLT with 40/20/40/ seat, cash price of 
$34,348, trade allowance on the 2002 F150 of $12,696; net price of $21,652.  Knudtson 
stated that delivery would be 60-90 days. 
S & S Motors - 2007 Ford Expedition XLT with bucket seats, cash price of $33,900, 
trade allowance on the 2000 Taurus of $4,000, net price of $29,900; 2007 Chevy Tahoe 
with 40/20/40 front seat, cash price of $34,500, trade allowance on the 2002 F150 of 
$9,000, net price of $25,500.  Sanford stated that the trade allowance would be the 
same against either of the new vehicles, and that delivery could be within the week. 
Following discussion of the suitability to the department’s needs of the vehicles offered, 
it was moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to purchase two 2007 Ford 
Expeditions from S & S Motors, trading both the Taurus and the F150.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on the response to the FOIA request to the Forest 
Service regarding the grasslands boundaries. 
 
 A meeting was scheduled for May 30, beginning at 10:00 AM,  to receive a 
presentation on group health plans, a presentation from Johnston Fargo Culvert and 
any other business that arises. 
 
 There was a discussion of the County’s current policy with regard to division 
orders. 
 
 Over the noon hour, RDO Equipment treated the Board and Auditor Olson to a 
steak fry at the county shop. 
 
 Fuel bids were received from Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers 
Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present when Steve Berg of Bechtold Paving made a presentation on patch projects 
around the county.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve six projects 
on the beet dump road and on Routes 10, 50 and 55.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Holter stated that the plans are complete for the overlay on Interstate Street in 
East Fairview.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept bids on June 5, 
2007, for Project CP-2727(005), to be cost shared with Richland County, MT. All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 The Board was updated on various other road projects underway. 
 
 Steve Sanford met with the Board to review the construction progress and the 



financing needs for the project at the Senior Citizens Center.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Patten to grant $10,000 to the McKenzie County Housing Authority toward 
the renovation project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 2:30 PM the County Commissioners recessed to a County Park Board, 
reconvening at 3:00 PM. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to amend the Narcotics Task Force 
line item in the Sheriff’s department budget by $7,355, to fully fund the Task Force’s 
request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on legal matters 
pending and answered questions regarding the procedure when division orders are 
received. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a seismic permit requested 
by Tesla Exploration.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Drovdal, Anton Novak, Barbara Bauman and Deb Wisness were present 
for the hearings on three abatements which had been received.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the recommendation of the Tri Township Board and 
reject Mr. Novak’s application as he is not eligible for the farm residence exemption.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the recommendation of 
Yellowstone Township to reject the application of Lloyd and Sammie Lester on the basis 
that the assessment is in line with similar properties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to reject the application of David 
Drovdal on the basis that the assessment is in line with similar properties.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported that the State has rescheduled the bid 
letting on the Route 27 overlay until June 1 or June 8. 
 
 Custodian Dick Fischer reported on some work needed on the heating/cooling 
system.  Consensus is to go ahead and have the repairs done by H.A. Thompson. 
 
 There was further discussion on tracking of mineral acres owned by the county, 
royalty interests and production on county rights.  Cayko and Chinn will meet with 
someone experienced in this when they are in Bismarck next week . 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute the contract for the 
county to provide assessor’s services to Tri Township.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 The meeting recessed at 5:00 PM until Wednesday, May 30, 2007, beginning at 
10:00 AM. 
 

May 30, 2007 



 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 30, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 10:10 AM. 
 
 Eric Hermann, Protective Financial Solutions, and Kyle Johnson, KHS, gave a 
presentation on options for self-funded health insurance groups.  Insurance Committee 
member Carol Kieson was also present for this portion of the meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a letter to Bechtold 
Paving affirming projects that they would be doing in the county this season.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve an oil lease with Harold 
J. Anderson, Inc, for the NW ¼ in Section 13, Township 148N Range 101W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Veterans Service Officer Jerry Samuelson gave the Board information on 
purchase and installation of an elevator.  This will be discussed further at the next 
meeting. 
 
 Charles Krug and Keith Fraase, Johnston Fargo Culvert Company, gave a 
presentation on a possible solution for a failing culvert on Bear Creek. 
 
 The Board recessed for lunch at 12:10 PM reconvening at 1:15 PM. 
  
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the utility permits 
submitted by Belle Fourche Pipeline, Bear Paw Energy, Hess Corporation, 
Consolidated Telcom, Zenegy, Inc., and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle permit 
application submitted by the McKenzie County Energy and Taxation Association.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to waive the landfill bill for the disposal 
of demolished materials from the Watford City Livestock Association project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute the 2007 Pest Control 
Agreement with the North Dakota Department of Transportation, and to appoint Dale 
Naze as the County Pest Coordinator.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A letter from the Arnegard Township Board of Supervisors requesting 
consideration of some zoning in the county was read and will be discussed further at a 



later meeting. 
 
 The July meeting date was moved from the regular first Tuesday to Monday, July 
2, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 2:10 PM until June 5, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 
July 2, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 2, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Commissioner Anderson was 
delayed about one half hour.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Treasurer’s report, the 
bills as presented and the minutes with one correction - Jim Bredwick was not at the last 
meeting; County Engineer John Holter presented his request.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson updated the Board on coming events: 
  July 10 - emergency response personnel appreciation 
  July 18 - Local Emergency Planning Committee 
  July 24 & 25 - Red Cross training 
  July 24 - another CERT class 
He also said that he will be attending the national veterans convention in Reno NV.  The 
Board authorized use of Veterans Service Officer travel budget for this trip. 
 
 Office Deputy Tammy Evanson reported for the Sheriff’s Department. 
 
 Alan Domagala of Hulsing Corporation, Jerry Samuelson, Linda Svihovec, Mary 
Lynn Maki, and Crystal Mulder met with the Board to review several options for 
installing an elevator.  Further discussion was tabled until the August meeting. 
 
 Svihovec, Maki & Mulder also updated the Board on the renovations. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on legal matters 
pending. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 



Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Daryl Flagen, Superintendent of the East Fairview School met with the Board to 
express appreciation for past support and request assistance with paving in the parking 
lot as there is a company doing a project for the county right there.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Lawlar to do 50% of the project up to $25,000, said amount to include 
value of in-kind preparation work done by county forces.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
The impact of the new state funding formulas was discussed.  Yellowstone School 
District’s student population has grown the past three years and is anticipated to grow 
again this year. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed 
projects including reclamation at the Buxbaum pit, Hovet Hill, Bechtold’s projects and 
Route 31.  Holter passed out the FAS program for 2008-2009 to be discussed with DOT 
in October.  There will be a Federal Highway review of a couple projects on August 6.   
 
 Steve, Peter and Erik Stenehjem updated the Board on the sub-division.  A 
hearing on the requested section line vacation will be at the August meeting. 
 
 Kay Glick, Alexander Mayor, met with the Board to request assistance with 
updating the arena.  She reviewed the current condition, the work that has been done, 
what needs to be done and the events held there during the year.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to grant $3,000 toward repairs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported on projects.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Anderson to order the aluminized culverts proposed by Johnston Fargo 
Culvert for the Bear Creek project.  All voting aye, motion carried.  County Engineer 
John Holter should try to locate a contractor for the install. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle permit requested 
by the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A proposed joint powers agreement and interlocal agreement between the Town 
of Fairview, Montana, and McKenzie County was reviewed by the Board of County 
Commissioners.  This agreement concerns a budget grant of $100,000.00 for the 
construction of a swimming pool in Fairview, Montana, which was approved on 
February 6, 2007.  It having been determined that the North Dakota Century Code 
provides for such an agreement, it was moved by Commissioner Richard Lawlar and 
seconded by Commissioner Dale Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 
BE IT RESOLVED:  That McKenzie County, North Dakota, shall enter into a joint 
powers agreement and interlocal agreement with the Town of Fairview, Montana, for the 
purpose of McKenzie County making a contribution of $100,000.00 to the Town of 
Fairview, Montana, for the purpose of construction of a swimming pool in Fairview, 



Montana; all facts of the contribution being set forth in the agreement. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve a utility permit for 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative in Sections 8 and 17, Township 151, Range 101 
and for Jerrold Burns in Section 20, Township 149, Range 104.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 
WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $1,064,316.32 from Bechtold Paving, Inc., 
received in the bid opening of June 8, 2007, for Project SC-FHC-2727(055) was the low 
bid received. 
 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of 
McKenzie County to award to Bechtold Paving Inc. the contract for Project SC-FHC-
2727(055) and hereby authorize the Chairman of the board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz, Operator/Manager, and Denton Zubke, Board Chairman, McKenzie 
County Water Resource District updated the Board on the various water projects in the 
county.   They are currently working on an MOU with Southwest Pipeline that would 
speed up the Grassy Butte project and be more feasible for those users.  There is 
another meeting for the Alexander area on July 19.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
by Lawlar to transfer the District capital accounts from the County books to the District 
books.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve a utility permit for 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative for a line from Section 35 Township 150, Range 98 
to Section 2 Township 149, Range 98.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:50 PM CDT until Wednesday, July 11, 2007, 
beginning at 1 PM CDT.  
 

July 11, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 11, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Absent: 
Commissioner Chinn.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. 
 



 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy John Fulwider reviewed budget and staffing 
concerns.  Consensus is to address these in the budgeting process. 
 
 Robin Arndt requested assistance to the Watford City Park District with graveling 
a new tee box.  Two loads were approved.  He also explained the work needed to 
develop the paint ball field.  He can work with County Engineer John Holter and Road 
Superintendent Mark Koeser but there are already a lot of projects in line. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Anderson and Patten to meet with the City Council 
concerning a working group to look at joint endeavors. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve vouchers for progress 
payments to Bechtold Paving in the amounts of $43,781.10 for the beet dump road and 
$187,306.60 for the State Street project and to North Dakota Insurance Department for 
tank registration in the amount of $450.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Diamond Resources had requested to be appointed as an agent for the county in 
obtaining easements on a road re-alignment that is partly on federal land.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve this request and authorize Chairman 
Cayko to sign the paperwork.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze, McKenzie County Extension Agent, Dennis Deutsch, ABC Building 
Concepts, and Glen Beard, Beard Construction, were present for opening of bids for the 
toilet facility at the fairgrounds.  Two companies had obtained plans but only Beard 
Construction submitted a bid which was for $202,858.00.  Various changes that would 
bring the cost down were discussed.  It was a consensus to table further action until the 
August meeting when all board members would be present. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 2:30 PM until Tuesday, August 7, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 7, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 7, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin, Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Tax Director Deb Wisness, Clerk of 
Court Lanae Roos and Treasurer Linda Svihovec were present for the election of a 
delegate to the North Dakota Association of Counties conference.  Deb Wisness was 



nominated by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Roos and elected on a unanimous 
aye vote.  The officials left the meeting. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report and reviewed the technology contracts 
with North Dakota Association of Counties. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reviewed the status of the Reichman lawsuit.  A speaker 
phone conference with Attorney Malcolm Pippin was held from 9:30 AM to 10:05 AM. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson reported on discussions with North Dakota Department 
of Transportation District Engineer Walt Peterson regarding weed spraying on the 
highway right of way and on his appearance at the Watford City Council meeting August 
6. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported that the digitizing project is nearly complete.  
This has put the Document Preservation Fund in the red.  Consensus to begin 
receipting recording fees into this fund instead of the General Fund until this is 
corrected.  She also will not be hiring for now to replace Karen Freed who retired and 
will instead allow for some overtime. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze, Dennis Deutsch and Glen Beard met with the Board regarding the 
bids from last meeting for the restrooms at the fairgrounds.  Deutsch presented 
comparative information on other similar bids.  Various changes that would reduce the 
cost were discussed but none would have a significant impact on the total.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the bid presented by Beard Constructions 
with a change order deducting the electronic valves on the toilets (-$3,400) and with a 
May 1, 2008, completion date.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Beard stated that he 
could start after the rodeo finals in mid-September. 
 
 Ron Hecker, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
matters including comments on the Wolf Trail and the Record of Decision for Northeast 
McKenzie. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at 
all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Present for the next portion of the meeting were County Engineer John Holter, 
Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and Steve Berg, Bechtold Paving Inc.  Jim and 
Merna Bredwick met with the Board to ask for consideration of a slight extension to the 
paving on Route 27 for which they would be willing to cost share.  There is heavy oil 
related traffic and the dust affects the dairy herd.  They would also be willing to have the 



cattle guard moved to the south.  The consensus was to do this with a 25% cost share 
from the Bredwicks. 
 
 Steve Berg reported on possible methods and costs to repair paving to 3 cattle 
guards on Route 50.  He will also work on a blow out on Route 27 near Pedersens.  The 
roads in the Valley are done.  Chip sealing will be next year. 
Holter reported that the stripers have been delayed.  Todd Kostad=s last day is this 
Friday.  They are working on the landfill permit renewal.   
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported about two more weeks on the Blue 
Buttes project than they could move to the Stenehjem project if that is a go.  He will 
need to work with Jerry Samuelson on the Veterans Park walkway and then Nelson Hill 
or Drovdal road.  A contractor will look at the Bear Creek project and give a price. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Denton Zubke, County Water Resource District, reported that the 
District is in the process of finalizing the MOU with Southwest Pipeline Authority for rural 
water delivery in the Grassy Butte area.  They expect the project in the Alexander area 
to go forward with District involvement.  They also reported that the bond claim against 
Nygard Construction for System One had been settled.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded 
by Patten to transfer $65,000 from the General Fund to the Water Resource District to 
cover operating expenses associated with water development projects including the 
Alexander and Grassy Butte areas.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 No public appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
budget.  The Joint Commissioners meeting to approve the budget for the Unit will be 
September 6, 2007, beginning at 8:30 AM at the Unit office. 
 
 Present for the hearing on discontinuing a section line were Ross Sundeen, 
Peter Stenehjem and Mark Koeser. 
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a section of a section line roadway in the 
former Schafer Township has been filed in the office the McKenzie County 
Auditor, being further described as: 
 
The south half of the section line between sections 16 and 17 in Township 
150N Range 98W of the Fifth Principal Meridian. 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie 
County Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, August 7, 2007, beginning 
at 2:45 PM CDT in the Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County 
Courthouse at 201 Fifth ST NW, Watford City, North Dakota, with 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten present, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor 
of the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 



Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Lawlar, and a vote of five aye and 
no nay,  
 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie 
County, North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties 
involved to grant the petition and hereby declare the described section line 
roadways to be discontinued.   

 
 Sundeen also presented a plat of the Rolling Hills Estates sub-division for the 
Board consideration.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to accept the plat of 
the Rolling Hills Estates in the E1/2SE1/4 of Section 17 Township 150N Range 98 W.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Koeser is to work with Stenehjem on the roadway. 
 
 State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed legal matters with the Board. 
 
 Brent Sanford met with the Board to request a waiver on landfill fees for a 
building that the City of Watford City has approved for demolition in the Renaissance 
Zone, which was approved. 
 
 Scott Swenson, Robin Arndt, Jim Tveter and Ross Sundeen met with the Board 
on behalf of the Watford City Golf Club.  They thanked the Board for past participation in 
various projects and outlined their finances and proposed projects.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Lawlar to contribute up to $65,000 toward a paving project contingent 
on full funding of the projects.  Voting aye: Patten, Anderson, Lawlar, Cayko; voting nay: 
Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Tim Cayko, Paul Linseth, Gene Pojorlie and Odin Heim, representing the Weed 
Control Authority, met with the Board for a discussion of spraying on state highway right 
of way and an update of progress across the county. 
 
 David Drovdal thanked the Board for their sponsorship of the Emergency 
Responders Appreciation event, and reported that there is an interim committee study 
on the oil and gas tax starting next month.  He hopes that more impact funds can come 
back to the 13 counties affected by the oil development. 
 
 Mike Abel, North Dakota Association of Counties, reviewed the technology 
contracts and the county=s usage to date. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson left the meeting at 4:40 PM. 
 
 Crystal Mulder and Mary Lynn Maki reviewed the progress on the courthouse 
update. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson informed the Board that he is having more call for 
transportation of veterans to clinics and hospitals which will put him over budget.  He 
has been able to pay for some from a hardship fund which receives gaming proceeds. 



 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioners Anderson and Patten to a joint 
county/Watford City working group to review a possible law enforcement cooperative 
arrangement. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to make the following appointments:  
Weed Control - 4 yrs - Jay Lewis; Water Resources - 5 yrs - Leif Jellesed; NW Human 
Service Center - 2 yrs - Anita Pedersen and Rick Lawlar; Human Services - 3 yrs - 
Jerome Lervick, Lisa Redford and Dale Patten.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute the technology support 
contracts with the North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM until Tuesday, September 4, 2007, beginning 
at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 4, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 4, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:15 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written 
and the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reviewed a summary of veterans benefits which come to 
McKenzie County residents.  There were discussions of the veterans property tax 
exemption under SB2172, the increasing need for medical transportation for veterans, 
homeland security grants and the high fire danger in the county.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Lawlar to impose a burn ban effective immediately until October 2, 
2007, at 5:00 PM.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reviewed a number of items including personnel changes. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on water matters including the 
status of projects in the Alexander, Grassy Butte and Keene areas. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to allow a $1,000 grant request from 
the Badlands Shooting Club toward hunter safety training.  All voting aye, motion 



carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve utility permit requests 
from McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy and Craig Wahlstrom.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Chinn as the county’s voting delegate 
at the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties annual meeting to be 
held in Williston on September 27. 
 
 The hearing on the 2008 budget was set for 10:00 AM on Monday, September 
17.  The department requests will be published as the preliminary budget. 
 
 Following noon recess, Kathleen Spilman, PE, Managing Director for Keitu 
Engineers & Consultants, briefed the Board on the proposed Belle Fourche pipeline 
loop from the Bowline Junction to the Alexander station.  
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on road projects including 
needed chip sealing and the Bear Creek culvert.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Lawlar to accept the proposal of Bechtold Paving for chip sealing on approximately 3.5 
miles of road recently seal-coated.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported on progress on various projects 
including access at Rolling Hills Estates, several approaches, a ditch to clean and 
proposed projects to move to yet this fall.   
  
 As no fuel bids had been received by 1:00 PM, suppliers were contacted and 
asked to submit bids by 2:00 PM.  At 2:00 PM, only Rolfson Oil Company has submitted 
a bid.  It was moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept this bid for all fuels 
at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Marcia Hellandsaas, County Extension, informed the Board of the Broken 
Windows program which will be presented next week in McKenzie County. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson brought in additional information regarding veteran 
transportation for medical appointments.  It was decided to offer drivers $10 per hour up 
to a maximum of $100 per day plus mileage if they use their own vehicle. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to pay the rural water sign up fee for 
the county park in Grassy Butte.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the utility permit request 
from Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 3:40 PM until 9:00 AM on Monday, September 17, 
2007. 
 



September 17, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 17, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Department heads and county boards met with the Board throughout the day to 
review the 2008 budget requests. 
 
 No public appeared for the public hearing at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Chinn to set the budget grant from the General Fund to the Weed 
Control Fund at $80,000.  Motion died for lack of second. 
 
 Adoption of final budget was tabled until the next meeting. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:45 PM until Tuesday, October 2, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 2, 2007 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 2, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Auditor Olson; Absent: 
Commissioner Patten..  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 

Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Jerry Samuelson updated the Board on various matters including the Emergency 
Operations Plan, the burn ban which was rescinded last week, a house fire, the 
veterans symposium and continuing talks about regional Veterans Service Officers.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the McKenzie County 
Emergency Operations Plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on various matters requiring response 
from his department. 
 



Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water systems.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to appoint Don Anderson to the Water Resource 
District Board for the unexpired term ending on July 1, 2008.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   
 

Watford City Council members Brent Sanford, Alvin Wold and Justin Voll and 
City Engineer Lowell Cutshaw updated the Board on the plans for the Main Street 
project next year including the sewer work to be done.  The City is also looking at an 
upgrade to the water treatment plant and may be able to work in conjunction with the 
Water Resource District to serve System 2. 
 

Ron Hecker, District Ranger, McKenzie Ranger District, USFS, updated the 
Board on various topics including the NE McKenzie Allotment Plan and oil activity.  He 
also said that the national office wants travel management plans for the grasslands. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Mike Dollinger reported on options for dust control and results of past 
demonstration projects.  The product being proposed at this time was used in the past 
successfully.  The Board will follow up with questions to current users at the Association 
conference next week. 

Mark Koeser and John Holter also updated the Board on various road projects. 
 

Ray Powell, representing the Alexander Rural Fire Protection District, informed 
the Board that they had recently had an opportunity to purchase a tanker truck, which 
used up most of their reserves and asked consideration of assistance.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to allow a budget grant of $20,000 to the district.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported that the McLean County State=s Attorney has 
requested an Attorney General=s opinion regarding the selling of the county=s 
document images.  It is the consensus that this county continue as it has until the 
opinion is received. 

 
State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed legal matters with the Board. 

 
County Social Services Director Michon Sax reviewed some personnel and 

budget issues with the Board. 
 

Mary Lynn Maki and Crystal Mulder updated the Board on the remodeling 
project. 
 



Roy Degenstein and Cari Leibel reported on progress with the baseball field and 
that they may be able to attract tournaments in the future.   Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Anderson to award a $15,000 budget grant to the Watford City Park Board 
for use at the ball field toward bleachers and handicap accessibility.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

There was a final review of the 2008 preliminary budget.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2008 

       
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of September, 2007, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2008 and 
 
      WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of this 
County on the 12th day of September, 2007, together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 17th day of September, 2007,  
 
      NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby adopted 
as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2008, through December 31, 
2008, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money for the 
purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 

2008 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2007 2008 2008 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
County Board 120,412.00 135,127.00 135,127.00 
Clerk of District Court 160,847.00 154,690.00 154,690.00 
County Auditor 195,118.00 204,864.00 204,242.00 
County Treasurer 134,960.00 145,410.00 143,258.00 
State's Attorney 100,044.00 103,325.00 103,325.00 
County Recorder 164,948.00 168,814.00 167,922.00 
County Superintendent 55,428.00 58,268.00 58,268.00 
Tax Director 71,167.00 82,264.00 81,934.00 
Technology Services Coordinator 49,000.00 80,600.00 80,600.00 
Custodian 88,507.00 91,871.00 91,871.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 69,650.00 72,500.00 72,500.00 
Building Fund 75,000.00 450,000.00 450,000.00 
Elections 1,500.00 38,430.00 38,430.00 
Landfill 80,724.00 380,799.00 83,799.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 14,000.00 14,750.00 14,750.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Audit Fees 6,500.00 6,500.00 6,500.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 7,500.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 



GIS Project 10,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 15,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 20,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Telephone Service 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 1,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 7,500.00 8,500.00 8,500.00 
Dues, Registrations 12,500.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Postage 12,000.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 
Mailing Machine 5,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Copier Expense 6,000.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Computer Expense 40,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 
Miscellaneous 15,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Special Projects 250,000.00 350,000.00 350,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 5,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 2,000.00 2,000.00 2,000.00 
County Agent 26,000.00 50,000.00 76,150.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 1,020.00 1,020.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 15,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 10,300.00 10,300.00 10,300.00 
County Weed Control 115,000.00 115,000.00 115,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 40,110.00 43,961.00 43,125.00 
Job Development Authority 28,000.00 24,000.00 59,000.00 
Veterans Service  12,000.00 32,620.00 
Water Resource District  19,000.00 54,000.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $2,084,235.00 $3,051,993.00 $2,866,931.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 403,250.00 485,233.00 439,121.00 
County Jail 198,720.00 246,455.00 246,455.00 
County Coroner 8,500.00 9,000.00 9,000.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 37,017.00 37,596.00 37,307.00 
Homeland Security 80,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 3,955.00 4,100.00 4,100.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 45,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $780,442.00 $905,884.00 $859,483.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $2,864,677.00 $3,957,877.00 $3,726,414.00 
    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 



County Road & Bridge 5,606,680.00 6,107,736.00 6,050,000.00 
County Human Services 609,373.00 571,950.00 571,950.00 
Veteran's Services 23,651.00 38,162.00 38,162.00 
County Agent 87,229.00 91,418.00 90,906.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 112,555.00 110,100.00 110,100.00 
Social Security 92,110.00 91,870.00 3,815.00 
Water Resource District 18,960.00 106,375.00 106,375.00 
Weed Control 295,749.00 318,354.00 274,200.00 
Job Development Authority 106,768.00 112,964.00 112,964.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
District Health Unit 60,000.00 62,000.00 62,000.00 
Historical Society 7,500.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $7,426,225.00 $8,024,579.00 $7,834,122.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS$10,290,902.00 $11,982,456.00 $11,560,536.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2007 

 
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of September, 2007, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2008, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 12, 
2007, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 17th day 
of September, 2007, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 
10:00 AM , and 
 
      WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the calendar 
year 2008 as heretofore set forth, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is 
hereby levied a tax for the year 2007 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $757,092.00 to be divided 



and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
 

County General Fund  $ 0.00 
County Human Services Fund  $ 112,774.00 
County Road & Bridge Fund $ 184,116.00 
Special Revenue Funds  $ 375,474.00 
Unorganized District Road Fund $  84,728.00 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to set the minimum sales price for a 
parcel taken for taxes, Lot 6 Block 1 of Dahl=s Addition to Watford City, at $1,100.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to close the courthouse on 
November 23 and December 24 as holidays.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Chairman Cayko appointed Virginia Wehrung to another term on the County 
Housing Authority.   
 

Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to execute a maintenance 
certificate to the North Dakota Department of Transportation for FSA roads.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to approve the raffle permit 
application by Yellowstone SD#14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute Juvenile Accountability 
Block Grant Certificate of Award.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM until Tuesday, November 6, 2007, beginning 
at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 6, 2007 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 6, 2007.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 



 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on progress with reconciling the BLM mineral 
acres.  He is to negotiate with Jay Brovold for some research. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dennis E Johnson and Jerry Samuelson reviewed the plans for the handicap 
accessibility project at Veterans Park.  The City of Watford City has committed $5,000 
to the project and has done some in-kind dirt work.  Consensus to proceed. 
 
 Samuelson also reported on the Homeland Security grants for the next year and 
training exercises in the schools. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin submitted vehicle specifications for review.  Anderson 
reported that arrangements have been made to visit with McLean County next week on 
their experience with county/city agreements for law enforcement.  Rankin, Anderson 
and Lawlar will attend. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz updated the Board on the water systems. 
 
 Patten reported on activities with Heritage Association of North Dakota (HAND).  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to grant a budget contribution of $1,500 to 
HAND for legal expenses.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lawlar conveyed thank you’s from the Hockey Club for the carpeting installed at 
the Multi-purpose Building and from the Badlands Shooting Club for the donation. 
 
 Tim Cayko, Leslie Tveit, Paul Eldridge, Pam Burman and Lance Renville met 
with the Board regarding Sundheim Park.  Discussion included options for management 
and also touched on the efforts of the Friends of the Fairview Bridge.  The group 
reported a lot of use of the area.  Consensus is to support the park but it needs to be 
maintained locally. 
 
 At 11:30 AM, Commissioners Anderson, Chinn and Patten left the meeting to 
attend the annual meeting of the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems. 
 
 Ron Hecker updated the remaining commissioners about Forest Service matters.  
He reported that the decision to grant Savant Resources a seismic permit was upheld.  
There are currently three rigs drilling on the district.   
 
 Following noon recess, the meeting reconvened at 1:00 PM with all 
commissioners present. 
 
 Kathy Spilman P.E., Keitu Engineers and Consultants, updated the Board on the 
Belle Fourche Pipeline expansion.  Installation methods were clarified.  Moved by 



Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the utility permit application for the 
pipeline.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on road matters including a 
review of the signing and federal aid projects for the coming biennium.  Road 
Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed projects, personnel, and equipment.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Lawlar to bid two new pickups, trading units #45 and 71, with 
bid opening at 1:30 PM on December 4, 2007.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on minimum sales prices at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Lanae Roos, Clerk of District Court, and Dale Naze, County Extension Agent, 
presented information on an interactive video network for court services.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute an assessor’s 
agreement with the City of Arnegard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve utility permit applications 
from Reservation Telephone Cooperative and McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve raffle permits for the Grassy 
Butte Volunteer Firemen and the Badlands Shooting Club.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute the gravel stockpile 
agreement with the Lassey Farms.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dan Kalil and Don Arnson, Williams County Commissioners and Social Services 
Board members, Nancy Rolfsrud, McKenzie County Social Services Board and Michon 
Sax, Director for Williams and McKenzie County, met with the Board to discuss the 
what, if any, changes would be made in each county with Director Sax’s retirement at 
the end of the year.  Consensus was to continue the agreement, advertise the position 
and go from there.  Commissioner Patten and Board Member Rolfsrud will represent 
McKenzie County on the interview committee.  Director Sax left the meeting.  JoLynn 
Pelton came in to discuss plans in the works in honor of Director Sax, on December 14 
in Williston and on December 21 in Watford City.  She also said the county Christmas 
party will be December 8 at the Golf Club. 
 
 Leroy Defoe informed the Board that the City of New Town will be bringing over 
garbage.  This will not put the landfill over the limits of its certification. 
 
 Darrin Lee, representing the National Association of Manufacturers, updated the 
Board on coming changes to EPA standards that would impact McKenzie County.  
Representative David Drovdal was also present.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 



 

WHEREAS, the county of McKenzie, North Dakota, strongly supports 
clean-air standards at a level that ensures public health and improves 
quality of life for all our residents; and 

WHEREAS, both state and local governments and private industry are 
making measurable progress in improving air quality, with the national 
average for ozone levels having decreased by 21 percent from 1980 to 
2006; aggregate emissions of six principal pollutants down more than half 
since 1980 despite a 46 percent increase in population; and programs in 
place to cut power plant emissions by more than 40% from today’s levels 
by 2010 in 30 eastern jurisdictions, reduce emissions vehicles by 77 to 95 
percent from 2004 levels, dramatically reduce airborne levels of mercury 
and virtually eliminate diesel emissions; and 
 
WHEREAS, state and local governments and business are working 
diligently to meet the Environmental Protection Agency’s current National 
Ambient Air Quality Standard for ground level ozone by the 2020 deadline, 
investing approximately $20 billion each year, according to EPA 
estimates; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency, in the course of its 
required review of NAAQS, is nevertheless considering a further tightening 
of the ozone standard from 80 parts per billion; and 
 
WHEREAS, further tightening the ozone standard, even before the current 
standard is met, could significantly expand the number of nonattainment 
areas and result in emissions controls in additional areas, thereby 
imposing significant administrative and regulatory burdens on more 
citizens, businesses and local governments; and  
 
WHEREAS, the burdens associated with a tightened standard would 
include almost certain plant and business closures and loss of jobs, along 
with higher energy and other prices to consumers, with total additional 
costs estimated at $10 billion to $22 billion per year; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is in fact likely that local businesses in McKenzie County will 
be negatively impacted if the lowest proposed standard is established; and 
 
WHEREAS, significant questions have been raised regarding the science 
behind the EPA’s proposal to tighten the ozone standard, and members of 
the Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC), the Agency’s own 
scientific advisory board, have disputed its conclusions; and  



WHEREAS, the Agency is proposing this action with virtually no evidence 
that the change in standards will result in significant health benefits and 
with no analysis of the enormous costs that will be charged to McKenzie 
County business and consumers and to those communities that must 
implement new complicated compliance programs;  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the county of McKenzie, 
advise and strongly urge EPA to retain the existing NAAQS for ozone; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the EPA is urged to identify any 
unfunded mandates or other administrative and economic burdens for 
state or local governments or agencies that would derive from changes to 
the NAAQS for ozone; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Auditor prepare and 
transmit properly inscribed copies of this resolution to the President of the 
United States, the Administrator of the United State Environmental 
Protection Agency, the North Dakota Congressional Delegation, the 
Governor of North Dakota, the North Dakota Department of Health, the 
North Dakota Association of Counties, and the National Association of 
Counties.   

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Discussed briefly and tabled for the December meeting were election matters 
and the Sheriff’s vehicle request.  The open house for the remodeled courthouse will be 
in conjunction with County Government Week next April. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM until December 4, 2007, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

December 4, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on December 4, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  She also presented information 
on the recommended funding levels for the self-insurance fund for 2008.  It was the 
consensus to split the difference between the current amounts and the recommended 
amounts, setting the single premium at $414.68, the single plus dependent at $717.11 
and the family plan at $1,058.82 and to continue the current cost share with the 
employees. 
 
 Chairman Cayko opened nominations for chairman for the coming year.  
Anderson nominated Cayko.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar that 
nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 Chairman Cayko opened nominations for vice chairman.  Chinn nominated 
Lawlar.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a 
unanimous ballot be cast for Lawlar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Robin Arndt presented a year end report on the Wild West Water Park. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on activities in his department. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the various water projects.   
 
 Mark Schneider presented the year end report for the North Dakota Atmospheric 
Resources Board.  Also present were county board members Orville Hellandsaas, Gary 
Levang and Rodney Cross. 
 
 District Ranger Ron Hecker updated the Board on activities on the McKenzie 
Ranger District of the Dakota Prairie Grasslands. 
 
 The Board recessed at noon and were guests of the Watford City Young at 
Hearts Club for lunch at the Senior Citizens Center.  They also viewed the recent 
renovations. 
 



 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil Company.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept the bid for all fuels at all locations.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Arlene Johnson and Lillian Hoffmann provided the Board additional information 
on the Cherry Creek bridge near the Johnson ranch. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for two road department pickups.  Bids 
were as follows: 
 OK Implement:  2008 HD ½ ton 1500 Dodge Quad cab, cash price of $34,995 
each, trade allowance for the 1994 Ford F150 of $5,250, trade allowance for the 2004 
Ford F150 of $11,885 for net prices of $29,745 and 23,110 and delivery in March. 
 S & S Motors:  2008 Ford F150 Super Crew EXT, cash price of $36,045 each, 
trade allowance for the 1994 Ford F150 of $6,700, trade allowance for the 2004 F150 of 
$13,800 for net prices of $29,345 and $22,245 and delivery in February.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bids of S & S Motors for the two 
vehicles, contingent on meeting specifications on review by Koeser. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on dust control methods, 2008-2009 
federal aid, and ND Health Department concerns with erionite found in some gravel pits. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported on the current status of the 
equipment and trucks.  He had reviewed the pickup bids and reported that the Ford 
model met the specifications.  The crew will work on the Nelson hill as long as possible. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson answered procedural questions for a 
pending case and reviewed the duties and authorities of the State’s Attorney. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the following licenses: 
Eagles - on/off sale beer, on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; TJ’s - on/off sale beer, 
on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; and Jay Carr (Long X Saloon) - on/off sale beer, 
on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday; Watford City Golf Club - on/off sale liquor, on/off 
sale beer both with Sunday.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to cancel returned and unclaimed 
warrants as follows: 

Check # Payee 
Date 

Issued Amount 
14497 Energy West Corporation 11/22/2005 10.00 
14735 Ellen E. Saasen 3/1/2007 5.90 
14754 Zenergy Inc. 3/29/2007 19.00 

32763 
Nationwide Retirement 
Solutions 1/26/2007 5,355.00 

33412 Robert W. Rasmussen 9/28/2007 966.35 

175323 Elmer Nordsven 9/7/2005 12.50 



177848 Sheldon A. Smith 7/11/2006 13.00 
178107 Beicegel Station 9/5/2006 55.62 
179528 Williston Rural Fire District 2/12/2007 369.83 
180730 Upper Missouri Dist Health Unit 7/12/2007 148.19 
14246 Donald C. Marwitz Jr. 7/15/2004 5.00 
14384 Inga J. Lewis 5/2/2005 28.68 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve two utility permits 
requested by Hess Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The next two meetings were set for Friday, December 28, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST and Thursday, January 3, 2008, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
 A request was received from Social Services Director Michon Sax to have a 
portion of her unused sick leave paid out on her retirement.  The County’s personnel 
policy was reviewed and the request denied as not in line with current policy. 
 
 A petition for the vacation of streets, alleys and lots in the former East Fairview 
was reviewed and a hearing set for January 3, 2008, beginning at 2:00 PM CST. 
 
 Representatives of the City of Watford City met with the Board to review the 
results of a recent bid letting on the Main Street improvement project.  Present from the 
City were Mayor Kent Pelton, Council members Alvin Wold, Justin Voll, and Brent 
Sanford, and City Engineer Lowell Cutshaw.  Also present were Gene Veeder and Neal 
Shipman.  Pelton and Cutshaw reviewed projected costs, possible funding sources and 
the results of the bid which were about $1,500,000 over estimates.  They requested the 
County to participate up to 50% of the local cost share, or $2,300,000.  Discussion was 
tabled until later in the meeting. 
 
 Landfill Operator Leroy Defoe reported that New Town has stopped coming over 
to the landfill for now. 
 
 Patten reported on interviews to fill the Social Services Director position.  The 
position was offered to and accepted by Lois Reierson who is currently employed in the 
Williams County office.  For now, the current 60% Williams County 40% McKenzie 
County split of payroll for the position will continue. 
 
 There was further discussion on the request from the City of Watford City.  While 
no amount was committed, it was agreed that the full request would not be funded. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to bid a vehicle for the Sheriff’s 
Department with the opening on January 3, 2008.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The meeting recessed at 5:30 PM until Friday, December 28, 2007, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 
 

December 28, 2007 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, reconvened at 
the Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on December 28, 2007.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Social Services Board Chairman Jerome Lervik introduced Lois Reierson who 
will be the new Director for Williams and McKenzie counties.  She plans to be in 
Watford City on Mondays and Wednesdays. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to pay the bills as listed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser met with the Board to report on 
personnel changes.  There was much discussion on how to recruit and retain good 
workers.  There was also discussion on establishing a dust control cost share program. 
 
 Tractor & Equipment Sales Representative Jerry Martinson gave information on 
a new generation of motor graders.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to bid 
motor graders at the February 5, 2008, meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to make the following change to 
precinct boundaries:  annex the portions of Alexander School District #2 currently 
included in Sioux and Arnegard precincts to Alexander precinct.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to conduct the 2008 Primary Election 
by all mail ballot and the 2008 General Election in the usual manner.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 12:30 PM until Thursday, January 3, 2008.  
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

January 3, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on January 3, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 



Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to accept the pledges of assets as 
listed and designate Dakota West Credit Union, First International Bank & Trust and 
McKenzie County Bank as depositories of county funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes and Treasurer’s 
report as written, and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to contract with Hulsing 
Corporation to develop plans for an elevator addition.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson updated the Board on the status of Homeland Security money 
and informed them of his candidacy for State American Legion Commander.  He is now 
representing North Dakota on the National Veterans Affairs Committee. 
 
 Along with Sheriff Ron Rankin, Samuelson reviewed contingencies for handling 
of emergency situations during Samuelson’s absence. 
 
 Rankin then updated the Board on activities in the Sheriff’s department.  David 
Knudtson was present when bids were opened per advertised notice for a patrol vehicle 
as follows:   
OK Implement - 2008 Dodge Mega Cab 4X4 ½ Ton, cash price of $42,945 less trade 
allowance for a 2003 Ford F150 super crew of $49,935 for a net of $33,010. 
S & S Motors - 2008 Ford F150 XLT super crew, cash price of $35,500 less trade 
allowance for a 2003 Ford F 150 super crew of $10,300 for a net of $25,200.   
Rankin is to review the bids for compliance with specifications and report back later in 
the day. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz, Water District Manager, updated the Board on the various projects. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to make the following Board 
appointments:  Library Board - three year term, Dale Patten; JDA Board - three year 
term, Dale Patten, Gary Brown, Richard Cayko and Kent Pelton; School Reorganization 
Board - three year term, Ellinor Sorenson and Eunice Christopherson.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko designated that the Commission would act as the governing 
committee of the emergency 911 telephone system in accordance with North Dakota 
Century Code 57-40.6-10. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute the 2008 Technical 
Support Agreement with the North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 



 There was discussion of a request from Consolidated Telephone for a franchise 
agreement in Grassy Butte and of the State’s Attorney’s opinion regarding the sale of 
the technology center building.  Both topics were tabled until February. 
 
 The Board reconvened at 1:00 PM following a noon recess. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the allocation of 2005 
interest as presented, retaining the interest in the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on various projects including 
dust control products and alternatives for the Cherry Creek bridge.  Route 27 is 
scheduled in the February bid letting. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed the information he had 
gathered regarding comparable salaries. 
 
 Present for the hearing on the petition to vacate lots, streets and alleys in East 
Fairview were Vess Hurley, Arlen Flynn, Debbie and Ed Simmons and Barbara 
Bauman.  Bauman explained that the alleys in Corbett’s First Addition are all back yards 
and public access isn’t needed.  Flynn would like Cass Avenue closed to limit traffic 
past his house.  There is other access.  Hurley express concerns with accessing his 
property if Cass is closed as it would limit getting his larger trucks in.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Lawlar to approve the request for vacation of alleyways in Blocks 1, 2 
and 3 of Corbett’s First Addition to the former East Fairview, tabling the balance of the 
petition until access issues are investigated and resolved.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Dick Fischer reported on the progress with the remodeling.  Only a few small 
tasks remain to be done.  He reported that he and MaLissa Schroeder had put in a 
number of extra hours during the project. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported back with a new salary scale 
for the road department.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to increase the 
beginning for truck drivers to $17.75 per hour, for equipment operators to $18.00 per 
hour, motor grader operators to $18.25 per hour, adjusting the lower steps accordingly; 
to adjust the engineer’s assistant to $18.35 per hour and to adjust the monthly salaries 
of Holter and Koeser accordingly, all effective today.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Sheriff Rankin reported that he and Deputy Clock had reviewed the bids and both 
vehicles meet the specifications.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to 
accept the bid of S & S Motors for a new patrol vehicle.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:50 PM until Tuesday, February 5, 2008, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

January 3, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on January 3, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to accept the pledges of assets as 
listed and designate Dakota West Credit Union, First International Bank & Trust and 
McKenzie County Bank as depositories of county funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes and Treasurer’s 
report as written, and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to contract with Hulsing 
Corporation to develop plans for an elevator addition.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson updated the Board on the status of Homeland Security money 
and informed them of his candidacy for State American Legion Commander.  He is now 
representing North Dakota on the National Veterans Affairs Committee. 
 
 Along with Sheriff Ron Rankin, Samuelson reviewed contingencies for handling 
of emergency situations during Samuelson’s absence. 
 
 Rankin then updated the Board on activities in the Sheriff’s department.  David 
Knudtson was present when bids were opened per advertised notice for a patrol vehicle 
as follows:   
OK Implement - 2008 Dodge Mega Cab 4X4 ½ Ton, cash price of $42,945 less trade 
allowance for a 2003 Ford F150 super crew of $9,935 for a net of $33,010. 
S & S Motors - 2008 Ford F150 XLT super crew, cash price of $35,500 less trade 
allowance for a 2003 Ford F 150 super crew of $10,300 for a net of $25,200.   
Rankin is to review the bids for compliance with specifications and report back later in 
the day. 
 



 Jaret Wirtz, Water District Manager, updated the Board on the various projects. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to make the following Board 
appointments:  Library Board - three year term, Dale Patten; JDA Board - three year 
term, Dale Patten, Gary Brown, Richard Cayko and Kent Pelton; School Reorganization 
Board - three year term, Ellinor Sorenson and Eunice Christopherson.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko designated that the Commission would act as the governing 
committee of the emergency 911 telephone system in accordance with North Dakota 
Century Code 57-40.6-10. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute the 2008 Technical 
Support Agreement with the North Dakota Association of Counties.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of a request from Consolidated Telephone for a franchise 
agreement in Grassy Butte and of the State’s Attorney’s opinion regarding the sale of 
the technology center building.  Both topics were tabled until February. 
 
 The Board reconvened at 1:00 PM following a noon recess. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the allocation of 2005 
interest as presented, retaining the interest in the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter updated the Board on various projects including 
dust control products and alternatives for the Cherry Creek bridge.  Route 27 is 
scheduled in the February bid letting. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed the information he had 
gathered regarding comparable salaries. 
 
 Present for the hearing on the petition to vacate lots, streets and alleys in East 
Fairview were Vess Hurley, Arlen Flynn, Debbie and Ed Simmons and Barbara 
Bauman.  Bauman explained that the alleys in Corbett’s First Addition are all back yards 
and public access isn’t needed.  Flynn would like Cass Avenue closed to limit traffic 
past his house.  There is other access.  Hurley express concerns with accessing his 
property if Cass is closed as it would limit getting his larger trucks in.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Lawlar to approve the request for vacation of alleyways in Blocks 1, 2 
and 3 of Corbett’s First Addition to the former East Fairview, tabling the balance of the 



petition until access issues are investigated and resolved.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Dick Fischer reported on the progress with the remodeling.  Only a few small 
tasks remain to be done.  He reported that he and MaLissa Schroeder had put in a 
number of extra hours during the project. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported back with a new salary scale 
for the road department.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to increase the 
beginning for truck drivers to $17.75 per hour, for equipment operators to $18.00 per 
hour, motor grader operators to $18.25 per hour, adjusting the lower steps accordingly; 
to adjust the engineer’s assistant to $18.35 per hour and to adjust the monthly salaries 
of Holter and Koeser accordingly, all effective today.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin reported that he and Deputy Clock had reviewed the bids and both 
vehicles meet the specifications.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to 
accept the bid of S & S Motors for a new patrol vehicle.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

There was further discussion on the extra hours for the custodial staff during 
renovations.  Consensus that many staff had put in extra hours and no department 
would be singled out for additional compensation. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:50 PM until Tuesday, February 5, 2008, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

February 5, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on February 5, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioners Cayko and Chinn reported on a recent meeting they had 
attended.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to join with several other counties 
in a letter to the Theodore Roosevelt National Park regarding need to control elk 
populations.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 



 Jaret Wirtz, Water Resources District Manager, and Gene Veeder, WRD Board 
member, met with the Board to update them on the water projects in the county. 
 
 Veeder, in his capacity as JDA coordinator, discussed the proposed sale of the 
McKenzie Development Center property.  He also informed the Board of the formation 
of an agency to promote the upgrade of US Highway 85 to a “super two”. 
 
 A call was made to Bryan Personne at Consolidated Telcom in Dickinson for 
clarification of their request for a franchise in Grassy Butte.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Patten to adopt the following: 
 

AN ORDINANCE 
GRANTING TO CONSOLIDATED TELCOM, A COOPERATIVE, AND ITS 

SUBSIDIARIES, SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, THE RIGHT TO USE AND OCCUPY 
THE STREETS, ALLEYS AND OTHER PUBLIC PLACES OF GRASSY BUTTE, 

NORTH DAKOTA, FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSTRUCTING, MAINTAINING AND 
OPERATING A TELECOMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM, WHICH INCLUDES VOICE, 

VIDEO AND DATA SERVICES OF ANY KIND OR TYPE, WITHIN SAID TOWN 
 
Be it resolved by the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners for the 
unincorporated town of Grassy Butte, North Dakota: 
 
 Section 1.  That Consolidated Telecom, a cooperative, its 
subsidiaries, successors and assigns, is hereby granted the right to use 
and occupy the streets, alleys and other public places of the 
unincorporated town of Grassy Butte, North Dakota, for a term of twenty 
(20) years from the date hereof, for the purpose of constructing, 
maintaining and operating a telecommunications system, which includes 
voice, video and data services of any kind or type, within said town. 
 
 Section 2.  That the rights herein granted are subject to the 
exercise of the police power as the same now is or may hereafter be 
conferred upon said County. 
 
 Section 3.  That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect, and 
shall constitute a binding contract between McKenzie County for the 
unincorporated town of Grassy Butte, North Dakota, and Consolidated 
Telcom, when it shall have been enacted according to the law and when 
the provisions hereof shall have been accepted in writing by Consolidated 
Telecom, and such acceptance filed with the County Auditor. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ron Hecker, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service 
matters. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to list the Development Building with a 
real estate broker at a 6% commission and reserve the right to reject any and all offers.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the 
bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser, Tractor 
and Equipment salesman Jerry Martinson, and RDO salesmen Mark Feland and Tyler 
Lamp were present when motor grader bids were opened per advertised notice with the 
following results: 
RDO Equipment - 870D John Deere; cash price per machine - $224,270, average trade 
allowance of $155,000 for an average net of $69,270.  Guaranteed buy-back for each 
machine = Year 3, $163,500; Year 4, $149,000; Year 5, $134,000 
Tractor & Equipment - 160M Caterpillar; cash price per machine - $241,180, average 
trade allowance of $158,750 for an average net of $82,430.  Guaranteed buy-back for 
each machine = Years 3-5, $142,000.   
Feland and Martinson were each given time to provide additional information for their 
bid.  Koeser was asked to review the bids for compliance with specifications. 
 
 Steve Dorval, Interstate Engineering, presented a draft letter to MHA Nation 
Chairman Marcus Wells, Jr, outlining the Board’s understanding of the road inventory 
work being done on the reservation.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 
authorize the Chairman to sign the letter.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Yellowstone Township Chairman Darin Danielson and Clerk Vicky Cayko met 
with the Board regarding their account with the county for surfacing of township roads 
which are being heavily used by oil traffic.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to 
grant the Township $17,000  to offset the additional oil traffic impact. All voting aye, 
motion carried.  There was also discussion regarding the railroad crossing just inside 
North Dakota on Highway 200.  The road bed is becoming very dangerous.  All will 
continue to contact North Dakota Department of Transportation until it is fixed. 
 
 Mayor Kay Glick and Jim Fixen, Public Works, City of Alexander, met with the 
Board to review the rural water project being developed and concerns with being able to 
supply water to the rural system.  Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder were also present. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reviewed Road Department items.  Procedures for 
spring load restrictions were discussed.  The chip seal on Route 27 is in the bid letting 
on February 15.  He is checking on options to alert motorists coming from the west on 
County Route 38 to the intersection with ND 16.   
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported that another company has requested to buy all 
the digitized records and are willing to pay for additional programming costs to get it into 



the desired format.  She could use this revenue to hire temporary help to re-scan some 
poor quality images from an earlier project that was out-sourced. 
 
 Ed Simmons, Vess Hurley, Arlen Flynn and Bob Karst met with the Board to 
review the street vacation petition that had been tabled from the last meeting.  After 
further discussion it was moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to grant the 
petition to vacate lots, streets and alleys of the former Townsite of East Fairview, an 
area more particularly described as: Lots one through eight in Block 8 and Lots one 
through sixteen in Block 9 and all streets and alleys in the former Trott’s First Addition to 
East Fairview, except Prospect Avenue along the west side of said addition and except 
for a portion of Cass Avenue described as follows:  Beginning at the northeast corner of 
the former Lot 1 Block 1; thence south 86.4 feet to the southeast corner of the former 
Lot 2 Block 1; thence east 66 feet to the southwest corner of the former Lot 15 Block 8; 
thence north 87 feet to the northwest corner of the former Lot 16 Block 8; thence 
S89˚28’45”W to the point of beginning, sixty-six feet more or less.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Koeser reported back on his review of the motor grader bids for compliance, 
pointing out variances on the John Deere machines.  Moved by Chinn to accept the bid 
of Tractor & Equipment for the purchase of twelve motor graders.  Motion died for lack 
of a second.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of RDO 
Equipment for twelve motor graders.  Voting aye:  Patten, Anderson, Lawlar; voting nay: 
Chinn, Cayko; motion carried. 
 
 Ray Mrachek and Lee Stevens met with the Board regarding the need for a 
mower tractor for Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.  The current tractor is difficult to 
keep running.  Consensus is for Stevens to make arrangements to purchase a suitable 
replacement. 
 
 Tim Cayko and Sharleen Thompson, representing the County Weed Board, 
informed the Board of the resignation of the Weed Control Officer.  They will be 
advertising for both an officer and summer help.  Various options are being considered 
including returning the position to part-time. 
 
 The March meeting was scheduled for Thursday, March 6, 2008, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Chinn to participate in the annual 
evaluation of extension personnel on February 27. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to transfer a lease of approximately 
four acres of county road right of way from Math Koch to Jason Rau.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a contract for detention 
services with the Youth Correctional Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to amend 2007 expenditure budgets as 

follows:  increase County Commissioners to $126,580.72, increase County Treasurer to 
$136,873.41, increase State’s Attorney to $100,184.75, increase Director of Tax 
Equalization to $73,014.54, increase Technology Services to $49,192.11, increase 
Buildings and Grounds to $198,483.17, increase Building Construction to $669,007.43, 
increase Misc. Non-Departmental to $529,356.93, increase County Sheriff to 
$476,073.91, increase County Jail to $238,210.45, increase Veteran's Service Officer to 
$29,474.02, increase County Agent to $88,033.86, increase JDA to $107,982.20, 
increase Self-Insurance to $659,536.49, increase Document Preservation to 
$102,154.28, increase Wireless E-911 to $10,330.42, increase Atmospheric Resources 
to $85,902.83, increase County Fair to $26,751.76, and increase Health Unit to 
$62,043.16.  All additional expenditures were funded from cash on hand or from 
unanticipated revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Further discussion on the sale of the Development Building.  Consensus to set 

the asking price at $295,000. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM until Thursday, March 6, 2008, beginning at 

9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

March 6, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on March 6, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten; absent:  Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of the project to update the sewer lift station in East Fairview and to 
install a fence around the lagoon.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept 
the proposal from Interstate Engineering for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the application for 
abatement of taxes submitted by Lorraine Melby.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the recommendation of the 
Yellowstone Township Board and approve the application for abatement of taxes 
submitted by MidRivers Cable Television.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to act as the sponsoring unit of 
government for the project titled Removal of Architectural Barriers Project (elevator 
installation) to be conducted during the period of June 2008 through September 2009 
and to authorize the chairman to apply to the North Dakota Division of Community 
Services for funding of this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the utility permit 
applications filed by McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Dustin Ceynar and Bear Paw 
Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder presented information on projects being assisted by the Job 
Development Authority and the budgets required.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Chinn to transfer $29,000 to the JDA special projects fund.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy John Fulwider updated the Board on matters in 
their department and answered questions.  Rankin has been presenting the CounterAct 
program in the county’s elementary schools. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz, Water Resource District Manager, and Gene Veeder, Water Board, 
updated the Board on the water projects.   
 
 Lynn Hovde and Kirk Olson, Arnegard Township Board, met with the Board to 
discuss land use planning, especially in regard to confined animal feeding operations.  
Gene Veeder was also present.  It was decided to hold a series of public meetings for 
input.  Veeder will develop a process. 
 
 In response to a letter from the State Court Administrator, it was moved by 
Lawlar and seconded by Patten to continue the current funding agreement for the Clerk 
of Court’s department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by  
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported that he had filled the position in his office.  
The results of the bids for a project bid through the North Dakota Department of 
Transportation were discussed.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to reject the 
bids for Project SC 2727(056) due to lack of state funding requiring the county to pay 
more than the normal twenty percent of cost.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Holter was 



asked to work with the DOT to see if a different project could be developed that could 
be fully funded. 
 Holter reviewed a list of projects for the summer which had been prepared by 
County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser who was unable to be present.  Work will 
continue on the re-alignment on Route 31.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to 
advertise for bids as soon as the plans can be completed for installing the culvert on 
Bear Creek.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Carol Kieson reported that she has had some calls on the dust control.  She was 
asked to bring a summary sheet for the project and a sign up form to the next meeting. 
 
 A group of eight met with the Board regarding work planned at McKenzie Bay.  
Emanuel Stroh presented background on the area, past work and the status of the 
current project.  The group requested $50,000.  Dunn County is providing the 
engineering services.  The Watford City Park District is the leasee for the US Corps of 
Engineer land.  Commissioner Patten requested a copy of the engineer’s estimate prior 
to making a grant. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson answered oil leasing questions. 
 
 A group of five requested hauling for sand and other materials to enhance the 
arena at Jay Ruggles which has been utilized for some years for the Youth Rodeo.  
Becky Ruggles is to work with County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the Joint Powers 
Agreements for elections services between the County and the cities Alexander, 
Arnegard, and Watford City and the school districts of McKenzie #1, Alexander #2, and 
Yellowstone #14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to certify the township road mileage to 
the State Treasurer as follows:  Alex - 22; Antelope Creek - 18; Arnegard - 27; Blue 
Buttes - 25; Charbon - 23; Elm Tree - 37; Grail - 11; Hawkeye - 25; Keene - 22; 
Randolph - 12; Riverview - 22; Sioux - 30; Twin Valley - 24; Tri - 68; Yellowstone - 54; 
and 722 miles in unorganized townships.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to make a budget grant of $500 to the 
Friends of the National Grasslands.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Arlen Flynn submitted a petition to vacate a portion of the former Cass Avenue in 
East Fairview.   A hearing was set for April 1, 2008, beginning at 2:30 PM CDT. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute the Standard Form for 
Architectural Services and Contract Administration with Hulsing and Associates and 
proceed to bid for the elevator project. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to provide a 50% cost share up to 
$5,500 to the Alexander Rural Fire District for a siren system.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to set a wage of $8.00 per hour for 
election workers who attend training prior to election day.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of an open house for the courthouse during County Government 
Week, April 6-12.  Olson is to contact Carol Kieson to organize. 
 
 Discussion of a vehicle for the Water Manager.  He has been using one on loan 
from the Road Department but that is needed with the new hire in the Engineer’s office.  
Veeder and Wirtz are to contact the local dealers and bring a proposal to the next 
meeting.  
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM until April 1, 2008,  beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 
Attest:  __________________________  _______________________________ 
Frances M. Olson, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
       Board of County Commissioner 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
March 14, 2008 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on March 14, 2008 for a special meeting on call of the 
County Auditor.  Present:  Commissioners Cayko, Lawlar and Patten; absent:  
Commissioners Anderson, Chinn.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:30 
PM. 

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to schedule a meeting on April 8, 

2008, and to open bids for steel and concrete culverts, bridge lumber, gravel and scoria 
crushing and cutting edges and for County Project 2779(008), culvert installation on 
Bear Creek.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 1:35 PM. 

 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 1, 2008 

 



The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 1, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report and handed out a spreadsheet on the 
effects of the changes in NDCC 57-51-15 on the county=s oil & gas production tax 
receipts.  She had received an estimate of $3.7 million for this year=s Bankhead-Jones 
distribution. 
 

Jeff Roel, Williston Basin RC& D Council, reviewed the program and asked the 
Commissioners to complete a survey to assist in setting priorities for the next five years.  
The Council has assisted on several McKenzie County projects in recent years 
including equipment for the dive team, East Fairview sewer upgrade, Long X Children=s 
playground, and the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Initiative. 
 

Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA, and Debbie Hanson, Basin Brokers, 
reported on the efforts to sell the technology center building and presented the only 
offer received in the last 30 days.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to 
accept the offer of Kent Taylor for $225,000 with the contract for deed being handled 
through JDA, subject to the signed purchase agreement as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Moved by Lawlar, and seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Jaret Wirtz, McKenzie County Water Resource District Manager, and Denton 
Zubke and Gene Veeder, WRD board members, updated the Board on the various 
water projects.  Moved by Patten, and seconded by Chinn to transfer $25,000 to the 
Water Resource District for allocated costs for System 3.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to act as the sponsoring unit of government 
for the Rural Water Project and authorize the Chairman to apply to the North Dakota 
Division of Community Services for funding for the project.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to transfer $15,000 to the Water 
Resource District to purchase a used vehicle as the Road Department needs the loaned 
vehicle back.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on activities in his department.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to grant the Sheriff discretion to add 30 cents per 
hour to the regular wage of qualified dispatchers while they are performing training 
duties in addition to their own duties.  All voting aye, motion carried. Discussion of the 
permit section meeting on April 23.  Rankin will be in Bismarck for training but will ask 
Deputy Fulwider to attend. 
 

Cameron and Sue Arnegard appeared for the hearing on their application for 
abatement and settlement of taxes based on their residence being an exempt farm 



resident.  Tax Director Deb Wisness and Treasurer Linda Svihovec were also present.  
Mr. Arnegard presented the Board with packets of information to support his application.  
As there is some differences about the interpretation of two points of the law, the 
State=s Attorney will be asked to request an Attorney General=s opinion before the 
decision is made on the application.  One issue is an understanding of Aeach@ as used 
in North Dakota Century Code 57-02-08(15); whether this means all years or only one 
or two of the preceding years.  The second issue is a clarification of Aincome@, 
specifically whether non-farm income is to include only Aearned@ income or if both 
passive and non-passive income is to be considered in the calculation of non-farm 
income. 

 
Ron Hecker, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on activities at the 

Forest Service. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with only Rolfson Oil 
Company submitting a bid.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept this bid 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

County Engineer John Holter review the following items with the Board: looking 
for gravel in the Fairview area; township load restrictions on gravel; Richland County, 
MT, working on completion of the work on State Line; bridge work needed near Linda 
Monson=s; Bear Paw looking at putting pipe in the ditch on the road into Bill 
Jorgenson=s, Bear Creek pipe installation plans out to several contractors.  He was 
asked to provide information at the next meeting on the amounts of federal aid that has 
been received in the last 10 years.  Lawlar reported on his discussions with Arlene 
Johnson regarding an alternative to the bridge near her.  She agreed to a road 
realignment but will accept the bridge to keep it from being dismantled. 

Mike Dollinger and Carol Kieson reviewed the current status of the dust control 
project.  The commissioners will each find test areas totaling two miles in their districts 
and the lists will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 

Present for the hearing on the petition to vacate a portion of Cass Avenue in 
unincorporated East Fairview were Arlen Flynn, Vess Hurley, Ed Simmons, Daryl 
Flagen and Deb Wisness.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to reject the 
petition because of the opposition to the closing.  Voting aye: Patten, Anderson, Chinn, 
Lawlar; voting nay: Cayko; motion carried. 

Flagen thanked the Board for their assistance with the paving at the elementary 
school parking lot and for the clean up at the corner east of the school. 
 

State=s Attorney Dennis Johnson, Gene Veeder and Debbie Hanson presented 
the completed purchase agreement for the technology building.  Taylor will take 
possession today.  Veeder will provide an amortization schedule to Taylor and 
Treasurer Svihovec. 
 

Johnson and Tax Director Wisness reviewed the Arnegard abatement 
application.  Johnson was asked to provide a letter to Arlene Johnson regarding the 



Cherry Creek bridge.  He had reviewed the agreement with Southwest Water Authority 
regarding Rural Water System 3 but had some points to discuss with Manager Jaret 
Wirtz.   
 

Bill Whitworth, Chief of Resource Management, and Gary Luce, Fire 
Management Specialist, both with Theodore Roosevelt Memorial Park, presented 
information about proposed controlled burns in the north unit for the purpose of 
enhancing the biological health of the park and for promoting bio-diversity. 
 

Doug Voigt reported on a culvert going bad in the section line road near his 
place.  The culvert is good but the road bed needs attention.   
 

Water Resource District board chairman Denton Zubke and District Manager 
Jaret Wirtz reviewed the agreement with Southwest Water following their discussions 
with State=s Attorney Johnson.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to authorize 
Chairman Cayko to execute the agreement when the final copies are received.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Emanuel Stroh and Steven Stenehjem met with the Board with additional 
information on the road work into the McKenzie Bay Recreation Area.  This is tabled 
until the April 8 meeting.   
 

There was discussion on the courthouse hours, length of workdays and salary 
adjustments to aid in retaining staff. 
 

There was further discussion of the bid for Project SC-2727(056) , bid by NDDOT 
on February 15, 2008.   It was decided to check with the contractor and DOT before the 
next meeting and see if this bid could still be accepted.   
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve Change Order #1 for 
the Fairground Toilet Facility project in the amount of -$2,392.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve utility permit applications 
from Kadrmas, Lee and Jackson; Bear Paw Energy and Reservation Telephone 
Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Lawlar and and seconded by Patten to authorize the Chairman to sign 
a letter of support to Watford City for the expansion of the Renaissance Zone.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to execute the proxy for voting at 
the North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting on May 14, 2008.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 



The meeting recessed at 6:35 PM until Tuesday, April 8, 2008, beginning at 
10:00 AM CDT. 

 
 

 
April 8, 2008 

 
Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 8, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 10:00 AM CDT. 
 

Tim Nelson, President, McKenzie County Fair Board and Dale Naze, County 
Extension Agent, reported on a number of projects proposed for the fairgrounds.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to make a $25,000 grant to the Fair Board 
to be used for capital improvements.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Further discussion on Project SC-2727(056) including the age of the road and 
projected rate of deterioration without the overlay.  It also appears that funding levels 
from the State will remain about the same in the next few years.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Chinn to reconsider previous action on this project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  A letter had been received from the apparent low bidder in which he 
agreed to honor a bid that was over thirty days old.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Patten to accept the bid of Bechtold Paving in the amount of $770,119.58.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Present for bid openings were Jackie Sadler, Schwartz Construction; Arlen 
Moran, Franz Construction; Charlie Krug and Jerry Nesbitt, Johnston Fargo Culvert 
Company; Dale Heglund, Cretex Concrete Products-West; County Engineer John 
Holter, Road Superintendent Mark Koeser; and Steven Jorgenson, Engineering 
Assistant. 
 

Bids were opened per advertised notice for Project CP-2779(008), installation of 
a culvert on Bear Creek as follows: Schwartz Construction, New England - $135,055.61; 
Onsite Construction, Dickinson - $198,472.90; and Franz Construction, Sidney - 
$187,924.60.  Jorgenson took the bids to check calculations and conformance to 
specifications. 

Holter handed out a worksheet of Federal Aid Secondary funds received in the 
county over the last several years.  Consensus is to visit with North Dakota Department 
of Transportation on this.   

Jorgenson reported on the bids.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to 
award the project to Schwartz Construction.  All voting aye, motion carried. The 
contractor will have to pay state use tax on the culverts which were previously 
purchased and this will be reimbursed in addition to the contract price.  Sadler and 
Moran left the meeting. 



Bids were opened per advertised notice for culverts.  Johnston Fargo Culvert 
submitted the only bid for steel culverts.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson 
to accept the bid as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Cretex Concrete 
Products West submitted the only bid for concrete culverts.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to accept the bid as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Bids were opened per advertised notice for cutting edges as follows: RDO 
Equipment - 7 foot edge for $74.19; 8 foot edge for $84.79; Tractor & Equipment - 7 foot 
edge for $70.29; 8 foot edge for $80.32.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to 
accept the bid of Tractor & Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Bids were opened per advertised notice for gravel and scoria crushing with only 
one bid, Sundre Sand & Gravel, being submitted on time.  Being deemed reasonable, 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept this bid.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch break and reconvened at 1:50 PM following a 
County Park Board meeting. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to transfer $9,900 to the County Park 
fund to reimburse the purchase of a mower to be used at Tobacco Garden Recreation 
Area.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 

Additional discussion on the needs at Sundheim Park.  Ownership has now been 
transferred solely to Yellowstone Township.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Patten to grant $12,000 to Yellowstone Township toward start up costs for increased 
maintenance.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

County Engineer John Holter; Mike Hagel, Headington Oil; and Bill Jorgenson, 
landowner, met with the Board regarding the road in section 36, Township 149 Range 
96.  The county agreed to the proposed re-alignment of the road.  Headington will 
obtain new easements as needed. 
 

County Engineer John Holter and Road Clerk Carol Kieson updated the Board on 
the dust control test project. 
 

There was further discussion of the request for funding toward the McKenzie Bay 
project.  Tabled until after Dunn County takes action. 
 

Further discussion on the Watford City street project.  The City should be 
scheduled for the next meeting. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant $600 to the Keene Fire 
Department toward new pagers, as their old system must be replaced.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to increase the courthouse hours 
from 37.5 hours per week to being open from 8 AM to 4:30 PM, including noon hour; to 



increase employees currently working a 37.5 hour week, including those elected 
officials who have traditionally worked a 37.5 hour week, to a 40 hour week; and to 
grant a 7% increase to the effective hourly rate of all employees with the exception of 
the Road Department (increased in January) and other previously negotiated positions.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  
 

The Board called in the available department heads - Tax Director Deb Wisness, 
County Treasurer Linda Svihovec, County Recorder Ann Johnsrud and Clerk of Court 
Lanae Roos - to explain the changes adopted. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM. 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
April 14, 2008 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on April 14, 2008 for a special meeting on call of the 
County Auditor, with all Commissioners present.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 12:30 PM.  Also present were State=s Attorney Johnson and H. Malcolm 
Pippin.   

The Board was in executive session from 12:35 PM until 1:10 PM for consultation 
with legal counsel regarding an upcoming trial in the case of McKenzie County v. 
Deborah Reichman. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to designate Commissioners Chinn 
and Patten to negotiate on behalf of the county on this case.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 1:12 PM. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 6, 2008 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 6, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 

 
Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Discussion included calls 

Commissioner Chinn has made regarding the delay of the Bankhead Jones distribution.  
Svihovec also explained more of the trusts for unlocatable mineral owners. 

 



Between 9:30 AM and 10:07 AM, the Board consulted with Attorney Malcolm 
Pippin regarding pending litigation. 

 
Jerry Samuelson reviewed the process for declaring a burn ban and reported on 

current conditions.  He reported on the progress with the handicap accessibility project 
at the Veterans Park in Watford City.  The City has agreed to pay part of that cost.  He 
is also working with the City and veterans= groups to get flagpoles installed at the Long 
X Visitors= Center.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to pursue installation of a 
new pole at the Courthouse and to assist the City of Watford City up to 50% with a flag 
display at the Long X Visitors= Center.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Samuelson 
reported on a meeting regarding funding from a Public Safety Interoperable 
Communications grant.  That group had agreed on three repeaters to increase 
coverage around the county. 

 
Sheriff Ron Rankin and Chief Deputy John Fulwider updated the Board on 

activities and issues in that department.  Commissioner Anderson said that there has 
been renewed interest from the City of Watford City in discussing law enforcement 
options and that a special meeting will be scheduled in July.   

 
Commissioner Patten reported from a contact that the Bankhead Jones payment 

in the amount of $3,723,676.68 should be wired in the next day or two. 
 
Jaret Wirtz updated the Board on the various water projects.  An amendment to 

the contract with the City of Watford City is being drafted.  EA=s will be started for 
Systems 2 and 4.  Agreements are all signed for System 3.  Construction is expected to 
start in late June with completion by August 1, 2009.  

 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
TO ADOPT AMENDMENTS 

TO NACO BYLAWS 
 
Where As, McKenzie County is a member in good standing of the National 

Association of Counties (NACo), and 
Where As, McKenzie County officials support NACo as the national voice of 

county government, and  
Where As, McKenzie County officials are concerned that too much time, energy  

and candidate fiscal resources are expended in the NACo election process and impede 
NACo from developing public policies that affect county governments, and  

Where As, McKenzie County officials are committed to ensuring that the NACo 
Bylaws facilitate organizational processes that encourage participation by all members, 
are understandable to all members, that remove real or perceived barriers to county 
officials choosing to serve as officers in NACo, and that facilitate the general operations 
of NACo; 



Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, That McKenzie County supports the following 
amendments to the NACo Bylaws: 

Amendment One 
ARTICLE VII 
Executive Committee 
Section 2. Composition 
The executive committee shall be composed of the association's president, 

president-elect, first vice president, second vice president, and immediate past 
president and three additional members elected by the board of directors from the board 
of directors to serve three year staggered terms. Individuals elected by the board shall 
be limited to one three year term.  The immediate past president is the most recent past 
president who is still an elected county official of an active member. 

Amendment Two 
ARTICLE VIII 
Officers 
Section 2. Authority of the President 
The president shall be the chief executive elected officer, preside at all meetings 

of active member counties, all meetings of the board of directors, and supervise all 
business of the association. He or she shall appoint members of all committees except 
for the audit committee, and those committee members whose positions are designated 
by these bylaws. 

Amendment Three 
ARTICLE VIII 
Officers 
Section 3. Duties of the President and Other Officers; President=s Absence, 

Vacancy or Inability to Serve 
The president shall consult with the other officers on all appointments and other 

business of the association. The president may  shall assign to other officers specific 
areas of responsibility; e.g., membership, legislation, affiliate liaison, state association 
liaison and other appropriate tasks. In the absence, disability, removal from elected 
office, or retirement of the president, his or her duties shall be performed successively 
by the president-elect, first vice-president and second vice-president. In the event a 
president of the association is unable to complete his or her term as president, the 
president-elect (or, if necessary, remaining officers as herein provided) shall complete 
such term and remain eligible to serve as president, in the succeeding term. Should a 
vacancy occur prior to the normal expiration of term in the office of president, 
president-elect, or first vice president, the officer next in line shall succeed to the vacant 
office. 

Amendment Four 
ARTICLE X 
Committees 
Section 6. Nominating Committee 
A. The president of the association shall appoint a nominating committee 

consisting of at least five elected officials from active member counties. At least one 
member of the committee should be a past president and no candidate for NACo office 
may be a member.  The board of directors shall elect a nominating committee to be 



composed of twenty-three members.  For purposes of electing a nominating committee, 
the board of directors shall organize into eleven election districts as follows: 

District One:  Maine, New York, New Hampshire, New Jersey 
District Two:  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland 
District Three:  North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky 
District Four:  Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi 
District Five:  Texas, Louisiana, Arkansas, Oklahoma 
District Six:  Ohio, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois 
District Seven:  Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa 
District Eight:  Missouri, Kansas, Colorado, Wyoming, Utah, Nebraska 
District Nine:  Alaska, Washington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana 
District Ten:  New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada 
District Eleven: California, Hawaii 
 
The board members from each district shall elect two board members from their 

district to serve on the nominating committee.  The president of the association shall 
appoint a chairperson for the nominating committee who shall preside over the 
meetings of the committee and shall vote on issues before the nominating committee 
only when the chairperson’s vote shall break a tie.   

 
A quorum of the nominating committee is fifty percent of the elected members.  
 
B. The nominating committee shall but not be limited to: 
* Recommend to the board of directors for their approval a nominating process 

that meets the goals and principles of the association and encourages, racial, political 
and geographical diversity and affords all individual members of the association the 
opportunity to serve as an officer in the association.   

* Accept candidates letter of interest in serving as an officer of the association. 
* Develop a candidate screening questionnaire to be filled out by interested 

persons that includes, but not be limited to, a letter of support from the candidate 
member county, a letter of support from the candidate=s state association, an essay 
outlining the candidates vision for the association and other information helpful in 
determining the merits of the candidate. 

* Screen candidates' credentials to insure that all are eligible according to the 
bylaws of the association.  

* The nominating committee shall not recommend one candidates for each 
association office.   

 
Nominations will be accepted from the floor of the convention. The board of 

directors may make rules and regulations for elections and the elections process for 
contested offices. The chair of the nominating committee shall be appointed by the 
president and will be announced at the NACo legislative annual conference. 

 
Amendment Five 
ARTICLE VIII 
Section 2. Authority of the President 



The president shall be the chief executive elected officer, preside at all meetings 
of active member counties, all meetings of the board of directors, and supervise all 
business of the association. He or she shall appoint members of all committees of the 
board except for the audit committee, legislative steering committees and those 
committee members whose positions are designated by these bylaws. 

and 
Section 7. Steering Committees 
A. The board of directors shall establish steering committees to study issues, 

make recommendations on policy positions for the American County Platform and carry 
out the platform. A steering committee is a committee so designated by the board. 

B. All steering committees shall meet at least twice a year. Final consideration of 
all resolutions shall only take place at the legislative or annual conferences or as 
otherwise approved by the board of directors. 

C.  The chairperson and vice-chairperson of each steering committee shall be 
elected by the members of the committee.  Sub-committees of a steering committee 
may be created by the chairperson of the steering committee.  Chairpersons of such 
shall be appointed by the steering committee chair. 

 
Amendment Six 
ARTICLE X 
Section 9.  Strategic Planning Committee 
A.  The board of directors shall establish a strategic planning committee to 

develop and maintain a yearly strategic work plan for the organization as approved by 
the board.   

B.  The first vice president shall serve as the chair of the strategic planning 
committee. 

C.  The committee shall include at least five members of the board, the NACo 
Management team and other members as determined by the president. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written 

and the Treasurer=s report and bills as presented, including Rolfson Oil and a 
previously disputed balance to Westlie=s..  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Lloyd Clock reported on failures with the 911 equipment.  Options were 

discussed with the consensus being that we should continue to maintain our own PSAP.  
911 funds were approved to pay the match on the repeaters to be obtained with the 
previously discussed grant. 

 
Samuelson reported that Billings County has tied its burn ban to the fire index. 
 
Ron Hecker updated the Board on Forest Service matters. 
 



Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with one bid submitted 
by Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept this bid.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
John Holter and Dan Neprash were present to update the Board on road matters, 

including progress with the dust control project, a minimum maintenance request from 
Tri Township, and training today on the new JD graders.  Neprash reviewed the projects 
for the dirt crew.  Holter reported that he had been in contact with NDDOT District 
Engineer Walt Peterson and the railroad crossing on ND 200 near Fairview should be 
getting fixed soon.  He also reported that design has not been completed yet on the last 
mile and a quarter of State Street.   

 
Discussion of the annual compliance audit.  The State Auditor=s Office will no 

longer do it.  Eide Bailey has contacted the County.  They will be asked for a written 
proposal. 

 
July 22, 2008, beginning at 1 PM was tentatively set for the special meeting with 

the City of Watford City concerning law enforcement.  Olson will confirm with the City. 
 
Keith Winter and Roger Chinn reviewed the efforts to resolve differences in the 

amount of acres recognized by the BLM for county royalties.   
 
John Rolfsrud, Jason Signalness and Lloyd Alveshire met with the Board to 

review plans for additional space needed at the Keene Fire Hall.  They are currently 
storing one truck offsite and need to back trucks out to get to gear.  They have no office 
or meeting space.  They have $10,000 committed from one township and the District 
has earmarked $25,000 for the project.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to 
allow a $175,000 construction grant to the district.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported on contacts from various oil 

companies regarding county minerals. Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to 
not be a participating partner in Headington=s Sakakawea Federal 13X-35 well.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Also discussed was the request to the Attorney General for 
an opinion on some points of tax law.   

 
The City of Watford City, represented by Mayor Kent Pelton, Council members 

Brent Sanford and Alvin Wold and Administrator/Engineer Lowell Cutshaw, met with the 
Board to review the status of the Main Street project.  Commissioner Anderson asked 
them to attend the meeting on July 22, which was accepted. 

 
Leroy Defoe asked the Board to approve an on-going Landfill Appreciation Days 

to be held Friday, Saturday and Monday over the third Saturday of May and September, 
which was approved.  It was also approved to allow mileage for one trip per week for 
business use of his personal vehicle. 

 



State=s Attorney Johnson returned for further discussion on the BLM minerals.  
A number of documents need to be checked for additional information.   

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve utility permits as submitted 

by Zenergy, Bear Paw Energy and Hess Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
MonDak Seed and Grain is in the process of changing hands.  The County was 

the sponsoring agency for the Community Development loan, which was all federal 
money.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to suspend our sponsorship of the 
loan through the federal loan fund and transfer future responsibilities for the loan to the 
ND Department of Commerce.  Voting aye: Chinn, Lawlar, Cayko, Anderson; Abstaining 
due to conflict of interest: Patten; motion carried. 

 
A request from McKenzie Healthcare Systems for consideration of assistance to 

make up losses in the emergency department was tabled until more information could 
be gathered. 

 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution and to 

authorize the Chairman, with consensus from County Emergency Services and the fire 
chiefs, to remove the ban: 

 
EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
BURN BAN PROCLAMATION 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County, North Dakota is under abnormally dry 

conditions; and 
 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County has either sustained or been threatened with 

rural fires as of this date; and 
 
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and 

property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being, and safety 

of citizens in MCKENZIE County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of response and the inordinate equipment wear may be far 

in excess of available County resources.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of MCKENZIE County 

Commissioners declares an emergency and proclaims a Burn Ban for MCKENZIE 
County, North Dakota effective immediately.  ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO WILLFULLY 
VIOLATES THIS BURN BAN IS GUILTY OF AN INFRACTION.  

 



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ban is applied to all open burning of any 
outdoor fire that may create a public safety hazard, including but not limited to: 

# Barrel burning commonly referred to as garbage burning 
# Campfires 
# Chimineas 
# Cooking fires (barbeque grills and pits) 
# Fire pits 
# Fire rings 
# Patio heaters 
# Prescribed burns commonly referred to as controlled burns 
# Fireworks (except for professional commercial fireworks displays) 
# Smoking (cigarettes, cigars, etc):  Use ashtrays and proper disposal 

containers 
# Welders or cutting torches unless the user has on hand adequate fire 

suppression equipment 
# Charcoal grills 
 
Open Burning does not include: 
# Fireplaces within buildings 
# Gas grills 
# Fire training by professionally trained and authorized personnel 
 



Citizens are requested to follow their users manuals and manufacturer information as 
well as taking safety precautions such as having an appropriate fire extinguisher, water and 
shovel available 

 
The penalty for an infraction is a $500 fine.  A second offense may be charged as a 

Class B misdemeanor which carries a one year sentence and a fine of $1,000. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to allow the City of Watford City a grant 

of $500,000 from the Road & Bridge fund toward the Main Street project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:50 PM until Tuesday, June 3, 2008, beginning at 9:00 AM 

CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 3, 2008 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota on June 3, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM. 
 
Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Discussion included projections for Oil & Gas Tax 
Distribution the rest of the year and the Bankhead Jones distribution received.  Svihovec 
stated that the Insurance Committee will be meeting with the third party administrator on 
Friday morning at 9:00 AM.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to distribute the 
Bankhead Jones payment as follows:    to the Townships - value of federal lands times 
township levy times two; to the school districts - the larger of the value of federal lands times 
school levy times two OR resident students times $400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
The Bankhead Jones distribution this year totaled $3,723,676.68. 
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes as written and the 
Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Ron Rankin and Chief Deputy John Fulwider updated the Board on matters in their 
department, including a bill from the local dive team which was tabled until the July meeting 
and that St. Mary Land and Exploration Company has offered the county space on their tower 
for a repeater at a cost of $180 per year. 
 
Gene Veeder and Jerry Samuelson previewed a documentary that Cody Shimek is doing on 
McKenzie County veterans.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to transfer 
$10,000 to the Veterans Service Fund to assist in the completion of this project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.   



Samuelson also discussed options for a burn ban that would include a tie to the Fire Index 
posted daily by the weather service. 
 
Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the various water projects.  The contract 
with Watford City has been amended and System One users will have an increase in rates.  
Some pressure issues are being addressed.  New users are being added.  The District Board 
continues to work with Fort Berthold Rural Water to develop a delivery system for the eastern 
portion of the county.  There will be a meeting at Keene on June 16 to update the community 
on the project status.   
 
The Board recessed to convene as the County Board of Equalization at 11:00 AM.  Tax 
Director Deb Wisness, Gene Veeder and Peter Stenehjem were present.  Stenehjem asked 
for information on how the value of lots at Rolling Hills Estates had been set and requested 
consideration of a reduction to a value closer to the current selling price.  There was 
discussion of valuing land that was divided into lots for development, the need for similar 
assessments and any incentives that might be offered.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
by Lawlar to adjust the 19 lots at Rolling Hills Estate from $30,000 each to $20,000 each.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
The consensus after the report from Wisness regarding the various values around the county 
was to make no other changes at this time. 
The Board of Equalization adjourned at 11:38 and the County Commission reconvened. 
 
Jerry Samuelson reported that he had talked with some of the fire departments and the 
consensus is that it makes sense to tie the burn ban to the fire index.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
BURN BAN PROCLAMATION 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County, North Dakota is under abnormally dry conditions; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County has either sustained or been threatened with rural 
fires as of this date; and 
 
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and 
property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well>being, and safety of 
citizens in MCKENZIE County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of response and the inordinate equipment wear may be far in 
excess of available County resources; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of MCKENZIE County 
Commissioners declares an emergency and proclaims a Burn Ban for MCKENZIE 
County, North Dakota effective immediately during times when the North Dakota 



Rangeland Fire Danger Index is in the Very High or Extreme Index for McKenzie 
County and to remain in effect until further notice.  ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO 
WILLFULLY VIOLATES THIS BURN BAN IS GUILTY OF AN INFRACTION.  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ban is applied to all open burning of any 
outdoor fire that may create a public safety hazard, including but not limited to: 
* Barrel burning commonly referred to as garbage burning 
* Campfires 
* Chimineas 
* Cooking fires (barbeque grills and pits) 
* Fire pits 
* Fire rings 
* Patio heaters 
* Prescribed burns commonly referred to as controlled burns 
* Fireworks (except for professional commercial fireworks displays) 
* Smoking (cigarettes, cigars, etc):  Use ashtrays and proper disposal containers 
* Welders or cutting torches unless the user has on hand adequate fire 
suppression equipment 
* Charcoal grills 
 
Open Burning does not include: 
* Fireplaces within buildings 
 
* Gas grills 
* Fire training by professionally trained and authorized personnel 
 
Citizens are requested to follow their users manuals and manufacturer information 
as well as taking safety precautions such as having an appropriate fire 
extinguisher, water and shovel available. 
 
The North Dakota Rural Fire Danger Guide is posted on the North Dakota Division 
of Emergency Services website: http://www.nd.gov/des/info/ firedanger.html or 
residents can contact the Sheriff=s Department.  The National Weather Service 
issues the Rangeland Fire Danger Statement each morning from April 1 to October 
31. 

 
The penalty for a first offense is an infraction and is a $500 fine.  A second offense 
may be charged as a Class B misdemeanor which carries a one year sentence and 
a fine of $1,000. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the off-sale beer license application 
from Jeff Ketterling.  Voting aye: Anderson, Patten, Chinn, Cayko; Voting nay:  Lawlar; 
motion carried. 
 
Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Lawlar to attend the County Canvassing Board on 
June 16. 

http://www.nd.gov/des/info/�


 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a bill of sale for a bridge on Cherry 
Creek in the W1/2 of Section 8, Township 149 North, Range 97 West.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the three year proposal from Eide Bailly 
for auditing services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Following noon recess fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept this bid.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
County Engineer John Holter and Dan Neprash updated the Board on road matters including 
projected time line on dirt work, need for a change of fluid for paving, and dust control.  
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the Community Development Block 
Grant awarded in the amount of $30,000 and proceed to bid for the elevator project as soon 
as possible.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board received a letter from Emanuel Stroh reporting that Dunn County would participate 
in the improvements at McKenzie Bay in the amount of $25,000 cash plus the engineering 
estimated at $15,000.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to grant $25,000 to the 
Watford City Park District as lessee for the area to be used for access improvements at 
McKenzie Bay.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the recommended changes to the 
Personnel Policy, as follows, to be effective June 1, 2008: 
 
 

401  TIMEKEEPING 
Accurately recording time worked is the responsibility of every nonexempt 
employee and their Department Head.  Federal and state laws require the County 
to keep an accurate record of time worked in order to calculate employee pay and 
benefits.  Time worked is all the time actually spent on the job performing assigned 
duties.  Time worked shall be recorded to the nearest quarter hour.  All time sheets 
must be signed by the employee and approved by their supervisor before a pay 
check will be issued. 
 
Nonexempt All employees, except elected officials, should will accurately record 
the time they begin and end their work, as well as the beginning and ending time of 
each meal period.  They should will also record the beginning and ending time of 
any split shift or departure from work for personal reasons. Overtime work must 
always be approved before it is performed.  All hours in the regular 40 hour work 
week will be accounted for as time worked or as leave time for sick, vacation, 
bereavement, personal days or unpaid time off. 
 
Tampering, altering, or falsifying time records, or recording time on another 
employee's time record may result in disciplinary action, including discharge and 
possible criminal charges. 



403  PAYDAYS 
All employees are paid monthly on the Fourth Friday of the month.  , but your 
actual payday may vary by department.  Your Department Head or supervisor will 
advise you of your pay schedule.  Each paycheck will include earnings for all work 
performed through the end of the previous payroll period.  Calendars with the all 
relevant dates for payroll related activities will be available each year prior to the 
end of the first pay period. 
 
In the event that a regularly scheduled payday falls on a day off (e.g., a weekend or 
holiday), employees will be advised by their supervisor when they will be receiving 
their pay check. 
 
502  WORK SCHEDULES 
Effective May 1, 2008, all departments of the county will work a minimum of a forty 
hour week.   
 
The work week for the Sheriff's Department dispatchers, begins at 8:31 a.m. on 
Sunday and ends at 8:30 a.m. the following Sunday. 
 
For the Sheriff's deputies, the work period is a series of 28 consecutive days which 
began on January 28, 1990 at 8:31 a.m. 
 
For all other county employees, the work week begins at 12:01 a.m. on Sunday 
and ends at 12:00 midnight the following Saturday. 
 
Work schedules for employees vary throughout McKenzie County.  Supervisors will 
advise employees of their individual work schedules. 
 
Staffing needs and operational demands may necessitate variations in starting and 
ending times, as well as variations in the total hours that may be scheduled each 
day and week. 
 
Inclement Weather:  In case of extreme weather, a decision will be made and 
announced by the Chairman of the County Board as to the hours of operation or 
closing of County Offices.  When all offices are closed by such announcement, 
employees will receive time off with pay, except as other conditions of employment 
may dictate.  Should an employee choose not to attend work due to inclement 
weather when the County offices are still open, that employee may choose to have 
the time off charged to either personal leave, vacation, or leave without pay. 
 
502.1 FLEXIBLE TIME 
It is expected that all employees will be in their usual work place during regular 
work hours.  (Depending on the department, this means either a 37.5 or a 40 hour 
week.)  However, the Board recognizes that on occasion, this is not possible.  If an 
employee must be away from their work place for short periods, and if work 
requirements permit, and with supervisor approval, an employee may occasionally 
make these hours up outside the usual work hours for that department, rather than 
using vacation or sick leave, or taking unpaid leave.  If the employee is allowed to 
make up the missed time, it must be within the same week and under the 40 hour 



guidelines of the U.S. Department of Labor and the North Dakota (state) wage and 
hour guidelines. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to increase the mileage reimbursement for use 
of personal vehicle to 50.5 cents per mile.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the utility permit application submitted 
by Diamond Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the ratification of the North Branch-
Devonian Unit proposed by St. Mary Land and Exploration.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute the right of way request to the State 
Land Department for Section 36, Township 149 Range 96.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM until Tuesday, July 1, 2008, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 

 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

July 1, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on July 1, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  Pledges of Assets from the appointed 
depositories were reviewed. 
 
 Moved by Chinn seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented, including the pledges of assets, and the bills as listed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on Veterans Service matters and the new flag poles for the 
courthouse and the visitors center.  Alexander Fire has its new siren.  He is now the 
Commander-Elect for the North Dakota American Legion. 
 
 David Drovdal reported on the plans for the Volunteer Appreciation event scheduled 
for July 8. 
 
 Ron Rankin reviewed activity in the Sheriff’s department. 
 
 City Engineer Lowell Cutshaw asked via the County Auditor that the tipping fees be 
waived for demolition materials from the Hanna Building and the Pioneer Museum.  
Consensus was to allow this.   



 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve change order #2 on the 
fairgrounds toilet facilities.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko updated the Board on the East Fairview lagoon improvements 
project.  At the site visit prior to bid, some options were suggested that would reduce the cost 
of the project.  These options will be incorporated in the plans. 
 
 Work hours at the Library and in the Sheriff’s department were reviewed.  No changes 
will be made at the Library at this time.  It is the consensus of the Board that the annual 
salaries for the deputies covers all hours worked up to the overtime hours stipulated by 
federal law which are 171 hours in a 28 day period. 
 
 Linda Svihovec and Carol Kieson, representing the Insurance committee, reported on 
a meeting with Blue Cross/Blue Shield representatives.  There are two wellness programs 
that could be implemented independent of the plan year.  One is a health club credit that 
would be only available to employees at individual option.  The other is an on-line program 
that requires all employees be enrolled which would assist employees and their dependents 
in developing a wellness plan.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to implement 
both programs effective October 1, 2008.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Meetings will be 
scheduled to explain the programs to employees. 
 
 The Commissioners and Auditor Olson enjoyed lunch courtesy of the Horizons 
program with the steering committee.  Members presented information on the various 
projects which have been undertaken by the program. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company 
and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of 
Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Leonard Hoffmann asked for a lower speed limit and signage in his area as there is a 
new oil well location and the travel is becoming unsafe.  County Engineer John Holter is to 
contact oil companies regarding county policies for roads off county roads. 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser discussed issues with finding and 
purchasing gravel and scoria. 
 Holter reviewed proposed projects, including a list of small paving and chip seal jobs .  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve chip seals on short stretches of Routes 
10, 36 and 55 and the Beet Dump road; overlay and seal Grassy Butte Main Street and 
Route 20 and re-do the courthouse parking lots.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve a seismograph permit 
presented by CGG Veritas.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed issues with oil company 
approaches off county routes.  A permit system would be good.   
 
 Ray Powell and Larry Novak reviewed plans for an addition to the rural fire hall in 
Alexander.  Estimate for the project is $300,000.  They are working on grants and collections 
from the surrounding townships. 



 
 Ben Weltikol and Rocky Prestangen reviewed the dive team formation and financing. 
 
 An executive session was declared at 3:15 PM as the Board consulted with attorneys 
H. Malcolm Pippin and Dennis Edward Johnson regarding a pending lawsuit.  Expert witness 
Roger Cymbaluk was also present.  The session was recorded and ended at 4:25 PM.   
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve utility permit applications 
from Jason Bowles, Reservation Telephone Cooperative, CGG Veritas and Hess 
Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to allow a $200,000 grant to Alexander 
Rural Fire Protection District.  Voting aye:  Cayko, Lawlar, Patten, Anderson, voting nay:  
Chinn; motion carried.  Chinn expressed concern that the plans were still in a very preliminary 
stage. 
 
 Chinn asked Chairman Cayko to appoint another Commissioner as agent with Patten 
regarding the Reichman lawsuit.  Cayko rejected his request. 
 
 Social Service Director Lois Reierson had asked if work needed on desks would be 
considered part of the remodeling project and if consideration would be given to including a 
vehicle in the 2009 budget.  The desk work should be in her expenditures to better track.  
Consensus was not to include the vehicle in the 2009 budget. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to make the following appointments: 
WEED CONTROL BOARD 4 year term - Sharleen Thompson; PARK BOARD 2 year term - 
Lee Stevens, and Raymond Mrachek; and HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 3 year terms - 
Barbara Bauman, Ronald A Anderson, and Nancy Rolfsrud.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to reject the bid of $5,000 offered by 
Gary Reichenberger for a tax deed parcel in the N ½  of Section 23, Township 152N, Range 
94W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:35 PM until July 22, 2008, beginning at 1 PM CDT.  This 
will be partly a joint meeting with the Watford City Council for beginning discussions 
regarding law enforcement options for the county and city. 
 
 

July 22, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on July 22, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. 
 
 Gary Reichenberger presented an offer on tax deed property.  After discussion, it was 
moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of $11,000 for a tract in the north 
½ of Section 23, Township 152N, Range 94 (undivided 1/3 interest).  Voting aye:  Cayko, 
Lawlar, Patten; voting nay: Chinn, Anderson; motion carried. 
 



 The City of Watford City, represented by Mayor Kent Pelton; Council Members 
Deanne Valenzuela, Alvin Wold, Brent Sanford, Justin Voll, Bruce Erickson, and Shane 
Homiston; Police Chief Daryl Vance; and City Administrator Lowell Cutshaw, met with the 
Board.  Also present were Sheriff Ron Rankin, Deputy John Fulwider and McKenzie County 
Farmer reporter Tina Foreman.  There was general discussion on merging city and county 
law enforcement.  The agreement in McLean County was presented and reviewed.  Some 
issues to be considered include coverage in Watford City, total staffing needed to cover 
shifts, percentage of calls now that might be city or county, and city/county cost share.  It was 
mentioned that there may not be any real cost savings but that the joint operation could be 
more efficient. 
  
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioners Anderson and Patten as the county 
representatives for a group to work with Sheriff Rankin and Chief Vance toward a draft 
proposal, to include staffing, budget and cost shares. 
 
 The City left the meeting at 1:50 PM.  There was additional general discussion with 
Sheriff Rankin until 2:00 PM. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to make the following appointments:  WEED 
CONTROL BOARD 4 year term - Gene Pojorlie; WATER RESOURCE BOARD 5 year term - 
Don Anderson; and NW HUMAN SERVICE CENTER COUNCIL 2 year term - Michelle 
Schoenwald.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko told the Board of a proposal from Williams County Vector Control that is in the 
preliminary stages and that would involve having the Air Force assist with larvacide for 
mosquitoes along the rivers. 
 
 Cayko relayed a request from Ray Powell to have landfill tipping fees waived for a 
building to be demolished prior to the expansion of the fire hall.  The request was approved.  
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute an agreement for the County 
Tax Director to serve as the Alex Township assessor.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to execute a contract with Bechtold Paving 
for the bottom courthouse parking lot.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 It is the consensus to continue with the rotation of agents for the NDIRF coverage.  
Next in rotation would be West Plains Insurance. 
 
 Anderson asked for a rescheduling of the December meeting which was then set for 
December 10, 2008.  Olson asked that the November meeting be changed from Election day 
and it was set for November 3, 2008. 
 
 Linda Svihovec passed out health insurance proposals for review prior to the next 
meeting. 
 
 Patten reported briefly on the Fairview ag project. 
 



 Cayko reported that Richland County Montana has granted money toward a new 
building proposed at the Eastern Agricultural Research Center at Sidney. 
 

Ray Mrachek thanked the Board for the work done by Ed Yadon with a county grader 
to contain a fire near his farm. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 PM until Tuesday, August 5, 2008, beginning at 9:00 

AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

August 5, 2008 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on August 5, 2008. Present: Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Lawlar and Patten; absent: Commissioner Chinn. Chairman Cayko called the meeting 
to order at 9:00 AM. 

 
David Drovdal reviewed the revenue and expenditures for the Volunteer Emergency 

Responders Appreciation event. The consensus is to continue with the event and July 7, 
2009, was set as a tentative date. 

 
The Treasurer’s report and the bill listing were reviewed. Moved by Patten seconded 

by Lawlar to approve the Treasurer’s report as presented, the bills as listed and the minutes 
with two corrections: at the July 1 meeting, the road permit discussed would only affect 
approaches; at the July 22 meeting, Commissioner Anderson voted nay on the motion to sell 
tax deed property. All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Interstate Engineering had sent the Chairman the results of the bid opening for the 

East Fairview Lagoon Improvements project. Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 
accept the bid of B & B Builders in the amount of $35,985. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jerry Samuelson handed out information on the money that comes into the county to 

veterans. Included in Homeland Security spending will be additional repeaters to improve 
radio coverage. He is working with radio and TV to air some safe driving spots. There have 
been two recent incidents reported to Workforce Safety. He will be attending the national 
American Legion convention in Phoenix later this month. 

 
Anton and Tom Novak talked to the Board regarding a new approach off Highway 85 

north of Alexander. The Board will talk to County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser. 
 
Jaret Wirtz updated the Board on the various water projects. The District is still in 

negotiations with the City of Watford City on rates for System 1. Signup meetings are 
scheduled for System 2 on August 13 and 20 at Keene. 

 
Steve Sanford, representing the McKenzie Rural Fire District, presented information 

on the need for a replacement for the 1985 tanker pumper. There has been an increase in 



types of calls for which the truck is underpowered and underequipped. Estimated cost just for 
a new truck is $240,000 to $250,000. Oil companies have been contacted for contributions. 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to grant $200,000 to McKenzie Rural Fire 
District toward the cost of a new truck, with the current truck to be offered to Grassy Butte 
Rural Fire District first, then to other county districts, at no cost. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mick Melius, Executive Director, Upper Missouri District Health Unit, was present for 

the hearing on the District’s 2009 budget. No public appeared for the district. Melius reviewed 
the financial condition of the district and explained the increase in the total request to the 
counties. The annual budget meeting of the District will be September 4, beginning at 8:30 
AM in the District office. 

 
Sheriff Ron Rankin reviewed department activities. Consensus is to add another 

deputy at this time rather than wait for the new budget year. 
 
Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 

Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company. Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Present for the Road department portion of the meeting were County Engineer John 

Holter, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser, and Steve Berg, Bechtold Paving.  
Holter had prepared a draft approach permit which was tabled until next meeting. He 

had estimates to replace the small storage building west of the courthouse. Tabled to next 
meeting. He had received plans from Russ Huotari, Richland County, MT, for the south 1/3 of 
the State Street project. Plans are done for the 4 mile project on Route 30. There has been 
no word from the Forest Service on the Route 13 job. Route 31 should be finished by the end 
of the month. Traffic will shift to the new alignment in a few days. The Novak job will be 
added to the list. Koeser reviewed the dust control work. Preparation required prior to dust 
control application was reviewed. 

 
McKenzie Healthcare Systems administrator Dan Kelly and board members Dyanne 

Johnsrud, Jim Renbarger, Doug Nordby, David Brenna, Doug Nenow, Michon Sax, Jane 
Swenson, and Larry Larsen met with the Board to review operations and request 
consideration of a grant to offset emergency room losses. The emergency room is a level 5 
trauma center and a vital service to a large area. There will be further discussion at the next 
meeting when the full board is present. 

 
The budget meeting was set for September 16, with the public hearing to be at 10:00 

AM. 
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the raffle application from the 

Grassy Butte Community Club. All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
Mike Dollinger and Carol Kieson reported on the progress and costs of the dust control 

test projects. Consensus to continue with the second application and to also do a single 
application on some areas. All will be reviewed in the spring. 

 



State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson and Clerk of Court Lanae Roos met with the 
Board regarding technology upgrades in the courtroom that have been approved by the state 
court administrator. Roos also reported that Rita Fischer has been involved in the new UCIS 
software. Johnson reported on a conference call that included Connie Brooks, Dale Patten 
and Keith Winter in regard to the BLM minerals, and on other pending legal matters. He also 
said that how prosecutions are to be handled should be included in any law enforcement 
agreements. 

 
The Board approved a request from County Recorder Ann Johnsrud to add an 

additional staff position. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:00 PM until Tuesday, September 2, 2008, beginning at 

9:00 AM CDT. 
 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 2, 2008 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on September 2, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten; Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to purchase a new mainframe server.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve utility permits requested by 
Bear Paw Energy, Bear Claw Energy, Reservation Telephone Cooperative and Hess 
Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the treasurer’s report and 
minutes as written, and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Keith Winter and Commissioner Chinn reported on a recent conference with Connie 
Brooks and State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson regarding the county’s interest in public 
domain minerals.  A special meeting will be scheduled for the full board to consult with the 
attorneys. 
 
 There was discussion of the joint law enforcement proposal and the request for 
underwriting of the local emergency room.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 
grant $100,000 for 2008 to the McKenzie County Healthcare System for emergency services.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar that the official response of the McKenzie 
County Board of Commissioners to the proposed wilderness plan on the Dakota Prairie 
Grasslands is to oppose it.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Commissioner Cayko left the meeting at 10:25 AM.  Vice Chairman Lawlar assumed 
the chair.  
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on the national American Legion convention and proposed 
North Dakota legislation concerning Veterans Service Officers.   
 
 Sheriff Rankin and Deputy Fulwider updated the Board on law enforcement matters.  
 
 Ross Sundeen, Brent Schwan, Robin Arndt, and Jim Tveter asked the Board to 
reconsider the request for assistance with a paving project at the Golf Course.  Last year’s 
minutes were reviewed.  The motion was contingent on the City of Watford City’s participation 
which has been committed now.  The commitment was affirmed. 
 
 Francis Bosch, Director, and Steve Kemp, Secretary of the Williams County Vector 
Control Board outlined proposals, including costs, of a cooperative effort using US Air Force 
aircraft to fog more of the river bottoms for mosquitoes.  They were requested to present 
more financial information at a future meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn left the meeting at noon to attend a meeting in Stanley regarding 
the proposal for wilderness on the Dakota Prairie Grasslands at which Senator Byron Dorgan 
will be present. 
 
 The meeting continued over lunch at the Dakotan where the Board heard a 
presentation on Measure #1, a measure placed on the ballot by the legislature which would 
establish a permanent oil trust fund.   
 
 The meeting reconvened at the courthouse at 1:15 PM.  Fuel bids were opened with 
bid submitted  by Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed projects and reported that he is 
looking for scoria and gravel sources.  
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adopt the standardized approach 
permit effective October 1, 2008.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on the completion of several projects.  Paving 
of the courthouse parking lots is expected to begin next week. 
 
 The Board recessed at 2:00 PM for a Park Board meeting, reconvening at 3:00 PM. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to allow November 28 and December 26 
as holidays with the courthouse closing at 4:30 PM on December 24.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Veeder reported that the Job Development Authority has a proposal for a preliminary 
cost estimate for development of the Liberty Hills Subdivision which was platted and annexed 
but currently has no city services.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to transfer 
$10,000 to the JDA to assist with the costs of this report.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 Water District Manager Wirtz has had a busy day signing up members for System 
Two, the eastern part of the county.  Veeder reported that they are still waiting to hear on the 
permit for Alexander that would provide water for that system.  Chase Wisness is working for 
Veeder and Wirtz as a co-op student. 
 
 Lois Reierson met with the Board regarding Williams County’s decision to withdraw 
from the joint powers agreement that has been in place for a sharing of a county social 
service director between the two counties.  She is working on the necessary paperwork to 
have the opening listed.  The position will be 2/5 administration and 3/5 social work. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to set the hourly salary at $8.50 for 
election workers who have attended a training session prior to the November election.  Salary 
for those who do not attend a session will be minimum wage.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ron Hecker, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service matters. 
 
 An opinion letter from State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson regarding wording in 
the abatement sections of property tax law was reviewed and tabled until all commissioners 
would be present. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:00 PM until September 16, 2008, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

2009 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2007 2008 2009 
 ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 126,580.72 135,127.00 165,602.00 
Clerk of District Court 148,167.90 154,690.00 179,000.00 
County Auditor 189,348.06 204,242.00 240,965.00 
County Treasurer 136,873.41 143,258.00 173,375.00 
State's Attorney 100,184.75 103,325.00 116,344.00 
County Recorder 156,888.46 167,922.00 212,978.00 
County Superintendent 54,402.26 58,268.00 67,978.00 
Tax Director 73,014.54 81,934.00 95,238.00 
Technology Services 49,192.11 80,600.00 78,000.00 
Custodian 112,391.60 91,871.00 105,335.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 86,091.57 72,500.00 85,200.00 
Building Fund 669,007.43 450,000.00 450,000.00 
Elections 354.25 38,430.00 1,000.00 
Landfill 75,911.56 83,799.00 437,616.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 13,895.26 14,750.00 15,500.00 
WSI Medical Expense  500.00 500.00 
Job Service 724.10 500.00 1,500.00 
Audit Fees 6,200.00 6,500.00 13,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 9,605.44 4,000.00 15,000.00 
GIS Project 7,048.76 20,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 2,599.99 6,000.00 6,000.00 



Property & Liability Insurance 14,965.35 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Telephone Service 3,258.03 3,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 1,967.40 2,000.00 1,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 8,106.64 8,500.00 9,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 11,237.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Postage 12,999.43 14,000.00 18,000.00 
Mailing Machine 3,692.93 6,000.00 4,800.00 
Copier Expense 7,744.02 7,500.00 8,500.00 
Computer Expense 61,350.62 45,000.00 45,000.00 
Miscellaneous 43,004.43 20,000.00 80,000.00 
Special Projects 248,505.00 350,000.00 600,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 7,452.53 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 2,000.00 2,000.00 3,000.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 1,020.00 1,020.00 
County Agent 26,000.00 76,150.00 88,000.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Assoc. 15,000.00 15,000.00 20,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 10,300.00 10,300.00 11,500.00 
County Weed Control 115,000.00 115,000.00 122,000.00 
Tourism & Recreation 40,046.81 43,125.00 52,138.00 
Job Development Authority 28,000.00 59,000.00 71,000.00 
Veterans Service  32,620.00 20,000.00 
Water Resource District 65000 54,000.00 93,000.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $2,793,632.36 $2,866,931.00 $3,817,589.00 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 476,073.91 439,121.00 573,585.00 
County Jail 238,210.45 246,455.00 279,965.00 
County Coroner 6,948.50 9,000.00 9,000.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 25,452.38 37,307.00 36,183.00 
Homeland Security 32,827.36 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 3,623.40 4,100.00 4,623.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 45,000.00 60,000.00 70,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 3,500.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $832,136.00 $859,483.00 $1,037,356.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $3,625,768.36 $3,726,414.00 $4,854,945.00 
    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 3,508,133.52 6,050,000.00 6,532,146.00 
County Human Services 544,376.45 571,950.00 604,100.00 
Veteran's Services 29,474.02 38,162.00 38,603.00 
County Agent 88,033.86 90,906.00 104,315.00 
County Park 19,459.16 25,650.00 25,650.00 



Public Library 94,317.04 110,100.00 121,590.00 
Social Security 87,283.19 3,815.00 4,574.00 
Water Resource District 87,071.58 106,375.00 123,668.00 
Weed Control 277,346.51 274,200.00 306,314.00 
Job Development Authority 107,982.20 112,964.00 119,333.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 85,902.83 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 26,751.76 25,000.00 25,000.00 
District Health Unit 62,043.16 62,000.00 62,000.00 
Historical Society 7,421.44 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $5,300,596.72 $7,834,122.00 $8,430,293.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $8,926,365.08 $11,560,536.00 $13,285,238.00 
 
 

September 16, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on September 16, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten; Auditor Olson.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  Also present was Michon Sax. 
 
 Charles McNaney, Butch Fleck, Bennie Lange and Bobby Carson met with the Board 
to discuss the need of a new fire truck for the Grassy Butte District.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to grant the Grassy Butte Rural Fire Protection District $130,000 
toward a new engine.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Allen Domagala reported on the September 4, 2008, bid opening for the elevator project at 
the courthouse.  Beard Construction, Watford City, entered a prime bid of $319,900 plus 
$9,200 for Alternate G-1.  Tooz Construction, Dickinson, entered a general base bid of 
$381,000 plus $8,000 for Alternate G-1.  CA Contracting, Dickinson, entered a mechanical 
bid of $11,966.  Selid Plumbing and Heating, Williston, entered a mechanical bid of $8,700.  
No bids for electrical were received.  Decision was tabled until October 7, 2008.  Bid are good 
for 45 days. 
 
 The remainder of the day was spent reviewing department budgets with the officials 
and department heads.  
 
 No citizens appeared for the public hearing that was scheduled for 10:00 AM.  Dale 
Swenson was present for a portion of the meeting in the morning. 
 
 The Board reviewed the opinion from State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson 
regarding the tax abatement.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to deny the 
application for abatement and settlement of taxes submitted by Cameron Arnegard on the 
basis of the State’s Attorney’s opinion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to again sponsor public service spots for 
the anti-drug and drinking campaign on KDSR.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the utility permit for the Water 
Resource District to cross County Route 30.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Mrs. Sax left the meeting at 5:00 PM. 
 
 The Board completed review of the preliminary budgets submitted.  Moved by Chinn 
and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2009 

       
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 2nd day of September, 2008, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2009 and 
 
      WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of this County 
on the 10th day of September, 2008, together with a notice of such hearing on the preliminary 
budget, such hearing being held on the 16th day of September, 2008,  
 
      NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby adopted as 
the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2009, through December 31, 2009, and 
there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money for the purposed hereinafter set 
forth, namely: 
 

2009 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2008 2009 2009 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 135,127.00 165,602.00 164,602.00 
Clerk of District Court 154,690.00 179,000.00 176,500.00 
County Auditor 204,242.00 240,965.00 240,965.00 
County Treasurer 143,258.00 173,375.00 173,375.00 
State's Attorney 103,325.00 116,344.00 113,344.00 
County Recorder 167,922.00 212,978.00 212,978.00 
County Superintendent 58,268.00 67,978.00 67,978.00 
Tax Director 81,934.00 95,238.00 95,238.00 
Technology Services 80,600.00 78,000.00 78,000.00 
Custodian 91,871.00 105,335.00 105,335.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 72,500.00 85,200.00 85,200.00 
Building Fund 450,000.00 450,000.00 450,000.00 
Elections 38,430.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Landfill 83,799.00 437,616.00 287,616.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 14,750.00 15,500.00 15,500.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Audit Fees 6,500.00 13,000.00 13,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 4,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
GIS Project 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 



Property & Liability Insurance 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Telephone Service 3,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 2,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 8,500.00 9,000.00 9,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Postage 14,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Mailing Machine 6,000.00 4,800.00 4,800.00 
Copier Expense 7,500.00 8,500.00 8,500.00 
Computer Expense 45,000.00 45,000.00 45,000.00 
Miscellaneous 20,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
Special Projects 350,000.00 600,000.00 600,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 2,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 1,020.00 1,020.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Assoc. 15,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 10,300.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 43,125.00 52,138.00 52,138.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT$2,530,161.00 $3,423,589.00 $3,267,089.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 439,121.00 573,585.00 607,785.00 
County Jail 246,455.00 279,965.00 279,965.00 
County Coroner 9,000.00 9,000.00 9,000.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 37,307.00 36,183.00 36,183.00 
Homeland Security 60,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,100.00 4,623.00 4,623.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 60,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 3,500.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $859,483.00 $1,037,356.00 $1,071,556.00 
    
SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $3,389,644.00 $4,460,945.00 $4,338,645.00 
    
TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS    
County Agent 76,150.00 88,000.00 88,000.00 
County Weed Control 115,000.00 122,000.00 122,000.00 
Job Development Authority 59,000.00 71,000.00 71,000.00 
Veterans Service 32,620.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Water Resource District 54,000.00 93,000.00 93,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS 336,770.00 394,000.00 394,000.00 
    
TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $3,726,414.00 $4,854,945.00 $4,732,645.00 
    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 275,000.00 275,000.00 



County Road & Bridge 6,050,000.00 6,532,146.00 5,750,146.00 
County Human Services 571,950.00 604,100.00 604,100.00 
Veteran's Services 38,162.00 38,603.00 37,929.00 
County Agent 90,906.00 104,315.00 103,990.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 110,100.00 121,590.00 121,590.00 
Social Security 3,815.00 4,574.00 4,574.00 
Water Resource District 106,375.00 123,668.00 123,668.00 
Weed Control 274,200.00 306,314.00 303,801.00 
Job Development Authority 112,964.00 119,333.00 119,333.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
District Health Unit 62,000.00 62,000.00 62,000.00 
Historical Society 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $7,834,122.00 $8,430,293.00 $7,644,781.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS$11,560,536.00 $13,285,238.00 $12,377,426.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2008 

 
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 2nd day of September, 2008, set forth in budget form 
the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County office, 
department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 2009, and indicated 
thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such appropriations, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 10, 2008, 
and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 16th day of 
September, 2008, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 10:00 AM , 
and 
 
      WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the calendar year 
2009 as heretofore set forth, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is hereby 
levied a tax for the year 2008 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the purposes 
set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $749,081.00 to be divided and apportioned 
to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as follows: 
 

County General Fund  $ 0.00 
County Human Services Fund  $ 76,845.00 
County Road & Bridge Fund $ 201,153.00 
Special Revenue Funds  $ 377,628.00 



Unorganized District Road Fund $  93,455.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:00 PM until September 17, 2008 , beginning at 3:00 PM 
CDT for consultation with legal counsel. 
 

September 17, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on September 17, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten; Auditor Olson.  Absent:  Commissioner Cayko.  Vice 
Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 3:00 PM.  Also present were State's Attorney 
Dennis Edward Johnson and Keith Winter. 
 
 As the purpose of the meeting was to meet with legal counsel regarding options in 
regard to public domain mineral interests, an executive session was declared at 3:05 PM 
when a telephone call was initiated to Connie Brooks.   
 
 The executive session ended at 4:20 PM.  There was discussion in open session 
regarding options in pursuing approximately 10,000 acres of royalty interests not currently 
recognized by the Bureau of Land Management.  State's Attorney Johnson reviewed possible 
time lines and costs.  A decision was tabled until Commissioner Cayko is present. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:40 PM until October 7, 2008,  beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

October 7, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on October 7, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  She said that Mel Kambeitz and Chris 
Brown from NRG Technology Services would be attending the department meeting in the 
morning to review procedures in our contract. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Carol Kieson and Mike Dollinger reported on the dust control test projects.  There was 
discussion about doing an entire stretch, possibly Route 12, next year.  There was also 
discussion about setting pricing policies for adjacent landowners. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that he has had lots of comments on the PSA’s for public 
safety that have been aired.  Discussion of requesting additional Highway Patrol through the 



Governor’s office.  The local match for a Public Safety Interoperable Communications grant 
will come from the E911 fund.  The 2008 Homeland Security grant is only $10,000.  The 
command vehicle required repairs for a gas leak and may need roof repairs.  Samuelson 
expressed appreciation for the additional funding for transportation for veterans. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on his department.  Complaints in all areas, 
especially traffic, have increased since July.  He is still short one dispatcher.  An additional 
deputy has been hired.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to solicit quotes from 
the local dealers for an additional patrol vehicle.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz, Water Resource District Manager, and board members Denton Zubke and 
Gene Veeder updated the  Board on the water projects.  Sign ups are continuing for all 
projects and funding being pursued for construction of Systems Two and Four.   
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on the recent annual meeting of the North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties.  A resolution was adopted to remove all caps 
from the oil & gas production tax allocations to counties, cities, and schools.  He may work 
with nearby counties to develop a separate proposal to only increase the caps by two million 
with the increase going only to counties and cities as the revenue affects the schools’ state 
aid. 
 
 Ron Hecker, McKenzie District Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service matters.  
He reported that the Grazing Association is requesting additional funding for conservation 
projects.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to allow the McKenzie County 
Grazing Association to retain an additional 25% of grazing fees to continue with the program 
of conservation projects.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 Hecker also reported that contracts are being awarded for the prairie dog eradications.  
Proposed actions for the travel plan should be ready for comments by early winter.  The EA 
for the Southwest Water pipeline is in the comment stage. 
 
 Following noon recess, Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by  
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Lawlar to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present while Don Sivertson and Larry Nelson discussed the condition and possible work to 
be done on Route 12.  Due to heavy truck traffic and dust conditions, there are a lot of safety 
concerns on this road.  This road is on the list for next year. 
 
 Koeser reported that he is still looking for scoria.  Four trucks are due for trade.  There 
was discussion of purchasing from the state bid and then selling the trades.  This will be 
researched.   
 There was discussion of what would be needed in the line of equipment and 
manpower to ramp up the dust control program.  Some townships have expressed interest in 
participating. 
  
 Holter presented the edited cattle guard permit which was approved.  It will be posted 
to the web page with other permits.   



 
 Chairman Cayko reported that a change has to be made to the lift pump at the East 
Fairview lagoon as parts cannot be obtained for the current configuration.  Consensus is to 
complete the project. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve a cattle guard permit for 
Route 12 submitted by Leif Jellesed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson reported on discussions for the joint law enforcement department.  
Consensus to continue negotiations with a first year cost of $325,000 to the city the first year.  
The contract for jail/dispatch would be ended. 
 
 Patten and Anderson reported that they and Lois Reierson had interviewed two 
applicants yesterday for the Social Services Director position.  
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed the trial last week and reported 
that criminal filings are up, especially juveniles.  He was given a copy of a summons served 
on Chairman Cayko and Auditor Olson by Cameron and Susan Arnegard in a tax abatement 
matter.  He will answer it for the county. 
 Johnson, Clerk of Court Lanae Roos and Recorder Ann Johnsrud discussed with the 
Board the increased traffic of landmen and where to put them. 
 Johnsrud reported that the entire land record data base had been sold again.  She 
also discussed plans to use a portion of those proceeds to repair and protect the paper 
records. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve utility permit applications 
submitted by Bear Paw Energy and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder and Jerry Bergman informed the Board of a request made to the Job 
Development Authority by Mike Bergman, Chairman of Fairview Ag Processing.  The railroad 
spur by the elevators needs work.  Chairman Cayko stated that a variety of businesses in the 
area could benefit from the spur.  The county would be able to get its product for dust control 
brought in by rail.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to grant $100,000 to Job 
Development Authority toward an upgrade to the rail spur to serve several businesses and 
enhance ag marketing.  Voting aye:  Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar, and Anderson; abstaining due to 
a conflict of interest: Patten; motion carried.   
 
 Mark Feland, RDO Equipment, and LeRoy Defoe, County Landfill Operator, met with 
the Board to discuss landfill equipment.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to bid 
a new landfill type compactor with opening on December 10, 2008, at 4:30 PM.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Defoe also asked that the agreement with Watford City be reviewed. 
 
 Further discussion on the applicants for Social Services Director.  Beginning salary 
was set for the position of director and for the open social worker position.  
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to set the minimum sales price at $1,300 for 
Lot 4 Block 5, 2nd Addition to Watford City and $1,800 for Lot 4 Block 1, Weber Addition to 
Alexander, with the hearing to be at 2:30 PM on November 3.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to re-appoint Wally Johnson to a five 
year term on the McKenzie County Housing Authority, to accept the resignation of Virginia 
Wehrung, with regret and appreciation, from the same, and to appoint Larry Nygaard to fill 
the unexpired term.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Lawlar to the County Community 
Foundation Advisory Board.   
 
 After discussion, it was decided to ask Connie Brooks for a draft letter of engagement 
to deal further with legal matters, said letter to be reviewed by Commissioner Chinn and Keith 
Winter, and final decision after consultation with State's Attorney Johnson at the November 
meeting. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution in 
support of Constitutional Measure #1 which will be on the November 4 ballot: 
 

WHEREAS, during the 2007 session, the ND House of Representatives and the 
ND Senate concurred on Resolution No. 3045 which submits a Constitutional 
Measure to the qualified electors of North Dakota at the general election to be 
held in 2008, in accordance with section 16 of article IV of the Constitution of 
North Dakota, and; 
 
WHEREAS, this Constitutional measure would add a new section to Article X of 
the North Dakota Constitution, establishing a permanent oil tax trust fund from 
oil and gas tax revenue exceeding one hundred million dollars per biennium, 
adjusted for inflation; interest earnings on the trust fund being transferred to the 
general fund each year; and no more than twenty percent of the principal of the 
trust fund being available for spending each biennium, and only if approved by 
three-fourths of the members of both houses of the legislature, and; 
 
WHEREAS, the Trust Fund would be funded only after the Common Schools 
Fund, Foundation Aid, Water Resources Trust Fund, Oil and Gas Impact Fund, 
Counties, Cities and School Fund and the Oil and Gas Research Fund have 
received their statutory funding, and; 
 
WHEREAS, it is our belief that the adoption of this measure will ensure oil tax 
revenues are available to the state long after oil resources are depleted; that it 
guarantees our state has funds in the future for education, infrastructure and 
other essentials services; and that the permanent oil trust fund is a legacy that 
will benefit ND citizens far into the future; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County, North Dakota, does hereby go on record in support of the 
passage of Constitutional Measure No. 1 and the establishment of a permanent 
oil trust fund for North Dakota. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolution opposing 
Initiated Measure #2 which will be on the November 4 ballot: 
 

WHEREAS, on November 4, 2008, North Dakota voters will be asked to vote on 
Initiated Measure No. 2, which would reduce personal income tax rates by 50% 
and corporate rates by 15%, with some exceptions, and; 
 
WHEREAS, based on the most recent tax department projects, this measure, if 
adopted, would reduce State General Fund revenues by $419 million, and; 
 
WHEREAS, passage of this bill will undoubtedly reduce the State’s ability to 
address highway funding needs, property tax relief, and human service 
financing issues which are so critical to the economic health of our State; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners does hereby go on record in opposition to the passage of 
Initiated Measure No. 2, encourages county officials to inform citizens of the 
possible reductions of services and probable increase of property taxes 
resulting from reduced revenues, and encourages a “NO” vote on Measure No. 
2, and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners urges that the North Dakota County Commissioners 
Association and the North Dakota Association of Counties, meeting in annual 
session October 13 and 14, 2008, also adopt resolutions supporting a “NO” 
vote on Measure No. 2. 

 
Voting aye:  Cayko, Anderson, Patten, and Lawlar; voting nay:  Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve a raffle permit for Yellowstone 
SD #14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:10 PM, until Monday, November 3, 2008, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

November 3, 2008 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on November 3, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 Dave Uhlich related to the Board his intention to take training to become a certified 
paramedic. 



 
Moved by Lawlar seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 

Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson updated the Board and explained a project to purchase all new 
memorial flags for use on Main Street in Watford City.  Donations have been coming in from 
all over the county.  He has been attending meetings to develop more awareness of the role 
of the local Veterans Service Officer. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin introduced Dispatchers Kellea Dionysus and Tam Engelbrecht and 
Deputy Christian Jones.   Deputy Fulwider was also present.  Sheriff Rankin reported on a 
traffic safety meeting, a saturation patrol that gave good results,  that Deputy Fulwider had 
found a grant for in car cameras and that he is still short in dispatch.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Lawlar to approve a $2.00 per hour shift differential for night shift 
dispatchers effective November 1.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Proposals for a new patrol 
vehicle were received. S & S Motors offered a new 2008 Chevy Tahoe 4 x 4 for $34,787.  OK 
Implement offered a 2009 Durango SLT 4 x 4 for $31,875.  Rankin is to review and report 
back. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water projects, including their 
efforts to obtain funding for construction and to establish a water supply for system four. 
 
 Rankin and Fulwider reported that both vehicles proposed meet all specifications.  
 
 Mark Schneider, Chief Meteorologist for ND Cloud Modification Inc, presented the 
2008 season report.  Orville Hellandsaas and Eldean Flynn were also present. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve utility permit applications from 
Bear Paw Energy, Cecil Murray, Hess Corporation, Montana Dakota Utilities, McKenzie 
Electric Cooperative, and Reservation Telephone Cooperative; and approach permit 
applications from Franz Construction, Empire Oil Company and Continental Resources.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the raffle permit application from 
the Grassy Butte Firemen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to grant Dave Uhlich $3,000 toward 
paramedic training.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Suggested funding levels for the Self-insurance plan were discussed.  Monthly rates 
for 2009 will be $515.78 for a single policy, $860.11 for the single plus dependent policy and 
$1,270.49 for a family policy, with the county paying 100 % of a single policy and 85% of a 
single plus dependent or family plan. 
 
 Following noon recess County Engineer John Holter reported on various projects.  He 
is working on obtaining some right of way for Route 18 that is in an estate.  A lower speed 
limit should be considered on the state line road south of the cemetery as it is showing impact 
from traffic already.  Bear Creek pipe has not been installed yet; possibly next week, 
depending on weather.  Dust control projects are finished for the season. 



 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company 
and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid of 
Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser discussed the need for additional help in 
the shop for next season and staffing for dust control.  He is still trying to locate additional 
sources of surfacing materials.  Prices to be paid were discussed.  He reported on 
discussions with Nelson International to obtain trucks under the state bid.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Lawlar to purchase four International trucks through this process.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept bids December 
10 for snow equipment for the new trucks.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to accept the quote from OK Implement and 
purchase the 2009 Durango for the Sheriff’s Department. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 No one appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices of tax deed property.  
The City of Alexander had offered to purchase the property there under the provisions of 
North Dakota Century Code 57-28-19 for the minimum of $1,800 as previously set.  Moved 
by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to execute a county tax deed to the City of Alexander for 
Lot 4 Block 1 of Weber’s Addition to Alexander.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to renew the county permit agreement 
through the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute the proxy for the annual meeting 
of the Noridian Mutual Insurance Company, voting for the re-election of directors.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tim Nelson and Dale Naze met with the Board regarding projects at the Fairgrounds 
this summer.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant the Fair Board $7,000 for 
capital projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to re-enroll in the medical/dependent care 
flex plan through TASC, with a limit of $3,600.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed pending legal matters with the 
Board.   
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Chinn to the county canvassing board to 
meet November 10. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:50 PM until Wednesday, December 10, 2008, beginning 
at 9:00 AM CST. 
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December 10, 2008 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on December 10, 2008.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM. 
 
 Amy Fast introduced herself as the new Social Services Director and also introduced 
the new Social Worker Stephanie Frenzel. 
 
 Anderson nominated Lawlar as chairman. Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten 
that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Lawlar.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Lawlar nominated Chinn for vice chairman.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Chinn.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Lawlar assumed the chair.  Chinn expressed appreciation to Cayko for his leadership 
the past two years. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  She also presented the 2009 NRG 
Technology Services contract.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute the 
contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chinn reported on the Missouri Basin Summit which he attended in Williston 
yesterday. 
 
 Representative David Drovdal stopped in for a few quick comments on possible oil & 
gas related legislation. 
 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin introduced dispatcher Leah Black Hawk.  He reported that 
accidents are up, especially those resulting from falling asleep at the wheel.  There is another 
saturation patrol underway today and an all hands meeting scheduled for this afternoon. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the various water projects.  
Funding is being sought for all projects.  Development of System Four has depleted 
resources in the levy fund.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to transfer $25,000 
to the Water Resource District from the General Fund to keep the projects moving.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Steve Kemp, Secretary of the Williston Vector Control District, reported further on the 
proposal to use US Air Force aircraft for larvaeciding  in the river bottoms.  About half of the 
area covered would be on the McKenzie County side.  The chemical would be the only cost.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to participate at 50% up to $50,000 in the costs of 



the program involving the Air Force.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The possibility of a two 
county “super” vector control district was briefly discussed. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits requested by Bear 
Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve approach permits requested by 
Bill Trotter, Don Sivertson and Continental Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the following liquor licenses:  
Watford City Golf Club:  on/off beer and liquor with Sunday; Eagles Aerie #3543: on/off beer 
and liquor with Sunday;  Roland/Judy Dahl DBA TJ’s Pizza & Suds:  on/off beer and liquor 
with Sunday;  Jerome Carr DBA Long X Saloon:  on/off beer and liquor with Sunday.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the Juvenile Accountability Block 
Grant Certificate of Award.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter was present while Ron Hecker, McKenzie District 
Ranger, updated the Board on Forest Service related matters.  Included in the discussions 
was the Route 13 project, prairie dog controls and a new travel plan. 
 
 Following noon recess, Jeff Dodds met with the Board to request a waiver of landfill 
fees for the demolition materials from the former Gierke building which is in the Renaissance 
Zone.  This was approved.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.  No other bid was submitted. 
 
 Bids for sanding/snow equipment were opened per advertised notice.  Bert’s Truck 
Equipment, Moorhead MN, submitted a cash bid for one of $39,121 or four for $156,484.  
After discussion, the bid bond was waived and a cashier’s check accepted in its stead and 
the bid from DTE, Dickinson, was opened.  DTE submitted a cash bid for one of $37,952 or 
four for $151,808.  County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser will review for compliance with 
specifications. 
 
 Koeser reported that he is still testing for surfacing materials but is concerned with 
what may be required for royalties.  He is to negotiate for best price.  Something will need to 
be done with Route 55.  Bechtold owners will be in the area and will look at it.  County 
Engineer John Holter said that Route 16 is also getting critical.  Various products were 
discussed.   
  
 Koeser reported that both bids checked out.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to accept the bid of DTE for 4 packages of equipment.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Tim Cayko, Weed Board Chairman, introduced the new Weed Control Officer, Cherri 
Weyrauch, who will be starting January 1.  Three doors on the shop need to be replaced in 
January.  This can come from the General Fund Building line item.  They are also looking at a 



different  vehicle for the Control Officer, something that could later go into the fleet.  They are 
also looking at downsizing.  After discussion, it appears they have about $20,000 to work 
with.  They should get proposals from the local dealers and try to trade. 
 
 John Rolfsrud updated the Board on the fire hall project at Keene.  More has been 
completed than originally planned.  Elm Tree Township has contributed $15,000 toward the 
over-run.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to grant an additional $25,000 to the 
McKenzie Rural Fire Protection District for the Keene Fire Hall.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to contribute $500 toward the Southwest 
Night at the Legislature organized by the Dickinson Area Chamber of Commerce.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept a proposal from Jost Painting 
for work in the Memorial Lobby of the Veterans Memorial Building.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Dale Naze, Tim Nelson and Gene Veeder presented information on a sound system 
that Tim Melby has proposed for the Multi-Purpose Building at the Fairgrounds to replace the 
current malfunctioning system.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve this 
installation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A.J. Mock, Northwest Dakota Transportation, Darlene Johnson and Gen Hutmacher 
met with the Board to discuss public transportation in the county.  The service is through the 
Region 1 Senior Services but is available to anyone.  Currently it only operates in Watford 
City.  State and federal funding is being sought to extend the service to three rural routes as 
well.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant $1,000 toward administrative 
costs for a trial period of one year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was further discussion of holiday hours.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to close the courthouse at 2 PM on Christmas Eve.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Feland, Sales Representative for RDO Equipment, and LeRoy Defoe, County 
Landfill Operator, were present for the opening of an advertised bid for a trash compactor.  
Only RDO submitted a bid.  The cash price was $206,000; $34,000 was allowed on the trade 
for a net of $172,000.  Foam filling for the tires would be an additional $8,000.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid and add the foam for the tires.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed pending legal matters. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM until Tuesday, January 6, 2009, beginning at 9:00 
AM. 
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January 6, 2009 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on January 6, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report which included a request for 
designation of depositories and approval of the pledge of assets.  She reported that the 
ISeries mainframe was currently down and being repaired.  She reported that she had been 
reviewing corporate cell phone plans and was asked to continue. 
  
 Chairman Lawlar named the following committee to do a review of the personnel 
policy:  Linda Svihovec, elected official; Richard Cayko, commissioner; Gene Veeder, 
appointed official; Jodi Hanson, employee; Amy Fast, Social Services; Mark Koeser, Road 
Department. 
 
 Commissioner Patten left the meeting at 9:30 AM to respond to a call for jury duty. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to designate First International Bank & 
Trust, McKenzie County Bank and Dakota West Credit Union, all in Watford City, as 
depositories for the county for the coming year; and to accept the pledges of assets from 
these three financial institutions as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten returned to the meeting at 9:45 AM and was later informed that the case had 
settled and a jury would not be required. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve an approach permit application 
from Newfield Production Company and a pipeline permit application from Bear Paw Energy.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 There was discussion of the March meeting date as there is a conflict with the Officials 
Academy sponsored by the North Dakota Association of Counties.  Commissioners Cayko, 
Chinn and Lawlar and Auditor Olson will attend this workshop beginning at noon on March 
2nd and concluding with a legislative reception the evening of the 3rd.  It was decided to move 
the meeting to March 4 and begin at 11:00 AM. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson informed the Board of the upcoming Roughrider Honor Flight which 
is a program to take World War II veterans to Washington DC to visit the WWII Memorial.  
The Board indicated that there would be some support for this as the time gets closer. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on matters in his department.  He has filled the 
last dispatch position.  Deputy Jones started 12 weeks of academy training today.  There 
have been lots of weather related accidents!  The incident with the ambulance on December 
30 was briefly discussed. 
 
 Denton Zubke, Jaret Wirtz and Cory Chorne updated the Board on water projects. 



 
 Amy Fast, Social Services Director, met with the Board to answer any questions there 
might be.  She also said that a full length door is needed to replace the current half door into 
the office area, which was approved. 
 
 Stacy Arnegard presented information for a late Christmas party.  It was decided to 
start planning earlier this year for early December. 
 
 Chinn reported on an opinion received from Attorney General Stenehjem in response 
to a request from State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson regarding section lines.  This will 
be used in the continuing efforts to complete the roadless law suit. 
 
 Patten gave a brief update on the proposed Lutheran Social Services housing project. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with only one bid submitted 
by Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept this bid for 
all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cheryl Faulkner, Kerry Krikava, Ben Weltikol, Jan Riely, Virginia Ceynar, Jim 
Johnsrud, and Jerry Samuelson, along with John Holter and Mark Koeser, reviewed a 
situation with an ambulance being stuck in a ditch for an extended time on December 30.  
Sheriff Rankin and Head Dispatcher Tammy Evanson joined the group part way through the 
discussion.  There appears to have been some miscommunications.  Possible procedures for 
a similar situation in the future were discussed. 
 
 Koeser reported that their time is all snow!  He also mentioned that it has been very 
expensive to heat the Cartwright and Alexander shops.  Some alternate locations for a single 
new shop were discussed. 
 
 Carol Kieson asked about the policy for delinquent bills.  The current policy is to turn 
them over to the State’s Attorney after 12 months for collection and is to be followed.  Moved 
by Patten and seconded by Anderson to waive a bill to the landfill from Road & Bridge in the 
amount of $272.50.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 County Engineer John Holter reported on an inquiry regarding a road’s status as 
private or public, an economic stimulus proposal for 2009, and work needed on Route 55.  
Route 30 has been submitted to the state and will be in the March letting.   
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed the road status request with the 
Board and Holter.  Procedure in the future should be that no opinions will be given except at 
the request of the Board.  The section line opinion was very good.  It should be up to the 
individual inquiring to do the research if a road isn’t on the county’s established system. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM until February 3, 2009, beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 



 
February 3, 2009 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on February 3, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report, including the interest allocation for 
2008. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson presented the Board with paperwork on a 
proposed well and discussed the collections policy.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Chinn to execute the stipulation of interest and cross conveyance for two tracts in Section 27 
Township 152N Range 96W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the 2008 interest allocation as 
presented, retaining all interest earned in the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that he will be testifying in opposition to HB 1057 on 
Thursday, a bill relating to county veterans' service officers, governance of the veterans'  
home, the commissioner of the department of veterans' affairs, and the administrative 
committee on veterans' affairs. 
 
 Patten reported on a conversation with a Watford City Council member regarding 
consideration of moving the police department back to City Hall because of space restraints 
at the courthouse. 
 
 Cayko reported that he hasn’t been able to contact the person inquiring about a light at 
the railroad crossing in East Fairview, but that it appears to him that there is adequate light 
there. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the raffle permit application 
from the Keene Relay for Life team.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve approach and pipeline permits for 
McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Bear Paw and Burlington Resources.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to execute a lease on a .42 acre tract in 
Section 2 Township 151N Range 96W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the following board 
appointments:  JDA Board:  Betty Weber, Jim Pojorlie, Paul Wisness, Denton Zubke; Library 
Board:  Megg Hermanson; School Re-Organization Board: Jim Jacobson, John Johnston.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to deny an application for off sale beer 
from Mike Sheehan, DBA Mondak Trucking, Inc., as incomplete and have the Auditor return it 
with an explanation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Lawlar will attend the performance appraisals for the county extension 
agents on February 25. 
 
 Ray Powell reported on the progress on the addition to the fire hall in Alexander.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant an additional $86,000 toward 
completion of the building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Chinn reported on hearings he had attended in Bismarck regarding the caps on oil & 
gas taxes to the counties. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported that most of their hours have been 
snow related.  Anderson reported on discussions with Bechtold Paving for repairs on Route 
55.  This is a project that could come under the economic stimulus program that is proposed.  
Other discussions with Koeser and County Engineer John Holter included Route 16 overlay, 
Nohley road overlay and dust control. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to execute a scoria crushing and 
stockpile agreement with Wallace Tweden.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to execute the Construction and 
Maintenance agreements and the right of way certification for Project SC-2730(056), overlay 
and seal coat on 4 miles of Route 30.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board recessed at 2:00 PM for a Park Board meeting, reconvening at 3:30 PM. 
 
 Emanuel Stroh and Steve Stenehjem met with the Board regarding the on-going 
improvements to the access to McKenzie Bay.  The Board approved in-kind assistance with 
chip sealing if it can be worked into our road department’s schedule. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin was asked about the proposed move by the city officers back to 
the City Hall.  He agreed that space is an issue for both them and the county.  The only real 
change would be the lack of intercom communications.  It would be good to look at better 
utilizing some of the old jail area as well.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept 
bids on March 4 for a new patrol vehicle.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 LeRoy Defoe and Mike Dollinger presented the annual report for the landfill and 
information on a new oil burning heater for the shop and a vacuum system to aid in keeping 
the perimeter litter free.  They also asked about keeping the old compactor for use in the inert 
pit.  This was approved pending agreement from RDO who bid it as a trade on the new 
compactor.  The new heater was approved.  They are to bring recommendations to the next 



meeting for rate changes.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to purchase the litter 
vacuum if they are satisfied with the demonstration.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM until Wednesday, March 4, 2009, beginning at 11 
AM. 
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March 4, 2009 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on March 4, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 11:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy John Fulwider were present when bids were opened 
for a new patrol vehicle.  Bids submitted were:  S & S Motors - 2009 Chevy Tahoe with police 
package for $36,205 less $7,300 for the 2004 Dodge trade for a net of $28,905.  OK 
Implement - 2009 Dodge Durango for $32,625 less $3,750 for the trade for a net of $28,875.  
Bids were reviewed for compliance with specifications.  Rankin recommended the Tahoe as a 
heavier vehicle and a factory police package.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to 
accept the bid of S & S Motors for one Chevy Tahoe.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Rankin reported that the accident rate has been up considerably.  Costs are also 
increasing for prisoners and he has increased the fees. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser updated 
the Board on road matters.  Spring load restrictions will be the same as last year.   

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to let bids for cutting edges, culverts, 
crushing, bridge lumber, and two county projects - CP2727(009) and CP2716(009) on April 
14.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

Bids will be opened May 1 in Bismarck for STM-SC2755(053).  The county should get 
about $546,000 federal stimulus money for this project. 

Forest Service has plans for Route 13.  Storm water plans, NEPA and easements are 
still needed. 

Holter needs to check on the Bear Creek project status. 
Alan Sarver, Z & S Dust Control, Rapid City, gave an overview of his product, projects 

completed in the past for the county and pricing.  He stressed that dust control is a poor 
description, that it is really a surfacing stabilizer. 



 
Max Johnson and Chase Wisness attended a portion of the meeting for a government 

class. 
 
Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on water matters.  The District 

continues to pursue funding for the various projects.   
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to grant an off-sale beer license to 

Roughrider Truck Stop, Inc., subject to all laws and regulations, especially the construction of 
a separate room for the licensed sales.  Voting aye:  Cayko, Chinn, Anderson, Patten; voting 
nay:  Lawlar; motion carried. 

 
Chinn reported on the work being done to inventory royalties. 
 
Gene Veeder reported on the progress Lutheran Social Services has made on the 

housing project.   
State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported a full jail and some interesting, time 

consuming cases. 
 
 A call was taken on speaker phone from Dan Feige and Julie Lambert of 
Environmental Dust Control Inc.  They reviewed their product with the Board.  They have 
done projects in Billings County. 
 
 LeRoy Defoe reviewed rates with the Board.  He was asked to bring a printed list to 
the next meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve pipeline permits to Bear Paw 
Energy, Arrow Midstream Holdings and Hess Corporation and approach permits to Burlington 
Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to amend 2008 budgets as follows:  
increase County Commissioners to $139,581.23; increase Auditor to $213,395.17; increase 
Treasurer to $152,902.57; increase Recorder to $182,000.87; increase Superintendent  of 
Schools to $60,903.32; increase Tax Equalization to $82,728.51; increase Buildings and 
Grounds to $238,730.11; increase Misc. Non-Departmental to $1,220,683.54; increase 
County Sheriff to $528,992.76; increase County Jail to $291,682.75; increase County 
Coroner to $10,178.24; increase Disaster Emergency Services to $44,052.47; increase Risk 
Management to $4,117.92; increase Tourism & Recreation to $46,280.24; increase County 
Agent to $93,403.44; increase  County Park to $44,046.97; increase Water Resource 
District to $113,522.37; increase JDA to $115,330.58; increase Self-Insurance to 
$710,092.50; increase Document Preservation to $92,381.21; increase Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness to $7,525.89; increase E-911 to $67,518.86; increase Wireless E-911 to 
$13,145.85; increase Atmospheric Resources to $87,884.29; and increase County Fair to 
$27,988.16.  All additional expenditures were funded from cash on hand or unanticipated 
revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko had been asked that the Board discuss the possibility of a bridge 
over the Little Missouri River in McKenzie County.  Consensus was not to pursue it at this 
time.  The Auditor is to inform North Dakota Department of Transportation of this. 



 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve raffle permits for Rugged West 
Relay for Life, Badlands Shooting Club and Pheasants Forever.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to enter into a maintenance inspection 
contract with Trane and give notice to H.A. Thompson & Sons of intent to non-renew for the 
coming year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adopt the following emergency 
declaration: 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
 

WHEREAS, beginning on January 16, 2009, McKenzie County 
was subjected to  heavy snowfall with accumulations of up to 
twenty inches in some areas of the county; and  
 
WHEREAS, the heavy snowfall has resulted in many additional 
hours of work by the county road department in an effort to keep 
roads open for commerce, school and mail;  
 
WHEREAS, the cost of snow removal has adversely impacted 
available county and township resources; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie 
County Board of Commissioners declares a state of emergency 
and orders the activation and utilization of the County Emergency 
Operations Plan, its procedures, attachment and appendices to 
monitor the situation, alleviate hardship, and initiate appropriate 
relief actions and mitigation measures by departments and 
agencies of local government to limit the impact of this emergency 
upon the citizens of McKenzie County. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to sign a letter to state legislators in 
support of the bills which would remove the caps from the oil & gas production tax allocations 
and increase the funding for energy impact grants.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM, until April 7, 2009. 
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April 7, 2009 
 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on April 7, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  Discussion included Bankhead Jones 
allocations, oil & gas tax distribution and current status of SB2229 and HB1304. 
 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on his various activities.  He advised the need of a flood 
emergency declaration and is checking on need of a 2nd snow emergency declaration.  He 
and the road department are working on putting together information for an application for 
emergency funding. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reported that both bids from the March meeting for a new patrol 
vehicle had fallen through.  David Knudtson and Brent Sanford explained the current situation 
for obtaining vehicles and presented some alternatives to the bid vehicles.  Rankin also 
asked consideration of a credit card for the department to use for out of town trips. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water systems. They are still 
waiting to see what the legislation will be for the coming biennium.   
 
 Cameron and Susan Arnegard presented additional information during the hearing on 
their application for abatement and settlement of taxes for the year 2008.  Treasurer 
Svihovec was also present.  He stated that he has been asked to have a date set for oral 
arguments on his case in district court concerning the rejected application for 2007 taxes.  
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud updated the Board on the project to rescan the poorly done 
pages from an earlier project and reported on the progress with the annual book repair.  
Several books in the Auditor’s office will also be rebound.  She and Treasurer Svihovec also 
reviewed the need for having the GIS mapping more readily available, as there is no one 
currently able to provide this information when the Tax Director is absent. 
 
 Monte Hininger, Crude Processing Company, reviewed the company’s services for 
environmental clean up and the need for a variance on the amount time waste may be 
stockpiled prior to final disposal.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to grant the 
variance.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Darin Danielson, Earl Reidle, and Scott Buxbaum, Yellowstone Township supervisors, 
met with the Board to inquire about the plans for the road stabilization work this summer.  
The township would be willing to fill in short stretches that would facilitate maintenance.  Mike 
Dollinger and Carol Kieson were present for part of this discussion. The Township also 
requested assistance with a large culvert install.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 



Patten to furnish the culvert for the east end of 32nd ST NW in Yellowstone Township with the 
installation to be completed by the irrigation district.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed the road damages which resulted 
from the recent flooding due to spring melt and run off and discussed possible equipment 
replacements.  County Engineer John Holter also mentioned that Unit 72, a 2003 Ford F250, 
is due to be traded.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to replace three 2003 Sterling 
tractors and Unit 72, taking bids on June 2.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Holter reported that the equipment has been moved in for the Bear Creek culvert 
project.  
 There was a discussion of payments for fence as it relates to obtaining rights of way 
for projects. 
 
 Social Services Director Amy Fast inquired about any funding for recognitions or 
memorials.  It had been suggested that a brick be purchased at the Children’s Park in 
memory of Henry Skjelvik for his many years of service as a foster parent.  Consensus was 
to go forward with this. 
 
 Weed Control Officer Cherri Weyrauch brought to the Board’s attention a parcel of 
land between the Yellowstone River and the North Dakota/Montana state line that is badly 
infested and not very accessible.  She asked for help in determining ownership and how best 
to approach it.  She also asked about gas cards to facilitate filling the trucks.  Auditor Olson 
will check on the account to see what needs to be done to re-activate it.   
  
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson answered a number of questions for the 
Board on legal matters. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin reported back on the proposals for a new vehicle.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Cayko to purchase a used 2008 Chevy Tahoe as neither vehicle in the 
original bid process is available.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A delegation from Sioux Township, including Tim Denowh, Dean Oakland, Jan 
Anderson Linda Paulson and Elaine Tjelde, met with the Board regarding the bids which were 
taken for the new community building.  They are about $159,000 short for the project.  There 
was a discussion of the construction and maintenance plans.  Denowh stated that the 
Fairview Fire Department will consider stationing a pumper truck in Cartwright in addition to 
the grass fire truck.  A number of in-kind donations are also being given.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Patten to grant $160,000 to Sioux Township for the Cartwright Community 
Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tim Nelson met with the Board regarding the Fairgrounds.  They will need a small 
tractor for use as the one that has been loaned in the past will not be available.  He 
presented proposals from RDO Equipment - $27,574.46 - and Heggen Equipment - $21,850.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to grant the Fair Board $21,850 toward an 
equipment purchase.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Leroy Defoe presented a new fee schedule for the landfill.  He is projecting costs of 
$8.75 per cubic yard going forward.  RDO Equipment will be at the landfill tomorrow for 
training on the new equipment and commissioners are invited for a noon steak fry.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Cayko to adopt the new fee schedule for the landfill and to revise 



the waste disposal Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Watford City to $2,000 per 
year, effective January 1, 2010.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder reviewed the current status of the Lutheran Social Services housing 
project.  Commissioner Patten declared a conflict .  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to waive the conflict.  Voting aye:  Lawlar, Chinn, Cayko, Anderson; Not voting:  
Patten; motion carried.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to grant $50,000 to the 
Job Development Authority for housing development.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve a five year membership in the 
Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Association.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 District Ranger Ron Hecker reported on Forest Service matters, including the travel 
management plan and grazing agreements in the works.  The Department of Justice is still 
looking at the North Dakota Attorney General’s opinion on section lines in relation to the 
roadless law suit settlement.  Engineering has some questions on the Route 13 plans.  The 
Forest Service would like the county to request a regular easement from them for this project. 
 
 There was discussion regarding the current policy for removing and replacing fences 
along projects.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to adjust fencing payments to 
$1,500 to remove and $7,000 to replace, retaining the current policy standards and time limit 
of 2 years from completion of project.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Cayko, Patten, and Lawlar;  
voting nay:  Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 

County Government Week 
May 3-9, 2009 

“Greening Our Future” 
 

WHEREAS, the nation’s 3,068 counties provide a variety of essential public 
services to communities serving 300 million Americans; and  
 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County and all counties take seriously their 
responsibility to protect and enhance the health, welfare and safety of its 
residents in sensible and cost-effective ways; and 
 
WHEREAS, many county government initiatives and programs involve the 
protection of valuable and vulnerable environmental resources in communities; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties is the only national 
organization that represents county governments in the United States; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties created National County 
Government Week in 1991 to raise public awareness and understanding about 
the roles and responsibilities of the nation’s counties to meet the needs of the 
community; and 
 



WHEREAS, NACo and McKenzie County are working together to Restore the 
Partnership between all levels of government to better serve American 
communities; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Rick Lawlar, Chairman of the 
Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim May 3-9, 2009 as National 
County Government Week and encourage all McKenzie County officials, 
employees, schools and residents to participate in county government week 
activities. 

 
All voting aye, resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute the construction and 
maintenance agreement with North Dakota Department of Transportation for Project STM-
SC-2755(053).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Aldridge, Plains Marketing, had requested load restriction variances on Routes 
53 and 55.  Consensus is that there will be no additional variances from the past. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve approach permit applications 
from Bear Paw Energy and Burlington Resources and utility permit applications from Bear 
Paw Energy, Hess Corporation and Zenergy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 A request had been received to include a landfill ad on the Mandaree sports calendar 
for 2009, which was rejected. 
 
 A petition for the vacation of streets and alleys in the Country Club Acres Addition was 
reviewed and a hearing set for May 5, 2009, beginning at 11:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $549,845.35 from Bechtold Paving, 
Inc. received in the bid opening of March 20, 2009, for Project SC-2730(056) 
was the low bid received. 

WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County 

Commissioners of McKenzie County to award to Bechtold Paving, Inc. the 
contract for Project SC-2730(056) and hereby authorize the Chairman of the 
board to sign said contract. 

It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which 
are not collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 

 
All voting aye, resolution is adopted. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolution: 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
 



WHEREAS, beginning on March 21, 2009, temperatures in McKenzie 
County had been high enough to effect rapid snow melt; and 
 
WHEREAS, this resulted in creeks and rivers to overflow and cause 
flooding of residential areas; and 
 
WHEREAS, run off caused washing in road ways as well as some roads 
being completely washed out, resulting in many additional hours of work 
by the county road department, in an effort to keep roads open and safe 
for commerce, school and mail;  
 
WHEREAS, the cost of the water damages has adversely impacted 
available county and township resources already severely stretched by 
the long winter; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners declares a state of emergency and orders the 
activation and utilization of the County Emergency Operations Plan, its 
procedures, attachment and appendices to monitor the situation, 
alleviate hardship, and initiate appropriate relief actions and mitigation 
measures by departments and agencies of local government to limit the 
impact of this emergency upon the citizens of McKenzie County. 

 
All voting aye, resolution is adopted. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to distribute the Bankhead Jones payment 
as follows:    to the Townships - value of federal lands times township levy times two; to the 
school districts - the larger of the value of federal lands times school levy times two OR 
resident students times $400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   The Bankhead Jones 
distribution this year totaled $5,672,541.39. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to execute a proxy for the North Dakota 
Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting, indicating a vote for Ron Krebsbach as county 
representative.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute a scoria stockpile agreement with 
Craig and Carol Kieson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Cameron Arnegard application was reviewed.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the recommendation of the Arnegard Township Board and reject the 
application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:00 PM until April 14, 2009, beginning at 10:00 AM CDT. 
 

April 14, 2009 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on April 14, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 



 
Present for bid openings were County Engineer John Holter, County Road 

Superintendent Mark Koeser, Lowell Cutshaw, Steve Berg and Arlen Moran. 
 
Bids were opened per advertised notice for CP2727(009), Pavement overlay on the 

Nohley road as follows:  Bechtold Paving Inc. - $165,276.66; Franz Construction - 
$158,407.20; Bituminous Paving Inc. - $213,025.70; Northern Improvement Company - 
$240,250.11. 

Bids were opened per advertised notice for CP2716(009), Pavement overlay on part of 
County Route 16 as follows:  Bechtold Paving Inc. - $282,279.63; Franz Construction - 
$273,082.45; Bituminous Paving Inc. - $332,606.60; Northern Improvement Company - 
$379,648.70.  Engineering department will review bids and report back to the Board. 

 
Further discussion on the vehicles and equipment that may need replacing.  Koeser 

asked about adding another truck for hauling and another driver to help out with the dust 
control projects. 

 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept the bids of Franz Construction 

for CP2727(009) and CP2716(009).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Bids for scoria and gravel crushing were submitted per advertised notice by Sundre 

Sand and Gravel and by Susag Sand and Gravel.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko 
to accept both bids with priority being given to Sundre as the lowest bidder.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Bids for culverts were submitted per advertised notice by Johnston Fargo Culvert and 

Cretex West.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to accept both bids.   All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Bids for cutting edges were submitted by Tractor and Equipment Company.  Moved by 

Anderson and seconded by Cayko to reject the bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to advertise for bids for a truck tractor and 

trailer with no trade to be opened June 2. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Watford City Engineer Lowell Cutshaw and County Emergency Manager Jerry 

Samuelson met with the Board for a general discussion of flood plain mapping, ordinances 
required to be part of the national flood insurance program and mapping proposed by FEMA. 

 
Samuelson also reviewed the current status of HB1057 which would set requirements 

for veterans service officers. 
 
Sheriff Ron Rankin and Auditor Olson reviewed the options developed by Hulsing & 

Associates for the old jail area.  Cutshaw said that the city police department would prefer 
staying at the courthouse but that space is becoming an issue.  Hulsing will be asked to go 
forward with option 2 which includes moving the door of the detox cell and adding an 
overhead door on the south side for vehicle access. 

 



The meeting recessed at 12:00 noon, reconvening at 3:25 PM following lunch and a 
County Park Board meeting. 

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to purchase a mower for the Keene Park 

per proposal from Heggen Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve utility permits to Hess 

Corporation and Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Cayko will refer a group requesting a fireworks permit to the Sheriff’s 

Office as he issues those. 
 
Commissioner Chinn reported that HB 1304 is still being reviewed and that SB2229 

has been defeated. 
 
Commissioner Patten reported that there will be a bill from C.E. Brooks for some work 

on a response to the Forest Service’s proposed Travel Management Plan and that she has 
also sent a letter requesting enforcement of the lawsuit settlement.  Both charges will be 
shared as before by counties and grazing associations. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 3:45 PM until Tuesday, May 5, 2009, beginning at 9:00 AM 

CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

May 5, 2009 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on May 5, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  There was a discussion of HB 1304 
and an amendment in HB1324. 
 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Jerry Samuelson reported that the criteria has changed for the snow removal 
reimbursements and McKenzie County will qualify for some funds.  FEMA is here today 
looking at the road damages.  A need for better records on hours worked and projects was 
noted.  There was discussion of the requirements in HB1057 for Veterans’ Service Officer 
accreditation. 

 
 Ron Rankin and John Fulwider updated the Board on activities in the Sheriff’s 
Department. 
 



 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the progress to obtain funding for 
the various water projects. 
 
 Ross Sundeen was present for the hearing on a petition to vacate streets and alleys in 
the County Club Acres Subdivision.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to make 
the following declaration: 
 

DECLARATION VACATING STREETS, AVENUES AND ALLEYS 
 
 A Petition for the purpose of vacating the following described streets, avenues and 
alleys in the Country Club Acres Subdivision, McKenzie County, North Dakota, said 
Subdivision located in Township 150 North, Range 98 West, in McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, and more particularly described as follows, to wit: 
 

Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 ,5 ,6, 7, 8, & 9 of Block 1 and Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 ,5 ,6, 7, 8, & 9 of 
Block 2 of Country Club Acres Subdivision, McKenzie County, North Dakota 
according to the map or plat thereof on file and of record in the office of the 
County Recorder, McKenzie County, North Dakota 

 
having been filed with the McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners in compliance 
with North Dakota law Chapter 24-07 NDCC; and 
 
 Said Petition containing sufficient survey or description to dispense with the 
requirements of a survey required in Section 24-07-07 NDCC; and 
 
 Notice of said Petition and hearing dispense with pursuant to section 24-07-11 wherein 
more than 70% of the qualified electors who are owners or part owners of land bordering on 
the existing streets, avenues and alleys having signed the said Petition to vacate the streets, 
avenues and alleys; and 
 
 The McKenzie County Commission Board of Commissioners specifically finding that it 
would be in the best interests of the County to abandon, vacate and close said streets, 
avenues, and alleys, it is hereby ORDERED: 
 
THAT THE STREETS, AVENUES AND ALLEYS DEDICATED TO PUBLIC USE AS SHOWN 
ON THE PLAT FOR COUNTRY CLUB ACRES SUBDIVISION AND DESCRIBED ABOVE 
ARE HEREBY ABANDONED, VACATED AND CLOSED TO PUBLIC USE. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits to Bear Paw 
Energy, Reservation Telephone Cooperative, and Arrow Midstream Holdings.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following resolutions: 
 

Credit Card Resolution for the McKenzie County Sheriff’s Department 
 
It is resolved that: 



1. First International Bank is a depository for funds of McKenzie County 
2. This resolution is in effect until rescinded or modified in writing 
3. This resolution is in regard to a Visa credit card account and has no effect on any 

other accounts or transactions between First International Bank and McKenzie 
County 

4. The County hereby agrees to all the terms and conditions of the Visa credit card 
account 

5. The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, as elected from year to 
year, shall be the authorized agent to make changes to the credit limitations on 
this account, close the account, or change the authorized signature 

6. The name and signature of the current chairman appears below 
7. The authorized signatures on this account shall be as listed on Form CA-1, 

attached 
8. The authorized credit limit is $1,500.00 

 
 

Credit Card Resolution for the McKenzie County Weed Control Office 
 
It is resolved that: 

1. First International Bank is a depository for funds of McKenzie County 
2. This resolution is in effect until rescinded or modified in writing 
3. This resolution is in regard to a Visa credit card account and has no effect on any 

other accounts or transactions between First International Bank and McKenzie 
County 

4. The County hereby agrees to all the terms and conditions of the Visa credit card 
account 

5. The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, as elected from year to 
year, shall be the authorized agent to make changes to the credit limitations on 
this account, close the account, or change the authorized signature 

6. The name and signature of the current chairman appears below 
7. The authorized signature on this account shall be as listed on Form CA-1, 

attached 
8. The authorized credit limit is $1,000.00 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Arlen Flynn had requested reconsideration of a street vacation petition presented to 
the Board last year.  Mr. Flynn is to be asked to resubmit the petition at the June meeting. 
 
 Guy Rolfsrud presented additional information on proposed new service for the north 
camping area at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.  Cost would be about $8,600.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Patten to proceed with the project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Becky Ruggles and Dawn Carl met with the Board to request assistance with 
upgrades at the Alexander arena to make it more usable for the Li’l Wranglers Youth Rodeo 
program.  They are looking at a new crow’s nest and PA system.  93 youth were involved in 
the program last year.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to grant $2,000 to the 
program for improvements at the Alexander arena.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Keith Winter reviewed the funding for the conservation projects on the grazing 
allotments.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to allow the McKenzie Grazing 
Association to retain an additional 25% of the grazing fees for conservation projects.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
  Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed 
Road & Bridge Department activities, including additional work that would be needed on 
Route 55 to have it ready for the contracted overlay that was bid on May 1.  Moved by Patten 
and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $798,934.16 from Mayo Construction Company, 
Inc. received in the bid opening of May 1, 2009, for Project STM-SC-2755(053) was the low 
bid received. 

WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of 

McKenzie County to award to Mayo Construction Company, Inc. the contract for Project 
STM-SC-2755(053) and hereby authorize the Chairman of the board to sign said contract. 

It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota Department 
of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which are not collectible from 
the Federal Highway Administration. 
  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

Bechtold wants to start on the Route 30 project as soon as frost restrictions come off.  
Franz will start the two county projects the second week of June.  Route 13 archeology was 
done with nothing found.  Botany and wildlife will be done May 13.  Revised plans were re-
submitted. 
 Discussion on Route 12 road stabilization.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko 
to have Franz Construction do the prepare Route 12 for application of magnesium chloride.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Quotes for the magnesium chloride solution were $1.25 per gallon from Ferrell and 
$0.74 per gallon from Z & S Dust Control.  Z & S’s price is contingent on having a site for a 
supply bladder.  The ND Department of Health has approved use of an area at the landfill 
provided proper dikes are put in place.  There was also discussion of a possible pricing policy 
that would be on a sliding scale according to traffic counts.   
 
 Peggy Hellandsaas and Rex Korslien met with the Board regarding beer and wine 
licenses.   
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following fee schedule 
effective May 1, 2009: 
$550  liquor including wine, any sales, including Sundays 
$150  wine only, any sales, including Sundays 
$150  beer, any sales, including Sundays 
$100  beer, off sale only, including Sundays 
$15  Special (single occasion) permit for same as regular license 



All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve an off and on sale beer 
license and an on sale only wine license, both to include Sunday sales per application from 
P.S. Hellandsaas Enterprises, Inc.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Chinn. Cayko. Patten; voting nay:  
Lawlar; motion carried. 
 
 A delegation met with the Board regarding the proposed renovation of the former B & 
H Body shop into a wellness facility.  Present were Brent Sanford, Dan Kelly, Doug Nordby, 
Aaron Pelton, Laura Johnsrud, Tricia Sundeen, Linda Svihovec and Gene Veeder.  The 
current facility is being outgrown with no place to expand and a new facility is estimated at 
$1.5 million.  Projected cost of the renovation is $500,000 and the Healthcare Foundation has 
committed to raising the funds for equipment needs.  Veeder pointed out that a wellness 
center scored as highly important in surveys of community needs and is an important asset in 
recruiting people into the community.  The Roughrider Fund has approved $250,000 toward 
the project and the city would own the building, leasing it back to the Healthcare Foundation 
for management.  Expanded services could better serve elderly and rehabilitation needs.  
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed legal matters for the county. 
 
 Arnold Strahs, West Segment Tribal Council Representative, MHA Nation, introduced 
himself and asked a number of general questions about how the county approaches various 
matters, roads in particular. 
 
 Leroy Defoe and Lowell Cutshaw met with the Board regarding the revised 
Memorandum of Understanding for white ware and other items.  The landfill can accept wood 
if it is free of all but nails.  It can then be burned.  The MOU will be amended to reflect this 
and returned to the City of Watford City for further action. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant $250,000 to the McKenzie 
Healthcare Systems Foundation for the development of a wellness center.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Other discussions included condition of carpeting at the library, an informational Open 
House on the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway, the progress on the LSS housing project, 
FAA concerns about proximity of the fairgrounds to the end of the runway, a complaint on the 
condition in which the Multipurpose Building is left after rodeos, non-delivery of flooring for 
the elevator project, a storage site for part of the East Fairview lagoon pump and status of 
Commissioner Chinn’s oil & gas royalty audit project. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM until Tuesday, June 2, 2009, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 2, 2009 

 



 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, ND, on June 2, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.   
 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes as written, the 
Treasurer’s report as presented and the bills as listed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported work on FEMA applications and mitigation plans.  
Command Center not really needed anymore.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to 
call for bids for the 1985 Southwind motor home to be opened July 7.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 Interaction of Forest Service and local fire districts was researched by State's Attorney 
Dennis Edward Johnson who reported that state law prevails on federal land. 
 Cayko presented information on a File for Life program that Williston Basin RC&D 
would have funding for.  Samuelson will work with the ambulance service on this. 
 
 Ron Rankin reported on activities in the Sheriff’s department and requested a six 
month adjustment for Deputy Jones.  Board requested that this be done in the budgeting 
process. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water projects.  $4.855 million 
in stimulus money through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 has been 
received for water projects.  They will continue to seek funding for the remaining amounts to 
complete the projects. 
 
 The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 11:00 AM.  No public 
appeared.  Tax Director Deb Wisness presented the statistics for 2009.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Chinn to change the crop and non-crop ag values by 2% to stay within state 
guidelines.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Amy Fast, Social Services Director, and Dawn Tschetter, Eligibility Worker, briefed the 
Board on a foster care case.  They are working to get funding for residential care but the 
county may have a larger than usual liability due to the need for some temporary out-of-state 
placement. 
 
 Gene Veeder discussed Tobacco Garden Recreation Area from a tourist attraction 
viewpoint, listing a number of areas that need attention, including some poor construction in 
the showers and the need for some finishing work in the Lewis & Clark Lodge to make it more 
usable.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to finish the Lodge, make needed 
repairs in the showers and upgrade the electrical hook ups in the camping area.  Voting aye:  
Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar, Anderson;  abstaining due to conflict of interest: Patten; motion 
carried.  Current operator will be asked to coordinate.  Corps of Engineers annual compliance 
inspection will be June 16.  Anderson and Chinn will attend. 
 
 McKenzie District Ranger Ron Hecker updated the Board on matters on the 
grasslands, including the travel plan, oil & gas activity, work on the grazing agreement and 



cooperation with local fire departments.  Mark Koeser can get a permit from him to explore for 
gravel on the forest service lands.  
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Mike Dollinger updated the Board on the road stabilization projects.  Consensus to 
have Franz Construction assist in hauling materials and to rent at water truck again.   
 
 Lowell Cutshaw, City Engineer, and Charles Ragains met with the Board to discuss 
access to the Ragains property on the west edge of town.  It was determined that the best 
route would be on the quarter line/8th St. West.  City is to pursue right of way for the property 
outside of city limits. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a road department pickup.  OK Implement 
bid a 2009 Dodge quad cab ½ ton at a cash price of $35,965, allowed $6,626 for the 2003 
Ford F250 for a net of $29,339.  S & S Motors bid a 2009 F150 ½ ton at a cash price of 
$38,745, gave a $6,400 government concession and allowed $2,445 for the trade for a net of 
$29,900.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of OK Implement.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for one new belly dump trailer with no trade.  
RDO Equipment bid a Midland for a cash price of $46,150.  Westlie Motors bid an RWay for a 
cash price of $40,550.  Koeser to review bids for compliance with specifications. 
  
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for tandem axle cabs and chassis.  Westlie 
Motors bid a net of $198,654 for three 2010 Freightliner SD120’s trading three 2003 
Sterlings.  Westlie’s bid a cash price of $91,218 for a 2010 Freightliner SD120 with no trade.  
They also bid the optional pusher axles at $6,538 each. Nelson International bid a net of 
$257,340 for three 2010 International 5900’s.  Nelson’s bid a cash price of $95,780 for a 
2010 International 5900 with no trade.  They bid $7,000 each for the optional pusher axles.  
Koeser to review bids for compliance with specifications. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser requested a commissioner look at a cattle 
guard project and Chairman Lawlar can go with him.  He is still looking for gravel. 
 
 Lance Powell and Terrille Jacobson, Alexander City Council, presented information on 
the condition of their water treatment and supply system, projects needed and costs.  The 
Board will consider this.   
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson was present when Morris and Vonne 
Tarnavsky presented the Board with information about roads in their area and a trail on which 
they intended to lock a gate.  Johnson will do some further research on the status of the road 
and give an opinion to them. 
 Johnson also reported on research on the accretion land in Sections 30 and 31, 
Township 150 Range 104.  He believes that an Attorney General’s opinion may be needed to 
sort out the jurisdiction issues. 



 Patten asked about liability issues when social workers are transporting clients.  
Johnson suggested that a non-employee should have special deputy status and paid as an 
employee. 
 Anderson asked about background checks for liquor license applicants.  Johnson 
stated that these could be done on board members if a corporation applies.  In any case, a 
waiver should be obtained and checks run on all applicants if any. 
 
 Kyle Hexom, Indian Hills Disposal, Inc., met with the Board regarding a variance for a 
waste stockpile.  This is the same matter for which Crude Processing obtained a variance in 
April.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the  waste pile use variance 
application from Indian Hills Disposal, Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Carol Kieson discussed the current policy of charging landowners for road 
stabilization.  Consensus was to make no change. 
 
 State's Attorney Johnson reported back that the road in question had been opened by 
the township on the section line with no deviations.  He is to send a letter to the parties that it 
is a private matter. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter asked about surveys in East Fairview. These would be 
the responsibility of the individual property owner.  Can the road department spray around 
cattle guards and signs on the Reichman road?  Consensus is to leave it for now.  Route 30 
paving is done and will be chip sealed.  Only one more change was needed on Route 13.  
Botany and biology showed nothing.  Bear Creek project is delayed as the incorrect elbows 
were delivered.   
 
 Koeser reported back that the trucks all met specifications.  The RWay trailer did not 
meet a number of specifications including width and warranties.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Chinn to purchase four Freightliners with pusher axles from Westlies trading 
three Sterlings and a Midland trailer from RDO Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to add to the road boring and trenching 
policy that those gravel roads that have been treated with a road stabilization product must 
be bored. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve utility permit applications from 
Bear Paw Energy and McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve approach permit applications 
from Burlington Resources and Red Rock Trucking.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to execute a waiver of claim against St. 
Mary Land & Exploration Company for any period prior to December 1, 2002.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to update the burn ban to include the 
new penalties enacted by the 2009 legislature.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Currently a 
violation is an infraction and the penalty is a $500 fine.  A second offense may be charged as 
a Class B misdemeanor which carries a one year sentence and a fine of $1,000.  As changed 



by House Bill 1451, effective August 1, 2009, an individual who willfully violates this burning 
ban is guilty of a class B misdemeanor, which is punishable by a maximum of thirty days’ 
imprisonment, or a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or both. 
 
 Structural reports on the jail area were reviewed.  Consensus is to proceed with 
determining the cause of cracks and separations in the new jail area and to move forward 
with the sally port project in the old jail area. 
 
 A petition for vacation of a portion of Cass Avenue in East Fairview was reviewed.  A 
hearing will be held at the July 7, 2009 meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to designate Commissioner Anderson as 
delegate and Treasurer Linda Svihovec as alternate delegate for the National Association of 
Counties annual conference to be held July 24-28 in Davidson County, Tennessee.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:40 PM until Tuesday, July 7, 2009, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 7, 2009 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 7, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners  Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent: Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman 
Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and the 
Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  In addition, the following correction is made to the 
October minutes for a motion omitted: AMoved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to 
accept the bid of Beard=s Construction for the elevator project and include alternate No. G-1 
for a total of $329,100.  All voting aye, motion carried.@  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Lawlar and Chinn reported on a meeting with Ceynars regarding road work in their 
area. 
 

Cayko and Chinn reported on a meeting with Steve Berg, Bechtold Paving, regarding 
repairs needed on Route 55 prior to seal coat. 
 

Jerry Samuelson was present for opening of bids on the command center which were 
as follows: Christian Jones offered $750, Greg Elliot offered $853 and Jaret Wirtz offered 
$201.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept Greg Elliot=s bid.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 



Samuelson reported that the County had received over $125,000 in reimbursements 
for the snow removal and cited a lot of work done by Steve Jorgenson on the applications.  
He also said that Carol Kieson worked a lot with FEMA on the flood losses, estimated at 
about $40,000. 

Samuelson was installed as the Commander of the North Dakota Department of the 
American Legion on June 28.  There will be a Commander Homecoming on September 19 at 
the Veterans Memorial Building.  

There was discussion about doing a Military Covenant from the County.  The City of 
Watford City did one on Memorial Day. 
 

Sheriff Ron Rankin reported that accidents are really up as well as complain calls from 
citizens.  He had a handout from E-911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock regarding equipment 
upgrades needed.  This was tabled until next meeting when Clock would be available. 
 

Jaret Wirtz reported that the Water Resource District had secured the final funding 
needed to go forward with cost share on the water treatment plant at Four Bears and to go 
forward with System Two.   
 

Wally Johnson presented information on three projects at the airport.  The runway will 
be crack sealed and the ramp repaired, both of which are fully funded with funding from FAA 
and Energy Impact.  In addition, the parking lot needs to be re-done as the patches are not 
holding and they would like an additional storage shed.  Estimate for the parking lot is 
$39,500 and for the storage is $38,600.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to grant 
$78,100 to the Airport Authority for these two projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

David Drovdal, Neil Nelson, Jim Larson, Ed Bazer, Wayne Johnson, John Fulwider, 
Harold Larson and Shane Johnson met with the Board on behalf of the Arnegard Rural Fire 
District.  Their 1960 truck is no longer worth fixing.  They have located a combination tanker 
pumper for $160,000 and would need about $15,000 for additional equipment.  They have 
been keeping their equipment updated and can move most of it to the new truck.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Cayko to grant $175,000 to the Arnegard Rural Fire District for 
equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the following Memorandum of 
Understanding:  
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
 

The County of McKenzie County and the City of Watford City have entered into 
an agreement wherein the County of McKenzie will provide landfill services for 
miscellaneous items for the City of Watford City on the following terms: 

 
1. Items to be included in this agreement are white ware, metal, trees, ash, tires 
and wood with or without nails but free of all other materials.  Items do not 
include those from commercial vendors, such as a tire or appliance dealership, 
professional tree service, or carpenters. 

 
2. Residents of Watford City who bring a stub of their most recent water bill with 
them will not be charged the usual disposal fee at the landfill for these items. 

 



3. The annual fee of $2,000.00 will be payable to the McKenzie County Auditor 
on or before May 1, and will cover the year of payment. 

 
4. Either party may terminate this agreement at any time. 

 
5. The effective date of this agreement is January 1, 2010. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the raffle permit application from 
the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to execute an agreement with the North 
Dakota Department of Health for water testing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute a letter of intent to Trane for an 
HVAC evaluation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve approach permit applications 
from Diamond Resources for Continental Resources, Newfield Production Company and 
Warren Hovland; and utility permit applications from Hess Corporation and Bear Paw Energy.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute division orders to St. Mary Land 
& Exploration Company for Bicentennial Fed 23-2H, to XTO Energy Inc. for Sakakawea 
Federal 13X-35R; and to Encore Operating, L.P., for Charlson 14X-35H.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Present for the Road Department portion of the meeting after lunch recess were 
County Engineer John Holter, Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and Steve Berg, Bechtold 
Paving.  Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept the 
bids of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Alphie Westerso met with the Board regarding the road stabilization project and the 
traffic past her house.  Consensus to accept payment to date on the stabilizer until results 
can be better determined. 

Koeser discussed equipment needs and surplus.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Chinn to purchase 4 sander attachments and to advertise for bids on September 1 for surplus 
equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

It was approved to rent a blade for a short time to get caught up as the road 
stabilization project takes an blade away from maintenance. 

Koeser is still trying to find gravel.  He was urged to get some tied up for the future.  
There was discussion of the road in the Stenberg area but easements may not be 

obtainable until an estate is settled. 
Holter had an estimate from Bechtold Paving for the repairs on Route 55 and for some 

work at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area.  There was also discussion of reducing the speed 
limit for trucks.   



Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to sign Route 55 at 35 miles per hour for 
loaded trucks, effective as soon as signs go up.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to contract with Bechtold Paving to extend 
the RV dump station at Tobacco Garden Recreation Area and any other repairs needed 
there.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Commissioner Chinn and Park Commissioner Stevens 
will determine the other repairs. 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the proposal of Bechtold Paving 
for repairs on Route 55 needed before an overlay project can be started.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Two proposals were received for overlays on the two legs at the junction of County 
Routes 10 and 44 with ND 23 as follows: Bechtold Paving - $39,125 and Northern 
Improvement - $40,425.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the proposal of 
Bechtold Paving for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Walta Novak and Erica Turnquist, on behalf of the Alexander PTO, met with the Board 

regarding a project to update the playground equipment at the school.  They have almost 
$12,000 in their fund and the School Board will be adding to it.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Chinn to grant the Alexander PTO $25,000 toward the playground project.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to make the following board appointments:  
HUMAN SERVICES BOARD 3 year terms - Dick Iverson; WATER RESOURCE BOARD 5 
year term - Gene Veeder; WATFORD CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 5 year term - Rick 
Holm; NW HUMAN SERVICE CENTER COUNCIL 2 year term - Rick Lawlar and Anita 
Pedersen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Cayko left the meeting at 3:10 PM. 
 

Svihovec and Olson discussed the proposal from NRG Technology Services for 
providing support to the county.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute the 
proposed service agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson discussed a number of issues with the 
Board including that the time has expired on the notice to remove a nuisance and he will 
contact the Upper Missouri District Health Unit for the next step.  Cameron Arnegard has 60 
days from today to appeal the summary judgment to the Supreme Court. 

 
Frank Leppell met with the Board regarding making improvements to a section line in 

order to access his home site.  Tabled to next meeting to allow some research into the uses 
and law. 
 

Wally Johnson reported back that he had received a second proposal for the paving 
work at the airport that was about $9,000 less and that a 4 inch floor in the building instead of 
a 6 inch floor would reduce that cost by about $2,500.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Chinn to amend the grant to the airport to $67,200 due to a reduction in the costs of the 
projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



Arlen and Bev Flynn, Jeanie Bearman, Vess Hurley, Ed Simmons and Daryl Flagen 
were present for the hearing on the petition to close a portion of Cass Avenue.  After hearing 
from the attendees, moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to reject the petition as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Rich Wardner and Jerry Mayer, on behalf of the Sunrise Youth Bureau, met with the 
Board to inform them of the services being provided to McKenzie County and to discuss 
budget contributions.  Consensus is to address this through the Social Services budget. 
 

Chinn reported on discussions with Southwest Water Authority regarding a meter pit 
that was installed in a section line right of way between sections 29 and 30 in Township 146 
Range 98.  It was re-affirmed by the Board that the section line is open and that the pit would 
have to be moved if the County improved the section line. 
 

There was a discussion of the percentage increase for salaries to be allowed in the 
next budget cycle.  Consensus is for a three percent increase.   
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM until Tuesday, August 4, 2009, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 4, 2009 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 4, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  This included a discussion of the changes 
to the oil and gas production tax distributions and a review of the services being currently 
received from NRG. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and the 
Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to make the following board 
appointments: County Weed Control - Howdy Lawlar; Watford City Pest Control - Rick Holm; 
and County School Reorganization - Gene Transtrom.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to grant $3,000 to the McKenzie County 
Fire Protection District and $5,000 to the McKenzie County Ambulance from the Hazardous 
Chemical Preparedness fund for the purchase of pagers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

A letter from McKenzie Electric Cooperative offering 20% of current capital credits now 
as full payment.  Consensus to continue with annual payments. 



 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits to Bear Paw 

Energy and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve an approach permit to 
Burlington Northern.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Reporting on Sheriff=s department matters were Chief Deputy John Fulwider, 
Deputy/911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock and Chief Dispatcher Tammy Evanson.  Deputy Clock 
reviewed changes coming for E911. 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to update the 911 software to improve 
mapping and dispatch capabilities for wireless 911.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to replace the transmitter with a one that 
is P-25 capable, using E911 funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

There was a consensus to go forward with realigning the workspace within the 
dispatch center.   
 

Jaret Wirtz updated the Board on the water systems.  System Two is now fully funded.  
Users on System Three are receiving letters to hook up.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the following resolution: 

 
RESOLVED, that the McKenzie County Water Resource District is a duly 
organized body politic incorporated pursuant to the Constitution, statutes and 
laws of the State of North Dakota; that the McKenzie County Water Resource 
District and all of its previous past acts of such McKenzie County Water 
Resource District are hereby ratified and confirmed by the McKenzie County 
Board of County Commissioners as being duly authorized and appropriate; that 
the appointments of the various persons to the McKenzie County Water 
Resource District are reaffirmed and confirmed; that the following positions and 
seats on the McKenzie County Water Resource District are hereby designated 
as valid and existing in the names of the following individuals:  Denton Zubke, 
Chairman, Gene Veeder, Vice-Chairman, Doug Danielson, Don Anderson, and 
Leif Jellesed; further that the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners does 
hereby ratify, confirm and approve all past actions of the said Board Members 
both present and past in relation to acts taken for McKenzie County by the 
McKenzie County Water Resource District. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

No public appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit budget.  
 

Terrille Jacobson, City of Alexander Council member and City Auditor Anne Mrachek 
met with the Board to review the status of their water system.  They have received the 
funding for the re-drill of the second well, which is required by the state.  This leaves them 
with no additional funds for the expanded capacity storage tank.  They are requesting the 
match for this project. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 



Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Rose Eschenko met with the Board to discuss the road situation near her home.  Road 
department to determine what would be needed for a culvert to give access to pastureland.   
 

Lynn Hovde, Don Sherlock, and Kirk Olson, Arnegard Township Supervisors, met with 
the Board regarding road work that had been requested by the township.   They are to work 
with Road Superintendent Mark Koeser.  

 
Alan Sims met with the Board to discuss plans for the veterans memorial planned for 

the Alexander City Park.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to grant the Forrest E. 
Williams Legion Post $12,000 for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

There was further discussion on the road work requested by Frank Leppell at the last 
meeting.  The consensus is to do motor grader work only. 
 

There was further discussion on the Alexander request.  Tabled for additional 
information. 
 

Jerry Samuelson reported that he had attended a meeting in Indianapolis, IN, for all 
newly installed state department commanders.  North Dakota was singled out for it=s high 
percentage of participation in the military covenants. 
 

Chinn reviewed the draft findings of fact in the Reichman case.  Patten and Olson to 
do an edit tomorrow. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to approve the proposal from the State=s 
Attorney=s office for the removal of the Becken trailer to the landfill.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Chairman Lawlar appointed Recorder Ann Johnsrud to a two year term as the 
county=s representative to the NDACo Delegate Council during the annual October 
conferences. 
 

Information was received from Hulsing Associates regarding some re-shaping of the 
front lawn that will be needed to avoid drainage problems as the new sidewalks are 
completed with the elevator project.  Consensus to follow their recommendation.  The 
proposal for $7,000 from Jost Painting to redo all the currently painted portions of the front of 
the building along with the new portions was accepted. 

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to allow an additional FTE in the 

Auditor=s office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Cayko reported that Mike Melius has resigned as the director at Upper Missouri 
District Health Unit and that Javayne Oyloe is the interim director.  They will be interviewing 
on Friday.  Also the building has been completely paid off.  Cayko, Anderson and Chinn 
indicated that they would attend the annual budget meeting to be held September 3. 



 
The meeting adjourned at 4:45 PM, until Tuesday, September 1, 2009, beginning at 

9:00 AM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 1, 2009 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 1, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was discussion of the new oil & gas 
production tax distribution formula. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept the resignation of Megg 
Hermanson from the Library Board, appoint Dorothy Reil to the unexpired term on the Library 
Board and appoint Rick Lawlar to a term on the Region VIII Community Action Partnership 
Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute an agreement with the City of 
Alexander relating to the Joint Exercise of Governmental Powers for the Issuance of 
Temporary Liquor License Permits to City and County Residents.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute stockpile agreements with the 
Howard Bonner Trust and with Roger and Lyle Flatland.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits to Reservation 
Telephone Cooperative, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy, Hess 
Corporation, Diamond Resources, Fred Roedeske and David Brenna.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve raffle permits for Grassy Butte 
Community Club and Yellowstone SD #14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Jerry Samuelson reported that the last paperwork had been completed for FEMA 
reimbursements.  He will be instituting a testing schedule for the emergency generators at the 
radio towers. 
 

Sheriff Ron Rankin and Deputy John Fulwider reported on matters in the Sheriff=s 
department 



 
Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water projects. 

 
Peggy Hellandsaas and Courtney Hayes presented paperwork for a special event 

alcohol permit.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to grant a special event permit to 
Eva Hayes, DBA Highway Lounge, for a wedding at Tobacco Gardens on September 26.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Doug Rapske, Dawn Brobst, and Kevin Harris, all Trane, and Lon Drevecky, Prairie 
Engineering, presented an evaluation report on the courthouse heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning systems.  Tabled for further review. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Patten to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Bids were opened per advertised notice for surplus road vehicles as follows: 

2000 Sterling LT9522 Tandem End Dump, SN#2FZXEDYB2YAB20045: Orrin Moe - $5,351 
and City of Watford City - $30,100; 
1997 International 9300 Tandem End Dump, SN#2HTFBAER8YCO23434: Don Sivertson - 
$8,875; 
1991 International 4900 Single Axle End Dump, SN#1HTSDNUN4MH356249: Greg Elliot - 
$3,000; Orrin Moe - $2,851; Wes Erickson - $5,000; Kim Neprash - $2.550; 
1991 International 4900 Single Axle End Dump, SN#1HTSDNUNOMH356250: Greg Elliot - 
$3,500; Fairview Cemetery Association - $5,000: 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the bids of the City of Watford City, 
Don Sivertson, Wes Erickson and the Fairview Cemetery Association.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
Discussion on the items that did not sell.  Koeser stated that the pup trailers were probably 
worth about $1,000.  Don Sivertson offered to buy one for that price.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Chinn to accept Sivertson=s offer on 1992 Red River Bottom Dump Trailer 
(pup), SN#1051025 for $1,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

City Administrator Lowell Cutshaw asked the Board to consider partnering with the 
City on a Transportation Enhancement grant application that would extend the walk/bike path 
to the Golf Course.  This grant requires a 20% local grant.  City would be responsible for the 
match to McKenzie Building Center; county from there. 
 

Chairman Lawlar reported a request for a culvert north of the Assembly of God to 
improve a drainage problem.  North Dakota Department of Transportation District has 
approved.  Approved as a charged project. 
 

Emanual Stroh, Steve Stenehjem and Larry Larsen thanked the Board and reported 
on the success of the road work going into McKenzie Bay.  Stenehjem encouraged 
participation in the transportation enhancement grant. 
 



Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder introduced Maynard Friez, a legislative aide for Senator 
Dorgan. 
 

County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported on 
Road Department matters, including Arnegard Township requests, road stabilization and 
projects for the coming year.  

Claudia Fegert met with the Board to express concerns with the speed of  truck traffic 
past her place. 

FAS projects for 2010 were considered.  Anderson will be the contact for assessment 
of repairs needed on some of the paved routes.  The Board will meet with North Dakota 
Department of Transportation at the October conference.  Route 10 should go on the list for 
2010. 
 

State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed pending legal matters. 
 

David Drovdal thanked the Board for their participation in the emergency responders 
appreciation event.  Consensus to hold this again next year. 
 

The budget meeting was set for September 18, with the public hearing at 10:00 AM.  
 

Discussion of the elevator project to date.  Consensus is that the fire door is not 
needed, but will continue to work with the city building inspector on it. 
 

Annual budget meeting for the Upper Missouri District Health Unit will be Friday, 
September 3.  Cayko, Anderson and Lawlar will attend. 
 

Lance Powell, Alexander City Council, and Everette Enno, Tri-County Regional 
Development Council, met with the Board with additional information on the Alexander water 
system.  Tri-County has approved a $65,000 grant toward replacement of the storage tank.  
The new tank would only serve the city users, not the water salesman.  The increased size 
will improve water pressures and supply an additional reserve for fire protection.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to grant the City of Alexander $234,000 toward the larger 
water tower.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The department requests were briefly reviewed and the preliminary budget approved 
for publication. 
 

County Engineer John Holter asked about a Forest Highway project for 2010.  There 
should be $420,000 which is 100% up to that and the county paying any balance.  Routes 13 
and 14 were discussed.  
 

The meeting recessed at 5:20 until 9 AM CDT on September 18, 2009. 
 

September 18, 2009 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 18, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners 



Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

There was a discussion of the amounts to be used for health insurance premiums.  
New information from the third party administrator anticipates a smaller increase than 
suggested by the Auditor.  It was decided to set the annual funding level for budget purposes 
at $6,375 for a single policy, $9,035 for single plus dependent and $13,350 for family.  The 
Auditor is to adjust all departments for this change. 
 

Department Heads and county boards met with the Board throughout the day to 
review 2010 budget requests. 
 

No public appeared for the public hearing at 10:00 AM. 
 

The Board completed review of the preliminary budgets submitted.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2010 

       
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 1st day of September, 2009, adopt a Preliminary Budget 
for January 1 through December 31, 2010 and 
 
      WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of this County 
on the 9th day of September, 2009, together with a notice of such hearing on the preliminary 
budget, such hearing being held on the 18th day of September, 2009,  
 
      NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby adopted as 
the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2010, through December 31, 2010, and 
there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money for the purposed hereinafter set 
forth, namely: 
 

2010 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2009 2010 2010 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 164,602.00 173,967.00 162,967.00 
Clerk of District Court 176,500.00 193,663.00 187,634.00 
County Auditor 240,965.00 281,274.00 281,074.00 
County Treasurer 173,375.00 184,400.00 178,535.00 
State's Attorney 113,344.00 120,293.00 116,923.00 
County Recorder 212,978.00 228,052.00 224,677.00 
County Superintendent 67,978.00 67,794.00 65,804.00 
Tax Director 95,238.00 98,368.00 96,168.00 
Technology Services 78,000.00 60,800.00 60,800.00 
Custodian 105,335.00 110,754.00 108,504.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 85,200.00 79,900.00 79,900.00 
Building Fund 450,000.00 1,050,000.00 1,050,000.00 
Elections 1,000.00 39,180.00 39,180.00 
Landfill 287,616.00 101,919.00 100,906.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 15,500.00 16,000.00 16,000.00 



WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Audit Fees 13,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 15,000.00 0.00 0.00 
GIS Project 20,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
FS Plan Response 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Telephone Service 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 9,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 12,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Postage 18,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,800.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 8,500.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Computer Expense 45,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Miscellaneous 80,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Special Projects 600,000.00 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 6,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 0.00 0.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 20,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 52,138.00 55,761.00 52,806.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $3,267,089.00 $4,174,125.00 $4,133,878.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 607,785.00 756,796.00 703,698.00 
County Jail 279,965.00 309,675.00 305,225.00 
County Coroner 9,000.00 9,500.00 9,500.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 36,183.00 38,277.00 37,152.00 
Homeland Security 60,000.00 7,000.00 7,000.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,623.00 4,561.00 4,561.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 70,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $1,071,556.00 $1,199,809.00 $1,141,136.00 
    
SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $4,338,645.00 $5,373,934.00 $5,275,014.00 
    
TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS    
County Agent 88,000.00 87,000.00 87,000.00 
County Weed Control 122,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Job Development Authority 71,000.00 90,000.00 90,000.00 
Veterans Service 20,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Water Resource District 93,000.00 75,000.00 75,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $394,000.00 $289,000.00 $289,000.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $4,732,645.00 $5,662,934.00 $5,564,014.00 
    
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 550,000.00 550,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 5,750,146.00 8,746,147.00 8,740,175.00 
County Human Services 604,100.00 684,814.00 677,378.00 
Veteran's Services 37,929.00 29,319.00 29,319.00 



County Agent 103,990.00 107,111.00 106,136.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 121,590.00 127,495.00 125,245.00 
Social Security 4,574.00 4,399.00 4,399.00 
Water Resource District 123,668.00 127,629.00 124,963.00 
Weed Control 303,801.00 314,970.00 314,570.00 
Job Development Authority 119,333.00 127,203.00 125,160.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 25,000.00 27,000.00 27,000.00 
District Health Unit 62,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $7,644,781.00 $11,029,737.00 $11,007,995.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $12,377,426.00 $16,692,671.00 $16,572,009.00 
 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2009 

 
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 1st day of September, 2009, set forth in budget form the 
amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County office, 
department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 2010, and indicated 
thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such appropriations, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 9th, 2009, 
and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 18th day of 
September, 2009, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 10:00 AM , 
and 
 
      WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the calendar year 
2010 as heretofore set forth, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is hereby 
levied a tax for the year 2009 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the purposes 
set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $867,396.00 to be divided and apportioned 
to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as follows: 
 
            County General Fund  $ 0.00 
            County Human Services Fund  $ 142,654.00 
            County Road & Bridge Fund $ 202,086.00 
            Special Revenue Funds $ 349,894.00 
            Unorganized District Road Fund $  172,762.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 6, 2009 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 6, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at . 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report, including a short discussion on the gross 
production tax allocations. 
 

JoLynn Pelton, representing a number of employees, asked about the courthouse 
being closed on November 27 and if a committee could plan a county Christmas party.   
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to close the courthouse on November 27.  
Voting aye: Patten, Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar; voting nay: Chinn; motion carried.  December 4 
at Outlaws was set for the Christmas party. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes as written and 
the Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to rebid surplus road department property 
including a single axle truck, a bottom dump pup and some snow wings.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Jerry Samuelson updated the Board on veterans matters. 
 

Chief Deputy John Fulwider and Chief Dispatcher Tammy Evanson updated the Board 
on matters in the Sheriff=s department.  Betty Young Bird has been hired for dispatch.  They 
are using some temporary help to fill in for staff on sick leave.  There was also discussion of 
changing the yield sign off county route 10 unto state highway 23 to a stop sign. 
 

Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water systems.  Discussions 
continue on serving Watford City and System 1 with Missouri River water.  System 2 could go 
to bids next month.  The Water Resources District Board has discussed the need for more 
personnel to keep up with the operations.  Commissioners would need to see a job 
description and a budget for the position. 
 

Tim Nelson and Dale Naze met with the Board regarding county fair projects that put 
the Fair Board into a deficit.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to grant $12,000 to 
the Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Naze asked if the Board wanted to continue receiving monthly reports for extension.  It 
was agreed that copies of quarterly reports already being done would be sufficient. 
 



County Recorder Ann Johnsrud reviewed a contract that she will be signing today with 
a company that provides an e-recording service.   
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to set the following minimum sales prices for 
tax deed property: $2,925 for Lot 15 Block 8 Original Townsite of Arnegard and $80 for a 
portion of Lot 7 Block 7 Boles 2nd Addition to East Fairview and to set the hearing for 11:00 
AM Central on November 3, 2009.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil Company and 
Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of 
Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Harold Rolfsrud met with the Board to discuss a gravel stockpile.   
 
County Engineer John Holter reviewed a number of road issues including requested 

signage, utility permits, the secondary roads program and vehicle replacements. He is to 
bring in a listing of vehicles with current mileage for the next meeting.  Road Superintendent 
Mark Koeser reported on gravel locates and employee changes. 
 

Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA Coordinator; Mark Sovig, JDA Board member 
and Brent Sanford, Watford City Council, were present while John Dunlap, Cascade Homes, 
made a presentation of the housing project being done in Watford City.  They have a number 
of town houses nearly ready for occupancy and will soon start on the first twelve of 36 short 
term units.  The City is working on some infrastructure changes and a five year tax grant. 
 

State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported that traffic violations have really 
increased and recommended that another deputy be added.  There was discussion of a 
previous action on a section line closure in Sioux Township.  The closure will stand. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute an agreement with Mountrail 
County for social worker services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to grant $168,000 to the Job 
Development Authority to assist with housing projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to contact Trane to develop bid 
documents for a heating, ventilation and air conditioning retrofit, including a geothermal 
option.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to pay 2009/2010 dues to the North 
Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve a raffle permit application 
from Relay for Life-Team Acronym.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the following resolution:   
 

Credit Card Resolution for the McKenzie County Road & Bridge Department 
 



It is resolved that: 
First International Bank is a depository for funds of McKenzie County 
This resolution is in effect until rescinded or modified in writing 
This resolution is in regard to a Visa credit card account and has no effect 

on any other accounts or transactions between First International Bank and 
McKenzie County 

The County hereby agrees to all the terms and conditions of the Visa credit 
card account 

The Chairman of the Board of County Commissioners, as elected from 
year to year, shall be the authorized agent to make changes to the credit 
limitations on this account, close the account, or change the authorized 
signature 

The name and signature of the current chairman appears below 
The authorized signatures on this account shall be as listed on Form CA-1, 

attached 
The authorized credit limit is $5,000.00 
 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the traffic safety contract with 
North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following policy: 
GPT INFRASTRUCTURE FUND ALLOCATION POLICY 

 
Effective July 1, 2009, under the distribution formula for the Gross Production 
Tax, a portion of the taxes received by McKenzie County must be deposited in 
an Infrastructure Fund for further allocations as follows: 

♠ 45% to the County General Fund 
♠ 35% is available for allocations to townships and schools 
♠ 20% to cities, limited to $750 per capital total from this fund and 

from the regular GPT distribution. 
 

This policy will set forth the procedures for townships and schools to make 
application for a portion of this fund. 

 
Applications must be received in the office of the McKenzie County Auditor by 
end of business on November 20 each year.  Allocations will be made at the 
December commission meeting.  The prescribed application forms are part of 
this policy.  The policy and application forms will be available on the Auditor=s 
web page under ACounty Finances@. 

 
Applications may be for projects completed in the current year or planned for 
the coming year.  Eligible projects include, but are not limited to, infrastructure 
construction or maintenance to offset oil and gas development impact in 
townships and repair or replacement of school district vehicles necessitated by 
damage or deterioration attributable to travel on oil and gas development 
impacted roads. 



 
Allocations will not be paid until the project is complete and the township or 
school submits copies of all related paid invoices.  Entities will have one year 
from the date of allocation to claim the reimbursement.  Monies allocated but 
not claimed by the date of the next allocation will become part of the monies 
available for allocation that year. 

 
The method of allocation will be as follows: 

 
The Board of Commissioners will prioritize applications on the basis of oil and 
gas development impact and fund the most urgent as funds are available. 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Commissioners Anderson, Lawlar, and Chinn indicated they could attend the annual 
meeting of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties on October 29 at 
Four Bears. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve utility permit applications from 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Hess Corporation, Bear 
Paw Energy and Burlington Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM until Tuesday, November 3, 2009, beginning at 9 
AM CST. 
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 3, 2009 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 3, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  There was a review of the changes in the 
gross production tax allocations and the foreclosure rules for delinquent property taxes. 
 

Sheriff Ron Rankin reviewed personnel and vehicle needs and various other matters 
from his office.   

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to amend the department=s 2010 budget 
to include another deputy, effective January 1, 2010, due to increased demand for services 
from the Sheriff=s department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to take bids on a patrol vehicle at the 
December meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the various water projects.  
Funding is in place for System Two and bids will be taken in December with construction to 
begin as soon as possible.  The district is working on a water salesman in the Keene area 
that would reduce the impact on the county=s road system as oil development continues in 
that area. 
 

No citizens or officials appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices for tax 
deed property.  Prices set at the October meeting will stand. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes as written and the 
Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Lowell Cutshaw, City of Watford City Administrator, outlined plans for the expansion of 
the bike/walk path to the east edge of the city and requested that the county sponsor an 
application for Transportation Enhancement Funds.  The City is below the population limit to 
make its own application.  There would be no cost to the county.  He also asked if the county 
might be interested in continuing the path to the golf course.  Cutshaw, in his capacity as city 
building inspector, was asked to make a decision on the variance for the fire doors on the 
county=s new elevator as the project is otherwise completed.  He stated that he would have 
an answer by the end of the week.  

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to sponsor the Transportation 
Enhancement grant application for the city of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Cutshaw asked if the county would participate in a change to the sidewalk by the 
library, installing a heated sidewalk to minimize ice build up which would increase safety to 
those using the Veterans Memorial Building and cut down on the wear on the rubber 
sweepers on the door bottoms.  A review of the city/county contract for the building confirmed 
the county=s responsibility for one-third of this type of work.  He has an estimate of $6,170 for 
this work.  Security cameras also need replacing with some additions being made.  Cost of 
this project is estimated at $9,000. 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to fund one-third up to 5,000 to make the 
sidewalk and security camera changes.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Patten, on behalf of the library board, presented information on some 
floor covering changes needed at the library.  A change from carpet to tile is proposed for the 
meeting room, as well as some other high traffic areas.   

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to install tile flooring in the meeting 
room, using money from the General Fund Building Construction department.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Recorder Ann Johnsrud informed the Board that she has an opportunity to serve on 

the National Association of County Recorders, Election Officials and Clerks.  After a 
discussion of the time commitment involved and travel costs, consensus was that she would 
decline.  She will continue to attend workshops when she attends the NACo annual 
conference. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 



aye, motion carried. 
 

Anton and Tom Novak met with the Board to discuss the shape of the lane into Tom=s 
house and concerns with access for the school bus.   
 

Bids were opened for surplus property per advertised notice with bids submitted as 
follows: 

For the 1991 International 4900 single axle end dump truck: Harold Rolfsrud - $4,750; 
Delmer Rink - $2,750; Kim Neprash - $7,010; Jim Fixen - $3,550; Orrin Moe - $4,851 

For the 1992 Red River bottom dump trailer pup: Orrin Moe - $435 
For the Balderson snow wings and posts, Lots 1 & 2: Delmer Rink - $750 each; Orrin 

Moe - $70 each 
For the Balderson snow wings and posts, Lots 3 & 4: Delmer Rink - $1,000 each; Orrin 

Moe - $70 each 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Kim Neprash for the truck, the 
bid of Orrin Moe for the trailer pup and the bid of Delmer Rink for the snow wings.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported that NDIRF has totaled the backhoe that 
was rolled.  There was discussion of the equipment used for road stabilization.  He reported a 
find of gravel on Flatlands but is not sure of the long term for it.  He was asked to work with 
Jaret Wirtz on the access to the storage tank planned for System Two. 
 

County Engineer John Holter reported that patching was completed on county Routes 
4 and 16 but not on Route 10.  They will be watching some blow outs on Route 50.  Plans are 
ready for an overlay on 50.  There was discussion of the proposed schedule from North 
Dakota Department of Transportation for federal aid projects.  There is no word to date if 
Route 14 has been accepted for the Forest Highway funding.   
 

The December meeting was set for Monday, December 14, 2009, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute the Juvenile Accountability Block 
Grant award.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to execute the detention services agreement 
with the ND Department of Corrections for services at the Youth Correctional Center.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute the Noridian ballot for the 
incumbents Julie A. Blehm, Dennis Elbert and Laura D. Carley and for Lynn Paulson for the 
open seat.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve approach permit applications 
from XTO Energy and Burlington Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported that a hearing is scheduled on 
November 25 on the findings of fact in the Reichman case.  Cameron Arnegard has until 



December 7 to put in his brief to the Supreme Court on his appeal and then the county will 
have 20 days to answer.   

 
Carol Kieson, Mike Dollinger and Mark Koeser reviewed the summer=s program of 

road stabilization and what is needed to continue next year.  Consensus is that separate 
labor force and equipment would allow for better coordination of the road stabilization work 
while allowing the regular maintenance to stay on track.  Koeser stated that if an additional 
blade is acquired it could be very useful with a bad winter.  There was also discussion of what 
used equipment/vehicles or state bid items may be available.  Koeser will check on this more. 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to take bids at the December meeting for 
a grader, a truck and a water tanker for the road stabilization projects.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Social Services Director Amy Fast presented information on case loads for foster care, 
state and federal requirements for day to day support of them, and a proposal for a part time 
position that would serve the families well. 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to amend the Social Services budget to 
allow for a part time Parent Aid position to be filled as soon as possible.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permit applications from 
Bear Paw Energy and Missouri Valley Communications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to appoint Howdy Lawlar as the county 
delegate to the State Fair Association meeting later this month.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Commissioners Anderson and Cayko were appointed to work with Auditor Olson on 
the HVAC proposals and meet with Trane on the project. 
 

Steve Kemp had inquired by email if the Board would be interested in participating in 
2010 in the vector control program as in 2009.  He is to be asked to give a report at a future 
meeting. 
 

After further discussion, moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to sign off on the 
2010-2011 Federal Aid program as proposed by North Dakota Department of Transportation.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to execute a county deed to Kevin Leiseth 
for Lot15 Block 8 Original Townsite of Arnegard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

A letter of appreciation for past support was received from McKenzie County 
Healthcare Systems.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to make another 
$100,000 grant in support of essentials services provided by MCHS.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Auditor Olson handed out a report from Hulsing Associates on proposed alterations 
and updates in the Law Enforcement Center.  Commissioner Anderson and Auditor Olson are 



to meet with Sheriff Rankin to review before further action. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00 PM until Monday, December 14, 2009, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 14, 2009 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 14, 2009.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM CST. 
 

Commissioner Anderson nominated Commissioner Lawlar as Chairman and 
Commissioner Chinn as Vice Chairman for the next year.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Cayko that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for the candidates nominated.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  She said that Cameron Arnegard has paid 
his residence taxes under protest again this year.  There was discussion on the GPT 
Infrastructure Fund. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the minutes as written and the 
Treasurer=s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Sheriff Rankin introduced dispatcher Betty Youngbird.  He handed out and discussed 
the deputies= schedule to show how the additional manpower is being used.  His department 
is working with trucking companies to take part in their safety meetings to discuss safe driving 
and travel, and with schools.  They want to get out the word to as many as possible to urge 
caution in driving.  Deputy Johansen has been running the scales as there are reports of 
overloaded trucks. 

Only S&S Motors submitted a bid on the patrol vehicle, bidding $30,655 on the state 
bid through Westlie Motors.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept this 
proposal.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder presented the Water District report.  Efforts to secure 
funding continue.  The energy industry is also interested in Missouri River water.  System 
Two will be bid in January. 
 

Chief Meteorologist Mark Schneider presented the final report for the cloud 
modification season.  Also present were Atmospheric Resource Board members Orville 
Hellandsaas, Gary Levang and Rodney Cross. 
 

The following met with the Board to discuss the coming census: Barb Keifer, Patricia 
Maxwell, Ardith Favorite, Jody Leidholm and Gene Veeder.  The process was outlined and 
the importance of an accurate count discussed.  There is a local Acomplete count@ 



committee in place.  Greatest need now is for workers. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept this bid for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Present for bid openings were County Engineer John Holter; Road Superintendent 
Mark Koeser; Mike Dollinger; Jerry Martinson and Jeff Kihle, Tractor & Equipment; Mark 
Feland, RDO Equipment; and Tom Hodgson, Westlie Truck Center.   

Motor grader bids were opened per notice as follows: Tractor & Equipment - 160M 
Caterpillar for $263,856; RDO Equipment - 870G John Deere for $248,500.  Koeser and 
Dollinger to review for compliance with specifications. 

Tank Trailer bids were opened per notice.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to waive an irregularity in the bid from Beall Trailer of Dakota (no bid bond or 
dealer=s license) and consider the bid.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Bids were submitted 
as follows: Beall - Model BAST-80-1-2-SB for $64,465 plus $5,625 for the interior coat; 
Westlie Truck Center - Model AEB9 for $66,830 including interior coat.  Koeser and Dollinger 
to review for compliance with specifications. 

Kihle reported that with the application of lease payments to date, the 2006 Peterbilt 
tank truck that has been used for the road stabilization project could be purchased for a net of 
$80,250.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept this offer.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Holter presented a listing of pickups with purchase dates, miles and comments on 
conditions.  He had additional information on stimulus money.  North Dakota Department of 
Transportation is switching to 11 foot lanes for federal aid roads.  Consensus of the Board is 
to stay with the 12 foot lanes. 

Koeser and Dollinger reported back that the bids were all valid.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of RDO Equipment for one motor grader, no trade, 
and the bid of Westlie Truck Center for one tank trailer, no trade.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

After further discussion of vehicle and equipment needs, moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Chinn to take bids at the February meeting for two mower tractors, one or more 
backhoes with 0-3 trades, one loader with no trade, two bottom dump trailers with one trade 
and two pickup trucks, trading units #53 and #73.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Keith Winter and Dale Naze met with the Board for a discussion of liability issues and 
signing on the grasslands.  The open range declaration from 1962 limits liabilities when the 
area is properly signed.  The consensus is to help with this.  There was also discussion and 
consensus to seek cooperating agency status with the USDA-Forest Service and the North 
Dakota State Land Department Board of University and School Lands with Dale Naze as the 
County=s agent. 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to formally request cooperating agency 
status from the Forest Service as related to allotment management plan development in 
McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

There was also a discussion about how slow the Forest Service has been in 
recognizing the County=s information provided for in the settlement of the roadless initiative 
lawsuit and the need to have the roads reconciled before any other issues can be addressed.   
 

Cherri Weyrauch reported problems with the furnace at the Weed Control building.  



The boiler seems to be working properly but the pressure is unreliable.  Consensus is to get 
alternatives for a retro fit this summer. 
 

State=s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson and Clerk of Court Lanae Roos presented 
information on a basic court TV package at about $30,000.  The State has granted $25,000 
toward the project.  In addition, they requested additional equipment that would allow up to 
three sites to participate in a hearing at one time for about $13,000.  This equipment would 
have other applications in addition to court use.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to fund up to $14,000 to augment the grant to bring enhanced technology to the 
courtroom.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

After Roos left the meeting, Johnson reported on legal matters pending for the county. 
 

Jeff Roel, Williston Basin Research and Development Council Coordinator, reported 
on a project called File for Life and informed the Board of some erosion on the Fairview 
Bridge Tunnel, a project which had been partially funded through the Council.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Patten to grant the Council $1,000 toward implementation of the File 
for Life project.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Cayko will check out the tunnel and oversee 
the repairs. 
 

A.J. Mock, Director of Northwest Dakota Public Transit, reported on the response to 
the enhanced schedule for the transit and some adjustments made in response to the usage.  
The service needs to build a bus garage and has acquired the old church lot north of S&S 
Motors.  The City of Watford City will demolish the building and he requested that the County 
waive the tipping fees at the landfill for the debris, which was granted by consensus. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to grant the following licenses:  Watford City 
Golf Club:  on/off beer and liquor with Sunday; Eagles Aerie #3543: on/off beer and liquor 
with Sunday; Anna & Rick Marquardt:  on/off beer and liquor with Sunday;  Roughrider Truck 
Stop, Inc: off sale beer with Sunday sales;   PS Hellandsaas Ent. Inc.:  on/off beer and wine 
with Sunday;  Jerome Carr DBA Long X Saloon:  on/off beer and liquor with Sunday.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve approach permit applications 
from Burlington Resources, Continental Resources and Oasis Petroleum.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve utility permit applications 
from Missouri Valley Communications, Bear Paw Energy and Tioga Gas Plant.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Four applications received for the Infrastructure Fund allocations were considered.  
There is a total of $91,875.01 available for allocation now.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Cayko to allocate $15,000 to Sioux Township, $10,000 to Hawkeye Township, $2,790 to 
Mandaree School District and $64,085.01 to McKenzie County School District.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Allocations will be paid out upon receipt of paid invoices. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the edited approach and utility 
permit applications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to set voting precincts as in the past with 

one change - move line between Four Bears and Mandaree precincts to match the Four 
Bears segment line; and to establish the same polling locations as in the past.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Moved by Patten and seconded by to make the following appointments: Andrea 
Enderle, three year term on Library Board; Donald Anderson, three year term on School 
Reorganization Board; and Tim Cayko, 4 year term on the Weed Control Board.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the following change orders on 
the elevator project: omit swinging doors, install new sewer clean out and cover, revise sump 
pump location, install a trench drain through sidewalk north of elevator addition, install new 
lettered signs for the courthouse and Social Services, extend completion date to August 31 
and install lay-in acoustical tile ceiling in the vestibule on the bottom level; for a total addition 
of $8,716 to the cost.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to issue a Quit Claim Deed to  Roderick 
Neer, Roy Neer, Arthur Neer, Kenneth Neer, Linda Rude, Bonny Cluchie, and Cora Jenema 
for all of the following real property lying and being in the County of McKenzie, State of North 
Dakota, and described as follows, to-wit: 
Township 149 North, Range 101 West, 5th P.M. 
Section 2:  W1/2SW1/4 
Section 3:  E1/2SE1/4 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve a raffle permit to Keene 
Relay for Life.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Proposed changes to the county beer and liquor license applications were reviewed 
and approved.  The two will be combined into a single application. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM CST, until 9:00 AM CST on January 5, 2010. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 5, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 5, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by 
Anderson to approve Dakota West Credit Union, First International Bank and Trust and 



McKenzie County Bank as depositories of county funds for calendar year 2010.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 There was discussion on the possible impacts of a recent Attorney General’s opinion 
on the revenues from the permit system.  Some clarifications will be needed. 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the minutes of the last meeting 
as written, the treasurer’s report as presented, the bills as listed and the pledges of assets 
from the depositories.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin introduced Ron McCloud, the new field deputy.  Mountrail, Williams 
and McKenzie Counties all had increased traffic fatalities in 2009.  He continues to work with 
as many entities as possible to promote safe driving. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water projects.  The District 
will be reviewing bids on System 2 on February 2.  They will be advertising for an assistant 
manager/operator. 
 
 Robin Arndt and Linda Svihovec gave the Board a year end report on the Watford City 
Park District.  They continue to work to recover from the ice damage in the spring flood and 
plan to lessen future impacts.  They requested up to $23,000 toward work on picnic shelters 
and purchase of ADA compliant tables.  A number of grant applications have been made. 
 
 Deb Wisness met with the Board regarding a request from the State Land Department 
for an appraisal for lands to be acquired for a recreational trail.  Based on what she has found 
for comparable sales, she appraised $450 per acre.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the valuation as determined and authorize the required signatures.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Brenda Pitts met with the Board to request speed bumps on a road in East Highland 
Acres during the busy season for the greenhouse.  She also requested consideration of 
changes to culverts due to some flooding that occurs.  The Board will need to determine the 
status of the road. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with only one bid submitted.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were present for 
a discussion of road projects and issues.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to 
adjust the rates to $5 per cubic yard for gravel sales and $4.50 per cubic yard for scoria 
sales.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 The rates for machine hire will be reviewed prior to the next meeting. 
 Route 14 has been listed as eligible for Forest Highway funding.  Timing of any 
funding is uncertain.  In addition, the State is currently only funding an eleven foot lane 
instead of the twelve foot lane of most of our roads. 
 
 Craig and Barbara Sorenson met with the Board to review a list of road concerns in 
their area.  Oil is making a big impact there. 
 



 It was determined that the road in question in East Highland Acres is a public road and 
speed bumps will be ordered. 
 Malcolm Pippen had passed on an inquiry from Deb Reichman’s attorney questioning 
that the road through her place had not been snow plowed.  Consensus to plow but only if the 
gates are open. 
 
 Dick Fischer met with the Board regarding the need for additional cleaning help.  The 
courthouse has been impacted by the additional traffic due to oil.  He was allowed additional 
15 hours per week and is to advertise. 
 
 There was discussion on the county shops, that they are being outgrown, and possible 
alternatives.  It would be good to co-locate the County Engineer and the Water District with 
the Watford City shop. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed a number of legal issues, including 
a division order and the AG’s opinion on the permit revenues. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve a scoria stockpile agreement 
with Craig and Carol Kieson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to affirm the annual salaries set in the 
2010 budget as follows: Ronald Anderson 14,040.00; Stacy Arnegard 24,345.12; Richard 
Cayko 14,040.00; Roger Chinn 14,040.00; Lloyd Clock 48,878.04; LeRoy Defoe 40,272.00; 
Jan Dodge 34,089.00; Tammy Evanson 41,334.00; Amy Fast 48,204.00; Richard Fischer 
47,576.04; Rita Fischer 42,774.96; John Fulwider 50,097.00; Jodi Hanson 34,314.96; Denae 
Hoffmann 38,049.96; Karen Holte 32,813.64; John Holter 62,177.04; Matthew Johansen 
37,535.04; Dennis Johnson 42,147.00; Ann Johnsrud 50,600.04; Bonnie Johnsrud 
38,420.04; Vonnie Johnsrud 32,700.00; Debora Johnston 42,060.00; Christian Jones 
36,426.00; Carol Kieson 36,012.96; Mark Koeser 61,197.00; Jodee Lawlar 26,610.00; Rick 
Lawlar 14,040.00; Sandy Meyer 31,401.84; Debra Moser Young Bear 37,080.00; Judy Murie 
34,530.00; Dan Neprash 57,107.04; Kim Neprash 34,275.00; Frances Olson 56,900.04; Dale 
Patten 14,040.00; JoLynn Pelton 32,813.64; Robert Perry 46,274.04; Ron Rankin 52,793.04; 
Michelle Rogness 30,407.64; Kristy Roles 32,813.64; Lanae Roos 52,407.96; Jerry 
Samuelson 45,436.92; MaLissa Schroeder 34,268.04; Linda Svihovec 52,220.04; Marlys 
Sydor 25,710.00; Dawn Tschetter 35,844.00; Gene Veeder 69,510.96; Paula Wagner 
27,229.92; Cherri Weyrauch 41,555.04; Jaret Wirtz 55,170.00; Debra Wisness 41,550.96; Ed 
Yadon 57,107.04; Margaret Zubke 30,672.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve utility permit applications from 
Bear Paw Energy and Hess Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a short discussion on wind energy development and the need to be 
proactive.  Sample land use plans will be obtained for review at the February meeting. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to appoint Brent Sanford, Mark Sovig and 
John Skurupey to the Job Development Authority.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Notice has been received that the state rate for mileage reimbursements has changed 
effective January 1, 2010.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to follow the state rate 
as it changes.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The various building projects in the works were discussed.  It was decided to continue 
with the HVAC retrofit and the storage building for completion in 2010.  Work needs to 
continue on the Law Enforcement Center work so that it can start as soon as possible in 
2011.  Anderson will be the commission contact on the projects.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to send a letter of support for the 
appointment of Lance Gaebe as State Land Commissioner.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:10 PM CST until Tuesday, February 2, 2010, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 2, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 2, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko,  Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  Commissioner Chinn.  
Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec gave her report. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten reported a public meeting on wind energy issues is scheduled for March 18, 
2010, 2 PM CST, at the Watford City Civic Center.  He and Gene Veeder are working on the 
details. 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to adopt the following declaration: 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
 
WHEREAS, beginning on January 22nd, 2010 through January 25th, 2010, McKenzie County 
was subjected to freezing rain, snowfall with high winds causing low visibility, drifted in roads 
and downed power lines in many areas of the county; and  
 
WHEREAS, the heavy snowfall has resulted in many additional hours of work by the county 
road department in an effort to keep roads open for commerce, school and mail, as well as to 
assist line crews in restoring power to consumers;  
 
WHEREAS, the cost of snow removal has adversely impacted available county and township 
resources, as well as the resources of McKenzie Rural Electric Cooperative; 
 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners 
declares a state of emergency and orders the activation and utilization of the County 
Emergency Operations Plan, its procedures, attachment and appendices to monitor the 
situation, alleviate hardship, and initiate appropriate relief actions and mitigation measures by 
departments and agencies of local government to limit the impact of this emergency upon the 
citizens of McKenzie County. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that there are sandbags on hand for spring.  There was 
discussion of transportation for older veterans for medical purposes. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin requested bids be taken for a patrol vehicle with trade.  He 
continues to work on traffic safety presentations.  Deputy McCloud has worked out well.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept bids on March 2nd for a new vehicle.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water systems including 
quests for funding, progress toward bidding system 2 and toward agreements to bring 
Missouri River water to McKenzie County users. 
 
 Fran Bosch, Williston Vector Control Director, and Steven Kemp, Vector Control Board 
Secretary, reviewed the 2009 program and invited the County to participate again in the Air 
Force larvicide flights.  There is no cost for the flights, only the chemical.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Patten to support the Vector Control for this project for one half up to 
$50,000 for the cost of chemical.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Bosch also said that they 
have some smaller craft and can do spraying of adulticide for special events.   
 
 Don Nelson met with the Board regarding the location of an approach being 
constructed by an oil company off Route 12.  He was asked to visit with the County Engineer 
John Holter and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser. 
 
 Amy Fast, Social Services Director, updated the Board about the work load and new 
federal requirements.  Under guidelines, one and a half FTE social workers are trying to 
cover the equivalent of two and a half FTE’s.  She reported better working relations with the 
Sheriff’s office and the State’s Attorney as requirements have been explained. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
by Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for Road Department pickups:  OK Implement 
– cash price for new 2010 Dodge 2500 crew cab with long box, $42,020 each; trade 
allowance for 2000 Ford F250 of $7,531; trade allowance for 2006 Ford F250 of $12,725, for 
a net for two pickups of $63,784.  An optional hide-away 5th wheel ball was bid at $1,360.  S 
& S Motors – cash price for new 2011 Ford F250, $33,944; trade allowance for 2000 Ford 
F250 of $2,000; trade allowance for 2006 Ford F250 of $5,000, for a net for two pickups of 
$60,888.  An optional hide-away 5th wheel ball was bid at $700.  Action tabled until bids are 



reviewed by Koeser. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for magnesium chloride solution.  Z & S Dust 
Control bid 77 cents per gallon with an estimate of 1 million gallons to be used.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for belly dump trailers:  RDO Equipment bid a 
cash price of $39,700 for one 2010 Cross Country 420 BCL or $39,000 each for two; a trade 
allowance of $13,000 for the 1994 Load King trailer for a net of $65,000 for two trailers.  RDO 
also bid a cash price of $49,500 for one in-stock 2010 Midland, less the same trade 
allowance for a net bid of $36,500 for one.   Westlie Truck Center bid a cash price of $42,058 
for one or two 2010 R-Way trailers, a trade allowance of $15,700 for the 1994 Load King for a 
net of $68,416 for two trailers.  Action tabled until bids are reviewed by Koeser. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for a front end loader, no trade.  RDO 
Equipment bid a John Deere 644K for a cash price of $197,500.  Tractor & Equipment bid a 
Caterpillar 962H for a cash price of $223,229.  Titan Machinery bid a Case 821E for a cash 
price of $182,360 and a Case 821 E-XR for a cash price of $184,440.  Action tabled until bids 
are reviewed by Koeser. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for one or more backhoes with 0-3 trades.  
Titan Machinery bid a Case 590 Super M Plus for a cash price of $101,700 each and trade 
allowances of $21,960 for the 1997 JD410E, $23,600 for the 1999 JD 410E and $32,600 for 
the 2003 Cat 420D.  RDO Equipment bid a John Deere 410J X4 for a cash price of $98,500 
each for 1 or 2 machines or $95,500 each for 3 or more machines and trade allowances of 
$31,000 for the 1997 JD410E, $33,600 for the 1999 JD 410E and $32,700 for the 2003 Cat 
420D.  Tractor & Equipment bid a Caterpillar 430E IT for a cash price of $105,338 each and 
trade allowances of $15,500 for the 1997 JD410E, $15,500 for the 1999 JD 410E and 
$27,500 for the 2003 Cat 420D.  Action tabled until bids are reviewed by Koeser. 
 
 Bids were opened per advertised notice for mower tractors.  RDO Equipment bid a 
John Deere 7330 for a cash price of $95,300 each and trade allowances of $9,305 for the 
1993 Ford 7840 SLE and $14,425 for the 1993 Ford 7840 SLE 4WD, for a net of $166,870 
for two tractors.  The option of a front three point hitch was bid at $15,800 each.  Heggen 
Equipment bid a Puma 155 for a cash price of $130,480 each and trade allowances of 
$63,080 for the 1993 Ford 7840 SLE and $66,080 for the 1993 Ford 7840 SLE 4WD, for a 
net of $131,800 for two tractors.   The option of a front three point hitch was bid at $11,000 
each.   Tractor and Equipment bid an Agco Challenger MT555B for a cash price of $90,754 
each and trade allowances of $6,350 for the 1993 Ford 7840 SLE and $9,500 for the 1993 
Ford 7840 SLE 4WD, for a net of $165,658 for two tractors.  The option of a front three point 
hitch was bid at $10,826 each.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the 
cashier’s check from Haugen’s in place of the bidder’s bond if the check is equal to 5% of the 
bid.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Haugen’s Inc. bid a John Deere 7330 Premium for a cash 
price of $94,995 each and trade allowances of $9,400 for the 1993 Ford 7840 SLE and 
$14,400 for the 1993 Ford 7840 SLE 4WD, for a net of $166,190 for two tractors.  The option 
of a front three point hitch was bid at $15,650 each.  Action tabled until review of bids by 
Koeser. 
 
 Tim Spilman, Keitu Engineering, met with the Board to review a proposal by Bridger 



Pipeline for the Four Bears crude oil pipeline that will be in McKenzie, Dunn and Billings 
counties.  The corridor will be filed with the Public Service Commission with the exact route to 
be determined after biological and botany surveys can be completed. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reviewed a lease offer.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Cayko to execute the three year lease with Continental Oil for minerals in 
Lot 8, Section 6 Township 153 Range 100 at $350 per acre for 3/16 royalty.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Johnson will negotiate a formation Pugh clause.  After discussion, it was 
agreed that the cost of technology services for the State’s Attorney’s office would come from 
the General Fund as there is no other expense to the county for computer hardware and 
software in that office.  Johnson stated that he has been busier with assistance to Social 
Services and for mental health hearings. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported back on the various bids.  The 
Case loader does not meet specifications and he has concerns about the new Cross Country 
trailers.  Ed Kinvig, Titan Machinery, and Mark Feland, RDO Equipment, were each given a 
short time to make additional comments on the equipment which they had bid.  
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of S & S Motors for two 
pickups, with the 5th wheel plate in one.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to purchase three backhoes, trading 
units 21 and 22, from RDO Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to purchase two tractors, trading two, 
from Heggen Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to purchase a front end loader, adding 
the no-grease option, from RDO Equipment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to purchase 2 R-Way belly dump trailers, 
trading one, from Westlie Truck Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dave Abel, Sundre Sand & Gravel, outlined a proposal with several options for 
providing gravel and hauling for a project in the northeast corner of the county.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the proposal for the hauling and laying, with the 
County furnishing the water.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Leroy Defoe, Landfill Operator, told the Board that a new cell will need to be started at 
the landfill as soon as possible.  This will be coordinated with Koeser.  He also requested that 
some of the waste dirt be used to raise the road out there in a low spot that tends to flood.  
Classes for certification are coming up in March and it would be good to have another person 
certified for filling in for sick and vacation leave. 
 
 Ron Hecker, District Ranger, McKenzie Ranger District, Dakota Prairie Grasslands, 
updated the Board on a number of issues including the proposal from XTO Energy to improve 
the road by Kurt Hovet’s, the request for cooperating agency status which is in process and 
the various agreements being drafted. 
 



 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to make the following Board appointments:  
Wanda Steen to a term ending January 1, 2014, on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
and Crystal Mulder to a term ending October 29, 2014, on the McKenzie County Housing 
Authority.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant $2,500 to the McKenzie County 
Healthcare Systems toward preliminary drawings for a wellness center.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to appoint the following to a five year term 
on the County Weather Modification Board ending on March 10, 2015: Orville Hellandsaas, 
Rodney Cross, Lynn Swenson, Eldean Flynn and Gary Levang.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to make the following amendments to 
the 2009 budget due to unanticipated expenses or other increases to costs:  Increase Auditor 
to $242,393.99; increase Recorder to $297,872.93; increase Technology Services to 
$80,938.29; increase Landfill to $300,546.29; increase Misc. Non-Departmental to 
$1,704,751.71; increase County Sheriff to $645,403.63; increase County Jail to $370,414.44; 
increase County Coroner to $13,711.30; increase County Road & Bridge to $6,856,641.14; 
increase Weed Control to $328,633.18; increase JDA to $173,664.49; increase Document 
Preservation to $122,593.36; increase E-911 to $69,748.16; increase Wireless E-911 to 
$14,515.85; increase Atmospheric Resources to $86,043.72; increase County Fair to 
$26,916.24; and increase Historical Society to $8,048.00; all additional expenditures having 
been funded from cash on hand or unanticipated revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to install additional camper hook ups at 
the Tobacco Garden Recreation Area, with concessionaire Peggy Hellandsaas overseeing 
the project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve a charity local permit for 
Badlands Power Fuels Relay for Life team.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve utility permit applications 
from Bear Paw Energy and approach permit applications from Bear Paw Energy, Burlington 
Resources, Hess Corporation and St. Mary Land & Exploration.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to cancel the following warrants and 
checks: 

Check # Payee 
Date 
Issued Amount 

14633 Teton Energy Corporation   7/28/2006 32.00 
14800 Bill Barrett Corporation 6/27/2007 56.00 
15410 Altair Corporation 3/23/2009 16.00 
15627 Continental Resources Inc. 9/18/2009 86.00 
15629 Williams County Abstract 9/18/2009 28.00 
15653 Jag Oil L.P. 10/9/2009 21.00 
184662 Tori Jo Cook 11/10/2008 250.00 



184366 Jair Omar Flores 10/9/2008 150.00 
183443 Carol S. Kummer 6/11/2008 154.12 
183534 Carroll S. Gustafson 7/1/2008 1.53 
184314 Lisa C. Redford 10/7/2008 28.28 
183121 Eugene D. Pojorlie 5/6/2008 27.00 
187184 Watford City Weslyan Church 8/4/2009 100.00 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve an additional Full Time 
Equivalent in the Social Services Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reported that the Federal Aviation Administration has been 
pushing for compliance with some newer regulations that may require moving of buildings or 
the runway.  This is in early stages as to what will have to be done in the end.  
 
 Patten also stated that the 2010 Williston Basin Petroleum conference is May 2-4 and 
that some county people should be in attendance. The May meeting was set for the 6th of 
May.  In addition there is an Energy Impact Symposium March 14-16 which Patten and Gene 
Veeder are planning to attend. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:55 PM until Tuesday, March 2, 2010, beginning at 9:00 
AM.   
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 2, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 2, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, the bills as 
presented and the minutes as written with a clarification in the last paragraph that it is the 
Commission meeting that is rescheduled to May 6.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin updated the Board on activities in his department.   
Bids were opened per advertised notice for a new patrol vehicle.  S & S Motors submitted the 
only bid – Cash price of $39,700 for a 2010 Chevrolet Silverado 4x4 crew cab 1500, less 
trade allowance of $11,000 for the 2006 Dodge Durango, for a net of $28,700.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the Water Resources District.  
Efforts continue to fund projects throughout the county.  They reported that State Engineer 
position may soon be open.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to send a letter 
supporting David Johnson for the position.  All voting aye, motion carried.   



 
 Tim Nelson, Howdy Lawlar and Janel Lee met with the Board regarding some needs 
at the Fairgrounds.  Lighting needs to be replaced in the Multipurpose Building as parts are 
no longer available.  An exterior water fountain should be added and some painting is 
needed.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant the Fair Board $14,000 
toward capital projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to supply an Automated External 
Defibrillator for the Multipurpose Building at the Fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A.J. Mock, Gen Hutmacher and Nyla Dahl met with the Board regarding the proposed 
facility for Northwest Transit vehicles and offices.  Regular heat is in the budget but they 
would like the option to look at geothermal which would add about $27,300 to the project.  A 
number of sources for this funding were discussed.  They also requested a grant toward the 
new bus.  Both items will be considered further when additional information is provided. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by  
Farmers Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser presented a proposal for adjusting 
equipment rates. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to take bids for one or more motor 
graders at the May 6 meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Harlan Rolla met with the Board to discuss road safety issues in his area.  Koeser to 
meet with him and present options at next meeting. 
 
 Carol Kieson had asked for clarification on a request for road stabilization on 
Baywatch Lane.  This needs to go to the Township first. 
 Sherri Schwenke, Planning and Public Affairs Officer, Dakota Prairie Grasslands; 
Dave Valenzuela, Minerals and Lands Manager, McKenzie Ranger District, State's Attorney 
Dennis Edward Johnson; Keith Winter, McKenzie Grazing Association; and Richard Vande 
Bosshe, Troy Fitchner and Jake Pennington, all Bear Paw Energy, met with the Board for a 
discussion of policies and practices of installing pipelines in the County’s rights of way across 
Forest Service managed lands.  Some of the issues are still waiting on resolutions from the 
roadless lawsuit.  Bear Paw agreed to provide language in its permit applications that they 
will be responsible for moving any pipe in county right of way if the county rebuilds roads. 
 
 Jerry Bergman, Eastern Ag Research Center Director; Wayne Berry, Williston State 
College Ag Department and Gene Veeder met with the Board to review proposals for 
buildings and research programs at the research center and the college.  The Board will need 
an opinion on the legalities of a grant toward any of the projects. 
 
 Keith Winter inquired if it would be beneficial for the county to state the principals 
discussed today in a letter to the Forest Service.  He and State's Attorney Johnson were 
asked to draft something for the Chairman’s signature. 



 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported that the interactive court equipment 
should soon be installed.   
 
 Cameron Arnegard presented additional information for his application for abatement 
and refund of taxes.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to deny the application on the 
recommendation of the Arnegard Township Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Laura Sanford presented information on the Little Wolves basketball league and 
requested funding for four adjustable hoops and a dividing curtain at the Veterans Memorial 
Building.  The City of Watford City is funding two-thirds.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Chinn to grant $16,000 to the City for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to grant approach permits to Burlington 
Resources and utility permits to Bear Paw Energy and Hess Corporation.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 In response to a letter from the State Court Administrator, it was moved by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to continue the current funding agreement for the Clerk of Court’s 
department for the 2011/2013 biennium.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to take bids for gravel crushing, culverts, cutting 
edges and bridge lumber at the April 6 meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to distribute the Bankhead Jones 
payment as follows:    to the Townships - value of federal lands times township levy times 
two; to the school districts - the larger of the value of federal lands times school levy times 
two OR resident students times $400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   The Bankhead 
Jones distribution this year totaled $4,112,789.65.   
 
 Commissioner Patten reported on the wind energy forum being planned for March 18, 
2010 at the Civic Center. 
 
 Discussion of the engineer’s position.  Patten to work with Olson to get an ad in the 
paper and a job description completed.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept the 2008 interest allocation as 
presented, retaining all interest earned in the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM until Tuesday, April 6, 2010, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 

March 18, 2010 
 
 On March 18, 2010, Commissioner Dale Patten was part of a panel held at the 
Watford City Civic Center for the purpose of bring information to the citizens of McKenzie 
County in regard to the various impacts of wind energy development to McKenzie County.  
Commissioners Richard Lawlar, Roger Chinn and Richard Cayko and Auditor Frances Olson 
were also in attendance at this forum.  No discussions were held or actions taken by the 
Commissioners. 



 
March 30, 2010 

 
 On March 30, 2010, the Natural Areas Acquisition Advisory Committee held a public 
hearing at the East Fairview Elementary school regarding a proposal by the American 
Federation for Wildlife to acquire approximately 983 acres in the oxbow area near the 
confluence of the Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers.  By law, Board Chairman Rick Lawlar is a 
member of the Advisory Committee.  Commissioners Dale Patten and Richard Cayko and 
Auditor Frances Olson were also in attendance.  No discussions were held or actions taken 
by the Commissioners at this hearing.  Formal consideration of the acquisition will be at the 
April 6, 2010, Commission meeting. 
 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 6, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 6, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jim Pojorlie met with the Board on behalf of the Grassy Butte Community Club.  He 
presented information on a proposed update to the Community Center which is 34 years old.  
Moved by Chinn seconded by Anderson to grant $60,000 toward this project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that McKenzie Electric Cooperative had been able to obtain 
funds due to the snow emergency declaration.  He has only a couple more months as North 
Dakota Department Commander.  Annual VSO training is in Bismarck the week of April 19. 
 
 E-911 Coordinator Lloyd Clock informed the Board that a vote on the continuation of 
the excise tax is needed at the Primary.  Moved by Patten seconded by Chinn to adopt the 
following resolution:   

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
RESOLUTION TO CONTINUE THE EXISTING 

9-1-1 EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMUNICATIONS FEE 
 

WHEREAS, the 9-1-1 emergency services communication system is critical to 
public safety in McKenzie County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the monthly 9-1-1 fee on “assessed communications services” 
(telephone exchange access service, wireless service, active prepaid wireless 
service, and voice over internet protocol service) imposed pursuant to North 



Dakota Century Code 57-40.6 is essential to the operation and maintenance of 
the 9-1-1 emergency services communication system; and  
 
WHEREAS the current fee limited to $1.00 per month per “communication 
connection” (telephone access line, wireless access line, unique voice over 
internet protocol service connection, or functional equivalent uniquely identifiable 
by a number, internet address, or other designation) was first implemented by 
resolution of this board and approved on June 9, 1998 by the voters of McKenzie 
County; and 
  
WHEREAS, North Dakota Century Code section 57-40.6-02 provides a process 
of imposing 9-1-1 fees by governing board resolution and approval of the voters. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board of 
Commissioners proposes the continuation of the existing 9-1-1 fee, and directs 
that the following measure be placed on the county ballot for the statewide 
primary election scheduled for June 8, 2010 and shall be effective January 1, 
2011, for an initial six year period.   
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the 9-1-1 fee shall be collected by the 
“assessed communications service providers” and paid to the County within thirty 
(30) days after collection from the subscriber or customer unless the provider has 
fewer than ten subscribers or customers in a jurisdiction, in which case the 
provider may pay the proceeds quarterly.  An assessed communications service 
provider may retain the actual costs of administration in collection of the fee, not 
to exceed five percent of the fee collected.   

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Clock also reported that more emergency responders are interested in the Bulberry system, 
which could be funded from the E-911 fund.  Moved by Anderson seconded by Cayko to 
approve purchase of the licenses as needed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin that the cooperative agreement to house overflow in Williams 
County is working well.  He is short a dispatcher again.  Matt Johansen will be getting truck 
regulatory training later this month.   
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the various water projects.  The 
District was awarded a $3.5 million grant for the first phase of the Missouri River transmission 
line project.  Balance of the funding will be from a loan through the state health department.  
They will have to pay for easements as there is no benefit to the land owner with a 
transmission line.  They continue to work on obtaining sites for bulk plants on both System 
Two and Four and for a reservoir for System Two.  Clint Hecker’s utility background has been 
very helpful as they go forward with the projects. 
 
 Alan Estvold, Akerman-Estvold Engineering, presented a proposal for providing 
engineering services to the county in lieu of hiring a full time engineer. 
 
 Paul Deutsch and Howdy Lawlar informed the Board that they are in the beginning 
stages of fund raising to replace the crash and rescue fire truck.  Last week they have sent 



out over 65 letters and already have pledges for $12,000.  They are still adding names to the 
contact list.  Estimated total cost of the project is $300,000.  Consensus is to help at the end 
of the project. 
 
 County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were present for 
the next portions of the meeting. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn seconded by 
Cayko to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids for a number of items were opened per advertised notice with the following 
results: 
Moved by Patten seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Tractor and Equipment for 
cutting edges.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
Moved by Cayko seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Johnston Fargo Culvert Company 
for steel culverts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
Moved by Chinn seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Cretex Concrete Products West for 
precast concrete culverts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
Moved by Anderson seconded by Chinn to accept the bid of Sundre Sand and Gravel for 
gravel and scoria crushing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of May meetings.  It was decided to have the regular meeting on 
Thursday, May 6, 2010, and another meeting on Tuesday, May 18, to take bids on motor 
graders and have a Park Board meeting. 
 
 Pat Candrian, agent for Bear Paw Energy, presented information on a number of 
temporary approaches needed for  the Rawson pipeline project.  Moved by Cayko seconded 
by Chinn to approve the permit for the approaches.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Roger Maki, Mike Russell, Bruce Erickson, Gary Sorenson and Milo Wisness met with 
the Board concerning the conditions of several roads, a discussion of load and speed 
restrictions and information about development in the Keene/Charlson areas.  North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties Permit Operator Linda Svihovec as was 
present.  Moved by Cayko seconded by Anderson to allow a variance from the spring 
restrictions of legal loads at 25 miles per hour on Route 53 from Jorgensons to Route 45 and 
on Route 10 from the Wahus corner to ND 23.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Wisness and 
Sorenson are to meet with Commissioner Anderson and Road Superintendent Koeser to see 
what should be done out in that area. 
 As the group was leaving the meeting, Erickson, who is a Watford City Councilman, 
informed the Board that the City Council had voted the previous evening to support the 
proposed public restroom/shower facility at 50% up $90,000. 
 
 Koeser reviewed projects already on the list.  He said that he has a sale for the 
wrecked chip spreader which was approved.  He will need to check with Watford City as they 
own 26%.  Discussion of building approaches into private.  Consensus to continue one 
approach for a new home but additional and field approaches will be charged to the 
landowner.  Nathan Dekker and Ryan Johnsrud took the landfill training and passed their 



tests. 
 Holter and Koeser left the meeting. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported that the State is shifting some 
duties from the Clerks of District Court to the State’s Attorneys.  The Board requested that he 
research legalities of a grant to the Eastern Agriculture Research Center. 
 
 County Recorder Ann M. Johnsrud requested a new position in her office because of 
workload and to train for future employee turnover which was approved.   
 
 County Director of Tax Equalization Deb Wisness submitted her resignation effective 
June 18, 2010.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept the resignation with 
regret.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Wisness was asked to put together a job description 
and advertise the position. 
 
 Linda Svihovec, Deb Hanson, Robin Arndt and Rick Hallcroft met with the Board 
regarding the need for a public restroom/shower facility in the community.  Hallcroft noted 
that there are many works currently living in campers or even their vehicles for whom this 
would be a great service.  It was pointed out that the current facility at the tourist park is not 
designed for the kind of use now needed.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to grant 
the Watford City Park District 50% of the project up to $90,000.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Cherri Weyrauch reported that the Weed Board had voted to make the Secretary 
position a regular part time position because of the number of hours currently being required.  
The Board concurred.  She also asked about snow removal and other maintenance in the 
shop yard.  Chairman Lawlar will contact the Road Department. 
 
 Konrad Norstog brought in maps and discussed some drainage problems along 
County Route 30.  He and Owen Hamre should meet with Mark Koeser on site and Koeser 
will report back to the Board. 
 
 Leroy Defoe requested that the usual free dump day be postponed until after the new 
cell is completed as the current one is rapidly reaching its maximum.  Proposals will be 
requested from some companies to do this work on an emergency basis.  County Engineer 
Holter will be asked for some plans/specifications for contractors to review. 
 
 Peggy Hellandsaas reported on the electrical work still needed to get the camping 
sites at Tobacco Garden fully updated for the current type of usage.  A number of events are 
already scheduled for the resort this summer and the oil activity is also impacting camping.  
She has applied for a Garrison Diversion Conservancy District recreation grant to help with 
the installation costs of the boat slips.  It also appears that the second one thousand fuel tank 
discussed last year will be needed.  Consensus to go ahead with the projects. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the new equipment hire rates 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to approve the utility permits requested by 
Bear Paw Energy, Reservation Telephone Cooperative and McKenzie Electric Cooperative; 



and the approach permit requested by Burlington Resources, Killer B Trucking Inc, Texon LP 
and Continental Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve licenses for on/off sale beer 
and on/off sale liquor, both with Sunday sales, per application from James Brown.  Voting 
aye:  Patten,  Anderson, Chinn, Cayko; voting nay:  Lawlar.  Motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute an architectural services 
contract with Hulsing and Associates and proceed to bid for the storage/office building.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to submit the county’s current design 
standards to North Dakota Department of Transportation with no changes.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the biennial certification of 
township road miles to the State Treasurer with no changes.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to authorize a proxy for the North Dakota 
Insurance Reserve Fund annual meeting and to cast the County’s vote for Scott Wagner as 
the county representative on the Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion of the hearing last week in East Fairview on the acquisition of 
the Big Oxbow tract by the American Federation for Wildlife.  Moved by Patten and seconded 
by Chinn that the County’s vote when the Natural Areas Acquisition Advisory Committee 
meets will be in opposition and to recommend that the Governor not approve the sale and to 
send a letter to the Governor outlining the County’s reasons for its vote.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Patten to accept County Engineer John Holter’s 
resignation due to retirement with regret.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board will go 
forward with seeking to fill the position with a full time licensed engineer.  Applications which 
have been received to date were reviewed.  A number of other options for recruitment were 
discussed. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to adjust the monthly salaries of Amy 
Fast, Ann Johnsrud, Ron Rankin, Linda Svihovec and Frances Olson by $600 in recognition 
of changing workloads and job responsibilities, effective May 1, 2010.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The Board recessed at 6:55 PM CDT until call of the Auditor for interviews of Engineer 
candidates.  
 

April 28, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 28, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Vice Chairman Chinn called the 
meeting to order at 9:10 AM. 



 
 Procedure for interviewing candidates for County Engineer were reviewed and 
questions to be asked assigned to each Commissioner. 
 
 Chairman Lawlar arrived at 9:30 AM. 
 
 Matthew Beard was interviewed until 10:40 AM.  Bruce Lindholm was interviewed until 
12:15 PM. 
 
 The Board then recessed to attend the luncheon meeting of the permit section of the 
North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties at the Outlaws Bar and Grill, 
reconvening at 2:00 PM at the Commission Room. 
 
 Shaun Fontenelle was interviewed by conference phone from 2:30 until 3:45 PM.   
 
 Bonnie Johnsrud, Karen Holte, Sandy Meyer, Lanae Roos, Kristie Roles, Vonnie 
Johnsrud, Denae Hoffmann and Steven Jorgenson met with the Board.  Bonnie Johnsrud 
read a request from Carol Kieson on behalf of the employees requesting a meeting to discuss 
pay issues.  They will be scheduled on the May 6, 2010, agenda. 
 
 There was discussion of the pay issues that have been previously raised to various 
Commissioners by various employees. 
 
 There was further discussion of the three candidates interviewed today.  Auditor Olson 
will email Fontenelle to request that references to sent to Commissioner Patten.  Pending 
review, he may be asked to come to McKenzie County for an in-person interview. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:30 PM until Thursday, May 6, 2010, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 6, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 6, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
Auditor Olson passed out the Treasurer’s report as she is attending an interim Taxation 
committee meeting. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reported on the 2010 Williston Basin Petroleum Conference 
which he recently attended. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin and Chief Dispatcher Tammy Evanson presented the Board with a 
packet of information regarding current salaries and staffing for dispatch personnel.  In two 



weeks he will be down to four dispatchers which makes it extremely difficult to cover shifts as 
needed.  It was also mentioned that no adjustments had been made to salaries when 
dispatchers completed the E-911 dispatch certification.  They were asked to bring down 
additional information. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Jerry Samuelson informed the Board of some requirements under Workforce Safety and 
Insurance for physicals in the Sheriff’s Department.  He has completed his term as President 
of the state Veterans Service Officers Association.  He will complete his year as North Dakota 
Department Commander of the American Legion in June. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Cory Chorne updated the Board on the various water projects.  Gene 
Veeder was present for a short time before he had to leave for another meeting.  The District 
expects to let bids in September for part of System Two.  They continue to work on the 
project to bring Missouri River water to McKenzie County. 
 
 Brent Sanford, Lowell Cutshaw, Justin Voll and Cory Chorne informed the Board of 
plans the City of Watford City has been considering for an evaluation of the City’s 
infrastructure capacity, an examination of the City’s extra-territorial zoning authority and the 
process of annexation.  Because the City does not have a tax base in the extra-territorial 
zone, the County was asked to consider participating in the cost of the evaluation and 
planning.  They are looking to plan growth and maintain an area to which people would want 
to move and stay.  Additional information on the costs is still needed.  Chairman Lawlar 
appointed Commissioners Cayko and Patten to a joint planning committee. 
 
 Following noon recess, County Engineer John Holter and Road Superintendent Mark 
Koeser came into the meeting.  Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko seconded by 
Chinn to accept the bid of Farmers Union for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Arlen Moran presented a proposal from Franz Construction for the development of a 
new cell at the landfill.  The proposal of $198,243.15 was comparable to the county’s costs 
for the last cell.  Moved by Anderson seconded by Cayko to accept the proposal.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Rich Hallcroft, Three Way, Inc., outlined the company’s plans for improvements at its 
facility at 13th ST SW in Watford City, asked about any plans the  County had for the street 
and about dust control.  He was referred to Carol Kieson or Mike Dollinger. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz requested an access road to the Water Resource District’s reservoir for 
System Two.  He has been working with Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and the land 
owners.  Construction of the reservoir would be in late fall.  The County could invoice the 
District and be reimbursed if the District can obtain grants funds.  
  
 Wirtz also requested an access road to his own property recently acquired.  He would 
be allowed the standard approach and culvert. 



 
 Nancy Crighton and others met with the Board stating that there are five in their area 
who would like the dust control product.  The process and cost share were explained and 
they were referred to Carol Kieson. 
 
 Verlin Fossum and Larry Novak met with the Board on behalf of Tri Township 
regarding traffic safety near the Enbridge depot.  Trucks are parking in line on the shoulder of 
the road waiting to enter the facility.  Could Route 16 be widened there?  They were referred 
to the companies, to approach it from a safety stand point.  There really isn’t room to widen 
the road on the north side where it would be needed. 
 
 Steve Berg, Bechtold Paving, presented proposals for several patching jobs.  Moved 
by Anderson seconded by Cayko to accept these proposals.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
The County has some chips that could be used, and the quoted prices adjusted accordingly. 
 
 Koeser updated the Board on the status of the various projects.  He also discussed 
some personnel absences upcoming.  Commission Patten asked for information on 
designating haul roads and value of asking companies for advance notice of rig moves and 
frac jobs so the Road Department could be more responsive to road conditions. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson passed out copies of Attorney General’s 
Opinion 2004-L-03 as his response to the Board’s question about granting money to the 
Eastern Agricultural Research Center. 
 
 A number of employees and two officials met with the Board to discuss the salary 
adjustments made at the last meeting.  The Board stated their appreciation for the good work 
done by all employees and that McKenzie County officials and employees are respected 
across the state.  The current longevity policy was discussed.  There has been no adjustment 
to the annual amount since it was instituted in the late 1970’s.  The Board will consider all the 
information presented. 
 
 Director of Tax Equalization Deb Wisness presented copies of the applications for her 
position.  After review, she was asked to set up interviews with three of the applicants for May 
18. 
 State’s Attorney Johnson gave some additional comments regarding the salary issues. 
 From 5:00 PM until 6:20 PM, the Board interviewed Michael Greer, applicant for the 
County Engineer position. 
 
 Moved by Anderson seconded by Cayko to accept the recommendation of the 
Alexander City Council and approve the Application for Settlement and Abatement of Taxes 
made by George Sutton.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Patten seconded by Chinn to make a $500 budget grant to the Friends of 
National Grasslands.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson seconded by Patten to set the hourly wage for elections workers 
who attend training at $9.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn seconded by Cayko to approve approach permits to Burlington 
Resources, Tracker Resource Development and Whiting Oil.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Patten to approve utility permits to Bear Paw Energy, 
Quest and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten seconded by Chinn to execute division orders to XTO Energy for the 
Federal 34X-14 and to Murex Petroleum for the Alfred Brown #2.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson seconded by Patten to execute an oil lease to Transcontinent Oil 
Company for mineral acres in the northwest quarter of Section 13, Township 148N, Range 
101W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko seconded by Anderson to execute a Maintenance Agreement for 
County/Township Roadways within North Dakota Department of Transportation Right of Way.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson seconded by Patten to approve the renewal of the maintenance 
agreement with Trane for the same terms.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
There was additional discussion regarding all salary issues, including longevity amount and 
the timing of adjustments requested in the budget process.  Moved by Anderson seconded by 
Cayko to amend Personnel Policy Section 301 Longevity Bonus to $175 per year of 
employment for full time employees and $87.50 per year for regular part time employees, 
effective for 2010.    All voting aye, motion carried.  There was also discussion of the 
proration of health insurance benefits for less than full time employees similar to the North 
Dakota Association of Counties policy.  Tabled until May 18 so that a copy can be obtained. 
 
 Discussion of the interview with Michael Greer.  Patten was asked to check references 
and make an offer if all was in order. 
 
 Discussion of the Garrison Diversion Conservancy District recreational grant to 
Tobacco Garden Resort for the dock and boat slip.  Consensus is that the County will pay the 
difference and retain ownership. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 8:00 PM until Tuesday, May 18, 2010, beginning at 1:00 PM. 
 

May 18, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 18, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  Commissioner Lawlar.  Vice 
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 1:00 PM. 
 
 Bids for motor graders were opened per advertised notice.  Present for the bid opening 
were County Engineer John Holter, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser, Mark Feland 
and Scott Hoovestal, both RDO Equipment and Jerry Martinson, Tractor & Equipment.   
RDO Equipment bid a cash price of $254,500 each for a John Deere 872G.  Eleven trades 
were valued at $167,250 and one trade at $170,250 for a total trade allowance of $2,010,000.  
Net price for twelve machines is $1,044,000. 



 Tractor & Equipment bid a cash price of $238,600 each for a Caterpillar 160M.  The 
twelve trades were valued at $165,000 each for a total trade allowance of $1,980,000.  Net 
price for twelve machines is $883,200. 
 Feland and Martinson were each given an opportunity to discuss their machine. 
 Koeser will review the bids for compliance with specifications and report back. 
 
 The Board recessed from 2:10 PM for a park board meeting, reconvening at 3:04 PM.  
Betty Weber and Steven Jorgenson were interviewed for the opening in the Tax Director’s 
office.   Tax Director Deb Wisness and Treasurer Linda Svihovec sat in on the interviews. 
  
 There was discussion of the transition including the availability of Wisness and 
Barbara Bauman.  Other County Tax Directors could also be contacted.  Wisness said the 
new hire will need to do the Class One Assessor self-study and test as soon as possible in 
order to assess. 
 
 John Holter brought back information on the Forest Highway money available and the 
project proposed on Route 14 that is eligible for this funding.  Moved by Patten and seconded 
by Chinn to submit this project to North Dakota Department of Transportation for a bid in the 
fall for construction in 2011.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Diedre Berquist was interviewed for the opening in the Tax Director’s office. 
 
 There was discussion of developing a GIS position in either the Engineer’s office or 
the Tax Director’s office.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to make an exception to the Personnel 
Policy regarding use of sick leave for one Road Department employee and allow use of as 
many hours of regular sick leave for family sick leave as needed.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Discussion of candidates for opening in Tax Director’s office.   Auditor Olson is to 
prepare a letter of offer for Deidre Berquist and send letters to Weber and Jorgenson.   
 
 There was further discussion on the motor grader bids, but action was tabled until the 
next meeting. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:34 PM until Tuesday, June 1, 2010, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 1, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 1, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  Commissioner Lawlar.  Vice 
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 



 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  There was discussion on the 
transition in the Tax Director’s office.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dale Naze reported on a large hole in the side of the approach to the Multi-Purpose 
Building at the fairgrounds.  It is being used by heavier traffic than for which designed.  
Consensus is to get it fixed.   
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reviewed the previous salary discussions as well as the portion of 
dispatch salaries that would be attributable to 911 dispatching.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to increase the starting wage for dispatch to $14 per hour, with 
proportionate adjustments to current dispatch salaries, effective June 20, 2010, and to 
transfer $30,000 from each of the 911 funds to the Jail budget to offset the increases.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 Rankin also reported on a recent train derailment near Fairview.  There were no 
injuries or leaks. 
 
 Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA; Brent Sanford and Justin Voll, City of Watford 
City; Mike Greer, McKenzie County Engineering; and Russ Sorenson and Dawn Keeley, 
Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, briefed the Board on the Watford 
City/Extraterritorial planning process to date.  Handouts included the items to be considered 
and an organizational chart of the team members.   
 
 Olaf Loomer asked the Board to consider monitoring contractors.  He feels that there 
is shoddy work being done in the county at present. 
 
 The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 11:00 AM.  Deb Wisness, 
Deidre Berquist and Linda Svihovec were present.  Wisness reported that that values are in 
line with State guidelines.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept Wisness’ 
recommendation for no changes for 2010.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Trane representatives Pete Berger, Doug Rapske and Kevin Harris presented an 
overview of the final proposal for the heating and cooling retrofit.  A short recess was taken 
for lunch during the presentation.  Following discussion at the end of the presentation, it was 
moved by Cayko, and seconded by Anderson to enter into a contract with Trane for a Facility 
Infrastructure and Energy Efficiency Improvement project under the terms of North Dakota 
Century Code 48-05.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Present for the next portion of the meeting were County Engineer John Holter; County 
Road Superintendent Mark Koeser;  Mike Greer, newly hired Engineer, and Carol Kieson, 
Dust Control Coordinator.  
 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil Company.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil 
Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Sherry Lervick met with the Board regarding improvements to Route 31 to improve 
sight distances and other safety concerns. 
 
 Chris Anderson, The Western Company of Texas Vice President, met with the Board 
to review the work they are doing in the area.  Denton Zukbe, County Water Resource District 
President, was also present.  Anderson explained the procedures that they use to provide 
temporary water lines to oil well sites to carry water for the fracturing process.  It was decided 
to develop a temporary utility permit that would be submitted prior to each new project. 
 
 Holter reported on the current condition of Route 10.  He is to coordinate with Bechtold 
Paving for repairs. 
 
 Koeser reported that increased traffic on Route 36 is tearing it up.  The landfill road 
near Murie’s has developed problems as well.  He is still working on the road near Harlan 
Rolla’s.  Because they are so far behind, it was decided to deny some private requests.  He 
expects Sundre’s to move in toward the end of the month.  Franz has started at the landfill. 
 
 Kieson reported that it does not appear that many companies are turning in the 
needed information for the additional fees during the frost laws.  She has had inquiries about 
the County’s policies on surfacing, grading and snow plowing.  Consensus that with the 
increased, changed workloads, the policy needs to be reviewed.  There was discussion on 
the haul priorities for the dust control projects. 
 
 There was further discussion on the road grader bids.  Commissioners Chinn and 
Anderson met with the operators this morning.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to 
accept the bid of Tractor and Equipment for 12 Caterpillar 160M graders, trading the 12 John 
Deere 870G graders.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson reported that Vikki Lorenz is retiring but 
asked that she could complete two cases that will come to trial later this summer, which was 
approved.  Possible costs on the Cameron Arnegard case were discussed.  Consensus is to 
waive.   
 
 There was discussion of re-defining a position in the Engineer’s office to incorporate 
more GIS and to work on the oil & gas project.  A draft position description was passed out 
for review. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve utility crossing permits to 
Hess Corporation, Bear Paw Energy, O’Brien Builders and McKenzie County Water 
Resource District.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve approach permits to Zenergy 
and Burlington Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the renewal of the contract 
with Computer Professionals Unlimited for a five year term.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the renewal of the contract 
with NRG Technology Services for a one year term.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to issue a Quit Claim Deed to David 
Lawrence for Lots 4 and t, Except the South 10 feet of Lot 5 in Block 1 of the Original 
Townsite of Arnegard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to make the following board 
appointments:  Water Resource District, 5 year term – Denton Zubke; County Park Board, 2 
year term – Ray Mrachek and Lee Stevens.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
The July meeting was scheduled for Thursday, July 8, beginning at 9:00 AM CDT. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson presented the current plans for a wellness center.  
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:20 PM until noon on June 2, when the commissioners will 
be attending a meeting with the City of Watford City and consultants as a preliminary 
overview of potential development in and around Watford City.  A third meeting was 
tentatively scheduled for June 23 for another joint meeting with Watford City for a review of 
findings by the consultants. 
 

June 2, 2010 
 
 Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Patten and Cayko attended a noon meeting at the 
Outlaws Grille on June 2, 2010.  Treasurer Linda Svihovec was present and took notes for 
the official proceedings.  Also present were City of Watford City officials and consultants from 
Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, Bismarck. 
 
 Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA Coordinator, gave an overview of the potential 
developments in the county and explained that the process to be used in planning. 
 
 Russ Sorenson PE, Project Manager from AE2S, introduced the project team.  They 
will be working over the next two months to develop plans for all aspects of potential 
community growth.  This would include the allowable one mile extra-territorial area. 
 
 Issues to be addressed include traffic flows, sewer/water system capacities, land use 
regulations and standards, clean up issues, annexations and extra-territorial area and funding 
sources.  A smaller group, including Lowell Cutshaw and Justin Voll from the City and Gene 
Veeder from the county will work to scale down the scope of the assessment and planning. 
 
 The meeting concluded at 2:00 PM. 
 

June 23, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 23, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Others present were Brent Sanford, Watford City Mayor; Lowell Cutshaw, Watford City 
Engineer; Glenn Beard, Watford City Planning Commission; Russ Sorenson and Cory 
Chorne, Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services; Gene Veeder and Paul 



Wisness, McKenzie County JDA; Mike Greer, McKenzie County Engineering Department; 
and Neal Shipman, McKenzie County Farmer. 
 
 Veeder passed out copies of the land use plan that was adopted by the County in 
1996. 
 
 Sorenson handed out a scope of service and reviewed several maps of various current 
and proposed city limits and zoning uses.  These are preliminary ideas and there are a 
number of issues with infrastructure to be considered and landowners to be contacted.  Other 
discussion topics included rural water system in annexed areas, current city authority in the 
extraterritorial areas, need for written plan, and effect on development now with lack of formal 
plan. 
 
 To date AE2S has been working without a formal agreement.  They have been looking 
for grants to cover the expense.  Veeder said that the ND Department of Commerce has 
made $25,000 available.  Additional federal money may be available by fall.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Anderson to transfer $37,500 to County JDA for the county’s share 
of a planning services contract with Advanced Engineering and Environmental Services, 
anticipating a match from the City of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chorne updated the Board on funding for the various rural water projects in the county.  
The bids for the System Two pipeline came in lower than expected which will allow an 
increase in the size of the storage tank, which will be bid next month.  Bids will also be taken 
for the pump stations.   
 
 There was a review of a scoping from North Dakota Department of Transportation re:  
changes proposed to the junction of ND 23 and 73.  Turning lanes are needed there as well 
as at Keene. 
 
 Following lunch recess, Mike Greer and Steve Berg, Bechtold Paving, met with the 
Board to review proposals for maintenance on county roads.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Chinn to accept Bechtold’s proposal for repairs on Route 36, to re-sign the 
paved portion of the road to 80,000 pounds and a 20 MPH speed limit for trucks.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the proposal of Bechtold Paving 
for repairs on the landfill road and the south fairgrounds approach and to add Petromat to the 
Route 10 repairs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mike Greer and Steven Jorgenson handed out a draft job description for a GIS 
position.  They were asked to bring back a budget proposal to the next meeting.  It was 
decided to leave it in the Engineering department for now. 
 
 There was discussion of the current utility and approach permits and review of a draft 
of a temporary encroachment permit.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve 
the permit for temporary encroachment as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The 
Board also re-affirmed the need for an agent signature before the permits would be 
approved. 
 



 A sub-division plat was reviewed.  July 23, beginning at 10 AM was set for the hearing 
on the sub-division and any other business that may arise by then. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve approach permits to Burlington  
Resources, SM Energy, Scott Hoverson, Continental Resources and Bear Paw Energy; and 
utility permits to McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy and Reservation 
Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the access and testing 
agreement for Alltel.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of a self-insurance claim that was first approved by the third party 
administrator and then rejected when filed.  Consensus is that it should be paid. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported that she has hired two new people to begin July 6.  
Marlys Sydor and Margaret Zubke have resigned. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn reported on conversation with Roger Brenna re:  a township road 
that the Forest Service is claiming.  He is putting together a packet of the original papers 
opening the road that he will give Brenna. 
 
 Commissioner Patten reviewed recent correspondence re:  the Reichman case. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:45 PM until Thursday, July 8, 2010, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
   

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

July 7, 2010 
 
 Commissioners Ron Anderson, Roger Chinn and Dale Patten attended an 
infrastructure development meeting sponsored by the North Dakota Department of 
Commerce on July 7, 2010, at the Outlaws Bar & Grill meeting room.  Also present for the 
County were Auditor Frances Olson and Engineer Mike Greer. 
 
 Department of Commerce Commissioner Shane Goettle opened the meeting at 8:00 
AM called for introductions around the room. 
 
 Joe Morrissette, Office of Management and Budget, reviewed revenue projections for 
the current biennium.  Actual numbers for the first year of the biennium are higher than 
projected and the higher numbers will be used going forward. 
 
 Francis Ziegler, Department of Transportation Director, outlined work planned for state 
roads in western North Dakota. 
 
 Mike Anderson, Housing Finance Agency Executive Director, reviewed the programs 
that are available for housing projects, including new construction and rehabilitation of both 
single family homes and multi-family units. 



 
 Eric Hardmeyer, CEO and President of the Bank of North Dakota, reviewed what the 
Bank had proposed to help out the city of Williston with housing development.  In the end, the 
developer did not require the financing, but what was developed was a model that could help 
other communities. 
 
 Commissioner Goettle explained the state’s four part strategy to address Infrastructure 
Development in this region.  Needs will be identified and assessed in four areas:  
Transportation, Housing, Workforce and Technical Assistance.  The results of the various 
studies will guide development of legislation to obtain assistance to the communities from the 
next legislative session. 
 
 Denver Tolliver, Assistant Director of the Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute, 
stated that the Institute, in cooperation with the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas 
Producing Counties and the Department of Commerce, is conducting a study to survey, 
identify and forecast transportation needs for the next 15-20 years.  The goal is to dovetail all 
systems into a single report.  Mike Greer will be the County’s point of contact for this part of 
the study.   
There was general discussion of how current activities in the oil patch are impacting all road 
systems.   

 
Goettle pointed out that there will be a survey of 77 companies for projections on 

workforce coming into the area, what skills will be needed and housing requirements.  The 
study will be designed by Dr. Jim Ondracek.  Dr. Ondracek stated that he would need a 
contact in the community who could be a guide as to best sources of information.  He was 
referred to Gene Veeder.  Goettle outlined a proposal for a study that would focus on up to 6 
communities who would share in the cost of the study.   

 
The meeting concluded at 10:05 AM 

 
 

July 8, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 8, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented the financial report and listings of the pledges of 
assets from the financial institutions.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept 
the pledges as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 An email received from former Tax Director Deb Wisness was reviewed.  Auditor to 
send a letter that due to limited availability in July and August, other arrangements have been 
made for training in the new hire. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson was present when John Skurupey, Manager 
of McKenzie Electric Cooperative, requested consideration of allowing an access to the 
Alexander substation off the section line on the east side of the property.  The township and 
the adjacent landowner need to be involved.  Skurupey left the meeting. 
 
 Johnson discussed county ownership of minerals as it has changed over the years. 

Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve a lease with riders to URSA.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

A new state trooper has been assigned to Watford City.   
Discussion of the partial judgment in the Reichman case.  Olson said that Tom 

Stonecipher had requested a list of the county’s expenses in the case, which was sent.  The 
road needs to be surveyed.  Johnson and Patten to put together letters; one to state that 
there will be a survey; one to state that panels cannot be used. 

 
Deputy Lloyd Clock presented information on equipment needs to keep the E-911 

system functioning well.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to authorize 
expenditures to replace the controller and purchase a second radio, using both E-911 and 
Wireless 911 funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Ron Rankin explained the procedures when sex offenders move into the state.  

He has been getting better applicants for dispatch with the adjustments to salary.  
 
Jaret Wirtz updated the Board on the various water projects and systems.  Distribution 

lines for System 2 were bid in June and came in lower than expected allowing for a larger 
reservoir.  Construction on the lines should start in early August.  The reservoir and pump 
stations will be bid in mid August.  Bids will be taken later in August for the first phase of the 
regional system coming from Williston.   

 
Jan Dodge presented information on a proposal for a Small Business Development 

Center position that would be established at Williston State College.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to grant $10,000 as a cash share for the part time position.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Patten reported from the Social Services Board meeting that foster care 

and child protection cases are increasing.  The Healthcare reform could mean up to a 50% 
increase in Medicaid eligibility.  One or two more staff may be needed. 

 
Commissioner Cayko reported on an incident where a temporary water line for The 

Western Company of Texas had trenched a road, in violation of the agreements.  They will be 
billed for the cost of re-doing the dust control on that section.  The fire at the landfill is 
hopefully out and the new cell should be started soon. 

 
Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 

Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to accept this bid for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Engineer Mike Greer and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were present for 
the road department portion of the meeting.  Koeser reported that Lary Moberg is done at the 
end of the pay period.  Another employee who quit earlier this year would like to come back.  
Discussion of longevity and other benefits.  Consensus that he would have to start over for 



longevity, but salary and level at which paid leave is earned could continue at the same level 
as prior to termination.    

Alfie Westerso met with the Board to explain the effects of traffic past her home.  
LeRoy Wilson met with the Board regarding the application of dust control near his 

house.  Something will need to be worked out with the adjacent land owner before it can be 
extended as he requests. 

Donald Lovaas met with the Board to inquire about scheduling for grader 
maintenance.  He was informed of a change in operations in his area and will wait to see how 
that goes. 

Koeser pointed about three county routes that are getting particularly heavy use as 
traffic avoids ND 23 and US 85.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to post 80,000 
pounds and 20 MPH on the Kordonowy subdivision road, allowing permits for non-divisible 
loads.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Discussion of establishing gravel haul roads to keep traffic off county and state 
pavement.  Koeser said it’s difficult because the traffic patterns change so rapidly.  Some 
time to be scheduled at the July 27 meeting for a more thorough discussion of the road 
situation. 

Greer said that he had been in contact with Chris Anderson, The Western Company of 
Texas, regarding the road damage and had sent an invoice.  As permits have not been 
brought in as agreed, Greer is to call him and shut them down. 

Jim Johnsrud, Watford City Public Works Director, discussed issues with the well by 
the fairgrounds.  Work is to proceed with the county providing any required easements. 

Greer discussed McKenzie Electric Cooperative plans to bury a new three phase in 
the Jorgenson road and the current condition of it.  Greer to get more information and hold up 
MEC until it can be decided what to do with the road. 

Landfill fire is out.  Franz has moved back in and started on the new cell.  With the 
increase in traffic there, part time help may be needed. 

North Dakota Department of Transportation wants to use the Summit Campground 
road for a detour; which was approved as long as it is restored. 

The dirt crew is moving in to replace the failed pipe on Route 50. 
Discussion of request for information from Hawkeye Township on reducing speed 

limits.  Some of the routes are county.  Township should come in. 
 
A group of forty six people met with the Board to support a presentation from Dan 

Kelly, Administrator of the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems, regarding proposed 
construction of a new wellness center.  It would be located near the Good Shepherd Home 
and serve a much wider constituency than the current center.  The request from the County is 
$750,000 toward the building and about $300,000 in kind site preparation. 

 
Paul Deutsch and Steve Sanford updated the Board on the project to get a better 

rescue truck.  It cannot be ordered until the finances are in place.  There is a grant application 
in that could fund up to $247,000 of the project.  Have commitments to date from a letter 
campaign of $50,000.  Will need about $80,000 fairly soon after ordered.  Consensus to 
cover unfunded portion. 

 
Dale Naze and Keith Winter met with the Board regarding a need for a letter to Forest 

Service regarding AMP’s for pastures 2, 10 and 11.  They are not accepting their own 
research in developing the plans.  Inquiry also needs to be made on the status of the 
County’s request for Cooperating Agency Status. 



 
Mike Greer and Steven Jorgenson presented a preliminary budget for the new GIS 

department.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to create a GIS department within the 
General Fund, to transfer Jorgenson into it, and set his salary at $3,900 per month effective 
July 18, 2010, through the 2011 budget year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to make the following Board 
appointments:  Dale Patten, Lisa Redford and Jerome Lervick to 3 year terms on the Social 
Services Board; Rick Holm to a 2 year term on the Watford City Pest Control Board and 
Michelle Schoenwald to a 2 year term on the Northwest Human Service Center Board.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the raffle permit application from 
the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the following utility permit 
applications:  McKenzie Electric Cooperative; Hess Keene Production; Bear Paw and 
McKenzie County Water Resources District.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the following approach permits:  
Burlington Resources and Park Construction.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute the Memorandum of 
Understanding with Mandaree SD#26 and the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block 
Grant on behalf of the school for the energy update.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the proposal from NRG 
Technology Services for disaster recovery services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the special event permit 
application from Tobacco Garden Resort.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of cost of living salary increases for 2011 budgets.  Budget memo to 
departments to show possible COLA of $3,600 for all regular full time, except employees who 
have received other adjustments in 2010 or were hired after June 1, 2010, would be 
considered for a COLA of $1,800.  Any requests for other adjustments must have written 
documentation to support the amount requested. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the amendment to a lease to 
Continental Resources, Inc. previously approved March 3, 2010.   All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 There was further discussion on the request from the McKenzie County Healthcare 
Systems, but no action taken. 
 
 Commissioner Patten recapped yesterday’s meeting for Commissioners Cayko and 
Lawlar. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:55 PM until July 27, 2010, beginning at 10:00 AM CDT.    



 
 

July 27, 2010 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on July 27, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
 The hearing on the adoption of a subdivision plat, Watford Nodak, was opened.  
Landowner Eric Fairbanks explained the layout of the lots which are intended for commercial 
use.  Others present during the hearing were Andy McGinnis, Nevin Dahl, Kirk Wold, Gene 
Veeder and Jaret Wirtz.  Wirtz explained that although there is a rural water line in the 
vicinity, the landowners must make application to the Water Resource District and hook ups 
are not guaranteed.  Responding to concerns about the paved street south of the airport, 
Fairbanks explained that they are a oil field welding service and seldom have trucks over the 
40 ton limit.  The hearing closed at 10:30 AM with no one appearing in opposition to the plat. 
 Mayor Brent Sanford and JDA Coordinator Gene Veeder reported on the work to date 
on the planning for the City and the extraterritorial areas.  Veeder stated that the companies 
that contact him are looking for rules to follow.  With no zoning in the county, he only finds out 
about some of the developments because of requests about rural water.  Sanford said that 
the City may need to look at a separate position for a building official to maintain some 
continuity in the process.  Veeder was asked to work with the consultants to get some public 
meetings set up around the county in three or four locations. 
 
 Sanford reported that the Roughrider fund has committed $300,000 this year and 
$200,000 next year to the wellness center project.  The City will be considering a grant of 
$500,000 at its next meeting.  He also explained the amount of revenues generated to the 
Roughrider fund from the one percent city sales tax. 
 
 Wirtz and Veeder reported that they are working with Senator Dorgan’s office 
regarding the allocation of $2.2 million of federal funds received for rural water projects.  They 
are also still working with the regional water consortium with a goal of getting Missouri River 
water to McKenzie, Williams and Divide Counties. 
 
 General discussion with Wold and Dahl regarding their ideas for development. 
 
 Following noon recess, representatives of The Western Company of Texas, including 
CEO and President Dale Behan and Vice President Chris Anderson, met with the Board 
regarding a trenched county road which had not and would not have been approved.  They 
explained their procedures for providing temporary water sources to the oil field.  The Board 
informed them of the proper procedures for permitting the temporary encroachments.  The 
Company has been billed for the road damages and is agreeable to payment. 
 
 Others present during the afternoon session were Engineer Mike Greer; County Road 
Superintendent Mark Koeser; Carol Kieson and Mike Dollinger, Dust Suppression project; 
and Tina Foreman, McKenzie County Farmer. 
 
 Steven Jorgenson brought back requested information on GIS equipment, software 



and support.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to purchase equipment, support and 
training per quote #0163-01 from GIS Workshop, Inc. in the amount of $15,140.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  He was also asked to get the ArcView licenses up to date. 
 
 Koeser explained the current status with crushing needs in the county.  He is to keep 
working with the companies and landowners to get the materials we need crushed and 
stockpiled. 
  
 Greer reported that Franz has completed the new cell at the landfill.  There will need to 
be an adjustment to the contract as the cell was completed to a larger dimension than 
originally planned.  He reported on cameras available and was asked to get the dual camera 
system.  There was also discussion of part time help for the landfill.  He was directed to have 
it put in the budget for discussion then. 
 
 There was discussion of the current conditions of the various county routes and 
maintenance needs.  Topics included load limits, permit system, haul roads and pavement 
maintenance.  Kieson and Dollinger reported on the dust suppression project to date. 
 
 Greer had a proposal from Bechtold Paving for using Petro-Mat on Route 53 prior to 
the scheduled patch in the amount of $16,362.58.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to accept the proposal.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Greer reported that Dollinger’s pickup has the transmission out.  It is a 2002 with over 
90,000 miles.  He had a proposal from S & S for a 2008 Crew cab with 12,000 miles for 
$32,510 less an allowance of $1,500 for the 2002.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Patten to accept the proposal and replace the pickup on an emergency basis.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There will be a meeting on August 4 at 1 PM CDT in the Commissioners room to 
finalize plans on the Jorgenson road project.  Commissioners Anderson and Lawlar will 
attend.  Greer outlined the various problems with the road. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to accept a proposal from Franz 
Construction, Inc., to supply 10,000 tons of crushed road base at $7 per ton.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the Watford Nodak subdivision as 
platted.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to transfer $12,000 to the Veterans 
Service Officer Fund to cover unexpected expenses.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

A proposed sub-division plat was reviewed.  A hearing was set for September 7, 2010, 
at 11 AM. 

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to accept the proposal of Eide Bailly for audit 

services for CY 2010, 2011 and 2012.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve an approach permit to Franz 



Construction.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve utility permits to Reservation 

Telephone Cooperative and Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute a division order to XTO 

Energy, Inc., on the Jorgenson 41X-06.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve a stockpile agreement with 

Myron and Leroy Leland.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to rescind alcohol and beer licenses 

issued to James Brown and to refund the fees as the business had not opened.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion of the comment period beginning for the Little Missouri National 

Grasslands Travel Management Plan.  The McKenzie Grazing Association is working on an 
alternative to be submitted.  The Forest Service has not been following its own rules in 
developing the alternatives being presented for comment.  Patten will contact Counsel 
Connie Brooks for input. 

 
Further discussion on the request from the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems for 

the wellness center.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant McKenzie County 
Healthcare Systems $750,000 toward a new wellness center for McKenzie County.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 PM CDT until August 3, 2010, beginning at 9:00 AM 

CDT.  
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 3, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on August 3, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented the financial report.  There was discussion of how 
potential allocations from the Infrastructure Fund would affect school aid from the state. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on changing radio requirements for emergency responders 
and presented a request from the Keene Fire Department.  There was discussion about the 
various backup generators.  He has been working on reviewing the county’s emergency plan 



and updating the new staff members.  He learned of more grants coming available for 
emergency services.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to grant $2,200 to the Keene 
Fire Department from the Hazardous Chemical Preparedness Fund as a cost share on 
updating radios as required.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to appoint Calvin Parrish as the County 
Coroner for a term of five years.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Auditor Olson presented a written request from Nellie Celander for a waiver of landfill 
fees for a building to be replaced in the Renaissance Zone.  Consensus is to allow only if the 
City does the demolition. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve approach permit applications 
from Park Construction, Bear Paw Energy, Marathon Oil and Tracker Resource 
Development.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve utility crossing permit 
applications from Bear Paw Energy and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz handed out a summary of the current status of water projects and a copy of 
a letter to Governor Hoeven’s office outlining water needs in northwest North Dakota.   
 
 Treasurer Svihovec, Recorder Johnsrud and Clerk of Court Roos handed out and 
reviewed preliminary salary guides which had been developed by them, Sheriff Rankin and 
Auditor Olson.  Consensus that it is a start, but to stay with the COLA that has been proposed 
for 2011 and work toward having a plan in place for 2012.  
 
 No public appeared for the hearing on the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 2011 
budget. 
 
 Wally Johnson, Chairman, and Steve Meyer, Vice Chairman, McKenzie County 
Housing Authority, informed the Board that the Senior Center complex is for sale and 
discussed options for keeping it as low income housing.   
 
 Jerry Rohde, Sunland Construction, a pipeline contractor, discussed plans for a pipe 
yard and a man camp/RV park. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid as 
presented for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Also present for this segment of the meeting were Mike Greer, McKenzie County 
Engineering Department, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser, Carol Kieson, Road 
Department Clerk, and Sherry Lervick. 
 
 Marty Knutson, Park Construction, discussed locating and stockpiling gravel for county 
use.    They are suggesting building stockpiles around the county during off season.  He is to 
work with Koeser to get the information he needs to make a formal proposal.   



 
 John Hagen and Don Nelson, met with the Board regarding signs for speed limits in 
Hawkeye Township.  There was discussion of putting all county and township roads to 35 
mph.  Patten expressed concerns with having different speed limits from township to 
township and from county to township roads.  Signs are available and can be done for 
Hawkeye and then see how it goes. 
 
 Greer presented a proposal from Gravel Products for providing up to 100,000 cy of 
gravel.  Koeser said that he has talked to Lasseys, where he needs a stockpile and needs to 
work out details.  Sundre’s probably won’t come in until September.  Consensus to go ahead 
with the Gravel Products offer of $2.24/cy for crushing with the County paying the royalty and 
removing overburden. 
 
 August 12 will be Engineer John Holter’s last day. 
 
 Greer hasn’t been able to locate any paperwork on Route 53A, in particular through 
the Grasslands.  Deb Reily, Forest Service, will be meeting with him and Commissioners 
Lawlar and Anderson in the morning. 
 Kieson reported on dust control projects to date and requests a review of the policy for 
charging for applications.   
 Greer said that Blue Buttes Township has requested a “no jake brakes” sign and 
Wayne Johnson requested a “trucks entering” sign near grain bins he’ll be using.  Consensus 
to provide both. 
 Greer expects possibly up to five of the new Caterpillar motor graders could be 
delivered during August. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko reported that the director of Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
has resigned and applications being taken. 
 
 The September meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 8, due to the 
Labor Day holiday. 
 
 Park Commissioner Lee Stevens presented information on the condition of the septic 
system at Tobacco Garden Resort and presented a proposal for replacement.  He and 
Commissioner Cayko have been working with the Upper Missouri District Health Unit 
Environmental Health Officer Daphne Clark on the design.  Moved by Patten and seconded 
by Anderson to approve funding for the project and to grant Park Commissioners Stevens 
and Cayko discretion to oversee details.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tom Stonecipher, Gary Tescher, Ned Hermanson and Peter Skedsvold appeared 
before the Board to comment on the lawsuit and countersuit between the County and 
Deborah Reichman.  The board listened to their comments but as final legal resolution is still 
pending did not have any response. 
 
 Discussion of the fee policy for dust control projects.  Moved by Cayko and seconded 
by Patten that effective January 1, 2010, private individuals will be charged a onetime fee of 
$200 per quarter mile for application in the vicinity of their residence, with subsequent 
applications being at the discretion of the dust control team and at no charge; governmental 
and commercial entities will be charged $200 per quarter mile for each application.  All voting 



aye, motion carried. 
 
 Keith Winter, McKenzie County Grazing Association, was present during a conference 
call with Connie Brooks regarding the current status of Billings Co, et al., v. Johanns.  Jim 
Arthaud, Billings County Commissioner, was on the call from Medora.  This was an attorney-
client conference.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to direct the attorney to file a 
notice of enforcement regarding the settlement with which the federal government has not 
complied and to request an injunction of the Forest Service’s Travel Management Plan until 
the settlement is completed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:50 until Wednesday, September 8, 2010, beginning at 
9:00 AM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 8, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 8, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report, including a review of the Gross 
Production Tax revenues. 
 
 Dave Montgomery and Emmy Handeland, Blue Cross/Blue Shield representatives, 
presented information on the impact of the health care reform on the County’s self-insurance 
plan. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Paul Deutsch reported that the McKenzie Fire District will not be able to order the new 
rescue truck until they after they get notice of the results of a grant application, hopefully in 
December. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on his attendance at recent national veterans conventions.  
He stated that the building housing the equipment at the Arnegard radio tower is in bad 
shape.  A new metal building would need heat/air and a system to alert when power is off.  
There has been lots of vandalism on well sites.  Most companies are good to report 
hazardous chemical incidents. 
 
 Deputies John Fulwider and Tammy Evanson reported for the Sheriff’s department.  
Salary was discussed for a possible personnel change.  Install on the new E-911 control is 
scheduled for next week.  Volume of calls in general are up and more overtime has been 
required.   
 



 Jaret Wirtz reported on the water projects.  Users on System One have about doubled.  
They are considering pumps at the main tank to add pressure to the part of the system that is 
currently gravity-fed.  Staking today for System Two and will start with 8 inch pipe tomorrow 
going south, then east, then west from Johnson Corner.  Northern Improvement has the 
contract.   
 
 Griffin Scarlett was present for the hearing on his proposed sub-division.  No other 
public appeared.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the sub-division as 
platted and presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Ron Hecker, District Ranger, and Curt Glasoe, PE, and County Engineer Mike Greer 
were present for a discussion of grasslands issues including road maintenance, the proposed 
travel management plan and possible gravel/scoria deposits that may be available to the 
County.  It is the consensus of the Board that no issues can be resolved until the 
reconciliation process mandated in the roadless lawsuit settlement has been completed.  
Other Forest Service personnel present were Dave Valenzuela, Zach Verlinde, Justin Krieg 
and Russ Walsh. 
 
 County Engineer Mike Greer and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were 
present following noon recess.  Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by  
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept this bid for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Eric Mogen informed the Board of plans to build southeast of Watford City and 
discussed road needs.  He was authorized to improve the section line and allowed the 
standard approach and culvert. 
 
 Tammy Meuchel met with the Board to discuss safety issues on 31st Street near her 
home.  It will be spot surfaced and then look at possibilities for improving. 
 
 Koeser brought up a number of items including need to cut the hill on the approach to 
US 85 from Jason Marmon’s and design work for fixing curves near Harlan Rolla’s.  He also 
stated that there is more scoria than anticipated at Lelands’ and was told to keep crushing.  
 
 Greer said that he anticipated about six weeks on the Jorgenson Road.  He has four 
oil companies lined up to participate in the cost.  He is talking to Bechtold about patching 
needed before winter.  Proposal for a sign truck as reviewed.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the proposal from Western-Flannegan for the truck.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of a county truck that was fined for overload.  This should be the 
responsibility of the driver, but they also need the tools to know what size their load is. 
 
 It was re-iterated that improvements to section line roads must be with the approval of 
the Board and adjacent landowners. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on various oil and gas 
leases being offered the County and the workload in his office.  The agreement with the City 
of Watford City for jail/dispatch services should be reviewed due to changing caseload. 



 
 Linda Svihovec and Lori Nordby met with the Board to discuss the self-insurance 
coverages. 
 
 A.J. Mock, Gen Hutmacher and Cindy Grey met with the Board to report on the bids 
for the proposed bus garage.  The bids came in quite high and specifications are being 
reworked for a rebid in November.  The County was asked to consider another $27,000 
grant. 
 
 The following met with the Board to discuss the conditions of the various neighborhood 
play parks in Watford City:  Cari Liebel, Linda Svihovec, Roy Degenstein, Penni Peterson, 
Kathy Klang and Larry Grondahl.  It was reported that the proposed bathrooms at the Tourist 
Park were way over estimate and are on hold for now.  The City approved a grant of half the 
projects last night and the County was asked to consider a match.  Equipment costs are firm 
until December 1. 
 
 Tim Taylor thanked the Board for its participation in the storage building and paving 
projects at the airport.  He outlined plans to add a jet fuel cabinet as there is becoming more 
demand for this fuel and requested that the County consider a $52,000 grant.  He also 
outlined issues the Federal Aviation Administration is having with the developed areas at the 
northwest end of the runway. 
 
 Cindy Grey, Russ Sorenson, Mike Greer and Brent Sanford were present for an 
update on the City’s proposed extra-territorial area.  Planning authority can be joint 
city/county or county can defer to city.  City is working on getting plats for areas to be 
annexed.  They are looking at including a spill prevention program in their ordinances. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the change order for the 
geothermal wells for the proposed storage building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve gravel stockpile agreements 
with Lassey Farms and Carl Renville.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve approach permits to Thoral Sax; 
Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC; Helis Oil & Gas Co.; SM Energy; Burlington Resources; Hiland 
Operating LLC; Bear Paw Energy (temporary), and XTO Energy; and to approve utility 
permits to McKenzie Electric Cooperative; Reservation Telephone Cooperative; Saddle Butte 
Pipeline, LLC; Consolidated Telcom; Bridger Pipeline; and Bear Paw Energy.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The departmental requests for budget year 2011 were reviewed and approved as the 
preliminary budget.  The Board will meet with the various departments on September 15th 
with the formal public budget hearing set for 10 AM on September 23.   
 
 The November meeting was rescheduled to November 4. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute the right of way certificate and 
construction and maintenance agreements for Project FHC-SC-2714(053), seal coat on the 
south 3.034 miles of Route 14.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to execute the offer to purchase the 
buildings known as Hillside Court for $700,000 with the intention to continue the present use 
as subsidized housing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:25 PM until September 14, 2010, beginning at 10 AM at 
Watford City City Hall for a joint meeting with Watford City and McKenzie SD#1 leaders. 
 

2011 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2009 2010 2011 
 ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
County Board 156,630.69 162,967.00 202,167.00 
Clerk of District Court 173,320.63 187,634.00 223,333.00 
County Auditor 242,393.99 281,074.00 362,639.00 
County Treasurer 165,055.03 178,535.00 226,565.00 
State's Attorney 109,321.78 116,923.00 164,320.00 
County Recorder 297,872.93 224,677.00 349,045.00 
County Superintendent 65,218.18 65,804.00 74,736.00 
Tax Director 91,577.32 96,168.00 87,887.00 
GIS Department  0.00 135,577.00 
Custodian 104,716.29 108,504.00 121,764.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 84,807.11 79,900.00 88,400.00 
Building Fund 423,919.77 1,050,000.00 1,500,000.00 
Elections 0.00 39,180.00 3,700.00 
Landfill 300,546.29 100,906.00 137,624.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 1,154.85 16,000.00 18,000.00 
WSI Medical Expense 0.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 1,214.11 1,500.00 2,500.00 
Audit Fees 15,000.00 15,000.00 17,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 0.00 0.00 0.00 
GIS Project 1,259.40 5,000.00 0.00 
FS Plan Response 3,358.68 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 20,746.84 18,000.00 23,000.00 
Telephone Service 3,224.72 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 2,964.95 1,000.00 3,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 10,020.40 12,000.00 14,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 18,638.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Postage 16,980.60 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,872.98 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 12,590.43 10,000.00 12,000.00 
Computer Expense 127,009.39 110,800.00 154,000.00 
Miscellaneous 35,788.20 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Special Projects 1,509,353.19 1,000,000.00 1,750,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 1,513.26 5,000.00 10,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 3,000.00 3,000.00 3,500.00 
Community Service North Dakota 1,020.00 0.00 0.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 3,500.00 5,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 



Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 12,000.00 13,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association20,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 50,939.12 52,806.00 61,416.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT$4,136,029.13$4,133,878.00 $5,940,173.00 
PUBLIC SAFETY  
County Sheriff 645,403.63 703,698.00 920,836.00 
County Jail 370,414.44 305,225.00 463,710.00 
County Coroner 13,711.30 9,500.00 12,500.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 34,032.57 37,152.00 41,338.00 
Homeland Security 20,905.35 7,000.00 0.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,424.40 4,561.00 5,797.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 70,000.00 70,000.00 98,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $1,162,891.69 $1,141,136.00 $1,546,181.00 
 
SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $5,298,920.82 $5,275,014.00 $7,486,354.00 
 
TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS 
County Agent $88,000.00 87,000.00 100,000.00 
County Weed Control $122,000.00 25,000.00 143,000.00 
Job Development Authority $71,000.00 90,000.00 77,000.00 
Veterans Service $20,000.00 12,000.00 52,000.00 
Water Resource District $93,000.00 75,000.00 188,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $394,000.00 $289,000.00 $560,000.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND$5,692,920.82$5,564,014.00 $8,046,354.00 
 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Unorganized District Roads 275,000.00 550,000.00 450,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 6,106,641.14 8,190,175.00 11,781,557.00 
County Human Services 587,548.92 677,378.00 842,120.00 
Veteran's Services 39,529.36 29,319.00 35,575.00 
County Agent 101,727.13 106,136.00 114,918.00 
County Park 25,400.48 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 110,617.19 125,245.00 136,170.00 
Social Security 4,202.79 4,399.00 4,851.00 
Water Resource District 100,986.92 124,963.00 224,291.00 
Weed Control 328,633.18 314,570.00 346,000.00 
Job Development Authority 173,664.49 125,160.00 129,456.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 86,043.72 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 26,916.24 27,000.00 27,000.00 
District Health Unit 77,328.78 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,048.80 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS$8,052,289.14$10,457,995.00$14,275,588.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS$13,745,209.96$16,022,009.00$22,321,942.00 

 
September 14, 2010 

 
The following met at the Heritage Room of the Watford City City Hall on September 14,2010, 
beginning at 10 AM:  Mayor Brent Sanford, Councilman Justin Voll, City Manager Lowell 



Cutshaw, State Representative David Drovdal, McKenzie County School District #1 
Superintendent Steve Holen, County Commissioners Ron Anderson, Dale Patten, Richard 
Cayko and Roger Chinn, County JDA Coordinator Gene Veeder, County Treasurer Linda 
Svihovec and County Auditor Frances Olson.  Mayor Sanford acted as convener for the 
session.  
 
 Purpose of the meeting was to form a consensus on proposed changes to the 
allocations of the gross production taxes that would benefit all entities.  The proposal would 
then be presented to other oil producing counties at a meeting scheduled for Wednesday 
evening, September 29, in Dickinson, prior to the annual meeting of the North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties. 
 
 Discussion included how to best inform legislators of the impacts here including 
studies being completed, a new “spud” fee proposed in addition to the current allocations, 
changing the formula so that schools receive their distributions before money goes into the 
infrastructure fund, allowing schools to use infrastructure grants for more than buses, 
concerns that the infrastructure funds granted to schools is imputed at the state, emphasizing 
impacts other than roads such as increased demands for services from Sheriff, State’s 
Attorney, Social Services and other county services, and a method for deriving “tax” revenue 
from man camps and other temporary housing. 
 
 Three main points were put forward: 

o Remove caps on cities 
o Free up the infrastructure funds for schools 
o Change the formula to double the increased dollars realized from the last 

formula change but do it at a point where the schools will get their money 
before funds go to the infrastructure fund.  This will benefit schools in counties 
with lower production 

 Svihovec has spreadsheets set up to calculate a variety of proposals. 
 

The session ended at 12:15 PM. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko informed the other members of the Board that he would be 
unable to attend the meeting on the 23rd.  It was decided to go ahead with the public hearing 
as that would be in the newspaper tomorrow, and have another session on the 27th to finish 
the budget. 
 

September 15, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 15, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Department heads meeting with the Board to review their budget requests were:  Clerk 
of Court Lanae Roos, Treasurer Linda Svihovec, State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson, 
Superintendent of Schools Carol Kieson, JDA Coordinator Gene Veeder, Water Resources 
District Manager Jaret Wirtz, Water Resources District Board Chairman Denton Zubke, 
Librarian Judy Murie, Head Custodian Dick Fischer, Deputy Sheriff/E-911 Coordinator Lloyd 



Clock, Paramedic Jim Johnsrud on behalf of the McKenzie County Ambulance Service, 
Veterans Service Officer/DES/Risk Manager Jerry Samuelson, County Engineer Mike Greer, 
Extension Agent Dale Naze, County Fair Board President Tim Nelson, GIS Coordinator 
Steven Jorgenson, and Landfill Operator Leroy Defoe. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:00 PM until Thursday, September 23, 2010, beginning at 
9:00 AM. 
 

September 23, 2010 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 23, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson,  Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  Commissioner Cayko.  
Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 Department heads meeting with the Board to review their budget requests were 
Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Sheriff Ron Rankin, Social Services Director Amy Fast with 
department secretary Sandy Meyer and Eligibility Supervisor Dawn Tschetter, Tax Director 
Deidre Berquist and Weed Control Officer Cherri Rolla with board members Tim Cayko and 
Howdy Lawlar. 
 
 Rolla, Cayko and Lawlar also presented estimates for work needed on the heating 
system and water heater at the weed control shop. 
 
 Ellis Ross appeared for the public hearing.  He asked for information on the county’s 
revenues for funding the proposed budget.  He was told that the majority of the county’s 
funds are from such non-tax sources as interest, Gross Production Tax, county owned 
royalties and a share of the royalties received by the State from public domain minerals, 
Bankhead Jones and other in lieu of tax payments and fees for services. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz reported on the results of the bid opening on September 15 for the 
storage/office building.  Bids were submitted as follows:  MBA Construction – Single Prime of 
$898,000; CA Contracting – General of $616,000; MBA Construction – General of $548,000; 
Mawbray & Son, Inc. – Mechanical of $206,624; Northern Plains Plumbing & Heating – 
Mechanical of $129,700; Selid Plumbing & Heating – Mechanical of $151,600; Edling Electric 
– Electrical of $114,300.  Decision tabled until next meeting. 
 
 Steve Holen, Brent Sanford, Linda Svihovec and Justin Voll met with the Board briefly 
to review the draft discussion points from the meeting on September 15.  Holen was asked to 
put this group on the agenda of the executive committee of North Dakota Association of Oil & 
Gas Producing Counties which meets on September 29th. 
 
 Carol Kieson and Mike Dollinger gave a quick update on the road stabilization project.  
They are anticipating use of as much as half again product as originally thought in the spring.  
Consensus to continue with the work.  There was discussion about the bridge given to 
Grantiers some time ago.  It if were brought back on system, it would be removed. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 12:55 PM until Monday, September 27, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CDT. 
 



September 27, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota re-convened at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on September 27, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 County Engineer Mike Greer and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser brought 
in copies of Sundre’s original proposal for surfacing on Route 6.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Chinn to approve a modification to the project, increasing the material to 1600 
ton per mile.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to reduce divisible load limits on the 
paved portion of Route 53 to 80,000 pounds, and to reduce the divisible load limits to 80,000 
pounds and the truck speed to 20 miles per hour on Route 33 (Main Street north from the 
hospital) and on 16th Street NE, Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Review of department requests.  Consensus to budget an increase for health 
insurance of 5% and adjust all departments accordingly.   
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to re-appoint Howdy Lawlar as delegate to 
the State Fair Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the state school land 
appraisal for the NE quarter of Section 16, Township 153N Range 97W as prepared by 
Barbara Bauman.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the bids of Wanda Brown, Stanley, 
as follows:  Lot 6 Block 7, Boles 2nd Addition to East Fairview - $80.00 and Lot 4 Block 5 2nd 
Addition to Watford City - $1,300.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the oil lease offered by TRZ 
Energy LLC for the 1.24 acres in the NW¼NW¼ of Section 34 Township 149N Range 100W.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Lawlar appointed Commissioner Chinn as the County’s voting delegate at 
the upcoming annual meeting of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing 
Counties. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept bids on the storage/office building 
as follows:  General – MBA Construction for $548,000; Mechanical – Northern Plains 
Plumbing & Heating for $129,700 and Electrical – Edling Electric for $114,300, for a total of 
$792,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2011 

       



      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 8th day of September, 2010, adopt a Preliminary 
Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2011 and 
 
      WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of this County 
on the 15th day of September, 2010, together with a notice of such hearing on the preliminary 
budget, such hearing being held on the 23rd day of September, 2010,  
 
      NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby adopted as 
the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2011, through December 31, 2011, and 
there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money for the purposed hereinafter set 
forth, namely: 
 

2011 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2010 2011 2011 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
County Board 162,967.00 202,167.00 184,717.00 
Clerk of District Court 187,634.00 223,333.00 220,266.00 
County Auditor 281,074.00 362,639.00 283,954.00 
County Treasurer 178,535.00 226,565.00 213,115.00 
State's Attorney 116,923.00 164,320.00 163,381.00 
County Recorder 224,677.00 349,045.00 345,045.00 
County Superintendent 65,804.00 74,736.00 69,647.00 
Tax Director 96,168.00 87,887.00 87,429.00 
GIS Department 0.00 135,577.00 86,577.00 
Custodian 108,504.00 121,764.00 119,764.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 79,900.00 88,400.00 78,400.00 
Building Fund 1,050,000.00 1,500,000.00 1,500,000.00 
Elections 39,180.00 3,700.00 3,700.00 
Landfill 100,906.00 137,624.00 119,390.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 16,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 1,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Audit Fees 15,000.00 17,000.00 17,000.00 
Natural Resources Inventory 0.00 0.00 0.00 
GIS Project 5,000.00 0.00 0.00 
FS Plan Response 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 18,000.00 23,000.00 23,000.00 
Telephone Service 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 1,000.00 3,000.00 3,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 12,000.00 14,000.00 14,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Postage 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Mailing Machine 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 10,000.00 12,000.00 12,000.00 
Computer Expense 110,800.00 154,000.00 154,000.00 
Miscellaneous 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Special Projects 1,000,000.00 1,750,000.00 1,750,000.00 



Equipment & Office Furniture 5,000.00 10,000.00 10,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 3,000.00 3,500.00 3,500.00 
Community Service North Dakota 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 13,000.00 13,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 52,806.00 61,416.00 58,063.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT$4,133,878.00$5,940,173.00 $5,734,448.00 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
County Sheriff 703,698.00 920,836.00 920,836.00 
County Jail 305,225.00 463,710.00 461,918.00 
County Coroner 9,500.00 12,500.00 12,500.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 37,152.00 41,338.00 40,371.00 
Homeland Security 7,000.00 0.00 0.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,561.00 5,797.00 5,126.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 70,000.00 98,000.00 98,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $1,141,136.00 $1,546,181.00 $1,542,751.00 
 
SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $5,275,014.00 $7,486,354.00 $7,277,199.00 
 
TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS 
Road & Bridge   $4,500,000.00 
County Agent $87,000.00 $100,000.00 100,000.00 
County Weed Control $25,000.00 $143,000.00 60,000.00 
Job Development Authority $90,000.00 $77,000.00 77,000.00 
Veterans Service $12,000.00 $52,000.00 34,000.00 
Water Resource District $75,000.00 $188,000.00 168,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $289,000.00 $560,000.00 $4,939,000.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND$5,564,014.00 $8,046,354.00 $12,216,199.00 
 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
Unorganized District Roads 550,000.00 450,000.00 450,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 8,190,175.00 11,781,557.00 9,862,828.00 
County Human Services 677,378.00 842,120.00 815,940.00 
Veteran's Services 29,319.00 35,575.00 35,006.00 
County Agent 106,136.00 114,918.00 113,403.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,650.00 25,650.00 
Public Library 125,245.00 136,170.00 134,490.00 
Social Security 4,399.00 4,851.00 4,815.00 
Water Resource District 124,963.00 224,291.00 204,791.00 
Weed Control 314,570.00 346,000.00 262,500.00 
Job Development Authority 125,160.00 129,456.00 126,184.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 



County Fair 27,000.00 27,000.00 27,000.00 
District Health Unit 70,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS$10,457,995.00$14,275,588.00$12,220,607.00 
 
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS$16,022,009.00$22,321,942.00$24,436,806.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2010 

 
      WHEREAS, this Board did on the 8th day of September, 2010, set forth in budget form the 
amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County office, 
department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 2011, and indicated 
thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such appropriations, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 15th, 
2010, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
      WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 23rd day of 
September, 2010, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 10:00 AM , 
and 
 
      WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the calendar year 
2011 as heretofore set forth, 
 
      NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is hereby 
levied a tax for the year 2010 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the purposes 
set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $1,117,330.00 to be divided and 
apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as follows: 
 
            County General Fund  $ 0.00 
            County Human Services Fund  $ 218,307.00 
            County Road & Bridge Fund $ 224,754.00 
            Special Revenue Funds $ 441,826.00 
            Unorganized District Road Fund $  232,443.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 2:25 PM until Tuesday, October 5, 2010, beginning at 9:00 
AM CDT. 
 

September 29 and 30, 2010 
 
 Commissioners Anderson, Chinn and Patten, Treasurer Svihovec and Auditor Olson 
attended the meeting of the executive board of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas 



Producing Counties on the afternoon of the 29th; a discussion later that evening of possible 
legislative changes related to gross production tax allocations; and the annual meeting of the 
Association on the 30th.  There were no official commission discussions or actions at any of 
these sessions.   
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 5, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on October 5, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Patten and Auditor Olson; absent:  Commissioner Lawlar.  Vice 
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec gave her report.  There was discussion of the recent annual 
meeting of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties and county funds 
that are imputed to the schools.  McKenzie County has been chosen to be a pilot as a 100% 
MVD branch.  
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded Cayko by to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 JoLynn Pelton and Linda Svihovec met with the Board to request consideration of 
being closed the Friday after Thanksgiving.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to 
close the courthouse on November 26.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The list of tax deed property was reviewed.  Tax Director Deidre Berquist was asked 
for additional information. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on progress with cleanup on a accidental spill on ND 22, 
north of ND 73.   
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reviewed calls and personnel issues.   
 
 Tax Director Berquist reported back on the values of the tax deed properties.  Moved 
by Patten and seconded by Anderson to set minimum sales prices as follows:  $2,000 for 
Lots 1 & 2, Block 8, Corbetts 1st Addition to East Fairview; $7,000 for Lot 17, Block 1, Schell 
& Jarland Addition to Watford City; and $500 for the West 50 feet of IT 1834, Part of Lot 7, 
Block 4, 2nd Addition to Watford City; and to set the hearing on the sales prices for 11:00 AM 
on Thursday, November 4.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder reported on the various water systems.  They are also 
working with other communities to develop a regional system.  There was discussion of a 
board replacement for Doug Danielson who has resigned.  The Water Board has set the third 
Tuesday at 8:00 AM as a regular meeting time.  The District is also developing a list of 
approved contractors who would have sufficient crews and equipment to do proper 
installations. 



 
 Laura Sanford and Brent Sanford met with the Board to describe a recreational 
director position and explore how it could work for and in the county.  Additional information is 
needed such as where the position would be located and a business plan with budget. 
 
 District Ranger Ron Hecker reported on issues in the McKenzie District.  Issues 
discussed included utilities in county right of way, various AMP’s, the County’s request for 
cooperating agency status, the travel management plan and the roadless settlement. 
 
 Following noon recess, the following people were at the meeting:  County Engineer 
Mike Greer; County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser; Sherry Lervick; Ron Hecker; Milt 
Madison; Darcy Delany; Darrell Nodland, Marathon Oil; and Jake Pennington, Bear Paw 
Energy. 
 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil Company.  
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 Lervick updated the Board on changes in the traffic on County Route 31 south of US 
85.  In addition to traffic to nearby wells, it is being used as a bypass of Watford City.  Greer 
will look at what signs may help for now. 
 Milt Madison and Darcy Delaney asked the Board to look at what would be an 
acceptable route to access the southeast quarter of Section 9, Township 148, Range 102.  
Greer and Koeser to look at this.  The County will likely give permission to build on the 
section line but it would be at their expense. 
 Discussions with Nodland, Pennington, and Hecker about locating a Marathon Oil 
pipeline outside the County’s right of way so it doesn’t have to be moved if there is future 
work on the road.  Forest Service would prefer it stay in.  The well to be drilled is on federal 
and more could be drilled from the pad if first is successful.  NEPA has been done for 200 
feet and would put project off until spring if more is needed.  Consensus to get it done with 
Greer working with the entities to address concerns for the county. 
 Greer presented a proposal from Becthold Paving for patching on Route 53 which 
should carry it through the winter.  There was also more discussion about lowering weight 
limits and speed limits to save pavement.  The Sheriff’s office was authorized two more 
deputies which will increase enforcement.  Greer to work out the signs needed and to review 
the State’s 10% plus rule for applicability.  
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept Bechtold’s proposal in the 
amount of $73,165.00 for maintenance on Route 53.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Crushing is finished at the Leland pit.  They will need gravel by Crighton’s to do the 
road stabilization and the nearest pit the County has is Fairview.  Koeser should get a 
proposal from Franz Construction as they have a pit in the area.   
 On further discussion, Greer was asked to do the paperwork on Route 31 past 
Lervick’s this winter to bid in the spring. 
 Consensus to allow Saturday work to get caught up with the road stabilization. 
 Work is progressing on the Jorgenson Road.  Four oil companies are sharing in the 
costs.  Greer is meeting with Dunn County tomorrow as this is a haul road out of many wells 
there. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson updated the Board on pending legal and 
other matters.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to reject the proposed 
settlement that has been presented by Deb Reichman.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 
 Commissioner Anderson reported on changes being made for the Social Services 
Board that will reduce the authority the board currently exercises.  It may be a good time to 
review the composition of the Board. 
 
 Cherri Rolla and Mike Greer met with the Board regarding the section line access to 
her house.  Consensus that it is a private lane. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve raffle permit applications from 
the East Fairview School and the Grassy Butte Volunteer Firemen.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve approach permit applications 
from Petro-Hunt LLC and Microsesmic Inc. and utility permit applications from Hiland 
Operating, Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy, Hess Corporation and 
Saddle Butte Pipeline.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec provided additional information as requested on the most recent 
allocation of public domain royalties.  Consensus to hold the distribution to the schools for 
now and talk to the schools because of concerns with imputation by the State. 
 
 Further discussion of the request from the Watford City Park District and the Friends of 
Jacobson Park.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to grant $30,000 to the 
Watford City Park District for playground improvements at the discretion of the District Board.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Further discussion of the request from the Watford City Airport Authority.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Patten to make them a grant of $50,000 toward the jet fuel facility.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Patten updated the Board on the Hillside Court project.  There are 
some title issues to be resolved before a deed can be issued to the County.  He and 
Commissioner Anderson have drafted a management agreement and will be meeting with the 
Housing Authority. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:07 PM CDT until Thursday, November 4, beginning at 
9:00 AM CST. 

 
OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 29, 2010 

 
 Commissioners Roger Chinn, Dale Patten and Richard Cayko were part of a group of 
local officials who met with state legislative leadership to give information on the various 
impacts being experienced from the oil industry.   
 
Others present were: 



Senator Bob Stenehjem, District 30, Senate Majority Leader 
Senator Dwight Cook, District 34, chair of Senate Finance and Taxation 
Representative Al Carlson, District 41, House Majority Leader 
Representative Wesley Belter, District 22, chair of Finance and Taxation Committee 
Senator Rich Wardner, District 37  
Senator Bill Bowman, District 39, Bowman County Commissioner 
Representative David Drovdal, District 39  
Representative Bob Skarphol, District 2 
Brent Sanford, Mayor of Watford City 
Dennis Johnson, President of Dickinson City Commission 
Shawn Kessel, Dickinson City Administrator 
Jim Arthaud, Billings County Commissioner 
Cliff Ferebee, Dunn County Commissioner 
Duane Wolf, Stark County Commissioner 
Ken Zander, Stark County Commissioner 
Dan Brosz, Brosz Engineering, City of Bowman 
Vicky Steiner, Executive Director, North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties  
Neal Shipman, Editor, McKenzie County Farmer 
Dale Naze, McKenzie County Extension 
Gene Veeder, McKenzie County JDA 
Frances Olson, McKenzie County Auditor 
Linda Svihovec, McKenzie County Treasurer 
 
 Veeder welcomed the group at 4:15 PM CST and asked for introductions around.  He 
gave a little background on the purpose of the meeting. 
 
 No official discussions were held or actions taken by the McKenzie County 
Commissioners. 
 
 Presentations by Chinn, Sanford, Patten, Olson, Svihovec, and Johnson expanded on 
the impacts being experienced by counties and cities with the rapid expansion of oil 
exploration.  The impacts include lack of housing, stress on city infrastructure, road and 
highway deterioration and funding sources that are not coming fast enough to address these 
issues.  Chinn also discussed the impacts of having 40% of the county acres non-taxable due 
to state or federal ownership. 
 
  Others adding to the discussion included Skarphol, Zander, Ferebee, Bowman, 
Carlson and Cook. 
 
 The meeting ended at 5:40 PM CDT. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 4, 2010 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on November 4, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 



Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM.  
 
 Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report.  There was a discussion of revenues.  
Patten reviewed the meeting with legislative leaders last Friday.  It will be important for the oil 
counties to present a unified front in Bismarck during the session. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was discussion on the status of the purchase of Hillside Court and the 
management agreement.  The sellers still have some paperwork to complete prior to the 
deed. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin, Deputy John Fulwider and Chief Dispatcher Tammy Evanson 
briefed the Board on their department.  Rick Hollenbeck has been hired to replace Ron 
McCloud, who resigned.  Rankin would like to bid two vehicles with no trades.  They are 
averaging an accident a day.  Rankin is working with the Watford City Police Department to 
resolve issues with dispatch.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to take bids at the 
December meeting for two patrol vehicles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 David Drovdal thanked the Board for their support of the volunteer emergency 
responder appreciation event.  Ed Rettig of Alexander was the Responder of the Year.  
Consensus is to continue the event. 
 
 Discussion of changes to the Gross Production Tax allocations.  There probably 
should be two separate bills; one to take the caps off the cities and another to broaden the 
use of infrastructure funds by the schools. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz briefed the Board on the water projects and issues.  Pipe is being laid for 
System Two.  The lines should be done about the same time as the reservoir.  They continue 
working on the concept of a regional system that would include Williams and Divide.  There 
will be a bid opening by early December for the boring under the river to start System 4.  
There was a pre-construction meeting on the storage/office building last week.  The 
contractor hopes to have a shell up to work on through the winter. 
 
 As no one appeared for the hearing on the minimum sales prices set on tax deed 
property at the last meeting, the prices will stand as set for the annual sale November 16, 
2010. 
 
 Mark Schneider, Meteorologist for the weather modification program, presented the 
report on the 2010 season.  Also present were county board members Orville Hellandsaas, 
Eldean Flynn, Rodney Cross and Secretary Sandra Flynn. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept this bid for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Present for the road department portion of the meeting were County Engineer Mike 



Greer, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and Dust Control Coordinator Carol 
Kieson.   
 Koeser asked about a snow plowing policy.  It will be difficult to continue with previous 
levels of service for private lanes and yards.  Greer, Koeser and Kieson are to draft a policy 
for the next meeting.  There was a discussion of the liabilities of oil companies working on 
county routes, as happened recently.  There was discussion of bidding surfacing on Routes 
34 and 37.  This needs to be done and then will have to see if additional money is available 
to the county after the session. 
 Greer said that work on US 85 near the junction of County Route 30 has been moved 
to next year.  The hill will be cut to improve sight distances and turning lanes added.  The 
Jorgenson road is wrapping up and may come in under estimate.   

Mike Dollinger has asked if mag chloride can be bid in January and the amount 
doubled.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to bid up to two million gallons at the 
January 4, 2011, meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to bid for contracted surfacing on Routes 34 
and 37.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Greer has talked with State District Engineer Walt Peterson on load limits and 
restrictions.  The State permits non-divisible loads when no other route is available, then 
charges a ton/mile fee.  They do not permit divisible loads.  The State is also looking at going 
strictly to axle weights and ignoring gross vehicle weights.  There was discussion of putting 
on load restrictions in the spring when the frost goes out and then leaving them in effect 
permanently. 

Conrad Holler asked the Board if there was anything to be done as he is being kept 
out of his property.  Chinn will look at it with him on Monday. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to appoint Kelcee Wold to a five year 
term on the McKenzie County Housing Authority.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Elaine Tjelde and Doug Gullikson, on behalf of Sioux Township and the hall 
committee, brought in pies in appreciation of the county grant toward the building.  Shelly 
Paulson and Jan Anderson make really good pies!! 
 
 The courthouse was closed on October 15, due to the power needing to be off for the 
HVAC retrofit.  A generator supplied power to the Sheriff’s department.  There was a question 
if this should be treated like a holiday.  Consensus is that there is no additional pay for those 
who worked. 
 
 Patten reported discussions from the Library Board on personnel going forward after 
the retirement of Judy Omlid the end of the year.  If this position could be made full time, Judy 
Murie is interested in reduced hours.  The Board discussed options for benefits with no 
decision made at this time. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson brought in a lease offer.  Moved by Anderson 
and seconded by Patten to approve the offer from Ursa Resources for a three year lease for 
4.41 acres, more or less, in Section 22, Township 148 Range 99.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
  
 Greg Dougherty, Todd Norton and Matt Beard were present for the hearing on the 
replat of the Schell Industrial Park.  Dougherty answered questions about his plans for the 



property.  He is hoping that it will be annexed into the City of Watford City.  Beard said that 
they do not want their property annexed but will not object to the replat or the annexation of 
that portion.  He has been working with the City to ensure that utilities will be in compliance 
with City standards.   
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the replat as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fran Bosch, Williston Vector Control Director, reported on the 2010 season.  They 
were able to schedule about twice as much air time as expected from the Air Force for the 
river spraying.  There are several videos on UTube under Williston Vector Control.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Anderson to participate in the 2011 spray program at 50% of the 
cost of chemical up to $50,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Steve Holen, McKenzie County School District Superintendent, and Linda Svihovec 
met with the Board for a discussion of the Gross Production Tax and Infrastructure 
allocations and how that and other state and county funds affect state aid payments.  Holen 
is also on the executive board of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing 
Counties.  They are meeting in Bismarck next week.  Holen was urged to have them consider 
getting someone on board who could pull together a unified report for the 17 counties.  There 
was discussion of possible legislation.  The school board would like to ask the Board to 
consider a request for infrastructure funds other than actual buses, a bus barn, for example.  
Patten asked if a State’s Attorney’s opinion on this would be sufficient and Holen agreed. 
 
 Leroy Defoe reported that he is going over the twenty ton per day permitted by our 
license for the landfill.  He would like to send a letter to the Three Affiliated Tribes that we can 
no longer take their garbage.  Consensus to check the terms of the contract for notice and go 
ahead, effective December 31.  There was also discussion of beginning negotiations to 
acquire more acreage from the State to expand the landfill. 
 
 Olson presented a draft of a subdivision to be known as the Killer “B” Subdivision in 
Section 7 Township 149 Range 98.  A hearing will be held on December 4, 2010, beginning 
at 11:00 AM CST. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Chinn to approve the requests from the Job 
Development Authority for funding of a housing study and a grant to the Small Business 
Development Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to set the funding levels for the self-funded 
Insurance plan at $533.00 for a single policy, $927.52 for the single plus dependent policy 
and $1,370.15 for a family policy, with the county paying 100 % of a single policy and 85% of 
a single plus dependent or family plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

 WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $1,334,482.00 from Bituminous 
Paving Inc. received in the bid opening of October 15, 2010, for Project FHC-
SC-2714(053) was the low bid received. 



 WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County 
Commissioners of McKenzie County to award to Bituminous Paving Inc. the 
contract for Project FHC-SC-2714(053) and hereby authorize the Chairman of 
the Board to sign said contract. 
 It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 
Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract which 
are not collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve approach permits requested by 
Gary Bruins (widen existing), Continental Resources, Burlington Resources, Tracker 
Resources Development LLC, Northwinds, SM Energy, Warren Hovland and Helis Oil 
Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve utility permits requested by 
McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy, Gene Gunderson, and Hiland Operating 
LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Chinn to accept the resignation of Dale Naze, 
with regret and thank him for his years of service to McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute an affidavit pursuant to North 
Dakota Century Code 57-28-19.1 relating to Lots 33 and 34, Block 1, Schell and Jarland 
Addition to Watford City, North Dakota, said document being filed in the office of the 
McKenzie County Recorder as Document No. 409780.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:07 PM CST until December 4, 2010, beginning at 9:00 AM 
CST. 
 
 

November 9, 2010 
 
 Commissioners Ron Anderson, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar and Dale Patten were part 
of a group of local officials who met with state leadership to give information on the various 
impacts being experienced from the oil industry.   
 
Others present were 
Jack Dalrymple, Lieutenant Governor 
Ron Rauschenberger, Chief of Staff, Governor’s Office 
Lance Gaebe, State Land Commissioner 
Lynn Helms, Director, Department of Mineral Resources, ND Industrial Commission 
Jim Arthaud, Billings County Commissioner 
Brent Sanford, Mayor, City of Watford City 
Gene Veeder, McKenzie County Job Development Coordinator 
Linda Svihovec, McKenzie County Treasurer 
Frances Olson, McKenzie County Auditor 
 



The session convened at 6:20 PM with introductions and a welcome by Veeder. 
 
Commissioner Chinn reviewed road issues. 
 
Svihovec led a discussion of the allocation formula for the Gross Production Tax. 
 
Sanford reviewed the issues related to oil impact with which the City is dealing. 
 
There was a discussion of how the impact grant program currently makes various entities 
compete for the same dollars when they should all be working together. 
 
Dalrymple stated that it is in the best interests of the state not to allow this region to be 
overwhelmed. 
 
Veeder reviewed water planning which could reduce traffic as water is supplied closer to the 
need both for industrial and household use. 
 
Patten did a review of the impacts to emergency and health services. 
 
Chinn, Anderson and Sanford reviewed impacts to the Sheriff’s and City Police departments. 
 
Patten said that we have been able to build a nice community over the last 10-15 years but 
the curve is getting ahead of us now. 
 
Chinn gave a brief view of the federal lands issues, that services are required with no ability 
to tax. 
 
Dalrymple thanked the participants for the information and their time. 
 
The session closed at 7:35 PM CST. 
 

November 10, 2010 
 
 Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Lawlar, Treasurer Linda Svihovec and 
Auditor Frances Olson attended the fall meeting of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas 
Producing Counties permit section.  Chairman Dave Jurgens, Billings County Sheriff, 
convened the session at 1:10 PM in the Badlands Room of the Outlaws Bar & Grill.  
Others present were: 
Dan Kalil, Williams County Commissioner 
Barry Ramberg, Williams County Commissioner 
Walter Peterson, District Engineer, North Dakota Department of Transportation 
Dennis Nelson, Williams County Highway Superintendent 
Russ Hoff, Stark County Commissioner 
Todd Miller, Stark County Road Department 
Al Heiser, Stark County Road Superintendent 
Matt Johansen, McKenzie County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Michael Greer, McKenzie County Engineer 
Steven Jorgenson, McKenzie County GIS Coordinator 
Tim Selle, Divide County Commissioner 



Don Rockvoy, Dunn County Sheriff 
Clarence Tuhy, Stark County Sheriff 
Greg Boschee, Mountrail County Commissioner 
Scott Stammen, Mountrail County Road Department 
 
 Minutes of the Spring Meeting, April 28, 2010, were approved.  Permit Section 
Operator Svihovec gave a report of permit sales and demonstrated the e-Permit system and 
the enhancements to the web site www.ndenergy.org. 
 
 Mountrail and Dunn Counties reported on the $500 per rig move permits used in their 
counties. 
 
 Other discussion included township road permits, ton/mile fees and load restrictions. 
 
 No actions were taken by the group.  
 
 Another meeting was set for December 15, 2010, at Outlaws, to consider fee schedule 
changes, policies for rig moves and possible legislative changes. 
 
 The session ended at 3:35 PM CST. 
 

November 30, 2010 
  
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota on November 30, 2010 for a special session on the road and 
bridge program for 2011 and beyond.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, 
Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the meeting to order at 2:00 
PM. 
 Also present were County Engineer Mike Greer, County Road Superintendent Mark 
Koeser, and Foremen Dan Neprash and Ed Yadon. 
 Greer handed out a listing of road projects and capital expenditures which was 
reviewed and prioritized.  New money that may come out of the 2011 legislative session will 
impact the amount of work that can be contracted. 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to bid scrapers, pickups and a loader at 
the January meeting and semi tractors and a lowboy trailer at the February meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Yadon asked about Flat Rock Road.  He was told to leave it until the final ruling on the 
lawsuit which is expected in mid December. 
 Koeser presented a draft snow plowing policy.  After discussion, there was some 
changes suggested and a new draft will be brought to the next meeting. 
 Chinn brought up the $500 rig move fee that is to be discussed at the next North 
Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties permit section meeting.  Consensus is 
to go along with if that is what the majority of the counties want.  It was specified that it would 
be a move to a location, not to and from the location.  Consensus was also to go along with 
the permit section if the majority want to go to the same weights system as the State. 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:20 PM. 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 



MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 

December 7, 2010 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on December 7, 2010.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Lawlar called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

Commissioner Patten nominated Commissioner Chinn as Chairman for the next year.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot 
be cast for Chinn.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Chinn assumed the chair.  Commissioner 
Patten nominated Commissioner Anderson for Vice Chairman for the coming year.  Moved by 
Lawlar and seconded by Cayko that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Anderson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
JoLynn Pelton reviewed the plans for the Christmas party to be held Saturday, 

December 18, at Outlaws.  Consensus is for the county to pay for all attendees. 
 
Treasurer Linda Svihovec presented her report. 
 

 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute an easement to the ND State 
Land Department in section 16, Township 153, Range 97.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin was present for bid opening for patrol vehicles.  S & S Motors, as 
agent for Westlie Motors, bid a net of $63,476 for two 2011 Ford Expeditions with the special 
package.  He is to review the bid and report later on compliance with specifications.  Rankin 
also reviewed personnel changes and other matters in the department.  He reported that 
Upper Missouri District Health Unit will no longer supply a nurse for the jail needs.  Moved by 
Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the contract with McKenzie County Healthcare 
Systems.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Rankin also reported on discussions within the 
department regarding hiring dispatch for specific shifts or a jailer type position that would 
have no dispatch duties to deal directly with the prisoners, but no decisions on this to date.  
He asked about the remodel in his department which was affirmed for 2011. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz reported on the various water systems and projects.  The Board suggested 
Lee Tjelde, Larry Heen, or Jed Rider to replace Doug Danielson who has resigned.  Wirtz 
reviewed the budget to date.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to transfer 
$19,000 from General Fund to Water Resource District levy account.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Paul Reid, Pat, Scott and Mike Brown were present for the hearing on the proposed 
Killer B Subdivision.  They reviewed their plans for the area and various issues considered in 
developing the plan.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the subdivision as 
presented with the inclusion of a statement on the plat that there will be no county services 
provided.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Lawlar, Cayko, Chinn; voting nay:  Patten; motion carried. 



 
 Mike Hanson, Dale Naze and Marcia Hellandsaas met with the Board regarding the 
future of the agent position with Naze’s retirement effective at the end of this year.  Hanson 
reviewed the partnership of county and state in funding the position and reviewed the hiring 
process.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to continue with the partnership with 
NDSU to provide a full time agriculture extension agent in McKenzie County.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 After further discussion on the selection process, it was agreed to form a committee of 
two commissioners, three community members, Mike Hanson and Marcia Hellandsaas to 
review applications and conduct interviews of the top three applicants.   
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of 
Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reviewed bid requirements, reported on 
personnel, confirmed that the county will not pull oil company trucks out of the ditches and 
reported that they quit cleaning cattle guards in November. 
 
 County Engineer Mike Greer asked to change one of the pickups to be bid to a ¾ ton 
which was approved.  He is meeting with the oil companies to update status of Route 53A on 
Thursday morning.  They have requested commission representation to discuss load limits.  
Patten, Chinn, and Cayko indicated they could attend. 
 Greer confirmed that the hourly increase is based on 2080 hours.  He also reported on 
the sign truck delay and work that has been done one of the railroad crossings in East 
Fairview. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve approach permit applications 
from Continental Resources, Marathon Oil and Oasis.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve utility permit applications 
from Hiland Operating, Bear Paw Energy, Saddle Butte Pipeline, Reservation Telephone 
Cooperative, Hess Corporation and McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 There was discussion of the current facility agreement with the City of Watford City for 
dispatch and jail.  It was agreed to send the city a proposal for a $2,000 annual increase as 
there has been in each of the past five years. 
 

Further discussion on the search committee for new ag extension agent.  
Commissioners Anderson and Patten agreed to serve on this committee. 
 
 Paul Deutsch, Steve Sanford, and Howdy Lawlar updated the Board on the status of 
the project to replace the crash and rescue truck.  The grant through RC&D was denied.  
They currently have about $100,000 toward replacement.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to grant McKenzie Rural Fire Protection District $200,000 toward the purchase of 
an updated crash and rescue truck.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chris Kreger introduced himself as the new landfill manager at the Indian Hills 



Disposal site and reviewed the operations and plans for the site. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to strike the current snow plow policy 
from the road policy and insert the following: 
 

Snow Removal Guidelines 
• McKenzie County strives to do its snow removal on its road system in a timely manner 

with utmost consideration for the motoring public and safety of the county employees. 
 

• It is safe to assume that roads will become snow covered and possibly blocked 
following significant snowfalls and/or drifting conditions during winter months.  The 
public should be prepared for that as well as icy conditions. 

 
• The county is not responsible for plowing private driveways and/or cleaning out yards. 

Ex.(garages, dumpsters, gas tanks, etc.) 
 

• The county may not plow bus routes where little attempt was made to prepare for 
winter conditions. Ex.(dead vehicles, trailers, machinery, etc.)  that inhibit removal of 
snow or result in snow drifts. 

 
• Adequate room must be made available in yards for county snow removal equipment 

to turn around and exit. 
 

• All gates and cattle guards on driveways and roads must be wide enough for snow 
removal equipment to pass through effectively.  Any closed gates will be considered 
the end of the road for any snow removal purposes. 

 
• The county is not responsible for private property that may be damaged that has 

remained along any road way where no attempt was made to identify it, mark it, or 
indicate its location to snow removal personal. Ex.(well heads, sewer risers, water 
hydrants, etc.) 

 
• The county avoids plowing after dark for safety reasons 

 
• The county does alternate plowing routes to try to treat the public as fairly as possible.  

Ex.(Roads close to county’s shops may be left till later so roads further out can get 
attention.) 

 
• Vacant farms or farm sites without occupants will not be considered as critical and 

may be left until time permits. 
 

• Summer roads or section trails that have not been improved and have become access 
roads for the public may not be plowed. 

 
• Only the main through roads in subdivisions may be plowed. 

 
• The county tries to keep as little snow as possible piled by mailboxes, but it may 

become unavoidable and it then will become the responsibility of the resident to clear 



for mail carrier. 
 

• Snow removed off private driveways or lanes should not be piled on adjacent roadway 
shoulders, since this can create drifts and also be dangerous for snow removal 
equipment when they unexpectedly encounter it. 

 
• Any requested removal for haystacks, grain bins, etc. may be done at the county’s 

convenience and there will be a charge back for services to the person requesting 
services. 
 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid from S & S Motors as 
agent for Westlie’s for two new patrol vehicles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve a raffle permit for the Keene 
Volunteer Firemen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the lease proposal from 
Black River Energy for acres in Section 8 Township 151 Range 104.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Cherri Rolla and Tim Cayko met with the Board to review the Weed Control budget for 
2010 and to report on building needs.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to 
upgrade the electrical per state inspection and to install an above grade hoist.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Steve Holen updated the Board on North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing 
Counties Executive Board matters.  There is currently a commissioner vacancy and there 
was discussion of possible candidates.  Holen will submit Commissioner Anderson’s name to 
the Board for consideration.  
 
 Holen and Treasurer Svihovec were present when requests for Infrastructure grants 
were reviewed.  Svihovec estimates $1,390,000 available for distribution.  Requests totaled 
$1,558,734.  After consideration, one request in the amount of $629,155 was denied as not 
fitting the criteria set forth by the legislature.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 
make the following allocations:  Alexander SD#2 - $93,519; Blue Buttes Township - $40,000; 
Hawkeye Township - $14,000; Keene Township - $15,800; Mandaree SD#36 - $5,000; 
McKenzie SD#1 - $631,300; Sioux Township - $15,000; Yellowstone SD#14 - $55,000; and 
Yellowstone Township - $60,000; for a total of $929,619; with the balance available being 
transferred to County Road & Bridge to offset cost incurred for oil-impacted roads in 
unorganized townships.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the resignation of Doug Danielson 
and to appoint Lee Tjelde to the Water Resources District Board.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Discussion of personnel changes at the library.  Consensus is to leave the work week 



there at 35 hours; to have Judy Murie remain the head librarian at four days a week and a 
20% reduction in salary; and have the new hire a full time position. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:35 PM until Thursday, December 9, at 9:00 AM. 
 

Thursday, December 9, 2010 
 
 As only Commissioners Cayko and Patten were present on December 9, it was not an 
official meeting.  The December meeting is adjourned until January 4, 2011, beginning at 
9:00 AM. 
  

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 4, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on January 4, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor-elect Jodi L. Hanson and Auditor Olson.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written, the bills as presented; to accept the pledges of assets as listed; and to 
designate First International Bank & Trust, McKenzie County Bank and Dakota West Credit 
Union as depositories for county funds for 2011.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson has been appointed to a vacancy on the executive board of 
the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin introduced new deputies Rick Hollenbeck, Scott Luhman and Dustin 
Newman.  Rita Hovet retired so he now has 5 trained dispatchers and 2 in training.   
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the water projects, including the 
Western Area Water Supply Project and funding efforts.  Veeder will draft a comment letter 
on current USA Corps of Engineers proposals for Missouri River management for the 
Chairman’s signature. 
 
 Gene Veeder and Brent Sanford reviewed a proposed Watford City land use and 
management plan, including City options for the extraterritorial area.  The understanding is 
that there needs to be hearings if there is a proposal for a land use change from what it is 
now.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson that the County enter into an agreement 
that gives the City of Watford City the sole zoning, subdivision and building permit authority 
throughout the one mile extraterritorial area.  Voting aye:  Patten, Anderson, Lawlar, Cayko; 
voting nay: Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, the meeting reconvened with County Engineer Mike Greer and 
County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser present.  Fuel bids were opened per notice with 
bids submitted by Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to 



accept this bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Brent Sanford and David Knudtson were present for the opening of bids for road 
department pickups as follows:  OK Implement - 2011 1500 Dodge Crew 4 x 4 SLT - cash 
price of $39,235 less trade for a 2008 F150 of $8,700 for a net of $30,535; 2011 2500 Dodge 
Crew 4x4 SLT - cash price of $42,995 less trade for a 2006 1500 Dodge of $9,975 for a net 
of $33,020.  S & S Motors, as agent for Westlie Motors - 2011 Ford F150 4WD SuperCrew 
XLT - cash price of $29,166 less trade for a 2008 F150 of $6,100 for a net of $23,066; 2011 
Ford Super Duty F250 4WD Crew Cab XLT - cash price of $28,633 less trade for a 2006 
Dodge 1500 of $5,100 for a net of $23,533.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to 
purchase two vehicles per bid from S & S Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Mark Feland, RDO Equipment, and Jerry Martinson, Tractor & Equipment, were 
present for road equipment bid openings.  Bids for a front end loader, no trade, per 
advertised notice were as follows:  RDO bid a cash price of $197,500 for a John Deere 644K.  
Tractor & Equipment bid a cash price of $250,494 for a Caterpillar 962.  Moved by Lawlar 
and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of RDO for one front end loader with no trade.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 Bids for one or more scrapers, with trade, per advertised notice were as follows:  
Tractor & Equipment bid a cash price of $1,346,400 for two Caterpillar 627G scrapers with a 
trade allowance for two 2006 627G scrapers of $558,000 for a net price of $788,400.  Moved 
by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to purchase two scrapers per this bid.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 Feland and Martinson also presented information on snow blowers that attach to front 
end loaders.  Bids will not be taken at this time. 
 Greer reviewed options of having a load scale on either the front end loader or on the 
trucks.  Consensus to add to the new loader. 
 The Board was asked to delay bids on magnesium chloride in order to change the 
specifications to address issues that have come up with projected fuel prices.  Moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Cayko to reject today’s bids and rebid at the February meeting.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 There was discussion of priorities for road projects and soliciting design and 
constructions services.  There are too many immediate needs to be completed in-house.  
Greer to contact some firms for proposals. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits to Bear Paw 
Energy and McKenzie Electric Cooperative; approach permits to Continental Resource; Rink 
Construction and Burlington Resources; and to consent to a temporary encroachment per 
application from Hess Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion of the prescription discount card program available through the National 
Association of Counties.  This is at no cost to the County.  Consensus to enroll the county in 
this program. 
 
 Amy Fast, Social Service Director, updated the Board on the increasing workload for 
foster care and other services.  They are very short of foster families. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to add a percent-based contribution 
option to the Nationwide Retirement Solutions deferred compensation program.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 



 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to participate in the Attorney General’s 
Special Operations Unit at a cost of $400.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 There was a review of the requirements of North Dakota Century Code 11-07.  Since 
county commissioners are currently elected at large, it is not necessary for the county 
redistricting board to meet at this time. 
 
 A plat for a proposed subdivision to be named Cherry Brook was reviewed.  Public 
hearing was set for 11:00 AM CST on March 1, 2011, in the Commissioners Room of the 
Courthouse. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to raise the salary of the Commission 
chairman by $250 per month, effective January 1, 2011.  Voting aye:  Lawlar, Cayko, Patten, 
Anderson; abstaining: Chinn; motion carried. 
 
 Cayko reported on a recent meeting of the Mondak Lower Yellowstone group.  This 
covers the 65 miles of the Yellowstone River from the south Richland County MT line to the 
confluence; 17 miles of which are in North Dakota.  Orvin Finsaas is the soil conservation 
district representative to the group.  They would like to do a study for a bank stabilization 
project.  Cost share for the North Dakota portion is estimated at $3,200.  Cayko will discuss 
further with Finsaas. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:45 PM until Tuesday, February 1, 2011, beginning at 9:00 
AM CST. 
 
  
______________________________  ________________________________ 
Frances M. Olson     Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 
  

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 1, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on February 1, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko,  Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Olson and Auditor-elect Hanson; absent:  
Commissioner Chinn.  Vice Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec reported on pending legislation.  She and Olson will leave this 
afternoon to attend the hearing in the morning on HB1458 regarding the gross production tax 
allocations.  She will begin advertising next week for a full time position in her office as staff 
will be leaving. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the 2010 interest allocation as 
presented, retaining all interest earned in the General Fund.  All present voting aye, motion 



carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the treasurer’s report, the 
minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that he is gearing up for possible flooding.  He provided 
information on various machines to assist with sandbag filling.  He is also anticipating the 
need for a snow disaster declaration but is watching the legislation.  76 inches of snow have 
been recorded at the courthouse so far this season. 
 
 Patten reported on Hillside Court and moved that the Housing Authority be advanced 
$8,500, to be repaid as possible, for needed remodeling in some of the units.  Seconded by 
Lawlar, and all present voting aye, the motion carried.  
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reported on activities in his department.  He is looking at a system 
that would allow tracking deputy locations in the dispatch center that is currently used by 
North Dakota Highway Patrol.  Chief Dispatcher Tammy Evanson is interviewing for the 
openings there.  Deputies Clock and Newman have been helping out.  He will be meeting 
with various agencies to review jurisdiction matters in the vicinity of Fort Berthold Indian 
Reservation. 
 
 Gene Veeder reviewed the water funding and legislation affecting the Western Area 
Water Supply Project.  For JDA he reported that they require funding to be matched by the 
Williston Western Star Fund for an interest buy down on a developing project.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to transfer $11,400 to JDA for this project.  Voting Aye:  
Lawlar, Cayko, Anderson; Abstaining due to a stated conflict of interest: Patten; motion 
carried. 
 
 Jeff Roel, Williston Basin RC&D Coordinator, reported on projects for the past year.  
The Cartwright Train Tunnel Critical Area Treatment project was featured as a success story 
in a USDA NRCS bulletin. 
 
 Eva Hepper, on behalf of PeeWee wrestling, reported on the program and reported 
that they are in need of funds to replace the singlets which are quite worn.  On behalf of the 
Fair Board she reported that the garbage, water and sewer services at the Fairgrounds need 
to be sorted out as it appears to be uncertain what entities are paying for which. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the facilities agreement with the 
City of Watford City which was signed by the City on January 10, 2011.  All present voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, the following were present for the road department portion of 
the meeting:  County Engineer Mike Greer, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser, Carol 
Kieson and Mike Dollinger.  Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers 
Union Oil Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to 
accept the bid of Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels at all locations.  All present voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to affirm the annual salaries set in the 2011 budget 



as follows: Ronald Anderson 17,640.00; Stacy Arnegard 27,045.12; Deidre Berquist 
43,600.00; Nicole Bryant 43,200.00; Richard Cayko 17,640.00; Roger Chinn 20,640.00; Lloyd 
Clock 52,478.00; LeRoy Defoe 43,872.00; Jan Dodge 37,689.00; Tammy Evanson 
49,949.00; Amy Fast 57,204.00; Richard Fischer 51,176.04; Rita Fischer 46,375.96; John 
Fulwider 53,697.00; Michael Greer 68,600.00; Jodi Hanson 38,400.00; Myrna Hay 29,120.00; 
Clint Hecker 43,600.00; Mary Herfindahl 30,920.00; Denae Hoffmann 41,650.00; Richard 
Hollenbeck 40,000.00; Karen Holte 37,213.56; Matthew Johansen 41,135.00; Dennis 
Johnson 49,500.00; Ann Johnsrud 59,600.00; Bonnie Johnsrud 42,020.00; Vonnie Johnsrud 
36,300.00; Debora Johnston 45,660.00; Steven Jorgenson 46,800.00; Carol Kieson 
39,613.00; Mark Koeser 64,797.00; Jodee Lawlar 35,000.00; Rick Lawlar 17,640.00; Scott 
Luhman 40,000.00; Sandy Meyer 35,001.84; Debra Moser Young Bear 44,400.00; Judy 
Murie 30,504.00 (3/4 time); Dan Neprash 60,707.00; Kim Neprash 37,875.00; Dustin 
Newman 40,000.00; Frances Olson 16,475.00 (3 months) incoming auditor 37,500.00 (9 
months); Dale Patten 17,640.00; Katherine Paulson 33,800.00; JoLynn Pelton 37,213.56; 
Robert Perry 49,874.00; Ron Rankin 61,793.00; Michelle Rogness 34,007.64; Kristy Roles 
37,213.56; Cherri Rolla 45,155.00; Lanae Roos 60,400.00; Jerry Samuelson 49,037.00; 
MaLissa Schroeder 37,868.00; Linda Svihovec 61,200.00; Dawn Tschetter 40,843.92; Gene 
Veeder 73,111.00; Dana Wahus 30,919.44; Jaret Wirtz 58,770.00; Ed Yadon 60,707.00.  All 
present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn joined the meeting by telephone as Ned Hermanson and Tori 
Dwyer discussed concerns about cattle guards that are filled with snow and have not been 
cleaned.  Auditor Olson left the meeting during the discussion to attend a legislative hearing 
in Bismarck.  Auditor-elect Hanson assumed the recording duties.   
 Discussion centered on who is responsible for installation and maintenance of cattle 
guards and the adjacent fencing.  The issue will be taken under advisement by the Board.  
Commissioner Chinn left the meeting. 
 
 Greer and Koeser reported that the County is getting far behind with the snow removal 
and had figures for some outside help.  Consensus to get done what needs to be done.  They 
should keep close track of expenses as there may be an appropriation from the legislature for 
snow emergency reimbursements.   
 A number of firms have been in contact regarding providing services to the county.  
Greer is to get some proposals for the next meeting. 
 Greer was directed to run an ad for a full time position at the landfill.  The certification 
process takes at least a year. 
 There are three openings for scraper operators.  There were three applications for the 
sign truck position. 
 
 Vice Chairman Anderson appointed Gene Veeder, Jaret Wirtz and Commissioners 
Cayko and Commissioner Patten as the committee for the storage/office building project; and 
Ron Rankin, Tammy Evanson and Commissioners Lawlar and Anderson as the committee 
for the remodel project in the law enforcement center.  
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute the Trane maintenance 
agreement as presented.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following proclamation:   
 



National County Government Month - April 2011 
“Serving Our Veterans, Armed Forces and Their Families.” 
WHEREAS, the nation’s 3,068 counties provide a variety of essential public 
services to communities serving more than 300 million Americans; and  
WHEREAS, McKenzie County and all counties take seriously their 
responsibility to protect and enhance the health, welfare and safety of its 
residents in sensible and cost-effective ways; and  
WHEREAS, McKenzie County honors and thanks our residents who have 
served this country through military service; and  
WHEREAS, county government delivers many important services to America’s 
veterans, military service members and their families, including physical and 
mental health, housing, employment, and justice; and  
WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties is the only national 
organization that represents county governments in the United States; and  
WHEREAS, the National Association of Counties has encouraged counties 
across the country to actively promote their own programs and services; and  
WHEREAS, McKenzie County and the National Association of Counties are 
working together to Restore the Partnership among all levels of government to 
better serve American communities;  
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT I, Ronald A Anderson, Vice 
Chairman, McKenzie County Commission, does hereby proclaim April 2011 as 
National County Government Month and encourage all County officials, 
employees, schools and residents to participate in county government 
celebration activities. 

All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute the agreement with Hulsing and 
Associates for services related to the storage/office building.  All present voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve the raffle permit application from 
Keene Relay for Life.  All present voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to join the NACo prescription card plan.  All 
present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to execute the division orders presented by 
ConocoPhillips.  All present voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Carmen Wold presented applications for beer and alcohol on/off sale, Sunday 
included, licenses.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to grant the licenses.  Voting 
aye:  Anderson, Cayko, Patten; voting nay:  Lawlar; motion carried. 
 
 State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson responded to questions regarding the cattle 
guard issues.  Patten, Anderson, and Greer to draft a policy for review at the next meeting.  
Johnson also reported that arrests are down.  The Interactive Video Network (IVN) is now 
working in the courtroom. 
 
Darin Danielson, Brian Cummins and Tim Denowh met with the Board on behalf of the Sioux-



Yellowstone Fire District.  They would like to purchase lots adjacent to the Fairview Fire 
Department for expansion.  The District has a cooperative agreement with the Department 
and shares equipment.  Richland County MT and the City of Fairview have committed 1/3 of 
the cost each.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to grant the District $10,000 for this 
purchase.  Voting aye:  Lawlar, Patten, Anderson; abstaining as the land owner: Cayko; 
motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn joined the meeting by telephone for a presentation by Mark 
Feland, RDO Equipment Sales Representative.  Feland proposed exchanging the Caterpillar 
motor grader fleet for 2011 John Deere 872G models with all new snow equipment,  and the 
2009 John Deere 870G, even trade, at no cost to the County.  Chinn stated that he thought 
that Tractor and Equipment should be given an opportunity to make a proposal.  After further 
discussion, Chinn left the meeting.  
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to make the exchange with RDO for 
$0.00 on 13 motor graders as presented today.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A letter of request from the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems in the amount of 
$100,000 for support of the emergency room services was considered.  State's Attorney 
Dennis Edward Johnson or North Dakota Association of Counties attorney Aaron Birst to be 
consulted for further information on granting this request. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the approach permit applications 
from Tracker Resources Development, Hiland Operating and Whiting Oil & Gas; and the 
utility permit application from Hiland Operating.  All present voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko affidavit pursuant to North Dakota Century 
Code 57-28-19.1 relating to Lots 1 through 6 and Lot 9, Block 1; and Lots 14 and 15, Block 4 
of Liberty Hills First Addition to Watford City, North Dakota, said document being filed in the 
office of the McKenzie County Recorder as Document No. 413115.  All present voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute the maintenance agreement for 
county and township roads with the North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All present 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute the maintenance certificate for 
county federal aid projects to the North Dakota Department of Transportation.  All present 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 There was discussion of the fire control in new subdivisions which was not addressed 
in the resolutions establishing them.  Curt Moen will be consulted for ideas. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM. 
 
 

February 14, 2011 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota on February 14, 2011, for a special meeting called by Auditor 



Frances M. Olson in accordance with the provisions of North Dakota Century Code 11-11-05.  
Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko,  Chinn (via telephone); Lawlar and Patten, 
Auditor Olson and Auditor-elect Hanson.  Vice Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at  
10:00 AM. 
 
 Citing a growing concern that the position required a wider range of skills than she has 
and wanting to do what she felt was in the best interests of the County, Jodi L. Hanson 
tendered her resignation from the Office of County Auditor, effective for the term that would 
begin April 1, 2011. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the resignation with regret. 
 Hanson left the meeting. 
 
 There was discussion of the various options for filling the vacancy.  It was decided to 
put out a press release on the resignation and table further discussion of filling the position 
until the next regular meeting. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to reconsider the action taken at the 
previous meeting regarding an offer to trade motors graders.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
This will be on the agenda for the March 1 meeting.   
 
 Commissioner Chinn left the meeting when it adjourned at 10:30 AM. 
 
______________________________  ________________________________ 
Frances M. Olson     Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 1, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota on March 1, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and 
Patten and Auditor Olson.  As Chairman Chinn was delayed by blocked roads, Vice Chairman 
Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Treasurer Svihovec presented her report.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to 
approve the treasurer’s report, the minutes as written and the bills as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Further discussion on purchase of lot in Cartwright to have more room for the county shop.  
Cayko has been in discussion with the owner and there is a lien to satisfy.  A purchase agreement 
needs to be put together. 
 



 Chinn arrived at 9:50 AM and assumed the chair. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to make an offer of $15,000 for the lots next to 
the county shop subject to clear title and to authorize Commissioner Cayko to execute the purchase 
agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to grant the Homestead Credit applications for 
Wallace Early and the Veterans Credit applications for Lyle Leiseth and Richard Sheaffer as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that he has been at the legislature on a couple of Veterans bills.  He 
had preliminary plans for County Government Month which has a theme of honoring veterans.  He is 
working with County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser to get a sand depot set up for filling sand 
bags.  The city of Watford City still has not made a decision on the sand bag fillers. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reported that they received a grant from North Dakota Department of 
Transportation that will cover $16,000 of the $19,000 for in-car cameras.  He requested $1,000 for 
the Crimestoppers program.  

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Cayko to participate in the Crimestoppers. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

Another dispatcher is leaving.  Many applicants are from out of the area but no place to live.  
Patten suggested putting the department’s name on the waiting list for the LSS units.  The applicant 
he would like for deputy has been extended by the military until June.  CJ Jones is working dispatch 
temporarily and has been assigned to the remodel committee.  There is a bill in the legislature to 
reduce the total Highway Patrol by 3 officers which would really impact the department. 

 
Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the progress with the various water 

projects and the funding bills for the Western Area Water Supply project. 
 
Curt Moen, Watford City Planner/Building Inspector, and Wayne Koistinen, Westwood 

Enterprises, were present for the hearing on the Cherry Brook subdivision.  Koistinen, a building 
contractor, explained the general layout of the subdivision and the plans for building.  Moen 
recommended a bond to the county from the developer for infrastructure and a clarification on the 
plat that the county would not do the infrastructure.  There was discussion of what direction the 
county wants to take with regard to subdivisions in general.  A policy could be drafted that would 
spell out the responsibilities of all parties, including covenants to be included.  No action was taken 
on the plat at this time. 

A.J. Mock and Gen Hutmacher met with the Board for an update on the Northwest Dakota 
Public Transit.  The new bids for the bus barn in Watford City came in closer to estimate.  They are 
short about $35,000 but hope to raise that from the community.  The Young at Hearts Club was able 
to pay the local match for a new bus that was purchased in November. 

 
County Recorder Ann Johnsrud reported a refund of surplus fees from the North Dakota 

Recorders Information Network (NDRIN) in the amount of $11,398.13.  This will be used for 
document preservation.  She also said that she will need to fill the vacancy in her office as the work 
load is still heavy, with 25-30 landmen average a day. 



 
The Board recessed for noon, reconvening at 1 PM.  Present for this portion of the meeting 

were County Engineer Mike Greer, County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser, and Engineer’s 
Assistant Mike Dollinger. 

 
There were no fuel bids.  Koeser was instructed to call around for prices when he needed fuel 

and go with the lowest at that time.   
 
Rick Irey and Lynn Blake with Four Seasons Roads, Bottineau, gave the Board information on a 

road stabilization product, E-N-ONE, that has been used successfully in Saskatchewan and Manitoba.  
They would need to do some analysis of the materials available in the county before they could say 
that this product would work here. 

 
Tom Broadbent and Rob MacPherson for EnvirotechServices, Inc., asked the Board to 

reconsider their decision not to read their bid for magnesium chloride at the February meeting.  They 
stated that the bond was in the bid, just not in the separate envelope as stated in the notice and that 
the proposal form had not specified this.  They believe that the county could save a substantial 
amount if their bid was considered.  The consensus was that since the official bid notice stated the 
requirement of the bid bond in a separate envelope to let it stand as is for this year and they would 
have an opportunity to bid next year.  They would be kept in mind if the successful bidder could not 
keep up. 

 
Dick Vander Bosshe, Bear Paw Energy/Oneok Director of Operations, asked for consideration 

of the company posting a bond for road damages rather than pay the individual overload fees for the 
many loads that will be coming into the Garden Plant.  There is only one mile of pavement involved 
and they would work with the County Engineer for before and after load inspections.  They are 
projecting completion of the plant by the end of November with testing to take about another 
month. 

 
Greer reported that seven proposals had been received in response to the RFP for Routes 10 

and 53.  There were many variables and he was not ready to make a recommendation.   
Lonni Fleck, Interstate Engineering, commented about what they could offer the County and 

stated that there are a lot of variables at this time as the money and process from the State are not 
known yet.  Travis Evans and Mike Evans, for Environmental and Civil Solutions, explained what they 
could bring to the County as far as experience and manpower.  Anderson asked if it was realistic that 
there could be no contracted construction this year.  Travis Evans confirmed that it would have to be 
fall bid for spring start.  Evans, Evans, and Fleck left the meeting. 

There was discussion of concentrating on 10 or 53.  Either route will be impacted by what the 
State decides to do with ND 1806 and 73.  Commissioner Patten stated that Route 10 is accessing 
McKenzie County production; the traffic on 53 is coming out of Dunn County.  Koeser said that a lot of 
traffic on 53 is headed to the Reservation, avoiding ND 73. 

 
Heather Wisness and Kim Neprash, on behalf of the Extension office, brought some 

suggestions for reassignments of office space on the second floor when the water offices are moved 
to the new building.  Tabled until closer to completion of building. 
 



 Further discussion on first routes to fix as funding comes from state.  Consensus is to do 
County 10 with an estimate of about 14 million to rehab it to a 28 foot top. 

Further discussion on the engineering proposals.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to 
Interstate Engineering prepare a bid ready package for the reconstruction of Route 10, approximately 
12.6 miles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
There was a short discussion on frost laws before the Board recessed to a County Park Board 

meeting at 3:30 PM, reconvening at 4:45 PM. 
 
Greer, Koeser, and Dollinger discussed what they are hearing as township road needs.  Greer 

should send a letter asking for their lists, but notifying that the county may not be able to do the work 
this summer. 

 
The motion to bid motor graders made at the February 1 meeting and brought back for 

reconsideration at the February 14 meeting was discussed.  After many pros and cons of the 
Caterpillar 160M with joy stick steering and the John Deere 872G with steering wheel, it was moved 
by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to advertise for bids for new motor graders with new front lift 
groups and snow equipment, opening at the April 5 meeting.  Voting aye:  Cayko, Lawlar, Patten, 
Anderson; voting nay:  Chinn; motion carried. 

 
Discussion of impact on other offices when Engineering isn’t staffed on Fridays.  An 

administrative position could cover that.  Staggering days Monday-Thursday and Tuesday-Friday 
wouldn’t work in summer and reduces the time that full staff can work on projects.  Only one 
applicant for landfill position and will offer to him.  Discussion of fees at landfill.  Williston has started 
refusing containers and those are coming here, seriously impacting the life of the current cell as well 
as putting us over tonnage permitted.  Put fees up closer to Williston and refuse containers as well.  
Have two rates, one for residential that would cover the cities and private residential haulers and one 
for loads from commercial enterprises.  Preliminary work is needed on an expansion.  Consideration 
could be given to changing over to a transfer station. 

 
Further discussion on the Cherry Brook subdivision.  Consensus is not to approve as there is 

no benefit shown to the County for accepting the plat. 
 
Further discussion on the request from Bear Paw/Oneok.  Consensus to forgo the bond and 

collect the ton/mile fees. 
 
Discussion of a request on behalf of Billings County to over-ride landowner objections to 

access for an environmental impact statement for an alternative location for a bridge across the Little 
Missouri.  Auditor is directed to send a letter to Attorney Tammy Norgard that the County is not 
interested in a bridge in McKenzie County and that if the landowners cannot be convinced to allow 
access, the County will not approve either. 

 
Patten reported that the FOIA request sent nearly a year ago to the Forest Service has not 

been approved or rejected.  The comment period for the Allotment Management Planning on 
Pastures 2, 10, and 11 has passed and the County could not comment because the documents 
needed for a meaningful comment were not provided. 



 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve approach permits for Brigham Oil & 

Gas, LP; Burlington Resources; Denbury Onshore LLC; SM Energy and Zavanna LLC; and utility permits 
for Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Bear Paw Energy and McKenzie Electric Cooperative.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to execute an affidavit of marketable title for Lot 28, 

less IT 1148; and Lot 29, Block 1, Schell & Jarland Addition to the City of Watford City, North Dakota.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the service contract with the Division of 

Juvenile Services of the North Dakota Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to bid gravel and scoria crushing, cutting edges, 

metal and concrete culverts and bridge lumber at the April 5 meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to grant $100,000 to McKenzie County 

Healthcare Systems toward the emergency room services shortfall.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:15 PM until Wednesday, March 2, 2011, at 10:00 AM CST. 

 
March 2, 2011 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened in the Meeting 

Room at the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on March 2, 2011, as part of the selection 
committee to interview three candidates for the County Agent position.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn. Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Olson, District Director Mike Hanson, County 
Agent Marcia Hellandsaas, Brad Chinn and Gene Veeder.  Hanson chaired the session and opened the 
meeting at 10:15 AM with a brief overview of the selection process and review of the questions that 
could be asked.  Various members were assigned questions as each candidate must be asked the 
same questions. 

 
The first candidate was interviewed from 10:55 AM until 11:55 AM. 
 
The group recessed for lunch, reconvening at 12:50 PM.  The interview of the second 

candidate was conducted until 1:50 PM. 
 
The third candidate was interviewed from 2:05 PM until 3:20 PM. 
 
Following the interviews, the committee members rated the candidates and there was 

general discussion about the candidates and the compensation package.  It was the consensus of the 
group that the position should be offered to the third candidate.  There was also discussion of other 
openings in the extension system for which the other two candidates might be suitable. 

 
The selection committee adjourned at 3:45 PM with the Board of Commissioners reconvening 



in the Commissioners Room at 4:00 PM. 
 
Treasurer Linda Svihovec provided an estimate of the available funds in the GPT Infrastructure 

Fund by December of 2011 at $2,000,000. 
 
There was discussion of the various options for filling the county auditor vacancy.  State's 

Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson joined the meeting at 5:00 PM.  He was given a list of questions to 
research and get back to the Board. 

 
The meeting recessed at 5:45 PM until call of the Chairman. 
 

March 9, 2011 
 
 Commissioners Chinn, Lawlar, Patten and Cayko attended a special meeting of the Permit 
Section of the North Dakota Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties on March 9, 2011, at the 
Outlaws Banquet Room, Watford City.  Others from McKenzie County attending were Permit Section 
Operator Linda Svihovec, Deputy Sheriff Matt Johansen, County Engineer Michael Greer, GIS 
Coordinator Steven Jorgenson and Permit Contractor Janet Sanford.  A total of 13 counties were 
represented at the meeting. 
 
 Permit Section Chairman Dave Jurgens called the meeting to order at 12:30 PM CST. 
 
 Topics discussed were the proposed $500 Rig Move Permit, spring load restrictions, ton/mile 
fees and a legislative update. 
 
 The group approved a recommendation to the Executive Committee of the North Dakota 
Association of Oil & Gas Producing Counties to contract with DAWA for the development of an on-line 
rig move permit, which would be optional to the counties. 
 
 Svihovec introduced Sanford who has been working with the Executive Committee on a 
transition plan to take over the duties of permit operator as Svihovec is resigning that position. 
 
 The special permit section meeting was adjourned at 2:00 PM CST. 
 

March 10, 2011 
 
 Commissioners Chinn, Patten and Lawlar, Auditor Olson and County Engineer Greer met in the 
JDA Conference Room on March 10, 2011, beginning at 1:15 PM with Lonni Fleck and Josh Johnson of 
Interstate Engineering to review the plans and processes for reconstruction of County Route 10. 
 
 Greer had additional information on the process of submitting plans for funding under the 
proposed legislation.  There will be emphasis on projects that will ensure continuity of travel between 
county and state routes and across state lines.   
 
 Timeline would be to have the project bid so construction would begin immediately in the 
spring of 2012.  Design should be to 105,500 pounds year round with a life of 10 years.  They will 



need soil sampling and maps of the county gravel pits.  Johnson asked if pull-outs at each end of the 
route for weighing trucks should be an option.  It was felt this would be a good option as it is 
extremely difficult now to weigh trucks anywhere in the system.   
 
 Right of way is not expected to be an issue.  Original plans will be consulted but it was felt that 
there was sufficient right of way now, except possibly in a few snow trap areas.  The county would 
not pay for right of way. 
 
 Johnson suggested a public meeting to allow landowners an opportunity to bring up issues 
that the engineers might not see.  The Keene Dome or Twin Valley Hall could be used.  
 
 Interstate will deal with the solicitations of views and any wetland issues.  
 
 Interstate has the contract drafted, but will submit it after they have solicited geotechnical 
services so they have a better idea of the estimated costs. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 2:30 PM until call of the Chairman. 
 

March 18, 2011 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse at 
Watford City, North Dakota on March 18, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, 
Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Olson.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM.    Also 
present were State's Attorney Dennis Edward Johnson, Treasurer Linda Svihovec and County Engineer 
Mike Greer.  

 
Jerry Martinson, Tractor & Equipment Sales Representative, made a presentation regarding 

the proposed trade  of the motor graders.  He addressed concerns regarding timely delivery, service 
problems and operator acceptance.  He offered that if the County kept the machines for one year and 
were still unsatisfied, that Tractor & Equipment would give the purchase price back at that time.  He 
offered a fuel guarantee at 5.5 gallons per hour and they would pay for any usage over that.  If the 
Board goes ahead with the bid on April 5, he asked them to consider changing the bid specifications 
to allow a bid to repurchase the trades without bidding replacement machines.  Martinson and Greer 
left the meeting at 10:00 AM. 

 
Johnson reviewed the issues that had been brought up at the last meeting regarding the 

auditor appointment.  Wording of the deputy appointments will be changed to remove restrictions 
that are not supported by law.   

 
Svihovec regretfully tendered her resignation as McKenzie County Treasurer effective at 11:59 

PM March 31, 2011.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept this resignation.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Linda Svihovec as McKenzie County 

Auditor, effective April 1, 2011.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to set Svihovec’s compensation at an annualized 
salary of $73,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to increase the salary of Deputy Treasurer Bonnie 

Johnsrud by $250 per month as she assumes additional duties and responsibilities for the transition. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to advertise for applications for the Treasurer’s 

position for the next two weeks, with applications to be submitted by April 4.  The timeline for 
interviews and appointment could be decided at the April 5 meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Johnson presented an oil and gas lease offer from Burlington Resources for $2,000 per acre 

and 20% royalty.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the lease for 6.08 acres in the 
East 1/2, Section 12, TWP 151, RNG 98.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Johnson stated that he would like to use part of the budget allowed for a part time position to 
contract services for some brief preparations and minerals research.  Consensus is to allow this.  
Johnson left the meeting at 11:15 AM. 

 
Svihovec presented a draft Bankhead Jones distribution based on previous allocation 

formulas.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to distribute the Bankhead Jones payment as 
follows:    to the Townships - value of federal lands times township levy times two; to the school 
districts - the larger of the value of federal lands times school levy times two OR resident students 
times $400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   The Bankhead Jones distribution this year totaled 
$5,715,290.52.   

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute a division order to Tracker Resources 

for the Gudmunsen #27-1H in Sections 27 and 34, TWP 149N RNG 100W.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
County Engineer Mike Greer and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser came into the 

meeting at 11:30 AM.  Anderson and Greer reported on a meeting they had attended in Bismarck 
regarding additional funds to oil counties that are in pending legislation and how county projects 
would be prioritized.  Greer presented 2 pavement and 3 gravel projects for the Board’s 
consideration.  After discussion it was agreed that the county needs to go forward with the 
engineering the various projects and then take another look at them when the legislation is passed 
and more of the process is known.   

 
It was agreed to follow the state on load restrictions, including dates, on the county paved 

routes with the following exceptions:  Route 16, from the junction of Highway 200 north to junction 
with 155th Ave; Route 16 from 152 Ave west one half mile; Route 16 from junction of Highway 85 
west one half mile; Route 38 from junction with Route 5 (One-O-One Road) west to Montana line; 
Route 27 from junction with 141 Ave east one half mile; route 14 from junction of 107 Ave west one 
half mile and 2nd Street near Grassy Butte from junction of Highway 85 west to Trotters Construction. 

After noon recess from 12:45 to 1:30, there was further discussion on the motor graders.   
 Moved by Chinn to continue to bid on April 5, including an option for re-purchase without 
trade.  The motion failed for lack of second. 



 
 Other topics were the infrastructure money that may be available by December and dust 
control issues.  
 
 Chinn stated that the Chief of the Forest Service, Senator Hoeven and others would be at the 
Outlaws on Monday morning at 8:30 AM 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 2:50 PM. 
 
______________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec      Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 5, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on April 5, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Commissioner Lawlar will be attending later.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 
 Svihovec presented the treasurer’s report.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to 
approve the treasurer’s report, the minutes as corrected and the bills as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the 
following list of cancelled checks which were reissued or turned over to Unclaimed Property, all 
voting aye, motion carried.   
 

Check # Payee 
Date 

Issued Amount 
15576 Conoco Phillips Co. 7/17/2009 137.00 
15578 John M. Parker Trust 7/20/2009 10.35 
15676 Keri Debenham 10/30/2009 10.00 
187448 Eugene Pojorlie 9/1/2009 33.00 
191836 Rod Merrell 11/19/2010 100.00 
191863 NDPERS – Group Life 11/24/2010 1238.35 
191864 NDPERS 11/24/2010 29972.63 
 
The below checks turned over to Unclaimed 
Property:  November 2010   
182679 Justin Walker 3/10/2008 250.00 
182708 Andrew Pantaleone 3/20/2008 25.00 
14971 Hardy J. Rogness 3/13/2008 13.00 

 
 Jerry Samuelson reported that he has been contacted by ACOM, an engineering 
company contracted through FEMA to study drainage on the Little Missouri River.  Samuelson 
also requested approval to use Hazardous Chemical funds to assist with the purchase of two 
radios for Alexander First Responders and McKenzie County Rural Fire District at a cost of 
approximately $2500 each.  It was suggested that the county pay 75% of the cost for both 
radios.  A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Patten to purchase a defibrillator for 
Tobacco Gardens Resort and Restaurant.  Kerry Krikava will provide training.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The Dore propane and butane site and the Petro Hunt saltwater spill were 
other topics discussed.    
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin reported that his department would begin weighing trucks and using 
scales when the soft road conditions improve.  With 4 trained dispatchers, 2 in training and 0 
applicants, they are still understaffed.  A higher shift differential and pay for dispatchers was 
discussed, although it is difficult to hire without available affordable housing. 
 

Gene Veeder updated the Board on the progress of various water projects and the 
funding bills for the Western Area Water Supply project. 

 
Wayne Koistinen and Derek Kysar, Westwood Enterprises, approached the board for 

approval of the proposed Cherry Brook subdivision.  Health Department regulations must be 
followed but without county zoning or standards for subdivision development, no action will be 
taken on the request at this time as there is no benefit for the county. 

 
Patten reported on the ETA (Extra Territorial Area) meeting held at City Hall on March 

28.  Advantages of an ETA include managing development such as lagoons, man camps, and 
other industrial development in the ETA surrounding Watford City limits. 

 
Commissioner Lawlar joined the meeting at 10:30 a.m. 



 
A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following 

board appointments:  JDA Board (3 year terms) – Dale Patten, Richard Cayko and Kent Pelton; 
Library Board (3 year terms) – Dale Patten and Jamie Jokela; Reorganization Board (3 year 
terms) – Eunice Christopherson and Elinor Sorenson.  All voted aye, motion carried. 

 
Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 

Greer.  A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the presented permits 
as follows:  Approach Permits – Bear Paw Energy, Burlington Resources, Continental Resources, 
Denbury Onshore LLC, Hiland Operating, Oakland Construction, Oasis Petroleum, Whiting Oil & 
Gas Corp., and XTO Energy Inc.  Utility Permits – Bear Paw Energy, Reservation Telephone.  All 
voted aye, motion carried. 

 
A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute a proxy for the 

North Dakota Insurance Reserve Fund’s Annual Meeting in Bismarck, ND on May 18, 2011.  A 
county position is not on the ballot this year.  All voted aye, motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec will schedule an interview for the Treasurer’s position on April 14, 

2011 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
The Board recessed for noon, reconvening at 1 PM.  Present for this portion of the 

meeting were County Engineer Mike Greer and County Road Superintendent Mark Koeser. 
 
Alvin Nelson approached the board about concerns he has with road conditions and 

drainage on Route 50/Biciegel Creek Road. 
 
There were no fuel bids.  Bids for a number of items were opened per advertised notice 

with the following results: 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Cretex Concrete Products 
West for precast concrete culverts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to accept the bid of Tractor & Equipment for cutting 
edges.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Johnston Fargo 
Culvert Inc. for steel culverts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the bid from Sundre Sand & 
Gravel for gravel and scoria crushing, with Gravel Products of Minot as a backup crusher.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the bid from RDO Equipment 
for low boy trailers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid of Westlie Motor 
Company for tandem axle trucks with Detroit engines.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
After discussion and input from operators, a motion was made by Anderson and seconded by 
Lawlar to accept the bid of RDO Equipment for motor graders.  Upon call for a vote, Anderson, 
Lawlar, Patten and Cayko all voted aye.  Chinn voted nay.  Motion carried. 
 

Engineer Mike Greer presented the Agreement for Engineering Services from Interstate 
Engineering for work on Route 10, Hwy 53 and Route 36 at a cost of $550,000.  Greer has 
reviewed the agreement and recommends approval.  A motion was made by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to approve the agreement for engineering services with Interstate 
Engineering.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Road Superintendent Mark Koeser reported that Elm Tree Township has requested work 

on the River Hill slide area this spring.  The required work will take 2 – 3 weeks. 
 
State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson requested a signature on Stipulation of Mineral 

Interest for two tracts which was approved at a prior meeting.  Johnson also reported that he is 
having the abstract updated and will issue a title opinion once the update is complete on the 
lots in Cartwright the county is interested in purchasing from Arthur Vickers for the county 



shop.  Following discussion with Nathan Dekker who is interested in acquiring the following lots 
in the former City of Rawson, Lots 7 and 8 of Original Townsite of Rawson, Section 13, Township 
150 North, Range 101 West; a motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar that the 
County will issue a Quit Claim Deed to Nathan Dekker for above described lots.  Dekker will be 
responsible for the recording fees.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chinn presented a letter from Sheriff Rankin recommending an increase in the starting 

hourly rate for dispatchers.  The topic will be tabled until the April 14, 2011 meeting. 
 
Terry Moe, representing Power Fuels, discussed spring load restrictions with the board 

and suggested that speed be controlled during the spring frost rather than limiting the truck 
weights.  Moe explained that a 6 ton weight limit results in additional trucks on the road.  Chinn 
explained that with grant funds made available by the legislature and by following the findings 
in the Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute study conducted last fall, the county will be 
prioritizing road improvements that may lead to a non-restricted status of some county roads in 
the future. 

 
A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to execute the division orders 

presented by Conoco Phillips.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Leroy Defoe, County Landfill Operator, presented the 2010 Annual Report for the 

landfill.  Defoe reported that a variance may be needed from the state to exceed the maximum 
tonnage allowed until a new cell is constructed.  Additional acres may need to be purchased 
from the state in order to expand the landfill as necessary.  Each cell requires 3 to 5 acres of 
land.  Defoe reported income for 2010 of $203,681.83, Expenses of $95,319.17, and Cost of 
Operations of $72,516.98; resulting in a net income of $35,845.68 for the year. 

 
Mike Dollinger and Carol Kieson discussed various upcoming dust control projects and 

updated the board on estimated costs which is currently approximately $7200/mile.  There was 
also discussion about the possibility of charging commercial entities a share of the cost if their 
facility was clearly responsible for a share of the dust.  A clear policy for charging needs to be 
established before a determination can be made. 

 
Engineer Greer requested consideration for an assistant engineer position within his 

office.  Greer is to prepare a job description and salary proposal for the April 14, 2011 meeting.  
Greer also reported that he had sent a letter to all townships asking how they want to handle 
approach permits in their townships.  Greer inquired about charging a fee for approach and 
utility permits.  Greer and Svihovec will prepare a permit fee proposal for the April 14 meeting.  
Greer reported that Carol Kieson has agreed to relocate her office to the Road Department to 
assist with answering telephones and provide coverage when the rest of the engineer office 
staff are gone.  Kieson has also taken over the Landfill billing system. 

 
A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the purchase of a 

46 inch screen and wireless access system for the commissioners meeting room from NRG.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Anderson inquired about exploring a pay plan system for county employees.  Recorder 

Ann Johnsrud will prepare a proposal to discuss at the April 14, 2011 meeting. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 6:30 p.m. until Thursday, April 14, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. CST. 
 

 
April 14, 2011 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened in the 

Meeting Room at the Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on April 14, 2011.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Absent:  
Commissioner Cayko.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 



 
The Board interviewed Cheryl Grantier, candidate for the county Treasurer’s position.  

Following the interview, a motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to offer the 
Treasurer’s position to Cheryl Grantier at an annual salary of $52,000.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Grantier accepted the offer and will begin her position on May 1, 2011. 

 
Social Services Director Amy Fast requested approval to hire an additional Licensed 

Social Worker III (LSWIII) position for her department after discussing increased workload and 
staffing concerns.  Fast also reported on the study conducted by the HayGroup on state wages 
and pay, and the study results.  Fast will look into the possibility of hosting Neville Kenning from 
the HayGroup in Watford City to advise McKenzie and other oil and gas counties on coping 
strategies for dealing with the demands for higher wages and stressed employees.  Following 
discussion, a motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the LSWIII 
position, salary to fall within the required state guidelines.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Ron Rankin approached the board to discuss dispatcher’s salaries and hiring 

difficulties with the housing shortage.  Rankin also presented the cost share agreement for 
radar equipment.  Rankin discussed safety concerns with state highways which are 
deteriorating rapidly this spring.  Rankin has reported his concerns to the district DOT office 
with minimal results. 

 
County Engineer Mike Greer discussed various issues with the board including fees 

charged for overweight loads on restricted roads, reports and phone calls regarding road 
conditions, and the county’s encroachment permit policy.  The impacts from continued 
development in the county were also discussed and that the need for some type of permitting 
or controls may be needed in the future. 

 
The Board recessed for noon, reconvening at 1 PM.  Present for this portion of the 

meeting were Recorder Ann Johnsrud, Engineer Mike Greer, Sheriff Ron Rankin, and Clerk of 
Court Lanae Roos.  The group presented a proposed job classification/salary plan for the 
county.  The board requested that the group continue to work on the proposal, adding 
additional steps, and bring more information to the May 3 meeting. 

 
Engineer Mike Greer requested approval to hire an engineer’s assistant position to help 

him with engineer duties, including permit inspections and other duties as needed.  A motion 
was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve advertising for the engineer 
assistant position at a rate of $17.00/hour, working a 5 day, 40 hour per week schedule.  Greer 
was requested by the board to prepare a utility permit fee proposal for the May 3 meeting.  
Greer reported that Route 2 was temporarily closed due to a wash out and that he is working 
with the Forest Service on a plan for repair. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:03 PM until Tuesday, May 3, 2011 beginning at 9:00 

AM CDT. 
 
 

  
______________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec      Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 3, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on May 3, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM. 
 
 Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending April 30, 2011.  Moved 
by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, the minutes, and the bills 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following discussion and review of the proposal for tree planting at Tobacco Gardens, a 
motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the tree planting estimate 
from McKenzie County Soil Conservation District of $5910.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 
Greer.  A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the presented permits 
as follows:  Approach Permits – Helis Oil & Gas Co, Whiting Oil & Gas Corp,  Burlington 
Resources, Brigham Oil & Gas LP, Denbury Onshore LLC, Jericho Services, Hess Corporation.  
Utility Permits – Montana Dakota Utilities, Hiland Operating, Bear Paw Energy.  Encroachment 
Permits:  International Western Company 
All voted aye, motion carried. 

 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to execute an oil lease to 
KDM Petro for mineral acres in the NE quarter of Section 22, Township 150N, Range 97W.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the special use 
permit application from D&M’s Office for a wedding reception at Tobacco Gardens on 
September 10, 2011.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 After review by Sheriff Ron Rankin, a motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by 
Cayko to approve the Juvenile Detention Contract with ND Department of Corrections & 
Rehabilitation.  Per Sheriff Rankin, McKenzie County juveniles are currently housed in Williston.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Eldean Flynn reported to the Board that he was installing a water depot with water 
being taken from the Yellowstone River.  Flynn also requested the Board to consider replacing 
the bridge West of Cartwright.  Engineer Greer stated that the county would patch and repair 
the bridge as needed.  The bridge rating would be investigated and reviewed as well. 
 
 Dale Schmid and Jay Johnson, permit agents representing Dawson Geophysical Co, 
presented their plan for 250 square miles of seismic work in McKenzie County this summer.  
Dawson will provide a work schedule to Engineer Greer so that county road maintenance can 
be coordinated with Dawson Geophysical Co.  Following the presentation and addressing 
concerns, a motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the agreement with 
Dawson Geophysical for seismic work in McKenzie County as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin and Deputy John Fulwider reported on the number of overweight trucks 
since April 20, 2011.  The Board discussed reducing speed limit to 30 to 35 mph for all trucks.  
Rankin expressed concern that the slower trucks would cause additional unsafe passing.  Rankin 
also reported on the blizzard and power outage the previous weekend and that the 911 system 
went down for 4 to 5 hours during the storm. 
 



 Larry Novak representing Alexander First Responders requested funding assistance to 
purchase flashing signs for Alexander’s Main Street as a means to control vehicle speed.  Total 
project cost is $16,292 of which $11,400 has been raised.  A motion was made by Patten and 
seconded by Anderson to approve the request of $5000.00 funding assistance to Alexander 
First Responders for flashing signs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Gene Veeder and Jaret Wirtz updated the Board on the progress of various water 
projects and the passing of HB1206, which will provide funding for the Western Area Water 
Supply project, bringing water to Watford City and several rural areas in the county.  Wirtz also 
reported that he would be advertising for a secretary position for his department. 

 
Ron Hecker, District Ranger, McKenzie Ranger District, discussed the Sand Creek Road 

washout after reviewing photos of the site.  Hecker also updated the Board on a number of 
other issues including the Jorgenson road project, FOIA time table, Pastures 2,10,11 public 
scoping findings, and rural water permits. 

 
Jerry DeFoe and Gary Nottestad reported to the Board on a proposed housing project 2 

miles north of Arnegard located in S1/2SE1/4 Section 2, Twp 150 North, Range 100 West.  
Health Department lagoon permit has been obtained.  Concerns about road access and water 
were discussed.  There will be no county services provided for the development. 

 
The Board recessed at 11:47 a.m. for lunch and to attend the HB1206 signing ceremony 

with Governor Dalrymple at City Hall at 1:00 p.m., reconvening at 1:45 p.m.  Present for this 
portion of the meeting were Engineer Mike Greer, Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and Steve 
Berg from Bechtold Paving. 

 
 Following the recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with only one bid submitted. 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid from Rolfson Oil Company for all 
fuels at all locations. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Dave Bartenhagen, Rick Larson, Cary Longie representing Hess Corporation met with the 

Board to discuss options for timely Hess line locations so as not to delay rural water line 
construction. 

 
 Mike Greer and Steve Berg, Bechtold Paving, met with the Board to review proposals for 
maintenance on county roads.  Koeser reported that the 5 ton/axle weight restriction on Hwy 
1806 was pushing increased truck traffic onto Route 10 where patching is needed.  A motion 
was made by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the proposal from Bechtold Paving for 
patching projects, including petromat on Route 36 for an estimated $755,000.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Greer presented the proposed engineering design contract from Ackerman-
Estvold Engineering for contract services on Route 16.  A motion was made by Anderson and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the agreement from Ackerman-Estvold Engineering for 
$750,000.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Greer and Koeser updated the Board on various 
other issues and concerns with roads in the county, including the possibility of contracting 
trucking, shortage of surfacing material, cattle guard maintenance and construction of new 
cattle guards. 
 
 States Attorney Dennis Johnson was present when Lavern Stiller, representing Bear Paw 
Pipeline met with the Board to determine what the county would need from Bear Paw to install 
14-20 inch poly pipe on county right of ways.  Johnson stated that an easement would need to 
be approved by the Board and signed by the chairman and auditor. 
 
 Auditor Svihovec presented Johnson with the signed petition from adjacent landowners 
for vacated streets in former Rawson City which were submitted by Nathan Dekker.  Johnson 
will review the petition and contact Nathan Dekker for any additional needed documentation.  
Johnson also reported the abstract update for the lots in Cartwright has not been completed.  
When the update is completed, he will do a final title opinion and move forward on the sale by 
Vickers and county purchase of the lots.  Johnson also discussed concerns the Recorder’s office 
has with recording plats that have not been approved by the Board.  If not approved, the lots 



would need to be surveyed and assigned Irregular Tract numbers.  Johnson also discussed 
concerns that he had with development occurring in the county and the need to look at some 
level of zoning for the county.  A meeting of interest may be considered in order to obtain 
public input. 
 

Recorder Johnsrud and Sheriff Rankin presented a proposed wage and salary plan for 
courthouse employees and the sheriff’s department for the commission to review. 

 
Amy Fast reported to the Board that Neville Kenning from HayGroup Consulting would 

be in Watford City on May 26, 2011 from 1:30 to 3:30 at the courthouse for a presentation on 
employer strategies for managing and administering compensation in the current economic oil 
boom environment.  Other oil and gas counties will be invited to attend.  A $100 fee will be 
charged per county attending. 

 
Landfill Manager Leroy DeFoe reported to the Board that the ND Department of Health 

Waste Management Department agreed that a letter from the county explaining that the 
landfill has exceeded their allowed tonnage limits, along with a plan to address the problem 
would suffice for addressing the ton overage issue.  Patten reported that State Land 
Department Commissioner, Lance Gaebe, did not anticipate any issues with the county 
purchasing an additional 10 acres from the state for landfill expansion.  DeFoe reported that 
Free Dump Day would be on May 20, 2011. 

 
Mike Greer reported on the collection of ton/mile fees for non-divisible loads on 

restricted county roads since January 1, 2011.  Greer also presented the Board with a proposed 
fee schedule for approach, utility, cattle guard and temporary encroachment permits.  The 
Board will review the proposed fees and feedback from affected parties. 

 
Steven Jorgenson presented quotes for two used vehicles for the GIS Department.  A 

motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to purchase a 2010 Ford Edge from S&S 
Motors for $25,500 for the GIS Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Patten, Cayko and Greer reported on the FEMA Flood planning meeting they attended 

on April 28.  Once the county is mapped, national flood insurance coverage will expand for 
county residents. 

 
The Board discussed an email from Cherri Rolla regarding vehicle service and work she 

requested for the county shop yard. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 5:35 p.m. until Wednesday, May 11, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 

CST. 
 

 
May 11, 2011 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 

Courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on May 11, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Absent:  Commissioner Cayko.  Also 
present for this portion of the meeting were Mike Greer, Gene Veeder, Jerry Samuelson and 
Curt Moen.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 
 
 Dick Vande Bossche, representing Bear Paw Garden Creek Gas Plant, updated the Board 
on schedule and progress of gas plant, compressor stations and pipeline work in McKenzie 
County.  Oneok representatives Mick Urban and Russ Clark, project engineer, provided 
additional technical information including plans for a 62 mile pipeline from the Garden Creek 
Plant to Sidney, MT, housing and employees required to complete the project. 
 
 Following a presentation by Lavern Stiller, representing Bear Paw Pipeline, a motion was 
made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute a right of way easement with Bear Paw 
Pipeline in W1/2W1/2SW1/4NW1/4 Section 11, Township 148 North, Range 99 West.  All 



voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Engineer Mike Greer was present for discussion regarding road conditions in McKenzie 
County.  Commissioner Patten reported on the poor condition of the bridge owned by Jessie 
Monson and possible assistance the county may provide. 

 
Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 

Greer.  A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve the presented 
permits as follows:  Approach Permits – Gene Transtrom, Tracker Resource Development LLC, 
Brigham Oil & Gas LP, Gary L. Jordan.  Utility Permit – Bear Paw Energy LLC.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Treasurer Cheryl Grantier approached the Board to discuss the workload in the 

Treasurer’s office.  Grantier requested approval to hire an additional full time employee to help 
deal with the added work load due to increase in volume of transactions and traffic in the 
motor vehicle branch office along with the Williston branch closing two days per week.  A 
motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the request to hire a full 
time clerk in the Treasurer’s office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 Engineer Greer discussed hiring a part time employee for the assistant engineer 

position as he had not received any applicants for the full time position.  The Board suggested 
other options for Greer to consider such as contracting an engineering firm to administer 
projects and also investigate the cost of hiring a head hunter service such as Executive Group of 
Billings, MT and advertising on Job Service. 

 
Commissioner Anderson reported on the Department of Transportation meeting he, 

Greer and Chinn had attended in Dickinson on May 10 for road funding in oil and gas counties 
south of the river.  The allocation they were allowed are $35 million for pavement and $11 
million for gravel projects. Of that McKenzie County was allocated $19.5 million for paving with 
a 10% county match.  Paving projects approved by the group are Route 10 and a portion of 
Route 16 with leftover funds.  Projects that were not approved are Routes 53 and 36.  The 
county was also approved for $3,816,293 in funds for gravel with a 75% county match.  Funds 
must be expended by June 30, 2013.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Anderson 
and seconded by Lawlar to commit $1.5 million, county 10% cost share for full paving 
allocation, and $4.5 million for the 75% county cost share on unpaved roads.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Svihovec reported on the rip rap project at Tobacco Gardens and that Mike Dollinger 

will be assisting with the 10/404 application process. 
 
A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the agreement with 

McKenzie Electric to extend the transmission lines at Tobacco Gardens for an estimated cost of 
$31,200.50.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed a request by the State Land Department to sign a Quit Claim Deed 

from the County to the State Land Department for right of way in Section 16, Township 148 
North, Range 99 West.  Discussion was tabled until more information can be obtained. 

 
A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute a division order to 

Marathon Oil Company on the Watson USA14-32H.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chinn reported on a lease offer from Contex Energy.  The Board agreed on $1500 per 

acre and 20% royalty payment for a well located in Section 34, Township 149 North, Range 98 
West. 

 
The Board discussed holding zoning information meetings in June in the communities of 

Cartwright and Watford City.  The purpose of those meeting would be to obtain input from the 
public as to whether there is interest in pursuing zoning in McKenzie County.  

 



The Forest Service FOIA response for analysis and monitoring data on biologically 
capable soils has been received and will be reviewed by Patten and shared with the Grazing 
Association. 

 
The meeting was recessed at 1:20 p.m. until Thursday, May 26, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

May 26, 2011 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 

Courthouse on May 26, 2011.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  
Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Cayko and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Absent:  
Commissioner Lawlar.  Also present for this portion of the meeting were Mike Dollinger and 
Engineer Mike Greer. 

 
Mike Dollinger updated the Board on the status of the rip rap project at Tobacco 

Gardens and the Corp of Engineers requirements and 10/404 application.  Dollinger will 
complete the application and contact Game & Fish and North Dakota Park and Rec Association 
for cost share funds. 

 
Tax Director Berquist updated the Board on the valuation increase notices for 

residential and commercial property in the county that will be mailed on Friday.  Berquist also 
reported on the approved increases for the cities of Watford City, Arnegard and Alexander.   

 
Mike Greer requested approval to allow the donation of sick leave from other 

employees for Ron Chernenko.  The Board approved the donation from employees as long as 
Chernenko has used all of his available paid time off including vacation and personal days. 

 
The agenda was tabled at 1:30 p.m. for a presentation by Neville Kenning, a consultant 

with HayGroup Inc.  Mr. Kenning offered suggestions and incentives for employee retention 
and recruitment during an oil boom such as offering a flexible work environment, training and 
development opportunities, clothing allowances, and various pay options. Nine McKenzie 
County department heads and the human resource manager from Williams County attended 
the presentation as well. 

 
Landfill Operator, Leroy DeFoe and Abco Recycling representatives, Barry Monk and 

Chris Caswell requested approval from the Board to provide a trial oilfield construction 
recycling service for wood, metal and tires utilizing space at the landfill.  The program would 
extend the life of the landfill and would run from June until September 2, 2011. The Board 
requested that Abco Recycling provide a certificate of insurance with McKenzie County listed as 
an additional insured party.  DeFoe will check with the Health Department to make sure there 
are no issues and will report back to the commissioners at their June 7 meeting for final 
approval of the program. 

 
DeFoe also reported on the large amount of water in the pit due to excessive moisture.  

DeFoe has gained approval from the City of Watford City to dispose of the water in the city 
lagoon.  DeFoe will check into contracting outside trucking companies to pump and haul the 
excess water from the pit since county trucks are all busy at this time. 

 
Commissioner Cayko reported that a warranty deed from Arthur and Kathy Vickers to 

the County has been signed for lots in Cartwright as follows:  Lots 9,10,11 and 12 of Block 3 
Cartwright, North Dakota, and a check from the County to Vickers in the amount of $15,000 has 
been issued.  Upon receiving the mortgage satisfaction from Citifinancial, the County will record 
the satisfaction and warranty deed.  The Board also requested that States Attorney Dennis 
Johnson prepare an affidavit of marketable title and possession as curative title action for the 
Vickers to sign. 

 
Mike Greer discussed additional road department issues including the assistant engineer 

position and concerns McKenzie Electric has with the proposed utility permit policies.  The 



Board questioned whether McKenzie Electric would be willing to request a variance if they 
needed to conduct work outside the policy requirements.   

 
Chinn reported that he had taken the Quit Claim Deed from the State Land Department 

to Dennis Johnson for review. 
 
Patten reported that the zoning information meetings are tentatively scheduled for June 

13 and 14 in Watford City and Cartwright, with locations yet to be determined.  The Board and 
Auditor Svihovec will be present at the meetings. 

 
After review and approval by Dennis Johnson, a motion was made by Patten and 

seconded by Anderson to execute a curative title action Quit Claim Deed to Jeffrey A. and 
Katherine A. Ball as prepared and requested by Minot Guaranty & Title Company on Lots 7, 8 
and 9 of Block 3, Eikren addition, Alexander, North Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Patten to accept the recommendation of 

the City of Watford City Council and approve the Application for Settlement and Abatement of 
Taxes made by Dakota District of Weslyan Church.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the following 
declaration: 

 
 WINTER STORM EMERGENCY DECLARATION 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
      
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota experienced freezing rain, additional snowfall and 
high winds; and 
 
WHEREAS, the National Weather Service Weather put all of the Northwest Region under 
Blizzard Warnings for the storm which occurred on April 28 thru May 1st 2011 with prediction of 
high winds, freezing rain and snowfall which could amount to 12 inches in places; and 
 
WHEREAS, the impact of freezing rain, high winds, and blizzard conditions through the duration 
of the storm causes massive damage to Utility infrastructure resulting in loss of power and 
water services over the entire County, loss of livestock and general threats to the health, 
wellbeing, and safety of the citizens of McKenzie County; and 
 
WHEREAS, continued response and restoration activities may have a serious financial effect of 
the utility companies, Townships, and cities involved and McKenzie County in general. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County Commissioners 
declares an emergency exists in McKenzie County, North Dakota. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 
Greer.  A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the presented 
permits as follows:  Approach Permits - Burlington Resources, Continental Resources Inc., One 
Way Service Inc., Tracker Resource Development LLC; Utility Permit - Bear Paw Energy LLC; 
Encroachment Permit - International Western Co.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
  

The meeting adjourned at 6:25 p.m. until June 7, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

  
______________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec      Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 7, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on June 7, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM. 
 
 Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending May 31, 2011.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, the minutes, and the 
bills as presented with the exception of the bill from Cashman Nursery for courthouse 
landscaping that has not been completed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following discussion regarding the extraordinary amount of additional hours the exempt 
road department employees worked and were not compensated for this past winter and in 
recognition of their exceptional performance, a motion was made by Anderson and seconded 
by Lawlar to approve the following onetime bonus payments: Mark Koeser-$10,000; Mike 
Greer-$5,000; Ed Yadon-$6,500; Dan Neprash-$5,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 
Greer.  A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the presented permits 
as follows:  Approach Permits – Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Continental Resources Inc., 
Helis Oil & Gas Co LLC, Elsey & Mindy Henderson, Halmer Swearson, Hunt Oil Company, JDA 
Builders, McKenzie Electric, Don Moberg, Ronald Thompson, Zavanna LLC.  Utility Permits –  
Bear Paw Energy, McKenzie County Water Resource District, McKenzie Electric Coop, 
Reservation Telephone Coop.  Encroachment Permits:  International Western Company, 
Newfield.  All voted aye, motion carried. 

 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to make adjustments to the 
2010 budget due to unanticipated expenses and other increases to costs: 
Increase Treasurer to $186,759.77, Increase Recorder to $288,953.07, Increase Technology 
Services to $69,145.71, Increase GIS Coordinator to $50,389.69, Increase Building Construction 
to $1,429,963.36, Increase Landfill to $319,664.63, Increase Misc. Non-Departmental to 
$1,664,821.37, Increase County Sheriff to $797,435.05, Increase County Jail to $421,315.96, 
Increase County Coroner to $12,988.19, Increase Risk Management to $4,697.93, Increase 
Tourism & Recreation to $53,081.69, Increase Budget Contributions to $470,000.00, Increase 
County Road & Bridge to $9,186,419.05, Increase County Human Services to $725,337.37, 
Increase Veteran's Service Officer to $30,817.01, Increase County Agent to $106,149.10, 
Increase County Park to $31,065.05, Increase Water Resource District to $165,894.59, Increase 
JDA to $130,048.96, Increase Document Preservation to $91,179.10, Increase E-911 to 
$173,192.56, Increase Wireless E-911 to $137,648.77, Increase GPT Infrastructure Fund to 
$3,487,918.92, Increase County Fair to $29,427.01, Increase Historical Society to $8,473.05.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson informed the Board that McKenzie County is currently not covered 
under a flood disaster declaration.  The Board recommended that an assessment be completed 
and submitted for approval to determine if the County qualifies.  Samuelson also reported that 
the snow disaster deadline was June 1, 2011.  We are eligible for 60% of cost exceeding 200% of 
5 year average.  The application for FEMA snow disaster funds will be completed and submitted 
today. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz reported on the creation of the Western Area Water Supply Board.  Denton 
Zubke and Gene Veeder will represent our water district with Zubke chairing the board.  Wirtz 
updated the Board on the status of various projects and reported that he will be interviewing 
for a secretary position for his department.  Wirtz also updated the Board on the storage/office 
building project and recommended changes in the storage/office building portion of the 



building.  A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the 
recommendations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin discussed safety issues his department is dealing with due to construction 
on Hwy 85, trucks parking on roadways, and road slides.  Rankin reported that the Northwest 
Narcotics task force has requested an increase of $1353.00 in their contract payment.  A motion 
was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the request.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Rankin also discussed shortage in trained dispatcher staff with Debbie Nelson retiring 
at the end of the month and the possibility of contracting State Radio for dispatching services 
for a portion of the day. 
 
 The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 10:30 a.m.  Tax Director Deidre 
Berquist reported that notices of a recommended 40% increase were sent out to all residential 
and commercial property owners in the county along with an 8% increase in agricultural 
property values to bring property values in the county within the 5% ratio the state requires.  A 
motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the recommended property 
value increases as presented by Berquist.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board also 
approved Berquist’s request to hire an assistant position. 
 
  A. J. Mock, Region I Senior Director, updated the Board on the status of the transit 
building project. 
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to nominate Cheryl Grantier to 
serve as the county’s delegate at the ND Association of Counties Annual Conference in October.  
Grantier will serve a two year appointment.  There being no other nominations, all present 
voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 Orville and Scott Hellandsaas discussed needed maintenance on 118th Avenue.  Further 
information is needed to identify if the road is a county or township road. 
 
 A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to execute the right of way 
agreements including construction and  maintenance as presented by Lavern Stiller of Bear Paw 
Energy Pipeline for the following locations:  Borseth 15-22H in W1/2W1/2SW1/4NW1/4 11-
148-99 and an 8 inch steel pipeline connecting the Teddy Roosevelt Gas Plant to Watford City 
Plant Site (completed in August 1984) to Demick Lake gathering system in Sections 10, 11, 14 
and 23 in Township 148N and Range 99W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Steve Jorgenson updated the Board on the progress and status of the county’s GPS 
program.  The Board recommended that Jorgenson complete the project by fall and to also 
work with the Industrial Commission and the Pipeline Authority on adding their information to 
the McKenzie County GPS map. 
 
 Following noon recess, Engineer Mike Greer, Road Superintendent Mark Koeser and 
Department of Transportation District Engineer Walt Peterson met with the Board to discuss 
the state’s decision to close Highway 1806 in McKenzie County to all but private traffic due to 
continued areas of broken pavement that have not responded well to maintenance.  Peterson 
reported that the state planned to grind up the existing pavement surface and lay gravel and 
prime this fall with plans to pave the highway in the future.  The Board expressed concern 
about increased traffic that would be routed onto county roads as a result of the closure and 
also their desire to have the highway operational as soon as possible. 
 
 Lonnie Fleck, Interstate Engineering, provided an update on the status of engineering 
work on Routes 10 and 36.  Fleck presented a tentative schedule for bid opening, notice of 
award, and construction dates. 
 
 States Attorney Dennis Johnson informed the Board that he was preparing a lease 
agreement with the McKenzie County Housing Authority for the Hillside Court property.  
Johnson also reported that he, Patten and Svihovec had met with Housing Authority 
representatives on June 6 to discuss the agreement and management concerns.   



 
 Kelly Peterson, Watford City Housing Authority, updated the Board on the common 
need expressed by the city, school, hospital and county officials for affordable employee 
housing.  Further information is needed as to how such a project would be funded and 
managed. 
 
 Leroy DeFoe reported to the Board that 3Way Trucking had been contracted to haul 
466,620 gallons of water from the pit at a cost of $31,671.85.  DeFoe also reported that the 
State Health Department would require a minor permit modification in order to allow the Abco 
Recycling project at the Landfill.  The Board encouraged Abco to work with the State Health 
Department to meet their requirements and report back. 
 
 Ann Johnsrud and Ron Rankin discussed the proposed job classification salary plan for 
county employees with the Board.  The Board will further review the proposal and make a final 
decision at the next meeting. 
 
A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the following declaration: 
 

SPRING FLOODING EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 7, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota experienced heavy snow fall combined with heavy 
rains; and 
 
WHERAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota received over 110 inches of snow fall from 
November 2010 through March of 2011.  McKenzie County also received 6.50 inches of rain in 
April of 2011. 
 
WHEREAS, the impact of ground saturation from the heavy snow fall coupled with heavy rain 
resulted in over land flooding, and the washing out of the roads and culverts. 
 
WHEREAS, the restoration of roads and culverts will have a serious financial effect on townships 
and McKenzie County in general. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County Commissioners 
declares an emergency exists in McKenzie County, North Dakota. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to make the following board 
appointments effective July 1, 2011:  Lee Tjelde-Water Resource Board-5 year term; Barbara 
Bauman-Human Services Board-3 year term; Rick Lawlar-Northwest Human Service Center 
Council-2 year term; Ronald Anderson-County Fair Board-1 year term.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to request bids on law 
enforcement center project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve the purchase of a 
rock picker from Heggen Equipment for $26,900.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mike Greer updated the Board on various road projects including ongoing dust control 
efforts.  Greer presented plans for approximately 117.8 miles of gravel projects which will 
qualify for Oil Impact Grant funds.  The projects will be broken down to five 18-28 mile projects.  
Engineering services will be contracted and those services will also qualify for Oil Impact Grant 
Fund reimbursement.  A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
proposed projects and request bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 



 Following review, a motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve 
the following fee schedule for approach, utility crossing, cattle guard and temporary 
encroachment applications effective July 1, 2011:  Approach Applications:  Single Family 
Residential $50, Multi Family Residential $100, Commercial/Industrial $200, Non-approved 
approach $1,000.  Utility Crossing Applications:  Section Line Crossing $5, Buried Cable-Bored 
$25.00, Buried Cabel-Open Cut $1,500, Pipeline <8” Bored $100, Pipeline <8” Open Cut $1500, 
Pipeline >8” Bored Only $200.  Cattle Guard Applications:  Mainline $50.00, Approach $25.00.  
Temporary Encroachment Applications:  Crossing through existing culvert ONLY $100, Bore 
pipeline under roadway $100.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve Greer seek plans and 
design for a new shop at Cartwright.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Information meetings on land use planning and zoning will be held in Watford City at 
City Hall on June 22, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. CT and in Cartwright at the Community Hall on June 27, 
2011 at 7:00 p.m. CT. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the proposal from 
DAWA for update and redesign of the county’s website at a cost of $17,100 and development 
of a web based permit application process of $9,880, totaling $26,980.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The Board recessed at 5:45 p.m. until June 10, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. for the Department of 
Transportation/Oil Industry/County joint road maintenance planning meeting which will be 
held at the Watford City High School Media Center. 
 
 

June 10, 2011 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
Watford City High School Media Center, Watford City, North Dakota at 10:00 a.m. to attend a 
meeting between the ND Department of Transportation, Oil Industry and Oil and Gas Counties 
to discuss the potential for private/public partnerships for county road maintenance.  Members 
present were Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten.  Also present were Engineer Mike Greer, Steve 
Jorgenson and Auditor Svihovec. 
 
 Each county will appoint a representative to serve on a committee to formulate a model 
which would provide a legal method for the oil industry to assist counties with road 
maintenance.  The effort will be coordinated by the ND Association of Oil and Gas Producing 
Counties. 
 
 The Board recessed at 12:00 noon until June 20, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
June 20, 2011 

 
  The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the 
courthouse at Watford City, North Dakota on June 20, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  Commissioners 
present:  Chinn, Anderson, Cayko, Patten and Lawlar.  Also present was Auditor Svihovec. 
 
 Sheriff Ron Rankin met with the Board to discuss staffing issues and highway patrol 
services.  Rankin also discussed use of state radio dispatching in the event we cannot cover 
dispatch shifts.  Patten suggested that we look into contracting a portion of the dispatching 
services with state radio during the next budget process.  The Board also recommended that 
Deputy Matt Johansen be devoted performing truck regulatory duties in an attempt to lessen 
the damage on the roads caused by overweight trucks. 
 
 Clerk of Court Lanae Roos discussed the need for additional staff and office space due to 
increase in workload. 
 



 The Board agreed to proceed with the recommended position classification and salary 
ranges for use on 2012 department budgets.  Department heads will bring suggested changes 
to their prospective budget hearings. 
 
 Kirk Wold and Nevin Dahl presented the Board with covenants, plats, and house plans 
for the proposed Countryside Estates subdivision.  The Board tabled a decision to determine 
the correct procedure for application and approval of subdivisions within the county. 
 
 Randy Baker and Joe Marques, representing Capital Lodging, presented a proposal for a 
housing project on the north side of Arnegard which would include subsidized housing for 
public and hospital employees.  Housing will consist mostly of manufactured homes and would 
include a recreation dome and kitchen facilities.  The first phase of the project would be to 
provide temporary oilfield worker housing.  Baker and Marques requested the Board consider a 
subsidy for the public employee/hospital phase of the project.  The Board tabled discussion as 
the project is still in a planning and development status. 
 
 Engineer Mike Greer updated the Board on various road projects and discussed offering 
the engineer assistant position to Doug Bolken on an intermittent part time basis.  This being a 
new employee classification, the Board decided that the position will be offered with 50% of a 
single health insurance premium paid as a benefit. 
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve a proposal from 
Wenck & Associates Engineering to conduct a landfill feasibility study which will be completed 
by September 1, 2011 at an estimated cost of no more than $32,000.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Approach permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike Greer.  A 
motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the presented permits as 
follows:  Approach Permits – Bear Paw Energy, Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Continental 
Resources Inc., DRD Saltwater Disposal LLC, McKenzie Electric, Glen Myers.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute a Quit Claim Deed 
to Todd, Scott and Douglas Bolken for a tract of land in E1/2 of Section 19, Township 150 North, 
Range 98 West.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board discussed the zoning and land use planning information meeting tentative 
agenda.  Copies of the Century Code pertaining to county zoning will be made available for the 
meetings.  Public comments will be limited to 3 minutes. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to appoint Nancy Rolfsrud to 
the County Human Services Board for a 3 year term ending June 30, 2014.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 2:00 p.m. until June 22, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. for the Land Use 

Planning and Zoning Information Meeting to be held in Watford City at City Hall. 
 

 
June 22 & 27, 2011 

County Zoning and Land Use Planning Information Meetings 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at Watford 
City Hall, Watford City, North Dakota at 7:00 p.m. on June 22, 2011.  The purpose of the 
meeting was to obtain an understanding of what direction county residents want the 
commissioners to take in regards to land use planning and zoning in McKenzie County.  
Commissioners present were:  Chairman Chinn, Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten.  Chairman 
Chinn provided an introduction and Commissioners Patten, Anderson and Cayko discussed 
concerns they have heard from area residents due to the rapid growth the area is experiencing.  
Comments were taken from those in attendance both in favor and opposed to county zoning.  



Many in attendance expressed support for land use planning as a means of protecting the value 
and safety of their property. 
 
 The meeting was recessed until June 27, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. for the Land Use Planning 
and Zoning Information Meeting which was held at the Cartwright Community Hall, Cartwright, 
North Dakota where the same format was followed and comments were taken from those in 
attendance.  Commissioners present were:  Chairman Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten.  Several 
in attendance at the Cartwright meeting were opposed to county zoning and expressed concern 
about the restrictions zoning would place on their rights as property owners.  The Board 
explained that the topic will be discussed at their next regular meeting and that the next step 
would be to hold additional meetings with expertise provided to answer more in depth 
questions should they decided to explore the concept further. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:34 p.m. until July 6, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
   

 
  
______________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec      Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 6, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on July 6, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM. 
 
 Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending June 30, 2011.  Moved 
by Chinn and seconded by Anderson to approve the treasurer’s report, the bills as presented, 
and the minutes with the following amendment from the June 22 Zoning and Land Use Planning 
Information meeting held in Watford City, paragraph 1:  change the word “community” to 
“county” residents.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn presented correspondence he has had with Dennis Roller from the 
State Auditor’s office regarding wells in McKenzie County which the county owns royalties 
under and have not been paid on.  Chinn will send letters once a well is completed notifying the 
oil companies that the County is entitled to compensation for royalties per the division order 
for the well.  Mr. Roller reported that several royalty adjustments are made on producing wells 
in the first three or four years and that these 4 wells were not on their system yet for that 
reason. 
 
 Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 
Greer.  A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the presented permits 
as follows:  Approach Permits – Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Continental Resources Inc., 
Denbury Onshore LLC, Madison Disposal 2-1, Newfield Production Co,  Reyburn Johnston, WL 
Neu Construction, XTO Energy Inc., Jim Sanvel.  Utility Permits –  Reservation Telephone Coop. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the appraisal value 
of $604/acre on state right of way per the Tax Director’s appraisal on NW1/4NW1/4 Section 36, 
Township 152 North, Range 99 West, 40 acres, total value = $24,160.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson that the 1% increase in the 
employee’s share of NDPERS fund for 2012 be left with the employee.  The total percentages 
for 2012 will be 5% for employees and 6.26% for the county, which includes a 1% employer 
share increase as well. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson reported on roads in the county that would be eligible for FEMA funds.  
Samuelson also presented funding coming back to McKenzie County in VA benefits from service 
connected compensation and the cost of V.A. care in the county. 
 
 Tammy Evanson and John Fulwider reported on overweight trucks and other law 
enforcement issues in the sheriff’s department.  Fulwider also reported that two deputies had 
volunteered to assist the Ward County Sheriff Department with increased workload due to the 
flood. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder updated the Board on the progress of various water 
projects and the status of the Western Area Water Supply Board.  Wirtz also reported that 
Kristy Roles had been hired as the department secretary and would begin work July 1, 2011. 
 
 Don Sivertson and Faye Jorgenson requested that the Board consider lowering the 
speed limit to 35mph from Hwy 1806/Route 12 to Hwy 23 for all vehicles to help with safety 
issues and maintain the road which has recently been treated for dust control.  All access points 
would need to be signed. 



 
 Kirk Wold and Nevin Dahl discussed their application for approval of Countryside Estates 
Subdivision.  The Board expressed their concern for future road maintenance that will be 
required for the subdivision.  The covenants of the subdivision stipulate that the HOA is 
responsible for the care and maintenance of the roads.  A motion was made by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to schedule a hearing on the proposed subdivision for August 2, 2011 at 
11:00 a.m.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 John and Perry Detton, Detton Construction, presented information about pipestone 
basalt, a road aggregate product.  Engineer Greer recommended the product be used on ¼ mile 
of Route 12 as a test area. 
 
 The Board recessed at 12:07 p.m., reconvening at 1:05 p.m.  Present for this portion of 
the meeting were Engineer Mike Greer and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser.  A motion was 
made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid from Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Curly Haugland discussed his concerns about the safety and condition of the Long X 
Road and requested maintenance and dust control treatment.   
 
 Bids for five gravel projects were opened with the following bids submitted: 
   
Project 1:  21.90 miles, Park Construction Co., Hampton, MN – Bid = $2,881,779.51 
 
Project 2: 18.30 miles, Park Construction Co., Hampton, MN - Bid = $1,745,902.21 
  Sundre Sand & Gravel, Minot, ND - Bid = $1,818,030.00 
  Knife River Corp, Williston, ND - Bid = $2,913,828.00 
 
Project 3: 23.23 miles, Park Construction Co., Hampton, MN - Bid = $2,103,066.91 
  Sundre Sand & Gravel, Minot, ND – Bid = $2,296,157.00 
  Knife River Corp, Williston, ND – Bid = $2,604,326.00 
 
Project 4: 30.6 miles, Park Construction Co., Hamtpon, MN – Bid = $3,859,870.84 
 
Project 5: 28.54 miles, Park Construction Co., Hampton, MN – Bid = $3,633,773.89 
 
Discussion was tabled until Koeser and Greer can review the bids and report back to the 
commission before the end of the meeting. 
 
 Kent Pedersen requested that grain haulers be allowed to haul a weight of 80,000 lbs. 
GVW rather than the 6 tons/axle restriction currently in place on Route 27.  Pedersen also 
requested a no passing zone sign be placed on top of the hill near his home along with double 
striping the road.  The Board will take Pedersen’s request for signage and striping under 
consideration.  The restrictions will not be lifted for grain hauling. 
 
 Following discussion the Board recommended a 3.6% cost of living allowance be used on 
salaries for the 2012 department budgets. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the annual contract 
with NRG Technology Services for July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012 at a rate of $4730.00 per month.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Koeser and Greer discussed various road issues and requests for maintenance on roads 
in the county.  Greer reported on contracted trucking and road maintenance and the 
verification process used to make sure the work was done properly.  Engineering will be 
contracted to assist with culvert repair on Long X Road off Hwy 85.  Bechtold Paving will be 
contracted as needed for pavement patching.  Following a request by Greer, a motion was 
made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve raising the road and bridge credit card 
limit to $10,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the lease agreement 
with McKenzie County Housing Authority as presented by States Attorney Dennis Johnson.  The 



lease will be reviewed again in December.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
  Per the agenda, the regular commission meeting business was tabled and the McKenzie 
County Road Task Force meeting began at 4:00 p.m.  Present for this portion of the meeting 
were task force members including representatives from Conoco Philips, Missouri Basin Well 
Service, Brigham Oil & Gas, Power Fuels.  Patten updated the group on the purpose of the 
meeting with the core topic being discussion on the best way to establish a working partnership 
between the county and the oil industry.  Greer updated the group on the five gravel projects 
that were bid today, approximately 130 miles total, with bids coming in at three times the 
engineer’s estimate. 
  
 Various ideas were discussed as to how assisted funding could happen.  The industry 
representatives suggested that the oil company operators be invited to attend a meeting in the 
future to discuss potential funding and maintenance on county roads.  The Task Force Group 
meeting ended at 5:15 p.m.  A meeting with the operators will be scheduled for the week of 
July 18. 
 
 Following review by Greer and Koeser of the gravel project bids, a motion was made by 
Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept the Park Construction bids on Projects 2, 3, 4 and 5 to 
be completed as per the bid schedule, and to reject the only bid on Project 1.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the Detton 
Construction proposal for 4 loads of pipestone basalt aggregate as a test project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the raffle permit 
application from the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to execute the Division Order 
from Whiting Oil & Gas Corporation on USA 24-4 in SESW 4-149-104, following Chinn’s 
verification of the acreage.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Auditor Svihovec requested the Board approve the Game and Fish commissions be paid 
to the county and not to herself personally since office staff were being used to assist with 
those responsibilities.  A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve 
Svihovec’s request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Cayko that the county will participate in 
the Nationwide Retirement Solutions 457b Plan for qualifying employees.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Dale Patten and Ron Anderson to the County Road Task 
Force with Chinn filling in for either member if they are unable to attend. 
 
 The Board discussed the Zoning and Land Use Planning public information meetings held 
in Watford City and Cartwright and their perspectives of how the meetings went.  Following 
discussion on the issue, it was determined that the majority of the Board felt that there was not 
sufficient interest in the county to move forward on the issue. 
 
 The meeting was recessed at 6:30 p.m. until the meeting with oil company operators on 
July 19, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

July 19, 2011 
 
 Chairman Chinn reconvened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. on July 19, 2011.  Present were 
commissioners Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten, and Auditor Svihovec.  Absent:  Anderson.   
 



 Tax Director Deidre Berquist and Barb Bauman updated the Board on projects, work 
load, and staffing in their department.  They also discussed the contract with the City of 
Watford City for assessing services.  Bauman updated the Board on the soil survey agriculture 
land value assessment process and reported that we will contract with GIS Workshops for 
assistance with the project which is required by law to be completed by the end of 2012. 
 
 The Board approved the request from Sheriff’s Deputy Matt Johansen to purchase a 
portable credit card scanner/reader for use in truck regulatory along with the necessary phone 
equipment needed to use the reader.  The county will absorb the service fee for truck 
regulatory credit card payments. 
 
 Engineer Greer briefed the Board on the presentation he had prepared for the Road 
Task Force meeting at 2:00 today. 
 

 
McKenzie County Road Task Force Meeting 

 The Road Task Force meeting began at 2:00 p.m. on July 19, 2011.  Present for this 
meeting were commissioners Chinn, Patten, Cayko and Lawlar.  Also present were Auditor 
Svihovec, Engineer Greer and Gene Veeder, along with approximately 18 oil industry 
representatives and 6 call-in participants.  Commissioner Patten opened the meeting with 
introductions and a brief background on the task force meetings to date.  Greer showed a 
power point presentation on current and future McKenzie County road projects and their costs.  
Eleven proposed zones for possible cooperative maintenance were shown with industry 
representatives stating that proposed zones in the northern part of the county along the lake 
will be a high drilling area for the next few years.  Key proposals that resulted from discussion 
were as follows: 
 
-One Stop Shop website/email notification about county road restriction, maintenance, and 
closures 
 -Oil companies contract county to perform dust control requested by private landowners 
 -Oil companies contract county to perform road construction and maintenance on county 
roads in high traffic areas where drilling has occurred or will be taking place 
-High quality route (preferably paved) from Hwy 23 to Hwy 85 along the north end of the 
county to address all of the current and future drilling that will be happening in that part of 
McKenzie County. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:16 p.m. until August 2, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
   

 
  
______________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec      Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
 



OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 2, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 
in Watford City, North Dakota on August 2, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, 
Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 
9:00 AM. 
 
 Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending July 31, 2011.  Grantier 
also presented the Board with an updated Public Domain Royalties distribution report. 
 
 Walt Peterson, District Engineer for Department of Transportation, updated the Board 
on state highway projects in McKenzie County.  Peterson also requested that County Route 6 be 
designated as a detour route for the Highway 23 reconstruction project.  Watering and dust 
control for the detour route will be provided by the state.  The detour is expected to last for up 
to two months and will save a month of construction time.  Hawkeye Township representatives 
expressed concern about heavy traffic on 104th Avenue which is a school bus and mail route.  A 
motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Patten to allow the state to use County Route 6 as 
a detour provided the road is repaired and improved once the detour is no longer needed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz and Gene Veeder, along with Denton Zubke updated the Board on the 
progress of various water projects and the status of the Western Area Water Supply financing 
needs, including temporary funding assistance for administration costs.  Following discussion, a 
motion was made by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve an advance of $172,419.00 to 
the Western Area Water Supply to be repaid in 90 days when the Bank of North Dakota loan 
funds come in.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Zubke also presented the McKenzie County project funding needs and financing issues, 
explaining that the Water Resource District has exceeded their borrowing level.  Zubke 
requested that the Board consider financing up to $8.2 million shortfall in order for the System 
4 project to move forward.  The Board discussed obligating Oil and Gas Production tax as 
revenue guarantee for the loan.  The Board also authorized Auditor Svihovec to sign the 
resolution for filing of the application with the North Dakota Department of Health for a loan 
under the Safe Drinking Water Act, once the level of funding needed is determined.  The loan 
would be repaid by Western Area Water Supply with proceeds from water sales.   
 
 Following discussion, a motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to 
approve Sheriff Ron Rankin’s request for another truck regulatory person, including a second 
set of scales.  All voting aye, motion carried.  A motion was made by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to approve bidding two sheriff’s department vehicles per specifications as 
determined by Sheriff Rankin.   All voting aye, motion carried.  Rankin also reported that the 
Law Enforcement renovation plan was changed to include three additional offices where the 
sally port would have been located. 
 
 Dave and Louise Arnold approached the Board to express concerns they had regarding 
safety, traffic, and pollution resulting from a salt water disposal well which is being constructed 
near their home and business located 2 ½ miles from Watford City.  Arnolds have requested 
that the Industrial Commission require the proposed well site to be relocated.  A motion was 
made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to send a letter to the Industrial Commission objecting 
to the proposed location due to the expanding residential area on the outskirts of Watford City.  
The deadline for submitting comments is August 11, 2011.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The hearing on the adoption of a subdivision plat, Countrywide Estates, was opened at 
11:00 a.m.  Landowners Nevin Dahl and Kirk Wold representing the subdivision were in 
attendance.  No one appeared in opposition to the subdivision plat.  Commissioner Patten felt 



that a set of standards needs to be developed for future subdivisions.  A motion was made by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the subdivision plat with wording on the plat 
stating that no county road services will be provided to the subdivision.  Upon roll call vote, four 
members voted in favor of the motion, with Commissioner Patten opposing.  Motion carried.  
The Subdivision Resolution will be published twice in the paper, August 17 and 24, 2011. 
 
 Following review of the bills presented, a motion was made by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented, the minutes from July 2011 meeting 
and the bills including a bill from Three Way Inc. in the amount of $277,847.13.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn presented the proposed 2012 Upper Missouri District Health Unit as 
follows:  Estimated Balance as of 12/31/11 - $511,739; Estimated 2012 Revenue - $1,821,183; 
Estimated 2012 Expenditures - $1,934,481.  The meeting of the Joint Boards of County 
Commissioners is set for Thursday, September 1, 2011 at 8:30 a.m.  The three commissioners 
that will attend the meeting are Chinn, Cayko and Lawlar. 
 
 A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to appoint the following 
individuals to county boards:  Jay Lewis, District No. 2 – Weed Board; Kristin Bolken – Housing 
Authority Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Approach and utility permits were presented after being reviewed by Engineer Mike 
Greer.  A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the presented permits 
as follows:  Approach Permits – Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Energplus USA, Helis Oil & Gas 
Co, Hess Corporation, McKenzie Electric Coop, Jason Rau, Brigham Oil & Gas, International 
Western Co., Oasis Petroleum, Jared Schaff, Edward Schilke.  Utility Permits – Bear Paw Energy, 
Hess Corp, Hiland Operating LLC, McKenzie Electric, Reservation Telephone, Williston Basin 
Interstate Pipeline, Hurley Enterprises Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve funding the 
geothermal heating system for the Northwest Public Transit bus barn up to $34,200.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with the only one bid 
submitted.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the only bid for all fuels at 
all locations from Rolfson Oil.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 County Engineer Mike Greer and Road Superintendent Mark Koeser were present for 
discussion on various road projects and issues.  The Board agreed to replace culverts following a 
request by Don Maston for assistance with maintenance and repair on 118th Avenue in Twin 
Valley Township.  Konrad Norstog discussed drainage issues on County Road 30.  Joe and 
Joanne Kessel requested improvements to a bus turnaround approach.  Jared Schaff discussed 
potential drainage issues around the road and approach going into the location where he is 
building a new house. 
 
 Following a presentation by Francis Schwindt, working under a grant from the Oil & Gas 
Research Council, a motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve 
participating in a dust control testing project up to $110,000 in combination of in-kind services 
and funding contributions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Road Department Clerk Carol Kieson presented a number of requests and concerns she 
had received including a request from David Rolfson to remove two cattle guards.  The Board 
agreed to provide $12,000 toward fencing in place of the cattle guards upon completion of the 
work.  The Board took no action on a request from Ron Broderson to lower speed limits on 
Route 37 for trucks and cars. 
 
 Engineer Mike Greer updated the Board on Task Force meetings with oil company 
operators.  He also presented a proposal from Wenck & Associates for a Road Stabilization 
Investigation at 106th Avenue south of 30th Street in McKenzie County.  A motion was made by 



Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the study by Wenck & Associates at a cost not to 
exceed $26,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Alan Domagala, Hulsing & Associates, along with MBA Construction representatives 
updated the Board on various constructions issues with the storage building.  A remediation 
plan is in place to address the list of items of concern. 
 
 The Board reviewed a division order with Conoco Phillips on 160 acres for the Ole 1-29H 
well located in Section 29, Twp 149N, Range 96W.  No action was taken until Chinn verifies the 
acreage. 
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to execute the division order 
with Ursa Resources Group LLC on the Borseth 15-22 1H well located in Sections 15 & 22, Twp 
148N, Range 99W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the appraisal value of 
$490/acre on state right of way per the Tax Director’s appraisal on S1/2 of Section 16, Township 
151 North, Range 100 West, 320 acres, total value = $156,800.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  
 
 A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve Tri County 
Development Council’s Code of Conduct.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board took no action on a request from KDM Petroleum Management for a curative 
title Quit Claim Deed on minerals for the Lee 34-31NWH well. 
 
 The Watford City Tax Assessing agreement was discussed along with the jail agreement 
and the city’s allocation of public domain royalties.  No action was taken until after Chairman 
Chinn meets with Mayor Brent Sanford about these issues. 
 
 The Board reviewed Cherri Rolla’s request to transport her children in the county 
vehicle.  The Board highly discourages the transportation of children in county vehicles other 
than exceptions for those employees who are on call. 
 
 The Preliminary Budget Hearing was set for September 20, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 6:15 p.m. until the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway Annual 
Meeting to be held at Outlaws on August 30, 2011 at 3:00 p.m.  Commissioners attending the 
TR Expressway meeting were Chinn, Anderson and Patten, along with Auditor Svihovec and 
Engineer Greer.  No Board action was taken at this meeting. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. until September 2, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
   

 
  
______________________________   ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec      Roger Chinn 
County Auditor     Board Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 2, 2011 

  
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse 

in Watford City, North Dakota on September 2, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, 
Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Dana Wold.  Chairman 
Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting and bills were reviewed.  The bills related to the 
storage building project were reviewed with Jaret Wirtz.  Treasurer Grantier presented the 
Treasurer’s report for the period ending August 31, 2011.  Grantier also addressed a concern 
with security issues in the Courthouse and possible solutions.   A correction was made to the 
August 2, 2011 minutes referring to David Rolfson’s request for fencing; cattleguards will be 
replaced by fencing instead of culverts.  A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the Treasurer’s report, minutes of the August meeting as corrected and 
bills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Dick Fischer requested an additional full time employee to assist with custodian duties 

in the courthouse and new storage building.  Fischer is to advertise for the position. 
 
Commissioner Chinn reported that a letter had been sent to Conoco Philips regarding 

McKenzie County’s royalty interest in the Ole 1-29H well located in Section 29, T149N R96W.  
Chinn also presented a report prepared by Steven Jorgenson showing all wells that McKenzie 
County has a royalty interest in and those that the county has not been receiving royalty 
payments for.  Chinn and Jorgenson will pursue payment on those wells by sending letters to 
the companies. 

 
Sheriff Ron Rankin reported on the Law Enforcement Center renovation project and 

changes. The board discussed jail services, night time dispatching and related costs.  Rankin 
discussed the procedure and time frame for transporting prisoners and the cost involved.  
Rankin discussed the continued issue for housing which affects recruitment and retention of 
employees.  The Board discussed the option of providing housing for county employees.  Gene 
Veeder will look into the possibility of near future housing for county employees and work with 
Rankin on the issue.   

Jaret Wirtz & Gene Veeder updated the Commission on the ongoing water projects.  The 
Board approved Wirtz’s request to purchase a copy/scan/fax machine for the office in the 
storage building. 

Keith Winter, Co-Chairman of the Friends of the National Grasslands reported on the 
Billings Co, et al., vs. Johanns case.  A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to 
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instruct the attorneys to move forward with the Quiet Title in Section Lines and Selected Roads.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

LeRoy DeFoe, Mike Dollinger & Mike Greer reported on current intake and volume 
concerns at the Landfill. Commissioner Patten requested a paper be prepared outlining the 
issues including discussion on raising the current rates. 

The Board recessed at 11:40 am, reconvening at 12:40. 

Rodney Ambrosie and Kevin Magstadt, Wenck Associates, Inc. presented a feasibility 
study they prepared addressing use and needs of the Landfill. 

Fuel bids were opened per notice with only one bid submitted. Moved by Lawlar                            
and seconded by Cayko to accept the bid of Rolfson Oil Company for all fuels at all locations. All 
voting aye, motion carried 

 
Mike Brown, Premier Bulk Management Systems, inquired about changing the name on 

a street in the Killer B Subdivision.  Recorder Ann Johnsrud referred him to the ND Century code 
section that states that a certificate of correction from the original surveyor can be recorded to 
correct the street name. 

Mike Greer and Mike Dollinger with the Road Department requested a future meeting 
with the Commission to discuss dust control and possible contract labor/maintenance 
employees.  Further discussion was held on David Rolfson’s request for fencing.  A motion was 
made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to allow $1.90/foot for fencing the 7,800 feet and 
the county retain the cattle guards upon completion of the project.  Voting aye:  Patten, Chinn, 
Anderson and Cayko; voting nay: Lawlar.  Motion carried. 

The Board gave the Engineer’s office approval to charge $200.00 for right-of-way 
applications on State School Land and also authorized waiving the credit card processing fee for 
credit card payments on approach and utility permit applications along with the processing fee 
for overload fees charged from the engineer’s office. 

Greer requested that the county pursue having Hupp Street in Cartwright vacated for 
use on the west side of the new county shop.  Cayko will visit with the Sioux Township board to 
see if they would be willing to vacate the street.  

Greer will investigate the possibility of the county using aggregate from the Franz 
Construction quarry.  

 Greer reported on repairs to Route 2 and Canyon Road.  The culvert in Route 2 is to be 
reset and Greer is working with FEMA on repairs to Canyon Road.  A letter will be written to the 
Forest Service informing them of the repairs that will be done. 

Patten reported that the Supreme Court oral arguments for McKenzie County vs 
Reichman lawsuit will be held on October 11, 2011 at 1:30 p.m. 
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Patten identified several issues to be discussed with the ND Governor’s office including:  
1) Status of Task Force Group; 2) Impact on County Roads due to state Highway construction; 3) 
Steps needed to begin a bypass for Watford City;  4) Landfill issues and pressures from the 
state; 5) Highway Patrolmen needed in northwestern ND 

A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to execute a lease containing 
20.25 acres with Newfield Oil and Gas located in Section 2 T149N R98W.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

The mineral ownership of the water building behind the courthouse needs to be 
researched and documentation provided to State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson for verification to 
Newfield Oil and Gas. 

State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson presented a letter regarding damage to a vehicle which 
occurred on Highway 1806 and follow up letter to DOT.  He also discussed the shortage of 
dispatchers and use of the jail with the Commissioners.  

Chinn reported that he had visited with Mayor Sanford about the City Assessing contract 
of $36,000 per year and not renewing the city jail agreement.  Mayor Sanford was agreeable to 
the proposed changes.  He also discussed the current formula for distributing public domain 
royalties and proposed an amendment to the current distribution formula.   A motion was 
made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to cap the cities at $250,000/calendar year and 
schools at $400,000/calendar year with overages staying with the county.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve approach permits to 
Burlington Resources Inc.,  Continental Resources, Dale Engebretson, Franz Construction, Helis 
Oil & Gas Con, ND-1 Holdings LLC, Jam Sawvel, Trent Rahn, First Mellenium Construction, Glen 
Myers, Bringham Oil & Gas LP, Newfield Production Co., Leonard Schoening, Missouri Basin, 
XTO Energy and to approve utility permits to Bakken Link Pipeline LLC, Bear Paw Energy, 
Bringham Oil & Gas, Buckhorn Energy, McKenzie Electric, Reservation Telephone, Zenergy Inc., 
Keith Winter and encroachment permits to Microseismic Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 A division order with Conoco Phillips for the Abercrombie 44-12H well was presented.  
The Board would like State’s Attorney Johnson to review the division order and make 
recommendation. 

A motion was made by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko  to execute an oil and gas lease 
with KDM Petro Mgmt for the Lee 34-31NWH well located on Lots 1&2, Section 30 T150N 
R98W amounting to .32 acres.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve abatement 
application from Robert & Cindy Pfeifer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve a right-of-way 
easement from the State Land Department in Section 36 T152N R99W.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
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A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to participate in the Western 
North Dakota Regional Sustainability Consortium for the 2011 HUD Sustainable Communities 
Regional Planning Grant.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

  A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to add a new employee 
classification category to the county Personnel Policy which will read – Intermittent Part Time:  
Employees who are not in a temporary or introductory status and who are not regularly 
scheduled to work a set number of hours per week.  While they do receive all legally mandated 
benefits (such as workers compensation and social security benefits), they are ineligible for 
vacation, sick leave and longevity.  Intermittent employees are eligible to receive 50% of a 
single health insurance policy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Bruce Gunderson requested to have his landfill fees be waived for removing his old 
house at 405 3rd Ave NW in Watford City.  Fees will be waived if Svihovec can verify that the 
home to be demolished is located within the renaissance zone. 

The Board denied approving the copy machine lease for the extension office and 
encouraged them to purchase a machine instead. 

The Board decided not to pursue an after-hours technology agreement with NRG 
Technology Services. 

The Board discussed revisiting county zoning and pursuing additional informational 
meetings.  Potential meeting sites would be Keene, Watford City, Grassy Butte, and Cartwright. 

The meeting recessed at 5:15 pm until September 22, 2011 at 9:00 AM CST for the 
Preliminary Budget Hearing.  The formal public hearing was set for 6:00 p.m. on September 22, 
2011. 

 
September 22, 2011 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on September 22, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  Present:  Commissioners 
Chinn, Anderson, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  
Commissioner Cayko was absent.  The departmental requests for budget year 2012 were 
reviewed and approved as the preliminary budget.   Department Heads meeting with the Board 
to review their budgets were:  County Agent Thorne, Treasurer Grantier, States Attorney 
Johnson, Recorder Johnsrud, Superintendent Kieson, Tax Director Berquist, GIS Coordinator 
Jorgenson, Custodian Fischer, Sheriff Rankin, E-911 Coordinator Clock, Engineer Greer, Weed 
Control Officer Rolla and board members, Social Services Director Fast, JDA Director Veeder, 
Water Resource District Manager Wirtz and board members, Librarian Murie, Landfill Director 
DeFoe, and Ambulance Board member Jim Johnsrud.   
 
A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the following resolution: 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING JOINT POWERS AGREEMENT 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota (the “County”), is a legally constituted public 
body corporate and politic of the State of North Dakota duly formed and organized under the 
provision of the North Dakota Century Code (the “NDCC”) Title 11; and 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Water Resource District (the “District”) was established 
by order of the North Dakota State Water Commission on March 29, 1974, and is a political 
subdivision of the State of North Dakota, organized and operating pursuant to NDCC Chapter 
61-16.1; and 
 WHEREAS, the County, though its board of county commissioners (the “Board”), 
determines that it is in the best interests of the County to enter into a joint powers agreement 
with the District for the purpose of supporting the District’s application for a $8,200,000 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan (the “SRF Loan”) 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the governing body of the County as follows: 
 Section 1.  Authorization of Joint Powers Agreement.  The Joint Powers Agreement 
pursuant to NDCC Chapter 54-40.3 between the County and the District attached hereto as 
Attachment 1,  is hereby approved and all the terms and provisions therein are incorporated 
herein as though fully set out herein.  Specifically, the County acknowledges the expected dept 
service requirements on the SRF Loan as set forth in the preliminary amortization schedule 
attached hereto as Attachment 2.    The Chairman and the County Auditor are authorized and 
directed to execute the Joint Powers Agreement in substantially the form attached hereto and 
with such changes as the Chairman and County Auditor, upon the advice of the States Attorney, 
shall approve. 
Following discussion a roll call vote was taken with Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar & Patten voting 
aye; motion carried. 

The formal public budget hearing was held at 6:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Room with one 
person from the public attending. 
 
The meeting was recessed at 6:30 p.m. until Thursday, September 29, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

2012 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

  

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 2010 Actual 
2011  

Appropriation 2012 Request 
County Board 152,970.38 184,717.00 174,537.00 
Clerk of District Court 182,510.13 220,266.00 275,341.00 
County Auditor 258,103.65 283,954.00 369,255.00 
County Treasurer 186,759.77 213,115.00 259,085.00 
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State's Attorney 112,111.56 163,381.00 165,703.00 
County Recorder 288,953.07 345,045.00 358,165.00 
County Superintendent 61,035.91 69,647.00 81,272.00 
Tax Director 91,175.10 87,429.00 148,348.00 
Technology Services 69,145.71 0.00 0.00 
GIS Department 50,389.69 86,577.00 90,043.00 
Custodian 110,676.06 119,764.00 172,445.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 74,668.59 78,400.00 171,000.00 
Building Fund 1,429,963.36 1,500,000.00 1,250,000.00 
Elections 36,811.40 3,700.00 48,750.00 
Landfill 319,664.63 119,390.00 697,043.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 17,482.02 18,000.00 25,000.00 
WSI Medical Expense 350.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 3,413.53 2,500.00 6,000.00 
Audit Fees 15,225.00 17,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 4,737.93 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 17,680.60 23,000.00 25,000.00 
Telephone Service 3,337.42 5,000.00 0.00 
Telephone Syst & Maint. 2,003.67 3,000.00 4,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 13,571.27 14,000.00 15,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 18,711.95 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Postage 19,784.60 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,977.32 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 18,762.76 12,000.00 18,000.00 
Computer Expense 106,466.23 154,000.00 150,000.00 
Miscellaneous 49,426.40 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Special Projects 1,323,451.11 1,750,000.00 1,500,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 33,439.56 10,000.00 60,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 3,000.00 3,500.00 4,000.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 20,000.00 40,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 3,500.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 5,000.00 25,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 12,000.00 13,000.00 13,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 

25,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 

Tri-County Economic 
Development 

11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 

Tourism & Recreation 53,081.69 58,063.00 63,553.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $5,218,842.07 $5,734,448.00 $6,380,540.00 

    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 797,435.05 920,836.00 1,414,491.00 
County Jail 421,315.96 461,918.00 500,174.00 
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County Coroner 12,988.19 12,500.00 14,420.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 36,977.35 40,371.00 40,861.00 
Homeland Security 1,920.99 0.00 0.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 4,697.93 5,126.00 5,343.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 70,000.00 98,000.00 116,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $1,349,335.47 $1,542,751.00 $2,095,289.00 

    
SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $6,568,177.54 $7,277,199.00 $8,475,829.00 

    
 
TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS 

   

Road & Bridge $0.00 $4,500,000.00 $8,000,000.00 
County Agent $87,000.00 100,000.00 100,000.00 
County Weed Control $25,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Job Development Authority $90,000.00 77,000.00 95,000.00 
Veterans Service $12,000.00 34,000.00 7,500.00 
Water Resource District $94,000.00 168,000.00 218,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $308,000.00 $4,939,000.00 $8,480,500.00 

    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $6,876,177.54 $12,216,199.00 $16,956,329.00 
 
 
SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 

   

Unorganized District Roads 550,000.00 450,000.00 450,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 9,186,419.05 9,862,828.00 40,585,929.00 
County Human Services 725,337.37 815,940.00 995,639.00 
Veteran's Services 30,817.01 35,006.00 35,696.00 
County Agent 106,149.10 113,403.00 125,307.00 
County Park 31,065.05 25,650.00 25,645.00 
Public Library 114,733.76 134,490.00 138,249.00 
Social Security 4,079.16 4,815.00 5,155.00 
Water Resource District 165,894.59 204,791.00 267,250.00 
Weed Control 295,401.86 262,500.00 307,925.00 
Job Development Authority 130,048.96 126,184.00 142,926.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 88,038.29 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 29,433.24 27,000.00 27,000.00 
District Health Unit 75,310.01 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,475.05 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $11,541,202.50 $12,220,607.00 $43,264,721.00 

    
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $18,417,380.04 $24,436,806.00 $60,221,050.00 
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September 29, 2011 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the Courthouse 
at Watford City, North Dakota on September 29, 2011 at 9:00 a.m.  Present:  Commissioners 
Chinn, Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  
Department Heads meeting with the Board to review their budgets were:  Clerk of Court Roos, 
Sheriff Rankin and Engineer Greer.   
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to sign a letter with the local fire departments and 
McKenzie County Grazing Association to oppose a proposed prescribed fire by the McKenzie 
Ranger District in Northern McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board agreed to install a culvert on 8th Street NW north of Grassy Butte to address the 
current drainage issue. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to set the funding levels for the self-funded 

Insurance plan at $573.63 for a single policy, $989.07 for the single plus dependent policy and 
$1,461.11 for a family policy, with the county paying 100 % of a single policy and 85% of a single 
plus dependent or family plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the proposed changes to the 
preliminary budget.  Final budget will be reviewed and approved at the October 4, 2011 
meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 PM until Tuesday, October 4, 2011, beginning at 9:00 AM CST. 
 
 
_________________________________   ______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec       Roger Chinn 
Auditor       Board Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 4, 2011 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse in 

Watford City, North Dakota on October 4, 2011.  Present:  Ron Anderson, Roger Chinn, Dale Patten, 
Richard Cayko, Rick Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Anderson and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes, bills and Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Leslie Bieber will be using the Courthouse Interactive Video Network to host Spanish 
Classes which would be open to the public with a limited class size. 
 

A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve a raffle permit to East 
Fairview School District #14.  All voted aye, motion approved. 
 

A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve approach and utility permits 
to AE2S, Banner Transportation, Bear Paw Energy, Burlington Resources, Cha Ching, LLC, Continental 
Resources, Inc., Denbury Onshore, LLC, Allen Engel, Enbridge Pipelines, Hess Corp, Hiland Operating LLC, 
McKenzie Electric, Mid Rivers Telephone Coop, Inc., Newfield Production Co., Gary Nottestad, Oneok 
Rockies Midstream LLC, Lance Powell, Reservation Telephone Coop, David Rolfson, SM Energy Company, 
Saddle Butte Pipeline, David Schillinger Construction, Triangle Petroleum Corporation, and Western 
Pump and Dredge.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Sheriff Rankin joined the meeting and discussed employee salaries and activity in his 
department.  Rankin will have a deputy address unauthorized signs that were added to county signs on 
18th Street.  Rankin has hired three deputies and one truck regulatory individual to be added to his 
department.  Rankin will continue discussion with Mayor Sanford addressing the jail agreement. 
 

A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve to adopt the following 
resolution: 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2012 

 
WHEREAS, this Board did on the 2nd day of September, 2011, adopt a Preliminary Budget for 

January 1 through December 31, 2012 and 
 

WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of this County on the 
14th day of September, 2011 together with a notice of such hearing on the preliminary budget, such 
hearing being held on the 22nd day of September, 2011, 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby adopted as the final 

budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2012, through December 31, 2012, and there is hereby 
appropriated the following amounts of money for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 

 
2012 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 

MCKENZIE COUNTY 
 

 2011 2012 2012 
 APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 184,717.00 174,537.00 170,537.00 
Clerk of District Court 220,266.00 275,341.00 278,985.00 
County Auditor 283,954.00 369,255.00 363,907.00 
County Treasurer 213,115.00 259,085.00 232,185.00 
State's Attorney 163,381.00 165,703.00 165,703.00 
County Recorder 345,045.00 358,165.00 333,847.00 
County Superintendent 69,647.00 81,272.00 79,272.00 
Tax Director 87,429.00 148,348.00 135,273.00 
GIS Department 86,577.00 90,043.00 88,629.00 
Custodian 119,764.00 172,445.00 164,945.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 78,400.00 171,000.00 156,000.00 
Building Fund 1,500,000.00 1,250,000.00 500,000.00 
Elections 3,700.00 48,750.00 48,750.00 
Landfill 119,390.00 697,043.00 295,043.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 18,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 500.00 500.00 
Job Service 2,500.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Audit Fees 17,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 23,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Telephone Service 5,000.00 0.00 0.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 3,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 14,000.00 15,000.00 15,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Postage 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Mailing Machine 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Copier Expense 12,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Computer Expense 154,000.00 150,000.00 150,000.00 
Miscellaneous 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Special Projects 1,750,000.00 1,500,000.00 1,000,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 10,000.00 60,000.00 60,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 3,500.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
Watford City Airport 20,000.00 40,000.00 30,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 5,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 5,000.00 25,000.00 15,000.00 
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Tri-County Economic Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 58,063.00 63,553.00 61,553.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $5,734,448.00 $6,380,540.00 $4,610,629.00 
    

PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 920,836.00 1,414,491.00 1,401,549.00 
County Jail 461,918.00 500,174.00 543,612.00 
County Coroner 12,500.00 14,420.00 14,420.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 40,371.00 40,861.00 40,861.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 5,126.00 5,343.00 5,343.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 98,000.00 116,000.00 116,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $1,542,751.00 $2,095,289.00 $2,125,785.00 
    

SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $7,277,199.00 $8,475,829.00 $6,736,414.00 
    

TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS    
Road & Bridge $4,500,000.00 $8,000,000.00 $7,000,000.00 
County Agent $100,000.00 $100,000.00 100,000.00 
County Weed Control $60,000.00 $60,000.00 70,000.00 
Job Development Authority $77,000.00 $95,000.00 95,000.00 
Veterans Service $34,000.00 $7,500.00 7,500.00 
Water Resource District $168,000.00 $218,000.00 218,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $4,939,000.00 $8,480,500.00 $7,490,500.00 
    

GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $12,216,199.00 $16,956,329.00 $14,226,914.00 
    

SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS    
Unorganized District Roads 450,000.00 450,000.00 450,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 9,862,828.00 40,585,929.00 36,631,200.00 
County Human Services 815,940.00 995,639.00 890,198.00 
Veteran's Services 35,006.00 35,696.00 35,696.00 
County Agent 113,403.00 125,307.00 123,036.00 
County Park 25,650.00 25,645.00 25,645.00 
Public Library 134,490.00 138,249.00 138,249.00 
Social Security 4,815.00 5,155.00 5,155.00 
Water Resource District 204,791.00 267,250.00 261,752.00 
Weed Control 262,500.00 307,925.00 299,995.00 
Job Development Authority 126,184.00 142,926.00 140,926.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 27,000.00 27,000.00 27,000.00 
District Health Unit 70,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $12,220,607.00 $43,264,721.00 $39,186,852.00 
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $24,436,806.00 $60,221,050.00 $53,413,766.00 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Patten to approve to adopt the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2011 

 
WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of October, 2011, set forth in budget form the amounts 

necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every County office, department and 
undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 2012, and indicated thereon the amount of 
taxes necessary to be levied to meet such appropriations, and 
 

WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 14th, 2011, and 
due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 

WHEREAS, such hearing was held in accordance with such notice on the 29th day of September, 
2011, at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota, beginning at 6:00 PM , and 
WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the calendar year 2012 as 
heretofore set forth, 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance therewith there is hereby levied a tax for 
the year 2011 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the purposes set forth in the Final Budget 
in the total amount of $1,212,626.00 to be divided and apportioned to the several County Funds and 
Unorganized District Road funds as follows: 
 

County General Fund $ 0.00 
County Human Services Fund $ 298,097.00 
County Road & Bridge Fund $ 300,211.00 
Special Revenue Funds $ 372,884.00 
Unorganized District Road Fund $ 241,434.00 

 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Vehicle bids for the Sheriff’s Department were opened per notice with one bid submitted by      
S & S Motors as agent for Eide Ford.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to accept the bid for 
three 2012 Ford Expeditions.   All voting aye, motion carried.  Sheriff Rankin would like to purchase a 
Chevy pick-up without trading in the current pick-up; with the hiring of more deputies more vehicles are 
needed. 

 
Jaret Wirtz updated the Commission on the ongoing water projects. 

 
The Commissioners were in favor of the proposal presented by Recorder Johnsrud and 

Treasurer Grantier to have a block of mail boxes placed at the Courthouse for mail delivery 5 days a 
week.  A new telephone system will be installed in the Courthouse after the first of the year and no 
decision was made on updating the wireless accessibility in the courthouse at this time. 

 
Wayne Greenup and Jerry Krieg, Kadrmas Lee & Jackson presented the Commissioners with a 

proposal for a Pipeline Easement across county property located in Section 8 T151N R104W near Dore, 
ND.    The Commissioners were in favor of offering an easement of $10,000.00.  
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The Board recessed at 11:53 AM, reconvening at 1:00 PM. 

 
The February 2012 Commission Meeting will be scheduled for February 1, 2012. 

 
Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko 

and seconded by Patten to accept the bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Mark Koeser and Mike Greer updated the Commission on current activity in the Road 
Department including signs, parking issues at the Zoar Cemetery, township surfacing and confirmation 
that it is the responsibility of cattle owners to maintain their cattle which includes keeping cattleguards 
clean in the winter.  It was agreed to put the new Cartwright County Shop project on hold until the 
funding is available.  The culvert in Route 50 should be installed in the next couple of weeks and the 
repairs on Route 2 should be completed before winter along with the addressing slope and drainage on 
Route 14. 

 
With the complexity of the Landfill Project Commissioners Cayko and Chinn will be the contacts 

and report to the Board regularly. 
 
Following a short break, Lynn Hovde, Kirk Olson and Don Sherlock joined the meeting proposing 

to designate a section of 134th Avenue from Highway #85 north just over ½ mile to the curve on County 
Road 29 (where Ball Diamond Road begins) as County Road 29.  This section of 134th Avenue is now a 
township road.  In exchange the township will assume the control of the section of County Road 29 
(known as Ball Diamond Road) from the curve and southeast just over ½ mile to the main street of 
Arnegard near the elevator.  A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
exchange.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Hovde, Olson and Sherlock also voiced their concern with trucks bypassing Route 27 and taking 
137th Ave to avoid weight restriction on Route 27.  They asked that the Commissioners consider 
adjusting the load capacity on Route 27 to 8 ton.  The Commission needs time to review this request. 
 

A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the right-of-way easement 
in Section 16, T151N R100W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to provide The City of Watford City 
with a contract for a $3,000/month ($36,000/year) Tax Assessment Contract.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to set the minimum sales price for 
county property located in Section 22, T149N R99W at $4,500.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Discussion was held on an appointee to the North Dakota State Fair Association Board.  Several 
names were recommended but no one was appointed at this time. 
 

A motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to execute a division order to 
ConocoPhillips for the Abercrombie 44-12H BPO.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
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A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve two oil and gas leases offered 
by Newfield Production Company with the first lease for 2.424 acres more or less located in Watford 
City, 5th Addition to Original Townsite, Block 2, Lot(s) N1/2 of lot 1 and S ½ of lot 2 and the second lease 
for 10.302 acres more or less located is five tracts within the City of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to retain Tammy Norgard and any 
further people she felt needed to present at possibly four meetings in McKenzie County with the dates 
and times to be determined.  Discussion was held on possible dates and what forum would be followed.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

McKenzie County Road Task Force Meeting 
 

The Road Task Force meeting began at 4:20 p.m. on October 4, 2011.  Present for this meeting 
were commissioners Chinn, Patten, Cayko, Lawlar and Anderson.  Also present were Auditor Svihovec, 
Engineer Greer, Gene Veeder and Deputy Auditor Wold along with Brett Dockter (Brigham Oil & Gas) 
and Mark Johnsrud (Power Fuels).   

 
 At the July 19, 2011 meeting the oil companies were in favor of contracting with the county to 
apply dust control in high impact areas.   The application has occurred on Route 29 and the oil 
companies will be updated via e-mail on the billing process for this project.  It was advised that the 
company safety coordinator be contacted instead of the production foreman as dust control is a safety 
concern and may get addressed in a timelier manner. 
 
 The status of the One Stop Shop website will be looked into.  When this website is up and going 
individuals will be able to be check on county road restrictions, maintenance or closures hopefully 
preventing further damage to the roads like what happened during the wet conditions this spring.   
 

In the future the County may have to ask the oil companies for cooperation with surfacing also. 
 
 Dockter and Johnsrud highlighted on current and future projects their companies are working 
on at this time.  Johnsrud presented building project plans for west of the courthouse. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM until Tuesday, November 1, 2011 beginning at 9:00 AM. 
 

194810 ALEXANDER RURAL FIRE DISTRICT 134.34 
194811 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 3,686.83 
194812 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 631.69 
194813 ARNEGARD RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DIST. 116.43 
194814 ELM TREE TWP. 59.22 
194815 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 63.96 
194816 GRASSY BUTTE FIRE DISTRICT 4.66 
194817 HAWKEYE TWP. 11.97 
194818 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 180.37 
194819 MCKENZIE CO. ATMOSPHERIC RES. 190.70 
194820 MCKENZIE CO. FIRE PROT. DIST. 15.63 
194821 MCKENZIE CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY 18.22 



21 
 

194822 MCKENZIE CO. SD#1 4,371.00 
194823 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 
194824 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR BOARD 56.39 
194825 MCKENZIE SOIL CONS. DIST. 86.96 
194826 ND STATE TREASURER 235.03 
194827 NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL DIST. 371.12 
194828 RIVERVIEW TWP. 185.56 
194829 SIOUX-YELLOWSTONE RURAL FIRE DIST. 8.51 
194830 TRI TWP 141.26 
194831 TWIN VALLEY TWP. 256.44 
194832 UPPER MISSOURI DIST. HEALTH UNIT 183.04 
194833 WATFORD CITY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 20.37 
194834 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 234.59 
194835 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF 100,894.15 
194836 YELLOWSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT #14 507.39 
194837 YELLOWSTONE TWP. 58.77 
194838 ELITE HOMES 20,000.00 
194839 ELITE HOMES 10,000.00 

194840-899 SEPTEMBER 23RD PAYROLL 518,769.90 
194900 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 92,509.45 
194901 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 57.10 
194902 AT&T 167.53 
194903 CENTURY LINK 48.24 
194904 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.67 
194905 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 513.60 
194906 MANDAREE SCHOOL DIST. #36 5,000.00 
194907 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 
194908 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,378.87 
194909 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 4,032.37 
194910 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 5,800.60 
194911 NEMONT 28.50 
194912 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 3,732.41 
194913 U S POSTMASTER 500.00 
194914 VERIZON WIRELESS 2,840.65 
194915 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 678.60 
194916 A & K RENTAL INC. 345.00 
194917 ABEL ENTERPRISES 509.97 
194918 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 14,951.88 
194919 ACOM SOLUTIONS, INC. 1,512.00 
194920 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 2,014.00 
194921 AG COMMUNICATION 69.00 
194922 AL'S METAL WORK, INC. 81.42 
194923 ANDERSON/DONALD R 35.70 
194924 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 132.00 
194925 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 330.80 
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194926 ARNEGARD/STACY 342.98 
194927 B B ELECTRIC SERVICE 1,078.33 
194928 BADLANDS HARDWARE 190.38 
194929 BAKER & TAYLOR 823.38 
194930 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 712.00 
194931 BARKER CO./BOB 143.31 
194932 BARRETT PHARMACY 22.92 
194933 BAUMAN/BARBARA 2,167.20 
194934 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 130.00 
194935 BEICEGEL STATION 75.68 
194936 BERQUIST/DEIDRE 115.50 
194937 BIG BOYS TOYS 715.56 
194938 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE 235.85 
194939 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 460.11 
194940 CASS COUNTY TREASURER 1,407.00 
194941 CAYKO/RICHARD 341.10 
194942 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 45.90 
194943 CENTURY LINK 305.50 
194944 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 3,331.00 
194945 CHERREY'S PROPANE 660.00 
194946 CHINN/ROGER 234.60 
194947 COMFORT INN 449.00 
194948 COMFORT SUITES 138.00 
194949 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,350.00 
194950 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 2.00 
194951 CRIGHTON/DAVID L. 500.00 
194952 D & J CLEANERS AND SUPPLY 175.75 
194953 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 624.54 
194954 DEFOE/LEROY 40.80 
194955 DELL COMM INC. 3,027.12 
194956 DOUG'S AUTO REPAIR 813.17 
194957 EBEL INTEGRATORS 320.00 
194958 EBSCO SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 1,115.28 
194959 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS 1,654.48 
194960 ELLIOT EXCAVATING 1,840.00 
194961 EPIC ENGINEERING 13,850.85 
194962 FARMERS UNION OIL CO. 711.37 
194963 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 1,430.39 
194964 FAST/AMY 447.54 
194965 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 179.93 
194966 FRANZ CONSTRUCTION 54,291.50 
194967 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 2,683.33 
194968 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 9.00 
194969 GAFFANEY'S 455.05 
194970 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 1,137.57 
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194971 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 
194972 GUMDROP BOOKS 509.95 
194973 HARTMAN/RON 500.00 
194974 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 58,875.71 
194975 HEDAHL'S INC. 146.50 
194976 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 711.74 
194977 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 375.96 
194978 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 9,676.24 
194979 HOLTE/KAREN L. 271.68 
194980 HORIZON RESOURCES 458.14 
194981 HULSING & ASSOCIATES 106,293.55 
194982 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 500.00 
194983 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 30.00 
194984 IVERSON/DICK 35.70 
194985 JACK & JILL 346.72 
194986 JACK'S STORE 198.30 
194987 JELLESED/LEIF L. 36.72 
194988 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW 60.00 
194989 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 7,545.73 
194990 JOHNSON/DENNIS L. 2,700.00 
194991 JOHNSRUD/ANN 351.00 
194992 JOHNSTON FARGO CULVERT, INC. 30,805.73 
194993 JOHNSTON/DEBORA 310.70 
194994 KELLY INN BILLINGS 119.00 
194995 KIESON/CAROL 91.80 
194996 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 386.10 
194997 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 2,186.99 
194998 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 1,011.12 
194999 LARSON COMPANIES 89.16 
195000 LERVICK/JEROME 7.65 
195001 LEWIS/JAY 12.24 
195002 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 304.45 
195003 LISKO FUNERAL CHAPEL 3,000.00 
195004 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 413.34 
195005 LUND OIL, INC. 5,715.64 
195006 LYLE SIGNS INC. 3,102.12 
195007 MATHIS/BILL 70.00 
195008 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 1,337.22 
195009 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPI 1,347.24 
195010 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 5,951,500.00 
195011 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 1,812.31 
195012 MEYER/SANDRA F. 20.00 
195013 MIDWEST BUSINESS SYSTEMS 8,143.97 
195014 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 1,624.53 
195015 MINOT DAILY NEWS 218.40 
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195016 MONDAK MOTORSPORTS, INC. 29.99 
195017 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 482.70 
195018 MURIE/JUDY 104.60 
195019 NATIONAL ASSOC. OF COUNTIES 400.00 
195020 ND ASSN. OF ASSESSING OFFICERS 300.00 
195021 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,094.17 
195022 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. 275.00 
195023 ND COUNCIL OF SCHOOL ATTORNEYS 60.00 
195024 ND SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 135.00 
195025 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 40.00 
195026 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 25.00 
195027 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 1,222.80 
195028 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 18,817.80 
195029 NILLES LAW FIRM 7,451.00 
195030 NORDBY/LORI 530.60 
195031 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 2,424.00 
195032 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 16,151.64 
195033 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 443.00 
195034 ONE WAY SERVICE 28,158.75 
195035 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING 27.38 
195036 PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 1,385,466.78 
195037 PARRISH/CALVIN 2,680.00 
195038 PAULSON/KATIE 45.00 
195039 PELTON/JOLYNN 111.72 
195040 PITNEY BOWES 1,693.62 
195041 POSITIVE ID INC. 60.85 
195042 POWERPLAN 6,779.43 
195043 PRAXAIR 313.76 
195044 QUILL CORPORATION 299.99 
195045 RAMKOTA HOTEL 207.00 
195046 RAY O'HERRON CO., INC. 6,500.00 
195047 RDO EQUIPMENT COMPANY 9,205.00 
195048 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 25.00 
195049 REDFORD/LISA C 28.56 
195050 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 600.00 
195051 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 95,917.40 
195052 ROLFSRUD/NANCY 25.50 
195053 RON'S ELECTRIC 1,033.60 
195054 ROUGH RIDER INDUSTRIES 1,912.00 
195055 ROUNDUP/THE 108.00 
195056 S & S MOTORS 311.11 
195057 SAMUELSON/JERRY 684.30 
195058 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS 240.00 
195059 SLEEP INN & SUITES 91.45 
195060 SORENSON TRUCKING INC. 8,760.00 
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195061 SORENSON/DESIREE 826.08 
195062 SOUTH DAKOTA SHERIFF'S ASSN. 75.00 
195063 STEIN'S INC. 323.74 
195064 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. 1,866.86 
195065 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 493.20 
195066 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 1,912.50 
195067 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 71.40 
195068 THORSRUD SUPPLY CO., INC. 66.40 
195069 THREE WAY, INC. 40,815.00 
195070 TJELDE/LEE 32.64 
195071 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 1,957.79 
195072 TRANE U.S. INC. 352.08 
195073 TRUE NORTH STEEL 63,632.14 
195074 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 1,875.00 
195075 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 1,603.80 
195076 UPPER MISSOURI DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT 119.17 
195077 VISA 5,179.40 
195078 VOITURE LOCALE #360 21.00 
195079 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 167.08 
195080 WEHRI/DENISE 1,029.66 
195081 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 24,468.44 
195082 WESTERN TIRE INC. 0.00 
195083 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 238.14 
195084 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 2,400.00 
195085 WILLIAMS CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 612.00 
195086 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 79.45 
195087 WIRTZ/JARET 968.10 
195088 WOLD/DANA 373.50 
195089 XEROX CORPORATION 1,623.50 
195090 XEROX CORPORATION 54.00 
195091 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 345,550.48 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 1, 2011 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse in 
Watford City, North Dakota on November 1, 2011.  Present:  Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Cayko, 
Lawlar, and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Also attending the meeting was Morgan 
Gullickson.   Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:01 AM. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  The Commissioners reviewed the bills 
presented with discussion on two bills from Langhans Funeral Homes, that were not approved by the 
County Coroner.  It was agreed that the County only pays for the original transportation and transfers 
from that destination are not the County’s responsibility.  It was also agreed to include the bill from 
Rolfson Oil that was not included in the original bill presentation.  A motion was made by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes, Treasurer’s report and to pay all bills presented except 
the two bills from Langhans Funeral Homes.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Recorder Johnsrud met with the Board to request consideration of being closed the Friday after 
Thanksgiving.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to close the Courthouse on November 25th.  
Voting aye:  Patten, Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar; voting nay: Chinn; motion carried. 
 

It was agreed to initial a legal description correction on a Right of Way Agreement with Bear 
Paw Energy LLC. which includes acreage in Sections 10, 11, 14 & 23 T148N R99W which had previously 
been approved by the Commission. 
 

A motion was made by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve approach permits to 
Prairie Housing, Zoar Cemetery, Hess Corporation, DRD Saltwater Disposal, LLC, Hamm & Phillips, Oasis 
Petroleum, Hunt Oil Company, GT Investment, and Continental Resources, Inc. and utility permits to 
ONEOK Rockies Midstream LLC, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc., Banner Transportation Company, 
LLC, and Reservation Telephone Cooperative.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded to approve a raffle permit for the Grassy Butte Fireman.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Sheriff Rankin and Deputies Fulwider and Clock briefed the Commission on current activity in 
their Department.   Mayor Sanford and Chief of Police Herfindahl joined the meeting to discuss the 
current jail agreement and dispatch availability.  Extensive discussion was held on the 2012 jail 
agreement.   
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Kym Van Dyke, Love’s Musket Corporation made an offer on the County’s property located in 
Section 8, T151N R104W.  Following extensive negotiations a motion was made by Lawlar and seconded 
by Cayko to accept the $30,000.00 offer and request that a quit claim mineral deed be made back to the 
County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Tax Director Berquist and Assistant Director Lovaas discussed several issues including planning, 
zoning and proposed temporary housing permitting. 
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Rolfson Oil 
Company.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to accept this bid for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Alicia Brenna requested that a flashing light be installed on the signs at the intersection of 
County Road 10 and Highway 23.  The Commission agreed to install stop signs and stop ahead signs at 
the requested intersections. 
 

Tax Director Berquist requested the county consider signing a contract with Vangauard 
Appraisals. Inc. to do a revaluation of property as outlined in their proposal prepared October 28th.  The 
Commission advised Tax Director Berquist to visit with Watford City, Alexander and Arnegard on their 
participation and a County decision can be made at the next board meeting. 
 

Engineer Greer will continue to evaluate roads and bridges to be proposed for the 2012-2013 
County Federal Aid Program. 
 

Greer addressed approach permits, cattleguard cleaning and continued discussion of repairs to 
Russell Hill.  He also requested a meeting for further discussion on dust control. 
 

Howard Trussell, Wenck Associates, Inc. joined the meeting to present several proposals which 
would get the County landfill to State Specifications.  A motion was made by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to accept the following proposals from Wench Associates:  1. Updating Landfill Topographic 
Mapping $10,000.00, 2. Design and Permitting of Leachate Sump $18,728.00, 3. Design of Landfill Scale 
$12,000.00, and 4. Preparation of Industrial Solid Waste Management Plan $20,015.00. All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Discussion was held on the radioactive materials coming into the landfill and 
approaching the Three Affiliated Tribes on their trash coming to the landfill once completed.  The 
County will begin discussion with the State Land Department on purchasing additional land. 
 

Denton Zubke gave an update on Western Area Water Supply Authority (WAWSA) activity.  He 
informed the Commission that the Manager Position has been offered and WAWSA is interested in using 
office space in the county storage building.   
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Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to award $10,000.00 to the Lewis and Clark Museum in 
Alexander to aid with the roof repairs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Lance Powell addressed the Commission on behalf of the City of Alexander and the Alexander 
Fire Department.  Several projects were outlined including a request for funding to improve the City 
Sewer Lagoon System, installing a propane generator for emergency shelter needs and also the 
purchase of a new fire truck.  Anderson moved and Cayko seconded to award $90,000.00 toward 
improving the City Sewer Lagoon System.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

States Attorney Johnson reported on current activity including oil and gas activity, weight 
restrictions and available office space in the courthouse.   

  
Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to approve signing a Division order with Denbury on the 

Koeser 41-15 SWH once it has approval of the States Attorney.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Dennis 
was also requested to look at a division order from Newfield Oil and Gas on the Maml 14-98-11-2-11H. 

 
Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded to approve a scoria agreement with Clinton Dodge.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Patten moved and Anderson seconded to set the rental agreement for the newly purchased 

mobile homes at $350.00 per month and the tenants will be responsible for the $450.00 lot rental and 
the utilities.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The rental agreement should contain a statement that the 
tenant is responsible for rental insurance. 

 
Jaret Wirtz joined the meeting to discuss future responsibilities.   
 
There will be one parcel of land auctioned at the November 15th Tax Sale. 
 
The proposed meetings discussing zoning have not been scheduled due to a recent conflict with 

the invited speaker.  Notice will be made when arrangements are confirmed. 
 
The meeting recessed at 6:03 PM until on November 22, 2011. 
 

November 22 & 23, 2011 
County Zoning and Land Use Planning Information Meetings 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the Keene Dome in 
Keene, ND at 1:00 p.m. on November 22, 2011.  Commissioners present were: Chairman Chinn, 
Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten. Chairman Chinn provided an introduction and Rod Landblom 
and Gene Buresh with Roosevelt-Custer Regional Council of Dickinson presented an outline of the 
zoning process and the effects it could have.  Comments were taken from those in attendance. 



 
29 

 

 
The meeting was recessed until 7:00 p.m. for the Land Use Planning and Zoning Information 

Meeting which was held at the Grassy Butte Community Hall, Grassy Butte, ND where the same 
format was followed and comments were taken from those in attendance. Commissioners present 
were: Chairman Chinn, Cayko, Anderson and Patten.  Comments were taken from those in 
attendance. 

 
The Land Use Planning and Zoning Information Meeting recessed until 7:00 p.m. on 

November 23, 2011 which was held at the McKenzie County Courthouse Meeting Room.  
Commissioners present were:  Chairman Chinn, Cayko, Anderson, Lawlar and Patten.  The same 
format as the Keene and Grassy Butte Meetings was followed. 
 
___________________________________   _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Roger Chinn, Chairman  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 6, 2011 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the Courthouse in 

Watford City, North Dakota on December 6, 2011.  Present:  Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger 
Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Dale Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

The Chairman turned the meeting over to the Auditor for reorganization.  Commissioner Patten 
nominated Commissioner Anderson as Vice Chairman for the coming year.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Anderson.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Commissioner Anderson nominated Commissioner Chinn as Chairman for the coming 
year.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast 
for Chinn.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Chinn assumed the chair. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  A motion was made by Anderson and 
seconded Patten to accept the treasurer’s report, bills and the minutes as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Tax Director Berquist and Assistant Director Lovaas discussed temporary housing and the 
Hillside Court taxes and lease with McKenzie County Housing Authority.  Berquist then presented 
information she had compiled addressing temporary housing and associated fees.  Patten moved and 
Lawlar seconded to charge $1.50 per square foot for the temporary housing permit fee under NDCC 57-
02.4 for 2011.  Discussion was held.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Ron Rankin and Lanae Roos requested the County apply for a Court Facilities Improvement 
Grant to purchase a portable metal detector to be used in the Courthouse.  Anderson moved and Lawlar 
seconded to apply for the grant and purchase the portable metal detector.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Sheriff Rankin updated the Commission on activities in his department.   
 

Jaret Wirtz with Western Area Water Supply Authority (WAWSA) and Gene Veeder gave an 
update on the water systems in McKenzie County and job responsibilities. 
 

Discussion was held on the Hillside Court lease with Kelcee Wold and Kristen Bolken, with the 
Watford City Housing Authority.  Auditor Svihovec will work with Wold on an agreement for the county 
owned mobile homes to be added to the lease agreement with the Housing Authority for management 
purposes.   Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded that a maintenance/administrative individual be hired 
and will be contracted to the Housing Authority contingent upon a lease amount being agreed upon.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded to sign a lease for up to eight lots with Watford City 
Courtyard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The board recessed for lunch. 
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Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded to accept the fuel bid from Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Mark Koeser, Mike Dollinger, Ed Yadon and Mike Greer presented a letter expressing the road 
departments desire to change from the current monthly pay period to a two-week pay period. Discussion 
included time clocks and direct deposit; these issues will be discussed further. 
 

Engineer Greer will continue to evaluate roads and bridges to be proposed for the 2012-2013 
County Federal Aid Program.  It was agreed that Commissioner Anderson and Engineer Greer will work 
together to develop a five year projection plan to be used for presentations addressing the effects the oil 
development has had and will have on our County.   Mike gave an update on Route 10 engineering and 
township expenses.  Following discussion on township road maintenance bills, moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson that the organized townships be charged $200.00 per state certified mile for road 
maintenance.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Mike Dollinger presented the 2011 dust control program report and estimates for next year.  
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded to purchase one motor grader from RDO and a semi- truck from 
Westlie Motors based on last April’s bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to approve approach permits to Burlington Resources Oil 
& Gas, Continental Resources, Inc., Denbury Onshore, LLC, Enerplus USA, Hess Corporations, Saddle 
Butte Pipeline, LLC, Steve Slagle and Pojorlie Ranch and utility permits to McKenzie Electric 
Cooperative, Inc., ONEOK Rockies Midstream LLC, Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC. as presented.  All voted 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Lawlar moved and Patten seconded to execute a division order to Zenergy for the Winfield #1-
23H and to Continental Resources Inc. for the Boxcar Butte Federal 1-26H.  All voted aye, motion carried. 
 

Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to approve an oil and gas lease offered by LoneTree 
Energy in SWSW Section 8 T152N R99W amounting to 20 acres.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Cayko moved and Patten seconded to set voting precincts and to establish the same polling 
locations as in the past.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Cayko moved and Anderson seconded to approve the 2012 Beer & Liquor License Applications 
applied for by Tobacco Gardens, Darlene Garmann, Eagles Club and Long X Saloon.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded to make the following appointments:  Job Development – 
Denton Zubke (12/31/14), Betty Weber (12/31/14), Aaron Pelton (12/31/12); Library  - Caralynn Olson 
(12/31/14), Dorothy Reil (12/31/14); Reorganization Board – James Jacobson (12/31/14), Gene 
Transtrom (12/31/14); and Housing Authority – Steve Meyer (10/28/16) and Dave Unkenholz (10/28/12).  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Lynn Hovde and Steve Holen joined the meeting as discussion on the 2012 Infrastructure Grant 
Fund Applications was held.  Svihovec estimates $3,065,000.00 available for distribution.  Requests 
totaled $1,808,782.34.  After consideration, one request in the amount of $25,000.00 was denied as not 
fitting the criteria set forth by the legislature.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to make the 
following allocations:  Alexander SD#2 - $190,000.00, Mandaree SD #36 - $15,000.00, McKenzie SD #1 - 
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$986,000.00, Arnegard Township - $100,000.00, Blue Buttes Township - $40,000.00, Hawkeye Township 
- $26,000.00, Keene Township - $297,210.00, Sioux Township - $15,000.00, Twin Valley Township - 
$24,572.34, Yellowstone Township - $90,000.00; for a total of $1,783,782.34; with the balance available 
being transferred to County Road and Bridge to offset cost incurred for oil-impacted roads  in unorganized 
townships.  All voting aye, motion carried.  It was agreed that the Engineer’s office will work with 
Township Boards as they prepare bids on road projects. 
 

Vern Stiller presented a payment agreement pursuant to Right-of-Way Agreement between the 
county and ONEOK Rockies Midstream, LLC. located in Section 26 T148N R99W.  Anderson moved and 
Cayko seconded to approve the agreement.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Cayko, Chinn and Lawlar, voting 
nay: Patten.  Motion Carried. 
 

Discussion was held on the mobile home units the county purchased.  The lease with Watford 
City Courtyards was signed with a lot rent of $430.00 per lot.  Discussion will continue with the Housing 
Authority on management of these units. 
 

The meeting recessed until December 19, 2011. 
 

December 19, 2011 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the Courthouse 
in Watford City, North Dakota on December 19, 2011 at 10:00 am.  Commissioners present were 
Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar, and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.   Commissioner Cayko 
was absent. 
 

Recorder Johnsrud and Treasurer Grantier requested the Commission consider closing the 
Courthouse for a partial or full day on Friday, December 23, 2011 for the Christmas holiday.  The 
Commission will address this later in the meeting. 
 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded to approve City of Watford City Jail Agreement for $44,000 
for calendar year 2012.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded to approve utility permits to Oneok Midstream, LLC. and 
approach permits to Continental Resources, Inc., Denbury Onshore, LLC., Dub C Truck Repair, Inc., 
Hexco, LLC., Oasis Petroleum, SM Energy Company, and Smart Lease USA, LLC.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Lawlar moved and Patten seconded to sign a division order to XTO on the Williams 41X-06 
located in Sections 27 & 34 T149N R96W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Engineer Greer, Dan Neprash, Ed Yadon and Mike Dollinger all with the Road Department 
discussed impacts on county roads due to oil and gas development including working with Watford City to 
determine a potential truck reliever/bypass route.  Commissioner Chinn will meet with Greer, Koeser and 
Neprash to look at a proposed road south of Watford City that would relieve traffic on County 27 and 
County 30.  Following discussion on the 2012 Dust Control Program the Board directed Greer to go 
forward with the bid/purchase of a truck and trailer.   Staffing and rates at the landfill were discussed 
along with the cost of construction of a new landfill.  Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to advertise 
for a full time assistant sanitary landfill operator.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Following noon recess, Denton Zubke, Water Resource Board and Gene Veeder joined the 
meeting to discuss employment responsibilities and pay rates for the Water Resource employees. 

 
The meeting recessed from 1:45 until 2:45 allowing Commissioners Anderson and Patten to 

attend a meeting with ND Governor Dalrymple at City Hall. 
 
Crystal Mulder, Kristen Bolken and Steve Meyer all with the McKenzie County Housing Authority 

joined the meeting to discuss management of county owned housing property and employment 
responsibilities.  This discussion will continue at the January meeting. 

 
Engineer Greer presented the commission with a proposal for the county to purchase 

approximately 150,000 yards of 3-4 inch scoria.  It was agreed to pass on this at this time due to the size 
of the material. 

 
Anderson moved and Patten seconded that the county in conjunction with the City of Watford City 

submit the preliminary truck relief route to the DOT for further study.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Anderson moved to approve closing the Courthouse for the full day on December 23rd.  The 
motion died for a lack of a second.  Patten moved and Anderson seconded for the courthouse to close at 
noon on Friday, December 23rd.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Chinn, Patten;  voting nay: Lawlar.  Motion 
carried. 
 

Denton Zubke joined the meeting and discussion continued on the Water Resource District 
employment requests. 
 

The meeting recessed until Wednesday, December 21, 2011 at 3:00 pm CT at the Cartwright Hall 
for the County Zoning and Public Land Use Planning Information Meeting. 

 
 
 
 

December 21, 2011 
County Zoning and Public Land Use Planning Information Meeting 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at the Cartwright Hall in 
Cartwright, ND at 3:00 p.m. on December 21, 2011.  Commissioners present were: Chairman Chinn, 
Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten. Chairman Chinn provided an introduction and Rod Landblom and 
Gene Buresh with Roosevelt-Custer Regional Council of Dickinson presented an outline of the zoning 
process and the effects it could have.  Comments were taken from those in attendance. 
 

The meeting was recessed until 7:00 p.m. for the Land Use Planning and Zoning Information 
Meeting which was held at the Alexander City Hall in Alexander, ND where the same format was followed 
and comments were taken from those in attendance. Commissioners present were: Chairman Chinn, 
Cayko, Anderson, Lawlar and Patten.  Comments were taken from those in attendance.  The meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 pm. 
 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Roger Chinn, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 3, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on January 3, 2012.  Present:  Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Dale Patten, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 AM. 
 

Recorder Johnsrud updated the board on a request for county records from Bill 
Delmore on behalf of DW Scanning.  Johnsrud consulted States Attorney Johnson. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  
  

Representative Drovdal thanked the Commission for their past and future support 
of the 2011 Emergency Appreciation Night.  It is tentatively scheduled for July 2012 at 
this time.  

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to accept the minutes as written, 

the treasurers report, the bills as presented including the Rolfson Oil bill, recognize 
depositories for McKenzie County funds effective January 1, 2012 as First International 
Bank, McKenzie County Bank, and Dakota West Credit Union and to approve the 
following list of cancelled checks which were reissued or turned over to unclaimed 
property 

Warrant  Date 
Or Check #      Payee Issued Amount 
15180 Luella Larsen 09/03/08 $10.00 
15687 Hannon and Associates Inc 11/09/09 $39.00 
15884 ND Guaranty & Title 04/29/10 $12.00 
15977 Richard C Jacobs 07/14/10 $27.00 
16212 Williams County Abstract Co. 12/23/10 $13.00 
16349 Lisa Crowley 04/11/11 $18.00 
16395 Transcontinent Oil 06/07/11 $57.00 
189631 DeeAnn Lemer 05/06/10 $125.00 
190735 NW Narcotics Task Force 08/03/10 $40.00 
191630 Anita Marie Karst 11/04/10 $112.50 
192036 R&L Oil Company 12/07/10 $393.58 
192387 Jerry Samuelson 01/04/11 $64.58 
192899 MBA General Contracting LLC 3/11/11 $43,605.00 
195300 McKenzie Co Healthcare Sys Hosp 11/1/11 $6,155.92 
195341 Michelle Rogness 11/1/11 $1,680.08 

  
The following checks were turned over to Unclaimed Property, November 2011: 
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Warrant  Date 
Or Check #  Payee Issued Amount 

             183923  Michael Larson 08/19/08 $45.00 
184950 Barbara Karrer 12/23/08 $10.00 
15139 Jesus Olivas Mendez 07/03/08 $6,355.00 
 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to appoint a planning commission 
for McKenzie County with instructions to develop a comprehensive plan, zoning 
ordinances and recommend districts for the purposes of planning and zoning.  These 
proposals are to be submitted to the county commission for review and final approval.  
Discussion was held and the Chairman called for a roll call vote.  Anderson – aye, 
Cayko – aye, Lawlar – aye, Patten – aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to ask the tax director to develop a 
proposed budget for 2012, advertise for applications for the position of county planner, 
and develop a list, with the assistance of the county commissioners and any other 
interested parties, of possible appointees to the McKenzie County Planning 
Commission for subsequent review and approval by the county commission. All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Patten has visited with Mayor Sanford who expressed that the City 
Council would fulfill their obligation on the Commission.   
 
 Tax Director Berquist presented a permit fee packet that will be sent out along 
with a letter to owners of temporary housing units. 
 
 Gene Transtrom joined the meeting and voiced his opinion on zoning in 
McKenzie County. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin reported on the status of the courthouse emergency response 
plan and a recent meeting with Engineer Greer, Terry Filler, Mike Anderson, Wayne 
Johnson and Gene Transtrom discussing traffic issues in their area.  Rankin will work 
with Veeder and Svihovec to prepare a grant application for the law enforcement center 
renovation project. 
 
 Gene Veeder updated the board on water projects and timelines.  The position 
with the Water Resource District has been filled. 
 
 Mark Sovig with Liberty Resources, LLC. presented an oil and gas lease for 1.26 
mineral acres owned by the County located in Section 5 T150N R101W.  Patten moved 
and Lawlar seconded to approve the presented lease subject to review by the State’s 
Attorney and a decision is to be rendered at the February meeting.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson seconded by Cayko to affirm the annual salaries set in the 
2012 budget as follows:  Ron Anderson $18,279.00; Shelley Anderson $32,000.00; 
Stacy Arnegard $30,982.00; Deidre Berquist $46,000.00; Brady Beyers $40,200.00; 
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Richard Cayko $18,279.00; Roger Chinn $21,384.00; Lloyd Clock 54,367.00; Leroy 
DeFoe $45,451.00; Jan Dodge $39,046.00; Tammy Evanson $52,000.00; Richard 
Fischer $53,018.00; Rita Fischer 48,045.00; John Fulwider $55,630.00; Cheryl Grantier 
$55,000.00; Mike Greer $73,840.00; Jennifer Hawelu $43,200.00; Clint Hecker 
$50,000.00; Marcia Hellandsaas $22,127.00; Mary Herfindahl $32,000.00; Denae 
Hoffmann $43,150.00; Karen Holte $42,156.00; Matthew Johansen $43,000.00; Dennis 
Johnson $51,282.00; Ann Johnsrud $64,000.00, Vonnie Johnsrud $37,607.00; Debra 
Johnston $47,304.00; Christian Jones $43,000.00; Steven Jorgenson $48,485.00; Carol 
Kieson $43,500.00; Mark Koeser $67,600.00; Korey Lass $40,200.00; Jodee Lawlar 
$37,000.00; Rick Lawlar $18,279.00; Lyle Leiseth $35,200.00; Courtney Lovaas 
$37,300.00; Scott Luhman $41,439.00; Noelle Malesich $30,000.00; Sandy Meyer 
$38,400.00; Debra Moser – Young Bear $50,400.00; Judy Murie $42,000.00; Roderick 
Neer $46,000.00; Dan Neprash $62,900.00; Kim Neprash $40,000.00; Dustin Newman 
$41,439.00; Lori Nordby $14,796.00; Layton Northrop $48,000.00; Dale Patten 
$18,279.00; Katie Paulson $36,000.00; JoLynn Pelton $42,156.00; Robert Perry 
$51,669.00; Ron Rankin $64,018.00; Michelle Rogness $35,232.00; Kristi Roles 
$34,500.00; Cherri Rolla $46,780.00; Lanae Roos $64,000.00; Jerry Samuelson 
$50,803.00; MaLissa Schroeder $39,231.00, Gary Schwartzenberger $40,200.00; Molly 
Shaw $32,000.00; Katie Signalness $30,500.00; Desiree Sorenson $54,000.00; Dori 
Sparby $32,000.00; Linda Svihovec $75,628.00; Calli Thorne $20,850.00; Amanda 
Trumpower $32,000.00; Gene Veeder $75,742.00; Gordon Vosberg $40,200.00; Dana 
Wahus $30,924.00; Denise Wehri $38,553.00; Dana Wold $39,368.00; Ed Yadon 
$63,335.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to accept a bid proposal from 
George W. Keck for tax foreclosure property (IT 553 pt NW1/4NW1/4 Section 22, 
T149N R94W) in the amount of $4,550.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving a division order received from 
Denbury Onshore LLC for the Lee 34-31 NWH located in Sections 30 and 31 T150N 
R98W.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 Lawlar moved and Patten seconded approving approach permits to Continental 
Resources, Inc., Jeremy Hannah, and Oasis Petroleum and utility permits to McKenzie 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. and Oneok Midstream LLC.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
 Steve Meyer with the McKenzie County Housing Authority presented an updated 
lease to be used for future leases for the county owned mobile homes.  As mobile home 
vacancies become available the commissioners will consult with department heads to fill 
the vacancy.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to set the Housing Authority 
lease at $2,000.00 per month for a one year term ending December 31, 2012.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
  
 Recessed for lunch at 11:50 am and reconvened at 12:50 pm. 
 
 Derik Gackle and Doug Gullickson joined the meeting with their proposal for 
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modifying the East Fairview School parking lot to address a current safety issue.  They 
requested the county provide and deliver 244 yards of gravel for the project.  Anderson 
moved and Cayko seconded approving this request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten moved and Lawlar seconded awarding the fuel bid to Rolfson Oil for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mark Koeser and Mike Greer reported on current road and landfill issues.  Gerald 
Miller addressed the commission on several road issues. 
 
 The March 2012 Commission meeting will be held on March 1, 2012. 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 2:22 pm until February 1, 2012. 
 
 
_________________________   ____________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor Roger Chinn, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 1, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on February 1, 2012.  Present:  Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Dale Patten, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.   
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report and the pledge of assets for 
December 31, 2011.  Cayko moved and Anderson seconded to approve the pledge of 
assets, bills, treasurer’s report and minutes.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving approach permits to 1804 
Operating, Brigham Oil & Gas LP, Construction Services, Inc., Continental Resources, 
Inc., Denbury Onshore, LLC, Franz Construction, Inc.,  Hexco, Inc.,  Oasis Petroleum, 
ONEOK Rockies Midstream, Triangle Petroleum Corporation and utility crossing permits 
to Oneok Midstream LLC, Reservation Telephone Cooperative and Enbridge Pipelines 
(ND) LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded approving an oil and gas lease with Liberty 
Resources LLC located in the NW1/4 Section 5 T150N R101W after recommended 
changes by States Attorney Johnson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Sheriff Rankin updated the commission on dispatch staffing, truck regulatory and 
department activities including preparation for an upcoming meeting with the Attorney 
General’s office and the Governor’s office.  Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to 
approve the salary increase to $45,202.00 for Matt Johansen effective February 1, 2012 
due to his recent promotion to Sergeant.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The 
Courthouse Emergency Response plan was reviewed and Rankin will present it to the 
courthouse employees.  Discussion was held on the 911 Coordinators increased work 
load and the possibility of sharing this workload with another department.  Specs for 
four pickups for the Sherriff’s department were reviewed. 
 

Tax Director Berquist reviewed the Vanguard Appraisal software proposal and a 
GIS workshop web system. City Planner Moen joined the meeting.  Patten moved and 
Cayko seconded purchasing the Vanguard software for $46,093.75.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  
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Patten moved and Anderson seconded purchasing a web based GIS system 
from GIS Workshop in the amount of $7,500.00 with input from the offices of the Tax 
Director, Treasurer and Auditor.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Tax Director Berquist presented the 2012 Ag Land Values. 
 

Calli Thorne, County Agent presented the annual Year in Review Newsletter. 
 

Tax Director Berquist and Curt Moen discussed planning and zoning 
comprehensive plan ideas.  Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving the 
following individuals to serve on the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning 
Commission; Deidre Berquist, Dale Patten, Justin Voll, Kris Pacheko, Carol Norgard, 
Paul Wisness, Daryl Flagen, Kris Mrachek.  Discussion was held on the remaining 
member coming from the unrepresented area of the county.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to contract Roosevelt Custer 

Regional Council to assist with development of a comprehensive plan, zoning 
regulations and subdivision regulations.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 

Following noon recess, fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by 
Rolfson Oil Company and Farmers Union Oil Company.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to accept the bid from Farmers Union Oil Company for all fuels 
at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Bids were opened for magnesium chloride per notice with bids submitted by Z & 
S Dust Control Systems and EnviroTech Services Inc.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Patten to accept the Z & S Dust Control Systems bid.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Brenda Pitts and Pete Goth joined the meeting to address traffic concerns in East 
Highland Acres.  The Board recommended adding a third speed bump to help alleviate 
some of the problems. 
 

Mark Koeser and Mike Greer joined the meeting to discuss road department 
issues.  Anderson moved and Cayko seconded bidding three mowers.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

The Commission approved signing a reduced speed limit on 30th Ave NE as 
requested by Ed Evanson. 
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Engineer Greer has been approached by Elmer Nordsven with SM Energy for 

approval to close a section line in Section 14 T149N R96W for a well pad.  The board 
declined the request. 

 
Representatives from Whiting Oil and Gas including Mitch Haugeberg, Blaine 

Hoffmann, Jeff Odom and Barry Nelson along with McKenzie County residents Ray 
Unterseher, Terry Filler, Shane & Wayne Johnson, and Bob Gudmunsen discussed the 
residents concern with increased traffic and excessive speed in their area.  Whiting 
requested approval to go forward with pursuing a route directly off HWY 85 into the area 
where they will be developing additional well locations and are not asking for any 
assistance from the county. Reduced speed limit signs will be placed in this area to try 
to alleviate the speed issue and Whiting will work with landowners on a different route. 

 
Tina Foreman, Paul Deutsch, Eric & Rene Mogen, Deb Foreman, Lanae Roos, 

Ray Unterseher, Dwight and Joy Brew and Pat Olson addressed their concerns with the 
preliminary proposed truck reliever route and David Johnson (AE2E Engineering) gave 
an update on the project status.  Chairman Chinn thanked the residents for their 
comments and explained that the county’s role will be minimal in this process.  
Discussion was held on the county participating with the City in a preliminary design. 

 
States Attorney Johnson updated the board on the Reichman Lawsuit ruling. 

With his current case load Johnson requested budget authority to hire one part time 
staff position.  The board approved funding this position with the understanding this 
individual will not be a county employee.   

 
Cheri Rolla and Tim Cayko on behalf of the McKenzie County Weed Board 

presented a copy of a weed management plan for commercial development areas to be 
considered by the County Planning and Zoning committee.  Discussion was held on 
starting wages and upcoming board positions. 

 
Mike Greer and Mike Dollinger along with Kevin Magstadt and Howard Trussell, 

Wenck Associates, Inc. discussed proposed options for the landfill including usage, 
construction and charges.  Lawlar moved and Patten seconded signing an application 
for a solid waste management facility permit with the ND State Department of Health.  
All in favor, motion carried. 

 
Lawlar moved and Anderson seconded increasing the tipping fees to $15.00 

cubic yard for compacted residential trash and $40.00 cubic yard for commercial 
compacted trash.  All in favor, motion carried. 
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Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded approving a funding request from 

McKenzie County Healthcare Systems in the amount of $100,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded approving a division order from XTO Energy, 

Inc. for the Johnsrud Federal 34X-114 located in Sections 23 and 26 T149N R96W.  All 
in favor, motion carried. 

 
Anderson moved and Patten seconded approving raffle permits for Team Keene 

and the Keene Fire Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded approving Dave and Kay Jarland’s 

abatement application.  All voting aye, motion carried 
 
Lawlar moved and Anderson seconded approving an Oil and Gas Division Order 

from Denbury Onshore LLC for the Wolff 13-24 ENH.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded appointing Steve Holen as the McKenzie 

County representative to the Western ND Regional Sustainability Consortium.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Patten moved and Cayko seconded correcting the Watford City precinct as 

Precinct Number 273911 which includes all of the City of Watford City within its 
corporate limits. The remainder of the precincts are as follows:  Precinct Number 
270401 (Four Bears and Hoffmann), Precinct Number 270402 (Mandaree),  Precinct 
Number 273903 (Yellowstone), Precinct Number  273904 (Sioux), Precinct Number  
273905 (Alexander),  Precinct Number  273906 (Arnegard), Precinct Number  273907 
(Bennie Pierre), Precinct Number  273908 (Rhoades), Precinct Number  273909 (Ideal), 
Precinct Number  273910 (Schafer), Precinct Number  273912 (Blue Buttes).  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  

Chinn read a letter from the McKenzie County Ambulance requesting office 
space.  No action was taken. 

Anderson moved and Patten seconded approving the following resolution: 
RESOLUTION  

TO ADOPT THE NORTH DAKOTA STATE BUILDING CODE 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners recognizes 
the importance of providing the citizens of McKenzie County with nationally 
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recognized standards and requirements for construction and construction 
materials; and 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners desires to 
eliminate restrictive, obsolete, conflicting, and unnecessary construction 
regulations that tend to increase construction costs or restrict the use of new 
materials, products, or methods of construction or provide preferential treatment 
to types of classes of materials or products or methods of construction; and 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners desires to 
ensure adequate construction of buildings throughout the county and to 
adequately protect the health, safety, and welfare of the people in McKenzie 
County; 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners do hereby support the adoption of the North Dakota State 
Building Code as the standard for McKenzie County; and that the erection, 
construction, enlargement, alteration, repair, moving, removal, demolition, 
conversion, occupancy, equipment, uses, height, area and maintenance of 
buildings and structures in McKenzie County shall meet with the provisions of the 
rules and regulations of the North Dakota State Building Code and any further 
updates and amendments to that code. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Commissioners Patten and Anderson along with Tax 
Director Berquist to meet with Mayor Sanford and City Planner Moen to discuss a 
potential city/county joint planning department. 
 
 Cayko moved and Patten seconded adjusting Tax Director Deidre Berquist’s 
salary due to additional work load and increased responsibilities to $52,000.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:55 pm until March 1, 2012 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
_______________________________   __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Roger Chinn, Chairman 
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 553,289.04 JANUARY 27th PAYROLL 

  6,313.76 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
  1,561.78 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 

 193.20 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 
  92.00 APCO INTERNATIONAL 
  290.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
  266.30 ARNEGARD/STACY 

   429.05 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
  579.51 BAKER & TAYLOR 

   187.12 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
 6.99 BARRETT PHARMACY 

  1,855.40 BAUMAN/BARBARA 
   1,110.70 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

  678.24 BERQUIST/DEIDRE 
   243.75 BEYERS/BRADY 
   671.20 BIG BOYS TOYS 
   3,000.00 BISMARCK STATE COLLEGE 

  30.00 BROWN/COREY 
   35.00 BROWN/DEAN K. 
   3,075.00 BULLBERRY SYSTEMS INC. 

  426.28 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
  305.40 CAYKO/RICHARD 

   91.80 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
   2,886.50 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
   954.00 CHERREY'S PROPANE 

  36.72 CHINN/ROGER 
   65.00 COMFORT INN 
   2,288.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 

 2.00 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
  280.50 D & J CLEANERS AND SUPPLY 
  594.62 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
  419.40 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 
  13,490.00 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
  32.64 DEFOE/LEROY 

   425.00 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 
 3,299.53 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS 
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85.00 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
 25.50 ENDERLE/ANDREA 

   1,126.31 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 
 170.44 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 

  287.75 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
  806.08 GAFFANEY'S 

   164.99 GALLS INCORPORATED 
  1,283.25 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 
  27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 

 344.43 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
   1,379.18 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 

 243.03 HEDAHL'S INC. 
   610.16 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 

  280.48 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 
  6,069.94 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
  21.51 HOME OF ECONOMY 
  602.00 HORIZON RESOURCES 
  125.00 HR COLLABORATIVE 

   3,826.81 HULSING & ASSOCIATES 
  944.40 I.W.I. INC. 

   30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
 35.70 IVERSON/DICK 

   295.25 JACK & JILL 
   349.93 JACK'S STORE 
   36.72 JELLESED/LEIF L. 
   7,325.79 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 

  69.30 KELLY INN 
   775.00 KEYZ-AM 

    280.80 KIESON/CAROL 
   150.00 KUMMER'S PUMPING 

  31.67 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 
  1,894.60 LARSON COMPANIES 
  54.00 LASS/KOREY 

   7.65 LERVICK/JEROME 
   24.48 LEWIS/JAY 
   187.68 LOOMER/ELIZABETH 
   93.33 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 
   6,859.77 LUND OIL, INC. 
   540.98 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
   100.00 M.O.C.I.C. 
   85,781.00 MARTIN CONSTRUCTION INC. 

  92.50 MATHIS/BILL 
   70,897.28 MBA GENERAL CONTRACTING LLC 

 806.43 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 
 1,759.15 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 
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2,216.72 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 
10.00 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 

 1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
  10,236.13 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 
  5,508.50 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 

1,833.94 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
   20.00 MURIE/JUDY 
   293.76 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
   130.00 NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSN. 

 2,080.95 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 
  30.00 ND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSN. 

 13,597.00 ND GAME & FISH DEPT. 
  120.00 ND LIBRARY ASSN. (NDLA) 
  35.00 ND SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING ASSN 

 165.00 ND STATE AUDITOR'S OFFICE 
  480.00 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

 250.00 ND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ASSN. 
  65.00 ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL CONFERENCE 

475.00 ND WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT ASSN. 
 300.00 ND WATER USERS ASSOCIATION 
 2,659.46 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 

  121.20 NORDBY/LORI 
   350.00 NORTHEAST WISCONSIN TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

984.00 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 
6,608.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

  289.30 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
   4,131.12 OUTLAWS' BAR & GRILL 

  435.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 
   367.15 PITNEY BOWES INC. 
   2,474.49 POWERPLAN 
   565.27 PRAXAIR 

    242.70 RANKIN/RONALD 
   65,200.00 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 

  150.00 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 
20.40 REIL/DOROTHY 

   500.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 
  345.00 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 

25.00 ROLES/KRISTY 
   22,556.36 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 

  25.50 ROLFSRUD/NANCY 
   187.68 ROLLA/CHERRI 
   571.00 RON'S ELECTRIC 
   665.40 SA-SO COMPANY 
   206.39 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
   115.00 SCHULTZ WELDING SERVICE 
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3,595.20 SETINA MFG. CO., INC. 
  237.90 SEVEN SEAS INN & CONFERENCE CENTER 

 480.04 SORENSON/DESIREE 
   200.98 STEIN'S INC. 
   8,000.00 THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXPRESSWAY 

 35.70 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 
  376.92 THORNE/CALLI 

   32.64 TJELDE/LEE 
   816.00 TRANE U.S. INC. 
   149.93 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 

  488.00 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 
  373.97 VISA 

    219.41 WAHUS/DANA 
   3,440.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 

 191.73 WEHRI/DENISE 
   22,686.93 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 

  1,394.06 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 
  22.37 WIRTZ/JARET 

   1,611.50 XEROX CORPORATION 
  128.64 XEROX CORPORATION 
  6,382.50 YELLOWSTONE TRUCKING INC. 
  56,654.00 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 1, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on March 1, 2012.  Present: Commissioners 
Anderson, Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec, and Deputy Auditor 
Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Moved by Lawlar and 

seconded by Patten to approve the Treasurer’s report, minutes and bills as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to enter into a funding agreement 

with the State of North Dakota for 2013 -2015 biennium for clerk of court services.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  The Board authorized Lanae Roos to begin advertising to fill 
a position which will be opening in the Clerk of Court office.  Approval was received for 
a Court Facilities grant in the amount of $2,317.49 to purchase a metal detector. 

 
The Commission agreed to support Recorder Johnsrud in her recent nomination 

to the Directorship of the National Association of County Recorders, Election Officials & 
Clerks.   

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Les Haugen to serve on the 

Planning and Zoning Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

County Director of Tax Equalization Deidre Berquist’s resignation was submitted 
effective March 30, 2012.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the 
resignation with regret.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Steve Meyer, McKenzie County Housing Authority gave an update on the mobile 
home status and clarification on property management. 
 
 Jaret Wirtz provided an update on behalf of Western Area Water Supply 
Authority.  Discussion was held on the Eide Bailly Audit report which included additional 
charges for the Water Resource Department. With the recent changes in that 
department it was determined that Kristy Roles will be the contact for future audit 
information on behalf of the Water Resource Board. 
 
 Todd Norton (AE2S), Curt Moen (City of Watford City) and Engineer Greer 
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presented proposals for extensions of city sewer lines to be installed along County 
Roads 35 & 36.  Patten moved and Lawlar seconded approving the proposed project on 
County Road 35 with the requirement they work with the County Engineers office on 
specifics.  All voting aye, motion carried.  It will be the responsibility of the City to return 
the road back to the way it was upon project completion. The project along County 
Road 36 will need to be discussed further. 
 

Sheridan County Commissioners Gerald Kohler, Bob Nikolaisen, and Bill Nyby 
along with Sheridan County Planner Doug Smith joined the meeting to discuss how 
McKenzie County is dealing with the impacts from oil development. 
 

Following lunch break fuel bids were opened.  With one bid received, Anderson 
moved and Lawlar seconded awarding the bid to Farmers Union Oil for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Approximately seventeen individuals were in attendance as bids were opened for 

the advertised truck, trailer and County Road 10 project.  The Engineers office 
personnel will take time to review the received bids and report back. 

 
Jason Signalness, Shaun Rink and John Rolfsrud on behalf of the Keene Rural 

Fire Department requested financial assistance to purchase a new truck.  The 
Department has applied for grants and is waiting to hear on approval.  The Commission 
agreed to contribute following this notification. 

 
Michael Vannett, Scott Boci and Michele Vaughn presented their proposal for the 

Buffalo Hills Subdivision.  The Commission granted approval to move forward with the 
project and will require that the HOA will be responsible for road maintenance, snow 
removal and sewer along with good signage for emergency services. 

 
Mike Dollinger and Mark Koeser joined the meeting to discuss the truck and 

trailer bids.  Anderson moved and Patten seconded awarding the truck bid to Westlie 
Crossroads and the trailer bid to United Truck and Equipment.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
States Attorney Johnson joined the meeting with updates from his office.  The 

Commission approved a budget adjustment of up to $42,000.00 allowing Johnson to 
hire one additional full time administrative staff person.   

 
Engineer Greer was instructed to complete a survey of Flat Rock Road as 

directed by the court. 
 
Gen Hutmacher, Darlene Johnson and Nyla Dahl with Young at Heart gave an 

update on the transit building and taxi services.  Anderson moved and Cayko seconded 
contributing $10,000.00 as matching funds for a van and $15,000.00 to be used for 
landscaping at the transit building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 



70 
 

Engineer Greer along with Eric Urness and Daren Peterka both with Interstate 
Engineering outlined the bids received on the County Road 10 project.  Lawlar moved 
and Anderson seconded accepting the bid from Border States Paving Inc. for the base 
bid of $17,441,886.24.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Interstate Engineering will notify 
all bidders of the bid results. 

 
Engineer Greer explained that the calculations that were used to set the rates at 

the Landfill were in error and the rates need to be reconsidered.  Anderson moved and 
Lawlar seconded to rescind the motion from the February 1 meeting and leave the rates 
as approved last spring.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Chinn agreed to serve on the Extension Service Advisory Board 

as requested by County Agent Thorne. 
 
Patten moved and Cayko seconded partnering with Dunn County and signing a 

dust control study project contract with the North Dakota State Industrial Commission.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Patten moved and Anderson seconded adopting the Emergency Response Plan 

developed by Sheriff Rankin.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving approach permits to 

Continental Resources, Inc., Denbury Onshore LLC, Gold Star Production Services 
LLC, Hexco LLC, Oasis Petroleum, and Triangle Petroleum Corporation.  Utility permits 
to Banner Transportation Company, LLC. Oneok Midstream LLC, Reservation 
Telephone Cooperative and Saddle Butte Pipeline LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Patten moved and Lawlar seconded to make the following amendments to the 

2011 budget due to unanticipated expenses or other increases to costs:  increase 
Auditor to $314,370.31; increase to Treasurer to $257,592.14; increase to Tax 
Equalization to $105,729.15;increase to GIS Coordinator $106,773.36; increase to 
Buildings and Grounds $237,194.27; increase to Elections $5,393.56; increase to  
Landfill $242,968.62; increase Misc. Non-Departmental to $2,410,908.39; increase 
County Sheriff to $1,229,742.23; increase  County Jail to $496,423.59; increase County 
Coroner to $18,280.77; increase Tourism & Recreation to $58,330.27; increase Budget 
Contributions to $5,174,000.00; all additional expenditures having been funded from 
cash on hand or unanticipated revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Anderson moved and Patten seconded appointing Jeff Kummer to the Job 

Development Authority with the term expiring December 31, 2014.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Patten moved and Lawlar seconded appointing Lane Haugen to the Water 
Resource Board to replace Don Anderson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 The meeting recessed until March 20, 2012 at 10:30 am.   
 

March 20, 2012 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on March 20, 2012.  Present: 
Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec.  
Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin and Steve Meyer with the Housing Authority presented recent 
discussion concerning the mobile home rental property and amounts due from individual 
renters.  Discussion included the $800 deposit and pet deposits along with additional 
$10 per pet per month fee.  Rankin requested that the renters be given 18 months to 
pay back rent and deposits.  The Board agreed that they would allow the renters to split 
the back rent and deposit over an 18 month period.  The lease will terminate at the end 
of the 18 month period. Upon receipt of tenants signed agreement of said rents and 
back payments the agreed upon amount will be deducted from the employee’s 
paychecks. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin expressed a need for additional office space equipped with three 
telephones, three computers and two file cabinets and tables for patrol deputies.  It was 
agreed that an office in the Water/Storage building will be established with the expenses 
coming out of the Sheriff’s Department budget. 
 
 The Board approved the proposal from S & S Motors for two SUV’s and two pick-
ups which were approved in the Sheriff Department’s 2012 budget as follows: Ford 
Expedition $32,471.70, a Tahoe $33,887.22 and two pickups at $30,798.00/each.  
Rankin relayed that the City of Alexander had requested a contract deputy for the City 
policing.  The Board and Rankin agreed that they would not be able to meet that 
request at this time. 
 
 Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder with WAWSA updated the Board on the water 
project and that a coordination meeting is scheduled for March 29 in Bismarck with the 
State Water Commission and the independent water providers. 
 
 Engineer Greer and Todd Norton from AE2S updated the Board on plans for City 
sewer line along Route 36.  The request was made for approval to utilize the county’s 
right-of-way to cross Route 36 at CSI and also approval to close ½ mile of the road 
approximately one week and detour traffic during construction.  Patten moved and 
Anderson seconded approving the request with the understanding that the road will be 
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repaired when the project is completed.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Patten, Cayko and 
Lawlar; voting nay: Chinn.  Motion carried. 
 

Courtney Lovaas and Steven Jorgenson updated the Board on the status of the 
Tax Director Office and workload following the Board accepting Deidre Berquist’s 
resignation at the March 1st meeting.  Following discussion, Patten moved and 
Anderson seconded appointing Courtney Lovaas to the Tax Director position, effective 
immediately, at a starting wage of $48,000.00 with $1,000.00 adjustments per each 
successful completion of certification exam.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded approving utility permits to Oneok Midstream 
LLC and Stat Oil.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The approach permits for B & B 
Builders, Inc., Park Construction Company, and Westwood Enterprises were tabled until 
the April 3, 2012 meeting. 
 
 Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving a division order for the Petro 
Hunt L.L.C. L.M. Thompson #7D-4-4H located in Section 7 T153N R95W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cayko moved and Patten seconded approving an Amendment to Contract with 
Interstate Engineering for Route 10 Construction Engineering Services for survey 
services ($335,000.00) and administration services ($467,000.00).  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Cayko moved and Anderson seconded approving an agreement for sale of 
gravel, rock, scoria, or clay with the W & A Wold Minerals Trust.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
BURN BAN PROCLAMATION 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
March 15, 2012 

WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County, North Dakota is under abnormally dry 
conditions; and 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County has either sustained or been threatened with 
rural fires as of this date; and 
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and 
property; and 
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being, and safety 
of citizens in MCKENZIE County; and 
WHEREAS, the cost of response and the inordinate equipment wear may be far 
in excess of available County resources; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of MCKENZIE County 
Commissioners declares an emergency and proclaims a Burn Ban for 
MCKENZIE County, North Dakota effective immediately during times when the 
North Dakota Rangeland Fire Danger Index is in the Very High or Extreme Index 
for McKenzie County and to remain in effect until further notice.  ANY 
INDIVIDUAL WHO WILLFULLY VIOLATES THIS BURN BAN IS GUILTY OF A 
CLASS B MISDEMEANOR.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ban is applied to all open burning of any 
outdoor fire that may create a public safety hazard, including but not limited to: 

• Barrel burning commonly referred to as garbage burning 
• Campfires 
• Chimineas 
• Cooking fires (barbeque grills and pits) 
• Fire pits 
• Fire rings 
• Patio heaters 
• Prescribed burns commonly referred to as controlled burns 
• Fireworks (except for professional commercial fireworks displays) 
• Smoking (cigarettes, cigars, etc):  Use ashtrays and proper disposal 

containers 
• Welders or cutting torches unless the user has on hand adequate fire 

suppression equipment 
• Charcoal grills 

Open Burning does not include: 
• Fireplaces within buildings 
• Gas grills 
• Fire training by professionally trained and authorized personnel 

Citizens are requested to follow their user’s manuals and manufacturer 
information as well as taking safety precautions such as having an appropriate 
fire extinguisher, water and shovel available. 
The North Dakota Rural Fire Danger Guide is posted on the North Dakota 
Division of Emergency Services website: 
http://www.nd.gov/des/info/firedanger.html or residents can contact the Sheriff’s 
Department.   
Effective March 15, 2012, an individual who willfully violates this burning ban is 
guilty of a class B misdemeanor, which is punishable by a maximum of thirty 
days imprisonment, or a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or both. 
DATED at Watford City, North Dakota this 15th day of March, 2012. 
 
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded extending the burn ban declaration which 

was signed by Chairman Chinn on March 15, 2012.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded accepting Dick Fischer’s resignation with 
regret and to advertise in April to fill the position by June.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Patten moved and Anderson seconded approving an oil and gas lease with 
Newfield Production Co. for .215 acres located in Blk 1, Lot 1 & N 29’ of Lot 2, Wold 
addition to Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten moved and Lawlar seconded making an offer for the County Planner 
position to Walter Hadley.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Several cost saving options for pavement surface on Route 10 project were 
discussed. 
 
 Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded submitting the application for a solid 
waste management facility with the ND Department of Health along with the $5,000.00 
application fee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Greer reported that Leroy DeFoe no longer wants to be the Landfill 
manager.  The Board approved advertising for a full time Landfill Manager. 
  
 Greer presented several needed gravel projects for the commission to consider.  
Greer and Svihovec will bring a financial update and proposal to the April 3 meeting. 
 
 Cayko will check on applying for a recreation grant through the Garrison 
Diversion Conservancy District for needed work at Tobacco Gardens including the rip 
rap project.  The Board approved Mike Dollinger to begin working on the 10\404 permit 
application with the Corp. of Engineers for the rip rap project. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.  The next meeting is scheduled to begin at 
9:00 a.m. on April 3, 2012. 
 
 
___________________________________  __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Roger Chinn, Chairman 
 
 

172.70 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 
  36.69 AT&T 

   48.47 CENTURY LINK 
  42.01 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

 2,678.10 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
90.10 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 

6,384.47 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
4,782.07 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 
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28.50 NEMONT 
   4,297.25 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 

2,264.51 VERIZON WIRELESS 
  384.07 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 

523,683.17 FEBRUARY 24TH PAYROLL 
 345.00 A & K RENTAL INC. 

  373.87 ABRA AUTO BODY & GLASS 
 9,276.25 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
 5,240.34 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 

25.50 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 
 290.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
 147.43 ARNEGARD/STACY 

  589.58 AUTO ELECTRIC SALES-GPS ZONE 
318.00 BADLANDS HARDWARE 

 2,786.75 BADLANDS STEEL, INC. 
 609.31 BAKER & TAYLOR 

  181.57 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
416.14 BARKER CO./BOB 

  2,207.20 BAUMAN/BARBARA 
  73.13 BEICEGEL STATION 
  487.80 BERQUIST/DEIDRE 
  460.77 BIG BOYS TOYS 
  1,995.30 BORDER STEEL 
  5,760.00 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 

 50.00 BROWN/COREY 
  37.50 BROWN/DEAN K. 
  1,750.00 BULLBERRY SYSTEMS INC. 

 70.06 BUTTONS BY FISH 
  1,360.96 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 

1.99 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
 130.49 CENEX FLEETCARD 

  309.72 CENTURY LINK 
  3,213.00 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
  1,972.50 CHERREY'S PROPANE 

 260.00 COMFORT INN 
  138.00 COMFORT SUITES 
  2,368.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 

10.00 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
 275.00 COPE CONSULTING 

  223.77 CRAIG'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
 2,494.00 CUSTOM ALUMINUM FABRICATION 

201.75 D & J CLEANERS AND SUPPLY 
 90.00 DACOTAH FOUNDATION 
 356.35 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
 2,635.00 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
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576.87 DEFOE/LEROY 
  22,763.30 DELL MARKETING L.P. 

 2,307.51 EAGLE COUNTRY FORD, INC. 
 560.00 EBEL INTEGRATORS 

  700.00 EVERSON FUNERAL HOME 
 69.30 EXPRESSWAY INN 

  3,267.00 FARMERS UNION INSURANCES 
 1,157.32 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 

277.76 FISCHER/RITA J. 
  280.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 

 633.13 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 
 1,521.93 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
 4,092.01 GAFFANEY'S 

  127.98 GALLS INCORPORATED 
 27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 

247.81 GRANTIER/CHERYL 
  942.16 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
  162.07 HEDAHL'S INC. 
  615.01 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 

 27.76 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 
 4,932.22 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
 45.00 HOLTE/KAREN L. 

  741.88 HORIZON RESOURCES 
 322.86 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY 
 595.44 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 
 1,590.00 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 
 30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

32,883.70 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 
 311.69 INTERSTATE TESORO 
 35.70 IVERSON/DICK 

  1,827.15 JACK & JILL 
  402.05 JACK'S STORE 
  119.98 JAMESTOWN SUPER 8 MOTEL 

 7,956.90 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 
 162.00 JOHNSRUD/ANN 

  456.90 JORGENSON/STEVEN 
 60.80 KIESON/CAROL 

  2,673.10 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
1,595.77 L&L TRUCK REPAIR 

  38.98 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 
 55.08 LEISETH/LYLE 

  7.65 LERVICK/JEROME 
  24.00 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 

 443.51 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 
  5,569.11 LUND OIL, INC. 
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592.95 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
  91.62 LYSTAD/GRACE 
  210.80 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 

1,255.34 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 
617.66 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 

 
1,218.52 

MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 
HOSPITAL 

   4,500.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
 22,884.35 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 

2,363.78 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 
1,334.00 MIDWEST BUSINESS SYSTEMS 

 203.62 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
  2,557.50 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS 

2,233.76 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 
20.00 MURIE/JUDY 

  1,274.02 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
  98.00 NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 

1,861.12 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 
 50.00 ND VETERANS SERVICE OFFICERS ASSN. 

913.24 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
 50.00 NDACSSD 

   100.00 NDSPE - MATHCOUNTS 
 1,000.00 NDSU SOIL SCIENCE 

  195.99 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 
  228.00 NEWMAN/DUSTIN B 
  793.00 NILLES LAW FIRM 
  213.60 NORDBY/LORI 
  3,500.00 NORTH COUNTRY CABINS LLC 

 625.45 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 
27,724.00 NORTHWEST NARCOTICS TASK FORCE 

2,740.00 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 
6,615.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

 19.00 NW SUPPLY AND R&R TROPHIES, INC. 
355.59 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 

  1,565.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 
  15,210.06 POWERPLAN 
  2,222.73 PRAXAIR 

   55.00 PROPERTY RECORDS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 
207.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 

  232.68 RANKIN/RONALD 
  25.00 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 

 284.85 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 
29.98 REIMAN PUBLICATIONS 

 1,050.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 
 518.31 RESPOND SYSTEMS 

  



78 
 

9.00 ROHDE/COLLEEN 
  3,377.33 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 

 780.00 ROUGHRIDER PICKER TRUCKING 
627.83 S & S MOTORS 

  839.81 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
  1,452.00 SIGN SHOP/THE 
  360.00 SM ENERGY COMPANY 

 365.85 SORENSON/DESIREE 
  812.12 SOUTHSIDE WELDING & MACHINE, INC. 

9,982.91 STAN PUKLICH CHEVROLET 
 31.24 STARK-BILLINGS CO.EXTENSION OFFICE 

219.06 STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
 307.39 STEIN'S INC. 

  218.70 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 
  681.66 TASC 

   925.65 THORNE/CALLI 
  13,376.69 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 

 8,164.00 TRANE U.S. INC. 
  9.00 U S POSTMASTER 
  499.85 UNITED IMAGING SUPPLY 

 221.29 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 
 2,138.40 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 
 959.42 VISA 

   430.05 WAHUS/DANA 
  18.40 WALLWORK TRUCK CENTER 

 3,500.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 
1,086.55 WESTERN TIRE INC. 

  3,609.71 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
 14,920.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

558.09 WILLIAMS CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 
42.71 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 

 227.70 WOLD/DANA 
  1,611.50 XEROX CORPORATION 

 7,346.70 3-D SPECIALTIES 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 3, 2012 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on April 3, 2012.  Present: Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor 
Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report along with reporting her 
recent appointment of Amanda Trumpower as her deputy.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to increase Trumpower’s wages to $37,000.00 due to her deputy 
status effective April 1, 2012.  Discussion on the distribution of the Bankhead Jones 
funds received was tabled.  Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded to approve the 
Treasurer’s report, minutes and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded approving a request by the McKenzie 
County Grazing Association to retain an additional 25% of the grazing fees to continue 
with the conservation projects program.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Tax Director Lovaas and GIS Coordinator Jorgenson expressed their concerns 

with the assessing needs in the county.   The Commission supported Lovaas’ 
recommendation to honor the current contract with the City of Watford City and not 
renew it upon expiration.  Discussion turned to the GIS Workshop contract.   Lovaas 
and Jorgenson felt the contract was for full maintenance of the system and support but 
not for completion of the splits.  The Commissioners did not approve completion of splits 
when the contract was approved therefore the county should not be paying for that 
service. 

 
Chris Miller, Curt Pearson, Kelly Suko and Darrell Hill with Basin Electric and 

John Skurupey with McKenzie Electric presented Basin Electric’s plan for their 
proposed AVS to Neset 345-kV Transmission Project and also the Lonesome Creek 
station project located in Alexander Township.  They plan to keep the Commission 
informed on the process of both of these projects. 

 
Wayne Biberdorf, ND Oil and Gas Impact Coordinator explained his position and 

his intentions to have weekly contact with the ND Governor’s office expressing concerns 
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of western North Dakota.  The Board identified issues with the NDDOT and lack of 
support for the Western Area Water Supply Authority. 

 
Sheriff Rankin gave an update on activities in his department.  Rankin reported 

that all sheriff department employees who rent county mobile homes have agreed to 
sign the mobile home lease contracts.  Chairman Chinn will discuss the rental issues 
with the Highway Patrol renter.  The Board approved Rankin to complete the work as 
outlined in the quote from Ebel Communications for the door locks and security 
cameras. 

 
Jaret Wirtz, WAWSA gave an update on the water system and reported that the 

State Water Commission has not set any new policies.  Meetings continue between the 
State Water Commission and the Governor’s Office discussing policy issues. 

 
At 11:30 a.m. the Buffalo Hills Subdivision Hearing began with no one appearing 

in opposition to the subdivision plat.  Safety concerns with an approach onto HWY 85 
and also the lack of green space were voiced.  Patten moved and Lawlar seconded 
approving the subdivision plat with wording on the plat stating that no county road 
services will be provided to the subdivision.  Upon roll call vote, all members voted aye.  
Motion carried.  The Subdivision Resolution will be published twice in the paper, April 11 
and April 18, 2012. 

 
Pat Olson and Dwight Brew requested that the Board submit a letter stating that 

the initial proposed bypass route is not the preferred route by McKenzie County.  Patten 
moved and Lawlar seconded a motion that the two mile stretch of road from 4th Ave 
SW/25th ST (Substation Road) is not a viable bypass route.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The board recessed for lunch reconvening at 1:00 p.m. 
 
There were no fuel bids received.  Bids for a number of items were opened per 

advertised notice with the following results:  Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded 
accepting the bid from Burski Excavating for the construction of the Landfill MSW Phase 
5 & Inert Phase 2.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Lawlar moved and Patten seconded accepting the bid from RDO Equipment for 
three mowers with trade-ins. All voting aye, motion carried. 

Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded accepting the bid from RDO Equipment for 
cutting edges.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded accepting the bid from ASDCO for metal 
culverts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Anderson moved and Patten seconded accepting the bid from Cretex for 
concrete culverts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Anderson moved and Patten seconded accepting the bid from Gravel Products 
for the gravel and scoria crushing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Koeser reported on the increasing price of scoria and the County’s ability to keep 

up with the demand for hauling to townships and county work.  Cayko moved and 
Anderson seconded increasing the price of scoria to $15.00 per yard.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  It was agreed that the County continue to provide emergency 
maintenance on township roads but can no longer provide large scale maintenance.   

 
Roger Byer from B & B Builders addressed the Board requesting approval for an 

approach permit off 24th Ave SW which would allow access to an industrial building.  
Patten suggested building the approach on the east end of the property and allow for 
back access.  Byer agreed to request approval from McKenzie Electric to build the 
approach near the substation and to submit a revised permit. 

 
Representatives with Pioneer Lodging and Commons presented their proposal 

for a 3,000 person extended stay complex located on 24th Ave SW.  Commissioners 
addressed concerns with water, sewage, access to HWY 85 and various safety issues.    

 
Curt Glasoe and Kevin Sullivan with the Dakota Prairie Grasslands updated the 

Board on roads the Forest Service plans to work on in 2012.  They have been working 
with Engineer Greer on roads they feel fall within county jurisdiction. 

 
States Attorney Johnson updated on staffing in his office and their current 

workload.  Johnson agreed to contact the Highway Patrol captain to address the mobile 
home rental agreement. 

 
Daryl Flagen representing East Fairview requested the County assume 

responsibility for the East Fairview sewer system including maintenance and upkeep.  
The Board authorized Cayko to investigate the matter and find out what the cost would 
be to tie into the West Fairview, MT sewer system. 

 
Kay Glick representing the City of Alexander requested funding to assist 

upgrading the City lagoon to keep up with the increased population.  The Board 
encouraged her to submit this project for Energy Impact Grant funds; they would not 
commit any funds to the project at this time. 
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Anderson moved and Cayko seconded advertising for Highway 16 reconstruction 
bids.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded advertising for bids on the Long X Road 

Culvert Replacement project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Lawlar moved to approve approach permits to A & M Structuring LLC, Bayfront 

Builders Inc., Bringham Oil & Gas, LP, Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Continental 
Resources, Inc., Courtney Lovaas, Denbury Onshore, LLC, Hercules Global, Lance 
Powell, Minnesota Field Services, LLC, Petro Hunt, Stat Oil, Trevor Kronberg, Triangle 
Petroleum Corporation, Westwood Enterprises, and Whiting Oil & Gas Corporation. The 
approach permit from B&B Builders, Inc. is not being approved at this time.  To approve 
utility crossing permits to Bridger Pipeline, LLC., Oasis Petroleum North America, LLC, 
Oneok Midstream LLC, Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Saddle Butte Pipeline, 
LLC, and Steve Simonson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Cayko moved and Anderson seconded approving the McKenzie County Bank 

request for office space in a disaster.  Voting aye:  Chinn, Lawlar, Cayko, Anderson and 
Patten abstained from voting.  Motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec proposed changing the fee structure for paying election workers 

to be a flat fee based on mileage.  Payment will be as follows:  Polling places less than 
50 miles from Watford City:  Inspector $200.00, Clerks & Judges $150.00 (Alexander, 
Arnegard, Ideal, Schafer, Watford City) and polling places more than 50 miles from 
Watford City:  Inspector $275.00, Clerks & Judges $175.00 (Bennie Pierre, Blue Buttes, 
Four Bears, Mandaree, Rhoades, Sioux and Yellowstone).  The above compensation 
includes $35.00 for election training which will be deducted if worker does not attend.  
Patten moved and Cayko seconded accepting this proposal.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Cayko moved and Anderson seconded transferring $30,000.00 from the General 

Fund for County Park Board projects.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
With Deidre Berquist’s recent resignation from the Planning and Zoning board, 

Anderson moved and Cayko seconded appointing Commissioner Lawlar to fill the 
vacancy.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion on purchasing a badge system for the Courthouse was tabled until 

the next meeting. 
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Patten moved and Lawlar seconded approving a raffle permit to Pheasants 
Forever.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded approving an appraisal of State Land 

required for obtaining road right-of-way in the amount of $680.00/acre for 40 acres 
located in Section 16 T149N R100W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion on the B3 Bakken Minerals LLC top lease was tabled until the next 

meeting.   
 
The meeting recessed at 6:30 p.m. until April 17, 2012.  
 

April 17, 2012 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 

the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on April 17, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. 
Commissioners present were Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. 
 
 A road tour was taken of County Road 12 and Hungry Hallow road. 
 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. following a noon recess. 
 
 Doug Bolken discussed approach permits and the approval process. He is 
finding that there are an increasing number of approaches being completed prior 
approval of the permit.  An approach permit fee will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

Cayko moved and Anderson seconded approving approach permits to B & B 
Builders, Inc., B & H Construction Company, Gold Star Production Service, Kodiak Oil & 
Gas (USA) Inc., Oasis Petroleum, Triangle USA Petroleum Corporation, and SM Energy 
and to approve utility crossing permits to Oasis Petroleum North America, LLC, Oneok 
Midstream LLV, Reservation Telephone Cooperative, and Western Area Water Supply 
Project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Available funds and priority road gravel projects were discussed along with the 

dust control project efforts for this season.   Anderson moved and Cayko seconded 
letting bids for the top five priority gravel projects identified by Engineer Greer as 
follows:  9.5 miles of RT 57, 8.86 miles of RT 5, 10.0 miles of RT 45, 5.5 miles of 134th 
Ave, and 4.0 miles of Rolfson road.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The Board approved the request from the Watford City Park Board to assist with 
dirt work in the construction of a new Cal Ripkin baseball field and parking lot along the 
bypass.  The Park Board is applying for Energy Impact Grant funds for the project. 

 
Mark Koeser reported concerns with County Route 34 and 15th Street to the 

Dunn County line.  Patten moved and Cayko seconded placing a 6 ton/axle limit and a 
25 mph speed limit on County Route 34 and 15th ST to the Dunn County line.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Engineer Greer requested clarification on the Flat Rock Road survey. 
 
The rip rap project at Tobacco Garden was discussed and the direction of the 

board was to move forward with developing the detailed plans needed to complete the 
permit. 

 
Chinn updated the Board on the status of the rental agreements and back pay on 

the mobile home rental property.  Since no payment has been made by Kyle Molinar, 
the Board requested to have States Attorney Johnson prepare a 30 day eviction notice 
for Molinar. 

 
The June County Commission meeting has been re-scheduled for Monday, June 

4, 2012. 
 
Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded purchasing an ID Badge maker.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held on the Bankhead Jones distribution formula.  Cayko moved 

and Patten seconded to do the distribution following the same formula as last year.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded increasing Barb Baumann’s contract to 

$45.00/hour.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Discussion was tabled on closing the Courthouse at noon on Fridays. 
 
Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded approving a pay increase for Vonnie 

Johnsrud to $3,280.67/month effective April 1, 2012 following her recent promotion to 
Deputy Auditor.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Anderson moved and Cayko seconded setting the following terms for the 
Planning Commission; Carol Norgard (two year term), Paul Wisness (two year term), 
Kris Mrachek (four year term), Daryl Flagen (four year term) and Les Haugen (four year 
term).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Effective today the mileage rate is 55½ cents/mile. 
 
Anderson moved and Patten seconded signing a contract with GIS Workshops in 

the amount of $2,400.00/year for technical support and maintenance.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held on the County Planner’s office.  It was suggested to place it 

in the old JDA office on the second floor of the courthouse.  Discussion was tabled on a 
vehicle for the planner until he gets here. 

 
Discussion was tabled on hiring a Human Resource person until the May 

meeting. 
 
Leroy DeFoe informed the Board that there are trailers being installed across the 

road from the landfill which he feels will effect burning at the landfill. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:50 p.m. until May 1, 2012 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________________  __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Roger Chinn, Chairman  
 
 

95.60 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 
259.75 AT&T 

48.47 CENTURY LINK 
42.04 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

530.60 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
120,466.00 J&J HOMES, LLC 

1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
799.00 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE 

88.92 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 
6,415.15 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 

60.00 ND CLERKS ASSOCIATION 
6,308.72 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

28.50 NEMONT 
25,000.00 NW PUBLIC TRANSIT 
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3,969.03 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 
2,142.81 VERIZON WIRELESS 

365.07 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 
516,213.55 MARCH 23rd PAYROLL 

345.00 A & K RENTAL INC. 
1,528.88 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 
5,986.25 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 

25.50 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 
290.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 

4,000.00 ARNEGARD/CITY OF 
386.42 ARNEGARD/STACY 

46.12 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
1,573.30 BADLANDS STEEL, INC. 

601.82 BAKER & TAYLOR 
862.74 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
186.08 BARKER CO./BOB 

60.75 BARRETT PHARMACY 
4,805.10 BAUMAN/BARBARA 
1,966.75 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

38.52 BEICEGEL STATION 
193.80 BEYERS/BRADY 
135.28 BIG BOYS TOYS 

1,451.32 BORDER STEEL 
25.00 BROWN/COREY 
22.50 BROWN/DEAN K. 

155.00 BUREAU OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
276.19 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 
114.93 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 

45.90 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
306.94 CENTURY LINK 

2,576.73 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
1,015.00 CHERREY'S PROPANE 

264.30 CLOCK/LLOYD 
344.62 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 
138.00 COMFORT INN 

2,288.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 
211.91 CPS TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 
181.50 D & J CLEANERS AND SUPPLY 

1,071.04 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
1,590.00 DAKOTA WEST CREDIT UNION 

153.55 DEFOE/DIANE 
40.80 DEFOE/LEROY 

1,400.50 DIMAR PLUMBING, INC 
1,675.00 EBEL INTEGRATORS 
9,000.00 EIDE BAILLY 
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60.00 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION 
611.00 FARMERS UNION INSURANCES 

101,264.48 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 
125.46 FLAGEN/DARYL 

1,417.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 
170.44 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 
721.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
297.24 GAFFANEY'S 

1,087.94 GALLS INCORPORATED 
167.00 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 

1,565.00 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 
27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 

1,384.92 HADLEY/WALTER 
33.66 HAUGEN/LANE 
97.92 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 

946.45 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
75.60 HEDAHL'S INC. 

156.31 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 
165.41 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 

2,772.69 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
22.45 HOME OF ECONOMY 

558.04 HORIZON RESOURCES 
449.00 HOTLINE PRINTING & PUBLISHING 
447.83 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 

14,994.00 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 
387.95 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

1,056.52 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS 
614.33 INTERSTATE TESORO 

35.70 IVERSON/DICK 
166.76 JACK & JILL 
121.43 JACK'S STORE 

73.44 JELLESED/LEIF L. 
9,936.13 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 

265.60 JOHNSRUD/ANN 
54.90 JOHNSRUD/YVONNE L 

365.00 KDSR RADIO 
210,210.00 KEENE TWP. 

207.90 KELLY INN 
512.88 KIESON/CAROL 

3,157.47 L&L TRUCK REPAIR 
8.13 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 

55.00 LASS/KOREY 
7.65 LERVICK/JEROME 

207.44 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 
48,950.00 LOADOMETER CORPORATION 
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5,692.65 LOWE'S PRINTING, INC. 
5,728.86 LUND OIL, INC. 
1,536.00 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
1,103.10 MARSHALL & SWIFT PUBLICATION 

11,280.00 MARTIN CONSTRUCTION INC. 
7,500.00 MBA GENERAL CONTRACTING LLC 

200.62 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 
4,387.41 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 
1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
4,075.59 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 

25.00 MERCY MEDICAL CENTER 
2,112.43 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 

425.80 MICROMARKETING LLC 
341.47 MIDWEST BUSINESS SYSTEMS 

1,407.06 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
345.00 MOBILE AUTO GLASS PRO 
983.81 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 

5,179.17 MOTOROLA 
82.62 MRACHEK/KRIS 
20.00 MURIE/JUDY 

288.08 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
500.00 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

1,274.99 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 
39.00 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS 

5,000.00 ND DEPT. OF HEALTH 
19,202.00 ND GAME & FISH DEPT. 

220.00 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 
151.00 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
275.00 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION 
150.00 NDAAO 

1,741.14 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
25.00 NDPHA 

480.00 NDPOA 
15,979.22 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 

134.83 NEPRASH/DANIEL 
417.97 NETWORK IMAGING 
206.50 NILLES LAW FIRM 
123.84 NORDBY/LORI 

42.84 NORGARD/CAROL 
9,334.07 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

307.63 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
617.54 OLSON/FRANCES M. 
635.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 

1,693.62 PITNEY BOWES 
334.68 POWERPLAN 
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1,875.19 PRAXAIR 
72.00 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 

189.00 QUALITY PLUS, INC. 
298.00 RAMADA PLAZA SUITES 
318.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 

1,159.26 RANKIN/RONALD 
52.26 RED CARPET CARWASH 

244.57 REDWOOD BIOTECH INC. 
1,300.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 

95.90 ROLES/KRISTY 
46.44 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 

2,135.98 RON'S ELECTRIC 
5,841.03 ROOSEVELT-CUSTER REGIONAL COUNCIL 
2,867.69 S & S MOTORS 

653.81 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
502.65 SORENSON/DESIREE 

86.70 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 
1,749.20 STEIN'S INC. 

54.90 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 
315.86 SYNERGY GRAPHICS, INC. 

35.70 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 
952.81 THORNE/CALLI 

32.64 TJELDE/LEE 
4,004.27 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
1,572.36 TRANE U.S. INC. 

21.00 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 
87.68 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 

143.50 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 
5.55 UPSTART 

785.49 VISA 
180.00 VOGEL LAW FIRM 
151.69 WAHUS/DANA 

3,520.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 
1,000.00 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 

122.04 WEHRI/DENISE 
17,228.17 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 

381.50 WESTERN TIRE 
7,136.40 WESTERN TIRE INC. 
3,666.29 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
5,220.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 
1,946.22 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 

61.20 WISNESS/PAUL 
9.00 WOLD/DANA 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 1, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on May 1, 2012.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar, and Patten, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Wold 
and Walter Hadley, County Planner.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 
9:00 a.m. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Anderson moved and 
Patten seconded approving the minutes, bills and Treasurer’s report.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

The Board approved Tax Director Lovaas’ request to use the GIS vehicle for 
assessing needs. 
 

An update on the mobile home leases was given by Chinn.  Future leases will 
prohibit smoking and dogs over 45 pounds.  
  

Engineer Greer will work with Wenck on what equipment is needed at the landfill 
to get the job done more efficiently.  The Board approved spending approximately 
$15,000.00 to purchase a grapple fork for the loader and to replace the Arctic Cat four-
wheeler at the landfill. Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded accepting the construction 
management services proposal from Wenck for an estimate of $123,960.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Greer updated the Board on the Oil & Gas Research Council dust control study 
project. 
 

Interviews for the custodian position will be conducted by Svihovec, Chinn, 
Cayko and Veeder on May 7th beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Svihovec reported that Dunn County Auditor Hauck informed her that after 
reviewing the HR Director Position description, the Dunn County Commission confirmed 
their willingness to share that position with McKenzie County.  Discussion was tabled for 
further review. 
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Gene Veeder gave a brief update on the rural water system. 
 

Patten moved and Anderson seconded approving a contract in the amount of 
$17,000.00 with Eide Bailly for the 2011 audit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The construction contract with Burski Excavating for landfill construction was 
approved and signed. 
 

Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded approving a division order with Slawson 
Exploration in Sections 25 & 26 T149N R103W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Lawlar moved and Anderson seconded approving an application to extend the 
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant for Mandaree School for the heating 
retrofit project from June 30, 2012 to August 31, 2012.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving the maintenance contract with 
GIS Workshop for tech support for the GIS department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Greer and Koeser were authorized to close roads following a major rain event; 
local traffic would be allowed with load restrictions applying.  The Sheriff’s Department 
and local newspaper would need to be notified if such an event occurred. 

 
Load restrictions and signage on county roads was discussed.  A meeting was 

scheduled for May 25, 2012 beginning at 1:00 p.m. to address these and other Road 
Department issues. 
 

A letter from Tom Novak addressing surfacing on his road was read.  It was 
determined that this is a township road and the county has no jurisdiction. 
 

Steve Dorval with Heartland Engineering reported on deadline dates not met by 
Park Construction on Project 5 which includes Routes 34 & 37.  Michael Nottestad, 
Bruce Carlson and Kevin Hachfeld with Park Construction joined the meeting; they felt 
that the circumstances that caused the delay were out of their control.  It was agreed 
that the project will be completed by July 31, 2012 with the liquidated damages from last 
fall applying.  The liquidated damages for 2012 on Project 5 would be waived if the July 
31, 2012 completion date is met.  There would be a one to one addition to the July 31, 
2012 completion date granted for rain delay days. 

 
The Forest Service Acting District Ranger Timothy Abing was introduced. 
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Following lunch break the meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 

With only one fuel bid received, Patten moved and Anderson seconded 
accepting the bid from Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Bids per advertised notice were opened with the following results.   Anderson 
moved and Lawlar seconded accepting Burski Excavating Inc.’s bid for the Long X 
Culvert project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Anderson moved and Patten seconded accepting Plote’s base bid for the Route 
16 construction project COI 2716(058).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn turned the meeting over to Vice Chair Anderson.  Then Brad 
Chinn explained the Grassy Butte Community Building Project and requested funding 
for placement of brands, sealant and coat racks.  Cayko moved and Patten seconded 
contributing $10,000.00 to the project.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The meeting was 
then returned to Chairman Chinn. 
 
 Jake Kasza presented Continental Resource’s proposal to close a section line in 
Section 2 T151N R99W for the construction of the Durham 2-2H well location.  Kasza 
will visit with Continental Resources on giving the county an easement around the 
location to replace the closed portion and bring the proposal back to the Board. 
 
 Wayne Koistinen with Westwood Enterprises requested the closing of a portion 
of the section line between Sections 17 and 20 T150N R102W for the construction of a 
truckstop.  A petition will be filed and a public hearing will be scheduled as Westwood 
Enterprises owns the property on both sides of the requested closure. 
 
 Anderson moved and Patten seconded approving Deputy Lloyd Clock’s request 
to add two towers/repeaters devoted to fire and emergency responders at an estimated 
cost of approximately $60,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin reported on the truck regulatory activities and staffing issues. 
 
 Doug Bolken presented a listing of approach and utility permits.  Patten moved 
and Cayko seconded approving the utility permits to Bridger Pipeline LLC, Oneok 
Midstream LLC, and Reservation Telephone Cooperative as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Discussion was held on the approach permit applications. Tom 
Johnson, Jane Witheridge and Tim Robinson all with Tervita explained their plans to 
construct an oilfield solid waste facility in Section 1 T1450N R96W and the need for the 
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requested approach.  Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded approving the approach 
permits as presented to Alexander Transport, LLC., Dean & Charlene Frick, Burlington 
Resources Oil & Gas, Continental Resources, Inc., Dynacore Corporation, Gold Star 
Production Service, Industrial Solutions, Inc., Invision LLC, Kodiak Oil & Gas (USA) Inc.,  
Morris Manlone, Tervita, and Western Area Water Supply Project.  Voting aye:  Cayko, 
Lawlar, and Chinn, voting nay: Patten and Anderson; motion carried. 
 
 Bolken then presented a proposed approach/utility permit fee schedule. Patten 
moved and Anderson seconded approving the fee schedule as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  
 

Discussion with State’s Attorney Johnson included a Human Resource Position, 
section line closures and the Flat Top Road survey.  Cayko moved and Lawlar 
seconded requesting the court for a court order to get the survey on the Flat Rock Road 
completed.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
The meeting recessed until 1:00 p.m. on May 25, 2012. 

 
May 25, 2012 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on May 25, 2012 at 1:04 p.m. 
Commissioners present were:  Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor 
Svihovec, and Deputy Auditor Wold. 
 
 Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving a special event permit to 
Jerome Carr DBA Long X Saloon.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Patten, and 
voting nay:  Lawlar; motion carried. 
 

Rick Jore with Power Fuels requested transfer of ownership from the county of 
Lots 10 & 11 Block 1 Liberty Hills 1st Addition in Watford City.  Auditor Svihovec will 
review the documents for the June 4th meeting. 

 
Randy Nordsven, Dave Schillinger, Kevin Sullivan, Kevin Hachfeld and Shawn 

Lee participated in discussion on Hungry Hollow Road. Following extensive discussion 
addressing dust control, surfacing and speed limits; Commissioner Patten requested 
that the companies work together to submit a plan to address these issues at the June 
4th meeting.  It was agreed to post 15 mph speed limit signs near Sullivan’s house. 
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Landfill wages were discussed.  Anderson moved and Cayko seconded 
increasing the landfill operator wages to match those of the road department starting 
hourly wages effective this pay period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion on the landfill manager’s position was held with DeFoe agreeing to 

stay on as manager until a certified manager can be hired and at that time he may 
consider staying on as a part time operator.  Cayko moved and Anderson seconded to 
advertise for a certified landfill manager and an equipment operator at the landfill.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded increasing the 
current landfill manager’s salary to $48,500 due to the increased workload effective 
June 1, 2012.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Greer requested changing Mike Dollinger from Dust Control Supervisor to Project 

Manager/Assistant Engineer.  Greer will bring a salary/wage proposal to the June 4th 
meeting. 

 
Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded purchasing a 2010 Ford F150 pickup for 

$26,395 from S & S Motors.  All voting, motion carried. 
 
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded purchasing three FEMA trailers from ND 

Surplus Property to use at the Cartwright shop, the Landfill and in the Road and Bridge 
Department for $7,500.00 each.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed the need to incorporate background checks for all new 

hires.  Cayko moved and Anderson seconded contracting a firm to perform background 
checks on new employees.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Svihovec will provide further 
information at the June 4th meeting. 

 
County Extension Agent Thorne requested approval to purchase a used 

Suburban for extension department travel.  The request was tabled until the June 4th 
meeting. 

 
The Board approved Lloyd Clocks request to have all of the Sheriff’s 

Departments electrical outlets connected to the generator. 
 
Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded denying approach permits to QST 

Properties, LLC., Ensign Energy, Inc. and Craig Bernhardt and to approve the permits 
of Wanzek Construction, Inc, Lupine Construction, Inc., Zenergy, Inc., True Oil, Inc., 
Jonathan Jeske, Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, and the City of Watford City.  To 
approve utility crossing permits to City of Watford City, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, 
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Inc., Oneok Midstream LLC., Reservation Telephone, and Stat Oil.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Discussion on the employees in the custodian department of the courthouse was 

held.  Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded offering the head custodian position to Rod 
Neer with a starting wage of $52,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving the State Land Appraisal for 

$528.00/acre for 90 acres totaling $47,520.00 in Section 36 T150N R100W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Cayko moved and Patten seconded approving a special event permit to the 

Watford City Eagles Club Aerie 3543.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded following the recommendation from the 

Housing Authority Board to offer Jackie Cook the assistant custodian position for 
maintenance at Hillside Court with a beginning salary of $38,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving a beer and wine permit and 

Sunday permit to Robert Scott Trupe, SSID LLC.  Roll call vote was taken with 
Anderson, Cayko, and Chinn voting aye and Lawlar and Patten voting nay; motion 
carried. 

 
Discussion was tabled on the Vision West ND Consortium Agreement until the 

June 4th meeting. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 5:25 PM until June 4, 2012 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman 
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36.72 CHINN/ROGER 
43.23 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

1,164.45 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 

88.05 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 
2,936.25 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
4,350.77 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
7,548.40 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

28.50 NEMONT 
3,840.69 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 

61,596.00 STAN PUKLICH CHEVROLET 
2,184.94 VERIZON WIRELESS 

365.07 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 
607,175.75 APRIL 27TH PAYROLL 

345.00 A & K RENTAL INC. 
12,440.63 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 

2,117.24 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 
1,771.63 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 

159.75 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 
300.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
246.68 ARNEGARD/STACY 

1,218.49 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
767.03 BAKER & TAYLOR 

22.23 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
8.29 BARRETT PHARMACY 

3,979.05 BAUMAN/BARBARA 
246.10 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

15.00 BUTTONS BY FISH 
104.13 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 
519.73 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
125.85 CAYKO/RICHARD 

49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
871.92 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
249.96 CHINN/ROGER 

75.38 CLOCK/LLOYD 
207.00 COMFORT INN 
690.00 COMFORT SUITES 

2,288.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 
4.00 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

1,000.00 CRIME STOPPERS 
210.25 D & J CLEANERS AND SUPPLY 
373.28 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
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449.40 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 
34.08 DEFOE/LEROY 

4,357.02 DELL COMM INC. 
3,839.00 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 
4,650.00 EBEL INTEGRATORS 

27.75 ENDERLE/ANDREA 
8,146.12 ENVIRONMENTAL & CIVIL SOLUTIONS, LLC 
4,500.00 ENVIROWORKS 

18,750.00 EXECUTIVE GROUP/THE 
138.60 EXPRESSWAY INN 

87,587.92 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 
42.84 FLAGEN/DARYL 

2,100.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 
170.44 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 

92.41 FOX VALLEY SYSTEMS, INC. 
2,147.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 

502.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
15.00 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 

2,788.00 GAFFANEY'S 
782.82 GEM CITY MOTORS 
835.00 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 

27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 
36.63 HAUGEN/LANE 
32.64 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 

1,054.45 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
189.50 HEART MEDICAL 
191.09 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 
237.77 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 
973.00 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
560.20 HOFFART/CAROL 
515.63 HORIZON RESOURCES 

78.91 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY 
39.56 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 
30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

160.00 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
45,119.44 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 

740.27 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS 
35.70 IVERSON/DICK 

1,953.09 JACK & JILL 
303.14 JACK'S STORE 

39.96 JELLESED/LEIF L. 
11,249.94 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 
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36.00 JOHNSRUD/ANN 
205.50 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

10,505.00 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
197.50 KUKLA/STEVE 

4,754.62 L-TRON CORPORATION 
30.06 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 

115.08 LARSON COMPANIES 
82.62 LEISETH/LYLE 
7.65 LERVICK/JEROME 

13.32 LEWIS/JAY 
384.08 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 

6,409.95 LUND OIL, INC. 
21,545.00 LYCOX ENTERPRISES INC. 

2,281.10 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
366.58 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 

3,077.73 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 
1,037.40 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 

23.00 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 
1,364.38 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
3,305.74 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 

285.38 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
27.54 MRACHEK/KRIS 
20.00 MURIE/JUDY 

428.28 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
187.50 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
943.71 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 
100.00 ND COUNTY RECORDERS ASSOCIATION 

50.00 ND COUNTY TREASURER'S ASSN. 
165.00 ND STATE AUDITOR'S OFFICE 
480.00 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
107.00 ND STATE UNIVERSITY 
182.00 NDAAO 

1,756.55 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
30.00 NDPOA 
20.00 NDTOA 
9.00 NEWMAN/DUSTIN B 

89.00 NILLES LAW FIRM 
185.88 NORDBY/LORI 

14.28 NORGARD/CAROL 
960.00 NORTHERN IMPROVEMENT CO. 
264.55 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 
952.00 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 
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8,114.07 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
459.28 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
909.35 OTIS ELEVATOR COMPANY 
276.78 OUTLAWS' BAR & GRILL 

1,895.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 
16,770.01 POWERPLAN 

537.24 PRAXAIR 
207.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 

287,500.00 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 
18.00 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 
28.56 REDFORD/LISA C 

304.80 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 
22.20 REIL/DOROTHY 

180.35 RESPOND SYSTEMS 
345.00 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 

66.65 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 
25.50 ROLFSRUD/NANCY 

1,172.05 RYAN CHRYSLER 
529.70 SAMUELSON/JERRY 

1,200.00 SANJAR CONSTRUCTION 
500.00 SCHROEDER/MALISSA M. 
180.00 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS 
254.95 SECURSCREEN 

50.91 SORENSON/DESIREE 
9,000.00 STANDING ROCK SANITATION SERVICE,INC. 

203.06 STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
415.92 SUPERIOR LAMP INC. 
596.00 TABLE MOUNTAIN INN, INC. 

38.85 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 
987.93 THORNE/CALLI 

35.52 TJELDE/LEE 
720.00 TOTAL SAFETY COMPANY 

2,571.66 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
114.75 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 

1,486.15 UPPER MISSOURI DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT 
146.20 UPSTART 
258.16 VISA 

98.95 WAHUS/DANA 
2,068.00 WARD COUNTY AUDITOR 
3,520.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 

108.90 WEHRI/DENISE 
90,748.97 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 
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11,688.49 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
30.60 WISNESS/PAUL 

127.56 XEROX CORPORATION 
195,610.44 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 

134.31 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 4, 2012 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on June 4, 2012.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor 
Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report and reported on efforts to tie 
out the oil royalty payments with the actual royalty interests the county holds. It was 
agreed to forward the Root Construction invoice for the test dust control project to Dunn 
County per agreement.  Patten moved and Cayko seconded approving the Treasurer’s 
report, bills and minutes as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Rick Jore, Power Fuels joined the meeting to discuss purchasing Lots 10 & 11 
Block 1, Liberty Hills 1st Addition in Watford City.  Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded 
selling the lots for $250.00 each.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chris Kreger, IHD Solids Management, Manager, inquired as to whether the 
County would consider putting the request for a Landfill in Keene Township to a vote of 
the people if the state approves the permit and Keene Township does not approve the 
permit.  At this time the Board is not interested in holding an election on this issue. 
 
 Patten moved and Anderson seconded approving the purchase of a vehicle for 
the County Extension Office for no more than $32,000.00. Voting aye:  Chinn, Patten, 
Anderson and Cayko.  Voting nay:  Lawlar; motion carried. The vehicle is to be used for 
county related business and it will be the responsibility of the County Agent to arrange 
for regular upkeep and maintenance of the vehicle.   
 
 Cayko moved and Patten seconded approving the Vision West ND Consortium 
Agreement.  Voting aye:  Patten, Anderson, Cayko and Lawlar  Voting nay:  Chinn, 
motion carried. 
 
 Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded sharing 50% of the cost of Preliminary 
Design proposal from AE2S for the Watford City Bypass.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Chinn reported there will be a public meeting on June 28th to discuss the Bypass 
proposal. 
 
 Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded approving Bridger Pipeline LLC’s abatement 
of taxes application for IT#2065 located in Section 14 T152N R96W which was centrally 
assessed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Svihovec reported that effective July 1 the lot rent for the County owned mobile 
homes in the Watford City Courtyard will be increased to $600.00/month. 
 
 Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded approving an oil and gas lease with 
Burlington Resources for 7.09 acres located in SENE, E2SE Section 30 and Lot 4, 
SESW Section 31 T151N R97W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 It was agreed the County will no longer waive landfill fees for property within the 
city Renaissance Zone, therefore Larry Signalness’ request was denied. 
 
 Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded accepting the fuel bid from Farmer’s Union 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Engineer Greer reported on the maintenance status on Hungry Hollow road. 
 

Upon review of a letter prepared by Chairman Chinn, it was agreed Greer will 
deliver the letter addressing road usage in the Grassy Butte area to Circle K of 
Arkansas. 
 

Chris Kreger, Indian Hills Disposal discussed contracting the landfill management 
and operations, which is a service his company provides.  Wenck Associates 
recommends the county purchase a new compactor for the landfill at a cost of 
approximately $600,000.  They also recommended a small scraper for dirt moving. 
 
 Patten moved and Cayko seconded appointing Mike Dollinger as Engineer’s 
Assistant with a beginning wage of $26.50/hour, beginning the June 17th pay period, 
and to hire Chuck Cutforth as Dust Control Foreman at $24.00/hour effective June 4, 
2012.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Steve Dorval and Ryan Billadeau with Heartland Engineering outlined the bid 
projects to be opened this afternoon, and also discussed funding for the projects. 
 
 Following noon recess the meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with the opening of 
the bids for four 2012 summer gravel projects.  The results were tabled allowing time for 
review. 
 
 Rick Leuthold and Kari & Rick Andren presented their proposal for the Elk Ridge 
Subdivision located in Tri Township.  The Board agreed to support moving forward with 
the subdivision upon receiving approval from the Tri Township Board.   
 
 Following a presentation by Doug Bolken, Lawlar moved and Anderson 
seconded approving approach permits as presented to Perry Ecker, Tony Wood, Scott 
Kinden, Continental Resources, Inc., Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Zenergy Inc., 
Triangle USA Petroleum Corporation, Debbie Nelson, Consolidated Divisions, Inc.  
MPR, Flathead Management LLC., and JN Field Services.  To place the Ash Inc 



107 
 

application on hold for further review.  To approve the utility crossing permits to Hess 
Corporation and Oneok Midstream LLC as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 2:30 p.m. Tax Director 
Courtney Lovaas recommended a 14% increase on residential property in Ideal and 
Schafer Townships and a 9.5% increase in unorganized townships.  This 
recommendation excluded any properties that were assessed this year.  A 9% increase 
on commercial property in Ideal and Schafer Township and a 4% increase on 
commercial property in unorganized townships.  A 25% increase to the county average 
per acre for agricultural land, she is also recommending a 40% increase to both Elm 
Tree and Grail townships for residential and commercial properties.  A motion was 
made by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the recommended property value 
increases as presented by Lovaas.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board also 
approved Lovaas’ request to hire an assistant.   Lovaas then presented the Vanguard 
Appraisal contracts including a service contract, a license agreement for software 
($46,093.75) and a data conversion contract ($4,000.00) all which were approved for 
the chairman’s signature. 

 
At 3:00 p.m. a public hearing was held on the proposed section line closing 

between Sections 17 and 20 T150N R101W.  With no opposition Patten moved and 
Lawlar seconded approving the following resolution:  

 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 WHEREAS, a petition to close a section of a section line roadway in Alex 
Township has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further 
described as: 

 The west one fourth (1/4) of the section line between Sections 17 and 20 
in Township 150N Range 101W of the Fifth Principal Meridian. 

 WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie 
County Board of Commissioners on Monday, June 4, 2012, beginning at 3:00 PM 
CDT in the Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse at 201 
Fifth ST NW, Watford City, North Dakota, with Commissioners Chinn, Anderson, 
Cayko, Lawlar and Patten present, and 

 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor 
of the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Patten, seconded by Commissioner Lawlar, and a vote of five aye and no nay,  

 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie 
County, North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved 
granting the petition and hereby declare the described section line roadways to 
be discontinued.   

All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Clarence Kemp, Forsgren Associates, Inc. presented a proposal for contracting 
building department services including permits and inspections for the county.  A rate 
and fee schedule will be prepared and brought to the next meeting. 

 Brent Sanford, acting as spokesperson for a group of concerned citizens, 
discussed the process for sex offender notification and responsibilities of the McKenzie 
County Sheriff’s Department.  Patten recommended forming a citizen advisory group to 
meet once every two weeks which would include representatives from both city and 
county law enforcement staff.  Sheriff Rankin reported that he is developing a new 
policy for sex offender registration and public notification in his department.  A meeting 
has also been arranged with Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem to address the state’s 
classification method and timeline. 

 Kerry Krikava, McKenzie County Ambulance requested office space for the 
ambulance service.  Krikava also discussed the need for additional paramedic staffing. 

 Commissioner Anderson discussed trucks parking and blocking the streets in 
Keene.  No parking signs should be posted.  Sheriff Rankin continued his report and 
reported that Deputy CJ Jones has resigned. 

 State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson offered to prepare a proposal for legal services 
for the Planning and Zoning Board to consider. 

 Engineer Greer and Heartland Engineering representatives presented the final 
bid amounts for the Summer projects.  Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded awarding 
the Project #1 (McKenzie County Road #5) to Hot Iron/North Star Energy and 
Construction, Project #2 (County Road #12) to Plote Construction ND, LLC, Project #3 
(A:134th Ave & B: 30th St, 124th Ave, 31st St, County Road #36) to Hot Iron/North Star 
Energy and Construction and to reject all bids on Project #4 (A: County Road 45, & B: 
County Road 57) due to lack of funds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

  Following discussion with County Planner Hadley, Cayko moved and Lawlar 
seconded approving an approach permit application from Ash Inc.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The Board approved Hadley to advertise for a secretary with a  salary 
range of $32,000 - $38,000.   

 A Commission meeting was scheduled for June 14, 2012 to discuss McKenzie 
County Planning and Zoning including the proposal from Forsgren Associates, Inc. for a 
building department agreement. 

 Patten moved and Lawlar seconded approving AccuSource as a vender 
providing background checks.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 The meeting recessed at 6:15 p.m. till 1:00 p.m. on June 14, 2012. 

 

June 14, 2012 

 Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten along with Auditor 
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Svihovec and Engineer Greer met with Eastern ND Legislatures at Outlaws Bar and 
Grill at 11:30 a.m. to discuss the oil impact to our area. 

The Board then reconvened at the Courthouse at 1:30 p.m. 

 County Planner Hadley explained how he felt the building department process 
would work and the benefits of contracting the services to Forsgren Associates, Inc.  
Clarence Kemp and Brent Crowther both with Forsgren Associates, Inc presented their 
proposal to contract building department services to McKenzie County.  It was 
suggested to review the contract rate and building fees after six months and add 
wording that at the County’s discretion other services could be requested.  Patten 
moved and Cayko seconded approving the agreement with Forsgren Associates Inc. as 
presented and include reviewing the contract rate and building fees after six months, 
effective immediately, at a cost of approximately $40,000.00 for the first 4-6 weeks, 
subject to state’s attorney review and approval. All voting aye, motion carried.  
Forsgren’s initial staffing plans include one counter person and one building inspector in 
the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning office. 

 Hadley updated the Board on the status of hiring an office assistant/secretary 
and other developments in his department.  Options for various zoning ordinances and 
the level of zoning and permitting were discussed. 

 Patten moved and Cayko seconded approving a Quit Claim Deed to Daniel Thiel 
for Lots 11 and 12, Block 1 Eikren addition to the City of Alexander, North Dakota.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 Anderson moved and Cayko seconded approving approach permits to Triangle 
USA Petroleum Corporation and MaLissa Schroeder and utility crossing permits to 
Oneok Midstream LLC, BakkenLink Pipeline and Banner Transportation Company, LLC 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 A letter from the McKenzie County School District #1 discussing the cap placed 
on BLM payments was reviewed. 

Anderson moved and Cayko seconded extending the payment for Contract for 
Deed for the property located at 1204 4th Ave NE, Watford City for another 5 years as 
requested by Taylor Ag Services, Inc.  Voting aye:  Anderson; Voting nay:  Cayko, 
Lawlar and Chinn; Abstaining:  Patten.  Motion denied.  The balloon payment will be 
due July 1, 2012. 

 Engineer Greer reported on the Dust Control study project and also discussed 
funding for the proposed project on Route 45 and Route 57 which was denied at the 
June 4 meeting due to lack of funds.  Discussion was tabled until the July 3 meeting. 

 Cayko moved and Patten seconded pursuing hiring a HR position using the 
Executive Group to develop a job description and to assist in recruiting an HR Director.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Lawlar moved and Anderson seconded appointing Ray Mrachek and Lee 
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Stevens to the Park Board for two year terms and to appoint D.M. Iverson to the Human 
Services Board for a three year term.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Anderson moved and Lawlar seconded approving a temporary section line 
encroachment to Conoco Phillips for drilling the Inga 14-12H well in Section 12, T148N-
R98W due to the topography.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Once the pit stockpile is 
used to close the pit the encroachment will no longer encroach upon the section line. 

 Lawlar moved and Cayko seconded approving the McKenzie County Canvassing 
Board party representative’s compensation as a flat rate of $35.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 Svihovec reported on the Tobacco Gardens Annual Inspection.  A Park Board 
Meeting has been scheduled for July 16, 2012 beginning at 10:30 a.m. 

 In response to a letter from the State Court Administrator, it was moved by 
Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the funding agreement allowing for 2.79 
full-time equivalent employees to provide clerk of district court services and the State 
will provide funding for personnel in the amount of $16,973 per month and funding for 
general clerk operating expenses in the amount of $1,697 per month.  Total funding 
under this agreement is $18,670 per month for the Clerk of Court’s department.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

The following meetings were scheduled:  September Commission meeting will be 
September 5, 2012, the Department Budget Hearings will be held on September 19, 
2012 and the October Commission meeting is scheduled for October 2, 2012. 

The meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

 

________________________________  ___________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman 
 

95.60 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 
   220.02 AT&T 

    353.50 CENTURY LINK 
   42.19 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

  645.65 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
 1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 

  25.00 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE 
84.00 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 

 3,340.72 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
 4,334.00 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
 5,187.79 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

  28.50 NEMONT 
    4,792.99 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 

 2,228.83 VERIZON WIRELESS 
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435.46 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 
 600,660.71 May 25th PAYROLL 

   163,745.25 June 1st PAYROLL 
   86.00 AAMODT/TRAVIS 
   19,658.50 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 

  3,574.01 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 
 42,000.00 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 

  200.00 ALL AROUND SPORTS LLC 
  2,040.13 AMAN/KELSEY 

   462.90 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 
  125.00 APCO INTERNATIONAL 
  80.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
  330.23 ARNEGARD/STACY 

   1,047.24 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
  1,000.00 BADLANDS SHOOTING CLUB 
  1,075.37 BAKER & TAYLOR 

   84.36 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
 44.65 BARKER CO./BOB 

   74.06 BARRETT PHARMACY 
  3,564.45 BAUMAN/BARBARA 

   1,055.00 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC. 
   242,774.69 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 

  1,250.00 BULLBERRY SYSTEMS INC. 
  62,481.50 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 
  299.27 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
  329.70 CAYKO/RICHARD 

   49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
   143.50 CENEX FLEETCARD 
   550.20 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
   1,360.00 CHERREY'S PROPANE 

  239.76 CHINN/ROGER 
   690.00 COMFORT INN 
   69.00 COMFORT SUITES 
   4,576.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 

 2.00 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
  155.40 COOK/TAMMY 

   156.00 COTTONWOOD INN 
   207.40 CRAIG'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 

  604.15 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
  44.40 DEFOE/LEROY 

   325.19 DELL MARKETING L.P. 
  9.04 DOLLINGER/MICHAEL W. 
  360.00 DS SOLUTIONS, INC. 

   1,878.36 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 
 981.25 EBEL INTEGRATORS 

   3,011.62 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 
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4,878.36 EMERGENCY AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
1,868.00 FARMERS UNION INSURANCES 

  7,945.71 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 
 22.97 FASTENAL COMPANY 

  46.62 FLAGEN/DARYL 
   7,237.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 

  702.02 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 
  250.00 FRIENDS OF LAKE SAKAKAWEA 
  326.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
  2,172.60 GAFFANEY'S 

   7,874.14 GALLS INCORPORATED 
  1,623.00 GEMPLER'S INC. 

   2,960.65 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 
  9,145.00 GIS WORKSHOP 

   27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 
 645.28 GRANTIER/CHERYL 

   137,044.71 GRAVEL PRODUCTS INC. 
  142.08 GUSTAFSON/CARROLL S 
  377.99 HADLEY/WALTER 

   36.63 HAUGEN/LANE 
   71.04 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 
   3,882.29 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
   62,473.13 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 

 121.78 HEDAHL'S INC. 
   2,552.13 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 

  199.53 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 
  2,012.00 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
  44.70 HOME OF ECONOMY 
  551.83 HORIZON RESOURCES 
  275.75 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY 
  161.51 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 
  784.32 HRUBY FLOORING 

   1,872.65 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 
  30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

 180.00 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
 139,681.61 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 

  498.03 INTERSTATE TESORO 
  38.85 IVERSON/DICK 

   2,142.21 JACK & JILL 
   283.31 JACK'S STORE 
   10,693.97 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 

  373.56 JORGENSON/STEVEN 
  88.80 KIESON/CAROL 

   905.96 KNOCK-OUT SPECIALTIES INC 
  4,880.08 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

 150.00 KUMMER'S PUMPING 
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180.00 L-TRON CORPORATION 
  51.94 LASS/KOREY 

   213.75 LAWLAR/JODEE 
   6.11 LAWLAR/RICHARD 
   8.33 LERVICK/JEROME 
   13.32 LEWIS/JAY 
   580.63 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 

  323.48 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 
   6,471.26 LUND OIL, INC. 
   1,488.50 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
   90.00 MATERIAL TESTING SERVICES, INC. 

 15.55 MCGREW-SPURGEON/KATIE 
  2,866.61 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 
  5,685.77 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 

10.00 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 
 50.10 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 

  4,389.54 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 
1,258.04 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC. 

  1,679.12 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
   1,727.50 MOBERG/DON 
   822.15 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 

 9,825.15 MOTOROLA 
   27.75 MRACHEK/KRIS 
   20.00 MURIE/JUDY 
   288.98 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
   55.00 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 

 70.00 ND ASSN OF CO. SUPERINTENDENTS 
 8,390.56 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 

  1,350.00 ND CHAPTER OF APCO 
  50.00 ND DEPT. OF TRUST LANDS 
  110.00 ND POST BOARD 

   150.00 ND SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 
 4,534.71 ND SECRETARY OF STATE 

  200.00 ND SHERIFF'S & DEPUTIES ASSN. 
 30.00 ND STATE BONDING FUND 

  22,500.00 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY 
  147.00 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 

 1,737.27 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
  182.93 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 

   815.97 NETWORK IMAGING 
   575.00 NILLES LAW FIRM 
   31.08 NORGARD/CAROL 
   493.66 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 

 1,794.00 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 
7,331.07 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

  1,016.86 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
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80.22 OASIS GREENHOUSE 
   1,799.00 OPTICS PLANET INC. 
   697,782.00 PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

 243.24 PELTON/JOLYNN 
   315.00 PENNINGTON/GREG 
   70.54 PITNEY BOWES INC. 
   94.78 POSITIVE ID INC. 
   2,688.26 POWERPLAN 
   587.64 PRAXAIR 

    4,468.84 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 
  414.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 

   140.08 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 
19.98 REIMAN PUBLICATIONS 

  121.18 RESPOND SYSTEMS 
   1,327.84 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 
   65,059.57 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 

  627.90 ROLFSRUD/NANCY 
   658.50 ROOS/LANAE 
   26,395.00 S & S MOTORS 
   848.44 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
   130.00 SBAND(STATE BAR ASSN. OF ND) 

 5,396.62 SETINA MFG. CO., INC. 
  207.90 SEVEN SEAS INN & CONFERENCE CENTER 

 894.25 SORENSON/DESIREE 
   86.70 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 

 69.30 SPRINGHILL SUITES BY MARRIOTT 
 201.40 STEIN'S INC. 

   269.10 STEVE'S TOOLS LLC 
   62.98 STREICHER'S 
   1,948.73 TASC-CLIENT INVOICES 

  110.00 THOMAS & THOMAS 
   38.85 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 

  249.66 THORNE/CALLI 
   200.00 TOTAL SAFETY COMPANY 

  4,863.93 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
  1,166.96 TRANE U.S. INC. 

   398.00 TRINITY HOSPITALS 
   100.00 U S POSTMASTER 
   298.91 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 

  442.00 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 
  898.89 VEEDER/EUGENE 

   3,780.01 VISA 
    202,188.00 W & A WOLD MINERALS TRUST 

  2,051.57 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 
 3,490.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 
 172.00 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 
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2,898.00 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF 
  48.84 WEBER/BETTY 

   379.26 WEHRI/DENISE 
   81,152.45 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 

  922.00 WESTERN DENT LLC 
   4,594.30 WESTERN TIRE INC. 
   3,589.45 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 

  258.00 WHITE BANNER UNIFORM SHOP 
 12,250.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 
 668.04 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 

  33.30 WISNESS/PAUL 
   423.14 WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE 

 3,223.00 XEROX CORPORATION 
  714.32 YELLOWSTONE RECREATION CENTER 

 302,940.64 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 
  5,886.33 3-D SPECIALTIES 

    



117 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 3, 2012 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on July 3, 3012.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Wold 
and County Planner Hadley.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to approve the minutes, the Treasurer’s report and the bills as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Wayne Biberdorf, ND Energy Impact Coordinator discussed oil impacts to 
McKenzie County. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the biennial certification 
of township road miles to the State Treasurer reporting 387.09 miles of organized 
township roads and 722 miles of unorganized township roads. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
  
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to appoint Leif Jellesed to the Water 
Resource District Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to execute a division order with 
XTO Energy Inc. for the Bear Den State 02-36H located in Sections 35 & 36 T149N 
R96W.  
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the NRG service 
agreement from July 1, 2012 till June 30, 2013 in the amount of $5,380.00/month. This 
will include PC replacement installs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve a WAWSA pipeline 
easement located in IT’s 496 & 1637 PT Lot 1 Section 30 T150N R98W.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to accept the fuel bid from Rolfson Oil 
for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Mark Koeser reported on upcoming projects and the need for employees.  
Koeser is currently working with the Sheriff’s office as three windshields have been shot 
out of equipment parked at the county shop in the last two weeks. 
 
 It was agreed to lower the speed limit and place a 50 ton weight limit on the 
bridge located on County Road 38, and to post 25 mph speed limit signs on portions of 
County Road 30. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to bid the purchase and installation 
of a scale at the landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to accept the bid from Selland 
Construction for Gravel Project 4 for portions of County Roads 45 & 57.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve Heartland Engineering 
contracts for the 2012 Gravel Projects 1, 2, 3 & 4.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 1:00 p.m. the Elk Ridge Subdivision Hearing began with no one appearing in 
opposition to the subdivision plat.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve 
the subdivision plat with wording on the plat stating that no county road services will be 
provided to the subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The subdivision resolution 
will be published twice in the paper, July 11 and July 18, 2012. 
 
 Tax Director Lovaas presented the estimated Vanguard reappraisal costs.  
Lovaas will meet with the Township officers on Thursday, July 5, 2012 to discuss the 
proposed costs to the townships.   

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve Lovaas to offer the 

Assistant Tax Director position to Dana Wahus with a starting salary of $35,000.00 with 
a $1,000.00 increase for each successful passing of a certification test.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Tax Director Lovaas and Planner Hadley presented their concerns with the 

current temporary housing permit fee and asked the Commission to reconsider the 
previous rate of $1.50 per square foot.   

 
Representatives/developers presented a plat for the proposed Longview 

Subdivision located in Section 16 T150N R101W.  Moved by Anderson and seconded 
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by Cayko to move forward with the proposed plat with wording that no county road 
services will be provided and to hold a public hearing at the August 7, 2012 meeting 
beginning at 1:00 p.m.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Johnathan Lowry presented a plat for the proposed Alexander Energy Park 
Subdivision which had previously been known as “A” Butte Subdivision located in W1/2 
of Section 17 T150N R101W.  The approaches have been approved with DOT.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve moving forward with the proposed plat 
with wording that no county road services will be provided and to hold a public hearing 
at the August 7, 2012 meeting beginning at 1:15 p.m.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve approach permits to 
Ashley Solem, Burlington Resources, Darrel Minow, GT Investments, Howdy Lawlar, 
Marty & Cheryl Grantier, Murex Petroleum, Peter Skedsvold, Steve & Lori Solem, 
Teresa Welding and Shawn & Stephanie Ray and utility permits to Brigham Oil & Gas, 
Hiland Operating, LLC, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc., Oneok Midstream, and SM 
Energy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Steve Circle, Tri State Consulting Engineers Inc. represented his clients 
concerning approach permits along 125th Ave NW in Section 19 T149N R98W.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve a total of 4 approaches on the east 
side of the development and 3 on the west side.  Following discussion a roll call vote 
was taken with Commissioners Anderson, Chinn and Cayko voting aye, Commissioner 
Patten voting nay and Commissioner Lawlar absent from voting.  Motion carried. 
 
 Planner Hadley presented the proposed building permit fees.  Moved by Cayko 
and seconded by Lawlar to approve the fee schedule as presented with the exception of 
changing the temporary housing fee to $150.00 per unit.  Motion carried with Anderson 
voting nay. 
 
 The Commission instructed State’s Attorney Johnson to send an eviction notice 
to the McDonalds as they are no longer employed with the county and cannot stay in 
the county employee housing. 
 
 Johnson presented a Warranty Deed for Taylor Ag Service property, IT 1765 in 
Section 17 T150N R98W for the chairman’s signature as Taylor Ag Services, Inc. made 
final payment in full on the property. 
 
 Johnson discussed Public Domain Royalty issues and the Roadless Lawsuit. 
Svihovec presented Johnson with the requested Little Missouri River Crossing records. 
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 States Attorney Johnson called for executive session.  Chairman Chinn declared 
executive session at 3:49 p.m. to discuss a personnel issue and county owned 
minerals. The session was recorded and ended at 4:03 p.m. 
 
 Jake Kasza, Continental Resources addressed abandoning the section line 
located in the S1/2 Section 35 T152N R99W.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Lawlar to approve the easement from Murie’s on the north side of the section line as 
access for the portion of the section line that will be closed.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  A public hearing will be held on August 7, 2012 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
 Lloyd Clock presented a joint powers agreement for Next Generation 911 
Purchasing/Service as recommended by Terry Traynor, NDACo. Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to approve the proposal as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Leroy DeFoe expressed his concern with filter socks coming into the landfill.  The 
current fine is $1,000.00 and this remains an issue, he felt the fine should be increased.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to assess $1,000.00 for the first sock and 
$250.00 for each additional sock.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Patten discussed the legal counsel proposal for the Planning and Zoning Board 
with Johnson and Sundeen.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to retain Ari 
Johnson with Johnson & Sundeen for Planning & Zoning Board legal counsel at an 
hourly rate of $250 until zoning ordinances are in place followed by 6 month contract 
rate of $5,000/month retainer plus $250 per hour after 20 hours.  The contract is to be 
reviewed after 6 months.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded Lawlar to approve Planner Hadley’s request 
to hire Marcie Ponce a secretary for the planning and zoning department at a salary of 
$35,000.00.  Ponce will be eligible for employee housing if it is available.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The board discussed a proposal of salary increases for 2013.  A 5% increase 
was recommended. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to approve concurrence and 
acceptance of both EIIO Grants for Law Enforcement Center Remodel ($800,000.00) 
and the Landfill ($1,206,498.00).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the Uniform County 
Permit Agreement for a four year period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board will reconvene at 2:00 on July 17, following the planning and zoning 
public meeting. 

July 17, 2012 
 

Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten and Auditor Svihovec and 
Deputy Auditor Wold attended the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning Public 
Meeting which began at 12:30 p.m. at the McKenzie County Courthouse Meeting Room 
located in Watford City, North Dakota.  With approximately 25 people in attendance 
Gene Buresh, Roosevelt-Custer Regional Council, outlined the difference between the 
comprehensive plan and the zoning ordinances along with the process to be followed.  
The meeting was then open for discussion. 

Following a short break the commission reconvened at 2:02 p.m. in the 
Commission Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse. 

The agenda was amended to include comment to an application for trust 
acquisition of the Figure Four Ranch by the Three Affiliated Tribes. 

It was agreed to increase Greg Skurupey’s wages to $16.00/hour beginning July 
22, 2012 as he has agreed to fill in at the landfill for a short time. 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded purchasing a 2010 Chevy Silverado LT 4x4 
for use in the Planning Department and a 2010 GMC Sierra 4x4 to be used by the 
Water Resource Department and to take the 2007 Ford Expedition and 2008 Ford F150 
to auction to be sold by S & S Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Cayko moved and Patten seconded purchasing a copier from Gaffaney’s of 
Williston to be located in the Planning and Zoning Department.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded approving the name change on the beer and 
liquor license issued to Cary and Darlene Garmann be changed to Outsiders Bar and 
Grill LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Cayko moved and Lawlar seconded offering Blue Cross Blue Shield Vision Plan 
#119 and Dental Plan #519 to the County Employees with the County paying 100% of a 
single premium and 85% of the family premium on both plans.  Roll call vote:  Cayko- 
aye, Lawlar – aye, Patten – aye and Chinn voting nay.  Motion carried. 
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Following discussion on the trust acquisition of the Figure Four Ranch by the 
Three Affiliated Tribes it was agreed a letter will be drafted for review at the August 7th 
meeting. 

Engineer Greer and Commissioner Chinn will finalize the position description for 
the landfill manager position and provide it to Executive Group for assistance in hiring. 

The Commission approved Jerry Samuelson’s request to accompany area 
veterans to Washington DC for the 30th Anniversary of the Vietnam Memorial. 

Via telephone State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson addressed a request from 
Williams County State’s Attorney for aerial mosquito control.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the agreement with an amendment stating that Watford 
City will indemnify the County of any claims.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The Commission approved recommendations from Captain John Fulwider 
regarding fines for infractions on county park property as follows: First offense is 
$100.00; second offense is a Class B Misdemeanor and $500.00 fine.  Fulwider also 
recommends no discharge of firearms at any county park recreation area, including 
hunting.  Signs will be ordered with the following for Arnegard Dam:  No Overnight 
Camping, No Discharge of Firearms, No Glass Bottles, and Recreation Area Closed 
from 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. (by order of McKenzie County Park Board). 

The meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 

At 5:30 p.m. Commissioners Chinn, Patten and Lawlar and Auditor Svihovec 
attended a second session of the Planning and Zoning Public Meeting which followed 
the same format as the 12:30 p.m. session. 

 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman  

 
 

95.60 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 
  170.70 AT&T 

   355.30 CENTURY LINK 
  41.65 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

 64,943.40 EIDE FORD 
  646.85 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

33,818.63 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 
1,500.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 

 95.97 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 
2,265.76 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
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3,930.35 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
8,090.37 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

 28.50 NEMONT 
   5,858.29 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 

56.00 U S POSTMASTER 
  2,189.72 VERIZON WIRELESS 
  406.02 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 

625,594.25 JUNE 22ND PAYROLL 
 3,408.76 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
 66.60 ADAMS/SHEILA 

  1,753.92 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 
64.00 AG WEEK 

   658.52 AMAN/KELSEY 
  166.50 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 

 80.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
 48.31 ARNEGARD/STACY 

  287.46 AUTO ELECTRIC SALES-GPS ZONE 
794.04 BADLANDS HARDWARE 

 605.77 BAKER & TAYLOR 
  1,206.68 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 

101.08 BARRETT PHARMACY 
 4,207.05 BAUMAN/BARBARA 

  233,156.95 BECHTOLD PAVING INC. 
 225.84 BOOMTOWN QUICK LUBE 
 775,049.51 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 
 18,810.00 BROCK WHITE COMPANY, LLC 
 136,087.50 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 
 212.96 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
 229.80 CAYKO/RICHARD 

  49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
  1,143.75 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
  244.42 CHARM-TEX,INC. 
  199.80 CHINN/ROGER 
  69.00 COMFORT INN 
  2,288.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 

4.00 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
 1,020.00 CSND-WILLISTON REGION 
 486.59 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
 562.00 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
 207.90 DOUBLEWOOD INN 

  1,803.76 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 
403.80 EMERGENCY AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

2,953.75 ENVIRONMENTAL & CIVIL SOLUTIONS, LLC 
1,507.50 EPIC ENGINEERING 

  515.00 FARMERS UNION INSURANCES 
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45.00 FICKEN/MICHAEL 
  93.24 FLAGEN/DARYL 
  5,016.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 

 509.88 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 
 2,758.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
 1,496.40 GAFFANEY'S 

  606.55 GEMPLER'S INC. 
  27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 

80,994.87 GRAVEL PRODUCTS INC. 
 3,535.05 HADLEY/WALTER 

  71.04 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 
  896.14 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
  340.95 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 

 101.60 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 
 9.00 HOLTE/KAREN L. 

  17.59 HOME OF ECONOMY 
 653.26 HORIZON RESOURCES 
 42.82 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY 
 312.30 HUTTER REPAIR 

  48.84 HYSTAD/CHARLIE 
  30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

860.00 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
79,935.87 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 

 175.56 INTERSTATE TESORO 
 38.85 IVERSON/DICK 

  287.44 JACK'S STORE 
  69.99 JAMESTOWN SUPER 8 MOTEL 

 10,814.71 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 
 524.10 JOHNSRUD/ANN 

  138.60 KELLY INN 
  661.50 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

20,804.99 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
15.00 LASS/KOREY 

  203.13 LEISETH/LYLE 
  8.33 LERVICK/JEROME 
  6,995.21 LUND OIL, INC. 
  525.62 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
  993.00 M&A SERVICES INC. 
  509.24 MCGREW-SPURGEON/KATIE 

 539.37 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 
5,222.64 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 

 416.90 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 
15.00 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 
64.67 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE 

1,970.87 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 
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138.65 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
  370.50 MON-KOTA INC. 
  26.67 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 

55.50 MRACHEK/KRIS 
  44.40 MRACHEK/RAYMOND 

 20.00 MURIE/JUDY 
  17.97 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
  860.96 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 

 100.00 ND COUNTY RECORDERS ASSOCIATION 
30.00 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 172.48 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 
 165.00 ND STATE AUDITOR'S OFFICE 
 10.00 ND STATE BONDING FUND 
 1,737.64 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
 150.00 NILLES LAW FIRM 

  116.35 NORDBY/LORI 
  31.08 NORGARD/CAROL 
  1,905.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

 419.90 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
  599.96 OLSON/FRANCES M. 
  2,097,102.13 PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

1,020.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 
  1,308.65 PATTEN/DALE 
  1,693.62 PITNEY BOWES 
  55.56 POSITIVE ID INC. 
  3,722.94 POWERPLAN 
  352.43 PRAXAIR 

   62.00 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 
 8,310.00 QUEEN CITY MOTORS INC. 
 183.99 QUILL CORPORATION 
 174.00 RADISSON HOTEL 

  80.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 
  75,854.05 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 

 18.00 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 
 900.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 
 11,750.04 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 
 27.75 ROLFSRUD/NANCY 

  3,758.78 RON'S ELECTRIC 
  10,756.55 ROOSEVELT-CUSTER REGIONAL COUNCIL 

72.00 ROUNDUP/THE 
  1,462.44 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
  1,023.00 SIGN SHOP/THE 
  190.47 STEIN'S INC. 
  701.98 TALK TIME WIRELESS 

 2,154.00 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 
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569.63 THORNE/CALLI 
  1,436.00 TRANE U.S. INC. 
  179.70 U-HAUL 

   149.00 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 
 188.75 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 
 797.45 UPPER MISSOURI DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT 

1,702.29 VISA 
   184.84 WAHUS/DANA 

  3,994.20 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 
4,850.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 

189.75 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 
169.52 WEHRI/DENISE 

  48,169.51 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 
 6,106.84 WESTERN TIRE INC. 

  581.87 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
 7,650.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

213.54 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 
 101.60 WISNESS/PAUL 

  46.62 WOLD/DANA 
  388,875.48 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 

 424.55 ZUBKE/DENTON B. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 7, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on August 7, 2012.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Wold, 
Planner Hadley, Emergency Manager Samuelson and Engineer Greer were also in 
attendance.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Safety concerns within the 
Courthouse were also discussed. 
 
 Grantier presented a proposal for Tobacco Gardens Recreation Area playground 
equipment which she had also presented to the Park Board for consideration.  Moved 
by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve McKenzie County as the sponsoring 
agency for this project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Emergency Manager Samuelson requested to extend Jenny Rogness’ 
employment with McKenzie County to digitize the Veterans Service records.  It was 
agreed to approve Samuelson’s request and offer Rogness $10.00/hour and allow for 4 
hours per day.  She will also help in other departments as needed. 
 

Upon review of the bills, Cayko moved and Patten seconded approving the bills, 
minutes and Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
  Following discussion on the Three Affiliated Tribes Trust Acquisition of the Figure 
Four Ranch, it was moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to object to the trust 
acquisition for the same reasons as Dunn County and to include in the objection the 
County owned easement for a portion of the road and the maintenance of the road.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Anderson reported on the Human Resource position interviews which were jointly 
conducted by McKenzie and Dunn County.  It was agreed to offer a salary of 
$80,000.00 per year, with Dunn County being responsible for 40% of the wages and 
travel from Watford City to Dunn County as Watford City is the base work station.   A 
County vehicle will not be offered for this position at this time.  Moved by Anderson and 



130 
 

seconded by Cayko to offer the Human Resource position to Denise Griffin.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve the Grassy Butte 
Community Club raffle permit request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Chinn appointed Commissioners Anderson and Cayko to serve on the 
Healthcare Advisory Committee. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve an off sale beer and 
Sunday sales application for Thorp Beer Co. Motion carried with Lawlar voting nay.  
Blue Buttes Township consented to this application. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to accept the Rolfson Oil fuel bid for all 
fuels in all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 The Board approved the proposal from Beard Construction to replace two 
windows in the Recorder’s Office. 
 
 A Road Department report was given by Engineer Greer and Mark Koeser.  
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Anderson to lower the speed limit to 35 mph on non-
paved county roads and 45 mph on paved county roads.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
No changes will be made to speed limits posted lower than 45 mph on paved county 
roads. 
 
 Design changes have been made to the Rolla Corner road project.  The project 
needs to be staked and all easements need to be signed prior to the start of the project. 
It was agreed if issues cannot be resolved the project will be put on hold or even 
dropped.  
 
 Greer reported the 2011 Park Construction projects have been completed and 
gave an update on the 2012 gravel projects.   
 
 The landfill scale bid opening was postponed until 4:30 p.m. today. 
 
 Greer and Wenck discussed issues with obtaining land from the State Land 
Department for landfill expansion due to a pipeline which would need to be relocated.  
The estimated cost to relocate the line would be $350,000.00. 
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 Following lunch break the meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with Commissioner 
Lawlar absent. 
 
 Representatives from the Heritage Park requested funding to assist with moving 
the old train depot building to the park.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Patten to 
contribute $25,000.00 toward the project and suggest the City of Watford City be 
approached for the balance of the funding needed.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Lundin reported that Heritage Days are set for September 15th. 
 
 The Longview Subdivision hearing was held at 1:10 p.m.  The proposed 
subdivision is located in Section 16 T149N R99W.  Concerns were expressed regarding 
construction of subdivisions starting prior to final approval by the County and also the 
presence of noxious weeds on adjacent land.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to publish the notice of resolution to establish Longview Subdivision with the 
understanding that the final plat will indicate that no county road services will be 
provided.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The written resolution is on file at the County 
Auditor’s Office and will be published in the McKenzie County Farmer. 
  
 The Upper Missouri District Health Public Hearing was held at 1:15 p.m. No 
public comments were offered. 
 
 The Alexander Energy Park Subdivision hearing was held at 1:15 p.m. The 
proposed subdivision is located in Section 17 T150N R101W.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to publish the notice of resolution to establish the Alexander Energy 
Park Subdivision with the understanding that the final plat will indicate that no county 
road services will be provided.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The written resolution is 
on file at the County Auditor’s Office and will be published in the McKenzie County 
Farmer. 
 
 The Continental Resources Inc. Section Line Abandonment Hearing was held 
beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve a 
resolution to discontinue a portion of section line in Section 35 T152N R99W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  The resolution is on file at the County Auditor’s office and will be 
published in the McKenzie County Farmer. 
 
 JD DeMorrett, Oasis Petroleum requested a hearing to abandon a portion of 
section line in Section 4, T150N, R103W per furnished plat.  The public hearing was 
scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on September 5, 2012. 
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 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to allow temporary use of the 
section line located in Section 7 Lot 4 (SW1/4SW1/4) and Section 18 Lot 1 
(NW1/4NW1/4) T150N R104W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Planner Hadley presented a preliminary plat for Stone Meadows Subdivision 
located in Lot 12, Section 6 T152N R101W.  The public hearing is scheduled for 
September 5, 2012 beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
  
 Planner Hadley also presented a preliminary plat for Antelope Hills Subdivision 
located in Lot 13 & 14 in SW ¼ of Section 6, T152N R101W.  The public hearing is 
scheduled for September 5, 2012 beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Doug Bolken presented the approach and utility permit applications for approval.  
The Board authorized Bolken to approve utility permits and approach permits that are 
not for residential or commercial development but reserved the discretion to approve 
applications that Bolken brings to the Board for consideration. Bolken will provide the 
Board with a list of approach and utility permits which he has approved along with any 
for the Board’s consideration. 
 
 Planner Hadley presented an outline of the building permits at this time.  
Discussion was also held on the upcoming Township Association Meeting at which 
Hadley will request written approval from the organized townships for the county to 
issue all building permits. 
 
 Charissa Remus-Kvande, BCI Northwest Narcotics Task Force approached the 
Board requesting funding for a full time Narcotics Task Force staff person for McKenzie 
County.  The Board approved the $65,659.82 that would be needed to include the 
match funds. This does not include equipment or vehicles.  
 
 Watford City Mayor Sanford and Chief of Police Herfindahl and Assistant State’s 
Attorney Johnson along with several McKenzie County Deputies discussed dispatch 
issues along with the lack of office and jail cell space.  Lloyd Clock will contact State 
Radio to address taking over the 911 dispatching.  Lloyd will also complete paperwork 
to apply for grant money to purchase a cad system to be used in the vehicles.   The 
County and City will continue to work to find a joint resolution to the discussed 
problems. 
 
 John Fulwider addressed the deputies not being compensated for hours worked 
between 160 and 171 when overtime compensation is paid.  Moved by Patten and 
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seconded by Anderson to approve compensation for straight time for deputies’ hours 
over 160 up to 171 hours effective this pay period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Doug Bolken reviewed the approach and utility permits.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to approve utility permits to Bridger Pipeline, LLC, Brigham Oil and 
Gas, LP, Denbury, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc., Oneok Midstream LLC, 
Reservation Telephone and Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC. and to approve approach 
permits to Brigham Oil & Gas, Newfield Production Co, SM Energy, Jay Scolnick, 
Virtucon Properties, Continental Resources, Inc., Robert Trupe, Triangle USA 
Petroleum Corporation, SCL 58-1 LLC, City of Watford City, Glenn Wahus, Rick Holm, 
Roger Foley, North Dakota Properties, LLC, Mark Pantaleone, Murex Petroleum, Jason 
Marmon, Rory Maynard, and Hess Corporation as presented and to hold the 
applications from Auto Properties Solutions and Kari Andren.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   
 
 At 6:15 p.m. the meeting recessed until August 15th at 1:00 p.m. 
 

August 15, 2012 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on August 15, 2012 at 1:00 p.m.  
Commissioners present were:  Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. 
 
 Commissioner Chinn updated the Board on the Landfill Manager interviews 
which Commissioner Cayko also participated in.  They will be conducting further 
interviews for this position. 
 
 Jay Fillingham, Hess Corporation reported that the Hess Land Department has 
agreed to release the pipeline easement to the State Land Department located in NE 
Section 36 T150N R100W. The County will work with Hess on capping the line if it is 
determined this is needed. 
 
 The Board agreed to reject the bid received for the Landfill Scale.  Installation of 
the scale will be looked at again next year.  
 
 The 2013 road projects were discussed and prioritized.  At this time the priorities 
are as follows:  Route 16 (Cartwright North), Route 50, Route 16 (7 miles), and Route 
53.   
 



134 
 

 Discussion was held on the offer made on the HR Director position.  The Board 
agreed to remain at the offer of $80,000.00/year and fifteen days of vacation with the 
understanding that the prior planned vacation in December would be leave without pay. 
  

Kevin Sullivan along with the new District Ranger Jay Frederick joined the 
meeting.  Discussed gravel maintenance being done on Charlie Bob Road which is 
being funded by Continental.  States Attorney Johnson will prepare a letter approving 
the work, including the stipulation that the work must meet county road specifications.  
Greer will provide a list of all Forest Service ERFA projects to Johnson.   
 
 Patsy Levang voiced her concerns with the planning and zoning process 
currently taking place in McKenzie County and requested the Board to consider waiving 
the building permit fees for nonprofit school and churches and to slow down the zoning 
ordinance process.  Commissioner Patten outlined the time frame of approving building 
code and the building permit schedule.  The Planning and Zoning Commission felt that 
the Building Permit policies will fall under the County Commission.  It was agreed to 
table Levang’s request until further information can be obtained.  The Building 
Department reported on building permits use and purpose. 
 
 States Attorney Johnson updated the Commission on issues he is currently 
working on.   The Board met in executive session from 3:28 p.m. until 3:36 p.m. to 
discuss staffing, jail cell availability, and prisoner transport. 
 
 Katie Moch, Eide Bailly and Treasurer Grantier reported on the McKenzie County 
audit which is currently being done.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to 
authorize Auditor Svihovec to retain an outside accounting firm to compile the required 
Water Resource District records in order to complete the 2011 audit.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Chairman Chinn and Commissioner Patten will meet with Water Board 
representatives following receipt of a letter from Eide Bailly. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve adding a line locator 
position for the Water Resource District with a starting wage of $32,000.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board approved County Agent Calli Thorne’s request to staff Marcia 
Hellandsaas full time in McKenzie County for 2013. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m.  
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_______________________________  _________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman 
 

151.39 AT&T 
357.76 CENTURY LINK 

42.11 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
516.80 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
94.32 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 

2,808.57 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
4,489.90 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
5,549.28 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

30,832.50 ND GAME & FISH DEPT. 
141.89 ND STATE TREASURER 

28.50 NEMONT 
4,052.16 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 

49,000.00 S & S MOTORS 
2,457.81 VERIZON WIRELESS 
5,050.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 

453.91 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 
667,179.45 JULY 27TH PAYROLL 

4,524.00 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS 
64,800.98 MOTOROLA 

33.05 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMMR. 
59.00 ACCUSOURCE INC. 

4,134.38 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
1,828.26 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 

148,000.00 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 
95.60 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 

822.71 AMAN/KELSEY 
143.25 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 

3,800.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
595.12 BADLANDS HARDWARE 

1,351.02 BAKER & TAYLOR 
150.49 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
185.88 BARRETT PHARMACY 

2,509.65 BAUMAN/BARBARA 
2,196.50 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 

1,285,164.32 BECHTOLD PAVING INC. 
327.98 BIG BOYS TOYS 

1,582.31 BIOLOGICAL CONTROL OF WEEDS INC. 
67.16 BOOMTOWN QUICK LUBE 

1,813,027.23 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 
149.10 BORDER STEEL 
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120.00 BROCK WHITE COMPANY, LLC 
262,765.13 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 

29.50 BUTTONS BY FISH 
623.50 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 
175.88 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
229.80 CAYKO/RICHARD 

49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
462.61 CENEX FLEETCARD 

1,439.11 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
239.76 CHINN/ROGER 
597.30 CLOCK/LLOYD 

2,288.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 
469.11 CRAIG'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 

95,659.40 CRETEX CONCRETE PRODUCTS MIDWEST, INC. 
1,117.46 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 

74.90 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 
649.00 DATA SPEC INC. 

99.99 DEFOE/DIANE 
1,191.21 EAGLE COUNTRY FORD, INC. 
6,606.42 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 
1,428.57 EMERGENCY AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

27.75 ENDERLE/ANDREA 
1,955.91 ENVIRONMENTAL & CIVIL SOLUTIONS, LLC 

10,348.75 EPIC ENGINEERING 
1,047.59 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 
2,411.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 

176.75 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
559.23 GAFFANEY'S 
373.95 GALLS INCORPORATED 

1,099.74 GEMPLER'S INC. 
500.00 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 

1,230.00 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 
8.95 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT 

27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 
493.43 HADLEY/WALTER 
656.74 HAWELU/JENNIFER 

24.98 HEALTHY COOKING 
140,122.48 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 

274.31 HEDAHL'S INC. 
949.96 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 
650.46 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 

1,783.21 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
500.00 HOFFART/CAROL 
163.77 HOME OF ECONOMY 
109.10 HORIZON RESOURCES 
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87.99 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY 
838.65 ID CARDS UNLIMITED 
156.45 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

116,496.05 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 
918.56 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS 

2,562.26 JACK & JILL 
573.66 JACK'S STORE 

10,612.31 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 
806.50 JOHNSRUD/ANN 
168.72 KIESON/CAROL 

2,303.42 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
42.99 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

393.62 L.Y. RURAL ELECTRIC ASSN. INC. 
340.19 LARSON COMPANIES 
201.01 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 

91.93 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 
11,259.03 LUND OIL, INC. 

1,861.11 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
255.83 MCGREW-SPURGEON/KATIE 

1,013.18 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 
780.82 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 

6,236.15 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 
35.00 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 

1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
1,128.58 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE 
2,796.13 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 

100.00 MEYER'S DEPT. STORE 
2,075.32 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 

256.00 MOBILE AUTO GLASS PRO 
50.00 MONJORES STUDIO HAIR DESIGN 
19.98 MOODY/JOSHUA T 

348.23 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 
2,196.00 MOTOROLA 

31.08 MRACHEK/RAYMOND 
20.00 MURIE/JUDY 

1,531.05 MURPHY MOTORS 
194.28 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
360.00 ND ASSN. OF ASSESSING OFFICERS 
868.11 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 

4,000.00 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. 
14,233.60 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 

169.50 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 
450.00 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 
480.00 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
200.60 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
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908.49 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
602.00 NDSU EXTENSION PESTICIDE PROGRAM 
814.43 NETWORK IMAGING 

30.00 NORDBY/LORI 
30.00 NORTH DAKOTA HORIZONS 

195,623.91 NORTH STAR ENERGY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 
70.00 NORTH WINDS LODGE 

131.50 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 
12,953.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

524.25 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
2,385,974.88 PARK CONSTRUCTION COMPANY 

235.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 
2,460.32 PATTEN/AUSTIN R 

106,744.64 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 
491.34 PRAXAIR 

55.00 PRIA 
1,179.68 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 

138.60 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE 
10,850.00 RDO EQUIPMENT COMPANY 

105.00 REDS FIXIT SHOP LLC 
164.90 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 

22.20 REIL/DOROTHY 
567.45 RESPOND SYSTEMS 
345.00 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 

50.00 ROLES/KRISTY 
85,252.36 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 
22,077.00 ROLFSON/DAVID 

310.20 ROOS/LANAE 
7,849.14 ROOSEVELT-CUSTER REGIONAL COUNCIL 

144.00 ROUNDUP/THE 
3,427.15 S & S MOTORS 

642.89 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
86.70 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 

191.35 STATE INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTS 
201.40 STEIN'S INC. 
434.50 STEVE'S TOOLS LLC 

6,793.99 STREICHER'S 
368.25 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 

25.00 TALK TIME WIRELESS 
11,484.05 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 

38.85 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 
581.47 THORNE/CALLI 

37.21 THORSRUD SUPPLY CO., INC. 
1,105.72 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
6,150.40 TRAFFIC SAFETY SERVICES, INC. 
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317.00 ULTRAMAX 
85.09 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERAIVE 

415.28 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 
53.87 UPPER MISSOURI DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT 

3,143.92 VEEDER/EUGENE 
2,295.37 VISA 

155.00 WAHUS/DANA 
1,189.50 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 

230.00 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 
9,066.61 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
6,150.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

25.00 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 
33.30 WISNESS/PAUL 

1,760.38 XEROX CORPORATION 
371,366.04 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 

846.46 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 5, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 5, 2012.  Present:  Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Dale Patten, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Wold and Planner Hadley.  Commissioner Lawlar absent.  Chairman Chinn called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Patten to accept the Treasurer’s report, the minutes and the bills as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Tax Director Lovaas updated the Board on the townships and cities responses to 
the proposed Vanguard reappraisal.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to 
contract with Vanguard to do a reappraisal of the entire county.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Lovaas will work with Vanguard for an updated contract. 

 
Svihovec explained that upon inspection of County records the following 

properties require transfer by Quit Claim Deed based on previously satisfied liens:   Lot 
4, Block 1, Second Addition to Alexander, containing 0.2101 acres, more or less and Lot 
2, Block 1, Second Addition to Alexander, containing 0.2101 acres, more or less. Moved 
by Patten and seconded by Anderson to issue the quit claim deeds for the surface and 
minerals for the said properties.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Cayko reported on the Office Assignment Committee’s review of the courthouse 

and current and future office needs. 
 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve changing the name on 

the liquor license issued to Thorp Beer Co. to James E. Tharp.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the McKenzie Electric 

line extension to upgrade the power to the Landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Denise Giffin has accepted the Human Resources position and will be attending 

the next Department Head meeting. 
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Cayko and Chinn reported on the landfill manager interviews.  Moved by Cayko 

and seconded by Anderson to offer the position to Ryan Badten with a starting salary of 
$62,500.00 and the ability to rent a county mobile home.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Doug Bolken presented the approach and utility permit applications for review.  

Discussion was held on West Dakota Water utility crossing application and the Brigham 
Oil approach which will be assessed a fine for installation prior to approval.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve approach permits to Centurion Partners, 
LLC, Chasnline Construction, Dale Carlson, Hunter Light-ND, LLC, Ideal Oilfield 
Disposal LLC, M2 Equity Group, Mountain Plains Properties, LLC, Randall Stevenson, 
Robert Dwyer, Rory Sanford, Scott Burbaum, Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., Brigham Oil 
& Gas, Continental Resources, Inc., Denbury Onshore, LLC, Hunt Oil Company, Kodiak 
Oil & Gas Corp., Liberty Resources, Statoil, Whiting Oil & Gas Corp., and utility permits 
to Denbury, Hess Corporation, Hiland Crude LLC, McKenzie County Water Resource 
District, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc., Oneok Midstream LLC, Reservation 
Telephone Cooperative, and Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC.,  to also place the West 
Dakota Water LLC application on hold for further review.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Upon review of the appraisal from the State Land Department for NW4NW4NE4, 

S2N2NE4, N2S2NE4 Section 36 T150N R100W it was agreed to meet with the Land 
Board to discuss this further. 

 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to apply for the EIIO Grant in the 

amount of $202,000.00 for Emergency Response communication equipment.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
At 10:30 a.m. fuel bids were opened, with only one bid received.  Moved by 

Anderson and seconded by Cayko to accept the Rolfson Oil bid for all fuels at all 
locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mark Koeser expressed concern with the Mork Road.   Moved by Anderson and 

seconded by Patten to approve designating the portion of road from 133rd Ave. 
approximately two miles east to the Mork approach as a minimum maintenance road.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Greer and Anderson reported on their recent meeting 
with Conrad Rolla regarding improvements to the Divide Road.  They were unable to 
come to an agreement so the road project will be put on hold at this time. 
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Anderson, Cayko and Lawlar will be attending the UMDHU Annual Budget 
Meeting on September 6, 2012 at 8:30 a.m. in the Conference Room, 110 W Broadway, 
Williston. 

 
Greer presented a proposal request from the Forest Service for approval of 

improvements to the NFSR #855 (Hovet Road).  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the proposal for improvement contingent upon the existing 
easement remaining in effect.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Greer updated the Board on the survey project on Flat Top Road. 
 
Greer presented an aerial photo and outside measurements for potential 

additions to the courthouse.  The Board discussed ideas and felt that a professional 
architect may need to be consulted prior to any decisions being made. 

 
Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to re-bid the landfill scale.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Following lunch the meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with the section line 

abandonment hearing for Oasis Well Service.  With no public opposition, moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve the resolution to abandon portion of the 
section line description as follows:  A public ingress-egress easement lying 33 feet on 
each side of the following described section centerline:  Commencing at the northwest 
corner of Section 4, Township 150N, Range 103W, 5th P.M., McKenzie County, North 
Dakota; marked with a BLM Aluminum Cap; thence along the north line of said Section 
4, on an azimuth of 89˙ 55’ 00” for a distance of 942.0 feet to the Point of Beginning; 
thence along the north line of said Section 4 on an azimuth of 89˙ 55’ 00” for a distance 
of 657.9 feet to the point of ending.  Total length of said description is 657.9 feet or 40 
rods.  All voting aye, motion carried.  A copy of the resolution is on file at the Auditor’s 
office. 

 
The hearings were held for the Antelope Hills Subdivision and the Stone 

Meadows Subdivision.  With no comments from the public on either subdivision, moved 
by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the resolution for the Antelope Hills 
Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Patten and seconded by 
Anderson to approve the resolution for the Stone Meadows Subdivision.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The resolutions are on file at the Auditor’s office. 

 
Denton Zubke, McKenzie County Water Resource District, reported on the water 

projects including:  System 1, System 2, System 4, the Regional Transmission line and 
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WAWSA.  Zubke reported to the Board that the WRD had reached their debt borrowing 
level maximum of $10 million and is anticipating a debt load of $13 million.  Zubke 
requested approval for the County to set aside $3 million of oil and gas revenues that 
would be dedicated to bond repayment for the Water Resource District.  He also 
reported that the WRD is planning on requesting the legislature to raise the debt limit for 
WRD’s to $50 million, the same as Water Districts.  If successful with that effort, the $3 
million would be released back to the County.  This request will be discussed further at 
the September 11th meeting. 

 
Planner Hadley presented plans for the following subdivisions:  Dakota Meadows 

Subdivision (located in Section 5 T149N R98W), Misty Creek Subdivision (located in 
Section 12, T149N R99W), Misty Creek 1st Addition Subdivision (located in Section 12 
T149N R99W), Prairie Woodlands (located in Section 17 T149N R98W), and Hayden 
Farm Subdivision (located in Sections 15 & 16 T153N R101W).  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to approve all the preliminary plats as presented and to 
advertise the Public Hearing to be held at the October 2nd meeting at 1:00 p.m.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Michael Maddox, NDDOT discussed issues with the state highways in the area. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin, Lloyd Clock and John Fulwider updated the Board on jail space 
issues, prisoner transport, radios, towers, and the City Jail agreement.  The Board 
approved the proposal from NRG for a secured wireless access point system in the 
amount of $8,972.00. 
 
 Several individuals representing True Oil approached the Board requesting 
approval for a well site location to overlap the section line in Lot 3, Section 3, T147N 
R101W.  In order for this request to be considered True Oil will need to file a petition 
signed by six qualified landowners with the county. 
 
 David Johnson and Pat Zorval presented plans for the Ideal Oilfield disposal to 
be located on 80 acres located in Section 9, T150N R99W.  The Board tabled making a 
decision on this project until the setbacks from residences is decided. 
 
 States Attorney Dennis Johnson updated the Board regarding changes to the 
bonding process in order to streamline the time frame, discussed communication with 
C.E. Brooks regarding the roadless lawsuit and potential approval form for work 
performed on county roads on Forest Service land.  The Board asked Johnson to 
provide information regarding a truck regulatory department that would be assigned to 
the Engineer’s office. 
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 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to purchase a 2011 Tahoe in the 
amount of $31,800.00 to be used by the Human Services Department.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to publish the preliminary budget 
and to set the budget hearings for September 19, 2012 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to send a letter to the Bureau of 
Land Management opposing hydraulic fracturing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 6:00 p.m. until Tuesday, September 11, 2012 at 1:00 
p.m. 
 

 
September 11, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 

1:00 p.m. at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 11, 2012.  
Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar, and Patten; Auditor 
Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Wold and Planner Hadley.   

 
Discussion was held on the Water Resource request for $3 million funding.  

Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the request to set aside $3 
million as a deposit to Bank of North Dakota, dedicated to Water Resource District bond 
payment.  Funding will be reviewed after the legislative session to determine if the 
legislature approved raising the debt ceiling limit for Water Resource Districts from $10 
million to $50 million.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 

Discussion was held on a utility permit application from West Dakota Water 
which was not approved at the September 5th meeting.  The Board will request States 
Attorney Dennis Johnson to provide an opinion as to whether the county has legal 
authority to withhold approval of the permit application. 
 
 David Johnson, Ideal Oilfield Disposal (Section 19, T150N R99W) presented a 
map outlining the proximity to local residents of the proposed solid waste landfill.  
Moved by Patten and seconded by Cayko to approve the location for the Ideal Oilfield 
Disposal per the plan presented with the requirement that dust control be on the road 
and the location itself, the pit will be ½ mile away from non-owner residences, no jake 
break signs will be installed and trees will be established on the berm on the east side 
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of the location.  Roll call vote was taken with Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Patten 
voting aye and Chinn voting nay, motion carried. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier explained several options available to address the lack of 
employees in her office.  The Board agreed to suspend the printing of titles at this time 
and to forward any titles received to Bismarck.  Grantier will continue to work with State 
DMV during this transition period.   The Board also agreed to transfer the credit card 
processing over to Municipay. 
 
 Planner Hadley along with Jason vonWeller, Forsgren addressed planning issues 
which included discussion regarding the distance of the pit location for oilfield waste 
disposal sites at least ½ mile from the nearest non-owner residence, an alternative 
design requirement in lieu of state fire codes, recommended contracting or hiring a 
county fire marshal, and possible building exemptions including maintenance, basement 
remodels, agriculture, remodeling, storage sheds less than 200 square feet, tax exempt 
entities, expanding footprint of home and building permit fees and suggested changes 
for lowering the building permit fees. 
 
 Watford City Mayor Brent Sanford along with City Planner Curt Moen and Doug 
Heil presented a proposal for Wolf Run Village which would allow housing for public 
employees and also a daycare for approximately 200 children.  The Commission will 
consider a financial contribution in the future. 
 
 The Board recommended that AE2S prepare a map indicating the recommended 
zoning three miles beyond the City’s serviceable area.  The County will share in the cost 
of the map.  Auditor Svihovec also requested that the City provide the Auditor’s office 
with an updated City map for election purposes. 
 
 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to approve to hire an intermittent 
part time allocation for Social Human Program Service A1 (HPSA1).  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 The Board agreed to send a letter to the NDDOT supporting the City’s preference 
of the bypass route. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 5:05 p.m. until September 19, 2012 beginning at 9:00 
a.m. 
 

September 19, 2012 
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 The following met at 8:15 a.m. at the McKenzie County Courthouse Meeting 
Room to discuss the contracting landfill management services and staffing, Roger 
Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, Auditor Svihovec, Howard Trussell 
(Wenck Associates, Inc.) and Bart Webb (Ideal Landfill Disposal).  Ideal Landfill 
Disposal and Wenck Associates will both prepare proposals for providing the services.  
The meeting recessed at 8:45 a.m. 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
9:00 a.m. at the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 19, 2012.  
Present were Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar, and Patten; Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. 

 
The department requests for budget year 2013 were reviewed and approved as 

the preliminary budget.  Department heads meeting with the Board to review their 
budgets were Treasurer Grantier, Recorder Johnsrud, Clerk of Court Roos, Auditor 
Svihovec, Tax Director Lovaas, GIS Coordinator Jorgenson, Custodian Neer, Sheriff 
Rankin, Captain Fulwider, Superintendent of Schools Kieson, Veteran Service Officer 
Samuelson, Engineer Greer, Weed Control Officer Rolla along with Board Members 
Thompson and Cayko, Human Services Director Sorenson, JDA/Tourism Director 
Veeder, Planner Hadley, Landfill Manager Defoe and Librarian Murie.  

 
The November Commission meeting will be changed to November 1, 2012 

beginning at 9:00 a.m. at the McKenzie County Courthouse. 
 
It was agreed that Commissioner Anderson work with Emergency Manager 

Samuelson to prepare a letter to Walt Pederson (NDDOT) addressing the safety hazard 
at Johnson Corner’s intersection; suggesting a reduced speed limit and possibly 
installing a flashing light. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. until October 2, 2012 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
_____________________________  _________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman 

  
 

95.60 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 
127.50 AT&T 
358.83 CENTURY LINK 

42.67 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
644.45 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
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143,967.30 MANDAREE SCHOOL DIST. #36 
10.00 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 

1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
89.66 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 

901.98 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
4,885.64 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
4,244.99 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

28.50 NEMONT 
4,046.71 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 
2,330.98 VERIZON WIRELESS 
4,650.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 

536.33 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 
613,013.87 AUGUST 24TH PAYROLL 

517.00 ACCUSOURCE INC. 
29,476.26 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
10,247.53 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 

184.43 AMAN/KELSEY 
196.50 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 

1,395.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
40.00 ARNEGARD/STACY 

156.71 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
320.79 BADTEN/RYAN 
824.58 BAKER & TAYLOR 
307.77 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
350.95 BARKER CO./BOB 

12.91 BARRETT PHARMACY 
3,762.00 BAUMAN/BARBARA 

77.00 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 
471.70 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE 

1,943,011.71 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 
569,879.34 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 

1,000.00 BUTTONS BY FISH 
7,271.96 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 

346.50 CANAD INNS 
451.73 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
379.65 CAYKO/RICHARD 

49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
148.07 CENEX FLEETCARD 

2,619.33 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
279.72 CHINN/ROGER 

2,528.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 
10.00 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 

119.64 CRAWFORD/SHILOH 
155.40 CVANCARA/JUDY 
643.96 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
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319.00 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
44.40 DEFOE/LEROY 

120,000.00 DODGE/CLINTON 
294.97 DOORMEN OVERHEAD, LLC 
138.60 DOUBLEWOOD INN 
115.90 EAGLE COUNTRY FORD, INC. 

94,195.39 EBEL INTEGRATORS 
15,000.00 EIDE BAILLY 

52.96 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 
21,724.62 ENVIRONMENTAL & CIVIL SOLUTIONS, LLC 

133.00 FARMERS UNION INSURANCES 
5,493.60 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 

373.25 FICKEN/MICHAEL 
5,033.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 

586.29 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 
699.50 FRONTIER EQUIPMENT 

1,044.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
15.00 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 

8,080.10 GAFFANEY'S 
39.23 GEM CITY MOTORS 

230.50 GEMPLER'S INC. 
27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 
56.12 GRANTIER/CHERYL 
49.00 GREAT PLAINS DIRECTORY SERVICE 
55.60 HADLEY/WALTER 
15.00 HANCOCK/JADIE 
73.26 HAUGEN/LANE 
71.04 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 

198.30 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
53,704.26 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 

441.44 HEDAHL'S INC. 
651.46 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 
101.47 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 

45.00 HOLTE/KAREN L. 
140.97 HYSTAD/CHARLIE 

30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
95,095.87 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 

3,291.54 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS 
38.85 IVERSON/DICK 

159.84 JELLESED/LEIF L. 
10,988.36 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 

30.85 JOHNSTON/DEBORA 
346.50 KELLY INN 

8.56 KOESER/MARK E 
4,413.50 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
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2,059.95 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
54.00 LASS/KOREY 

6.11 LAWLAR/RICHARD 
8.33 LERVICK/JEROME 

13.32 LEWIS/JAY 
342.26 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 

92.95 LUHMAN/SCOTT 
1,804.78 LUND OIL, INC. 

300.03 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
924.00 MAINSTAY SUITES 
134.34 MATHISON CO./THE 
385.43 MCGREW-SPURGEON/KATIE 

2,717.26 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 
2,334.99 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 

25,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. HERITAGE ASSOCIATION 
2,103.40 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE 
3,372.92 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
3,406.02 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 
1,545.00 MIDWEST BUSINESS SYSTEMS 

105.58 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
107.46 MONDAK MOTORSPORTS, INC. 
645.64 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 

34,387.20 MOTOROLA 
55.50 MRACHEK/KRIS 
20.00 MURIE/JUDY 

120.00 NATIONAL ASSOC. OF CO. ENG. 
69.90 NATIONAL PEN COMPANY 

880.65 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 
330.00 ND CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WELFARE 

1,000.00 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
220.00 ND POST BOARD 

2,025.99 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
280.00 NDSU EXTENSION PESTICIDE PROGRAM 
165.00 NEWMAN/DUSTIN B 
187.81 NORDBY/LORI 

31.08 NORGARD/CAROL 
633,460.69 NORTH STAR ENERGY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 

6,988.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
858.81 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
935.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 

89.91 PELTON/JOLYNN 
962,451.13 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 

25.03 POSITIVE ID INC. 
352.43 PRAXAIR 
399.28 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 
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759.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 
74,505.99 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 

25.00 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 
150.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 

25.00 ROLES/KRISTY 
80,671.89 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 

1,706.95 S & S MOTORS 
134.99 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
150.00 SCHMIDT & ASSOCIATES INC. 

17,357.76 SELLAND CONSTRUCTION, INC 
993.08 SORENSON/DESIREE 
140.00 SOUTH DAKOTA LTAP 

86.70 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 
277.20 SPRINGHILL SUITES BY MARRIOTT 
423.26 STEIN'S INC. 
784.90 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. 
235.35 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 

1,340.00 SWENSON INC. 
10.00 TALK TIME WIRELESS 

519.36 TASC-CLIENT INVOICES 
4,584.00 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 

38.85 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 
47.95 THORNE/CALLI 

263.37 TITAN PLUMBING 
35.52 TJELDE/LEE 

4,159.50 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
500.00 TROTTER/JOE 
190.00 U S POSTMASTER 
575.30 ULTRAMAX 
503.59 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 

8,362.16 VISA 
404.05 WAHUS/DANA 
149.50 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 
591.66 WEHRI/DENISE 

91,743.36 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 
3,012.41 WILBUR-ELLIS CO 

14,715.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 
33.30 WISNESS/PAUL 

418,490.13 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 2, 2012 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on October 2, 2012.  Present: 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Planner Hadley, Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m. 
 
 JoLynn Pelton and Ann Johnsrud met with the Board to request the Courthouse 
be closed on November 23rd and December 24th.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by 
Cayko to approve the request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A correction was made to the September 5, 2012 minutes to reflect the County 
received an easement from Lyle and Connie Sponheim for the section line which was 
abandoned in the N1/2 of Section 4, T150N R103W.     
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Anderson to approve the Treasurer’s report, the minutes as corrected and 
the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Lovaas presented the contract for reappraisal services with 
Vanguard Appraisal for Chairman Chinn’s signature.   
 

Emergency Manager Samuelson reported on the Emergency Declaration Burn 
Ban Proclamation.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to extend the burn 
ban declaration which was signed by Chairman Chinn on September 24, 2012.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.   

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve Samuelson’s request for 
Multi-Jurisdictional and Multi-Hazard Mitigation planning guidance.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 Planner Hadley and Jason vanWeller discussed building code amendments and 
zoning policies that are in question.  They voiced their concern for the need of a fire 
marshal.  A meeting will be scheduled with the City of Watford City to discuss the 
possibility of a joint position.   
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 Maggie Youngbear presented the need for flashing signs and speed bumps in 
the Four Bears Community and Mandaree.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Anderson to sponsor Mandaree and Four Bears in the EIIO grant process.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 There was a final review of the 2013 preliminary budget.  Moved by Patten and 
seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolutions addressing the final budget and 
tax levy.   

RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 
FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2013 

 

WHEREAS, this Board did on the 5th day of September 2012, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2013 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 12th day of September 2012 together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 19th day of September 2012, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2013, through 
December 31, 2013, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
 

 
2012 2013 2013 

 
APPROPRIATION REQUEST APPROPRIATION 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
   County Board 170,537.00 174,472.00 189,772.00 

Clerk of District Court 278,985.00 303,131.00 280,954.00 
County Auditor 363,907.00 439,935.00 420,165.00 
County Treasurer 232,185.00 315,547.00 271,651.00 
State's Attorney 165,703.00 210,219.00 215,316.00 
County Recorder 333,847.00 357,997.00 333,521.00 
County Superintendent 79,272.00 86,828.00 91,949.00 
Tax Director 135,273.00 171,530.00 193,282.00 
Planning & Zoning 0.00 555,489.00 569,197.00 
Human Resources 0.00 109,065.00 109,065.00 
GIS Department 88,629.00 92,071.00 94,652.00 
Custodian 164,945.00 222,428.00 229,501.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 156,000.00 185,000.00 185,000.00 
Building Fund 500,000.00 5,000,000.00 2,000,000.00 
Elections 48,750.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 
Landfill 295,043.00 2,085,649.00 2,091,046.00 
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Workforce Safety & 
Insurance 25,000.00 28,700.00 28,700.00 
WSI Medical Expense 500.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Job Service 6,000.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 
Audit Fees 20,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
FS Plan Response 6,000.00 6,000.00 6,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 25,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 
Energy Grants for Third Party 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Rental Property 0.00 65,000.00 65,000.00 
Telephone Service 0.00 720.00 720.00 
Telephone System & 
Maintenance 4,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 15,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 20,000.00 22,000.00 22,000.00 
Postage 20,000.00 22,000.00 22,000.00 
Mailing Machine 5,000.00 5,200.00 5,200.00 
Copier Expense 18,000.00 18,000.00 18,000.00 
Computer Expense 150,000.00 175,000.00 175,000.00 
Miscellaneous 50,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Special Projects 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 1,300,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 60,000.00 50,000.00 50,000.00 
McKenzie County Health 
Care System 0.00 150,000.00 100,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 4,000.00 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Watford City Airport 30,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 5,000.00 0.00 5,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 15,000.00 175,000.00 25,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 13,000.00 13,000.00 13,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 25,000.00 30,000.00 25,000.00 
Tri-County Economic 
Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 61,553.00 67,505.00 58,528.00 
TOTAL GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT $4,610,629.00 $12,345,986.00 $9,402,719.00 

    PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 1,401,549.00 1,820,000.00 1,825,516.00 
County Jail 543,612.00 878,355.00 842,105.00 
County Coroner 14,420.00 24,520.00 24,520.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 40,861.00 46,060.00 47,026.00 
Homeland Security 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Risk Management 
Coordinator 5,343.00 5,651.00 5,913.00 
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McKenzie County Ambulance 116,000.00 116,000.00 116,000.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $2,125,785.00 $2,894,586.00 $2,865,080.00 

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL 
FUND $6,736,414.00 $15,240,572.00 $12,267,799.00 

    TRANSFERS TO OTHER 
FUNDS 

   Road & Bridge $7,000,000.00 $8,500,000.00 $8,500,000.00 
County Agent 100,000.00 100,000.00 100,000.00 
County Weed Control 70,000.00 100,000.00 70,000.00 
Job Development Authority 95,000.00 95,000.00 95,000.00 
County Park 0.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 
Veterans Service 7,500.00 40,000.00 40,000.00 
Water Resource District 218,000.00 230,000.00 230,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $7,490,500.00 $9,095,000.00 $9,065,000.00 
    

GRAND TOTAL- GENERAL 
FUND $14,226,914.00 $24,335,572.00 $21,332,799.00 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads 450,000.00 500,000.00 500,000.00 

County Road & Bridge 36,631,200.00 71,363,641.00 71,536,954.00 
County Human Services 890,198.00 1,084,047.00 1,088,176.00 
Veteran's Services 35,696.00 37,746.00 39,232.00 
County Agent 123,036.00 128,231.00 130,445.00 
County Park 25,645.00 44,345.00 44,345.00 
Public Library 138,249.00 169,385.00 173,380.00 
Social Security 5,155.00 5,550.00 5,800.00 
Water Resource District 261,752.00 290,715.00 286,879.00 
Weed Control 299,995.00 349,265.00 348,815.00 
Job Development Authority 140,926.00 150,859.00 154,485.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 80,000.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 27,000.00 27,000.00 27,000.00 
District Health Unit 70,000.00 70,000.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS $39,186,852.00 $74,308,784.00 $74,493,511.00 
 

      

GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY 
BUDGETS $53,413,766.00 $98,644,356.00 $95,826,310.00 
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RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2012 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 2nd day of October, 2012, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2013, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and  
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on September 
12, 2012, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2012 as heretofore set forth, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance there is hereby 
levied a tax for the year 2012 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $1,393,920.00 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows:   
 County General Fund $ 0.00 
 County Human Services Fund $ 250,000.00 
 County Road & Bridge Fund $ 500,000.00 
 Special Revenue Funds $ 405,920.00 
 Unorganized District Road Fund $ 238,000.00 

All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve a raffle permit to East 
Fairview School.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to approve the purchase of a 2012 
GMC Yukon SLT for Social Services for $31,800 which includes the trade in of Sheriff 
Department 2008 Ford F150 pick-up.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Anderson and seconded by Cayko to continue with Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield as the Third Party Administrator for the County’s self-funded health insurance 
program and to set the monthly funding levels at $610.21 for each Single policy, 
$1,073.95 for each Single plus Dependent policy and $1,586.54 for each Family policy. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to approve Foley Brothers LLC 
proposal of $7,120.00 for courthouse improvements.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to set the minimum sale price on tax 
foreclosure property: $2,500.00 for IT 1288 PT Block 6 Haugens Addition City of 
Arnegard, $51.00 for IT 1754 PT NE1/4SW1/4 Section 11 T149N R101W Antelope 
Creek Township, $100.00 for IT590 in Lot 14 Block 2 Original Townsite City of Watford 
City, $100.00 IT1599 PT Lot 15 Block 2 Original Townsite City of Watford City, 
$7,500.00 for Lot 6 Block 2 Schell & Jarland Addition City of Watford City, $5,000.00 for 
IT1973 PT NW1/4NW1/4 Section 25 T150N R99W 4th District and to set the hearing for 
November 1, 2012 beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

 Fuel bids were opened per notice with bids submitted by Farmers Union Oil 
Company and Rolfson Oil Company.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to 
award the fuel bid to Farmers Union Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

  The Board approved Robin Arndt’s request for the county to provide survey and 
dirt work services for one field at the softball complex. 

Mike Greer and Mark Koeser discussed issues on various roads.  The Board 
agreed to place surfacing on approximately 4/10 mile of 18th Street east of Terry Filler’s 
residence which is a section line road.   

 At 11:30 a.m. landfill scale bids were opened.  Moved by Anderson and 
seconded by Cayko to accept Kennedy Scales, Inc.’s bid of $122,345.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 Three interviews will be scheduled for the Landfill Manager position in October. 

 Following noon recess public hearings were held at 1:00 p.m. on Dakota 
Meadows, Misty Creek & Misty Creek 1st Addition, Prairie Woodlands, and Hayden 
Farm Subdivision.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Patten to approve the subdivision 
plats as presented and to advertise for written comments to be submitted by November 
1, 2012 for the above mentioned subdivisions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Craig and Barb Sorenson presented a proposal to close a portion of the section 
line between Section 2 T153N R97W and Section 35 T154N R97W.  Auditor Svihovec 
will furnish them with the necessary materials to proceed and no action was taken at 
this time. 

 Planner Hadley presented preliminary plats for Dakota Ridge, Dakota Meadows 
Phase II and Winrich Subdivision.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to 
approve the preliminary plats as presented and advertise for a public hearing to be held 
on November 1, 2012 beginning at 1:00. 
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 Calli Thorne reported on Extension Service activities and handed out copies of 
their Quarterly report. 

Sheriff Rankin and John Fulwider reported on department issues, jail services 
and the Law Enforcement Center Remodel project.  

 The Water Resource District Funding Agreement was reviewed and no action will 
be taken pending revisions as recommended by the States Attorney, who will review the 
document with the bond attorney. 

 Moved by Lawlar and seconded Cayko to approve subject to County Attorney’s 
review an oil and gas top lease to Triangle USA Petroleum Corporation in Sections 13 & 
20 T150N R101W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. until November 1, 2012 beginning at 9:00 
a.m. 

 
_______________________  _______________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor   Roger Chinn, Chairman 
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920.83 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 
920.19 AMAN/KELSEY 

50.65 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS 
465.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
181.51 ARNEGARD/STACY 
615.20 AUDREY'S PORTRAIT STUDIO 
434.00 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
623.37 BAKER & TAYLOR 

15.64 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
20.03 BARKER CO./BOB 

2,789.55 BAUMAN/BARBARA 
51,715.07 BECHTOLD PAVING INC. 

4,272,184.40 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 
6,375.00 BROCK WHITE COMPANY, LLC 
3,110.00 BRYCE'S MOBILE HOME MOVERS 

55,185.80 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 
500.00 BUTTONS BY FISH 

22.50 C&D WATER SERVICES 
556.70 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
368.55 CAYKO/RICHARD 

49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 
737.50 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
159.84 CHINN/ROGER 
138.00 COMFORT INN 

2,288.00 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 
149.80 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 

35.52 DEFOE/LEROY 
2,281.29 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 

36,919.96 EBEL INTEGRATORS 
1,690.80 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 
9,532.97 ENVIRONMENTAL & CIVIL SOLUTIONS, LLC 

23,208.00 EPIC ENGINEERING 
20,000.00 EXECUTIVE GROUP/THE 

64.00 FARMERS UNION INSURANCES 
1,510.88 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 

29.99 FASTENAL COMPANY 
54.00 FICKEN/MICHAEL 
46.62 FLAGEN/DARYL 

4,411.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 
159.47 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 
417.75 FOSS/BONNIE 

2,925.36 FOX HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 
699.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 

1,366.38 GAFFANEY'S 
455.00 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 
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27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 
30.00 HADLEY/WALTER 
99.00 HAUGE/LORI 
71.04 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 

1,227.70 HAWELU/JENNIFER 
68,983.40 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 

250.94 HEDAHL'S INC. 
483.30 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 
331.41 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 
644.89 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 

56.42 HOLTE/KAREN L. 
17.99 HOME OF ECONOMY 

743.49 HORIZON RESOURCES 
30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

100.00 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
238,097.63 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 

38.85 IVERSON/DICK 
540.97 JACK & JILL 

59.99 JAMESTOWN SUPER 8 MOTEL 
10,868.73 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 

346.50 KELLY INN 
166.50 KIESON/CAROL 
564.18 KOFILE PRESERVATION INC. 

8,241.01 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
112.50 KROPP LAW OFFICES 

11.49 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 
135.00 LASS/KOREY 

12.22 LAWLAR/RICHARD 
8.33 LERVICK/JEROME 

288.38 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 
539.06 LITTLE FALLS MACHINE INC. 

24.00 LUHMAN/SCOTT 
5,517.64 LUND OIL, INC. 
4,234.69 LYLE SIGNS INC. 

480.82 MCGREW-SPURGEON/KATIE 
2,006.62 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 

4,111.50 
MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 
HOSPITAL 

1,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 
311.13 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE 

2,337.70 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 
243.96 MICROMARKETING LLC 
450.00 MIDLAND ATLAS COMPANY, INC. 

1,476.88 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 
218.40 MINOT DAILY NEWS 
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194.00 MON-KOTA INC. 
201.91 MONDAK MOTORSPORTS, INC. 
715.43 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 

55.50 MRACHEK/KRIS 
20.00 MURIE/JUDY 

310.06 MYERS AUTO PARTS 
1,774.52 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 

838.21 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 
135.00 ND POST BOARD 

10,221.92 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 
19,389.23 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 

106.61 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 
325.00 NILLES LAW FIRM 

41.10 NORDBY/LORI 
31.08 NORGARD/CAROL 

488,298.12 NORTH STAR ENERGY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 
7,558.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 

932.62 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
955.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 

1,125.00 PITNEY BOWES 
1,180,910.61 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 

352.43 PRAXAIR 
476.56 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 

24,506.56 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 
25.00 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 

305.50 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 
600.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 

62.39 RESPOND SYSTEMS 
25.00 ROLES/KRISTY 

77,343.62 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 
7,678.43 ROOSEVELT-CUSTER REGIONAL COUNCIL 
1,102.39 SAMUELSON/JERRY 

787,667.57 SELLAND CONSTRUCTION, INC 
489.83 SORENSON/DESIREE 

86.70 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 
2,859.45 STEIN'S INC. 

478.31 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. 
363.00 SYNERGY GRAPHICS, INC. 
872.10 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 

38.85 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 
612.90 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 

1,987.50 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 
538.79 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 

13,218.75 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. 
1,907.15 VISA 
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4,850.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 
182.25 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 

22,605.51 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 
86.00 WEST PLAINS INSURANCE INC. 

4,467.32 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
11,350.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

714.14 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 
33.30 WISNESS/PAUL 

662.35 XEROX CORPORATION 
362,057.42 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 

1,108.77 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
October 11, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on October 11, 2012.  Present: 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and 
Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Denton Zubke clarified the use and purpose of the $3 million funding that is being 

requested by the McKenzie County Water Resource District.  He also reported on the 
status and funding requirements of their systems. 

 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Anderson to amend the motion from the 

September 11, 2012 meeting regarding the Water Resource District funding agreement 
as follows:  to approve a $3 million grant to be deposited into a restricted special 
account, which will remove the Water Resource District’s cap and allow the District to 
access additional SRF loan funds.  Per the agreement, on the earlier of December 31, 
2017; or the effective date of any legislative action increasing the debt cap, the District 
shall return any remaining funds of the special account to the County, subject to opinion 
of bond counsel.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 a.m. until November 1, 2012 beginning at 9:00 

a.m. 
 
 

_______________________  _______________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor   Roger Chinn, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 

November 1, 2012 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on November 1, 2012.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, Lawlar and Patten, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy 
Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.  Anderson 
excused himself from the meeting at 9:15 to attend a meeting with the NDDOT in 
Dickinson, ND. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report including a list of checks she 

proposed for cancellation and those that will be turned over to unclaimed property. 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to approve the Treasurer’s report, including 
the following lost checks to cancel and items to turn over to unclaimed property as 
presented along with the minutes and the bills as presented.   

Warrant       Date 
Or Check #  Payee      Issued Amount 
15512 Anita A. Sunde      05/11/09 $150.00 
15951 Murex Petroleum Corporation      05/17/10 $11.00 
16091 Red Willow Great Plains      09/24/10 $70.00 
16153 SM Energy      11/01/10 $14.00 
16271 Kodiak Oil & Gas Corporation      02/02/11 $40.00 
16462 KDM Petromanagement      08/26/11 $7.00 
16542 Slawson Exploration Co Inc      11/16/11 $325.00 
188549 Betty Young Bird      01/05/10 $7.50 
191436 Dick Iverson      07/06/11 $35.70 
193841 Marcia Hellandsaas      06/07/11 $135.66 
194251 McKenzie County Fair Board      07/12/11 $91.97 
194338 Children & Family Serv. Training Ctr 07/22/11 $100.00 
194514 Alexander Rural Fire District      08/11/11 $1,806.51 
 
The following checks will be turned over to Unclaimed Property, 
November 2012: 
Warrant       Date 
Or Check #  Payee      Issued Amount 
15433 Michael Alberts      04/06/09 $10.00 
15595 ECO Resources      08/07/09 $19.00 
15694 ECO Resources      11/20/09 $165.00 
186960 Carol S. Gustafson      07/17/09 $1.53 
 

 All voting aye, motion carried. 
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With no acreage adjustment at this time, Patten moved and Lawlar seconded 

moving forward with the purchase of 90 acres from the State Land Department to 
expand the landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
The tax sale for foreclosed property is scheduled for November 20, 2012 

beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
 
It was agreed the January 2013 Commission Meeting will be scheduled for 

Monday, January 7, 2013 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Moved by Patten and seconded by Lawlar to appoint Tammy Brenna to the 

Social Service Board with a term ending June 30, 2014 and to appoint Charles 
McNaney to the McKenzie County Weed Control Board with a term ending June 30, 
2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Doug Bolken presented approach and utility permit applications for review.  

Discussion was held on the Great Northern Gathering and Marketing approach.  Moved 
by Lawlar and seconded by Patten to approve utility permits as presented to Newfield 
Production, Bridger Pipeline LLC, Brigham Oil & Gas LP, Hiland Crude LLC, Hiland 
Operating LLC, McKenzie Electric Cooperative Inc, Missouri Valley Communications 
Inc, Oasis Petroleum North America LLC, Oneok Midstream LLC, Reservation 
Telephone Cooperative, Saddle Butte Pipeline LLC, and Watford City Public Works and 
to approve approach permit applications as presented to Broderson LLC, Great 
Northern Gathering & Market, Hess Corporation, ONEOK Rockies Midstream LLC, RC 
Development LLC, Saddle Butte Pipeline LLC, Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, 
Denbury Onshore LLC, Rick Holm, Robert Gudmunsen and Newfield Production 
Company.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Chinn discussed safety concerns he has with what appears to be 

a future approach off Highway 85 just south of the HWY 200 and HWY 85 junction for a 
truck stop.  Commissioner Chinn will work with Engineer Greer to prepare a comment 
addressing the safety and traffic flow concerns with this approach. 

 
Following discussion regarding the Water Resource District escrow agreement 

Patten moved and Lawlar seconded approving the amended escrow agreement.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.    

 
The Board approved Custodian Neer’s request to pave the parking lot by the 

Water Resource/Storage Building and having a concrete pad poured to install a pipe 



170 
 

rack on the back portion of the lot next spring.  Neer will also provide the Board with 
estimates to have an entry added onto the Water Resource Building. 

 
Mark Koeser updated the Board on equipment needs.  Moved by Patten and 

seconded by Lawlar to advertise for bids to purchase four new air ride suspension belly 
dump trailers using three older trailers as trade-ins.  Bids will be opened at the 
December 4, 2012 Commission meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chairman Chinn opened the Tax Deed Appraisal Public Hearing at 11:00 a.m.  

With there being no comments from the public the hearing was closed at 11:15 a.m. 
 
Lawlar moved and Patten seconded approving three proposals from Wench 

Associates Inc. for additional landfill services including construction management and 
reporting requirements, totaling an estimated cost of $154,800.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
HR Director Giffin reported on the landfill manager interviews.  Lawlar moved and 

Patten seconded offering the position to Richard Schreiber as the Solid Waste Director 
with a beginning salary of $65,000.00 with a $3,000.00 relocation allowance and use of 
the county mobile home rental at $800.00/month through September 30, 2013, use of 
county vehicle through the end of December 2012 for local travel and business travel in 
the state of North Dakota.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Patten moved and Lawlar seconded hiring a Water Resource District Manager 

with a maximum salary of $65,000.00 to be filled in 2013, and to hire a replacement for 
Weed Control Department Director, Cherri Rolla who has resigned, offering a salary of 
$45,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Following noon recess the public hearings were held for the Dakota Ridge 

Subdivision, Winrich Subdivision and Dakota Meadows Phase 2 Subdivision.  With no 
comments from those in attendance resolutions will be published to proceed with these 
three subdivisions.  Wayne Dollinger voiced concerns with the drainage from the Prairie 
Woodland Subdivision and was able to discuss this with the representatives of the 
project. 

 
A written request by Jason and Starla Marmon, the developers of the Misty 

Creek 1st Addition Subdivision to cancel their subdivision was accepted. 
 
Representatives from the Hayden Farm Subdivision discussed options for 

gaining approval for their subdivision.  At this time the NDDOT has issues with the 
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number of access points off HWY 85 and their impact to moving traffic efficiently.  The 
County has concerns with the current road design within and accessing the subdivision 
from the county road system.  Comments from Larry Novak opposing the subdivision 
were presented.  Patten moved and Lawlar seconded tabling the proposed subdivision 
until the December 4 meeting to allow time to resolve issues between agencies with 
access points and roads within the subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The McKenzie County Weed Control Board and Cherri Rolla addressed budget 

and finance issues. Rolla has given her resignation and will be done at the end of 2012. 
 
Commissioner Anderson re-joined the meeting at 2:00 p.m.  Planner Hadley 

presented the preliminary plat of the Rose Meadows Subdivision. The Board agreed to 
move forward with the publishing of the petition for establishing this subdivision.  A 
public hearing is scheduled for December 4, 2012 beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Tax Director Lovaas and Planner Hadley discussed issues with collection and 

enforcement of the current temporary housing permits.  The Board discussed the need 
to improve the current legislation.  Assistant State’s Attorney Johnson will review the 
current options for enforcement. 

 
Commissioner Patten excused himself from the meeting at 2:55 p.m. 
 
Lawlar moved and Anderson seconded the salary adjustments as proposed by 

HR Director Giffin for clerks and deputies in the Treasurer, Clerk of Court, Recorder, 
and the Water Resource District offices, retroactive to October 1.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Sheriff Rankin reported on activities in his department.  He also discussed the 

difficulty his department has had getting the State Highway Department to dispatch 
sand trucks.  Rankin discussed the need for three more deputies and will provide a 
proposal at the next meeting.  

 
State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson expressed an increase in work load.  The Board 

discussed concerns they had with the Forest Service approving oil companies graveling 
county roads.  Johnson will discuss these concerns with C.E. Brooks. 

 
Tim Nelson with the McKenzie County Fair Board reported the roofs on both the 

multipurpose building and the exhibit building are in need of repair and presented the 
fair board finances.  Nelson will obtain estimates for the roof repairs and provide those 
to the board.  The fair is also in need of a new tractor to work the arena.  Moved by 
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Anderson and seconded by Lawlar to approve the request and proposal to purchase a 
Case IH Tractor Farmall 75 with loader & bucket from Heggen Equipment for 
$18,500.00, including trade in of Farmall 35 and loader.  Nelson also agreed to get 
quotes on indoor/outdoor chutes. 

 
Fuel bids were received from Rolfson Oil and Farmers Union.  Lawlar moved and 

Anderson seconded to accept Rolfson Oil bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   

 
Planner Hadley reported on fees collected for building permits that were issued 

to individuals owning more than 40 acres and building a single family residence home. 
There has been a request to have the fees returned since the Commission previously 
voted that a building permit is not needed for these residences.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Anderson to authorize Planner Hadley to return the fees.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m. until December 4, 2012 beginning at 9:00 

a.m. 
 
 

_____________________________  ______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman 
 

 
November 8, 2012 

 
Commissioners Chinn, Anderson, Lawlar and Cayko along with Auditor Svihovec 

met at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota with 
representatives from Texas to discuss impacts of the oil and gas activity on our county 
as they prepare for increased activity in their area.  There were no official commission 
discussions or actions at this session.   

 

_____________________________  ______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Roger Chinn, Chairman 

 
3,000,000.00 MCKENZIE COUNTY WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT 

95.60 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 
161.81 AT&T 

48.93 CENTURY LINK 
42.32 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 
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93,705.00 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 
7,120.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 

24,656.50 HAWKEYE TWP. 
628.35 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 

5,725.48 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA 
600.05 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 

96.37 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 
2,533.44 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 
4,784.84 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 
6,107.87 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 

869.05 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R. 
28.50 NEMONT 

5,134.08 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 
450.00 U S POSTMASTER 

2,835.47 VERIZON WIRELESS 
319.05 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 

627,102.75 OCTOBER 26TH PAYROLL 
345.00 A & K RENTAL INC. 
295.00 ACCUSOURCE INC. 

27,423.93 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 
261.20 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 
537.12 AMAN/KELSEY 
139.40 AMERA-CHEM, INC. 
999.62 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 
465.00 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 
526.12 ARNEGARD/STACY 
365.95 BADLANDS HARDWARE 
453.60 BAKER & TAYLOR 

1,382.86 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 
57.35 BARRETT PHARMACY 

146.98 BEICEGEL STATION 
316.00 BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL 
120.33 BEYERS/BRADY 
289.40 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 

4,611,727.97 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 
385,800.70 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 

1,931.53 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 
7.50 C&D WATER SERVICES 

128.40 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 
49.95 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 

223.36 CENEX FLEETCARD 
703.64 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 
133.00 CHEMSEARCH 
684.00 CHERREY'S PROPANE 
702.09 CHINN/ROGER 
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298.65 CLOCK/LLOYD 
101.22 CMI, INC. 
138.00 COMFORT INN 
390.41 CRAIG'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 
500.00 CRIGHTON/DAVID L. 
279.72 CVANCARA/JUDY 

2,602.38 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 
298.75 DEMCO 
120.00 DS SOLUTIONS, INC. 

1,014.45 EBEL INTEGRATORS 
1,243.98 EBSCO SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES 

303.90 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 
25,604.00 EPIC ENGINEERING 

4,311.52 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 
46.62 FLAGEN/DARYL 

2,017.00 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 
637.99 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 

228,842.18 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 
63.00 FOSS/BONNIE 

955.00 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 
9.00 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 

15,105.91 GAFFANEY'S 
116.45 GALLS INCORPORATED 

66.54 GEM CITY MOTORS 
265.00 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 
277.20 GLADSTONE INN & SUITES 

27.00 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 
289.54 HADLEY/WALTER 

36.63 HAUGEN/LANE 
35.52 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 

80,421.71 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 
97.90 HEDAHL'S INC. 

993.34 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 
197.97 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 

1,202.00 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 
9.00 HOLTE/KAREN L. 

263.90 HOME OF ECONOMY 
669.85 HORIZON RESOURCES 

30.00 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 
21.00 INK SPOT PRINTING 

320.00 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
167,657.75 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 

1,417.30 JACK & JILL 
969.37 JACK'S STORE 

6,250.00 JAMAR COMPANY 
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39.96 JELLESED/LEIF L. 
10,922.06 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 

606.00 JOHNSRUD/ANN 
405.00 KDSR RADIO SERVICES 

69.30 KELLY INN 
237.00 KIESON/CAROL 

1,056.40 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 
4,983.00 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

52.20 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 
118,605.94 LELAND/M & L 

13.32 LEWIS/JAY 
7,017.32 LUND OIL, INC. 

186.21 LYLE SIGNS INC. 
118.04 MATHEWSON/KAYLA 
431.99 MCGREW-SPURGEON/KATIE 
539.37 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 
854.32 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 
397.00 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 

3,731.00 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOSPITAL 
2,000.00 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 

20.00 MERCY MEDICAL CENTER 
2,950.29 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP 

29.99 MICROMARKETING LLC 
620.36 MIDWEST BUSINESS SYSTEMS 
111.21 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 

4,101.00 MORPHOTRAK 
121.18 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 

27.75 MRACHEK/KRIS 
61.81 MURIE/JUDY 

1,564.13 MURPHY MOTORS 
103.22 MYERS AUTO PARTS 

75.00 NACCTFO TREASURER 
400.00 NATIONAL ASSOC. OF COUNTIES 

3,524.43 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 
1,350.00 ND PETROLEUM TANK RELEASE COMPENSATION 

480.00 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 
1,423.74 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 

42.00 NDACSSB 
500.00 NELSON/LOUIS 
365.56 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 

1,076.00 NILLES LAW FIRM 
421.44 NORDBY/LORI 

31.08 NORGARD/CAROL 
621,490.96 NORTH STAR ENERGY & CONSTRUCTION LLC 

29,078.00 NORTHWEST NARCOTICS TASK FORCE 
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2,664.00 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 
6,988.57 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 
1,052.69 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 
1,436.35 O K TIRE STORE 

466.00 PACIFIC RIM TIRE 
1,455.00 PARRISH/CALVIN 

51.00 PAULSON/KATIE 
9.00 PELTON/JOLYNN 

2,007,909.98 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 
341.70 PRAXAIR 

1,311.00 RAMKOTA HOTEL 
27,927.25 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 

22.20 REIL/DOROTHY 
600.00 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 
345.00 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 
965.70 ROBINSON/DAN 

92.88 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 
661.76 RON'S ELECTRIC 
162.00 ROUNDUP/THE 

1,534.53 RYAN CHRYSLER 
1,305.25 RYAN CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP 

200.48 SAMUELSON/JERRY 
1,082.25 SCHREIBER/RICHARD 
1,017.54 SCHWARTZENBERGER/GARY 

300.00 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS 
65.95 SELECT FORD MERCURY 

760,700.38 SELLAND CONSTRUCTION, INC 
15,000.00 SIOUX TWP. 

1,664.69 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB. 
415.80 SLEEP INN & SUITES 
298.62 SORENSON/DESIREE 

6,000.00 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CENTER 
965.68 STEIN'S INC. 
415.81 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 

2,045.00 SYNERGY GRAPHICS, INC. 
19.98 TASTE OF HOME 

2,611.30 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 
38.85 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 

484.55 THORNE/CALLI 
31.29 THORSRUD SUPPLY CO., INC. 

313.75 TITAN PLUMBING 
71.04 TJELDE/LEE 

1,008.89 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 
1,390.00 TRI-COUNTY GLASS 

64,079.12 TRUE NORTH STEEL 
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1,245.00 ULTRAMAX 
258.19 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 
352.00 UNIVERSAL SERVICES 
658.75 UPPER MISSOURI DISTRICT HEALTH UNIT 

1,005.81 VISA 
172.05 WAHUS/DANA 

4,850.00 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 
234.60 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 

72,354.16 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 
2,500.00 WEST PLAINS INSURANCE INC. 

759.82 WESTERN TIRE INC. 
3,813.93 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 
4,150.00 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 
1,617.88 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 

33.30 WISNESS/PAUL 
112.85 XEROX CORPORATION 

1,844.50 XEROX CORPORATION 
276,877.00 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 

237.00 ZUBKE/DENTON B. 
7,910.60 3-D SPECIALTIES 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 4, 2012 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on December 4, 2012.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and 
Deputy Auditor Wold.  Chairman Chinn called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

The Chairman turned the meeting over to Auditor Svihovec for reorganization.  
Commissioner Lawlar nominated Commissioner Anderson as Chairman for the coming 
year.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby that nominations cease and a 
unanimous ballot be cast for Anderson.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Commissioner 
Lawlar nominated Commissioner Cayko as Vice Chairman for the coming year.  Moved 
by Chinn and seconded by Nordby that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be 
cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Commissioner Anderson then assumed 
the chair.    
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Moved by Nordby and 
seconded by Chinn to approve the minutes, bills and Treasurer’s report as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Recorder Johnsrud and Custodian Neer presented a proposal prepared by 
Toshiba Business Solutions for security cameras in the courthouse.  Moved by Chinn 
and seconded by Lawlar to accept the proposal and have the system installed.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Parking and lighting in the Courthouse parking lots were 
addressed.  Custodian Neer presented a proposal in the amount of $8,370.00 from 
Foley Brothers to replace three Courthouse windows.  Moved by Cayko and seconded 
by Nordby to accept the proposal.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Anderson then read a letter prepared by Tax Director Lovaas 
addressing temporary housing and crew camp fees.  It was agreed to table this 
discussion. 
 

Jay Frederick, McKenzie District Ranger outlined the Forest Service process as 
they continue to prepare an Environmental Assessment for the Pastures 2, 10 and 11 
Allotment Management Plan.   Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to appoint the 
McKenzie County Grazing Association to represent McKenzie County in the ongoing 
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discussion of cooperating status, with Keith Winter reporting to the Commission.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  The MOU prepared between the FS and Billings County will 
be reviewed and discussed at the January 7th meeting.  State’s Attorney Dennis 
Johnson joined discussion regarding the Forest Service and road maintenance. 
 

Fuel bids were opened at 10:30 a.m. with bids received from Farmers Union Oil 
and Rolfson Oil.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept the Farmers 
Union Oil bid for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Engineer Greer introduced Rick Schreiber, Landfill Director.  With a new scale 
being installed in January, Schreiber would like to bid a new compactor possibly in 
February.  It was agreed to proceed and prepare information for bidding the compactor. 
 

Bids were opened for triple axel bottom dump trailers.  With one bid received 
from Westlie Truck Center of Dickinson, moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to 
accept the bid for four R-Way Trailers with three trade-ins in the amount of $104,000.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
      Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept the following board 
appointments:  Job Development Authority:  Brent Sanford, Mark Sovig, John Skurupey 
and Aaron Pelton, each for a 3 year term which expires 12/31/15.  Library Board:  
Lynette Norby (1st term) and Leah Voll (2nd term) 3 year term which expires 12/31/15 
with Rick Lawlar representing the Commission on this board.  Reorganization Board:  
Curt Severson, 5 year term which expires 12/31/15.  McKenzie County Housing 
Authority:  Dave Unkenholz, 5 year term which expires 10/29/17.  Upper Missouri 
District Health Board:  Commissioner Cayko, this term will expire 12/31/17.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.    
 
 HR Director Giffin presented a proposal prepared by Allegiance COBRA 
Services, Inc. as a third party service to administer notification and tracking of COBRA 
Insurance for the County.  She would also like to purchase the Human Resource 
module companion to the existing payroll system from Computer Professionals 
Unlimited Inc.   Moved by Nordby and seconded by Chinn to accept the proposal for the 
COBRA administration and the HR Module.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Discussion 
was held on budget adjustments for the Sheriff’s Department.  Moved by Lawlar and 
seconded by Nordby to implement background checks for all employees when changing 
positions if one has not previously be completed by the County.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to offer the tourism directors a range 
of $35,000.00- $40,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The meeting continued over lunch at Outlaw’s with States Attorney Johnson 
discussing the status of the Hovet Road.  Johnson also updated the Board on the status 
of Drawing Solutions. 
 

The meeting reconvened at the Courthouse at 1:00 p.m. with Rose Meadow 
Subdivision Public Hearing.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to publish 
resolution for the Rose Meadow Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Spencer Schoonover, Hess Corporation introduced himself and presented a map 
of a future well site location in Section 33, T152N R95W.  Hess Corp. will be moving the 
well location therefore the section line does not need to be closed. 
  

Planner Hadley presented financial information and a listing of the permits at this 
time.  Hadley presented a proposal prepared by AE2S for GIS mapping of the county-
wide zoning and comprehensive plan.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to 
accept the proposal from AE2S for GIS mapping in the amount of $23,500.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Planner Hadley presented preliminary plats for Dore Industrial Park, Watford 

Residential Suites, McKenzie Point, MonDak Corner, Rolling Hills Village and 
Tumbleweed Subdivision.  It was agreed to table the Rolling Hills Village to address 
access issues.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to approve these preliminary 
plats and to schedule a public hearing for January 7, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. for the 
remaining above mentioned subdivisions.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by 
Chinn and seconded by Cayko to accept the replat of Elk Ridge Subdivision.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to publish resolution for 
the Hayden Farm Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Daryl Flagen presented concerns the East Fairview Sewer & Water Association 

has with water removal from the current lagoon.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by 
Cayko to support the East Fairview Sewer & Water Association in the amount of 
$20,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Representative of True Oil presented a signed petition requesting closing a 

portion of the Section 3 T147N R101W section line.  Upon review there was concern 
with three of the signatures on the petition, it was agreed to table this request until the 
December 17th meeting.   

 
Applications for the 2012 Infrastructure Grants were reviewed with distribution 

tabled until the December 17th meeting. 
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Sheriff Rankin along with Lloyd Clock and John Fulwider addressed load limits 

on County Rd 14, the jail agreement with Watford City and the need to move the 
Physical addressing responsibilities to another office or department. 

 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve approach permits to 

Burlington Resources Oil & Gas, Denbury Onshore, LLC, Hunt Oil Company, Liberty 
Resources, Murex Petroleum, Birdun Investment Group, LLC, Dakota Ridge 
Developers, Daniel Owenson, Ken Tog 1 Inc., Lakota Ridge, LLC, Redland LLC, and 
WOAHDAK/Walker Excavation, and to approve utility crossings to True Oil, Belle 
Fourche Pipeline Company, Bridger Pipeline, LLC., Caliber North Dakota LLC, Highland 
Crude LLC (formerly Banner), Hiland Operating, McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc., 
Montana-Dakota utilities Company, Oakland Construction Inc., Oneok Midstream LLC, 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative, Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC., and True Oil as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 Enginner Greer discussed various road department issues and proposed 
changes to road specs, approaches, and gravel purchases.   
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve agreement with ICON 
Architecural Group LLC for design and engineering services for a shop in Cartwright.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A special meeting will be held on Friday, January 25, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. for the 
Commissioners to review and possibly act on the Planning and Zoning Ordinance 
review. 
 
 Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to approve beer and liquor 
applications as submitted by Tobacco Gardens, SSID, LLC dba Suds, Outsiders Bar 
and Grille, LLC., Long X Saloon, and James Tharp.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Discussion on the Eide Bailey audit of the Water Resource District was tabled 
until the December 17th meeting. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. on December 17, 2012. 
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December 17, 2012 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on December 17, 2012 at 5:00 p.m.  
Commissioners present were:  Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.   

 
Engineer Greer presented an agreement with Continental Resources to replace 

two bridges on 131st Ave with two box culverts.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by 
Cayko to enter into an agreement with Continental Resources.   All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Infrastructure Grant applications were reviewed with Commissioner Anderson 

presenting a proposal to award Alexander School District #2 $131,000.00, McKenzie 
County School District #1 $1,483,000.00, Yellowstone School District #14 $56,000.00, 
Antelope Creek Twp $10,000.00, Alexander Twp $1,000.00, Arnegard Twp 
$150,000.00, Blue Buttes Twp $300,000.00, Charbon Twp $40,000.00, Elm Tree Twp 
$25,000.00, Hawkeye Twp $80,000.00, Keene Twp $187,500.00, Riverview Twp 
$75,000.00, Sioux Twp $60,000.00, Twin Valley Twp $300,000.00, and Yellowstone 
Twp $75,000.00.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
recommended Infrastructure Fund Allocations per Anderson’s presentation.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board approved advertising the petition presented by True Oil to close the 

portion of section line per petition located on the North boundary of Section 3 T147N 
R101W.  The public hearing will be scheduled for 1:00 p.m. on January 7, 2013. 

 
Commissioner Anderson reported on the meeting he had with several 

departments addressing the 911 Addressing Responsibilities.  Steven Jorgenson has 
agreed to take on this responsibility with direction from Deputy Clock.  Temporary 
housing permits were also discussed with the group.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded 
by Nordby to adopt the following fee schedule for temporary crew housing; $400/bed for 
residential units and $600/unit for all other non-residential uses.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   The State’s Attorney’s office will be requested to send letters and application 
forms to the crew camp owners as identified by Tax Director Lovaas. 

 
Discussion on the Hulsing Associates contract proposal for the Courthouse 

addition was tabled until more information can be obtained. 
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Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to increase Lois Schwartzenberger’s 
pay in the amount of $1.25/hour for her recent promotion and compensation for 
additional duties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Anderson reviewed costs for jail expenditures for 2012 and discussed options for 

joint powers agreement for jail services with the City of Watford City. 
 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve the lease offer from 

Triangle USA Petroleum for 100 acres in S1/2 Section 13, T150N R101W and NE1/4 
Section 20, T150N R101W.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to approve a liquor license to the 

Fraternal Order of Eagles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to purchase the NW4NW4NE4, 

S2N2NE4, N2S2NE4 of Section 36 T150N R100W in the amount of $273,848.00 for the 
expansion of the landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Several Human Resource issues were discussed along with forming a personnel 

policy committee.  Auditor Svihovec will prepare a suggested participant list for the next 
board meeting. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m. until January 7, 2013 beginning at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
________________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

198981 ANDERSON/JANET 175.00 
198982 ANDERSON/MARLYS R 150.00 
198983 ARNEGARD/MARY SUSAN 150.00 
198984 BAUER/VICKI L 150.00 
198985 BAYE/LORRAINE 150.00 
198986 BERDAHL/CARLOTTA 115.00 
198987 BLACKHAWK/AMY 140.00 
198988 BOLKEN/DOUGLAS 37.74 
198989 CLAIRMONT/DELAINE 175.00 
198990 CURREN/BARBARA A 200.00 
198991 DAHL/BETH 175.00 
198992 DANIELSON/BEVERLY 275.00 
198993 ESCHENKO/ROSE 175.00 
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198994 FLECK/CARLA 275.00 
198995 FLECK/LOIS 175.00 
198996 FOLKVORD/PAT 175.00 
198997 FRY/JAMES 175.00 
198998 GORRELL/JOANN 175.00 
198999 GRADY/KIANN 140.00 
199000 GRASSY BUTTE COMMUNITY HALL 45.00 
199001 HALE/RENAE 35.00 
199002 HAMRE/LAURIE 150.00 
199003 HARTEL/CLARICE 150.00 
199004 HOFFMANN/LILLIAN 200.00 
199005 HOVDE/PATRICIA 150.00 
199006 JOHNSON/ARLENE M. 150.00 
199007 KARST/ANITA 175.00 
199008 KINDEL/MARY 150.00 
199009 KLOSE/KAREN 275.00 
199010 LASSEY/JUDITH 275.00 
199011 LAUTENSCHLAGER/BRENDA 200.00 
199012 LEISETH/PATTI 115.00 
199013 LELAND/ARDEHL 175.00 
199014 LEVANG/PATSY 175.00 
199015 LEWIS/DONNA 275.00 
199016 LEWIS/SARAH 150.00 
199017 METCALF/KAREN 175.00 
199018 MEUTH/TIM 150.00 
199019 MOE/MAUREEN 175.00 
199020 MURRAY/GEORGINE 175.00 
199021 NENOW/CAROLYN E 115.00 
199022 NORGARD/CAROL 200.00 
199023 NOVAK/LARRY 150.00 
199024 O'CONNOR/KAY D 150.00 
199025 OAKLAND/JANICE 175.00 
199026 OLSON/FRANCES M. 249.99 
199027 OLSON/LAUREL 200.00 
199028 ORF/DOREEN 175.00 
199029 POWELL/MISTY L 150.00 
199030 PRESTANGEN/ILA MAE 150.00 
199031 REICHENBACH/BEVERLY A 175.00 
199032 ROLFSRUD/DEBBIE 150.00 
199033 SCHLOTHAUER/LORETTA 175.00 
199034 SHAIDE/SHARON 175.00 
199035 SORENSON/JENNIFER 115.00 
199036 SPOTTED HORSE/JEANINE 275.00 
199037 STANDISH/LOIS 175.00 
199038 STEEN/WANDA 115.00 
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199039 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 77.70 
199040 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 275.00 
199041 TJELDE/ELAINE 175.00 
199042 TVETER/JAMES 150.00 
199043 WISNESS/JULIE A 175.00 
199044 YOUNG BIRD/TIERRA 275.00 
199045 ALEXANDER RURAL FIRE DISTRICT 2,925.05 
199046 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 2,587.04 
199047 ALEXANDER TWP. 2,199.46 
199048 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 50,870.11 
199049 ANTELOPE CR. TWP. 672.08 
199050 ARNEGARD RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DIST 1,637.58 
199051 ARNEGARD TWP. 2,525.75 
199052 ARNEGARD/CITY OF 26,217.11 
199053 BLUE BUTTES TWP. 3,517.01 
199054 CHARBON TWP. 2,179.76 
199055 EARL SCHOOL DIST. #18 226.77 
199056 ELM TREE TWP. 7,679.99 
199057 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 96,378.87 
199058 FERRARI/ALYDIA 504.00 
199059 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST 2,678.83 
199060 GRAIL TWP. 1,893.75 
199061 GRASSY BUTTE FIRE DISTRICT 678.47 
199062 HAWKEYE TWP. 4,880.58 
199063 HORSE CREEK RURAL FIRE DIST. 694.66 
199064 KEENE TWP. 3,211.80 
199065 MCKENZIE CO. ATMOSPHERIC RES. 10,387.66 
199066 MCKENZIE CO. FIRE PROT. DIST. 5,025.48 
199067 MCKENZIE CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY 1,066.98 
199068 MCKENZIE CO. SD#1 30,235.02 
199069 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 5,068.52 
199070 MCKENZIE SOIL CONS. DIST. 2,778.22 
199071 ND STATE LAND DEPARTMENT 195.53 
199072 ND STATE TREASURER 410.24 
199073 NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL DIST. 5,146.90 
199074 NEW TOWN RURAL AMBULANCE DIST. 148.24 
199075 NEW TOWN RURAL FIRE DEPT. 148.24 
199076 RANDOLPH TWP. 576.82 
199077 RIVERVIEW TWP. 4,558.75 
199078 SIOUX TWP. 2,298.53 
199079 SIOUX-YELLOWSTONE RURAL FIRE DIST. 1,227.65 
199080 TRI TWP 5,316.17 
199081 TWIN VALLEY TWP. 6,840.97 
199082 UPPER MISSOURI DIST. HEALTH UNIT 475.93 
199083 WATFORD CITY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 347.64 
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199084 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 3,502.74 
199085 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF 405,479.62 
199086 WILLISTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 155.59 
199087 WILLISTON VECTOR CONTROL DIST. 8.58 
199088 YELLOWSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT #14 1,156.05 
199089 YELLOWSTONE TWP. 9,502.35 

199090-153 NOVEMBER 21st PAYROLL 631,248.07 
199154 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 95.60 
199155 AT&T 195.02 
199156 CENTURY LINK 990.97 
199157 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.59 
199158 GEM CITY MOTORS 39.23 
199159 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 18,500.00 
199160 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 524.00 
199161 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 
199162 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 90.04 
199163 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 4,395.12 
199164 ND CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WELFARE 400.00 
199165 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 4,964.86 
199166 NEMONT 28.50 
199167 PITNEY BOWES 568.62 
199168 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 4,591.72 
199169 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 711.90 
199170 VERIZON WIRELESS 2,276.02 
199171 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 4,850.00 
199172 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 455.60 
199173 ACCUSOURCE INC. 422.00 
199174 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 42,839.60 
199175 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 5,276.33 
199176 ALL AROUND SPORTS LLC 200.00 
199177 AMAN/KELSEY 121.77 
199178 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION 175.00 
199179 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 291.96 
199180 APCO INTERNATIONAL 517.00 
199181 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 70.00 
199182 ARNEGARD/STACY 300.41 
199183 AUTO ELECTRIC SALES-GPS ZONE 747.86 
199184 BADLANDS HARDWARE 269.20 
199185 BAKER & TAYLOR 1,027.10 
199186 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 4,002.62 
199187 BARKER CO./BOB 109.73 
199188 BARRETT PHARMACY 102.37 
199189 BAUMAN/BARBARA 3,154.50 
199190 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 3,260.00 
199191 BEYERS/BRADY 90.00 
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199192 BIG BOYS TOYS 33.98 
199193 BLUE BUTTES TWP. 40,000.00 
199194 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 34.90 
199195 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC. 120.00 
199196 BOOMTOWN QUICK LUBE 273.48 
199197 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 3,211,833.19 
199198 BROWN/DEAN K. 12.50 
199199 BULLBERRY SYSTEMS INC. 3,262.50 
199200 C&D WATER SERVICES 15.00 
199201 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 389.76 
199202 CAYKO/RICHARD 595.58 
199203 CAYKO/TIMOTHY L. 49.95 
199204 CENEX FLEETCARD 504.11 
199205 CENTRAL SERVICE CENTER 926.95 
199206 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 2,145.13 
199207 CHERREY'S PROPANE 824.70 
199208 CHINN/ROGER 159.84 
199209 CLOCK/LLOYD 268.65 
199210 COMFORT INN 138.60 
199211 COMFORT INN 69.00 
199212 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 6,217.31 
199213 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 8.00 
199214 CVANCARA/JUDY 46.62 
199215 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 2,441.48 
199216 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 224.70 
199217 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 1,270.00 
199218 DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS 105.00 
199219 DODGE/JAN 2,900.00 
199220 DOLLINGER/MICHAEL W. 99.00 
199221 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 1,565.94 
199222 EBEL INTEGRATORS 2,808.89 
199223 EKBLAD, INC. 1,375.00 
199224 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 3,525.59 
199225 EMBLEM ENTERPRISES, INC. 579.75 
199226 EMERGENCY AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGIES, 15.30 
199227 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION 244.00 
199228 EXECUTIVE GROUP/THE 16,250.00 
199229 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 181.81 
199230 FASTENAL COMPANY 73.06 
199231 FAULKNER/WES 894.32 
199232 FICKEN/MICHAEL 25.00 
199233 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 326.00 
199234 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 12,303.00 
199235 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 752.21 
199236 FOSS/BONNIE 48.00 
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199237 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 1,133.00 
199238 GAFFANEY'S 2,015.27 
199239 GALLS INCORPORATED 173.27 
199240 GEM CITY MOTORS 66.54 
199241 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 1,150.00 
199242 GRAND INTERNATIONAL INN 809.55 
199243 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 
199244 GRANTIER/CHERYL 124.42 
199245 GREER/MICHAEL 99.00 
199246 HADLEY/WALTER 65.25 
199247 HAUGEN/LANE 36.63 
199248 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 37,130.65 
199249 HEDAHL'S INC. 1,678.03 
199250 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 39.33 
199251 HEINEN/LEO D 1,089.34 
199252 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 816.05 
199253 HESS CORPORATION 44,000.00 
199254 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 19.00 
199255 HOFFART/CAROL 350.00 
199256 HOLTE/KAREN L. 39.00 
199257 HORIZON RESOURCES 550.43 
199258 IMAGE PRINTING, INC. 802.98 
199259 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 137.95 
199260 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 4,820.00 
199261 INT. ASSN. OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 104.00 
199262 INTERGRAPH CORPORATION SGI DIVISION 56,771.00 
199263 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 126,368.56 
199264 INTERSTATE TESORO 137.88 
199265 IVERSON/DICK 38.85 
199266 JACK & JILL 341.52 
199267 JACK'S STORE 517.23 
199268 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 11,346.54 
199269 JOHNSRUD/ANN 556.10 
199270 KELLY INN 207.90 
199271 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 349.95 
199272 KUMMER'S PUMPING 150.00 
199273 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 15.75 
199274 LELAND/M & L 17,280.00 
199275 LERVICK/JEROME 8.33 
199276 LEVANG/PATSY 35.00 
199277 LEWIS/JAY 26.64 
199278 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 49.49 
199279 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 390.00 
199280 LUHMAN/SCOTT 15.00 
199281 LUND OIL, INC. 5,793.69 
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199282 LYLE SIGNS INC. 3,150.00 
199283 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 8,522.94 
199284 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS HOS 1,677.55 
199285 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 5,000.00 
199286 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 71,946.02 
199287 MCNANEY/CHARLES 41.07 
199288 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE 4,444.25 
199289 MEYER/SANDRA F. 7.22 
199290 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC. 80.98 
199291 MIKE'S SUPER VALU 3,159.36 
199292 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 665.84 
199293 MOTOROLA 4,351.24 
199294 MURIE/JUDY 20.00 
199295 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 250.00 
199296 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,807.71 
199297 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. 220.00 
199298 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 168.48 
199299 ND PETROLEUM TANK RELEASE COMPENSAT 50.00 
199300 ND SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING ASSN 180.00 
199301 ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL CONFER 130.00 
199302 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 179.00 
199303 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 27,885.88 
199304 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 131.67 
199305 NEER/ROD 113.00 
199306 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 694.58 
199307 NILLES LAW FIRM 46.70 
199308 NORTH STAR ENERGY & CONSTRUCTION LL 473,121.07 
199309 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 294.95 
199310 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 3,996.70 
199311 NRG TECHNOLOGY SERVICES 7,582.57 
199312 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 1,488.09 
199313 OLSON'S FLOOR COVERING & APPLIANCE 99.95 
199314 OUTLAWS' BAR & GRILL 150.00 
199315 PARRISH/CALVIN 474.00 
199316 PATTEN/DALE 205.80 
199317 PELTON/JOLYNN 243.24 
199318 PEREZ/PER 25.00 
199319 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 348,073.54 
199320 PRAXAIR 352.43 
199321 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 974.17 
199322 QUILL CORPORATION 107.76 
199323 RADISSON HOTEL 554.40 
199324 RAMKOTA HOTEL 89.00 
199325 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 28,223.97 
199326 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 8.55 
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199327 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 1,100.00 
199328 RESPOND SYSTEMS 1,004.99 
199329 ROBINSON/DAN 390.78 
199330 ROLES/KRISTY 25.00 
199331 ROLFSON/DAVID 35.00 
199332 ROLFSRUD/NANCY 2,896.96 
199333 ROOSEVELT-CUSTER REGIONAL COUNCIL 7,167.89 
199334 ROUNDUP/THE 216.00 
199335 S & S MOTORS 3,548.61 
199336 SAMUELSON/JERRY 1,558.38 
199337 SINCLAIR/RYAN 53.70 
199338 SLEEP INN & SUITES 415.80 
199339 SMI AWARDS 105.42 
199340 SORENSON/DESIREE 184.91 
199341 STEIN'S INC. 341.27 
199342 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 180.00 
199343 TASC-CLIENT INVOICES 864.50 
199344 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 77.70 
199345 THORNE/CALLI 802.97 
199346 TITAN PLUMBING 210.00 
199347 TJELDE/LEE 35.52 
199348 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 31,152.30 
199349 TRUE NORTH STEEL 1,347.84 
199350 ULTRAMAX 990.00 
199351 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 724.27 
199352 VEEDER RANCH PHOTOGRAPHY 200.00 
199353 VISA 348.23 
199354 W.P.C.I 75.00 
199355 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 154.75 
199356 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 17,776.35 
199357 WESTERN TIRE INC. 4,420.80 
199358 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 16,251.82 
199359 WHITE/SHAWN 15.00 
199360 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 450.00 
199361 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 890.79 
199362 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 110,459.26 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 7, 2013 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on January 7, 2013.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy 
Auditor Wold, Treasurer Grantier, Recorder Johnsrud, HR Director Giffin, Clerk of Court 
Roos, Sheriff Rankin, Engineer Greer, Emergency Manager Samuelson, Landfill 
Director Schreiber and John Rolfsrud.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order 
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report.  Moved by Cayko and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes, payment of bills totaling $5,844,511.45 
(warrant #’s 199363 – 199731) and the December payroll in the amount of $646,972.54 
(warrant #’s 199424 – 199485 and direct deposits) and January payroll in the amount of 
$658,466.92 (warrant # 199732 – 199788 and direct deposits) and the Treasurer’s 
report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  A complete list of the bills is 
available for review in the office of the McKenzie County Auditor. 
  
 Several departments were present to address Courthouse safety concerns. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to grant a raffle permit to the Keene 
Fire Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 John Rolfsrud, McKenzie County Rural Fire Protection District, requested funding 
assistance to purchase a new truck.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to 
approve the funding request in the amount of $34,220.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 With the workload in the Tax Director’s office, the Board approved contracting 
GIS Workshops to assist with preparing subdivision information. 
 
 Discussion was held regarding a Memorandum of Understanding between the 
Forest Service and the County.  Libby Knotts will report back to the Forest Service that 
the McKenzie County Grazing Association has been appointed to represent the County 
in the cooperating agency status process. 
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 The Board affirmed the annual salaries set in the 2013 budgets by department as 
follows:  Commissioners $120,000.00; Clerk of Court $187,200.00; Auditor 
$269,324.00; Treasurer $170,500.00; States Attorney $56,410.00; Recorder 
$185,200.00; Supt of Schools $50,000.00; Tax Director $99,500.00; Planner 
$121,000.00; Human Resource $80,000.00; GIS $53,334.00; Custodian $142,154.00; 
Landfill $168,114.00; Sheriff $809,541.00; Dispatch $417,280.00; Tourism $40,000.00; 
Department of Emergency Services and Veterans $55,883.00; Human Services 
$543,461.00.; Extension $92,446.00; Library $75,075.00; Water Resources 
$176,860.00; Weed Control $51,460.00; JDA $83,316.00 and Road Department 
$298,220.00.  A complete list is available for review in the office of the McKenzie 
County Auditor. 
 

Due to lack of a motion a service contract was not signed with OTIS Elevator 
Company. 

 
Rick Schreiber, Landfill Manager, requested advance payment for moving 

expenses and a MIFI internet connection at his home.  The Board approved the 
advance payment of moving benefits but did not feel the County could support the MIFI 
request at this time.  Moved by Chinn and second by Nordby to advertise for a skid 
steer to be used at the landfill, bids to be opened at the February 5, 2013 meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Doug Bolken presented approach and utility permit applications.  Moved by 

Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve utility permits to Hiland Crude LLC; Oneok 
Midstream LLC; and McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc.  and to approve approach 
permits for Ballem Western Services; Husker Real Estate, LLC; Oneok Rockies 
Midstream LLC; Sam-Patriot Lodging LLC; Sam-WC20, LLC; Watford Landing LLC; 
Brigham Oil & Gas; Continental Resources, Inc; Denbury Onshore, LLC; Liberty 
Resources; Newfield Production Company; Triangle USA Petroleum Corporation; 
Zavanna, LLC; and Zenergy, Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kadrmas Lee and Jackson asked for the Commission’s position on the Alexander 

by-pass; a position was not taken at this time due to lack of information.  Commissioner 
Chinn was appointed to be the County representative for this project. 

 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve the Chairman to sign a 

letter of concurrence for the proposed Watford City by-pass.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
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Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept Rolfson Oil’s fuel bid for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Engineer Greer presented the Road Department report.  The Board approved 

advertising for bids for the mag chloride supply for 2013 and a backhoe.  Bids will be 
opened at the February 5th meeting.  Greer reported he is advertising for a full time 
employee to replace Doug Bolken who has accepted a position with the Tourism 
Department. 

 
Following lunch break a public hearing was held addressing True Oil’s request to 

close a portion of section line.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the 
following resolution: 

 
 RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 WHEREAS, a petition to close a section of a section line roadway in McKenzie 
County has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further 
described as: 
 Beginning at the intersection of Sections 2, 3, 34, 35, Township 147 North, 
Range 101 West, said section line, and thence West to the intersection of Sections 3, 4, 
33, 34, Township 147 North, Range 101 West, with being thirty-three (33) feet in width 
on each side of the centerline of said section.  A survey will be provided the McKenzie 
County Commissioners office by True Oil LLC, within a reasonable time following the 
construction of its location facilities, and only the portion of section line occupied by the 
True Oil location facilities shall be discontinued pursuant to this Petition. 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, January 7, 2013, beginning at 1:00 PM CDT in 
the Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse at 201 Fifth ST NW, 
Watford City, North Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar, and 
Nordby present. 
 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Lawlar, seconded 
by Commissioner Chinn, and a vote of five aye and no nay.   
 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Public Hearings were held on the Watford City Residence Suites Subdivision; the 
Dore Industrial Park Subdivision; McKenzie Point Subdivision; Mondak Corner 
Subdivision; and the Rolling Hills Subdivision.   Tim Novak, Jeremy and Larry Heen all 
voiced opposition to the McKenzie Point Subdivision.  Moved by Nordby and seconded 
by Lawlar to approve advertising resolutions for the following subdivisions:  Watford City 
Residence Suites, Dore Industrial Park, Mondak Corner, and McKenzie Point 
Subdivision with the condition that once they have built 35 homes in the subdivision 
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they will incur 50% of the cost for the improvement of the intersection of County Road 4 
and HWY 85 shared with Hayden Farm Subdivision, and add wording on the McKenzie 
Point plat that Townships would have no responsibility for maintenance of roads within 
the subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Preliminary plats were presented for the following subdivisions:  Carlson 

Subdivision, Buffalo Hills Phase 2, Arnegard Estates and Watford Landing.  Complete 
legal descriptions are available at the Auditor’s office.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded 
by Cayko to advertise these preliminary plats and schedule a public hearing on 
February 5, 2013 beginning at 1:00 Central time.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
HR Director Giffin reported a committee has been formed to review the personnel 

policy, non DOT drug screening, salary and wage plan along with a PTO policy.   
 
Sheriff Rankin briefed the Commission on his department including the costs 

involved with sending prisoners to other counties and prisoner medical expenses. 
 
State’s Attorney Johnson spoke on the proposed legislation for stronger DUI 

laws. 
 
The Law Enforcement Remodel bid opening will be at 3:00 p.m. on February 5, 

2013. 
 
Discussion was held on the upcoming special meeting scheduled for January 

25th addressing planning and zoning. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:15 p.m. until January 25th at 1:00 p.m.  

 
 

January 17, 2013 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County reconvened at the Courthouse in 
Watford City, ND on January 17, 2013.  Commissioners present:  Ron Anderson, Doug Nordby, 
Roger Chinn, Richard Cayko and Rick Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Commissioners Cayko and Lawlar will attend upcoming meeting to discuss the 

possibility of a combined regional law enforcement center with Williams, Mountrail, Divide and 
Burke Counties.   
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Chairman Anderson discussed fines for hazardous garbage and potentially capping the 
fines at the landfill.  A representative from ABCO will attend the commission meeting on 
February 5 to discuss fines. 

 
Watford City Mayor Sanford discussed the Wolf Run Village housing project for public 

and law enforcement employees.  Sanford discussed county funding levels and length of 
commitment to the apartments.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to contribute 
$400,000.00 to Wolf Run Village project which will secure 10 units.  Length of term discussed as 
follows:  7 –two bedroom units, 3 – one bedroom units for ten years.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to regretfully accept the resignation from 

County Engineer Mike Greer.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board approved for HR 
Director Giffin to contract Executive Group to recruit an engineer with a salary range of $80,000 
- $120,000.00. 

 
At 10:00 a.m. the Commissioners moved to the meeting room and participated in the 

Western ND Energy Project Webinar.   
 
Following lunch break the meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. in the commission meeting 

room.  GIS Coordinator Jorgenson along with Deputy Clock discussed 911 addressing and 
training. 

 
Discussed temporary housing fees and application process.  Moved by Lawlar and 

seconded by Cayko to approve annual temporary housing fees for McKenzie County as follows:  
$400 per bed; non-residential - $600 per unit.  All previous fees approved by the Board are 
invalid.  Svihovec is to contact Ari Johnson to send letters to landowners with known temporary 
housing facilities. 

 
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve Tax Director Lovaas’ request to 

purchase a mid-size SUV for the Tax Director’s Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board will reconvene for a Special Meeting on January 25, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. to 

review the proposed zoning ordinances and comprehensive plan. 
 
 

January 22, 2013 
 

Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Nordby and Lawlar along with Auditor 
Svihovec attended the January 22, 2013 Planning and Zoning meeting at the McKenzie County 
Courthouse in Watford City, ND.  No discussions were held or action taken by the 
Commissioners. 
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January 25, 2013 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County reconvened at the Courthouse in 
Watford City, ND on January 25, 2013.  Commissioners present:  Ron Anderson, Doug Nordby, 
Roger Chinn, Richard Cayko and Rick Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 Planning and Zoning Commission Chairman Dale Patten and Planner Walter Hadley 
presented the following items of discussion which were identified as major issues of the 
planning commission.  

1. Grandfathered status for existing projects (plan vs significant improvement)  
2. Non-conforming uses after adoption of zoning regulations  
3. Mining operations/control of off-site negative effects on neighbors during CUP.   
4. Waste disposal sites, siting, distance to adjacent homes, and road impacts. 
5. Subdivisions within the Agricultural zone, how we preserve the county feel on 1 

acre.   
6. Agricultural split (40) acres and exemptions for all private/Ag uses, not 

commercial.   
7. Allowable/conditional uses within the Agricultural zone, expand list to include?   
8. Highway 85, south of Watford zoning, up zone to promote redevelopment.   
9. Work force housing/mancamps, regulate their initial improvement, exit strategy.   
10. Roads, Schools, Emergency Services, and infrastructure needs because of 

development.  
11. Coordinate/promote continued use of USFS lands for the economic benefit to 

county.  (comp plan) 
12. Define reasonable setbacks for structures/trees-along roadways with the 

possibility of corner visibility triangles for traffic safety.  
 

Several individuals were able to voice their concerns which included billboard 
size and mobile treatment plants. 
 
 Commissioners Chinn and Cayko excused themselves from the meeting at 3:00 
p.m. 
 
 The Commissioners requested a copy of the planning and zoning ordinances and 
written amendments by February 17, 2013 for consideration at the February 20, 
2013 Commission meeting. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 

 
___________________________   __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 5, 2013 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on February 5, 2013.  Present:  
Commissioners Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Wold. Vice-Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. in the absence of 
Commissioner Anderson. 
 

Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report along with the Pledge of 
Assets dated December 31, 2012.  Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to 
approve the minutes, treasurer’s report and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Nordby to accept the pledge of assets report 
as presented by Grantier.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mike Dunn, Construction Engineers and Todd Mitzel, ICON Architects explained 
the Construction Manager at Risk method of delivery being considered for the 
Courthouse expansion. 
 

Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to approve abatement applications 
submitted by Bud Chapin Trust and Nathan Hovde.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve submitting the Jail 

Facilities Agreement in the amount of $200,000.00 to the City of Watford City for the 
2013 calendar year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to approve the Antelope Creek 

Federal 5003 44-17H (Sections 8 & 17 T150N R103W) division order from Oasis 
Petroleum.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the budget amendments to 

the 2012 budget due to unanticipated expenses or other increases to costs:  increase 
Auditor to $367,505.40; increase State’s Attorney to $189,839.07; increase Tax 
Equalization to $157,422.14; increase Planning and Zoning to $361,624.61; increase 
Human Resources to $31,801.15; increase Buildings and Grounds to $351,332.99; 
increase elections to $50,023.39; increase Landfill to $2,250,801.43; increase Misc. 
Non-Departmental to $4,275,669,71; increase County Sheriff to $1,667,277.78; 
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increase County Jail to $740,342.27; increase County Coroner to $22,089.43; increase 
Disaster Emergency Services to $126,102.01; increase Budget Contributions to 
$852,000.00; increase County Road and Bridge to $42,968,809.17; increase Veteran’s 
Service Office to $36,553.68; increase County Park to $39,637.41, increase Hazardous 
Chemical Preparedness to $20,363.17; increase E-911 to $30,122.67; increase GPT 
Infrastructure Fund to $15,406,456.91; increase Health Unit to $67,056.43; all additional 
expenditures having been funded from cash on hand or unanticipated revenues.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Roger Chinn was appointed to attend the NDSU Extension Annual Review 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Nordby to approve a charity gaming permit to 
Team Keene.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Bids were opened for a skid steer loader and a backhoe at 10:00 a.m. as 
advertised.    Moved by Chinn and seconded by Nordby to accept Heggen Equipment’s 
bid for the skid steer loader in the amount of $56,351.29.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to accept RDO’s bid for the backhoe in the 
amount of $107,500.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 It was agreed to table the beer and liquor license application submitted by the 
Watford Mountain Camp for further review by State’s Attorney Johnson. 
 
 There were no fuel bids submitted at 10:30 a.m. 
 
 Engineer Greer presented discussion on GTI Industrial Subdivision access road 
and utility easement.  Ross Sundeen explained that the subdivision is located in the 
City’s ETA and the access road and utility easement are not.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the public road easement and utility dedication for 70 ft 
wide tract (surface only) with Edward & Charlotte Schilke in NW1/4 Section 32, T150N 
R98W; and the Road Easement dedication with Edward & Charlotte Schilke for 33 ft on 
NW1/4 and NW1/4NE1/4 of Section 32 T150N R98W except any portion contained in 
Lot 5 of Watford Nodak Subdivision. 
 
 Mike Dollinger presented approach and utility permits.  Moved by Nordby and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve utility permits to McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc; 
Brigham Oil & Gas, LP; On Site Water LLC; McKenzie Rural Water; Arnegard Holdings 
LLC; Oneok Midstream LLC; Saddle Butte Pipeline, LLC; Oasis Petroleum North 
America, LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approach permit applications were tabled 
for review with Planner Hadley. 
 
 At 11:00 a.m. bids were opened as advertised for mag-chloride and a landfill 
compactor.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept Z & S Dust Control’s 
bid in the amount of $.90/gallon for mag-chloride.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved 
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by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept Titan Machinery’s bid in the amount of 
$568,500.00 for the landfill compactor.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Kevin Magstadt, Wenck Associates, presented an engineering proposal to fill the 
vacant engineer position in the interim of McKenzie County hiring a new engineer.  
 

Following lunch recess public hearings were held at 1:00 p.m. for the Arnegard 
Estates Subdivision, Buffalo Hills 1st Addition Subdivision, Carlson Subdivision, 
Tumbleweed Subdivision and the Watford Landing Subdivision.  Moved by Chinn and 
seconded by Nordby to approve and publish resolution for the Buffalo Hills 1st Addition 
Subdivision (formerly Buffalo Hills Phase 2) as platted.  With the agreement that the 
improvements to 122nd Ave NW will be completed and that large developments in the 
next two years on the east side of the road will share in the improvement costs.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.    Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
remainder of the above mentioned subdivisions and publish resolutions.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Planner Hadley presented preliminary plats for the Amber Hills Subdivision and 

the Avalon Heights Subdivision.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept 
the plats and advertise for public hearing to be held March 5th at 1:00 p.m.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The Tri Township Joint Powers Agreement was tabled 
 
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve approach permits to 

Brigham Oil & Gas, Curt Richards, Continental Resources, Inc.; Jay Scolnick; McKenzie 
Electric Coop.; Watford City Lodging; Burlington Resources Oil & Gas; Newfield 
Production Company; Oasis Petroleum; QEP Energy Company; SM Energy; and 
Zavanna,LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
HR Director Giffin and Weed Board Officer Higgins updated the Board on issues 

and received clarification on policies.  The Board also approved the request to have an 
audit done on the Weed Board books.   

 
Giffin reported on issues being addressed by the Personnel Policy Committee 

which included discussion regarding infants at work and a work from home policy.  At 
this time the Board did not support the infants at work program.  Giffin also presented 
the need for janitorial services at the Library. 

 
At 3:00 the Law Enforcement Center Remodel project bids were opened.  Burton 

Youngs, Hulsing Associates, will review bids and provide a letter of recommendation to 
the Board. 

 
Mark Masterson, ABCO, discussed fines on toxic frac socks disposed at the 

landfill.  Fines will be tabled for 30 days to allow time for ABCO to resolve the situation. 
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Denton Zubke updated the Board on WAWSA and MCRWD projects.  Zubke’s 
request for an additional $1.5 million in funds to offset additional costs on the MCRW 
projects was tabled until the next meeting. 

 
Upon recommendation from State’s Attorney Johnson, Chinn moved and Lawlar 

seconded contracting with Pat J. Merriman for prosecuting services through the State’s 
Attorney’s office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to a contract with ICON Architects for 

the Courthouse expansion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:45 p.m. until Thursday, February 7, 2013 beginning at 

noon. 
 
 

February 7, 2013 
 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on February 7, 2013. Present: 
Commissioners Chinn, Cayko, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy 
Auditor Wold. Vice-Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. in the 
absence of Chairman Anderson. 

 
Engineering proposals from Wenck Engineering and Epic Engineering were 

reviewed, with no action being taken at this time. 
 
Engineer Greer presented a list of projects he feels should be considered as 

priority projects for the upcoming year.  Upon review, Chinn moved and Lawlar 
seconded the following projects as priority:  Route 16 Phase 2 (grade & pave); Route 50 
(mill, pave & digout); Route 27 (shape and surface); Route 38 (shape and surface).  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve the $1.5 million request 

from McKenzie County Rural Water District with the terms of the agreement to be 
determined at the March commission meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Chinn to approve the bids for the Law 

Enforcement  Center Remodel project as recommended by Hulsing Associates to 
accept the low bid from the three separate prime contractors as follows on the 
McKenzie County Law Enforcement Center Upgrade project: The general contractor 
bid, First Dakota Enterprises Inc. ($447,000.00); the mechanical contractor bid, Williams 
Plumbing & Heating Inc. ($276,000.00); the electrical contractor bid, Colstrip Electric 
Inc. ($346,990.00); for a combined total of $1,069,990.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
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Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to table the Liquor License Application 
submitted by the Watford Mountain Camp.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the Sheriff’s Department 

request to replace the fence around the county impound lot for an estimated cost of 
$22,000.00 from Dakota Fence.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 1:10 p.m. until February 20th at 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

February 20, 2013 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on February 20, 2013.  Present:  
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy 
Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Anderson and Planner Hadley presented the timeline for the Planning 

and Zoning ordinances to take place in McKenzie County in accordance to ND State 
Century Code. 

 
Gene Buresh, Roosevelt-Custer Regional Center, outlined the latest changes to 

the zoning ordinances as approved by the Planning Commission.  Several items were 
identified for clarification and further discussion by the Commission.  It was the 
consensus of the Board to ask for a written legal opinion from Ari Johnson, Johnson & 
Sundeen, addressing agricultural uses related to setback. 

 
Following extensive discussion Chairman Anderson requested that any 

requested amendments be prepared in writing at the final meeting. 
 
Planning and Zoning Commission Chairman Dale Patten offered, by resolution, 

the following two motions which were approved at their February 12, 2013 meeting: 
• Mr. Rick Lawlar made a motion to accept the McKenzie County Comprehensive 

Plan as well as the McKenzie County Comprehensive Map as amended. Ms. Kris 
Pacheco seconded. Doug Bolken, Paul Wisness, Daryl Flagen, Carol Norgard, 
Kris Pacheco, Rick Lawlar, Les Haugen, Kris Mrachek and Dale Patten voted 
aye. No members voted nay. Motion carried.  

 
• Mr. Doug Bolken made a motion to accept the McKenzie County Zoning 

Ordinances as well as the McKenzie County Zoning Map as amended. Mr. Rick 
Lawlar seconded. Doug Bolken, Paul Wisness, Daryl Flagen, Carol Norgard, 
Dale Patten, Kris Mrachek and Rick Lawlar voted aye. Les Haugen voted nay. 
Motion carried.  
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The resolution was accepted by Chairman Anderson. 
 
Future publication and meeting dates were confirmed for commission adoption of the 
comprehensive plan and zoning ordinances. 
 
With no further business the meeting was adjourned at 3:35 p.m. until March 5, 2013 
at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
_______________________________  __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ron Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
MARCH 5, 2013 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on March 5, 2013.  Present:  Commissioners 
Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m.  

 In the absence of Treasurer Grantier, Deputy Treasurer Anderson presented the 
treasurer’s report as prepared by Grantier.  Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar 
to approve the minutes, bills and treasurer’s report all as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to approve the name change of the 
Dakota Meadows Phase 2 subdivision to Dakota Meadows 1st Addition subdivision.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.   

 A motion was made by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
termination of legal services with Nilles Law Firm, effective February 16, 2013, and to 
transfer all McKenzie County files to Malcolm Pippin.  Upon roll call, all members voted 
aye.  Motion carried. 

 Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to appoint Bob Cross to the Water 
Resource District Board with a term to expire June 30, 2013.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to accept the proposal for the 
asbestos inspection from TDH Engineering in the amount of $6,500.00 for the Law 
Enforcement remodel project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to approve a division order from 
Abraxas Petroleum Corporation for the Jore Federal 2-11 #3H located in Sections 2 & 
11 T149N R97W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 The April Commission Meeting is scheduled for April 4, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
McKenzie County Courthouse and a special meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 8, 
2013 beginning at 1:00 p.m. for summer supply bid openings. 



217 

 

 Emergency Manager Samuelson reported on the increased number of oilfield 
spills and illegal dumpings around the county and addressed actions that need to be 
taken.  With the increased number of calls; Samuelson requested approval to purchase 
a vehicle for his department.  Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to approve 
purchasing a vehicle for the Emergency Manager and the Landfill with a spending 
allowance of $25,000.00 each.  The vehicles are not to be used for personal use and to 
be parked at the worksite when not in use.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Jon Cameron, Senator Hoeven’s Western ND Field Representative introduced 
himself to the Board and relayed the importance Senator Hoeven felt it was to staff an 
individual in Western ND. 

 Mark Koeser reported 11th Ave SE needs surfacing.  The Board instructed 
Koeser to scoria the road.  Mike Dollinger outlined upcoming road projects including:  
Route 50, Routes 27 and 38, Route 16, and Route 53. 

 Fuel bids were opened at 10:30 AM with only one bid received.  Lawlar moved 
and Nordby seconded accepting the bid from Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 Roger Brenna, representing the McKenzie County Township Officers 
Association, addressed roads issues and dust control application methods. 

 Lynn Hovde, Arnegard Township, questioned the location of several WAWSA 
risers located in the ditch.  Lynn requested the Board assist in resolving this issue. 

 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to bid for one or more motor grader 
with bid opening to be held on April 8, 2013 with bids due by Noon.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.    The specs should include the requirement that the existing snow 
equipment needs to be able to attach to the new equipment. 

 Approach and utility permits were presented by Mike Dollinger.  The procedure 
for approving the approach permits for residential and commercial properties was 
discussed.  The Engineer’s office will accept applications and initial approval is for 
design & location only.  Final approval for construction will not happen until the Planning 
and Zoning Department has approved the project. 

 Wayne Johnson, Terry Filler, Gene Transtrom, and Mike Anderson discussed 
improving an alternate route for oilfield traffic in order to relieve traffic past their homes.  
A meeting was scheduled for April 8, 2013 beginning at 10:00 am to address this 
further, Commissioners Anderson and Cayko will attend. 



218 

 

Following lunch break design and construction contracts on upcoming road 
projects were addressed.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to approve design 
and construction contracts with Heartland Engineering as follows:  2013 Gravel Project 
1 – 19.06 miles CR 27 & CR 38 not to exceed $128,575.00; County Rd 50 mill and 
overlay – 11.07 miles not to exceed $77,740.00 and to also approve the amendment to 
Interstate Engineering Inc. for engineering services for Route 53 from Route 53A to 
Johnsons Corner (approximately 8.5 miles) $239,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve Joint Powers Agreements 
addressing zoning authority with Grail and Tri Townships.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

Larry and Carla Sorenson addressed the construction of the Bakken Lodge 
adjacent to their property.  They were concerned with safety, trash and road usage.   

Lemoine Hartel was present to discuss proposed roads located in the Buffalo 
Hills 1st Addition Subdivision.  After visiting with the developer all issues were resolved. 

With no one in attendance for the Amber Hills and Avalon Heights Subdivisions 
public hearings; Nordby moved and Cayko seconded approving the plats as presented 
and publishing resolutions for both subdivisions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to approve approach permits to Hess 
Corporation; Burlington Resources Oil & Gas; Whiting Oil & Gas Corp; QEP Energy 
Company; Brad Wollan; Greg Hancock; Tim Child; GBH Realty; VIP Virtucon Properties 
LLC; City of Watford City; Three Forks; Brooks Kummer; Oneok Rockies Midstream, 
LLC; Robin Greenhagen Trust and utility crossing permits to Oneok Midstream; 
McKenzie Electric Coop; Oneok Rockies Midstream LLC; Saddle Butte Assets LLC; 
Kodiak Oil & Gas Inc; and XTO Energy Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

A replat of the Antelope Hills Subdivision was presented.  Moved by Nordby and 
seconded by Lawlar to approve the replat of the Antelope Hills Subdivision and to 
schedule a public hearing for April 4, 2013 at 1:00 p.m.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to purchase a 2007 Chevy Yukon for 
the Emergency Manager from S & S Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The Commissioners were presented with a letter of resignation from Sheriff 
Rankin.    Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to accept Sheriff Rankin’s 
resignation with regret and would like to thank him for his years of service to McKenzie 
County.  To appoint Captain John Fulwider as Sheriff for the remainder of Rankin’s term 
beginning July 1, 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Denton Zubke and Gene Veeder presented a proposal form Heggen Nelson 
Engineering for a one year contract for contract engineering and administrative services 
for the Water Resource District.  Zubke and Veeder will be attending the Township 
Officers meeting and will address the concerns of risers located in the ditches.  A written 
loan agreement between McKenzie County and McKenzie County Water Resource 
District was reviewed.  Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to accept the $4.5 
million loan agreement to the McKenzie County Water Resource District.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve amendments to 
the loan agreement as follows:  $4.5 million at 2.5% per annum for five years with the 
terms to be renegotiated at that time.  The Annual payment will be $288,000.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Nordby to accept the 
one year proposal from Heggen Nelson Engineering for contract engineering and 
administrative services for the Water Resource District.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Travis Wieber and Jessica Karls, Kadrmas Lee and Jackson, presented an 
update on the Watford City by-pass. 

Steve Meglich, Solidrock Earthworks LLC, addressed concerns with 11th Ave SE; 
he agreed to work with Mark Koeser regarding these concerns as Koeser plans to 
scoria this road. 

Sheriff Rankin joined the meeting and the Board thanked him for his years of 
service.  Rankin gave a brief department report noting concerns with the Sather Dam 
Radar Tower which Lloyd Clock will address in the future.  

Cindy Geiger and Kent Pederson with the McKenzie County Soil Conservation 
addressed concerns with 11th Ave SE and the need for more room at the tree shed. 

State’s Attorney Johnson discussed the liquor license applications from Sweet 
Crude Travel Center and the Watford Mountain Camp.  He also addressed mineral 
acres located in Sections 29, 32, and 33 T153N R93W received for assistance benefits 
provided to Frank P and Frankey Buzick.   Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to 
authorize the State’s Attorney to move forward  to cure title issues or defects for 
minerals owned by the County located in Sections 29, 32 and 33 T153N R93W.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

Wayne Krygier, Watford Mountain Camp, presented his business plan and 
requested approval of his application for a liquor license.  The application was tabled 
until the April 4, 2013 meeting. 
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Rick Swank, Sweet Crude Travel Center, presented his business plans and 
requested his application for a liquor license be approved.  This application was also 
tabled until the April 4, 2013 meeting. 

Rick Schreiber, Landfill Manager and Mike Greer, Wenck, presented a proposal 
for the extension of the McKenzie Electric line needed for the scale at the landfill.  
Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 500’ extension of the 
McKenzie Electric line in the amount of $6,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Schreiber reported on landfill activity.   

The meeting recessed at 5:00 p.m. until March 18, 2013 beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

March 18, 2013 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on March 18, 2013 at 1:00 pm.  
Commissioners present were Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold.  Commissioner Lawlar was absent. 

 Planning and Zoning Chairman Patten presented the comprehensive plan and 
map.  At this time the committee did not recommended any changes.  There were no 
amendments regarding the comprehensive plan or comprehensive map presented at 
this time. 

 Rod Landblom, Roosevelt-Custer Regional Council noted the following 
suggested changes be made to the zoning ordinances.  On page 15 correct title 2.10 to 
read County and Township Road Access; on page 43 change 4.3.1 to read Recreation 
District lots shall be a minimum of one (1) acre and shall have front and rear lot 
setbacks of not less than twenty-five (25) feet and side yard setbacks of not less than 
ten (10) feet; and on page 44 change 4.3.6 to read hazardous materials storage shall 
not be within six hundred (600) feet of any existing Residential, Mobile Home or 
Commercial District.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to accept these three 
changes as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Planning and Zoning Chairman Patten continued to outline the zoning 
ordinances.  Attorney Ari Johnson joined the meeting at 1:23 pm. 

 Johnson explained the County Commission would determine historical 
monuments and/or structures as addressed in the recreational district on page 24. 

 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to remove the word “air-tight” on page 
49 in sections 4.6.4 and 4.6.5.3.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 With no further questions of Mr. Patten, Chairman Anderson presented written 
amendments to be considered by the Board.   On page 15 addressing county road 
access to remove #3.) Shelterbelts shall be located a distance of not less than one 
hundred fifty (150) feet from the centerline of state and county highways, secondary 
county and township roads and major arterial streets and to remove  #2.) The minimum 
setback for trees from the center line of county roads shall be seventy-five (75) feet on 
page 16 addressing road setbacks and to renumber the remainder of this section to 
correspond with these changes.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Nordby to 
accept the amendment as presented.  A roll call vote was taken with Anderson - aye; 
Cayko - aye; Chinn – aye; Nordby – aye; Lawlar – absent.  Motion carried. 

 Anderson then presented a second amendment to change the wording on page 
16 to read the minimum setback for structures on U.S. Highway 85 shall be 250 feet 
from the center of the road.  All other State highways shall have a minimum setback of 
150 feet from the center of the road.  Moved by Anderson and seconded by Nordby to 
accept the amendment as presented.  Discussion was held and the question was called 
for.  Roll call vote was taken with Anderson – aye; Cayko – aye; Chinn – nay; Lawlar – 
absent and Nordby – aye.  Motion carried. 

 Commissioner Chinn presented an amendment on page 18 to change 3.4.2.7 to 
read farm based business.  a) One farm based commercial activity shall be allowed 
without necessity of obtaining a Conditional Use Permit. b) The following farm based 
activities shall be allowed without permit (subject to a above):  Chinn moved to accept 
the proposed amendment.  The motion died for a lack of a second. 

 Commissioner Chinn presented an amendment to the agricultural district 
conditionally allowed uses on page 23 that would add 26) all allowed and conditionally 
allowed uses in the commercial district except: (and a list could be created) and 27) all 
allowed and conditionally allowed uses in the Industrial District except (and a list could 
be created).  Chinn moved to accept the amendment.  The motion died for a lack of a 
second. 

 Planner Hadley proposed the addition of adding a conditionally allowed use in 
the agricultural district on page 23 as 26) storage of oil drilling rigs and related 
equipment for a period exceeding one (1) year.  Moved by Nordby and seconded by 
Cayko to accept that addition.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to add 17) Fresh water depots and 
industrial use freshwater pipelines excepting of the McKenzie County Water Resource 
District and Western Area Water Supply Authority pipelines on page 23 as a 
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conditionally allowed use in the agricultural district.  Following discussion the motion 
was withdrew by both Chinn and Cayko. 

 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to add fresh water pipelines for public 
utilities providing potable water to county residents as an allowed use in all five districts 
and to add agricultural use fresh water pipelines as an allowed use in agricultural, 
commercial, industrial and recreational districts and to add pipelines to the subheading 
fresh water depots as a conditional use in agricultural, commercial and industrial 
districts.  Roll call vote was taken with Anderson – aye, Cayko – aye, Chinn – aye, 
Lawlar – absent, Nordby – aye.  Motion carried. 

 Commissioner Lawlar was contacted via telephone and informed of the 
amendments that had been approved at this meeting.  The prepared resolution was 
read.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to adopt the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND ZONING ORDINANCES 
 
 WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning Commission presented a 
resolution at the February 20, 2013 Commission Meeting for acceptance of the McKenzie 
County Comprehensive Plan and map along with the McKenzie County Zoning Ordinances and 
the McKenzie County Zoning Map; all as amended,  
 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Planning and Zoning Commission on Tuesday, March 12, 2013, beginning at 5:00 PM CDT in 
the Commission Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse at 201 Fifth ST NW, Watford City, 
North Dakota. 
 
 WHEREAS, following the Planning and Zoning public hearing the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners met on Monday, March 18, 2013, beginning at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Meeting Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse at 201 Fifth ST NW, Watford City, North 
Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Nordby present and Commissioner 
Lawlar via telephone. 
 

WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan and map along with the McKenzie County Zoning 
Ordinances and the McKenzie County Zoning Map.  On motion made by Commissioner Cayko, 
seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 4 aye and one nay.   
 
 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, that is in the interest of the public that the McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan and 
Zoning Ordinances be approved as amended. 
 
 The Commission thanked the planning and zoning commission committee for all 
they have done. 
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 A final copy of the zoning ordinance will be provided to the Commission by the 
Roosevelt-Custer Regional Council prior to the April 4, 2013 County Commission 
meeting.  The resolution will be published on March 27th followed by a thirty day 
comment period for enactment. 

 Commissioner Chinn updated the Commission on the proposed Alexander by-
pass; no action will be taken by McKenzie County until the City of Alexander signs a 
letter of recommendation to the NDDOT. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 pm. 

 
____________________________  ______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ron Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
APRIL 4, 2013 

 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on April 4, 2013.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor 
Wold.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report along with a department 
update.  The Commission agreed to close the office at 3:45 p.m. to title work with the 
remainder of the Motor Vehicle Department closing at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 Tax Director Lovaas discussed a proposal from Forsgren Associates, Inc. to 
assist the County with establishing protocols, documenting the location and compliance 
of the temporary housing units, and administering the program on behalf of the county.  
Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to approve the contract with Forsgren for 
contracting administration of temporary housing permit program in the amount of 
$60,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Chinn to approve the treasurer’s report, 
minutes and bills with the exception of the Kennedy Scales, Inc. bill.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to approve a contract with Wenck 
Associates Inc. in the amount of $48,500.00 for updating the Hazardous Mitigation Plan 
as presented by Emergency Manager Samuelson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to appoint Construction Engineers of 
Grand Forks, ND as the Construction Managers on the courthouse expansion project.  
All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Paul Deutsch, Basin Brokers, presented a proposal for the purchase of the 

property adjacent to the courthouse located at 101 5th St NW, Watford City, ND.   The 
purchase price is $310,000.00 plus the County will pay $1,500.00 towards sellers 
moving expenses and for the inspection of the property located at 716 2nd Ave NE.  
Basin Brokers will not charge commission on the sale of the 5th St NW property.  The 
closing date will be June 15, 2013.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to 
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proceed with the purchase of the property south of the courthouse.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  
 
 Chairman Anderson reported that a copy of a petition which as mailed to the ND 
Dept. of Health with approximately 200 signatures addressing concern with the Ideal 
Oilfield Disposal, LLC. wa s also received at the Auditor’s Office.   
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to award the bid to Foley Brothers in 
the amount of $28,475.00 to add an entrance addition to the Water Resource/Storage 
building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 HD Director Giffin gave an update on employee status in various departments.  
Clerk of Court Roos and Deputy Clerk Lawlar presented a request for two part-time 
employees to address back log in their department and future maternity leave of two 
employees.   Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to approve the request for two 
part-time employees in the amount of $22,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 County owned mobile home usage was discussed.  At this time there are two 
units available.  One is intended for the Engineer when he comes on board and the 
Commission agreed to rent the other unit to Giffin on a weekly basis.  Giffin will prepare 
a plan for the county units in Wolf Run Village.   
 
 Individuals from the Sweet Crude Travel Center were in attendance as the 
Commission considered their application for off sale beer and wine with Sunday sales 
liquor applications.    Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the liquor 
applications from Sweet Crude Travel Center.  Lawlar voting nay, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby and seconded by Lawlar to approve a raffle permit for 
Pheasants Forever 248.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to write a letter to the NDDOT 
supporting the City of Alexander’s preferred route which is the west route or route B.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fuel bids were opened at 10:30 a.m. with bids received from Farmers Union Oil 
and Rolfson Oil.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Nordby to award the bid to Farmers 
Union Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Mike Dollinger will work with David & Gary Schwartzenberger to address road 
concerns in Terrace Subdivision.  The Commission agreed to have a 20 mph sign 
posted on Terrace Road. 
 
 Road issues and possibly a road agreement were discussed with Tervita 
regarding County Route 14.  The Commission approved Mike Dollinger to negotiate with 
Plote Construction for the purchase of river gravel.   
 
 Following lunch break Daryl Flagen addressed the Commission requesting an 
additional $20,000.00 for the East Fairview Lagoon.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Lawlar to approve Flagen’s request.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The public hearing for the Antelope Hills Subdivision re-plat was held.  Moved by 
Nordby and seconded by Cayko to publish the resolution for the Antelope Hills 
Subdivision re-plat.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Preliminary plats were received for the BDR Star Subdivision, McKenzie Ridge 
Subdivision, Westwood Business Park Subdivision and Northwood Business Park 
Subdivision.  The McKenzie Ridge Subdivision was tabled due to access issues and a 
public hearing was scheduled for May 7, 2013 at 1:00 p.m. for the remaining three 
subdivisions. 
 
 Lloyd Clock presented a proposal to relocate the radar tower at Sather Dam and 
partner with Richland County, MT for a joint tower.  The Commission supported the 
proposal and agreed to meet with Richland County Commission. 
 
 The Commission approved having Trane install a cooling system in the Sheriff’s 
Office library in the amount of $8,739.00. 
 
 Sheriff Rankin reported on recent incidents including 10 fatalities in McKenzie 
County since the beginning of the year. 
 
 Kevin Magstadt, Wenck presented proposals for the landfill.  The first proposal is 
for the design for a landfill security system, the design for a new truck drive through 
waste radioactive detection system, the design of required fencing for the newly 
purchased property to the south of the landfill and a dirt relocation plan for the excess 
dirt on the west side of the current operating landfill cell in the amount of $25,300.00.  
The second proposal includes hydrogeological/geotechnical investigation of the 
expansion property, soil survey, groundwater monitoring plan and Spill Prevention 
Pollution Control and Countermeasure Plan in the amount of approximately 
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$204,000.00.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by Chinn to approve the two proposals.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Kent Pelton, Newfield Production Co., requested to close a portion of the section 
line between Sections 11 & 14, T149N R98W.  He has obtained a road use agreement 
and easement to the County for access around the closed section from the adjacent 
landowners.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Nordby to advertise to close a portion 
of this section line and to hold a public hearing on May 7, 2013.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Wayne Krygier and Jason Remingon were present as their liquor license 
applications were discussed.  Wayne explained he has changed the name of his 
establishment from Mountain Lodge Camp to Watford Mountain Ridge LP.  Moved by 
Cayko and seconded by Nordy to approve an on/off sale liquor license to the Watford 
Mountain Ridge LP.  Lawlar voting nay, motion carried.  Moved by Chinn and seconded 
by Cayko to approve an off sale beer application to Remington. During discussion 
Commissioner Nordby expressed his concern with Remington’s request; a plan should 
be presented to the Commission including the building and business plan not just the 
application.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 

HR Director Giffin presented a proposal to offer Suhail A. Kanwar the public 
works administration position with a salary of $140,000.00.  Moved by Nordby and 
seconded by Chinn to approve the presented agreement with Suhail A. Kanwar.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 State’s Attorney Johnson reported on his department and agreed to follow-up on 
a road survey on Flat Rock Road.    
 
 Jim Johnsrud, EMS, reported on the current structure of the McKenzie County 
Emergency Response Department and future plans for the department including office 
space and living quarters. 
 
 Gene Veeder gave an update on the Rural Water Department and Wolf Run 
Village. 
 
 Auditor Svihovec presented a proposed 2013 Bankhead Jones Distribution 
worksheet for consideration of the Commission.  Moved by Cayko and seconded by 
Chinn to approve the distribution as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Tax abatement applications were presented for Alexander WF LLC (#3734) and 
Construction Services Inc. (#3735 & #3736).  Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko 
to approve Construction Services Inc.’s application.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Moved by Chinn and seconded by Nordby to approve the application submitted by 
Alexander WF LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar and seconded by Cayko to approve Representative Drovdal’s 
request for the annual EMS responder’s appreciation night to be held in July.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:35 p.m. 
 

April 30, 2013 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on April 30, 2013.  Present:  Commissioners 
Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor 
Wold.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 
The next set grievance meeting will be held May 9, 2013 beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

  
Chairman Anderson opened the hearing at 5:05 p.m. and explained the purpose 

of this hearing is to consider the grievances filed with the Auditor regarding Section 2.11 
(2) Road Setbacks under Article II:  General Provisions of the McKenzie County Zoning 
Ordinance.  Testimony was provided by attendees with discussion following.   
 

Commissioner Lawlar moved and Commissioner Cayko seconded preparing an 
amendment to the zoning ordinance 2.11 which was adopted on March 18, 2013 to be 
considered at the May 7, 2013 meeting.  The following amendment will be considered:   
2.11 (2)  The minimum setback for structures on U.S. Highway 85 and all other state 
highways shall be one hundred fifty (150) feet from the center of the road.  Roll call vote 
was taken:  Anderson – aye, Cayko –aye, Chinn –nay, Lawlar –aye, and Nordby –aye; 
motion carried. 

 The meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m. 

_______________________  _________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor   Ron Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 7, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on May 7, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy 
Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  Grantier along with Stacy 

Arnegard updated the commission on the Tobacco Gardens playground equipment 
project.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to accept the treasurer’s report, 
minutes and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to trade the 2011 Ford Crew Cab in on the 

purchase of a new vehicle for the Cartwright shop in the amount of $22,713.00 from 
Ryan Motors.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Cayko arrived at 9:10 a.m. 
 
Emergency Manager Samuelson presented a proposed burn ban for McKenzie 

County.       EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
BURN BAN PROCLAMATION 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County, North Dakota is under abnormally dry conditions; and 
WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County has either sustained or been threatened with rural fires 
as of this date; and 
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and property; 
and 
WHEREAS, the impact of fires could threaten the health, well-being, and safety of 
citizens in MCKENZIE County; and 
WHEREAS, the cost of response and the inordinate equipment wear may be far in 
excess of available County resources; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of MCKENZIE County 
Commissioners declares an emergency and proclaims a Burn Ban for MCKENZIE 
County, North Dakota effective immediately during times when the North Dakota 
Rangeland Fire Danger Index is in the High, Very High or Extreme Index for 
McKenzie County and to remain in effect until further notice.  ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO 
WILLFULLY VIOLATES THIS BURN BAN IS GUILTY OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR.  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this ban is applied to all open burning of any outdoor 
fire that may create a public safety hazard, including but not limited to: 
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• Barrel burning commonly referred to as garbage burning   
• Campfires 
• Chimineas 
• Cooking fires (barbeque grills and pits) 
• Fire pits 
• Fire rings 
• Patio heaters 
• Prescribed burns commonly referred to as controlled burns 
• Fireworks (except for professional commercial fireworks displays) 
• Smoking (cigarettes, cigars, etc):  Use ashtrays and proper disposal containers 
• Welders or cutting torches unless the user has on hand adequate fire 

suppression equipment 
• Charcoal grills 

Open Burning does not include: 
• Fireplaces within buildings 
• Gas grills 
• Fire training by professionally trained and authorized personnel 

Citizens are requested to follow their users manuals and manufacturer information as 
well as taking safety precautions such as having an appropriate fire extinguisher, water 
and shovel available. 
The North Dakota Rural Fire Danger Guide is posted on the North Dakota Division of 
Emergency Services website: http://www.nd.gov/des/info/firedanger.html or residents 
can contact the Sheriff’s Department.   
Effective May 7, 2013, an individual who willfully violates this burning ban is guilty of a 
class B misdemeanor, which is punishable by a maximum of thirty days imprisonment, 
or a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or both. 
DATED at Watford City, North Dakota this 7th day of May, 2013. 

Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the burn ban as presented by 
Samuelson.  Cayko voting nay, motion carried. 

 
Cordell Wold presented a letter on behalf of Emanuel Stroh, McKenzie Bay 

Marine Club requesting assistance with paving the road into the McKenzie Bay 
Recreation Area.  No action was taken on this request at this time. 

 
Recorder Johnsrud and Treasurer Grantier on behalf of the Courthouse 

employees requested July 5th as a paid holiday.   
 
Recorder Johnsrud presented Information Systems Corporation’s proposal for 

approximately $475,000.00 to have the Court, Superintendent of Schools, Treasurer 
and Auditor records digitized.  This request was tabled. 

 
Bids were opened for excess landfill equipment.  Moved by Nordby, and 

seconded by Cayko to award the bid for the 1973 Ford 755 Backhoe to Craig Kieson in 
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the amount of $3,250.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.  There were no bids received 
on the 1992 936F Caterpillar. 

 
Landfill Manager Schreiber presented proposals for drilling monitoring wells, a 

scale house and soil surveys at the landfill.  Moved by Chinn and seconded by Lawlar to 
accept the proposal from Satellite Shelters, Inc. for the scale house in the amount of 
$87,039.00 with an additional cost of $2,760.00 for a steel roof, the proposal from 
Interstate Drilling for the drilling of monitoring wells in the amount of $45,000.00 and 
Prairie Soil Consulting for the soil survey in the amount of $9,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Schreiber also presented a report on landfill activity.  Filter socks 
remain to be an issue.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to increase the fine to 
$1,000.00 per filter sock.  Lawlar voting nay, motion carried.  

 
The Board of Commissioners recessed to the County Park Board at 10:00 a.m., 

reconvening at 10:30 a.m.   
 

 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to approve McKenzie County Grazing 
Association’s request to retain an additional 25% of the grazing fees for conservation 
projects for 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Fuel bids were opened at 10:30 a.m.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to 
award the fuel bid to Farmers Union Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the funding request to replace 
the gas pump and repair the fish cleaning station septic system at Tobacco Gardens.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The following bids were reviewed and awarded from the April 8 & 19, 2013 bid 
openings. 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to table the Law Enforcement Remodel 
Security System bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to accept Mayo Construction Co. Inc’s bid 
in the amount of $2,272,324.91 for Route 50; Plote Constructions bid in the amount of 
$11,921,753.81 for Route 16 Phase II and Alexandria Gravel Projects bid in the amount 
of $1,792,864.50 for Gravel Project 1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 Only one bid was received for cutting edges, the bid bond was not attached 
therefore the project will be rebid. 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to award the riveted metal culvert bid to 
True North Steel and to award the gravel & scoria crushing bids to Gravel Products Inc.  



244 
 

All voting aye, motion carried.  It was agreed that Sundre Sand and Gravel will be used 
if Gravel Products is not available. 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to accept the RDO bid for 14 motor 
graders with a trade-in allowance of $3,542,000.00 and a net bid of $448,000.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussed land acquisition for Watford City county shop. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby to approve the request for July 5, 
2013 as a paid holiday.  Voting aye:  Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Nordby; voting nay:  
Chinn, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the tax abatement application 
submitted by Stacy Simonson for Lot 5 Block 2 of 3rd Addition to Watford.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson reviewed the status of the beer & liquor license policy and 
approach permit policy.   
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to accept a proposal from Foley Brothers 
LLC in the amount of $30,640.00 to add an entry addition to the Water 
Resource/storage building.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve the name change on the liquor 
license previously issued to Jason P. Remington to be issued to Grindstone Beer Co. 
LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 The motion from the May 7, 2013 public hearing addressing zoning ordinances 
was read and discussed.  Moved by Commissioner Lawlar, seconded by Commissioner 
Cayko to amend Article II:  General Provisions Section 2.1 (2) to read as follows:  The 
minimum setback for structures on U.S. Highway 85 and all other state highways shall 
be one hundred fifty (150) feet from the center of the road.  Roll call vote:  Anderson – 
aye, Cayko – aye, Chinn – nay, Lawlar – aye, Nordby – aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to send a letter to the Dickinson Division of 
the North Dakota Department of Transportation addressing safety concerns with HWY 
85 south of Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve Kringen Construction as the 
Construction Manager for the Cartwright Shop.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Discussion was held regarding a zoning joint powers agreement with Arnegard 
Township.  The agreement was tabled for further discussion. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to schedule a public hearing for June 18, 
2013 for vacation of street and alleys in Cartwright ND described as a portion of Third 
Avenue located West of County Road 16 and South of State Highway 200, the east half 
of Hup Street between 2nd Avenue and State Highway 200, and the 20 foot wide alley 
contained within Block 3 and vacation of a street in the former townsite of East Fairview 
ND described as Fourth (4th) Street located south of Lots 2, 3 and vacated alley Block 2 
of Corbett's First Addition to East Fairview, ND; and north of Lots 1, 11 and vacated 
alley of Block 3 of Corbett's First Addition to East Fairview, ND.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve right of way easements from 
Reservation Telephone Cooperative in IT 1365 PT NW1/4SW1/4 and ITs 496 & 1637 
PT Lot 1.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Commission approved Sherri Lervick’s request to place a gate on the 
section line road north of Jerome Lervick’s between 131st Ave and 132nd Ave. 
 

Following lunch break the Public Hearings began at 1:00 p.m.  No opposition was 
voiced on the four agenda items.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve to 
publish resolution for the BDR Star Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved 
by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to publish resolution for the Westwood Business Park 
Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to 
publish resolution for the Northwood Business Park Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.    

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to close the section line between Sections 
11 & 14, Township 149 North, Range 98 West beginning 661.55 feet west of the 
intersection of Sections 11, 12, 13, 14, Township 149 North, Range 98 West, of the Fifth 
Principal Meridian, said section line, and thence west 1908.37 feet with 33 feet in width 
on each side of the centerline of each section to a point ending 2569.92 feet west of 
said section line.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve preliminary plats as presented 

for McKenzie Ridge Subdivision, Dakota Meadows Subdivision – phase III, Saddle 
Ridge Subdivision, Misty Hills Subdivision, Starlight Subdivision, Moonlight Subdivision, 
Rakken Arrow Subdivision and Rolling Hills Village Subdivision with the public hearings 
to be scheduled for June 4, 2013 beginning at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve the Planning & Zoning 
Department to purchase a HP Elite tablet in the amount of $1,400.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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 Daryl Flagen presented a proposal for the expansion of the East Fairview 
wastewater treatment plant.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve the 
proposal from Interstate Engineering to complete the preliminary engineering report for 
the expansion of the East Fairview wastewater treatment plant in the amount of 
$20,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Tax Director Lovaas presented a comparison on temporary housing fees: she 
proposed setting the temporary housing fee as $1.50/square foot.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Lawlar to change the temporary housing fee from $400.00 per bed to 
$1.50 per square foot.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jane Witheridge, Tervita, requested that the Board not hold a special election for 
the public to approve or not approve the Tervita Oilfield Waste Landfill facility.  Moved 
by Nordby, seconded by Cayko that a special election will not be held on the Tervita 
Oilfield Waste Landfill Blue Buttes facility.  Voting aye – Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, 
Lawlar and Nordby.  Motion carried. 
 
  The Commission scheduled a meeting for June 18, 2013 beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
in the Commission Room at the Courthouse. 
 
 Chairman Anderson reported on the Arnegard Lagoon which has been turned 
over to a private individual. 
 
 Mike Dollinger gave a road and bridge department update.  Moved by Cayko, 
seconded by Lawlar to reduce the speed limit to 35 mph and to post rough road signs 
on Route 38.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to 
post 25 mph speed limit signs on 125th Ave from the by-pass to the junction of County 
37 and from Hwy 85 to ¼ mile past Carol Freed’s residence.    All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Lloyd Clock and John Fulwider reported on Sheriff Department activities 
including towing services and the amount of time spent responding to accidents on 
State Highways.  Clock reported that the Watford City Fire Department had pagers that 
are outdated and could not be programmed.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to 
approve purchasing replacement pagers for fire districts and ambulances.  Motion 
carried.   
 
 Steve Holen requested consideration for the crushed asphalt from the Route 50 
project to be used for the parking lot north of the elementary school.   
 
 Discussion was held on reimbursement for the commissioners and their wives 
over the age of 65 who do not qualify for the current Blue Cross Blue Shield insurance 
policy.    Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby that the Commissioners would be 
reimbursed for actual expense of health insurance premiums with a maximum of 85% of 
the cost of a family policy with the county.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Numerous members of the McKenzie County Emergency Responders presented 
the need for an emergency service building and discussed the currently implemented 
zoning check list.  Mayor Sanford presented the proposal and funding request for the 
emergency services building which will be located north of the post office.   Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to join the project in the amount of $600,000.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held with State’s Attorney Johnson on the current workload and 

the need for an intermittent position in his office.  The request for comment on 
chambering two additional judges in the Northwest Judicial district was discussed.  It 
was agreed that the county would take a neutral position on the issue.  Johnson will 
convey the county’s position to the ND Supreme Court office. 

 
The meeting recessed at 5:30 p.m. until the 3:00 p.m. May 9, 2013 meeting. 

 
May 9, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on May 9, 2013.   Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy 
Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 3:15 p.m. 
 

Todd Mitzel, ICON Architectural Group presented several layout plans for the 
Courthouse expansion project with several members of his office participating via 
telephone.  After reviewing the plans the Commissioners agreed that Concept 2 is the 
desired plan. 
 

Following a short break, Chairman Anderson opened the grievance hearings at 
5:03 p.m.  Joining the hearings were Dale Patten, State’s Attorney Johnson, and 
Planner Hadley.   
 

Justin Hughes, Nilles Law Firm, representing Northwood Enterprises presented a 
grievance with Section 3.4 – Agricultural Districts under Article II:  Districts.  When the 
Longview Subdivision plat was recorded it stated multi-family homes were being 
proposed in the subdivision.  Mr. Hughes requested to have multi-family units allowed in 
the agricultural district if there was an approved recorded plat prior to the adoption of 
zoning.  He also requested an agreement with the parties that the development 
currently in place would be allowed to continue.  With no further discussion this portion 
of the hearing closed at 5:53 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Lawlar excused himself from the hearing due to prior 

commitments. 
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Bernie Biegler, representing Big Mountain Homes presented his grievance with 

Section 3.4 County Zoning Map under Article III: Districts.  Mr. Biegler requested a 
zoning map change from agricultural to general commercial/industrial on Lot 13 SWSW 
Section 17 T150N R99W.  His intentions are to have a commercial mobile home sales 
business at that location.  With no further discussion this portion of the hearing closed at 
6:13 p.m. 

 
Mike Durbee, Colwell Banker, representing Great Plains Outdoor Advertising 

presented a grievance with Section 4.4 Signs and Advertising in Article IV: Special 
Provision.  Mr. Durbee requested review and revision of this section with input from the 
sign industry.  Mr. Patten, Chairman of the planning and zoning commission recognized 
that more work could be done on that section of the ordinance.  With no further 
discussion this portion of the hearing closed at 6:30 p.m. 

 
 Chairman Anderson opened up the hearing for discussion on the above heard 
grievances: 

Moved by Cayko and seconded by Nordby to deny the relief requested by 
Northwood Enterprises in the filed appeal regarding agricultural districts under Article II: 
Districts.  Roll call vote was taken:   Anderson - aye; Cayko - aye; Chinn – aye; Lawlar – 
absent; Nordby – aye; motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Nordby and seconded by Anderson to deny the relief requested by Mr. 
Biegler in the filed appeal regarding changing the comprehensive and zoning map from 
agricultural to general commercial/industrial in Lot 13 SWSW Section 17 T150N R99W.  
Roll call vote was taken:  Anderson – aye; Cayko – nay; Chinn – nay; Lawlar – absent; 
Nordby – aye.  Motion died for lack of a majority. 
 
 Moved by Chinn and seconded by Cayko to approve changing the 
comprehensive and zoning map designation on Lot 13 SWSW Section 17 T150N R99W 
to general commercial/industrial.  Roll call vote was taken:  Anderson – nay; Cayko – 
aye; Chinn – aye; Lawlar – absent; Nordby – nay.  Motion died for lack of a majority. 
Discussion on this grievance was tabled until the June 4, 2013 Commission meeting. 
 
 Moved by Cayko and seconded by Anderson to deny relief sought by Mr. Warner 
in the grievance filed regarding Section 4.4 – Signs and Advertising in Article IV:  
Special Provision.  Roll call vote was taken:  Anderson – aye; Cayko – aye; Chinn – 
aye; Lawlar – absent; Nordby – aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m. 
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May 29, 2013 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on May 29, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn and Rick Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor 
Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Commissioner Nordby was contacted via telephone to discuss the Northwest 

Judicial District Judgeship Chambers and possible locations.  Moved by Commissioner 
Chinn and seconded by Commissioner Cayko to approve the following resolution: 

 
NORTHWEST JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDGESHIP CHAMBERS 

WHEREAS, MCKENZIE County, North Dakota has seen dramatic population growth 
and with this an increased caseload for the Northwest Judicial District Court; and 
WHEREAS, Watford City, North Dakota is the county seat which is the approximate 
center of the southern portion of the Northwest Judicial District with excellent travel 
access from surrounding communities; and 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County Courthouse currently has court facilities that meet or 
exceed the Court Facility Standards with an expansion to the courthouse being 
designed. 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County Law Enforcement and District Court have existing 
service contracts/agreements in place with city and neighboring counties for services. 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the McKenzie County Commissioner respectfully 
request the new judgeship be chambered in the County Seat of Watford City, McKenzie 
County, North Dakota. 
All voting aye, motion carried.  The telephone call with Commissioner Nordby ended. 
 
The public works administrator, Suhail Kanwar was introduced.  Individuals from the 
water department, road and bridge department, landfill, planning and zoning and job 
development all gave a brief outline of department’s activities.  Discussion was held on 
the direction of the public works administrator. 
 
Following a break Heidi Brenna, ICON  and individuals from Kringen Construction 
visited with the commission regarding the construction of the Cartwright shop.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  ___________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor  Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 4, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on June 4, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Public Works Administrator 
Kanwar, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  Moved by Nordby, 

seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes, bills and treasurer’s report as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Extension Agent Thorne presented a proposal to partner with the NDSU 
Extension Service to upgrade the IVN video conference system; the current system is 
obsolete.    Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to partner with NDSU and purchase 
the Real/Presence Group 700 system in the amount of $9,599.00 and the maintenance 
plan for $4,080.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Recorder Johnsrud presented a proposal for digitizing records in courthouse 
offices.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to accept the proposal from US Imaging 
as presented by Johnsrud.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 The Board supported the letter presented by Commissioner Chinn to send to ND 
Senators regarding 5.1% sequestration fee withheld from Bankhead Jones payments. 

 Discussion was held on the May 9, 2013 Zoning Ordinances  

Zoning Ordinances 

WHEREAS, McKenzie County Commissioners held a public hearing on May 9, 2013 
addressing three filed grievances regarding the Zoning Ordinances. 
 
WHEREAS, Justin Hughes representing Northwood Enterprises filed a grievance with 
Section 3.4 – Agricultural Districts under Article II: Districts; requesting to have multi-
family units allowed in the agricultural district if there was an approved recorded plat 
prior to the adoption of zoning; 
 
WHEREAS, Bernie Biegler representing Big Mountain Homes filed a grievance with 
Section 3.4 County Zoning Map under Article III: Districts requesting a zoning map 
change from agricultural to general commercial/industrial on Lot 13 SWSW Section 17 
T150N R99W. 
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WHEREAS, Mike Durbee representing Randy Warner with Great Plains Outdoor 
Advertising filed a grievance with Section 4.4 Signs and Advertising in Article IV:  
Special Provision requesting revision of the section with input from the sign industry. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County Commissioners 
confirm the motions of the May 9, 2013 hearing and deny the requested relief sought by 
Northwood Enterprises, Big Mountain Homes and Great Plains Outdoor Advertising. 
 
This resolution is adopted on this 4th day of June 2013, on motion by                        
Commissioner Lawlar, seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of five ayes and 
zero nays. 

 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to advertise for a public hearing at 1:00 
p.m. on July 2, 2013 to close a section line presented by Craig & Barb Sorenson 
described as beginning at the northwest corner of Section 2, Township 153 North, 
Range 97 West, thence Easterly along the North Line of said Section 2, on an assumed 
azimuth of 90°00’00”, to a set iron pin at the Northeast Corner of IT #2141 in Section 2:  
Lot 2 Township 153 North, Range 97 West.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Denton Zubke, reported on SB2233 and the impact to McKenzie County Water 
Resource District. 

 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to accept Rolfson Oil’s bid for all fuels at 
all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to award Burski Excavating, Inc. the 
Landfill Leachate Pond 1, Equipment Garage and Landfill Improvements bid in the 
amount of $978,465.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to award Tractor & Equipment the cutting 
edge bid. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to award West River Striping Co. the 
pavement marking bid in the amount of $87,379.32.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to award Nelcon Inc. the bid on Route 16 – 
Phase III in the amount of $8,242,154.05.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to award Century Companies, Inc. the bid 
on Route 16 – Phase IV in the amount of $1,674,364.30.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to open Route 14 to 105,500 pounds gross 
weight from Hwy 23 to Hwy 73 and post the speed limit for loaded trucks at 20 mph.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to publish resolution for the following 
subdivisions with a comment period through June 30, 2013:  McKenzie Ridge 
Subdivision, Dakota Meadows Subdivision, Saddle Ridge Subdivision, Misty Hills 
Subdivision, Star Light Subdivision, Moon Light Subdivision and Rakken Arrow 
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Subdivision and to table the Rolling Hills Village Subdivision due to concerns with the 
name.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the Building and Planning 
Department fees as presented with the exception of the Vacation of Right-of-
way/Section line fee of $500.00.  Chinn voting nay, motion carried. 

 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve Joint Powers Agreements for 
zoning administration for Arnegard and Sioux Townships.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the Planning & Zoning 
consent agenda as presented including approvals for Construct Inc., Watford Ridge, 
and Tervita.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The Board approved Planner Hadley’s request for an additional staff member to 
assist with permits and zoning administration, with an estimated salary of $55,000.00. 

The Board gave approval for the Road Department to purchase snow plow trucks 
under the state awarded bid.  

 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to accept Ebel Integrators bid for the Law 
Enforcement Security System and Surveillance equipment in the amount of 
$352,750.52.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 The Board reviewed and denied the recent request for funding assistance for 
roads from McKenzie Bay Marine Club. 

 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve the following board 
appointments:  Water Board – Bob Cross (term expires 6/30/18); Human Resources 
Board – Jerome Lervick (term expires 6/30/16) and Dale Patten (term expires 6/30/16); 
Weed Board – Howdy Lawlar (term expires 6/30/17) and Commissioner Nordby will 
serve on the Planning and Zoning Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to approve an easement as amended to 
WAWSA for Lot 1 Block 3, Lots 1 thru 8 & 13 thru 18 of Section 36 Township 151 North, 
Range 104 West (Cartwright Shop).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve an 18 month contract with 
NRG to manage the IT Services Plan in the amount of $5,647.00 per month.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby to approve Kringen Construction’s 
proposal for excavation, site work, purchase and installation of fire pump storage tank, 
and installation of a water line for the Cartwright Shop project with a cost estimate of 
$354,974.90.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to participate with the Williston Vector 
Control for the purpose of coordinating with the Department of Defense Innovative 
Response Training missions to aerially apply larvicides and/or adulticides to the lands 
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and/or waters of McKenzie County for the control of mosquitos and other pest insects 
during the 2013 and 2014 calendar years for 50% of the cost of chemical only, up to a 
maximum of $50,000 per year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

HR Director Giffin presented a proposal for an E-time Module and payroll prep 
from Computer Professionals Unlimited Inc. in the amount of $7,500.00 which includes 
set-up fees.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to accept the proposal as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The Commission agreed that Giffin establish a re-payment plan of $50.00/month 
be established with Rick Schreiber for moving expenses that were not approved.   

Giffin presented a draft six month contract with Steven Jorgenson for GIS 
services which would begin July 1, 2013.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to 
approve the contract.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

The Commission then recessed at 3:00 p.m. for the County Tax Equalization 
Meeting and reconvened following that meeting at 3:30 p.m. 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve a raffle permit to the Friends of 
Mike.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve an oil and gas lease from 
Triangle USA Petroleum located in Section 14 T150N R100W:  I.T. #1288 in Block 6 of 
G.O. Haugan’s First Addition to Arnegard, including all streets and alleyways adjacent 
thereto.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Following presentations by Bob Gallagher, David Johnson and Terry Moe 
regarding the Ideal Landfill including a special election, the location and the landfill 
permit process; it was moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby that McKenzie County will 
not hold a special election regarding the Ideal Landfill.  Roll call vote was taken, 
Anderson – aye, Cayko – aye, Chinn – aye, Lawlar – aye, Nordby – aye, motion carried. 

Bernie Biegler joined the meeting to address his grievance with the zoning 
ordinances.  Chairman Anderson informed him that it had been denied and he will need 
to go to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

State’s Attorney Johnson agreed to work with Jane Witheredge,Tervita on a 
Route 14 road agreement.  The final version will be presented at the June 18, 2013 
Commission Meeting.   

Sheriff Rankin and Captain Fulwider updated the Board on several department 
issues including towing services and office space.  The Board thanked Sheriff Rankin 
for his years of service and dedication to McKenzie County as Rankin will retire on July 
1, 2013. 

 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to proceed with the purchase of 32 acres 
of land for relocation of the county shop and yard.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
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June 18, 2013 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on June 18, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Planner Hadley, Auditor Svihovec and 
Deputy Auditor Wold. Commissioner Chinn was absent.  Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Anderson opened the public hearing for two street vacations at 1:00 

p.m.  Three individuals presented their concerns with the vacation of a street in the 
former townsite of East Fairview ND described as Fourth (4th) Street located south of 
Lots 2, 3 and vacated alley Block 2 of Corbett's First Addition to East Fairview, ND; and 
north of Lots 1, 11 and vacated alley of Block 3 of Corbett's First Addition to East 
Fairview, ND.  This portion of the hearing closed at 1:14 p.m.  The was no one in 
attendance for the second hearing addressing the vacation of street and alleys in 
Cartwright ND described as a portion of Third Avenue located West of County Road 16 
and South of State Highway 200, the east half of Hup Street between 2nd Avenue and 
State Highway 200, and the 20 foot wide alley contained within Block 3.  This hearing 
closed at 1:15 p.m.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve the vacation of 
the Cartwright street and alleys. Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to deny the 
petition to vacate the street in East Fairview; to contract to have the culverts cleaned 
and post a dead end sign on the street.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jerry Samuelson reported on the road damages from the recent rains.  He has a 

tour scheduled with individuals from FEMA to address the damages. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve the Planning & Zoning consent 

agenda as presented including approval of Tamarac Investments.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve changing the name of Dakota 

Meadows Phase III to Dakota Meadows Second Addition and changing Rolling Hills 
Village Subdivision to ALN Commercial Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Planner Hadley presented the Subdivision Resolution as approved by the 

Planning and Zoning Commission.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to adopt the 
subdivision resolution.  Motion passed with a unanimous aye vote. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to appoint Jeremy Olson to the Planning 

and Zoning Commission (term ending 1/31/14) to replace Carol Norgard and to appoint 
Lisa Redford to the Social Service Board (term ending 6/30/16).  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The Board reviewed a letter from Dakota Meadows Subdivision regarding road 

use and upgrades.  It was agreed that Kanwar and Hadley will work on language to be 
considered addressing approaches and oil access. 
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Planner Hadley reported on activities in the Planning and Zoning department. 
 
The August Commission meeting will be held on August 8, 2013 beginning at 

9:00 a.m.; the September Commission meeting will be held on September 4, 2013 
beginning at 9:00 a.m.; the Preliminary Budget meeting will be September 19, 2013 
beginning at 8:30 a.m. and will include the Planning and Zoning consent agenda items; 
the October Commission meeting will be October 1, 2013 beginning at 9:00 a.m.  All 
meetings will be held at the McKenzie County Courthouse. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve reimbursement of moving 

expenses for Jeff Shaffer up to $2,500.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the road use agreement 

between McKenzie County and Tervita LLC for County Route 14.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to disclaim any mineral interest the 

County may have under the tract of land described as .26 acres in the NW1/4NE1/4 
being the portion of a right of way for a public road as surveyed and platted by the North 
Dakota State Highway Commission for Federal Aid Project #312A, Section 23 T150N 
R98W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chairman Anderson presented the following declaration: 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota experienced 4.5 inches of rain from May 
18,2013 through May 31, 2013 and an additional 1.8 inches of rain from June 1, 2013 
through June 3, 2013, and 
WHEREAS, the impact of excessive rain through the duration of these storms caused 
road erosion, saturation, and massive surface damage to approximately 500 miles of 
County and Township roads and causing safety concerns to the citizens of McKenzie 
County; and  
WHEREAS, continued restoration activities may have a serious financial effect on the 
Townships and McKenzie County in general. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County 
Commissioners declares that an emergency exists in McKenzie County, North Dakota. 
Dated this 5th day of June, 2013. Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve the 
emergency declaration as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to apply a zone change application with 
the City of Watford City for the property the County purchased described as Lot 1 Block 
4 5th Addition, Original Townsite Watford City, ND.  The application would be to change 
from R4 to CF (Community Facilities).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The Commission approved to proceed with the survey for the proposed Watford 
City Shop location. 
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Commissioner Cayko will represent the Commission at the Regional Jail meeting 
to be held in Stanley. 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to enter into executive session at 2:57 
p.m. to discuss an employee termination claim.  All voting aye, motion carried. Assistant 
State’s Attorney Ari Johnson was reached via telephone.  Executive session ended at 
3:09 p.m.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to instruct legal counsel to turn this 
claim over to NDIRF for resolution.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

_______________________________  __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 2, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on July 2, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, and Auditor Svihovec. 
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s report along with the pledge of 

assets as of June 30, 2013.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the bills, 
minutes, treasurer’s report and pledge of assets as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve Denton Zubke’s request to 

transfer the System 2 water tap at Charlie McNaney’s to the Grassy Butte Fire 
Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to approve a right-of-way easement with 

McKenzie Electric Cooperative, Inc. for IT 1365 pt NW1/4SW1/4 of Section 24, T150N 
R99W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec presented the temporary housing administration project 

progress report from Forsgren Inc.  Invoices amounting to $105,326.10 have been sent. 
 
Steve Mortenson and Robert Harms, Independent Water Providers requested 

amendments to the zoning ordinance to include fresh water depots and pipelines as an 
allowed use in industrial and commercial zoning districts and to include fresh water 
pipelines as an allowed use in Agricultural Districts.  Following discussion Chairman 
Anderson clarified that the requested changes to zoning ordinances will have to go 
through the planning and zoning board and are subject to a review process. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to award the fuel bid to Rolfson Oil for all 

fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to execute an agreement for sale of 

gravel and scoria crushing with David and Steven Lassey located in the S1/2SE1/4 of 
Section 29 T152N R103W and N1/2NE1/4 of Section 32 T152N R103W.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Mark Koeser presented quotes he had received for snow plow equipment and a 

slide in sander.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to accept the proposals per the 
recommendation of Koeser to accept the DTE Inc. quote for 2 sets of snow plow 



269 
 

equipment totaling $85,746.00 and the quote from Swanston Equipment Co. for a slide 
in sander in the amount of $10,680.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to accept the maximum guaranteed price 

from Kringen Construction presented in an e-mail dated July 1, 2013.  A formal written 
document with signatures will be requested by Public Works Director Kanwar.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board approved purchasing and hauling of 20,000 tons of gravel to be mixed 

with milled asphalt off Route 50. The hauling cost is approximately $572,000.00. 
 
Dollinger reported that North Star has been contracted to blade and maintain 

Route 12 and Route 6 for eight weeks in the amount of $177,747.89 and to haul and 
place 80,000 tons of aggregate on Routes 6 and 12 amounting to $2,388,000.00. 

 
HR Director Giffin will work with Mike Dollinger to determine Title VI compliance 

for the County.  This is needed to be considered for Emergency Relief funds for the 
Beicegel Creek Bridge.   
 
 Following lunch break the public hearing addressing the closing of the Section 2 
T153N R97W section line was held.  With no public appearing in opposition of the 
petition, it was moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve the resolution granting 
the petition and closing of the section line.  All voting you, motion carried. 
 
 The Board approved the request from Dakota Meadows to provide “No Through 
Traffic” sign on the west end and a “Dead End” sign on the east end of the recently 
improved road section on 23rd St NW per the owner’s request.  There was no action 
taken on the load restriction request. 
 
 Dale Patten presented a written request for consideration of implementing a six 
month moratorium for any conditional use permits and building permits related to new 
temporary housing permit applications and permits for the expansion of existing 
temporary housing projects. 
 
 HR Director Giffin reported on activities in her department.  The Board was not 
interested in joining with Dunn County and contracting an outside firm to do a position 
and salary analysis.  Giffin’s request for approval to implement random drug screening 
for all county employees which includes pre-employment drug screens for all new hires 
was referred to the Personnel Policy Committee. 
 
 Sheriff John Fulwider and Captain Lloyd Clock discussed ongoing operations and 
salary adjustments in the Sheriff’s Department.  The Board agreed to adjust Fulwider’s 
salary to $70,420.00 and Clock’s to $61,193.00 effective for the July payroll. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to approve contracting Lexipol to write a 
policy and procedure manual for the Sheriff’s Department.  All voting aye, motion 
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carried.  The first year cost of $6,850.00 will be reimbursed with the oil impact grant 
money through the Attorney General’s Office.  
 
 Attorney General, Wayne Stenehjem, updated the Board on two grant programs 
available to law enforcement agencies. 
 
 State’s Attorney Dennis Johnson presented a proposal for future States Attorney 
services.  The proposal included comparisons to Williams County State’s Attorney 
staffing.  The Board will consider the proposal and address it again at the July 15, 2013 
meeting. 
 
 Further discussion was held on temporary housing.  The Board made a decision 
not to implement a moratorium on temporary housing at this time. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to approve reimbursement of 60% of the 
cost ($1,800.00 maximum) for Denise Giffin to attend the National Human Resource 
Conference.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Carol Kieson and Suhail Kanwar presented a proposal for approach, utility and 
cattle guard application fees, as well as a driveway, new access and new section road 
management policy.  The Board will review the proposal.  The Board approved PWD 
Kanwar’s request to re-negotiate the terms of the contract with Heggen-Nelson for 
Water Resource District administrative services. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko agreed to serve on the Nominating Committee for the ND 
County Commissioner’s Association.   
 
 The Board agreed with Commissioner Nordby’s request that the Board submit 
written comment on proposed Watford City Bypass for an overpass on Hwy 85 south of 
Watford City to reduce congestion at the Hwy 23/Hwy 85 intersection. 
 
 The meeting recessed until July 15, 2013. 

 
 

July 15, 2013 
 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on July 15, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. 
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Chairman Anderson reported that along with Commissioners Nordby and Chinn, 

Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold, he met with individuals from ICON 
Architectural Group to review the courthouse expansion project earlier in the morning. 
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The Board recessed at 10:00 a.m. for the McKenzie County Park Board Meeting 
and reconvened at 10:40 a.m. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to authorize State’s Attorney Johnson to 

admit service for the county and take judgment stating that the county has no interest in 
S1/2SE1/4SW1/4 Section 32 T152N R104W in Yellowstone Township.  This is to 
correct County Deed 333758 to John F. or Susan K. Furniss, dated 11/17/98.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Public Works Director Kanwar and Human Resource Director Giffin discussed 

several employee issues in the Road Department and Water Resource District.  Moved 
by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve Kanwar’s request to fill the budgeted vacancy 
and an additional operator position for the Water Resource District.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The Board also approved Kanwar to award a 911 addressing contract 
to Environmental GIS Consulting for $30.00/hour for approximately 32 hours a month. 

 
Following lunch Vice-Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. as 

Chairman Anderson was meeting with representatives from the Governor’s office. 
 
Dale Patten and Planner Hadley joined the meeting.  Hadley presented the July 

8th Planning and Zoning minutes along with the consent agenda.  Patten’s concerns 
included the Core Construction Group Conditional Use Permit and the need for outside 
review of septic approvals.  Patten requested the Commission to consider pulling the 
temporary housing applications from the consent agenda and consideration of a six 
month moratorium for skid shacks and RV temporary housing which could include 
provisions for construction season RV’s.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to 
accept all items on the consent agenda except the Camp Creek Development Variance, 
approved items included Xtreme Drilling conditional use permit; Busy Bees Hot Oil 
Service conditional use permit; Core Construction Group conditional use permit and to 
include a one year review of the skid units; Gary Lundberg conditional use permit for 
one lot; McKenzie Electric conditional use permit; Watford Place conditional use permit 
upon payment of taxes;  comprehensive plan change for South 30 Meadows; approval 
of the Dixon Subdivision; Great American Lodge conditional use permit with added 
conditions that fence be placed around the property; adoption to change Zoning 
Ordinance 4.4.2 (3) to read “No flashing or scrolling lights or messages are allowed” 
and to add under 4.4.2 “This ordinance does not supersede any other applicable law or 
regulation including but not limited to state and federal  highway department 
regulations.”; and Misty Creek Subdivisions comprehensive plan change from Industrial 
to residential and to approve the duplexes in place but no further construction until a 
response from emergency services is obtained.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board reviewed a proposal from Ahtna Technical Services Corporation for 

repairs to the Library roof in the amount of $85,000.00.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by 
Cayko to approve participation in the library roof repairs per the agreement with Watford 
City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The Board approved to waive the landfill fees for the courthouse expansion 
debris. 

 
Travis Wieber, Kadrmas, Lee & Jackson presented the Watford City by-pass 

proposal and discussion was held. 
 
The meeting recessed to the Courthouse meeting room for an oil and gas road 

meeting which began at 3:05 p.m. with approximately 30 individuals in attendance.  
Discussion was held on the current road conditions, future McKenzie County road 
projects and funding.  The meeting recessed to the Commission room at 4:35 p.m. 

 
Discussion regarding the State’s Attorney position was held.  It was the 

consensus of the Board that there is a need for a full time State’s Attorney and at the 
next election cycle the position will be advertised as a full time position. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to authorize payment of $110,000.00 

earnest money for the Watford City county shop location acquisition.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve a promissory note for loan to 

the Water Resource District in the amount of $2,330,257.23 payable in full by December 
31, 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board approved contracting Eide Bailly to conduct a forensic audit on the 

2012 Water Resource District books per request of the Public Works Director Kanwar 
and recommendation from audit staff. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve a Joint Powers Agreement for 

purchasing a centralized and coordinated acquisition of Public Administration Support 
Services per HB1041.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m.  

 
 
_________________________________  __________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 8, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on August 8, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. 
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented a department report along with the treasurer’s 

report.   Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve the treasurer’s report, 
minutes and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Rory Nelson, ND Energy Impact Coordinator was introduced. 
 
The Board approved contracting Taylor Olson with Furuseth Law Firm to interim 

as McKenzie County State’s Attorney Services. 
 
Steve Meyer, McKenzie County Housing Authority updated the Board on the 

status of Hillside Court and the county owned mobile homes.  Meyer requested that the 
Housing Authority Board be compensated for the meetings in which they attend.   
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve compensation in the amount of 
$50.00 per meeting retroactive to January 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Emanuel Stroh and several other individuals representing McKenzie Bay 

approached the Board requesting funding for road improvements.  This request was 
tabled. 

 
Clerk of Court Roos met with the Board to discuss salaries in her department.   
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to award the fuel bid to Rolfson Oil for all 

fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Keith Winter upon recommendation of Attorney C.E. Brooks presented a permit 

to improve section line right-of-way for improvement of section lines located in T152N 
R94W and T153N R94W.  Brooks recommends the permit be issued to Continental 
Resources, Inc. by the County.   Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve the 
permit to Continental Resources, Inc. as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Winter alsoreported on the quiet title action lawsuit. 

 
Public Works Director Kanwar presented a policy for sharing equipment between 

departments.  Discussion was held on several different roads including Hungry Hollow 
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Road and the Long X Road.  The Commission agreed to add scoria and post a 5 ton 
per axle limit on the Long X Road.    

 
Landfill Director Schreiber reported on the amount of trash coming into the landfill 

on a daily basis.  He requested purchasing a larger loader to handle the increase.  
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to purchase a 744 John Deere loader costing 
approximately $280,000.00 to be used at the Landfill.  This purchase will be classified 
as an emergency purchase to address the increased trash volume.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   

 
A road meeting has been scheduled for August 27, 2013 beginning at 10:00 a.m.  

It was also decided to hold a second commission meeting for the next few months to 
handle the increased requests for the Commission.  The following dates have been 
added to the Commission schedule:  September 7, October 15, November 19 and 
December 17.  These meetings will begin at 1:00 p.m. at the McKenzie County 
Courthouse. 

 
Denton Zubke, Water Resource District discussed options for turning the rural 

water system over to WAWSA versus retaining ownership.  Ingrid Heggen updated the 
Board on the various water systems, number of users, loan amounts, metering, etc.  It 
was the consensus of the Board to retain the rural water system and review the transfer 
in the future.  The Board also tabled an internal controls audit for 6 months to determine 
the need. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to appoint Barbara Bauman to replace 

Daryl Flagen on the Planning and Zoning Board.  Her term will expire on January 31, 
2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve a division order with Zenergy, 

Inc. for the Knels 17-8H located in Sections 8 & 17 T151N R104W and a division order 
with Newfield Exploration Company for the Berg Federal 149-97-30-31-1H located in 
Section 30-T149N R97W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve a special permit to Eric 

Sorenson for D & M’s Office to serve alcoholic beverages at the Jarvis Sorenson 
residence on September 7, 2013.  Motion carried with Commissioner Lawlar voting nay. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve a raffle permit for the Grassy 

Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve the purchase of two Tahoes in 

the amount of $33,917.00 each from Puklich Chevrolet for the Sheriff’s Department.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve participating in ICON 
Architects feasibility study for a regional jail in the amount of $2,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Planner Hadley gave a department update in which he requested the 

Commission to add a code enforcement position to the Planning Department and also 
implement a pre-application fee policy. 

 
Mike Dollinger gave an update on the Little Beiceigle Creek Bridge funding and 

other department activities.  The Board approved Ron Jore’s request to have the speed 
limit past his house posted as 25 mph.  The Board approved Dollinger to negotiate a 
gravel agreement with Jim Bredwick and Nancy Transtrom and to negotiate an 
agreement with North Star  to stockpile class 13 gravel in the Keene area. 

 
HR Giffin and Weed Officer Andrea Higgins requested that the part time 

administration position with weed department be replaced with a full time position. 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve the request for a full time 
administrative position beginning in January 2014 with a wage of $15.00 per hour.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
HR Giffin and Tax Director Lovaas requested a budget amendment to add an 

additional full time administrative position in the Tax Director’s office.  Starting wage will 
be $16.83/per hour.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve the position as 
requested.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Upper Missouri District Health Budget Hearing was called to order at 1:45 

pm.  With there being no person present in favor or opposition to the proposed budget, 
the Board unanimously approved the 2014 UMDHU budget as presented.  

 
Following a video presentation by NDPERS outlining the Law Enforcement 

Retirement and a presentation by Deputy Ficken, it was moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Cayko to convert the Sheriff Department employees to the Law Enforcement Retirement 
program beginning January 2014.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 

Sheriff Fulwider presented the Arnegard City Jail Agreement for the remainder of 
2013.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve the agreement in the amount 
of $4,000.00 for the remainder of 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Tax Director Lovaas presented a proposal from Thos. Y. Pickett & Company, Inc. 

for industrial facility appraisal services in the amount of $59,250.00 per year for 2014 
and 2015.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve the contract as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Precise and Fleetmatics presented AVL services which they provide via video 

conference. 
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MaLissa Schroeder met with the Board to discuss the head custodian position.  
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to appoint MaLissa Schroeder as head 
custodian with a salary of $51,500.00/year, effective August 2013 payroll.  All voting 
aye, motion carried.  The custodian department will report directly to Public Works 
Director Kanwar. 

 
The meeting recessed at 5:30 p.m. until August 9, 2013 at noon. 
 
 

August 9, 2013 
 
Commissioners Anderson, Nordby, and Lawlar along with Auditor Svihovec met 

with a potential State’s Attorney candidate at Outlaw’s Board Room in Watford City over 
lunch.  Following lunch the group met at the Courthouse Commission Room for an 
interview.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m.   
 
 
 

August 27, 2013 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on August 27, 2013. Present: Ron Anderson, 
Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, PWD Kanwar and Auditor 
Svihovec.  Chairman Anderson called the special meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the purchase of the 

Fleetmatics AVL system for all county owned vehicles with a monthly fee of 
$32/month/unit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 PWD Kanwar reported that Nuverra Environmental Solutions agreed to fund $1 
million toward pavement of 132nd Avenue to the County landfill.  The Board agreed that 
pavement of the road should be included in 2014 budget. 
 

Fred Schwartz, Kimley-Horn Associates Inc., gave a presentation on planning 
processes and matching an acceptable level of service to meet the demands of the 
community. 
 
 Corey Bergman, MFRA presented information regarding transportation planning 
and financial needs.  Three potential routes were identified to connect HWY 1806 with 
HWY 85.  Route A is 28.6 miles, Route B is 21.4 miles and Route C is 23.1 miles.  The 
Board discussed that Route A would be the most beneficial and preferred route for oil 
truck traffic.  PWD Kanwar will obtain proposals from Kimley-Horn Associates and 
MFRA for long term road planning.  
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The meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
_________________________________ _____________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 4, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 4, 2013.   Present: Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  
 
Marcia Washburn requested office space for the public health nurse in the 

courthouse once the expansion project is completed.  The Board will consider this 
request. 

 
Following discussion regarding the county owned mobile homes, it was moved 

by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to retain the county mobile homes and implement twelve 
month leases with rent remaining at $800.00 a month.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
MaLissa Schroeder will now manage the mobile homes for the county. 

 
David Drovdal thanked the Commissioners for their support with the Emergency 

Responders appreciation night and all that they do.  He also addressed landowner 
rights regarding water lines in road right-of-way.    Drovdal requested that the County 
consider charging a fee with their permits and that a portion of that fee would be 
returned to the landowners.  

 
Emanual Stroh and several other McKenzie Bay cabin owners requested 

financial assistance for road improvements that were recently completed at McKenzie 
Bay.   

 
Steve Rude, AE2S, presented concerns with the recent survey of the County 

property which includes the Courthouse and the Water/Storage building.  The 
Commission agreed that these issues need to be resolved and approved additional 
survey work to be completed to correct any inaccuracies.   

 
Sheriff Fulwider and Lloyd Clock reported on activities in the Sheriff’s 

Department.   Moved by Nordby and seconded by Cayko to approve the purchase of 
two Chevy Tahoe vehicles for the Sheriff’s Department from Puklich Chevrolet in the 
amount of $33,917.00 each.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Two older vehicles will be 
sold at auction. 

 
Upon review of the bills, it was moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve 

the minutes, bills which included a Rink Construction bill for road maintenance and the 
treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to award the fuel bid to Rolfson Oil for all 

fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Emergency Manager Samuelson reported on the FEMA claim which was 

submitted following the rain events which led to the Disaster Declaration. 
 
A road condition report was presented by Mark Koeser.  Moved by Nordby and 

seconded by Lawlar to designate the portion of 134th Ave north of the 37th ST junction 
as a minimum maintenance road.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Koeser expressed 
concerns with the AVL system which will be installed on all County equipment next 
week. 

 
Following further discussion, it was moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to 

contribute $100,000.00 to McKenzie Bay Marina’s road improvement project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to give Mike Dollinger a $10,000.00 bonus 

for taking on additional responsibilities upon the resignation of Engineer Greer.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve liquor license application fees 

beginning in 2014 as follows:  Liquor, including wine, any sales, including Sundays 
$600.00; Wine only, including Sundays $200.00; Beer, any sales, including Sundays 
$200.00; Beer, off sale only, including Sundays $200.00; Special Permit $50.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  The Planning and Zoning Commission will address the 
requirements for liquor establishments. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded Chinn to approve a Gravel, Rock, Scoria or Clay 

agreement with Harry Bredwick and Nancy Transtrom.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chairman Anderson appointed Treasurer Cheryl Grantier as the McKenzie 

County delegate at the North Dakota Association of Counties Conference. 
 
Following lunch break, Planner Hadley and Assistant Planner Edson presented 

the Planning and Zoning consent agenda from the August 12, 2013 meeting.  Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve the consent agenda as presented with the 
exception of items 14 (Bakken Western Service – CUP/Variance – Solid waste facility) 
and 17 (Legion Terminals – Zone Change and CUP).  All voting aye, motion carried.  
The Board took additional testimony regarding the Bakken Western Services and 
Legion Terminals.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to accept items 14 (Bakken 
Western Service – CUP/Variance – Solid waste facility) and 17 (Legion Terminals – 
Zone Change and CUP).  Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar and Nordby voting aye, Chinn 
voting nay, motion carried. 
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Planner Hadley presented proposed local building code policy amendments 
which included deposits for building permits and to include fire safety requirements.  
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve recommended building code policy 
amendments as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Dale Patten presented options for the Commissioners to consider regarding 

Industrial Water Conditional Use Permits for underground pipelines, water depots, and 
temporary above ground water lines.  The Board requested the Planning and Zoning 
attorney investigate actions that can be taken for installation of industrial water pipelines 
without a permit. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve extending the Johnson and 

Sundeen contract as the Planning and Zoning Attorney under the same terms as the 
existing contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve a raffle permit to Ducks 

Unlimited.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to award the Little Beicegel Creek Bridge 

Repair project to Industrial Builders Inc. in the amount of $546,915.60.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec presented the preliminary budget.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded 

by Chinn to publish the preliminary budget as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Department budget hearings will begin at 9:00 a.m. on September 19, 2013.   

 
The meeting recessed at 4:40 p.m. until September 17, 2013. 

2014 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
2012 2013 2014 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
   County Board 161,069.82 189,772.00 206,693.00 

Housing Authority Board 0.00 0.00 3,230.00 
Clerk of District Court 264,361.57 280,954.00 317,084.00 
County Auditor 367,505.40 420,165.00 517,135.00 
County Treasurer 232,031.58 271,651.00 368,686.00 
State's Attorney 189,839.07 215,316.00 342,385.00 
County Recorder 288,643.11 333,521.00 384,215.00 
County Superintendent 77,484.94 91,949.00 94,285.00 
Tax Director 157,422.14 193,282.00 473,031.00 
Planning & Zoning 361,624.61 569,197.00 920,877.00 
Human Resources 31,801.15 109,065.00 191,298.00 
GIS Department 76,989.10 94,652.00 73,500.00 
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Custodian 196,770.99 229,501.00 193,014.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 154,562.00 185,000.00 265,000.00 
Building Fund 294,002.73 2,000,000.00 5,500,000.00 
Elections 50,023.39 2,500.00 53,900.00 
Landfill 2,250,801.43 2,091,046.00 1,336,020.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 25,389.91 28,700.00 46,500.00 
WSI Medical Expense 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Job Service 8,588.70 7,500.00 12,000.00 
Audit Fees 19,330.00 18,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 12,730.14 6,000.00 25,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 29,570.74 30,000.00 40,000.00 
Energy Grants for Third Party 184,058.01 0.00 0.00 
Rental Property 15,135.39 65,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone Service 720.00 720.00 1,500.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 13,378.09 20,000.00 75,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 18,305.18 25,000.00 40,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 21,426.00 22,000.00 25,000.00 
Postage 25,000.00 22,000.00 30,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,833.16 5,200.00 7,500.00 
Copier Expense 17,174.72 18,000.00 20,000.00 
Computer Expense 177,038.19 175,000.00 550,000.00 
Miscellaneous 165,811.85 50,000.00 75,000.00 
Special Projects 3,302,531.85 1,300,000.00 1,500,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 234,647.78 50,000.00 50,000.00 
McKenzie County Health Care 
System 100,000.00 100,000.00 200,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 4,000.00 5,000.00 6,000.00 
Watford City Airport 30,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 5,000.00 5,000.00 15,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 15,000.00 25,000.00 50,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 13,000.00 13,000.00 14,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 25,000.00 25,000.00 30,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 49,942.41 58,528.00 57,897.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $9,692,045.15 $9,402,719.00 $14,186,250.00 

    
 

2012 2013 2014 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

PUBLIC SAFETY  
   County Sheriff 1,669,565.78 1,825,516.00 3,597,916.00 

County Jail 740,342.27 842,105.00 1,177,244.00 
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County Coroner 22,089.43 24,520.00 40,700.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 115,514.68 47,026.00 72,292.00 
Homeland Security 10,587.33 0.00 0.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 5,300.70 5,913.00 6,136.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 116,000.00 116,000.00 127,600.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $2,683,400.19 $2,865,080.00 $5,025,888.00 

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $12,375,445.34 $12,267,799.00 $19,212,138.00 

    TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS 
   Road & Bridge $7,000,000.00 $8,500,000.00 $40,000,000.00 

County Agent $100,000.00 100,000.00 95,000.00 
County Weed Control $70,000.00 70,000.00 0.00 
Job Development Authority $95,000.00 95,000.00 115,000.00 
County Park $30,000.00 30,000.00 0.00 
Veterans Service $7,500.00 40,000.00 30,000.00 
Water Resource District $218,000.00 230,000.00 500,000.00 

TOTAL TRANSFERS $7,520,500.00 $9,065,000.00 $40,740,000.00 

    GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $19,895,945.34 $21,332,799.00 $59,952,138.00 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads 450,000.00 500,000.00 4,000,000.00 

Highway Tax Distribution Fund 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 42,968,809.17 71,536,954.00 69,050,198.00 
County Human Services 862,258.31 1,088,176.00 1,326,807.00 
Veteran's Services 36,553.68 39,232.00 40,055.00 
County Agent 107,849.79 130,445.00 132,744.00 
County Park 39,637.41 44,345.00 50,345.00 
Public Library 134,380.04 173,380.00 202,205.00 
Social Security 5,073.31 5,800.00 5,980.00 
Water Resource District 257,506.42 286,879.00 5,749,174.00 
Weed Control 298,910.39 348,815.00 401,703.00 
Job Development Authority 140,344.47 154,485.00 159,340.00 
Self Insurance Fund 1,089,731.04 1,380,500.00 1,633,500.00 
Document Preservation Fund 14,173.50 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness 20,363.17 12,500.00 12,500.00 
E911 30,122.67 82,600.00 90,850.00 
Wireless 911 10,352.19 9,000.00 0.00 
Infrastructure Fund 15,406,456.91 15,600,000.00 2,973,500.00 
Federal Entitlement Fund 50,000.00 200,000.00 600,000.00 
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September 5, 2013 
 

Commissioner Cayko attended the Upper Missouri District Health unit meeting 
held in Williston, ND which began at 8:30 a.m.  Commissioners Chinn and Lawlar 
attended via telephone.  The 2014 UMDHU budget was approved at this meeting. 
 

 
 

Atmospheric Resource Board 88,778.34 73,627.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 29,329.62 25,695.00 30,000.00 
District Health Unit 67,056.43 72,120.00 74,300.00 
Historical Society 8,889.36 7,304.00 8,400.00 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS $63,116,576.22 $92,821,857.00 $87,671,601.00 

 
      

GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY 
BUDGETS $83,012,521.56 $114,154,656.00 $147,623,739.00 

    The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed expenditures for 
2014. 

    

 
Requests 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy Required 

General Fund 59,952,138.00 77,773,320.00 0.00 
Unorganized District Roads 4,000,000.00 3,543,040.00 456,960.00 
Road & Bridge Fund 69,050,198.00 68,171,426.00 878,772.00 
Social Services 1,326,807.00 1,400,436.00 0.00 
Veteran's Services 40,055.00 63,748.00 0.00 
County Agent 132,744.00 169,280.00 0.00 
County Park 50,345.00 10,102.00 50,000.00 
Public Library 202,205.00 77,205.00 125,000.00 
Social Security 5,980.00 175,303.00 0.00 
Water Resource District 5,749,174.00 5,834,853.00 0.00 
Weed Control 401,703.00 182,010.00 219,693.00 
Job Development Authority 159,340.00 178,901.00 0.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 44,300.00 35,700.00 
County Fair 30,000.00 21,725.00 8,275.00 
District Health Unit 73,900.00 3,900.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,400.00 4,400.00 4,000.00 

    Total Requests and Levies 
Required $141,262,989.00 

 
$1,848,400.00 
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September 17, 2013 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 17, 2013.   Present: Ron 
Anderson, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy 
Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 
Chairman Anderson updated the Board on the courthouse expansion. With the 

timing issues of this project and the lack of office space available in Watford City, 
Commissioner Lawlar moved, seconded by Nordby to approve moving all departments 
except Clerk of Court, State’s Attorney and the Sheriff Department to portable units 
which will be located at the McKenzie County Fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The Board approved the preliminary construction drawings as presented by 

ICON Architects and Construction Engineers.  Construction Engineers will present a 
Maximum Guaranteed Price to the Commission at noon on October 10, 2013 for 
approval. 

 
Commissioner Cayko joined the meeting at 12:50 p.m. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the Planning and Zoning 

Consent Agenda as presented by Planner Hadley, with the exception of item 12, Oneok 
and item 13, Cameron Arnegard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Planner Hadley presented consent agenda item 12, Oneok, application for 

comprehensive plan and zone change request along with a Conditional Use Permit.  
Danette Welsh and Dick Vande Bossche, both with Oneok spoke on the applications.  
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the comprehensive plan amendment 
and zone change to industrial and the conditional use permit with the conditions set 
forth by the Planning and Zoning Commission at its September 9, 2013 meeting with the 
exception of items 2 and 9.  Hadley will work with Oneok to design a schedule for mag 
chloride to be applied twice a year and Oneok will also provide landscaping to aid visual 
appearance of the facility and will provide evidence of a bond. Anderson, Cayko, Lawlar 
and Nordby voting aye, Chinn voting nay, motion carried.  

 
Planner Hadley informed the Board of the Planning and Zoning Commission vote 

to deny the request from Cameron Arnegard from comp plan and zoning change along 
with a Conditional Use Permit in the NW1/4 Section 22 T150N R100W.  Cameron 
Arnegard provided additional comments.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to 
approve the Conditional Use Permit with the conditions outlined by the Planning and 
Zoning Board at their September 9, 2013 meeting.  The Board recommended that 
Arnegard apply to the township board for rezoning the remaining 90 acres.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 



297 
 

Proposals from Pay Scale and Fox Lawson regarding compensation plans and 
position analyses were presented.  The Board requested a further proposal from Fox 
Lawson to be presented at the October 1, 2013 meeting. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to authorize Public Works Director Kanwar 

to sign contracts on behalf of the county up to $50,000.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  PWD Kanwar reported on contracts he is currently negotiating.  This includes a 
contract with Wenck to design one additional cell for the landfill.  The Board approved 
contracting Wenck to design one addition landfill cell in the amount of $36,000.00 and 
another contract for landfill security and fuel storage. The Board also approved a 
contract with GIS Workshop for address review in the amount of $3,000.00. 

 
Correspondence from Interstate Engineering regarding the county paying 1/3 of 

the repair costs for washed out culvert on Route 10 was presented.  The Board agreed 
that they are not accepting any responsibility for the repair and will not agree to pay 1/3 
of the $78,340.21 bill to Boarder States Paving.   

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve a raffle permit to East Fairview 

School.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to execute division orders to True Oil LLC 

located in the E1/2 Section 25 T148N R101W and N1/2NE1/4, W1/2 Section 29 and all 
of Section 30 T148N R101W and to Kodiak Oil & Gas Corp located in Section 15 & 22 
T147N R103W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to participate in the Citizen Participation 

plan with the ND Dept of Commerce.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve replacing the IBM ISeries 

(AS400) main frame computer in the amount of $30,000.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:48 p.m. until the budget hearings beginning at 9:00 

a.m. on September 19, 2013. 
 

September 19, 2013 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 

the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 19, 2013.   Present: Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Throughout the day various department heads presented their 2014 budget 

requests.  The final budgets will be presented for approval at the October 1, 2013 
meeting.  There were three members of the public who stopped in at various times of 
the day to listen as the budgets were discussed. 
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The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on October 1, 2013. 
 
 

__________________________   ________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 1, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on October 1, 2013.   Present: Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  
 
Ann Johnsrud gave an update on the preparations to move a majority of the 

courthouse departments to the fairgrounds.   
 
The October 15, 2013 Commission meeting has been canceled and rescheduled 

for October 22, 2012.   Construction Engineers will present the maximum guaranteed 
price at the October 22, 2013 Commission meeting. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, minutes, 

and bills as presented with the exception of the Titan Machinery invoice which needs 
clarification.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the proposal for replacement 

of the main frame (IBM Power 7 Plus 720) from CPS Technology Solutions in the 
amount of $28,500 (includes installation).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kent Norbeck presented the airport hangar project.  The County will donate 

1,000 yards of gravel and remnants of geo synthetic material which the county has on 
hand to the project. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve a scoria agreement with W. & 

A. Wold Mineral Trust.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
With only one fuel bid received at the time of opening, moved by Lawlar, 

seconded by Chinn to award the fuel bid to Rolfson Oil for all fuels at all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.   A second bid was received after the bids were open and 
could not be considered. 

 
PWD Kanwar updated the Board on Nuverra road negotiations, various road 

issues and the status of physical addressing.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to 
approve up to $175,000.00 in funding to assist Yellowstone Township to improve ¾ mile 
of 35th ST NW.  The total amount of assistance will be determined following approval of 
the infrastructure fund applications in December.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The Board approved an emergency replacement purchase of the 2010 
Freightliner truck which was totaled. 

 
The omitted property public hearing began at 1:00 p.m. with Tax Director Lovaas 

presenting a listing of properties.  With no one in attendance in favor of or against any of 
the properties on the listing, it was moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve 
the 2013 list of omitted property as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Fulwider and Lloyd Clock reported on department activities including the 

911 addressing database.   
 
Marty Wilder, The Pitt Stop, presented his application for an off sale beer license 

to be located at 2052 125th Ave NW.  The Commission requested Marty to present 
further information including a floor plan at the October 22nd Commission Meeting. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve the Joint Powers Agreement 

with Blue Buttes Township regarding zoning as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Mike Hanson, Calli Thorne, and Marcia Hellandsaas with NDSU Extension 

Service reviewed the process for funding a joint Extension Agent position to replace 
Calli Thorne; who has resigned her position effective December 31, 2013.  
Commissioners Lawlar and Cayko will represent the county on the interview and 
selection process. 

 
There was a final review of the 2013 preliminary budget.  Moved by Chinn, 

seconded by Lawlar to adopt the following resolutions addressing the final budget and 
tax levy.   

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 

FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2014 
 

WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th day of September 2013, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2014 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 11th day of September 2013 together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 19th day of September 2013, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2014, through 
December 31, 2014, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely: 
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2014  FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 2012 2013 2014 
 ACTUAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATION 
GENERAL GOVERNMENT    
County Board 161,069.82 189,772.00 209,434.00 
Housing Authority Board 0.00 0.00 3,230.00 
Clerk of District Court 264,361.57 280,954.00 320,456.00 
County Auditor 367,505.40 420,165.00 506,655.00 
County Treasurer 232,031.58 271,651.00 356,090.00 
State's Attorney 189,839.07 215,316.00 342,385.00 
County Recorder 288,643.11 333,521.00 369,664.00 
County Superintendent 77,484.94 91,949.00 94,994.00 
Tax Director 157,422.14 193,282.00 475,891.00 
Planning & Zoning 361,624.61 569,197.00 885,223.00 
Human Resources 31,801.15 109,065.00 144,880.00 
GIS Department 76,989.10 94,652.00 157,926.00 
Custodian 196,770.99 229,501.00 193,825.00 
Courthouse Maintenance 154,562.00 185,000.00 265,000.00 
Building Fund 294,002.73 2,000,000.00 5,500,000.00 
Elections 50,023.39 2,500.00 53,900.00 
Landfill 2,250,801.43 2,091,046.00 1,288,754.00 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 25,389.91 28,700.00 46,500.00 
WSI Medical Expense 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Job Service 8,588.70 7,500.00 12,000.00 
Audit Fees 19,330.00 18,000.00 20,000.00 
FS Plan Response 12,730.14 6,000.00 25,000.00 
Property & Liability Insurance 29,570.74 30,000.00 40,000.00 
Energy Grants for Third Party 184,058.01 0.00 0.00 
Rental Property 15,135.39 65,000.00 5,000.00 
Telephone Service 720.00 720.00 1,500.00 
Telephone System & Maintenance 13,378.09 20,000.00 75,000.00 
Publishing, Printing 18,305.18 25,000.00 40,000.00 
Dues, Registrations 21,426.00 22,000.00 25,000.00 
Postage 25,000.00 22,000.00 30,000.00 
Mailing Machine 4,833.16 5,200.00 7,500.00 
Copier Expense 17,174.72 18,000.00 20,000.00 
Computer Expense 177,038.19 175,000.00 550,000.00 
Miscellaneous 165,811.85 50,000.00 75,000.00 
    
    
    



307 
 

 2012 2013 2014 
 ACTUAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATION 
Special Projects 3,302,531.85 1,300,000.00 1,500,000.00 
Equipment & Office Furniture 234,647.78 50,000.00 50,000.00 
McKenzie County Health Care System 100,000.00 100,000.00 100,000.00 
Family Crisis Shelter 4,000.00 5,000.00 6,000.00 
Watford City Airport 30,000.00 30,000.00 30,000.00 
Alexander Senior Citizens 5,000.00 5,000.00 15,000.00 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000.00 8,000.00 8,000.00 
Lewis & Clark Museum 15,000.00 25,000.00 25,000.00 
Pioneer Museum 13,000.00 13,000.00 14,000.00 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 25,000.00 25,000.00 30,000.00 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500.00 11,500.00 11,500.00 
Tourism & Recreation 49,942.41 58,528.00 58,829.00 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $9,692,045.15 $9,402,719.00 $13,990,136.00 
    
PUBLIC SAFETY     
County Sheriff 1,669,565.78 1,825,516.00 3,432,588.00 
County Jail 740,342.27 842,105.00 1,161,663.00 
County Coroner 22,089.43 24,520.00 40,700.00 
Disaster Emergency Service 115,514.68 47,026.00 72,815.00 
Homeland Security 10,587.33 0.00 0.00 
Risk Management Coordinator 5,300.70 5,913.00 6,253.00 
McKenzie County Ambulance 116,000.00 116,000.00 127,600.00 
Alexander First Responders 4,000.00 4,000.00 4,000.00 
TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $2,683,400.19 $2,865,080.00 $4,845,619.00 
    
SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $12,375,445.34 $12,267,799.00 $18,835,755.00 
    
TRANSFERS TO OTHER FUNDS    
Road & Bridge $7,000,000.00 $8,500,000.00 $38,000,000.00 
County Agent $100,000.00 100,000.00 95,000.00 
County Weed Control $70,000.00 70,000.00 0.00 
Job Development Authority $95,000.00 95,000.00 115,000.00 
County Park $30,000.00 30,000.00 0.00 
Veterans Service $7,500.00 40,000.00 30,000.00 
Water Resource District $218,000.00 230,000.00 500,000.00 
TOTAL TRANSFERS $7,520,500.00 $9,065,000.00 $38,740,000.00 
    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $19,895,945.34 $21,332,799.00 $57,575,755.00 
    



308 
 

 2012 2013 2014 
 ACTUAL APPROPRIATION APPROPRIATION 
Highway Tax Distribution Fund 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 
County Road & Bridge 42,968,809.17 71,536,954.00 67,131,005.00 
County Human Services 862,258.31 1,088,176.00 1,169,757.00 
Veteran's Services 36,553.68 39,232.00 40,717.00 
County Agent 107,849.79 130,445.00 133,766.00 
County Park 39,637.41 44,345.00 50,345.00 
Public Library 134,380.04 173,380.00 204,057.00 
Social Security 5,073.31 5,800.00 6,095.00 
Water Resource District 257,506.42 286,879.00 4,597,268.00 
Weed Control 298,910.39 348,815.00 408,993.00 
Job Development Authority 140,344.47 154,485.00 164,173.00 
Self Insurance Fund 1,089,731.04 1,380,500.00 1,633,500.00 
Document Preservation Fund 14,173.50 50,000.00 50,000.00 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness 20,363.17 12,500.00 12,500.00 
E911 30,122.67 82,600.00 90,850.00 
Wireless 911 10,352.19 9,000.00 0.00 
Infrastructure Fund 15,406,456.91 15,600,000.00 2,973,500.00 
Federal Entitlement Fund 50,000.00 200,000.00 600,000.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 88,778.34 73,627.00 80,000.00 
County Fair 29,329.62 25,695.00 30,000.00 
District Health Unit 67,056.43 72,120.00 74,300.00 
Historical Society 8,889.36 7,304.00 8,400.00 
TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $63,116,576.22 $92,821,857.00 $84,459,226.00 
       
GRAND TOTAL-COUNTY BUDGETS $83,012,521.56 $114,154,656.00 $142,034,981.00 

    
The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed expenditures for 
2014. 

 
2014 Budget 

  

 
Requests 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy Required 

General Fund 57,575,755.00 77,773,320.00 0.00 
Unorganized District Roads 4,000,000.00 3,543,040.00 490,425.00 
Road & Bridge Fund 67,131,005.00 68,171,426.00 825,000.00 
Social Services 1,169,757.00 1,400,436.00 0.00 
Veteran's Services 40,717.00 63,748.00 0.00 
County Agent 133,766.00 169,280.00 0.00 
County Park 50,345.00 10,102.00 50,000.00 
Public Library 204,057.00 77,205.00 125,000.00 
Social Security 6,095.00 175,303.00 0.00 
Water Resource District 4,597,268.00 2,697,370.00 0.00 
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Weed Control 408,993.00 182,010.00 240,000.00 
Job Development Authority 164,173.00 178,901.00 0.00 
Atmospheric Resource Board 80,000.00 44,300.00 35,700.00 
County Fair 30,000.00 21,725.00 8,275.00 
District Health Unit 74,300.00 4,300.00 70,000.00 
Historical Society 8,400.00 4,400.00 4,000.00 

    Total Requests and Levies 
Required $135,674,631.00 

 
$1,848,400.00 

 
RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 

CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2014 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 1st day of October, 2013, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2014, and indicated thereon the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and  
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on  
September 11, 2013, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2014 as heretofore set forth, 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance there is hereby 
levied a tax for the year 2013 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $1,848,400.00 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows:   
 County General Fund $ 0.00 
 Unorganized District Roads $490,425.00 
 Road & Bridge Fund $825,000.00 
 County Park $50,000.00 
 Public Library $125,000.00 
 Weed Control $240,000.00 
 Atmospheric Resource Board $35,700.00 
 County Fair $8,275.00 
 District Health Unit $70,000.00 
 Historical Society $4,000.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Discussion was held on employee salary increases. The Commission agreed that 
implementation of raises for all employees hired in 2013 and in the future will be on their 
anniversary date; employees hired prior to 2013 will receive the increase in January. 
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The meeting recessed at 3:15 p.m. until October 22, 2013. 
 
  

October 22, 2013 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 
the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on October 22, 2013.   Present: Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 Ben Matson, Construction Engineers, and Heidi Brenna and David Manns, ICON 
Architects, presented the maximum guaranteed price for the Courthouse expansion 
project.    Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve the Maximum guaranteed 
price of $9,211,298.68 with a 5% contingency of $460,564.93 for a total of 
$9,671,863.61.  All voting aye, motion carried. The Board requested a price estimate for 
a concrete parking lot instead of asphalt as presented in the project proposal.  
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to close the courthouse November 29, 
2013 the day after Thanksgiving.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board approved Auditor Svihovec’s request to add an additional employee in 
her office with a salary range of $40,000.00 - $45,000.00.  This employee will assist in 
implementation and maintenance of the Kronos time and attendance, human resource 
and accounts payable duties as assigned by the Auditor.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Prior to breaking for lunch Chairman Anderson excused himself from the meeting 
to attend an oil and gas meeting.  Following break Commissioner Cayko reconvened 
the meeting at 1:15 p.m. in the absence of Chairman Anderson.  Interim State’s 
Attorney Olson joined the meeting. 
 
 Planner Hadley presented the Planning and Zoning consent agenda from the 
October 14, 2013 Planning and Zoning meeting.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Lawlar to accept all 14 items on the consent agenda as presented.   All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Discussion with Planner Hadley included vehicle use, a fire marshal 
position, and joint powers agreements with the Townships. 
 
 Commissioners Anderson and Chinn were appointed to represent the 
Commission at the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems annual meeting. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to approve the Joint Powers Agreement 
with Alex Township for zoning as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board agreed to create a job description for the physical addressing position 
and to contact the executive group for recruiting if needed. 
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 Mark Koeser reviewed the proposed 3 phase power easement on the land the 
County purchased for the new county shop.  Koeser reported that REC would be boring 
the line along the new shop property at 8 feet.   
 
 Commissioners Chinn and Nordby will serve on a Road Closure Policy 
Committee to develop a policy over the winter. 
 
 Chairman Anderson returned to the meeting at 2:55 p.m. and reported on the oil 
and gas meeting. 
 
 Rick Schreiber will be invited to the next commission meeting to discuss filter 
socks and fines at the landfill as several of the Commissioners have been contacted 
with questions. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m. until November 5, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor     Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 5, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on November 5, 2013.   Present: Ron 
Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug Nordby, Auditor Svihovec 
and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Auditor Svihovec presented the treasurer’s report in the absence of Treasurer 

Grantier. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve the minutes, treasurer’s report 

and bills as presented including the proposal from Puklich Chevrolet for a vehicle in the 
amount of $27,251.00 to be used by the Code Enforcer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Patsy Levang, Doug Bolken and Jan Dodge, members of the Centennial 

Committee, presented information on the Centennial Park and walking path signs.  
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to donate $30,000.00 to the Watford City Park 
District for the Centennial Committee walking path signs.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to award the fuel bid to Farmers Union for 

all fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Public Works Director Kanwar updated the Board on staffing issues and the 

status of the 911 addressing system.  Captain Clock joined the meeting to discuss 911 
addressing.  PWD Kanwar requested reimbursement for candidates traveling to the 
County for job interviews.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to reimburse up to 
$1,000.00 for interview travel expenses for all positions, with valid, qualifying receipts.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar presented a proposal for an aerial survey to be completed for the 

Northern Bypass which consists of County Roads 35, 18 and 29.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Lawlar to proceed with the aerial survey to be done by the US Army Corp 
of Engineers as presented for approximately $37,250.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Landfill Manager Schreiber updated the Board on the Landfill activities including 

the number of frac socks that have come to the landfill and the State required 
paperwork involved.  

 
Planner Hadley presented his department report which included discussion on 

the proposed Arnegard ETA, the Fire Marshall, and water/zoning issues. 
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Following a presentation by HR Giffin, a motion was made by Cayko for 
McKenzie County to affirm to North Dakota Public Employees Retirement System that 
McKenzie County is formed pursuant to N.D.C.C. § 54-52-02.1 and is neither a non-
profit corporation nor a for-profit corporation, to join the NDPERS Law Enforcement 
Defined Benefit Retirement Plan and offer the plan to all eligible employees of the 
McKenzie County. The motion was seconded by Chinn. The Board approved joining the 
NDPERS Law Enforcement Defined Benefit Retirement Plan effective January 1, 2014.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Following Giffin’s presentation regarding the flexible spending account policy, it 

was moved by Cayko to increase the carryover amount to $500.00.  The motion died for 
a lack of a second and the Board agreed to not change the current flexible spending 
account policy at this time. 

 
Giffin updated the Board on the personnel policy, wage & compensation study 

and pay scale data contracts. 
 
Matt Peterson and Martin Ward, Newfield Exploration, gave a presentation on 

section line right-of-way and public utility easements. 
 
Sheriff Fulwider and Captain Clock gave a Sheriff Department report.    Moved by 

Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the Sheriff Department’s grant application 
through the Attorney General’s office in the amount of $503,960.94 with the County’s 
ten percent match amounting to $50,396.09.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Interim States Attorney Taylor Olson, along with law partner, Ryan Quarne via 

telephone, discussed water pipeline tax.  The Board requested Quarne to obtain 
additional information to address some of their concerns and questions. 

 
Olson also advised the Board that they can sign the Moss & Barnett Legal 

Representation/Waiver of Conflicts of Interest.  The Board authorized Chairman 
Anderson to sign as advised by Olson. 

 
Following discussion regarding the County Vehicle Use Policy, Olson 

recommended that the county vehicles should not be used for personal use under any 
circumstances due to liability issues.  Olson will facilitate meetings with county 
employees to discuss any issues. 

 
PWD Kanwar discussed the need for larger fuel tanks at all locations except the 

Watford City shop and suggested installing a metering system on all county fuel tanks.  
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to approve purchasing and installing a fuel 
metering system costing approximately $224,000.00 as presented by Kanwar.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to approve a revision to the vacation 

policy as recommended by the Personnel Policy committee as follows:   
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Length of Service  Hours per Month  Hours per Year 
0 thru 5 years  8 hours   96 hours 
6 thru 10 years  12 hours   144 hours 
Over 10 years  14 hours   168 hours 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 4:45 p.m. until Tuesday, November 19, 2013 beginning 
at 1:00 at the Auditors Pod at the Fairgrounds. 
 

November 19, 2013 
 

 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at 
the Auditor’s Pod at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on November 19, 
2013.   Present: Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson reconvened 
the meeting at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Planner Hadley introduced the newly hired Code Enforcer LeAnn LaRose.  

Discussion was held on the Fire Marshall position. 
 
Public Works Director Kanwar introduced Engineer Tech Kevin Bone and 

updated the Board on various departmental issues.  The Board approved Kanwar’s 
request for approval for a NEPA RFP on the Northern Bypass route which includes 
County Routes 29, 18, and 35.  The Board also advised Kanwar to continue to advertise 
for a GIS Coordinator.   

 
Kate Nelson and Ingrid Heggen updated the Board on rural water issues as they 

prepare to check all meters, GPS and take photos of all meter locations. 
  
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the following resolution 

supporting the NDDOT proceeding with plans to four-lane U.S. Highway 85 between 
Watford City and Belfield.   

                   
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE NORTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT 

OF TRANSPORTATION TO PROCEED WITH PLANS TO FOUR-LANE 
U.S. HIGHWAY 85 BETWEEN WATFORD CITY AND BELFIELD, ND. 

WHEREAS, the accident and fatality rate on U.S. Highway 85 between Watford City 
and Belfield is significantly increasing; and 
WHEREAS, the North Dakota Legislature has budgeted $1.S billion in this biennium for 
transportation improvements in Western North Dakota; and  
WHEREAS, the North Dakota Legislature has allocated $590 million oil in and gas 
revenue as the source of funding for these transportation improvements; and 
WHEREAS, the North Dakota Department of Transportation has indicated that safely 
moving people and goods is its major priority; and 
WHEREAS, North Dakota experiences an annual construction inflation of 12-20 percent 
annually; and 
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WHEREAS, we support the North Dakota Department of Transportation in their current 
construction improvements to U.S. Highway 85 from Watford City to Williston, including 
bypass routes; and 
WHEREAS, an Environmental assessment will determine impacts and mitigation of the 
highway expansion through Theodore Roosevelt National Park. 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXPRESSWAY 
THAT: 
1. Safety of the traveling public is of paramount importance and currently U.S. Highway 
85 conditions are resulting in significant accidents and fatalities. 
2. The current status of U.S. Highway 85 from Watford City to Belfield is impeding the 
very industry from which the revenue budgeted by the North Dakota Legislature is being 
collected for infrastructure improvements statewide. 
3. The current status of U.S. Highway 85 from Watford City to Belfield is also limiting the 
interest of the labor force needed to serve the energy industry in western North Dakota. 
4. The current status of U.S. Highway 85 from Watford City to Belfield is also creating a 
dangerous situation for visitors to western North Dakota, especially those visiting 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park and other public available Federal lands. 
5. Delaying the planning and construction of this project will result in additional 
unnecessary cost to the taxpayers in North Dakota. 
6. The proposed improvements would affect only existing roadway within the Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park. 
7. 1/We join with others to urge the North Dakota Department of Transportation to 
proceed with plans to expand the existing U.S. Highway 85 from Watford City to Belfield 
to a four lane highway including the portion traversing the Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park and other Federal Lands.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to continue with Blue Cross/Blue Shield as 

the Third Party Administrator for the County’s self-funded health insurance program and 
to set the monthly funding levels at $631.83 for each Single policy, $1,111.99 for each 
Single plus Dependent policy, $1,642.72 for each Family policy, $43.46 for each single 
dental policy, $113.17 for each Family Dental policy, $13.35 for each Single Vision 
policy and $28.53 for each Family Vision policy.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mark Schneider & Darin Langerud, North Dakota Atmospheric Resources, along 

with Eldean Flynn and Gary Levang, McKenzie County Atmospheric Resource 
Committee provided an update on the 2013 cloud modification project and budget 
review.   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve an escrow agreement with ND 

Developers as presented to be executed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve a raffle permit to Keene Fire 

Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
HR Giffin presented the proposed McKenzie County Employee Handbook for 

review of the Commissioners and the 2014 COBRA rates. 
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Mike Dollinger updated the Board on gravel stockpile prices.  Following 

discussion regarding the cost to stack and whether the county should invest in its own 
stacker, it was moved by Nordby, and seconded by Lawlar to purchase 60,000 tons of 
gravel to be stockpiled by River Aggregates in the amount of $1,404,000.00. All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

  
Chairman Anderson agreed to meet with Petro Hunt to address Route 55 with 

Dollinger. 
 
The Board approved placing a 25 mph speed limit on 127th Ave from Calvin 

Brown’s to Floyd Severson’s. 
   
Katie Roman, Aries Building Systems, LLC addressed the board regarding an 

application for a liquor license.  The Board advised her to complete the planning and 
zoning process prior to applying for the liquor license. 

 
The meeting recessed until 5:00 p.m. on November 20, 2013.  
 

November 20, 2013 
 
The November 20th meeting was postponed due to weather, therefore the 

November meeting was adjourned until the December 3, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

__________________________  _______________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor   Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 3, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on December 
3, 2013.   Present: Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
The Chairman turned the meeting over to Auditor Svihovec for reorganization.  

Commissioner Chinn nominated Commissioner Anderson as Chairman for the coming 
year.  Moved by Commissioner Cayko, seconded by Commissioner Lawlar that 
nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Anderson.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Chairman Anderson resumed the chair.  Commissioner Lawlar nominated 
Commissioner Cayko as Vice Chairman for the coming year.  Moved by Commissioner 
Chinn, seconded by Commissioner Nordby that nominations cease and a unanimous 
ballot be cast for Commissioner Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

  
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report.  Moved by Cayko, seconded 

by Nordby to approve the minutes, bills and treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Tom Novak addressed the Commission regarding scoria and the Sheriff 

Department’s use of towing services. 
 

 The Commission reviewed the County Personnel Policy as presented by HR 
Giffin; further review of the policy will be held at the December 17, 2013. 
  
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to allow county employees to donate up 
to one third of their available leave to cover unpaid time off for Mike Strand in October 
and November 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried.    
 
 Auditor Svihovec presented the 2014 election precinct boundaries.  Moved by 
Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to combine Ideal precinct with Schafer precinct to be known 
as Ideal/Schafer Precinct 273909 and set the polling location as Whiting Oil Office 
located at 7th Ave NW, Watford City, ND.  The remainder of the precincts will remain as 
they had in the last election. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to appoint the following individuals to the 
Weed Control Board:  Douglas Olson to fulfill Sharleen Thompson’s term which expires 
June 30, 2016 and Darrell Finsaas to a four year term which ends June 30, 2017.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to award the fuel bid to Rolfson Oil for all 
fuels at all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board agreed that Buffalo Hills Subdivision will contribute $20,000.00 to 
rework/surface of 122nd Ave NW which will fulfill their obligation for the road 
improvement per approval of the subdivision. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve purchasing $150,000.00 of 
software and survey equipment for the road and water departments.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 PWD Kanwar updated the board on road safety issues, the landfill scale and 
operations, along with the Water Resource District operations. 
 
 The Board reconvened at 1:00 p.m. following a break for lunch. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the recommendations on all 
items on the Planning and Zoning Consent Agenda except #16, Lakeview Estates which 
will be pulled for discussion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Following discussion on the Lakeview Estates, moved by Cayko, seconded by 
Nordby to remand the Lakeview Estates proposal back to the P & Z Commission.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Robert Harms requested reconsideration of consent agenda item #4 (Text 
Amendment).  Chairman Anderson explained the motion had been acted on to approve 
the recommendation of the P & Z Commission; then allowed Harms to address the 
Commission.  Harms felt that the ordinance as written will delay and impede the 
development of water pipelines.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to continue 
with the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning Commission regarding the 
amendment.  Following discussion, both Nordby and Cayko withdrew their motion. It 
was the consensus of the Board to uphold the P & Z recommendation and to also 
recommend to the P&Z Board to review those sections of the Zoning Ordinance to 
reflect discussion that the CUP would be granted if applicant can provide a drawing with 
their application and provide an as built diagram when the project is completed.  
 
 Planner Hadley presented an amendment to the building code that would state 
the following:  During the phone call prior to each inspection and at the time the building 
permit is issued, it will be made clear that if the applicant misrepresents the readiness of 
the project for inspection, a fee will be charged for the site visit and the fee will need to 
be paid before a follow-up inspection is scheduled.  This fee will be $100 for commercial 
projects and $50.00 for residential projects.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to 
amend the building code as presented by Hadley.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to approve liquor licenses to Jerome F. 
Carr(Long X Saloon), Darlene Garmann (Outsiders Bar and Grill, LLC), Peggy 
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Hellandsaas ((Hellandsaas Enterprises Inc.(Tobacco Gardens)), Rick Swank (Sweet 
Crude Travel Center), and Wayne Krygier (Watford Mountain Ridge, LP).  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve a special liquor permit to 

Jerome F. Carr (Long X Saloon) for December 21, 2013.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to set the monthly rent for Upper Missouri 

District Health Unit for space in the courthouse once the expansion project is completed 
at $450.00 per month.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Commission did not feel they 
could set the length of the lease at this time.    

 
The Board agreed to allow the Northwest Narcotics Task Force to use an office 

in the courthouse until the remodel begins. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to clarify the interview expense 

reimbursement is up to $1,000.00 for interviewees traveling over 500 miles from 
Watford City.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec presented the 2013 infrastructure grant applications.  Moved by 

Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve granting Alexander School District #2 
$185,000.00; McKenzie County School District #1 $1,300,000.00; Mandaree School 
District #36 $15,000.00; Alex Township $200,000.00; Arnegard Township $150,000.00; 
Blue Buttes Township $200,000.00; Charbon Township $40,000.00; Elm Tree Township 
$200,000.00; Hawkeye Township $106,700.00; Keene Township $315,000.00; Sioux 
Township $64,000.00; Tri Township $125,000.00; and Yellowstone Township 
$354,916.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve the S & S Motors proposal for 

three 2014 Ford Expeditions for the Sheriff’s Department amounting to $101,602.05.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Fulwider and Captain Clock reported on the jail upgrade and departmental 

issues. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve Quit Claim Deed from 

McKenzie County to Jackson Kysar to clear title on Lot 1, Block 2, Eikren Addition to the 
City of Alexander, North Dakota.  A tax deed that was issued from the county in 
December 1941.  This QCD corrects the lapse in title history.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
A telephone conference call was held with Ryan Quame to discuss water pipeline 

tax. 
 
Jon McCreary addressed the board regarding conditional use permits and 

planning and zoning policies. 
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The Board agreed that the employee moving expense policy requires each 

request to be pre-approved and reviewed on a case by case basis.  Commissioners 
Anderson and Chinn will meet with employees to discuss vehicle usage.  The Board 
approved moving expenses submitted for Aaron Chisholm in the amount of $2,850.93.   

 
The State’s Attorney interview scheduled for December 4th has been rescheduled 

for 4:30 p.m. on December 13, 2013. 
 
The Board recessed at 4:30 p.m. until December 13, 2013 at 4:30 p.m. 
 

December 13, 2013 
 
Commissioners Anderson, Chinn and Nordby along with Auditor Svihovec and 

Deputy Clerk of Court Lawlar met at the Outlaw’s Board Room located in Watford City, 
North Dakota at 5:00 p.m. to interview a candidate for the full time State’s Attorney 
position. Following the interview, the Board recessed until December 17, 2013 at 1:00 
p.m. 

 
December 17, 2013 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on December 
17, 2013.   Present: Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
On behalf of the County Employees, Recorder Ann Johnsrud requested the 

Commissioners approve closing the Courthouse the afternoon of December 24, 2013 
for Christmas Eve.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve the request.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  This date will be added to the personnel policy. 

 
Upon review of the bills, it was moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve 

the bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chairman Anderson updated the board on the State’s Attorney position and 

interview conducted on December 13th. 
 
Wayne Olson, Nuverra Environmental Solutions discussed terms of a road cost 

share agreement between Nuverra Environmental Solutions and McKenzie County.  
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to pursue the road cost agreement as discussed 
with Olson, PWD Kanwar, and Planner Hadley.  Motion carried with Commissioner 
Lawlar voting nay. 
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Planner Hadley presented a handout to the Commissioners outlining the actions 
taken at this time by the code enforcer and other department activities.   PWD Kanwar 
and Planner Hadley presented two proposals for permitting software.   

 
Fred Schwartz, Kimley Horn & Associates Inc. updated the Board on the 

Strategic Transportation Plan – Phase 1 and agreed to have Mr. Schwartz continue with 
Phase II. 

 
Jessica Karls and Travis Wieber, Kadrmas Lee and Jackson reported on the 

status of the Watford City bypass.   
 
Terry Johnson, B.J. Kadrmas presented a request to close a portion of the 

section line roadway between Sections 5 and 8, Township 152 North, Range 99 West.  
A public hearing is scheduled for Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Commission Room located at the McKenzie County Fairgrounds. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to approve the list of cancelled checks 

which were reissued or turned over to unclaimed property: 
 

Warrant  Date 
Or Check #  Payee Issued Amount 
15822 Helis Oil & Gas Company LLC 03/10/10 $17.00 
16455 KDM Petromanagement 08/18/11 $12.00 
195800 Lisa Redford 12/23/11 $42.46 
195930 Lisa Redford 01/13/12 $28.56 
196228 Jaret Wirtz 02/01/12 $22.37 
196308 Matthew Rolfson 02/24/12 $229.55 
16721 Triangle USA Petroleum 05/25/12 $16.00 
197242 Christian Jones 06/01/12 $165.11 
197496 Alexander Township 06/01/12 $21.00 
16739 Abraxas Petroleum Corporation 06/08/12 $24.00 
16799 Voyager Oil & Gas (Emerald Oil) 08/10/12 $10.00 
16860 McKenzie County Guaranty & Title 

  Co 10/10/12 $40.22 
16889 Julie Childress 11/08/12 $41.00 
16898 Williams County Abstract Co 11/19/12 $30.00 
198846 John Fulwider 11/01/12 $9.00 
201190 Dorothy Reil 06/04/13 $45.20 
19721 Thomas & Thomas Law Firm 02/11/13 $7.00 
19731 Furuseth Law Firm 02/15/13 $16.00 
19748 Thomas & Thomas Law Firm 02/25/13 $21.00 
19778 Sandra Schmitz 03/18/13 $109.16 
19864 Sherman & Howard LLC 05/20/13 $10.00 

 
The following checks will be turned over to Unclaimed Property, December 2013: 
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Warrant  Date 
Or Check #  Payee Issued Amount 
15512 Anita A. Sunde 05/11/09 $150.00 
15691 Sigrid Loomer Estate 11/20/09 $17.22 
188549 Betty Young Bird 01/05/10 $  7.50 
15940 Sandy Kelly 06/14/10 $    .20 
190499 Cherri Weyrauch 07/08/10 $  7.70 
15976 Encore Operating LP 07/14/10 $ 21.00 
16009 Loren E Workman Jr 08/03/10 $ 10.00 
16054 Loren E Workman Jr 09/01/10 $ 10.00 
16079 Clinton Phillips 09/17/10 $ 10.00 
16153 SM Energy 11/01/10 $ 14.00 
191759 William Walters 11/04/10 $210.00 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Russ Williams, RW Trucking; requested reconsideration of a $28,000.00 fine for 
filter socks which was assessed to Spirit Energy, the purchaser of property he owned, 
which has fallen through.  The Board advised Williams to obtain evidence of a lien filed 
on his property and seek legal advice as to what his responsibilities are.  
 
 Jane Witheredge, Tervita LLC introduced two staff members who provided an 
update on the Tervita LLC operation in McKenzie County. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to acquire the RT Vision software as 
proposed by Kanwar and Hadley in the amount of $58,983.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  The Board requested that they receive monthly reports as to how the software 
is being used and by which departments for the next six months. 
 
 HR Director Giffin presented discussion points regarding the personnel policy 
along with moving and interview expenses.  A list of approved interview expenses will 
be created. 
 
 JDA Board members Dale Patten, Brent Sanford and Kent Pelton discussed the 
future of the McKenzie County JDA and the director position.    Commissioners Cayko 
and Nordby were appointed to serve on a committee along with Patten, Sanford and 
Pelton to develop a position description to present to the Board at the January 22, 2014 
meeting. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to appoint Dale Patten, Richard Cayko 
and Kent Pelton to the JDA Board with their terms expiring December 31, 2016; Rick 
Lawlar to the Library Board with a term expiring December 31, 2016; and Kristin Bolken 
to the Housing Authority Board with a term expiring on October 29, 2018.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
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Following discussion on the vehicle usage by County employees, it was moved 
by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to compensate Walter Hadley and Suhail Kanwar 
$9,000.00 each for a one time car allowance as a taxable fringe benefit.  The County 
vehicles will be used for work purposes only.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to approve an oil and gas lease with 
Emerald WB, LLC located in the S2NE Section 10 and SWNW Section 11 T148N 
R102W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Chairman Anderson updated the Board on the status of the Courthouse project. 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn to approve two change orders for the LE 
Center Remodel project amounting to $64,460.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve payment to Eldean Flynn in 
the amount of $1,572.50 for an invoice submitted for backhoe work. 

The Board confirmed the motion made in November setting the rental agreement 
with UMDHU at $450.00/month for 330 square feet of office space. 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve a liquor license application for 
liquor including wine, any sales, including Sunday and beer any sales including Sunday 
for the Watford City Eagles Aerie #3543.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve raffle permit to the Grassy Butte 
Volunteer Firemen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve a share agreement with Dunn 
County for Human Resource services for 2014 in the amount of $40,000.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on January 7, 2013. 

 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 7, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on January 7, 
2014.   Present: Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report and a pledge of assets as of 

December 31, 2013.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve the minutes, 
bills, treasurer’s report along with the pledge of assets as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Several McKenzie County employees addressed the Board regarding recent 

payment to two employees for a one time car allowance, and several other personnel 
issues which they felt the Commission needed to address. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the following resolution 

regarding a full time State’s Attorney; 
 

McKenzie County 

Full Time State’s Attorney 

 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota is experiencing a dramatic increase in 
population resulting from the demand for oil exploration and production in McKenzie 
County; 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, has determined a need for legal advice for County 
Departments to address new issues and expectations placed on the County and its 
employees; and 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County is experiencing an increase in complex criminal and civil 
caseloads including the need to combat organized crime in the county; 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County 
Commissioners declares the need to appoint a full time State’s Attorney to exclusively 
serve McKenzie County, North Dakota,  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the position of full time State’s Attorney will be placed on 

the ballot for the next general election held in McKenzie County. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar to appoint Jacob Rodenbiker as the full 
time State’s Attorney, effective January 20, 2014 with an annual salary of $133,000.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to appoint Ellinor Sorenson and Eunice 
Christophersen to the McKenzie County School Reorganization Board; both serving a 
three year term.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to approve the NRG quote to purchase a 

network server in the amount of $30,398.04.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Social Service Director Sorenson addressed the Board regarding employee 

salaries and requested an increase for an employee to be implemented prior to her one 
year anniversary date.  A policy is in place regarding raises and the implementation 
dates therefore the Board did not feel they could grant Sorenson’s request. 

 
PWD Kanwar presented discussion on the Nuverra Road Agreement.  Moved by 

Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve the road agreement as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve Phase II of the Kimley Horn & 

Associates proposal for the McKenzie County Strategic Transportation Plan in the 
amount of $50,000.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve Fuel System Proposal from 

O’Day Equipment in the amount of $354,354.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
PWD Kanwar and Water Resource District Manager Shaffer requested 

purchasing four vehicles; two for Water Resource, one for GIS, and 1 for Engineer 
Tech.  The Board encouraged Shaffer to obtain proposals from more dealerships to 
obtain competitive proposals. 

 
Aaron Chisolm provided an update on the GIS position and 911 Addressing. 
 
Engineer Tech Bone presented information collected at this time regarding the 

Northern Bypass route. 
 
Landfill Director Schreiber provided an update on the landfill operations, revenue 

and collection data.  He also discussed the lack of responsive and quality service from 
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Wenck Associates on their contract work for the landfill.  The Board encouraged 
Schreiber to obtain RFP’s from other engineering firms to replace Wenck. 

 
Mike Dollinger and Billy Doerr, Brosz Engineering Inc.; updated the Board on the 

Route 1 Bridge project.  Discussion was held on purchasing a portable bridge for use as 
the temporary bypass and to be used after the project is complete in a different location.  
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve advertising for a temporary steel 
bridge with the bids to be opened on February 11, 2014.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 No fuel bids were received for the 10:30 a.m. advertised bid opening.  
 
 With no public in attendance for the 1:00 p.m. Public Hearing it was moved by 
Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve the following resolution and the easement which 
provided public access.  

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
 WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in between 
Sections 5 and 8, Township 152 North, Range 99 West has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
 Section line between NW1/4 of Section 8 and SW1/4 of Section 5 all in Township 
152 North, Range 99 West described as:  A point of beginning at the northwest corner 
of Section 8 Township 152 North Range 99 West, at a point located north 89° 49’ 33” 
west, thence 1067.0 feet east.  With being thirty-three (33) feet in width on each side of 
the centerline of said section. 
 
 WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room, McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North Dakota, with 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby present, and 
 
 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Cayko, seconded 
by Commissioner Lawlar, and a vote of five aye and zero nay,  
 

 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie 
County, North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved 
granting the petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be 
discontinued.   
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 HR Giffin discussed the Personnel Policy issues and scheduled a meeting for 
Friday morning for the committee to further review the changes. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar to approve reimbursement of up to 
$3,000.00 in moving expenses for Amr Ibrahim.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 HR Giffin reported that a request has been made to allow employees to donate 
leave to cover personal leave of absence for Mike Strand.   Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Cayko to allow employees to extend no more than 1/3 of personal leave 
they have available to Mike Strand; with a maximum of 45 days being donated to 
Strand.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar to approve change order-001 for 
Cartwright Shop project in the amount of $66,052.31 for sanitary sewer storage tank 
and system.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby to approve the 2014 professional services 

agreement with Brosz Engineering.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Mike Dollinger presented four bridges to be added to the repair/upgrade list with 

Brosz Engineering.  Bridges on the following roads were added to the list:  36th Street, 
144th Ave, 35th Street and 41st Street.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to 
approve contracting engineering for the bridges as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Russ Williams and Richard Dechak, ABCO addressed the Board regarding a 

filter sock fine and lien placed on Williams’ land.  Williams requested a reduction in the 

fine.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lalwar to waive half of the fine for the filter socks.  
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to amend the motion to $5,000.00.  All voting aye 
to amend the motion, motion carried.  All voting aye to approve the motion as amended, 
motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Fulwider and Captain Clock reported on the law enforcement remodel and 

other department activities.  RFP’s for the radio console system were opened at noon 
on January 3, 2014.  With bids received from Kotana Communications of Williston and 
Electronic Communications Inc. of Bismarck.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to 
award Kotana Communications of Williston the bid in the amount of $128,590.00. with 
service availability and response time being considered when awarding this bid.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
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Commissioner Chinn requested that the Planning and Zoning revisit the water 
depots and the requirements for conditional use permits when pumping water out of 
private dams. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:10 p.m. until January 22, 2014 at 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

January 22, 2014 

   
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on January 22, 
2014.   Present: Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug Nordby, Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Wold. Commissioner Lawlar was absent.  Chairman 
Anderson called the meeting to order at 11:30 a.m. 

 
Chairman Anderson reported that along with Commissioners Chinn and Nordby, 

he attended an owner/contractor construction meeting from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. on January 
21, 2014 in the Commissioner’s Room.   

 
Chairman Anderson introduced Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, Western Transportation 

Liaison and Rory Nelson with the Governor’s Office.  Mr. Leftwich will be the contact 
point for the NDDOT four western oil impacted counties.  Commissioner Cayko invited 
Mr. Leftwich and Mr. Nelson to the Yellowstone Township Meeting to be held on 
February 3, 2013 where the rail transit project will be discussed. 

 
Jeff Shaffer presented vehicle proposals for four vehicles to be used in the Public 

Works and Water Departments.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to purchase 
four 2014 F-150 pickups from S & S Motors to be used in the Water and Public Works 
Departments in the amount of $28,668.08 each.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jeff Shaffer updated the Board on issues with rural water hookups to four houses 

at Rolling Hills Subdivision.  Shaffer also updated the Board on RV park hook ups, back 
billing and use rates for approximately $50,000.00 in revenue. 

 
Commissioners Anderson and Chinn prepared a letter to be presented to the 

Governor, ND Ag Commissioner and Attorney General regarding concerns with the 
proposal to increase the regulations of the North Dakota Industrial Commission to 
protect extraordinary significant areas.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn to present 
the letter as written.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve the jail agreement with the City 

of Arnegard in the amount of $12,000.00 effective January 1, 2014 – December 31, 
2014.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The jail agreement with the City of Watford City 
was tabled. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the correction abatements and 

additions presented by Auditor Svihovec.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve the abatement application 

submitted by Linda & Larry Marmon.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko to approve invoices to Construction 

Engineers, $573,058.05; Sirchie, $496.65; and Open Road Honda, $34,678.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Emergency Manager Samuelson addressed the Board regarding closing the 

courthouse during bad weather; the decision will remain with the Chairman of the 
Board. 

 
Samuelson also discussed the status of the current generator and the load 

requirement with the courthouse expansion.  The Board agreed to request Construction 
Engineers to advertise for bids for a new generator as an add on to the current project. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve an agreement for services 

with Jessie Veeder Scofield.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
Following lunch break Planner Hadley presented the Planning and Zoning 

consent agenda for review.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn to approve the 
consent agenda as presented with item 13 (North Dakota Indoor RV) held for 
discussion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Planner Hadley reported on issues in his department and discussion was held on 

conditional use permits.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to authorize the State’s 

Attorney and the Planning and Zoning Attorney to represent the county and name 
McKenzie County as the plaintiff in planning and building violations.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Louis Bonneville, ND Indoor RV Park; addressed the Board regarding his request 
for comp plan and zone change (item 13 on the consent agenda).  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Chinn to deny changing the zoning and encouraged Louis to work with the 
zoning board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 1:45 to allow Chinn, Anderson and Nordby to attend the 

Headwaters Economic Study presentation at the Courthouse. 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

203333 ACCUSOURCE INC. 118.00 
203334 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,325.04 
203335 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 519.00 
203336 AHTNA TECHNICAL SERVICES, INC. 1,719.48 
203337 ALCO STORES INC. 261.66 
203338 ALEXANDER FIRST RESPONDERS 4,000.00 
203339 ALEXANDER SENIOR CITIZENS 15,000.00 
203340 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 148.52 
203341 ALEXANDRIA GRAVEL PRODUCTS 45,807.36 
203342 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 50.00 
203343 AMAN/KELSEY 857.97 
203344 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,163.40 
203345 ARNEGARD/STACY 280.03 
203346 ATTIC/THE 26,162.00 
203347 AYRES/SHELIA 207.64 
203348 BADLANDS HARDWARE 754.31 
203349 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1,204.00 
203350 BAKER & TAYLOR 288.54 
203351 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 11,349.15 
203352 BALL/SANDRA 86.50 
203353 BLUE LUBE 71.39 
203354 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 171.10 
203355 BONE/KEVIN 1,615.75 
203356 BOWMAN SALES & SERVICE, INC. 290.60 
203357 BROWN/COREY 35.00 
203358 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 270.87 
203359 C&D WATER SERVICES 22.50 
203360 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 448.92 
203361 CAYKO/RICHARD 151.70 
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203362 CENEX FLEETCARD 252.59 
203363 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 516.90 
203364 CHINN/ROGER 812.68 
203365 COMFORT SUITES 148.00 
203366 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 3,734.71 
203367 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 4.00 
203368 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 118,780.40 
203369 CROSS/ROBERT 39.55 
203370 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 1,367.06 
203371 DAKOTA PRAIRIE CREATIVE SOCIETY 75.00 
203372 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 1,184.00 
203373 DECO SECURITY SYSTEMS 5,349.00 
203374 DEMCO 190.28 
203375 DICKINSON AREA AMBULANCE SERVICE 326.72 
203376 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.85 
203377 DYPEX GREASE & LUBRICANTS 1,953.00 
203378 EBEL INTEGRATORS 15,163.96 
203379 ENVIRONMENTAL GIS CONSULTING OF SW MI 1,710.00 
203380 EVANSON/TAMMY 45.00 
203381 EXECUTIVE SERVICES, INC. 4,500.00 
203382 FAMILY CRISIS SHELTER, INC. 6,000.00 
203383 FARNSWORTH/KELLIE 254.25 
203384 FASTENAL COMPANY 296.75 
203385 FICKEN/MICHAEL 604.95 
203386 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 2,818.01 
203387 FLYNN/ELDEAN 1,572.50 
203388 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 1,528.25 
203389 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 189.00 
203390 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC 17,667.38 
203391 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 859.77 
203392 GALLS INCORPORATED 36.18 
203393 GIS WORKSHOP 17,000.00 
203394 GOLDEN VALLEY/BILLINGS MULTI CO.SS DI 346.50 
203395 GRANT/EDWARD 2,360.18 
203396 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 
203397 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 2,874.00 
203398 HEDAHL'S INC. 1,146.94 
203399 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 177.21 
203400 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 6,300.80 
203401 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 20,526.84 
203402 HORIZON RESOURCES 496.63 
203403 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 272,066.12 
203404 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 499.40 
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203405 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 28,965.88 
203406 IVERSON/DICK 39.55 
203407 JACK & JILL 306.15 
203408 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,000.00 
203409 KANWAR/SUHAIL 30.00 
203410 KDSR RADIO SERVICES 440.00 
203411 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 9,900.00 
203412 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 175.00 
203413 KRINGEN CONSTRUCTION INC. 92,469.55 
203414 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 556.00 
203415 LERVICK/JEROME 8.48 
203416 LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL MUSEUM 25,000.00 
203417 LEWIS/JAY 13.56 
203418 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 212.31 
203419 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 641.03 
203420 LUHMAN/SCOTT 52.50 
203421 LYLE SIGNS INC. 73.70 
203422 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 87.50 
203423 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 127,600.00 
203424 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 3,246.23 
203425 MCKENZIE CO. HERITAGE ASSOCIATION 30,000.00 
203426 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 11.50 
203427 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,349,428.81 
203428 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 1,173.78 
203429 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 101,875.00 
203430 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 3,789.87 
203431 MEYER'S DEPT. STORE 146.45 
203432 MICROMARKETING LLC 37.06 
203433 MOTOROLA 6,649.71 
203434 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 12,622.19 
203435 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS 420.00 
203436 ND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ASSN. 1,957.00 
203437 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 862.50 
203438 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 9,945.28 
203439 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 289.80 
203440 NEWMAN/DUSTIN B 66.50 
203441 NORDBY/LORI 30.00 
203442 NORTHERN TESTING 88.00 
203443 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 3,972.31 
203444 PARRISH/CALVIN 595.00 
203445 PHILLIPS/KARYN 105.95 
203446 PIONEER MUSEUM 14,000.00 
203447 PITNEY BOWES 1,722.06 
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203448 PRAXAIR 988.96 
203449 PUKLICH CHEVROLET 34,980.00 
203450 QUILL CORPORATION 644.34 
203451 R & B SUPPLY CO. INC. 184.45 
203452 RAMKOTA HOTEL 178.00 
203453 RED CARPET 67.60 
203454 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 47.95 
203455 RESPOND SYSTEMS 319.88 
203456 RIVER AGGREGATES, LLC 146,185.42 
203457 ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS, INC. 520.32 
203458 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 233.51 
203459 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 6,386.52 
203460 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 1,364.40 
203461 S & S MOTORS 2,301.46 
203462 SCHMITZ/MICHAEL 105.00 
203463 SCHROEDER/MALISSA M. 254.25 
203464 SINCLAIR/RYAN 37.45 
203465 SNOW KINGDOM STUDIO 292.50 
203466 SOLBERG/BRAD 39.55 
203467 SORENSON/DESIREE 341.05 
203468 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 65,780.18 
203469 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.30 
203470 ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER 2,311.67 
203471 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 1,671.66 
203472 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR 28.50 
203473 SUPER 8 GILLETTE 161.98 
203474 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 324.46 
203475 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO. 24,659.81 
203476 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES 1,264.77 
203477 TD & H ENGINEERING 250.00 
203478 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC. 18,500.00 
203479 TIRED IRON REPAIR 726.59 
203480 TJ'S TOWING 290.00 
203481 TJELDE/LEE 36.16 
203482 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 1,836.67 
203483 TRANE U.S. INC. 932.50 
203484 TRI-CO. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 11,500.00 
203485 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 286.40 
203486 VISA 667.62 
203487 WALKER/AMANDA 254.25 
203488 WATCHGUARD VIDEO 9,640.00 
203489 WATFORD CITY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 30,000.00 
203490 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 4,850.00 
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203491 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 302.90 
203492 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 1,650.00 
203493 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 6,479.00 
203494 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION 1,308.13 
203495 YOUNG AT HEART CLUB 8,000.00 
203496 ALEXANDER RURAL FIRE DISTRICT 136.34 
203497 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 5,190.60 
203498 ALEXANDER TWP. 5,641.13 
203499 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 582.14 
203500 ANTELOPE CR. TWP. 4,634.75 
203501 ARNEGARD RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DIST. 38.52 
203502 ARNEGARD TWP. 6,784.74 
203503 ARNEGARD/CITY OF 249.97 
203504 BLUE BUTTES TWP. 6,089.89 
203505 CHARBON TWP. 5,927.57 
203506 ELM TREE TWP. 7,718.06 
203507 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 110.41 
203508 GRAIL TWP. 3,540.52 
203509 GRASSY BUTTE FIRE DISTRICT 66.68 
203510 HAWKEYE TWP. 110,994.75 
203511 KEENE TWP. 5,930.59 
203512 MCKENZIE CO. ATMOSPHERIC RES. 90.91 
203513 MCKENZIE CO. FIRE PROT. DIST. 29.49 
203514 MCKENZIE CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY 9.33 
203515 MCKENZIE CO. SD#1 23,138.55 
203516 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 465,743.74 
203517 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 18.95 
203518 MCKENZIE SOIL CONS. DIST. 165.56 
203519 ND STATE TREASURER 138.32 
203520 NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL DIST. 7,307.37 
203521 RANDOLPH TWP. 3,152.86 
203522 RIVERVIEW TWP. 10,920.53 
203523 SIOUX TWP. 7,144.06 
203524 SIOUX-YELLOWSTONE RURAL FIRE DIST. 84.12 
203525 TRI TWP 19,267.38 
203526 TWIN VALLEY TWP. 13,636.29 
203527 UPPER MISSOURI DIST. HEALTH UNIT 171.28 
203528 WATFORD CITY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 79.39 
203529 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 1,337.17 
203530 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF 2,055.40 
203531 YELLOWSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT #14 2,473.23 
203532 YELLOWSTONE TWP. 13,967.21 

203533-565 JANUARY 17TH PAYROLL 435,033.95 
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203566 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 96.00 
203567 AT&T 41.83 
203568 CENTURY LINK 375.90 
203569 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.17 
203570 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,272.15 
203571 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA 3,278.55 
203572 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,500.40 
203573 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 99.56 
203574 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,547.33 
203575 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 10,151.54 
203576 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 90,797.15 
203577 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 19,457.56 
203578 NEMONT 28.50 
203579 OPEN ROAD HONDA 34,678.00 
203580 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 5,433.34 
203581 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB. 496.65 
203582 VERIZON WIRELESS 3,706.55 
203583 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 427.83 
203584 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 573,058.05 
203585 DECATUR ELECTRONICS,INC. 3,630.00 
203586 ND GAME & FISH DEPARTMENT 38,258.00 
203587 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONER 356.47 

203588-622 JANUARY 31ST PAYROLL 370,644.48 
203623 DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 187.29 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 4, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on February 4, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Wold and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  
Commissioner Lawlar was absent.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending January 
31, 2014.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, bills 
and minutes as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Clerk of Court Roos and Deputy Clerk Lawlar addressed the Board requesting a 
budget amendment in the amount of $55,000.00 for salaries and travel expenses.  They 
also requested that the Clerk of Court Office be closed to the public on Friday 
afternoons to allow the staff to address a backlog of work.  Moved by Nordby, seconded 
by Chinn to approve the budget amendment of $55,000.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve temporarily closing the Clerk 
of Court office on Friday afternoons from noon to 4:30 p.m. to the public to allow 
employees to address a backlog of work.  This temporary closing will be reevaluated 
January 1, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Members of the McKenzie County Soil Conservation discussed concerns with 
their current building which is located on the county impound lot.  Chairman Anderson 
stated that there may be space on the land purchased for building a new county shop 
and that other storage and buildings needs may need to be addressed at that location.  
The site needs to be planned out and the Board agreed that space for a Soil 
Conservation building would be taken into consideration with that plan. 
 
 Brian Jenson, Northstar Transloading; informed the Board of his recent meeting 
with Yellowstone Township regarding section line improvement and temporary closure 
of 32nd Street for construction of a bridge.  Per State’s Attorney, the bridge will be the 
responsibility of the county once it is constructed. 
 
 Social Service Director Sorenson requested a 10% salary increase for the 
current social work employees and approval of salary requests for two new employees.   
 
 At 10:30 a.m. there were no fuel bids received. 
 
 Chairman Anderson reported that the Northern cut across road would be 
considered with the Upper Great Plains Transportation study.   
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 Jeff Shaffer updated the Board on the hookups at the Rolling Hills Subdivision. 
 
 GIS Specialist Chisholm updated the Board on addressing and department 
projects.  PWD Kanwar requested approval for Chisholm to pursue a grant for new 
aerial photography and LiDAR Elevation mapping of the county.  The total cost of the 
project is approximately $500,000.00.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Anderson to 
approve beginning a grant process from the ND State Water Commission for 50% of the 
LiDAR project.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Kanwar will prepare a cost comparison 
for the Board to review when considering whether to pursue projects. 
 
 Engineer Technician Bone reviewed possible designs for the northern cut across 
road, specifically dealing with sharp corners and right of way purchases to address 
safety issues.  Board consensus was to design a 12 foot wide lane with 4 foot shoulder 
road top, ditch slopes minimum 4:1, and maximum design for speed at 60mph with 
posted speed limits of 45mph. Board requested a cost estimate to compare asphalt 
versus concrete and an additional one mile passing lane. 
 
 Chairman Anderson requested PWD Kanwar develop a proposed layout and 
design for county shop land to present at the March Board meeting, which would 
include evidence storage and the Soil District Building. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to allow Kanwar latitude to sign 
agreements with subcontractors on the O’Day project.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Kanwar recommended Shaffer, Schreiber, and Kanwar to review RPF’s for the Landfill.  
Board agreed with Kanwar’s recommendation. 
 
 Kanwar requested approval to increase pay for GIS Specialist Chishom from 
$22.00/hour to $25.00/hour and to increase starting base for landfill operators from 
$21.83/hour to $25.10/hour to match the road department.  Kanwar also requested that 
Mike Dollinger prepare a presentation for the Board on AVL system on county vehicles 
for the March 4 meeting. 
 
 Koeser discussed with the Board a potential restitution for violation and/or a fine 
for vehicles on closed county roads.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker advised that 
restitution would need to be a provable amount with evidence after the fact. 
 
 Tom and Tim Novak presented concerns regarding Planning and Zoning 
Ordinance enforcement of what they consider grandfathered projects on their land.  
Chairman Anderson advised both parties to seek legal advice pertaining to this matter. 
 
 Dollinger discussed various bridge projects and requested approval to purchase 
a pickup for the dust control crew.  The Board approved Dollinger seeking a proposal 
from S&S Motors.  Also discussed was the preferred route for Knife River to haul 
aggregate.  The Board recommended visiting with NDDOT about relocating route to the 
section line. 
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 Sheriff Fulwider updated the Board on the status of the jail renovation project.  
Commissioner Cayko presented a report from the Fairview Police Department regarding 
public and officer safety, accountability, traffic stops, and other criminal activity.   
Fulwider reported that he has 3 deputies hired, 2 are post eligible and 1 will need 
training.  Sheriff Fulwider also discussed the status of a shared radio tower with 
Richland County, MT. 
 
 HR Director Giffin presented a proposal from RSC Advisory Group for a 
Compensation Program and Redesign, totaling $45,000.  Giffin presented the Employee 
Handbook for approval with final revisions.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to 
approve the proposal from RSC Advisory Group for $45,000.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the 2014 Employee 
Handbook as presented with all final revisions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker provided the Board with an update on office 
operations and caseload. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the adjustment to annual 
salaries for Des Sorenson to $70,565, Kelsey Aman to $57,000, and to approve the 
employment offers for Social Worker positions to Heidi Gross for an annual salary of 
$56,000 plus moving expenses and $57,000 upon obtaining state licensure, and Karen 
Thompson for an annual salary of $48,000 to $50,000 upon obtaining state licensure.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to request the resignation from HR 
Director Giffin due to continued philosophical differences in job duties and job 
performance, with an offer of one month’s severance pay.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to appoint Jamie Jokela to the Library 
Board with a term expiring 12/31/2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to forgo bidding due to the potential cost 
to delay the courthouse expansion project and accept the proposal from MAVO for 
asbestos scraping at the Courthouse for $126,760.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve raffle permits to Pheasants 
Forever and Team Keene.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the budget amendments to 
the 2013 budget due to unanticipated expenses or other increases to costs: increase 
Clerk of Court to $289,371.48; increase Auditor to $421,368.05; increase State’s 
Attorney to $276,879.70; increase Tax Equalization to $255,423.53; increase Planning 
and Zoning to $1,071,143.90; increase Human Resources to $119,820.23; increase 
Buildings and Grounds to $427,907.96; increase Elections to $2,643.07; increase 
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Landfill to $3,307,942.90; increase Misc. Non-Departmental to $5,962,905.71; increase 
County Sheriff to $2,220,588.18; increase County Jail to $985,190.01; increase County 
Coroner to $32,823.46; increase Disaster Emergency Services to $111,052.40; 
increase Risk Management to $6,06.37; increase County Library to $187,312.11; 
increase Water Resource District to $415,889.37; increase Self-Insurance to 
$1,549,773.46; increase Document Preservation to $84,355.72; increase Hazardous 
Chemical Preparedness to $19,452.97; increase Wireless E-911 to $141,719.98; 
increase GPT Infrastructure Fund to $15,793,530.99; increase Atmospheric Resources 
to $81,488.09; increase County Fair to $28,384.43; increase Health Unit to $80,385.46; 
increase Historical Society to $8,344.92; all additional expenditures having been funded 
from cash on hand or unanticipated revenues.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to affirm the annual salaries from the 
2014 budget as follows: 
  

January 2014 Salaries 
Last First  Annual Salary  
Aman Kelsey           52,668.00  
Anderson Michele           42,000.00  
Anderson Ronald           25,200.00  
Ashihi Arlene           35,000.00  
Ayres Shelia           31,200.00  
Ball Sandra           44,096.00  
Bateman Travis           48,000.00  
Beyers Brady           49,940.00  
Bolken Douglas           40,000.00  
Bradley Amelia           31,200.00  
Bradshaw Ginger           35,000.00  
Cayko Richard           25,200.00  
Chinn Roger           25,200.00  
Clock Lloyd           64,253.00  
Dionysus Kelly           44,100.00  
Edson Jill           55,000.00  
Evanson Tammy           60,060.00  
Ficken Michael           54,694.00  
Foss Bonnie           44,532.00  
Fulwider John           75,000.00  
Giffin Denise           80,000.00  
Grantier Cheryl           66,500.00  
Hadley Walter           86,625.00  
Higgins Andrea           42,000.00  
Hoffmann Denae           49,875.00  
Holte Karen           48,696.00  
Jacobs Ana Silvia           35,000.00  
Johansen Matt           54,694.00  
Johnsrud Ann           77,740.00  
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Johnston Debora           54,635.00  
Kanwar Suhail        140,000.00  
Kieson Carol           52,500.00  
Koeser Mark           78,078.00  
Lane Sharon           50,000.00  
Larose Carmon Leann           45,400.00  
Lass Korey           49,940.00  
Lawlar Jodee           50,000.00  
Lawlar Richard           25,200.00  
Linseth Brenda           43,000.00  
Lovaas Courtney           64,900.00  
Luhman Scott           50,141.00  
Lundberg Andrea           36,750.00  
Madsen Alicia           36,750.00  
Mathewson Kayla           40,425.00  
Matthews Maxwell           48,000.00  
McGovern Toni           35,000.00  
Meyer Sandra           44,352.00  
Moser Deborah           58,210.00  
Neprash Daniel           72,650.00  
Neprash Kimberly           46,200.00  
Newman Dustin           54,694.00  
Nordby Doug           25,200.00  
Paulson Katherine           45,430.00  
Perez Per           49,940.00  
Perry Robert           59,678.00  
Rodenbiker Jacob        133,000.00  
Rogness Michelle           41,580.00  
Roles Kristy           40,425.00  
Roos Lanae           73,920.00  
Samuelson Jerry           23,505.00  
Samuelson Jerry             5,265.00  
Samuelson Jerry           29,905.00  
Schmitz Michael           48,000.00  
Schreiber Richard           70,200.00  
Schroeder Malissa           51,500.00  
Sinclair Ryan           49,940.00  
Solberg Bradley           45,000.00  
Sorenson Desiree           64,150.00  
Sparby Doris           40,425.00  
Svihovec Linda           98,000.00  
Veeder Eugene           89,980.00  
White Owl Troy           48,000.00  
Winchester Lori           35,000.00  
Wold Dana           45,465.00  
Yadon Edwin           73,150.00  
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All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed until February 20, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
February 20, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on February 
20, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, and Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Johnsrud. Chairman 
Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
PWD Kanwar requested approval from the Board to advertise for bids to 

construct Cell 6 at the landfill.  This is not a budgeted item for 2014, but Cell 5 will run 
out of room before the end of 2014.  Estimated cost is $3,657,380.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Lawlar, to advertise for bids for Landfill Cell 6.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar also presented a recommendation to contract with HDR, Inc. for 

the right of way acquisition, environmental study, and assist with design where needed 
for the Northern Bypass route.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the 
contract with HDR, Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Code Enforcer Leann LaRose updated the Board on Zoning Ordinance Code 
Enforcement.  Commissioner Nordby recommended placing an ad in the paper 
providing Code Enforcer contact information to the public.  Code Enforcer LaRose also 
updated the Board on cases that have been turned over to Attorney Ari Johnson for 
further action. 
 
 County Planner Hadley presented a consent agenda for approval to the Board.  
Hadley with Steve Syrcle, Tri State Consulting, Charles Camp, Campland Surveyors, 
and attorney Robert Keenan updated the Board on the history and stated reasons the 
Lakeview Estates project should be pursued.  Ken McWhorter, landowner, requested 
the Board support the decision of Arnegard Township and deny the approval of 
Lakeview Subdivision.  Shannon Faller, landowner, also spoke out against the 
development. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the Planning & Zoning 
consent agenda as presented including approvals for SBG, John Throckmorton, Harold 
Rolfsrud, Red Rock Transport, and Summer Meadow Business Park.  All voting aye, 
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motion carried.  Consent agenda item regarding Lakeview Estates was tabled until after 
the County Park Board meeting. 

 
County Planner Hadley requested the Board consider participating with the City 

of Watford City on the State/City/County Transportation Plan co-op grant program.  The 
Board decided to discuss this program with the City representatives later in the day. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the wage adjustment to 

increase pay for GIS Specialist Chishom from $22.00/hour to $25.00/hour and to 
increase starting base for landfill operators from $21.83/hour to $25.10/hour to match 
the road department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Meeting was recessed at 2:00 p.m. for the County Park Board Meeting. 

 
 Meeting was reconvened at 2:35 p.m.  
 
 Maria Effertz Hanson, Hess Corporation, introduced herself to the Board and 
stated that Hess supports community efforts and will assist legislatively. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to reconsider the motion approving RSC 
Advisory Group for the compensation program review and redesign, to reconsider their 
proposal, and to also consider the proposal from Fox Lawson & Associates.  All voting 
aye, motioned carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, after reviewing both proposals, to approve 
the proposal from Fox Lawson due to their experience with several other North Dakota 
counties and cities, the ND Association of Counties, and the State of North Dakota.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board discussed and approved a wording change in the holiday pay policy 
from 100% to 8 hours and from 50% to 4 hours to help clarify the policy and longtime 
practice.   
 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the current month’s bills as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Cayko updated the Board on Job Development Authority.  Gene 
Veeder will remain in his position as JDA Director. 
 
 Community Counseling & Correctional Services, Inc., presented information on 
the Bismarck Transition Center and presented a proposal for transporting and housing 
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McKenzie County prisoners.  Commissioner Nordby, State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, and 

Sheriff Fulwider will meet with CCCS, Inc., on February 26th at 5:30 p.m. to discuss 
contract terms including 15 cells and 8 transports/month. 
 
 Watford City Mayor Brent Sanford and City Planner Curt Moen presented a 
proposed revised ETA for the City of Watford City.  The Board discussed concerns with 
roads within the ETA.  A public hearing to address the proposed ETA is scheduled for 
Thursday, March 13, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. 
  
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the county 50% participation 
in the State/City/County Transportation Plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fairview Mayor Bryan Cummins and Fairview Chief of Police Calvin Seadeek 
discussed concerns with law enforcement liability and safety and an increase in 
responses to McKenzie County residents without compensation.  State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker suggested seeking input from the Attorney General’s office on possible 

suggestions. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve Lakeview Subdivision 
contingent on meeting condition #5, relating to an existing ONEOK pipeline, prior to 
Chairman Anderson signing the plat. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve the abatement application 
from Bruce Gunderson for land described as: 

Lot 7, Block 1, 3rd Addition to Watford City.   
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the right of way proposal 
from NDDOT including $9,000.00 for 0.18 acres of land described as: 

A portion of the SE1/4 of Section 16, Township 150 N, Range 98 W, of the 5th 
Principal Meridian, County of McKenzie, State of North Dakota. 

and $850.00 for a Temporary Easement on 0.17 acres of land described as:   
A portion of Highland Acres Subdivision of the NE1/4 of Section 22, Township 
150 N, Range 98 W, of the 5th Principal Meridian, County of McKenzie, State of 
North Dakota. 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the bid from True Northern 
Steel for the Modular Vehicle Steel Bridge for $130,612.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
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 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the bid from Z&S Dust Control 
Systems for Mag Chloride Solution at $0.94/gallon.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to accept payment from Spring Asset 
Management, LLC, for $20,000 as payment in full for their share of the cost to improve 
122nd Street.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board reviewed plans from ICON on the Courthouse remodel project. 
 
 Meeting recessed at 7:00 p.m. until February 25th at 1:00 p.m. 
 

February 25, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on February 
25, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, and 
Auditor Svihovec. Also present were David Manns and Heidi Brenna, ICON Architects, 
and Ben Matson, Construction Engineers.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
After reviewing the Guaranteed Maximum price as presented, a motion was 

made by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the proposal as presented, totaling 
$11.02 Million, including 1% contingency and alternates as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   

 
Following discussion, the Board approved applying for the Round 4 Energy 

Infrastructure and Impact Grant for the proposed Sheriff Department addition – 
estimated cost $452,874.69, including architect fees and furniture. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

203624 ABRAXAS PETROLEUM CORP 24.00 

203625 ACCUSOURCE INC. 281.25 

203626 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 16,443.25 

203627 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 948.42 

203628 
ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERV.,I 9,191.16 
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203629 ALEXANDER TWP. 21.00 

203630 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 128.00 

203631 ALPINE AUTO GLASS 800.00 

203632 AMAN/KELSEY 860.50 

203633 AMERICAN INSURANCE CENTER 86.00 

203634 ANDERSON REFRIGERATION 1,024.90 

203635 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,338.92 

203636 APCO INTERNATIONAL 100.00 

203637 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 2,595.00 

203638 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

203639 ATTIC/THE 1,248.00 

203640 AYRES/SHELIA 251.83 

203641 BADLANDS HARDWARE 1,044.89 

203642 
BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING 
SERVICE 1,208.00 

203643 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 420.24 

203644 BAKER & TAYLOR 345.09 

203645 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 3,375.49 

203646 BALL/SANDRA 75.33 

203647 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 1,000.00 

203648 BAUMAN/BARBARA 100.80 

203649 BAYNE/MARC 350.00 

203650 BEICEGEL STATION 137.91 

203651 BIG BOYS TOYS 23.98 

203652 BIRDS & BLOOMS 14.98 

203653 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE 248.85 

203654 BLAINE'S AUTO BODY & SALES, INC. 3,004.50 

203655 BLUE LUBE 195.72 

203656 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 135.09 

203657 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 29,626.50 

203658 BROWN/COREY 47.50 

203659 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 2,000.27 

203660 C&D WATER SERVICES 130.00 

203661 CANAD INNS 373.50 

203662 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 110.25 

203663 CAYKO/RICHARD 201.20 

203664 CENTRAL SERVICE CENTER 615.50 

203665 CENTURY COMPANIES, INC 262,577.07 

203666 CHAPIN TRUST/BUD 423.04 

203667 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 1,664.95 

203668 CHERREY'S PROPANE 2,258.00 

203669 CHILDRESS/JULIE 41.00 

203670 CHINN/ROGER 810.52 
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203671 CHISHOLM/AARON 58.29 

203672 COFELL'S PLUMBING & HEATING 2,965.00 

203673 VOID 0.00 

203674 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 3,234.71 

203675 CONSUMER REPORTS 29.00 

203676 CROSS/ROBERT 39.20 

203677 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 770.32 

203678 DAKOTA DIESEL USA, INC. 62.42 

203679 DECO SECURITY SYSTEMS 14,788.00 

203680 DELL MARKETING L.P. 9,508.22 

203681 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 40.00 

203682 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 85,849.80 

203683 DW EXCAVATING 2,385.00 

203684 DYPEX GREASE & LUBRICANTS 801.00 

203685 EBEL INTEGRATORS 154,467.60 

203686 EMRY'S LOCKSMITHING 160.15 

203687 ENGELBRECHT/TAM 59.36 

203688 ESRI INC. 2,800.00 

203689 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION 38.00 

203690 EXTREME TRAILER SALES & SERVICE 4,110.00 

203691 FAMILY HANDYMAN BOOKS 10.00 

203692 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 1,034.97 

203693 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 7,781.87 

203694 FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 600.00 

203695 FICKEN/MICHAEL 520.00 

203696 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

203697 FIRST DAKOTA ENTERPRISES INC. 196,055.00 

203698 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 2,565.00 

203699 FLEET SAFETY EQUIPMENT INC. 2,563.60 

203700 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 100.00 

203701 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 6,078.00 

203702 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 40,100.44 

203703 FOSS/BONNIE 259.84 

203704 FRONTIER PRECISION 29,868.24 

203705 FUGRO EARTHDATA INC. 32,000.00 

203706 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 1,193.75 

203707 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 9.00 

203708 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC 15,363.50 

203709 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 3,517.24 

203710 GALLS INCORPORATED 5,756.03 

203711 GIFFIN/DENISE M 149.00 

203712 GOLDEN VALLEY/BILLINGS MULTI CO.SS DI 63.00 

203713 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 
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203714 GRANTIER/CHERYL 65.45 

203715 HACH COMPANY 1,965.15 

203716 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

203717 VOID 0.00 

203718 HARDY/MAURICE 124.30 

203719 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 35.84 

203720 HAWKINS, INC 834.29 

203721 HEDAHL'S INC. 906.57 

203722 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 69.38 

203723 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 6,251.60 

203724 HELIS OIL & GAS CO. LLC 17.00 

203725 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 102.84 

203726 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 19,318.91 

203727 HIGHLIGHTS 29.64 

203728 HORIZON RESOURCES 764.03 

203729 HOT ROD MAGAZINE 24.97 

203730 HR COLLABORATIVE 150.00 

203731 IBRAHIM/AMR 1,062.99 

203732 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 57,503.70 

203733 IMAGE PRINTING, INC. 1,186.45 

203734 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 30.00 

203735 JACK & JILL 20.62 

203736 JAMESTOWN SUPER 8 MOTEL 134.98 

203737 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,000.00 

203738 JOHNSRUD/ANN 50.00 

203739 JONES/CHRISTIAN 165.11 

203740 KANWAR/SUHAIL 542.60 

203741 KDM PETRO MANAGEMENT LLC 12.00 

203742 KENNEDY SCALES, INC 31,082.67 

203743 KIESON/CAROL 45.20 

203744 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 8,100.00 

203745 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 558.40 

203746 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 34,050.10 

203747 KRINGEN CONSTRUCTION INC. 196,460.30 

203748 KXMC 285.00 

203749 L&K ELECTRIC, INC. 2,863.58 

203750 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 74.70 

203751 LAROSE/LEANN 22.66 

203752 LEWIS/JAY 13.44 

203753 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 32.44 

203754 LINSETH/BRENDA 199.36 

203755 LITTLE FALLS MACHINE INC. 5,527.71 

203756 LOVAAS/COURTNEY 108.27 
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203757 LUND OIL, INC. 9,239.44 

203758 MARCIE MCCLURE 12.00 

203759 MARCO, INC. 893.95 

203760 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 1,094.50 

203761 MAYO CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. 70,333.58 

203762 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 2,834.32 

203763 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 5.00 

203764 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,186.05 

203765 
MCKENZIE GUARANTY AND TITLE 
COMPANY 40.22 

203766 MICROMARKETING LLC 74.96 

203767 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 210.83 

203768 MOON/SHIZUKA 18.33 

203769 MRACHEK/KRIS 56.00 

203770 MYERS AUTO PARTS 32.58 

203771 ND ASSN. OF CO. ENGINEERS 330.00 

203772 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 9,634.46 

203773 ND ASSN. OF SCHOOL ADMIN. 165.00 

203774 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 94.16 

203775 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 12,544.02 

203776 ND STATE UNIVERSITY 104.00 

203777 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY 97.00 

203778 ND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ASSN. 300.00 

203779 
ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL 
CONFEREN 280.00 

203780 ND WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT ASSN. 505.00 

203781 ND WATER USERS ASSOCIATION 175.00 

203782 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION 275.00 

203783 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 12,746.69 

203784 NDACSSD 50.00 

203785 NDSU SOIL SCIENCE 500.00 

203786 NEPRASH/DANIEL 10.59 

203787 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 425.16 

203788 NORBY/LYNETTE 39.20 

203789 NORDBY/LORI 112.02 

203790 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 528.00 

203791 NORTHERN TESTING 88.00 

203792 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 225.69 

203793 OK TIRE STORE 302.25 

203794 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 

203795 OLSON/JEREMY 23.52 

203796 PARRISH/CALVIN 755.00 

203797 PEREZ/PER 1,000.00 
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203798 PHARMCHEM. INC. 784.00 

203799 PIPPIN LAW FIRM 756.00 

203800 PITNEY BOWES INC. 393.50 

203801 PLAYNETWORK, INC. 89.85 

203802 PRAXAIR 432.32 

203803 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 1,204.76 

203804 PRO FORMS 1,787.85 

203805 QUILL CORPORATION 1,877.04 

203806 RAY ALLEN MANUFACTURING, LLC 2,165.77 

203807 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 15,622.73 

203808 REDFORD/LISA C 71.02 

203809 REIL/DOROTHY 67.60 

203810 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 97.12 

203811 RESPOND SYSTEMS 527.62 

203812 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 345.00 

203813 RIVER AGGREGATES, LLC 445,774.45 

203814 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 68.50 

203815 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 31,494.91 

203816 ROLFSON/MATTHEW 229.55 

203817 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 1,889.15 

203818 RTVISION, INC. 17,694.00 

203819 SAMUELSON/JERRY 510.13 

203820 SELECT FORD MERCURY 8,448.49 

203821 SHERMAN & HOWARD LLC 10.00 

203822 SHOPPER/THE 567.00 

203823 SIMPLE AND DELICIOUS 31.98 

203824 SINCLAIR/RYAN 1,000.00 

203825 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL 57.12 

203826 SMI AWARDS 106.80 

203827 SOLBERG/BRAD 22.40 

203828 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.30 

203829 SPORTS & SHIRTS 217.00 

203830 
ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH 
CENTER 2,570.48 

203831 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 431.35 

203832 STARK-BILLINGS CO.EXTENSION OFFICE 17.58 

203833 STEIN'S INC. 93.80 

203834 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 207.20 

203835 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO. 455.17 

203836 TD & H ENGINEERING 13,200.00 

203837 THOMAS & THOMAS 28.00 

203838 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 300.44 

203839 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC. 8,850.00 
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203840 TIRED IRON REPAIR 773.59 

203841 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 3,979.67 

203842 TJ'S TOWING 1,770.00 

203843 TJELDE/LEE 35.84 

203844 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 2,436.90 

203845 TRANE U.S. INC. 1,312.33 

203846 TRIANGLE USA PETROLEUM CORP 16.00 

203847 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC. 134.50 

203848 U S POSTMASTER 480.00 

203849 U.S. IMAGING 31,132.53 

203850 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 34.80 

203851 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 711.08 

203852 USDA FOREST SERVICE 1,471.36 

203853 VISA 730.78 

203854 VOYAGER OIL & GAS 10.00 

203855 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 193.23 

203856 WASTE-NOT-RECYCLING LLC 2,953.80 

203857 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 4,850.00 

203858 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 201.59 

203859 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 27,102.89 

203860 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 244.05 

203861 WILD BISON/THE 1,246.80 

203862 WILLIAMS CO. ABSTRACT 30.00 

203863 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 4,000.00 

203864 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING 61,621.20 

203865 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 14,910.90 

203866 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 782.46 

203867 WIRTZ/JARET 22.37 

203868 WISNESS/PAUL 67.20 

203869 WOLF RUN VILLAGE APARTMENTS 1,452.00 

203870 XEROX CORPORATION 157.22 

203871-899 FEBRUARY 14TH PAYROLL 373,838.89 

203900 ALEXANDER RURAL FIRE DISTRICT 16,312.06 

203901 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 145,886.65 

203902 ALEXANDER TWP. 12,799.80 

203903 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 21,036.05 

203904 ANTELOPE CR. TWP. 1,936.90 

203905 ANTELOPE CR. TWP. 5,473.57 

203906 ARNEGARD RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DIST. 8,596.93 

203907 ARNEGARD TWP. 13,178.99 

203908 ARNEGARD/CITY OF 7,961.61 

203909 BLUE BUTTES TWP. 14,137.42 

203910 CHARBON TWP. 11,468.05 
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203911 EARL SCHOOL DIST. #18 7,340.36 

203912 ELM TREE TWP. 17,708.14 

203913 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

203914 
GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY 
DIST. 19,280.61 

203915 GRAIL TWP. 7,189.42 

203916 GRASSY BUTTE FIRE DISTRICT 3,455.75 

203917 HAWKEYE TWP. 12,921.77 

203918 HORSE CREEK RURAL FIRE DIST. 1,485.62 

203919 HORSE CREEK SCHOOL DIST. #32 12,061.11 

203920 KEENE TWP. 12,648.47 

203921 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 458,819.59 

203922 MANDAREE SCHOOL DIST. #36 61.54 

203923 MCKENZIE CO. ATMOSPHERIC RES. 17,615.70 

203924 MCKENZIE CO. FIRE PROT. DIST. 38,269.43 

203925 MCKENZIE CO. HISTORICAL SOCIETY 1,890.93 

203926 MCKENZIE CO. SD#1 1,043,139.28 

203927 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 6,762.83 

203928 MCKENZIE SOIL CONS. DIST. 27,660.66 

203929 ND GAME & FISH DEPT. 1,806.00 

203930 ND STATE TREASURER 16,819.83 

203931 NEW TOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL DIST. 22,930.66 

203932 NEW TOWN RURAL AMBULANCE DIST. 953.17 

203933 NEW TOWN RURAL FIRE DEPT. 953.17 

203934 RANDOLPH TWP. 3,594.65 

203935 RIVERVIEW TWP. 14,864.91 

203936 SIOUX IRRIGATION DISTRICT 5,385.27 

203937 SIOUX TWP. 10,795.00 

203938 SIOUX-YELLOWSTONE RURAL FIRE DIST. 3,839.22 

203939 TRI TWP 29,046.94 

203940 TWIN VALLEY TWP. 25,160.88 

203941 UPPER MISSOURI DIST. HEALTH UNIT 22,815.30 

203942 WATFORD CITY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 6,763.69 

203943 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 158,227.73 

203944 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF 185,027.83 

203945 WILLISTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 723.84 

203946 WILLISTON VECTOR CONTROL DIST. 21.86 

203947 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT 3,083.58 

203948 YELLOWSTONE SCHOOL DISTRICT #14 49,272.88 

203949 YELLOWSTONE TWP. 34,676.75 

203950 ALEXANDER/CITY OF 96.00 

203951 AT&T 42.09 

203952 CENTURY LINK 376.04 
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203953 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.17 

203954 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 809.85 

203955 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,006.09 

203956 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 99.03 

203957 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 8,656.86 

203958 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 9,574.75 

203959 NEMONT 28.50 

203960 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 5,540.89 

203961 VERIZON WIRELESS 3,480.27 

203962 
ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERV.,I 24,188.89 

203963 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 1,010.00 

203964 BADLANDS HARDWARE 217.00 

203965 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA 82,212.37 

203966 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE 886.00 

203967 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 41.66 

203968 DW EXCAVATING 4,620.00 

203969 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 21.57 

203970 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 716.09 

203971 HAWKINS, INC 266.50 

203972 LUND OIL, INC. 658.41 

203973 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,984.04 

203974 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 116.33 

203975 MOTOROLA 13,383.81 

203976 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 223.63 

203977 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 200.00 

203978 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 176.00 

203979 ND WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT ASSN. 120.00 

203980 NDPERS 2.43 

203981 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,585.10 

203982 OK TIRE STORE 213.35 

203983 PRO FORMS 95.61 

203984 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 196.23 

203985 S & S MOTORS 122.12 

203986 SM ENERGY & FENCING 17,977.50 

203987 VOGEL LAW FIRM 4,315.00 

203988-4024 FEBRUARY 28TH PAYROLL 384,417.65 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 4, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on March 4, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug Nordby, Richard 
Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  
Commissioner Ron Anderson was absent.  Vice Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending 
February 28, 2014.   
 
 Sandi Sanford and Stacy Arnegard, members of the Sex Offenders Task Force, 
updated the Board on the progress of the Task Force, which consists of 16 members 
that meet monthly.  There are currently 50 registered sex offenders living in McKenzie 
County, a 475% increase.  The Task Force met with the US Marshall Service in August.  
Sanford and Arnegard expressed frustration with the lack of cooperation from the 
Sheriff’s Department in providing sex offender information to the newspaper for 
publication and with required compliance checks.  US Marshall Service has offered 
twice to perform compliance checks, which have been refused by the Sheriff’s 
Department. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, along with Jordan Evert, Furseth Law Firm, 
discussed mineral ownership issues with the Board.  Discussion as to whether or not 
the County owned minerals under a right of way purchased in 1931 located in SE1/4 
and SE¼SW¼ in Section 3 Township 152 Range 97 totaling 6.43 acres.  Following 
discussion, moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, that the County take no position on 
this matter.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko to approve the treasurer’s report, 
minutes, and bills except Foley Bros. bill for $30,640 for an entryway to the 
Water/Extension building, which has not been completed or fixed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker discussed land and minerals in the dissolved City of 
Rawson where Triangle Petroleum is negotiating a mineral lease with the County.  It 
was agreed that the County Commissioners, as manager of the dissolved City of 
Rawson lots, has the authority to sell those lots.  The Board agreed to have State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker seek an Attorney General’s opinion on the question as to whether 
or not the County can sell the lots. 
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 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker presented a caseload comparison for several 
counties showing that McKenzie County has a minimum of three times the number of 
cases per attorney and staff as any of the counties presented.  Rodenbiker reported that 
they are adopting the “Justware” software program for tracking case data in an effort to 
streamline documentation and file data.  Rodenbiker requested additional staff to help 
with maintaining contact with victims and witnesses, as required by law.  Rodenbiker 
presented an estimated budget for an additional attorney, staff, and summer law clerk 
with benefits totaling $191,936.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the 
budget proposal and additional staffing as proposed by Rodenbiker.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 There was one fuel bid received and opened from Rolfson Oil.  Moved by Chinn, 
seconded by Nordby, to accept the bid from Rolfson Oil for all fuels, all locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  The Board discussed that future fuel bids may be obtained 
by phone since there has been a lack of interest in the monthly bidding process. 
 
 PWD Kanwar, along with TAIT Architecture presented a proposed layout for a 
new County shop/transportation facility. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 11:20am to allow the Commissioners to attend the 
Watford City Chamber Luncheon at Fox Hills Golf Course for a presentation on the 
McKenzie County Healthcare System. 
 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:00pm. 
  
 County Planning and Building Director Hadley requested the Board consider a 
salary adjustment for Code Enforcer Leann Larose to $48,000, retroactive to January 1, 
2014, with up to 40 hours/month of overtime during summer months.  On her 
anniversary date, October 29, 2014, her salary would go to $49,940, which is the same 
as Sheriff’s Deputies.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the request.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  
 

PWD Kanwar, along with Amr Ibrahim, presented an estimated cost comparison 
for asphalt versus concrete for passing lanes on the Northern Bypass route.  Cost per 
lane/mile for asphalt is $350,000-$635,000 and for concrete is $450,000-$855,000, with 
costs varying greatly depending on the right of way.  The Board requested more 
information on life cycle and payback time of concrete versus asphalt.   

 
Kevin Bone presented cost estimated for one mile of road survey with a 150 foot 

corridor; HDR $8,500 for full survey, KLJ $2,700 for topography only, Interstate 
Engineering $7,000 for full survey, and Heartland Engineering $4,953 for full survey.  
Bone recommended that LiDAR data benefit the County as it is more cost effective in 
the long run. 

 
Mike Dollinger presented estimates for Routes 14 and 53 projects for 2014. 
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Commissioner Nordby and Sheriff Fulwider updated the Board on their meeting 
with CCCS, Inc. for prisoner transport and housing.  CCCS, Inc. has requested a 
guarantee of 15 minimum prisoners and would base the number of transports based on 
that number.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker is reviewing a 6 month contract for the 
service.  Fulwider reported that he is currently utilizing two special deputies for 
transports.  Commissioner Cayko and Fulwider updated the Board on the Regional Jail 
meeting held in Williston last week, where it was determined that a minimum of 200 
beds would be needed.   

 
The Board relayed the concerns of the Sex Offender Task Force that notifications 

and compliance checks are not happening in a regular and timely manner.  Fulwider 
stated that a compliance check is scheduled for April with the US Marshall Service. 

 
Lloyd Clock requested approval to purchase Verizon modems for Sheriff Deputy 

patrol vehicles.  Two units were previously approved under a BCI/LE Grant.  Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to approve the purchase of 15 additional Verizon modems 
for patrol vehicles and 1 modem for the GIS Specialist vehicle.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Tim Taylor, Watford City Municipal Airport, updated the Board on current airport 

operation and funding needs.  Taylor presented the 2014 Project Summary for Design, 
including reconstructing the parking apron and a new terminal building, totaling 
$3,576,307.  The FAA has committed $327,309 to its share the project costs and NDAC 
has committed $2,332,754, leaving a local share of $916,244.  Taylor reported that the 
airport has been approved for a $700,000 grant for project costs and requested funding 
assistance for the $216,244 shortfall.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to 
approve the funding request of up to $216,000 to cover the shortfall for the 2014 
projects after the Oil Impact Grant round this summer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Jail Agreement from the 

City of Watford City for 2015.  City agrees to pay $212,000 for 2014 and all medical 
expenses that accrue over $10,000 per City arrested prisoner.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to continue the current funding 

agreement with the State of North Dakota for the 2015-2017 biennium for Clerk of Court 
services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Garo Injosoulian and Victor Schittone, CQA/Blackpoint, presented a proposal for 

contracted services for planning, code enforcement, and plan review.  CQA/Blackpoint 
is looking for pilot projects with Dunn and McKenzie Counties.  No action was taken at 
this time. 
 

The meeting recessed until March 18, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
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March 18, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on March 18, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Johnsrud. Commissioner Richard Lawlar 
was absent.  Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
County Planner Hadley presented the Planning & Zoning Consent Agenda to the 

Board. Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve consent agenda items 1-8, 
pulling item 9 for discussion.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion was held on Consent Agenda #9, R360 Zone Change to Industrial, 
Variance, & CUP.  Tim Nelson, Jay Lewis, and Jamie Dwyer-Asay expressed their 
concerns regarding this item to the Board.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to 
deny  R360 Zone change request to Industrial, Variance, & CUP.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Water Resource District 
bills and the bill from Construction Engineers as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to appoint Beth Dahl to the School 
Reorganization Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
  
 Moved by Cayko, second by Chinn, to advertise a public hearing for section line 
closing S½SE¼ Section 25 and N½NE¼ Section 36 T152N R104W. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the lease with Triangle 
Petroleum in the Village of Rawson at $2500/acre and 20% on a 3-year lease for 
2.545661 mineral acres.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Solid Waste Director Rick Schreiber requested approval for a full-time summer 
intern to work in Engineering Department as well as Landfill.  Schreiber also updated 
the Board on landfill use and revenue, as well as filter sock findings and fines. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to execute an agreement with Burns & 
McDonnell for engineering services for Landfill design and planning.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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 District Court Administrator Carolyn Probst presented options for court services 
beginning July 1, 2015.  Following discussion it was moved by Chinn, seconded by 
Cayko, that the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners elects to have the Clerk of 
Court and Clerk staff designated by the Supreme Court to become employees of the 
State Judicial System, effective July 1, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to offer Brooke and Bradley Solberg 
$80,000 to purchase their 2013 Fleetwood 14ftx70ft mobile home for employee housing.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Mike Dollinger discussed with the Board issues with the Cartwright Shop project 
and explained that they were unable to get a phone line and water in time to open the 
shop in April.  A Verizon router will be utilized for phone service until a phone line is 
installed.   
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to reroute traffic on 122nd Ave onto 
existing improved section line between Sections 14 & 15 T149N R98W.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to accept the proposal from S&S Motors 
to purchase a 2012 Ford F250 XLT pickup for $34,000 for the Dust Control crew.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board approved Dollinger’s request for $20.00/hour wage for Greg 

Skurupey, effective current pay period. 
 
 Carol Kieson requested Board support for routing oil traffic during spring load 
restrictions off of restricted County roads.   
 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. until April 1, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
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204025 ACCUSOURCE INC. 724.88 

204026 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 925.00 

204027 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,217.29 

204028 ALCO STORES INC. 13.99 

204029 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 205.00 

204030 AMAN/KELSEY 263.15 

204031 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITE 405.00 

204032 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,112.20 

204033 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 

204034 ARNEGARD/STACY 110.48 

204035 AYRES/SHELIA 136.64 

204036 BADLANDS HARDWARE 208.13 

204037 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1,395.00 

204038 BAKER & TAYLOR 421.89 

204039 BAKKEN TIRE FACTORY 599.15 

204040 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 4,808.13 

204041 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

204042 BAUMAN/BARBARA 50.40 

204043 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 5,390.00 

204044 BLUE LUBE 158.87 

204045 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 461.49 

204046 BOURNE/JESSIE T 1,000.00 

204047 BRENNA/TAMMY 40.32 

204048 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 55,825.00 

204049 BROWN/COREY 45.00 

204050 BUREAU OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 202.00 

204051 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 7,485.27 

204052 C&D WATER SERVICES 138.50 

204053 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 264.88 

204054 CAYKO/RICHARD 341.20 

204055 CENEX FLEETCARD 158.68 

204056 CHAPA/ESTHER 1,000.00 

204057 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 419.30 

204058 CHERREY'S PROPANE 3,742.00 

204059 CHINN/ROGER 943.80 

204060 CHISHOLM/AARON 36.73 

204061 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 225.60 

204062 COLSTRIP ELECTRIC, INC. 10,749.27 

204063 COMFORT INN 444.00 

204064 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,734.71 

204065 CRAIG'S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 88.72 

204066 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 493.71 

204067 DELL COMM INC. 1,920.00 
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204068 DELL MARKETING L.P. 975.57 

204069 DEMCO 76.74 

204070 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC. 1,081.50 

204071 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

204072 DIRECT ELECTRIC 92.50 

204073 DYPEX GREASE & LUBRICANTS 1,777.00 

204074 EBEL INTEGRATORS 36,647.79 

204075 VOID 0.00 

204076 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 46,952.00 

204077 ELM TREE TWP. 279,552.41 

204078 ENVIRONMENTAL GIS CONSULTING OF SW MI 390.00 

204079 EXECUTIVE GROUP/THE 13,000.00 

204080 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 10,438.03 

204081 FASTENAL COMPANY 96.59 

204082 FEDEX 36.67 

204083 FICKEN/MICHAEL 540.00 

204084 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

204085 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 150.00 

204086 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 3,394.00 

204087 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 60,212.76 

204088 FOSS/BONNIE 374.08 

204089 FRONTIER PRECISION 1,072.90 

204090 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 1,408.20 

204091 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 76.50 

204092 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC 12,543.98 

204093 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 613.34 

204094 GAKA ENTERPRISES INC. 3,966.67 

204095 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

204096 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

204097 HEADWATERS ECONOMICS, INC 899.38 

204098 HEDAHL'S INC. 409.16 

204099 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 142.74 

204100 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 5,848.80 

204101 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 115.09 

204102 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 5,709.00 

204103 HOLTE/KAREN L. 65.38 

204104 HOME OF ECONOMY 16.97 

204105 HORIZON RESOURCES 312.04 

204106 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 268.63 

204107 HULSING & ASSOCIATES 42,021.82 

204108 VOID 0.00 

204109 ID VILLE 122.50 

204110 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 22,284.00 
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204111 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 4,458.65 

204112 INT. ASSN. OF CHIEFS OF POLICE 110.50 

204113 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 17,589.50 

204114 JACK & JILL 133.19 

204115 JEPSON/CAROL 1,000.00 

204116 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,185.00 

204117 KANWAR/SUHAIL 149.00 

204118 KIESON/CAROL 114.61 

204119 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 10,000.00 

204120 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 29,104.95 

204121 KRINGEN CONSTRUCTION INC. 394,004.44 

204122 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 149.40 

204123 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC. 1,604.20 

204124 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

204125 LEWIS/JAY 13.44 

204126 LUND OIL, INC. 11,450.41 

204127 LYLE SIGNS INC. 218.35 

204128 M-R SIGN CO., INC. 1,862.10 

204129 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

204130 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 1,296.70 

204131 MCKENZIE CO. JOB DEVELOPMENT AUTHORIT 20,000.00 

204132 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 2,000.00 

204133 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 400.00 

204134 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 6,351.82 

204135 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,854.36 

204136 MCNANEY/CHARLES 33.60 

204137 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 4,064.83 

204138 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC. 33,498.25 

204139 MOSER-YOUNGBEAR/DEBORAH 2,176.63 

204140 MRACHEK/RAYMOND 31.36 

204141 NATIONAL AUTOMOBILE DEALERS 105.00 

204142 NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSN. 137.00 

204143 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 3,093.93 

204144 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS 42.00 

204145 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 12.95 

204146 ND STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 263.00 

204147 ND STATE'S ATTORNEYS ASSN. 300.00 

204148 ND VETERANS SERVICE OFFICERS ASSN. 50.00 

204149 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 21,365.82 

204150 NDPSE - MATHCOUNTS 166.00 

204151 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 374.66 

204152 NORDBY JR/DOUG M 150.40 

204153 NORDBY/LORI 116.50 
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204154 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 7,908.75 

204155 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 5,859.00 

204156 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 2,195.15 

204157 OK TIRE STORE 1,465.80 

204158 PARRISH/CALVIN 795.00 

204159 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

204160 PERRYN/ERICA 262.50 

204161 PHARMCHEM. INC. 1,342.00 

204162 PRAETORIAN GROUP, INC. 1,995.00 

204163 PRAXAIR 432.32 

204164 PRO SOURCE SPECIALTIES LLC 466.50 

204165 QUILL CORPORATION 201.41 

204166 RAU DESIGNS INC. 585.00 

204167 RAY ALLEN MANUFACTURING, LLC 704.02 

204168 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 11,915.86 

204169 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 25.00 

204170 RED CARPET 244.75 

204171 REED/LORELEI 1,000.00 

204172 RIVER AGGREGATES, LLC 769,588.09 

204173 RODENBIKER/JACOB 1,101.00 

204174 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 121.68 

204175 ROLFSON OIL COMPANY 9,053.26 

204176 ROLFSON/MATTHEW 204.59 

204177 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 329.85 

204178 S & S MOTORS 181.79 

204179 SAMUELSON/JERRY 107.76 

204180 SANJAR CONSTRUCTION 450.00 

204181 SCHEELS ALL SPORTS 2,249.95 

204182 SCHWARTZ/KIMBERLY 821.80 

204183 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS 160.00 

204184 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2,400.00 

204185 SHOPPER/THE 351.00 

204186 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

204187 SMI AWARDS 87.24 

204188 SNOW-WHEEL SYSTEM 746.94 

204189 SONDROL/KARLA 1,000.00 

204190 SORENSON/DESIREE 443.66 

204191 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 55,628.43 

204192 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.30 

204193 SPORTS AWARDS 124.33 

204194 ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER 1,093.00 

204195 STAYBRIDGE SUITES BISMARCK 308.00 

204196 STEIN'S INC. 280.64 
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204197 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 435.40 

204198 SYNERGY GRAPHICS, INC. 74.46 

204199 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES 714.63 

204200 TD & H ENGINEERING 579.03 

204201 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 602.67 

204202 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 300.44 

204203 TITANIUM PLUMBING 660.00 

204204 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 4,902.90 

204205 TRANE U.S. INC. 8,001.00 

204206 U.S. IMAGING 7,268.43 

204207 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 25.45 

204208 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 493.44 

204209 VISA 2,700.10 

204210 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 15,910.83 

204211 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 539.45 

204212 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 29,917.43 

204213 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 1,280.38 

204214 WILD BISON/THE 876.20 

204215 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 6,100.00 

204216 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 11,264.99 

204217 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 1,307.01 

204218 WILLISTON VECTOR CONTROL DIST. 50,000.00 

204219 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 415.07 

204220-238 MARCH 14TH PAYROLL 377,346.04 

204239 EIDE FORD 101,602.05 

204240 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 38,779.32 

204241 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 77,642.85 

204242 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 221,419.99 

204243 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 4,642.73 

204244 ND STATE TREASURER 39,580.92 

204245 SIOUX IRRIGATION DISTRICT 6,469.60 

204246 WATFORD CITY AIRPORT AUTHORITY 3,762.53 

204247 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 114,790.63 

204248 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT 1,454.71 

204249 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 8,574.85 

204250 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

204251 BADLANDS HARDWARE 13.14 

204252 BEST WESTERN DOUBLEWOOD INN 149.40 

204253 COMFORT SUITES 74.00 

204254 CROSS/ROBERT 78.40 

204255 DW EXCAVATING 29,665.28 

204256 ENGINEERING AMERICA INC. 7,855.35 

204257 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 5,303.11 
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204258 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 613.41 

204259 FRONTIER PRECISION 765.00 

204260 GRANT/EDWARD 52.50 

204261 JELLESED/LEIF L. 40.32 

204262 JOHN'S REFRIGERATION & ELECTRIC 50,518.76 

204263 JOHNSON/ARISTON 3,664.00 

204264 LUND OIL, INC. 1,026.92 

204265 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 1,776.28 

204266 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 150.30 

204267 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 153.33 

204268 ND DEPT. OF TRUST LANDS 700.00 

204269 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 750.20 

204270 NORTHERN IMPROVEMENT 179,071.87 

204271 PKG CONTRACTING INC. 7,711.50 

204272 SHAFFER/JEFF 70.00 

204273 TJELDE/LEE 71.68 

204274 VOGEL LAW FIRM 1,222.00 

204275 AT&T 42.09 

204276 CENTURY LINK 376.04 

204277 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 4,229.54 

204278 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.38 

204279 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 784,035.00 

204280 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 842.55 

204281 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 102.86 

204282 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,967.05 

204283 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 10,189.65 

204284 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 6,553.26 

204285 ND GAME & FISH DEPT. 439.00 

204286 NEMONT 28.50 

204287 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 5,790.67 

204288 SELECT FORD MERCURY 8,448.49 

204289 VERIZON WIRELESS 3,411.02 

204290 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 2,066.31 

204291-312 MARCH 28TH PAYROLL 393,842.52 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 1, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on April 1, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Ron Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m. 

 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to close the Courthouse offices at the 
fairgrounds on Friday, June 27, 2014, to accommodate Homefest and Centennial 
events that will need parking.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board approved ICON Architects to work with the Extension Office staff on a 
proposal for furniture and interior changes to make their office more efficient. 

 
Treasurer Grantier requested approval to raise MVD branch fees to the new 

maximums set by the State.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Grantier presented the treasurer’s report for the period ending March 

31, 2014.  Grantier discussed with the Board the Newfield Oil and Gas Lease for an 
unleased portion outside of Watford City.  

 
The Board discussed Larry Jones’ request for thawing an approach culvert which 

is off a State Highway.  The Board suggested Mr. Jones contact NDDOT Williston 
District Office for assistance. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the Treasurer’s report, 

minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve sponsoring the Emergency 

Responder’s Appreciation Night up to a maximum of $12,000.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request from the Watford 

City Chamber of Commerce to waive landfill fees for the Pick Up the Patch project, May 
12-17, 2014.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve a Joint Powers Agreement 

with the City of Watford City for GIS Addressing services at a rate of $50.00 an hour.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the fuel bid from Rolfson Oil.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:50am. 

 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:00pm. 
 
 Dollinger updated the Board on the status of Flat Rock Road.  The Board 
approved the advertising for the remainder of Route 53 on April 9, 16, and 23, 2014.  
Bid opening will be held May 1, 2014, at 10:00 am.  Dollinger also discussed with the 
Board possible paving projects for 2015-2017 which includes 16.2 miles of Route 27 
and 20.8 miles of Route 30.  It was agreed to advertise RFPs for Design Engineering 
services.  The Board also discussed possible grave/maintenance projects for the 
summer of 2014.  Dollinger will bring recommendations to the April 15, 2014, meeting. 
 
 Sheriff Fulwider and Lieutenant Evanson updated the Board on the Law 
Enforcement Center remodel project.  Concerns with Ebel completing the installation 
and servicing their equipment were expressed.  Evanson reported to the Board that four 
exhaust fans in the jail are not functioning and will need motors replaced.  The Board 
approved a C.L. Infoot Co. proposal to replace four exhaust fan motors for a total of 
$1,300.00. 
 
 Sheriff Fulwider discussed with the Board the shortage of jail cells in Western 
North Dakota, which is causing the State’s Attorney and Sheriff to prioritize arrests due 
to lack of space.  The Board discussed the need to move forward with a regional jail 
concept and agreed that Commissioner Anderson discuss this with Mountrail and 
Williams Counties at a meeting he will have with them Friday, April 4, 2014. 
 
 Weed Control Officer Higgins requested approval to implement a mosquito 
abatement program in McKenzie County with a $20,000 budget.  Potential revenue for 
this program would be generated from private spraying and grant funds.  Moved by 
Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the request to implement a trial mosquito 
abatement program in McKenzie County. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to raise the pay of the Weed Board 
Administrative Assistant to $18.00 per hour; to raise Amelia Bradley, Human Services 
Eligibility Technician, to $17.00 per hour effective current pay period with a further raise 
to $18.27 per hour on her anniversary date of May 31, 2014; and to approve the salary 
for the Human Services Direct Care II position to $16.00 per hour with an increase to 
$16.50 per hour after QSP is reached.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 McKenzie Bay Marina representatives requested funding for a pavement project.  
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to provide $100,000 funding to Watford City 
Park District for the McKenzie Bay paving project.  Roll Call Vote: Aye: Anderson, 
Lawlar, Nordby.  Nay: Cayko, Chinn.  Motion carried. 
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The meeting recessed at 4:00 p.m. until April 15, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
On Thursday, April 10, 2014, at 3:30 p.m. Commissioners Anderson, Chinn, and 

Lawlar attended a meeting with representatives from U.S. Senator Heidi Heitkamp’s 
office to discuss issues impacting McKenzie County. 

 
April 15, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on April 15, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Doug Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor 
Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Johnsrud. Commissioners Cayko and Chinn were absent.  
Chairman Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
   Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Planning Consent 
Agenda with the exception of “Water” in 3.4.2(19).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Board granted approval to have Planner Hadley facilitate asphalt plants and 
emergency radio towers approval without delaying their process. 
 
 Board requested Engineer Kanwar to make sure that county trucks hauling 
gravel and scoria are tarped. 
 
 Jerry Samuelson requested approval to hire Karolin Rockvoy as full time 
Emergency Manager, Assistant Risk Manager, and Assistant Veteran’s Service Officer.  

This will be an exempt position at $55,000/year.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by 
Nordby, to approve the request.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Samuelson will remain 
the Risk Manager and Veteran’s Service Officer, and Assistant Emergency Manager. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to award bids opened on April 9, 2014, 
as follows: ASDCO – Riveted Metal Culverts; Gravel Products, Inc. – Gravel & Scoria 
Crushing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Water Resource District Manager Shaffer updated the Board on the Fort 
Berthhold water invoices and other water issues. 
 
 Eldean Flynn, Atmospheric Resources Board, discussed the need for two board 
members, one from the Keene/Charlson area and one from the Tobacco Gardens area.  
Lawlar and Anderson will assist in finding board members before the May 6, 2014, 
meeting. 
 



390 
 

 Chairman Anderson reported that Jason Marmon had requested to have load 
limits on the Long X Road lifted and be the same as other County roads.  Moved by 
Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to remove the 5 ton limit on Long X Road.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Mike Dollinger presented bids for Route 53 and Route 14.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Lawlar, to award the bid for Route 53 improvements to Border States 
Paving, Inc. as follows – base bid of $15,592,270.17.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for the Route 14 reconstruction 
project to Border States Paving, Inc. as follows – $8,819,245.70.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   
 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for Landfill Cell 6 to Veit 
& Company, Inc. with a base bid of $2,890,610.90 and Alternate 2 for MSW Closure bid 
of $224,974.60, totaling $3,115,585.50.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
            WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway between 
Sections 25 and 36, Township 152 North, Range 104 West has been filed in the office 
the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
            Section line between SE1/4 of Section 25 and NE1/4 of Section 36,Township 
152 North, Range 104 West described as:  Beginning 781.63 feet west of the 
intersections of Sections 25 and 36, Township 152 North, Range 104 West, and 
Sections 30 and 31, Township 152 North, Range 103 West, thence west 1,891.14 feet, 
along north line of Section 36 and south line of Section 25,with thirty-three (33) feet in 
width on each side of the centerline of each section, to a point ending 2,672.77 feet 
west of point of beginning. 
 
            WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, April 15, 2014 at 2:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room, McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North Dakota, with 
Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby present, and 
 
            WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, seconded 
by Commissioner Lawlar, and a vote of 3 aye and 0 nay,  
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            IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   
All voting aye, motion carried. 
        
 Dennis Johnson approached the Board regarding concerns that 11th Ave and 28th 
Street will be used as a detour route during construction on Highway 23 from Watford 
City to Johnson Corner.  County will post “Closed to through traffic” signs and 5 ton load 

limit signs on these roads. 
 
 The Board clarified that June 27, 2014, will be treated as a holiday for all county 
employees.  County offices will be open during the County fair, July 10 and 11, 2014.   
 
 Chairman Anderson updated the Board on the jail cell shortage issue. 
 
 Jason Signalness and Shaun Rink, McKenzie County Rural Fire District, 
approached the Board regarding possible future funding for a paid chief and fire 
marshal, as well as equipment needs. 
 
 John Skurupey and Brenda Berquist, REC, discussed employee housing options, 
including lot development ideas. 
 
 Dan Richmond and Jonas Crump, Wolverine Construction, presented a proposal 
for modular housing for County employees. 
 
 Dollinger and Engineer Kanwar presented a proposal for gravel projects for 2014.  
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to advertise for bids for 2014 gravel projects as 
presented by Dollinger.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the proposal from Deputy 
Clerk of Court Jodee Lawlar to hire an additional deputy/clerk at a salary of $35,000 
plus benefits – total budget adjustment for 8 months with benefits of approximately 
$41,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Auditor Svihovec reviewed budget projections for General Fund and Road & 
Bridge Fund with the Board.  Discussion was held regarding unallocated funds and 
possible projects. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Water Resource District 
bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. until May 6, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

204313 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 1,187.50 

204314 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 2,933.48 

204315 AG COMMUNICATION 50.00 

204316 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 80.50 

204317 AMAN/KELSEY 110.34 

204318 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 

204319 ARNEGARD/STACY 429.26 

204320 BADLANDS ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS,IN 8,055.94 

204321 BADLANDS HARDWARE 433.10 

204322 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 909.00 

204323 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 3,180.00 

204324 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 381.77 

204325 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 2,370.20 

204326 BEICEGEL STATION 50.74 

204327 BLUE LUBE 375.21 

204328 BRENNA/TAMMY 40.32 

204329 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 73,735.00 

204330 BROWN/COREY 50.00 

204331 BURKE CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 499.52 

204332 C&D WATER SERVICES 129.50 

204333 CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS SUPPLIES, INC 186.40 

204334 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 162.06 

204335 CENEX FLEETCARD 162.28 

204336 CHERREY'S PROPANE 2,345.30 

204337 VOID 0.00 

204338 COMFORT INN 518.00 

204339 COMFORT SUITES 148.00 

204340 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 226,118.05 

204341 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 3,512.34 

204342 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 196.00 

204343 DECO SECURITY SYSTEMS 1,370.00 

204344 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC. 24,794.00 

204345 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

204346 DIRECT ELECTRIC 4,699.54 
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204347 EBEL INTEGRATORS 1,090.00 

204348 EIDE FORD 114,672.32 

204349 ENGELBRECHT/TAM 59.36 

204350 EPIC ENGINEERING 372.00 

204351 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 50,873.48 

204352 FICKEN/MICHAEL 317.45 

204353 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

204354 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 572.00 

204355 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 9,408.00 

204356 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 35,366.00 

204357 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 46,121.33 

204358 FOSS/BONNIE 101.50 

204359 FOUND IT NOW 28.32 

204360 FRONTIER PRECISION 90.75 

204361 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 821.25 

204362 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 45.00 

204363 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 621.12 

204364 GAKA ENTERPRISES INC. 1,853.17 

204365 GALLS INCORPORATED 13,203.14 

204366 GEMPLER'S INC. 1,478.10 

204367 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 7,000.00 

204368 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 810.00 

204369 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

204370 GRAVEL PRODUCTS INC. 224,252.22 

204371 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

204372 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 490.50 

204373 HEDAHL'S INC. 110.60 

204374 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 173.51 

204375 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 199.67 

204376 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 7,404.00 

204377 HORIZON RESOURCES 139.80 

204378 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 525.68 

204379 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 105,389.92 

204380 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 160.00 

204381 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 228.65 

204382 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 31,215.48 

204383 INTOXIMETERS 320.00 

204384 IVERSON/DICK 39.20 

204385 JACK & JILL 86.68 

204386 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW 28.00 

204387 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,025.00 

204388 JOHNSRUD/ANN 267.30 

204389 KANWAR/SUHAIL 664.86 
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204390 KELLY INN 69.30 

204391 KIESON/CAROL 540.00 

204392 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 17,500.00 

204393 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 116,577.50 

204394 KRINGEN CONSTRUCTION INC. 269,982.44 

204395 KUMMER'S PUMPING 200.00 

204396 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 74.70 

204397 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

204398 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 246.69 

204399 LOADOMETER CORPORATION 39,160.00 

204400 LUHMAN/SCOTT 101.50 

204401 LUND OIL, INC. 6,770.31 

204402 LYLE SIGNS INC. 1,766.57 

204403 MAINSTAY SUITES 332.00 

204404 MARCO, INC. 2,735.31 

204405 MAVO SYSTEMS 80,949.57 

204406 MAYO CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. 56,214.81 

204407 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 1,019.61 

204408 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 2,219.57 

204409 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 20.00 

204410 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

204411 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 599.00 

204412 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 1,854.08 

204413 MCNANEY/CHARLES 33.60 

204414 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 1,967.69 

204415 MEYER/SANDRA F. 19.04 

204416 MICROMARKETING LLC 25.99 

204417 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 465.00 

204418 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,197.87 

204419 ND CLERKS ASSOCIATION 60.00 

204420 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS 28.00 

204421 ND FAMILY BASED SERVICES ASSOCIATION 310.00 

204422 ND POST BOARD 110.00 

204423 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 22,562.29 

204424 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 13,909.44 

204425 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 129.86 

204426 NORDBY/LORI 106.00 

204427 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 340.00 

204428 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 96.13 

204429 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 4,794.00 

204430 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 1,264.64 

204431 OK TIRE STORE 2,404.06 

204432 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 
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204433 PARRISH/CALVIN 545.00 

204434 PERRYN/ERICA DAWN 10.50 

204435 PHARMCHEM. INC. 126.00 

204436 PHYSIO-CONTROL INC. 31,360.00 

204437 PITNEY BOWES 1,722.06 

204438 PITNEY BOWES INC. 78.18 

204439 PRAXAIR 1,045.32 

204440 PRECISION LOCKER COMPANY 623.49 

204441 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 437.08 

204442 QUILL CORPORATION 432.16 

204443 RAMKOTA HOTEL 447.00 

204444 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 6,698.02 

204445 REAP INVESTMENT FUND INC. 16,600.00 

204446 RED CARPET 265.23 

204447 REDFORD/LISA C 31.36 

204448 RESPOND SYSTEMS 538.06 

204449 RIVER AGGREGATES, LLC 56,214.52 

204450 RODENBIKER/JACOB 1,452.00 

204451 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 116.70 

204452 ROLFSON/MATTHEW 321.70 

204453 RON'S ELECTRIC 637.30 

204454 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 109.95 

204455 RTVISION, INC. 13,411.00 

204456 S & S MOTORS 39,112.97 

204457 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2,875.00 

204458 SELECT FORD MERCURY 423.93 

204459 SHAFFER/JEFF 119.02 

204460 SHOPPER/THE 585.00 

204461 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 10.50 

204462 SOLBERG/BRAD 207.62 

204463 SORENSON/DESIREE 656.62 

204464 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 66,986.76 

204465 ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER 1,629.16 

204466 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 6,325.19 

204467 STEIN'S INC. 431.25 

204468 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 464.25 

204469 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 160.88 

204470 THOMPSON/KAREN 479.66 

204471 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 286.52 

204472 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 338.14 

204473 TRANE U.S. INC. 317.50 

204474 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 35.25 

204475 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 606.84 
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204476 VISA 4,039.58 

204477 W & A WOLD MINERALS TRUST 258,504.00 

204478 WATCHGUARD VIDEO 82,740.00 

204479 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 4,850.00 

204480 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 480.50 

204481 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 1,000.00 

204482 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 18,185.73 

204483 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 3,094.70 

204484 WILD BISON/THE 672.24 

204485 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 5,800.00 

204486 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 18,440.40 

204487 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 750.00 

204488 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC 8,475.00 

204489 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,134.60 

204490 CAYKO/RICHARD 296.40 

204491 CHINN/ROGER 721.06 

204492-509 APRIL 11TH PAYROLL 382,737.81 

204510 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 279.71 

204511 AE2S CONSTRUCTION 2,178.28 

204512 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

204513 BADLANDS HARDWARE 42.71 

204514 COMFORT SUITES 464.00 

204515 CROSS/ROBERT 39.20 

204516 DW EXCAVATING 4,230.00 

204517 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 907.68 

204518 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 683.15 

204519 FLAGSHOOTER LLC 1,884.80 

204520 FOREVER GLASS 825.00 

204521 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER 98,600.00 

204522 GRANT/EDWARD 80.00 

204523 HAWKINS, INC 35.00 

204524 JELLESED/LEIF L. 40.32 

204525 LUND OIL, INC. 892.95 

204526 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 148.36 

204527 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 155.96 

204528 NORSTOG/JAMIE 80.00 

204529 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 820.60 

204530 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 79.33 

204531 PRO FORMS 172.50 

204532 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 94.12 

204533 TJELDE/LEE 35.84 

204534 USA BLUE BOOK 968.47 

204535 VOGEL LAW FIRM 2,498.50 
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204536 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

204537 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

204538 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 6,120.32 

204539 EBEL INTEGRATORS 17,637.52 

204540 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

204541 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 19,028.73 

204542 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

204543 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA 1,589.20 

204544 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 22,742.13 

204545 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

204546 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 56.00 

204547 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 2,000.00 

204548 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 2,212.56 

204549 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 34.50 

204550 ND STATE TREASURER 19,216.01 

204551 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

204552 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

204553 ROLFSON OIL 33,322.46 

204554 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

204555 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

204556 AT&T 42.09 

204557 CENTURY LINK 376.04 

204558 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.19 

204559 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 842.55 

204560 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

204561 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 105.12 

204562 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 8,923.89 

204563 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 30.00 

204564 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 6,496.01 

204565 NEMONT 28.50 

204566 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 6,070.28 

204567 SAFE KIDS WORLDWIDE 85.00 

204568 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.71 

204569 VERIZON WIRELESS 5,384.01 

204570 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 4,850.00 

204571 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 540.99 

204572-592 APRIL 25TH PAYROLL 408,156.57 

204593 VOID 0.00 

204594 MCKENZIE COUNTY GUARANTY & TITLE 985,799.49 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 6, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on May 6, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, and Auditor Svihovec.  Commissioner Ron Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented a revised 3/31/14 Treasurer’s Report and a 4/30/14 

Treasurer’s Report.  Grantier reported that $887,368.36 was received for 75% payment 
on property tax relief.  Grantier requested approval to establish a policy not to accept 
any out of state checks in person for county services.  The Board agreed to the policy. 

 
Clerk of Court, Lanae Roos, presented a letter a resignation effective June 30, 

2014.  Roos also requested that the Board appoint Jodee Lawlar as Clerk of Court upon 
Roos’ resignation.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to accept Lanae Roos’ 
resignation, with regret and appreciation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, April 

minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board discussed the option for rotating NDIRF insurance.  The Board 

requested that Auditor Svihovec find out from other counties what their policy is and 
bring to the Board for further discussion. 

 
The Board discussed a letter from Terrell Dunn, MudMen Dredging Inc., 

requesting approval to dredge the Arnegard Dam.  Discussion was tabled until 
additional information can be obtained for the next meeting. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the building inspection done 

on the Solberg mobile home and set rent for the Solberg mobile home at 
$950.00/month.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to appoint Roger Flatland to fill a position 

vacated on the Atmospheric Resources Board by Orville Hellandsaas, to a term that 
expires March 10, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
The Board discussed the proposed ETA from the City of Watford City.  The 

Board would like a formal request in writing from the City of Watford City as to their 
intention for extending the existing ETA.  Following discussion with County Planner 
Hadley, the Board intends to keep zoning jurisdiction over the second ½ mile. 
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Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the McKenzie Grazing 
Association retaining 75% of grazing fees for Conservation programs, as in the past.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board supported a request from Keith Winter and Jay Fredrickson, US 

Forest Service, to provide law enforcement and the State’s Attorney assistance to deal 
with the damage four wheelers are causing on Forest Service pasture land. 

 
Curt Glasoe, US Forest Service, discussed federal funding available for roads 

within Forest Service lands.  He explained that the County would have to have right of 
way on the roads to be improved.  No applications have been received.  Funds are run 
through the State Secondary Roads Program.  David Leftwich, NDDOT, will find out the 
status of the program. 

 
The Board asked about adding the “Divide Road” to the list for improvement.  

Glasoe stated that the County should make a formal request to be considered by the 
Forest Service.  Glasoe presented a map with Schedule A, B, & C list for work which 
hasn’t been updated since 2004.  Glasoe also discussed campground maintenance 
needed and requested County assistance.  Kevin Sullivan, US Forest Service, reported 
that all campgrounds had been inspected and that he had discussed with Mike Dollinger 
County maintenance on campground roads.  Sullivan requested approval to remove the 
approach off Route 1 and replace it with access in another location in an effort to control 
the amount of off-road traffic.  The Board agreed that if the Grazing Association 
approved the change, they also would support it. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Farmer’s Union bid for all 

fuels, all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request from the City of 

Watford City to participate in improvements to 1 mile of 11th Street as presented by 
Public Works Director Suhail Kanwar, up to a maximum of $325,000.  Roll Call Vote: 
Aye: Anderson, Lawlar, Nordby, Cayko.  Nay: Chinn.  Motion carried. 

 
The Board approved the recommendation from PWD Kanwar and GIS Specialist 

Aaron Chisholm to execute a contract with Fugro for LiDAR, Contour, OrthoImagery & 
Oblique images, at a cost of approximately $625,000.  The State Water Commission will 
share in 50% of the cost if the project is completed by August 1, 2014.  Kanwar also 
presented a letter requesting lower WAWSA rate for water sales to McKenzie County 
Water Resource District.  The Board tabled discussion on the issue until the Water 
Board has discussed it. 

 
Representatives from HDR, the consultants for the North Bypass, updated the 

Board on the project and projected schedule with a plan to complete the west half in 
2015 and the east half in 2016, depending on available funding.  Initial conversations 
have been had with most landowners where right of way will be acquired. 
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Artie Weber, Antelope Creek Township, requested County assistance with 4 
miles on 141st Avenue south of Highway 85.  Several years ago, the County requested 
the Township not place any restrictions on the road and committed to assist the 
Township with maintenance.  The Board agreed to provide gravel for 4 miles on 141st 
Avenue as part of the 2014 Gravel projects. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to approve the requested from Landfill 

Director Schreiber for GPS Software from GeoLogic Computer Systems for $69,203 
and Posi-Shell system for $28,698.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:15pm. 

 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:00pm. 

 
County Planner Hadley presented the proposal from Apollo Resources for a 

Conditional Use Permit.  The project was recommended denial by the Planning and 
Zoning Board as they did not make a decision on the project.  Chairman Anderson 
asked for testimony in favor and opposed to the project.  Dave Noach, Apollo 
Resources, and Tim Parton spoke in favor of the project.  Les Haugen suggested the 
County receive an additional liability policy from Apollo Resources and expressed 
concerns about potential damage and compromise to the water table.  Haugen 
requested the Board not approve the project.    State’s Attorney Rodenbiker’s opinion is 
that disposal wells are permitted and regulated by the State Industrial Commission, 
however, the processing facility and buildings above ground would be regulated by 
County Planning & Zoning.  A decision to table the issue was made by the Board until 
an expert on this type of facility can attend a Board meeting to provide additional 
information regarding the process. 

 
Kendall Phillips, Forsgren Building Inspector, Planner Hadley, and Tax Director 

Lovaas presented an update on the temporary housing permit program.  Discussion 
was held as to options for collecting unpaid invoices for temporary facilities.  The Board 
decided to begin with a letter from State’s Attorney Rodenbiker to delinquent accounts 
requesting payment.  If the letter writing campaign is unsuccessful, the possibility to 
contract an outside attorney to prosecute was discussed. 

 
ICON Architecture Group presented the Board with feasibility of various locations 

within the proximity of the Courthouse for a new jail facility and discussed several items 
that must be considered before a new facility would be built. 

 
Denton Zubke, McKenzie County Ambulance, presented the Board with an 

update on the McKenzie County Ambulance service.  Zubke discussed outstanding 
collections and also reported that the ambulance has gone to a greater number of paid 
staff.  Zubke asked if the County would be open to the possibly that full time staff may 
need to become County employees with benefits.  The Board agreed that they would be 
open to that discussion. 
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Zubke discussed WAWSA water rates with the Board.  Following discussion, the 
Board agreed to support submitting a letter to WAWSA requesting reduction in the rate 
charged by WAWSA to McKenzie County Water Resource District for water sales, 
which is higher than rates charged by WAWSA to other political subdivisions.  The 
timing of the request is due to an increase in industrial water sales generated by 
McKenzie County. 

 
Danette Welsh, Oneok Gas Plant, provided an update to the Board on the 

Lonesome Creek Natural Gas Processing Plant project located southwest of Arnegard.   
 
Jodi Chinn, representing the Grassy Butte First Responders, reported to the 

Board that the Killdeer Ambulance service area extends into McKenzie County.  Ann 
Hafner, Killdeer Ambulance Service, reported that they had received $32,000 in grant 
funds from the state to provide training to five Grassy Butte First Responders.  Nine 
individuals are taking the training.  A motion was made by Chinn and seconded by 
Lawlar to approve Hafner’s funding assist request to cover the shortfall for training cost 
for 9 individuals for a total cost of $26,600.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker introduced Chas Neff, whom he has hired as 

Assistant State’s Attorney.  Rodenbiker also reported that he had resubmitted a grant 
application to the Attorney General’s office for Assistant State’s Attorney and was 
approved for $112,818.00 for Assistant State’s Attorney salary and benefits.  
Rodenbiker requested approval to increase the administrative assistant staff to a range 
of $17.50/hour to $20.00/hour.  Rodenbiker also requested approval to increase current 
Admin Assist Sylvia Jacobs from $17.50/hour to $20.00/hour effective current pay 
period.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko to approve Rodenbiker’s request for 
wage increases.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Rodenbiker discussed the current road closure policy with the Board.  

Rodenbiker advised the Board that in order for the 12,000# weight restriction to be 
enforced there would need to be some posted signage.  The Board agreed that traffic 
will still be requested to respect the weight restriction if the restriction is put in place but 
that Sheriff’s Department cannot issue fines unless there is willful damage to the county 
road.  The Sheriff’s Department will be asked to assist with asking heavy traffic to stay 
off roads during extended rainy periods.  

 
Rodenbiker also advised that the Board would have the right to move forward 

with the additional work at the Landfill due under an emergency clause due to the 
extreme cost from delaying the project if we were to rebid and to prevent the landfill 
from having to close due to lack of capacity.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to  
declare an emergency and approve the proposals from Burns & McDonnell for 
$1,500,000 for additional capacity work on Cell 6/Cell 7, Design & permitting $385,000, 
and $365,000 for additional scale house and design – totaling $2,250,000.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the funding request for 
McKenzie County Healthcare System in the amount of $1,000,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the proposal from 

Construction Engineers for additional parking and retaining walls on west end of water 
building parking lot totaling $292,305.75.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The Board tabled awarding the bid on Route 53 Phase II until the May 16 
meeting, allowing Auditor Svihovec time to prepare financial projections to present to 
the Board. 

 
The meeting recessed until May 16, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

May 16, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on May 16, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Ron Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m. 

 
Jeff Kummer provided technical information to the Board regarding solid waste 

disposals and salt water disposal wells that accept slurry drill cuttings.  Kummer 
informed the Board on the various options for solid waste disposal and that solids 
injection into disposal wells is common worldwide, but has not been successfully done 
in North Dakota to date.  Kummer discussed the need for the State to develop a better 
tracking system for this type of disposal, but that it can be done safely if monitored.   

  
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Conditional Use Permit 

for Apollo Resources.  Roll call vote: Aye: Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar, Nordby, Anderson.  
Nay: None.  Motion carried. 

 
Planning Director Hadley reviewed the recommended Zoning Ordinance 

Amendments as listed on the Consent Agenda.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by 
Nordby, to approve the zoning ordinance amendments as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Planning Director Hadley presented the Consent Agenda items.  Moved by 

Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Consent Agenda items, except Item #4, a 
Verizon Wireless CUP for a Communications Tower.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the CUP from Verizon 
Wireless with the amendment that they must provide space on the tower for McKenzie 
County emergency radios.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Water Resource District 

bills and a bill from Southwest Corrections as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to appoint Luke Taylor to the 

Atmospheric Resources Board to fill the unexpired term of Lynn Swenson, with the term 
expiring March 10, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the proposal for courthouse 

roof repair from Thiel Brothers Roofing, Inc. totaling $237,490.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the proposal from the County 

Engineer for 4 inches of gravel and 4 inches of asphalt for paving the County right of 
way in Rolling Estates Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to create a Special Assessment District in 

the Rolling Hills Subdivision with the property owners contributing $112,664.00 of 
$250,364.00 cost for 4 inches of asphalt pavement, hearing to be held June 3, 2014 at 
1:45 p.m. CT.  The County will provide gravel for a 4 inch gravel base.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   

 
Terrell Dunn & Dustin Wagner, MudMen Dredging, Inc., discussed a proposal for 

dredging Arnegard Dam.  Lynn Hovde and his sister own property around Arnegard 
Dam and are in support of the project as the Dam is in poor condition and has many 
cattails.  MudMen have been in contact with ND Game & Fish, who also supports this 
project.  MudMen will provide dredging at no cost if a buyer can be found for the top 
soil.  The Board supported this project. 

 
Chairman Anderson presented guidelines for closing roads during rain events.  

Steps for road closure were discussed and approved with the Board Chairman making 
the final decision on what zones to close.   

 
Todd Norton, AE2S Design Engineer for the 17th Avenue improvement project, 

discussed plans and the time frame for the project.  Norton reported that the City of 
Watford City will assume maintenance of this portion of 17th Avenue when the project is 
complete.   

 
PWD Kanwar will arrange a meeting with Justin Smith from the City of Watford 

City, along with Commissioners Nordby and Chinn, Gene Veeder, and Auditor 
Svihovec, to discuss sharing improvements to 5th Street NW and Park Avenue adjacent 
to the Courthouse property. 
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Terry L. Johnson, ROW Agent for Continental Resources, Inc., presented a 
temporary encroachment request.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve 
the temporary section line encroachment permit as requested, until May 2015, for 250 
feet of section line located at SE¼SW¼ Section 8 and NE¼NW¼ Section 17, all in 
Township 152 North, Range 99 West of the 5th P.M. for construction of the Jamestown 
Federal Multi-well Pad, with the requirement that Continental Resources, Inc., notify the 
McKenzie County Auditor when the site has been reclaimed.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to accept the bid proposal from Rink 

Construction for the West side 2014 gravel resurfacing projects.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to accept the bid proposal from Rink 

Construction for the East side 2014 gravel resurfacing projects.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The Board approved the following resolution regarding the awarding of the 

Charbonneau Bridge project; 
 
WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $1,861,921.20 from Swingen Construction 

Co. received in the bid opening of May 09, 2014 for Project BRC-2701(055) was the low 
bid received. 

 
WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of 

MCKENZIE County will award to Swingen Construction Co the contract for Project 
BRC-2701(055) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board to sign said contract. 

 
It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 

Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 

 
The Board approved the following resolution regarding the awarding of the 

Greenwood Bridge project; 
 
WHEREAS, the bid in the amount of $865,058.34 from Plote Construction ND 

LLC received in the bid opening of May 09, 2014 for Projects BRO-0027(042) and BRO-
0027(040) was the low bid received. 

 
WHEREAS, this bid is considered reasonable. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of County Commissioners of 

MCKENZIE County will award to Plote Construction ND LLC the contract for Projects 
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BRO-0027(042) and BRO-0027(040) and hereby authorizes the Chairman of the Board 
to sign said contract. 

 
It is further understood that the County shall reimburse the North Dakota 

Department of Transportation for any payments made under this contract, which are not 
collectible from the Federal Highway Administration. 
 

The Board agreed that the Route 53 Phase II bid would not be awarded this year. 
 
Commissioner Nordby left the meeting at 1:08 p.m. 
 
The Board accepted the resignation of Tax Equalization Director Courtney 

Lovaas, with regret and appreciation. 
 
Commissioner Chinn left the meeting at 1:26 p.m. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the proposal to incorporate the 

Tax Director Office into the Recorder’s Office and to adjust salaries as follows: Ann 
Johnsrud - $92,000; Katie Paulson to fill the Tax Director position as an exempt position 
- $60,000 plus $1,000 increase after successful completion of each required course; 
Dori Sparby - $42,000; and Alicia Madsen, Lori Winchester & Andrea Lundberg - 
$40,000; all effective May 19, 2014.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 1:53 p.m. until June 3, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
On Thursday, May 29, 2014, at 2:30 p.m. Commissioners Cayko, Nordby, Chinn, 

and Lawlar attended a meeting with U.S. Senator Heidi Heitkamp and her staff to 
discuss issues impacting McKenzie County. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

204595 ACCUSOURCE INC. 1,677.25 

204596 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 6,296.88 

204597 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,082.99 

204598 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 75.00 

204599 AMAN/KELSEY 1,018.82 

204600 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 994.60 

204601 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 990.00 

204602 ARNEGARD/STACY 237.04 

204603 ATTIC/THE 4,502.00 

204604 BADLANDS HARDWARE 423.85 
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204605 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1,236.00 

204606 BAKER & TAYLOR 507.94 

204607 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 7,533.59 

204608 BARKER CO./BOB 2,173.48 

204609 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

204610 BAUMAN/BARBARA 50.40 

204611 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC. 271.96 

204612 BEST WESTERN FARGO DOUBLEWOOD INN 224.10 

204613 BEYERS/BRADY 282.80 

204614 BLUE LUBE 173.37 

204615 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 443.69 

204616 BONE/LINDALEE M 40.03 

204617 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

204618 BRENNA/TAMMY 40.32 

204619 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 52,435.00 

204620 BUSINESS RADIO LICENSING 95.00 

204621 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 18,825.85 

204622 C&D WATER SERVICES 142.50 

204623 CARLSON/JOHN 1,500.00 

204624 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 73.75 

204625 CAYKO/RICHARD 167.60 

204626 CENEX FLEETCARD 676.46 

204627 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 991.30 

204628 CHEADLE/CINDY 1,000.00 

204629 CHERREY'S PROPANE 1,500.00 

204630 CHINN/ROGER 850.84 

204631 CHISHOLM/AARON 134.93 

204632 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 569.88 

204633 COMFORT INN 216.00 

204634 COMFORT INN 666.00 

204635 COMFORT SUITES 834.00 

204636 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 5,469.42 

204637 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 4.00 

204638 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 658,122.00 

204639 CPS TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS 259.30 

204640 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 7,644.35 

204641 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 2,927.00 

204642 DELANEY/BRIAN 350.00 

204643 DELL MARKETING L.P. 563.99 

204644 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

204645 DIRECT ELECTRIC 185.00 

204646 DOLLINGER/MICHAEL W. 52.20 

204647 DYPEX GREASE & LUBRICANTS 645.00 
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204648 EBEL INTEGRATORS 29,747.27 

204649 EBSCO 262.59 

204650 EIDE BAILLY 400.00 

204651 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 433.90 

204652 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION 2,229.00 

204653 EXPRESSWAY INN 74.70 

204654 EXPRESSWAY SUITES 74.70 

204655 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 13,943.59 

204656 FARNSWORTH/KELLIE 300.00 

204657 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

204658 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 1,690.00 

204659 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 5,135.72 

204660 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 107,626.67 

204661 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 3,551.75 

204662 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 2,046.47 

204663 GALLS INCORPORATED 9,935.15 

204664 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 2,835.60 

204665 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 540.00 

204666 GRAND INTERNATIONAL INN 112.50 

204667 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

204668 GROSS/HEIDI 3,655.16 

204669 HADLEY/WALTER 65.00 

204670 HANRETTY/BETH 635.32 

204671 HEARTLAND ENGINEERING INC. 649.50 

204672 HEDAHL'S INC. 289.12 

204673 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 958.52 

204674 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 2,000.00 

204675 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 101.87 

204676 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 3,877.67 

204677 HIGH PLAINS AUCTION 1,466.25 

204678 HOLIDAY INN 672.30 

204679 HOLTE/KAREN L. 321.09 

204680 HOME OF ECONOMY 95.99 

204681 HORIZON RESOURCES 406.35 

204682 HOTLINE PRINTING & PUBLISHING 449.00 

204683 INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT 600.00 

204684 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 15,235.30 

204685 IVERSON/DICK 39.20 

204686 JACK & JILL 270.02 

204687 JAMAR TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 6,042.00 

204688 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

204689 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,000.00 

204690 JOHNSRUD/ANN 280.47 
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204691 JOHNSTON/DEBORA 252.70 

204692 KANWAR/SUHAIL 279.34 

204693 KELLY INN 74.70 

204694 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 16,500.00 

204695 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 9,381.05 

204696 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 190.00 

204697 KRINGEN CONSTRUCTION INC. 97,522.15 

204698 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 249.00 

204699 LASS/KOREY 203.00 

204700 LAWLAR/JODEE 211.20 

204701 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC. 653.36 

204702 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

204703 LEWIS/JAY 13.44 

204704 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 224.74 

204705 LINSETH/BRENDA 273.84 

204706 LUND OIL, INC. 9,159.93 

204707 LYLE SIGNS INC. 2,811.07 

204708 MARCO, INC. 254.18 

204709 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

204710 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 4,478.74 

204711 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

204712 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,393.34 

204713 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. 195.00 

204714 MEES/MICHAEL 1,500.00 

204715 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 8,280.00 

204716 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 2,383.47 

204717 MICROMARKETING LLC 44.98 

204718 MOUNTRAIL CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 1,120.00 

204719 MY GUARDIAN ANGEL HOME INSPECTIONS LL 375.00 

204720 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 962.68 

204721 ND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ASSN. 200.00 

204722 ND COUNTY RECORDER'S ASSOCIATION 100.00 

204723 ND COUNTY TREASURER'S ASSN. 250.00 

204724 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 12,232.02 

204725 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 16,709.11 

204726 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 95.21 

204727 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 205.83 

204728 NORDBY/LORI 567.30 

204729 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 9,184.00 

204730 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 777.59 

204731 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 8,265.00 

204732 NW SUPPLY AND R&R TROPHIES, INC. 54.00 

204733 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 106.31 
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204734 OK TIRE STORE 2,541.91 

204735 OLSON/DOUG 62.72 

204736 PARRISH/CALVIN 2,345.00 

204737 PENNINGTON/GREG 282.50 

204738 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

204739 PERRYN/ERICA DAWN 259.00 

204740 PIPPIN LAW FIRM 280.00 

204741 PITNEY BOWES INC. 50.14 

204742 PLAYNETWORK, INC. 89.85 

204743 PRAXAIR 433.32 

204744 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 7,453.68 

204745 QUILL CORPORATION 241.45 

204746 RADISSON HOTEL 373.50 

204747 RAMKOTA HOTEL 273.00 

204748 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 22,850.82 

204749 RED CARPET 606.90 

204750 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

204751 RESPOND SYSTEMS 121.78 

204752 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 345.00 

204753 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 724.36 

204754 RON'S ELECTRIC 1,090.84 

204755 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 329.85 

204756 ROUNDUP/THE 41.10 

204757 S & S MOTORS 1,751.39 

204758 SCHEELS ALL SPORTS 101.94 

204759 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2,975.00 

204760 SHOPPER/THE 1,170.00 

204761 SIGN SHOP/THE 2,657.00 

204762 SINCLAIR/RYAN 685.50 

204763 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB. 8,790.38 

204764 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 1,500.00 

204765 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL 50.40 

204766 SOLBERG/BRAD 294.70 

204767 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

204768 SORENSON/DESIREE 361.62 

204769 STEIN'S INC. 646.53 

204770 SUPERIOR LAMP INC. 1,959.24 

204771 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 499.68 

204772 THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXPRESSWAY 8,000.00 

204773 THOMPSON FLOORING INC. 225.00 

204774 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 465.66 

204775 THOMPSON/KAREN 853.64 

204776 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 244.75 
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204777 TIRED IRON REPAIR 130.00 

204778 TITANIUM PLUMBING 535.00 

204779 TRI-COUNTY GLASS 456.00 

204780 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 224.66 

204781 UPPER MISSOURI BAR ASSOCIATION 25.00 

204782 VAC U JET SEPTIC 750.52 

204783 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. 629.00 

204784 VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 50.00 

204785 VISA 805.65 

204786 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 464.97 

204787 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 2,190.76 

204788 WHITE OWL/TROY 281.82 

204789 WILD BISON/THE 756.59 

204790 WILLIAMS CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 209.21 

204791 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING 28,841.40 

204792 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 65,910.18 

204793 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 750.00 

204794 WISE SERVICES INC. 350.00 

204795 WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE 250.00 

204796 XEROX CORPORATION 184.31 

204797 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 82,609.08 

204798-821 MAY 9TH PAYROLL 422,357.43 

204822 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 10,249.69 

204823 GRASSY BUTTE FIRST RESPONDERS 26,600.00 

204824 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 373.00 

204825 MCKENZIE BAY MARINA ASSOC. 100,000.00 

204826 MCKENZIE COUNTY FAIR 5,312.70 

204827 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS      1,000,000.00 

204828 ND STATE TREASURER 8,176.37 

204829 NORDBY JR/DOUG M 150.00 

204830 ROLFSON OIL 73,593.16 

204831 SOLBERG/BRAD 80,000.00 

204832 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 390.68 

204851 AT&T 42.17 

204852 CENTURY LINK 376.08 

204853 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.19 

204854 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,835.70 

204855 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 2,000.00 

204856 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 111.95 

204857 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 8,601.32 

204858 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 22,395.23 

204859 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 7,298.64 

204860 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R. 68.04 
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204861 NEMONT 28.50 

204862 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 6,088.90 

204863 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.30 

204864 VERIZON WIRELESS 4,526.04 

204865 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 5,682.20 

204866 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 540.89 

204867-893 MAY 23RD PAYROLL 440,895.08 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 3, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on June 3, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug Nordby, Richard 
Lawlar, and Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and Assistant State’s Attorney 
Neff.  Absent: Commissioner Ron Anderson. Commissioner Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending May 

31, 2014.   
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Emergency Manager Samuelson updated the Board on the tornado and cleanup.  

Commissioner Nordby suggested that a fire marshal would be in a position to inspect 
RV parks.  The Board discussed options for shelters, sirens, and exit plans with 
Samuelson.  No action was taken at this time. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby to approve the following resolution 

regarding an emergency declaration for McKenzie County; 
 

EMERGENCY DECLARATION 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota experienced an EF2 Tornado on May 26, 
2014;    

 
WHEREAS, the impact of the tornado caused severe damage totaling out all 15 RV’s 
within the Raley RV Court.   With this tornado left tons of debris with many health risks.   
 
WHEREAS, continued cleanup activities may have a serious financial effect on 
McKenzie County in general.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County 
Commissioners declares an emergency exists in McKenzie County, North Dakota. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to eliminate the two year rotation practice 

for the NDIRF insurance policy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



 

413 
 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to appoint Jodee Lawlar, McKenzie 

County Clerk of Court, effective July 1, 2014. 
 
Commissioner Nordby reviewed the hospital employee housing site plan on the 

north side of Watford City, and requested the County Road Department do the site prep 
work in exchange for half of the land, which could be used for future County employee 
housing. 

 
Commissioner Cayko reviewed the Tri County proposal for county budget 

contributions.  The Board approved McKenzie County’s contribution of $20,250 for 
2014. 

 
The Board discussed a request by the McKenzie County Fair Board and agreed 

to work with the school on parking and shuttle service during the McKenzie County Fair. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve a special alcohol permit for 

Long X Saloon for June 13, 14, and 15 for the PCRA Rodeo to be held at the Kling 
Ranch Rodeo Arena.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Farmer’s Union bid for all 

fuels, all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Kurt Brew, Badlands Hydrovac Services, LLC, reported to the Board that their 

hourly rate for cleaning cattle guards will be $300.00/hour going forward. 
 
Dale Heglund, NDLTAP, reported to the Board on programs, training, and 

services their agency offers to local government.  Heglund also discussed the UGPTI 
needs analysis study and methods/timing. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to award the Asphalt patching bid to 24/7 

Contracting, Inc., at $129.10 unit price/ton.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to award the Three Structural 

Replacements bid to Burski Excavating for a total of $1,168,842.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Nordby updated Dollinger and Neprash on site work needed at the hospital 

employee housing site.  Dollinger, Neprash, and Nordby will meet with Hospital CEO 
Dan Kelly to review the site and to see if the County is able to do the work. 

 
The Board approved the request from Whiting Petroleum to allow a variance on 

the first seven miles of 18th Street south of Watford City starting at Highway 85.  PWD 
Kanwar will prepare an agreement to be signed by Whiting Petroleum and the Board 
Chairman. 
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Dollinger reported that Tesoro agreed to pay for a parking lane on Route 14, with 
an approximate cost of $75,000. 

 
Planner Hadley reviewed the Forsgren Associates contract with the Board, as 

well as building fees collected since 2012 totaling $410,386.86.  Hadley also discussed 
budget to actual numbers for the Planning and Zoning Department. 

 
No one appeared for the 1:45 p.m. hearing on the proposed paving special 

assessment in the Rolling Hills Estates Subdivision.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Lawlar, to form the Rolling Hills Homeowners Paving District, assessing a total of 
$112,664.00 to twenty-two (22) lots as presented at the May 16, 2014 Commissioner’s 
meeting over a 10-year period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve a one year contract extension 

for Forsgren Associates.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board approved Planner Hadley’s request to contract Executive Group to 

help locate an Assistant Planner. 
 
The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 2:00 p.m.  Tax Director 

Courtney Lovaas recommended the following increases: 
 
Residential Property 

Ideal & Schafer Townships 
8% increase to land and buildings up to $250,000  
Brings overall ratio to 93.7% 
 

Commercial Property 
 0% increase (severe lack of useable and current sales) 
 Brings overall ratio to 94.1% 

 
These recommendations excluded any properties that were assessed this year.   
 
Agricultural Land 

An 8% increase to the County  
Brings overall Agricultural Land ratio to 95% 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the recommendations for 

County property values per Tax Director Lovaas.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve the JPA with the City of 

Watford City for assessing services in the ETA at a rate of $75.00 per hour.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the contract with AE2S for 
assessing services on omitted property at a rate of $137.00 per hour plus expenses, to 
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gather and provide data to the County Tax Director Office for entry into the tax software 
program.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Howard Klug, Williston Council for the Aging, and Nyla Dahl reported that the 

State funding for transit and meals is not sufficient to cover the expenses for McKenzie 
County citizens.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to grant the Williston Council for 
the Aging $30,000 to cover budget shortfalls.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Recorder Johnsrud updated the Board on staffing coverage in the Recorder/Tax 

Director office.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to appoint Katie Paulson 
Probationary Tax Director, with three years to complete the certification program.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
David Johnson and Wayne Olson, Nuverra, updated the Board on Nuverra’s 

process for oil well cuttings. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the proposal from CGL 

Companies, including Tasks 1, 2, and 3 for a total of $268,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:39 pm until June 17, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

June 17, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on June 17, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Ron Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 
p.m. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Bankhead Jones 

Distribution for 2014, including partial reimbursement for 2013 sequestration.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the Water Board bills as 

presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Employee parking during the McKenzie County Fair was discussed.  Employees 
and County vehicles will be parked at the High School parking lot.  School 
transportation will provide shuttle services for employees.  Moved by Nordby, seconded 
by Lawlar, to use the High School parking lot and shuttle service and to close the 
Courthouse at 2:00pm on Friday July 11th.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve all items on the Planning and 
Zoning Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Public Works Director Kanwar discussed Landfill project change orders with the 
Board.  The Board agreed that the Board Chairman or designee should sign all change 
orders.  The Board approved change orders as presented for fence and gate, leachate 
pumping system, and additional survey work totaling $62,762.00.   
 
 The Board discussed engineer position interviews with PWD Kanwar.  
Commissioner Nordby will assist with interviews for the Engineer department.  The 
Board discussed relocation reimbursements and decided they would consider 
reimbursements on a case by case basis.  No relocation or interview expenses will be 
reimbursed without prior approval.  An early termination payback agreement will be 
required in those cases where reimbursement is approved.   
 

The Board discussed with PWD Kanwar a special permission policy for certain 
road segments for oil companies and their subcontractors when roads are closed due to 
weather.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
 Emergency Services Manager Rockvoy updated the Board on the May 26, 2014, 
tornado south of Watford City.  Rockvoy also updated the Board on the RV parks in the 
County. 
 
 Kirk Wold, Panther Pressure Testers, and Matt Beard, TD&H, presented three 
options to the Board for getting water and sewer utilities to property located on Wold 
property and adjacent to the existing County shop property.  Decision was tabled until 
the Board has more information and can view the options presented. 
 
 Adam Parker and Jerry Bushey, Sanford Health Air Med, presented proposals for 
an air ambulance service for McKenzie County.  There are several other vendors that 
provide air ambulance service to the County, and none are able to provide all the 
needed service for the County.  Annual membership for McKenzie County is 
$31,958.00.  Proof of McKenzie County residency would be required for the benefit.  
Decision was tabled until Commissioner Nordby can obtain more information from the 
McKenzie County Healthcare System. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the proposal from AE2S for 
$5,000.00 for survey and preliminary drawings for a retaining wall on the west side of 
the Hillside Court property.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to appoint the following persons to County 
Boards: 
 Gene Veeder, Water Board, 5 year term expiring 6/30/19 
 Lee Stevens and Ray Mrachek, Park Board, 2 year terms expiring 6/30/16 
 Barbara Bauman, Ronald A. Anderson, and Tammy Brenna, Human Services  

Board, 3 year terms expiring 6/30/17 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Burton Young, Hulsing & Associates, Thomas Iaquinta, First Dakota Enterprises, 
and Dustin Llewellyn, WE Integrators, updated the Board on the current status of the jail 
expansion project.   
 
 Gene Veeder and Heidi Brenna, ICON, updated the Board on employee housing 
and site options. 
 
 Pat Bergnatoli met with the Board to discuss ideas for employee retention, 
recruiting, and conflict mediation. 
 
 Chairman Anderson declared Executive Session to discuss quiet title action with 
Buzick’s at 4:30pm.  The Board left Executive Session at 4:37pm.   
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to follow State’s Attorney Rodenbiker’s 

legal advice as discussed in Executive Session regarding Buzick Quiet Title Action.  
Furuseth Law Firm will be retained to handle the case.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board discussed Mike Dollinger’s resignation.  Anderson stated that after 

talking with Dollinger that Dollinger would prefer to stay employed with the County, but 
felt the change in schedule was an unacceptable cut in pay.  Commissioners Anderson 
and Chinn will meet with Dollinger to discuss Dollinger’s compensation and schedule. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. until July 1, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  
 

On Tuesday, June 24, 2014, at 8:00 a.m. Commissioners Anderson, Nordby, 
Chinn, Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker attended a meeting 

with CGL Consultants to discuss a Law Enforcement Center. 
 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 



 

418 
 

204894-896 JUNE 2ND PAYROLL 151,934.66 

204897 ACCUSOURCE INC. 993.51 

204898 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 6,541.25 

204899 ADAPCO 3,299.46 

204900 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,765.72 

204901 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 54.50 

204902 AMAN/KELSEY 373.55 

204903 AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF CODE ENFORCEM 50.00 

204904 AMERICAN LEGION 50.00 

204905 ARNEGARD/STACY 72.40 

204906 ASP MECHANICAL, INC. 1,200.00 

204907 BADLANDS HARDWARE 273.89 

204908 VOID 0.00 

204909 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 1,552.80 

204910 BAKER & TAYLOR 55.52 

204911 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 575.61 

204912 BARRETT PHARMACY 7.82 

204913 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

204914 BAUMAN/BARBARA 50.40 

204915 BLUE LUBE 137.67 

204916 BONE/LINDALEE M 166.01 

204917 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC. 1,055.00 

204918 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 237,427.29 

204919 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

204920 BOWMAN SALES & SERVICE, INC. 84.00 

204921 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 51,500.00 

204922 BROWNELLS INC. 97.29 

204923 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 5,096.18 

204924 C.L. LINFOOT COMPANY 1,309.00 

204925 C&D WATER SERVICES 60.00 

204926 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

204927 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 247.16 

204928 CAYKO/RICHARD 313.20 

204929 CENEX FLEETCARD 115.50 

204930 CENTRAL SERVICE CENTER 107.95 

204931 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 877.42 

204932 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

204933 CHERREY'S PROPANE 3,135.45 

204934 CHINN/ROGER 933.72 

204935 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 558.89 

204936 COMFORT INN 666.00 

204937 COMFORT SUITES 222.00 

204938 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,734.71 
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204939 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 2.00 

204940 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 818,239.75 

204941 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 743.74 

204942 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 292.60 

204943 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 327.00 

204944 DELL COMM INC. 849.76 

204945 DELL MARKETING L.P. 1,033.43 

204946 DEMCO 161.18 

204947 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 61.60 

204948 DS SOLUTIONS, INC. 180.00 

204949 EBEL INTEGRATORS 1,398.25 

204950 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 2,076.44 

204951 EMRY'S LOCKSMITHING 37.50 

204952 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 10,592.20 

204953 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

204954 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

204955 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 1,458.00 

204956 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 11,647.64 

204957 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 37,867.79 

204958 FOUND IT NOW 1,120.68 

204959 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 1,175.00 

204960 FULWIDER/JOHN L. 108.50 

204961 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 224.08 

204962 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 6,970.00 

204963 GALLS INCORPORATED 1,400.00 

204964 GARMANS FLOORING 1,239.00 

204965 GEMPLER'S INC. 1,958.00 

204966 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 2,050.00 

204967 GROSS/HEIDI 483.84 

204968 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

204969 HAUGE/LORI 237.82 

204970 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 71.68 

204971 HDR ENGINEERING, INC 53,184.10 

204972 HEDAHL'S INC. 142.36 

204973 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 2,078.25 

204974 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 284.65 

204975 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 5,386.21 

204976 HFC WEST LLC 32,192.62 

204977 HIGGINS/ANDREA 288.22 

204978 HOFFART/CAROL 647.34 

204979 HOLIDAY INN 224.10 

204980 HOLTE/KAREN L. 251.58 

204981 HORIZON RESOURCES 97.59 
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204982 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY 1,249.51 

204983 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC 2,243.00 

204984 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 31,525.65 

204985 IMAGE PRINTING, INC. 158.26 

204986 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 1,745.00 

204987 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 286.40 

204988 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 16,149.71 

204989 JACK & JILL 110.79 

204990 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

204991 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,080.00 

204992 JOHNSRUD/ERICA 151.40 

204993 JORGENSON/FAYE 316.50 

204994 KIESON/CAROL 436.24 

204995 KILLDEER AREA AMBULANCE 26,600.00 

204996 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 8,414.78 

204997 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 4,002.13 

204998 KRINGEN CONSTRUCTION INC. 140,513.22 

204999 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 597.60 

205000 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 277.00 

205001 LAWLAR/JODEE 180.74 

205002 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC. 404.67 

205003 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 297.67 

205004 LINDVIG/JEAN 39.00 

205005 LITTLE FALLS MACHINE INC. 38.59 

205006 LUND OIL, INC. 7,616.36 

205007 LYLE SIGNS INC. 150.44 

205008 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

205009 VOID 0.00 

205010 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

205011 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 2,912.89 

205012 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

205013 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 10,080.00 

205014 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 3,483.51 

205015 MIDLAND ATLAS COMPANY, INC. 100.00 

205016 MOTOROLA 587.68 

205017 MRACHEK/KRIS 56.00 

205018 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 907.04 

205019 ND GAME & FISH DEPT. 2,139.50 

205020 ND SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 200.00 

205021 ND STATE UNIVERSITY 373.00 

205022 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 35,818.50 

205023 NELCON INC. 19,920.00 

205024 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 98.18 
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205025 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 468.33 

205026 NORDBY/LORI 101.52 

205027 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 2,298.55 

205028 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 1,351.90 

205029 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 322.99 

205030 OK TIRE STORE 1,254.27 

205031 OLSON/JEREMY 23.52 

205032 PATHOLOGY CONSULTANTS, P.C. 160.00 

205033 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

205034 PHARMCHEM. INC. 457.00 

205035 PRAXAIR 420.05 

205036 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 295.00 

205037 PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC 400.00 

205038 QUILL CORPORATION 183.99 

205039 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 1,711.06 

205040 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 25.00 

205041 RED CARPET 467.10 

205042 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

205043 RESPOND SYSTEMS 76.63 

205044 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 35.00 

205045 RODENBIKER/JACOB 726.00 

205046 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 139.49 

205047 ROLFSON OIL 8,978.99 

205048 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 2,237.45 

205049 S & S MOTORS 1,692.94 

205050 SAMUELSON/JERRY 242.20 

205051 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2,925.00 

205052 SELECT FORD MERCURY 619.90 

205053 SHOPPER/THE 1,170.00 

205054 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

205055 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 500.00 

205056 SIVERTSON/DONALD 1,349.26 

205057 SMITH-BRADLEY/AMELIA 73.50 

205058 SNOW KINGDOM STUDIO 595.00 

205059 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

205060 SORENSON/DESIREE 353.80 

205061 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 1,329.41 

205062 STEIN'S INC. 273.90 

205063 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 689.03 

205064 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES 766.92 

205065 TELEMETRY AND PROCESS CONTROLS, INC. 5,693.00 

205066 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 122.24 

205067 THOMPSON/KAREN 94.50 
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205068 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 244.75 

205069 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 4,515.34 

205070 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 87.89 

205071 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 230.73 

205072 UPPER MISSOURI BAR ASSOCIATION 25.00 

205073 UPSTART 192.25 

205074 VISA 7,409.57 

205075 VOHNE LICHE KENNELS INC. 15,718.00 

205076 WATCHGUARD VIDEO 795.00 

205077 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 470.60 

205078 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 1,604.62 

205079 WILD BISON/THE 686.27 

205080 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 9,150.00 

205081 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 20,534.40 

205082 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 937.50 

205083 WISNESS/PAUL 100.80 

205084 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 314,472.30 

205085-108 JUNE 6TH PAYROLL 431,824.89 

205109 BADLANDS ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS,IN 11,301.45 

205110 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1,820.00 

205111 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 69,153.12 

205112 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 443.33 

205113 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 154.12 

205114 MAVO SYSTEMS 62,880.00 

205115 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 4,009.89 

205116 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 5.00 

205117 MCKENZIE CO. SCHOOL DIST. #1 704,631.72 

205118 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 1,821.72 

205119 PARRISH/CALVIN 945.00 

205120 RODENBIKER/JACOB 726.00 

205121 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 42.30 

205122 ARNEGARD/MARY SUSAN 200.00 

205123 BAYE/LORRAINE 150.00 

205124 BERDAHL/CARLOTTA 150.00 

205125 BERG/A. CELESTE 150.00 

205126 BOHMBACH/JULIE 175.00 

205127 BRENNA/KATHLEEN 140.00 

205128 CLAIRMONT/DELAINE 175.00 

205129 CONDON/DEVONA 175.00 

205130 CURREN/BARBARA A 200.00 

205131 FLECK/CARLA 275.00 

205132 FLECK/LOIS 175.00 

205133 FOLKVORD/PATRICIA 175.00 
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205134 GRASSY BUTTE COMMUNITY HALL 45.00 

205135 GULLIKSON/DIANA 175.00 

205136 HILLYARD/JANICE 175.00 

205137 HOMISTON/JEAN E 150.00 

205138 HOVDE/PATRICIA 150.00 

205139 JOHNSON/CYLEE 275.00 

205140 JOHNSRUD/BONNIE J. 150.00 

205141 JOHNSTON/ELVA LOU 175.00 

205142 JOHNSTON/JANET 150.00 

205143 KARST/ANITA 175.00 

205144 KLOSE/KAREN 275.00 

205145 KLOSE/SANDRA 175.00 

205146 LASSEY/JUDITH 275.00 

205147 LAUTENSCHLAGER/BRENDA 200.00 

205148 LEISETH/SHARON 150.00 

205149 LELAND/ARDEHL 175.00 

205150 LEWIS/DONNA 275.00 

205151 LEWIS/SARAH 150.00 

205152 LIEBEL/CAROLYN E 115.00 

205153 METCALF/KAREN 175.00 

205154 MEUTH/TIM 150.00 

205155 MINOW/JULIE 140.00 

205156 MJELSTAD/CAROL 150.00 

205157 MOE/MAUREEN 175.00 

205158 O'CONNOR/KAY D 150.00 

205159 OAKLAND/JANICE 175.00 

205160 OLSON/FRANCES M. 165.00 

205161 OLSON/LAUREL 150.00 

205162 ORF/DOREEN 175.00 

205163 PAULSON/LINDA K. 140.00 

205164 POITRA/ELDORA 175.00 

205165 POWELL/MISTY L 150.00 

205166 REICHENBACH/BEVERLY A 175.00 

205167 REIL/DOROTHY 115.00 

205168 ROLFSRUD/DEBBIE 150.00 

205169 SCHLOTHAUER/LORETTA 175.00 

205170 SHAIDE/SHARON 175.00 

205171 SORENSON/JENNIFER 150.00 

205172 SPOTTED BEAR/CODY 140.00 

205173 SPOTTED HORSE/JEANINE 275.00 

205174 SPOTTED HORSE/MARIE 140.00 

205175 STEEN/WANDA 150.00 

205176 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 275.00 
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205177 TJELDE/ELAINE 35.00 

205178 TRAVER/DIANE 140.00 

205179 TURNQUIST/ERICA 115.00 

205180 WISNESS/JULIE A 175.00 

205181 AE2S CONSTRUCTION 221.71 

205182 ALEXANDER SCHOOL DIST. #2 54,400.00 

205183 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

205184 BADLANDS HARDWARE 95.77 

205185 CROSS/ROBERT 39.20 

205186 DW EXCAVATING 20,190.00 

205187 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 1,205.34 

205188 FERGUSON WATERWORKS 225.90 

205189 FLAGSHOOTER LLC 236.43 

205190 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 5,000.40 

205191 JELLESED/LEIF L. 40.32 

205192 LUND OIL, INC. 876.92 

205193 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 1,735.70 

205194 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 80.35 

205195 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 109.76 

205196 ND STATE TREASURER 536.20 

205197 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,357.40 

205198 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 27.54 

205199 OK TIRE STORE 370.10 

205200 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 94.15 

205201 VOGEL LAW FIRM 5,957.00 

205202 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 114,028.00 

205203-226 JUNE 20TH PAYROLL 452,471.66 

205227 AT&T 42.17 

205228 CENTURY LINK 701.85 

205229 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.19 

205230 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 857.95 

205231 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

205232 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 122.92 

205233 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 2,852.74 

205234 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 7,038.20 

205235 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 7,552.07 

205236 NEMONT 28.50 

205237 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 8,105.24 

205238 U S POSTMASTER 172.00 

205239 VERIZON WIRELESS 4,911.82 

205240 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 5,900.00 

205241 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 453.41 
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 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 1, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on July 1, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending June 

30, 2014.  Grantier also presented a letter to the Board requesting a salary adjustment 
to $92,000/year. 

 
Commissioner Nordby reviewed the air ambulance contract proposed by Sanford 

Health for $31,958.00.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the proposal 
from Sanford Health for contracted air ambulance service.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the new ETA boundary of ½ 

mile extension beyond the existing Watford City city limits as of June 24, 2014, with joint 
jurisdiction to be exercised for the second half mile.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed with Planner Hadley if there is a way to expedite the 

zoning/building permit process in certain cases where there are major projects. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Shirley Brentrup and Vicky Steiner, Vision West ND, presented the regional 

Vision West plan.  They requested the County Commissioners approve their consensus 
with the plan.  They reported there were several planning tools and webinars available 
on the Vision West website which provide great tools for communities and counties. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the following resolution for 

endorsing Region Vision West Plan for Sustainable Communities; 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MCKENZIE COUNTY COMMISSION 
ENDORSING THE VISION WEST ND REGIONAL PLAN FOR  

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 
 

WHEREAS, the Vision West ND is a well-organized consortium of western North 
Dakotans – including the 19 oil and gas producing counties, the Three-Affiliated Tribes 
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of the Mandan-Hidatsa-Arikara Nation, economic development regions, universities, and 
other state organizations; 

 
WHEREAS, the Vision West ND is unique in its citizen-led perspective and 

priorities; 
 
WHEREAS, the Vision West ND is a reflection of the values, culture, and vision 

of North Dakota; 
 
WHEREAS, western North Dakota is faced with unprecedented challenges and 

opportunities due to rapid growth of the state’s energy industry; 
 
WHEREAS, Vision West ND identified five primary issues facing western North 

Dakota – Child Care, Emergency Services, Housing, Transportation and Water – and 
12 other additional issues that relate to the long-term quality of life over the next 20 
years; 

 
WHEREAS, Vision West ND stands as an example for other communities and 

regions that face the challenges of rapid growth; 
 
WHEREAS, the Vision West ND presented a Regional Plan for Sustainable 

Development in April 2014, the culmination of thousands of hours, miles, and voices of 
Western North Dakota citizens’ vision and plan for their future; 

 
WHEREAS, the Regional Plan for Sustainable Development highlights principle 

of responsible growth, wise stewardship, and judicious use of resources; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the McKenzie County Commission, 

recognizes the efforts of Vision West ND and endorses the Vision West ND Regional 
Plan for Sustainable Development as a blueprint for development and as a valuable tool 
for residents, employees, businesses, and school. 
 
Adopted this 1st day of July, 2014 by the McKenzie County Commission. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Gaming Permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Farmer’s Union bid for all 
fuels, all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 PWD Kanwar, Fred Doran, Burns & McDonnell, and Landfill Director Schreiber 
updated the Board on Phase 6 Construction at the landfill, citing October 11, 2014 as 
the completion date.  Kanwar and Doran recommended contracting with Forsgren for 
soil testing at the landfill.  They also requested approval for building a second leachate 
pond at an approximate cost of $500,000. 
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 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the following landfill 
expenditures; $42,000 to Starry Electric, Inc. for North Electric Upgrade, $40,000 design 
fee for the leachate pond.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the $38.075.00 bid from 
Forsgren for soil sampling.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 PWD Kanwar updated the Board on the Wenck settlement.  Moved by Lawlar, 
seconded by Nordby, to approve Kanwar’s request to allow Board Chairman Anderson 
sign the settlement with Wenck upon review and approval by State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 PWD Kanwar requested approval to promote Aaron Chisolm to GIS Coordinator.  
A GIS Specialist has been hired and will report to Chisholm.  Discussion was held 
regarding exempt versus non-exempt status.   
 
 PWD Kanwar discussed pros and cons of a Special Exemption Permit.  State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker questioned the ability to enforce a specific number of trucks.   
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the pay order for Construction 
Engineers, Inc. for $1,044,338.80.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting was recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:10 p.m. 
 
 Planner Hadley requested promotions for both of his employees, Lindsey 
Perusich and Jennifer Shelden, to Assistant Planners with salary adjustments to 
$55,000/year. 
 
 Matt Peterson, Newfield, requested a public hearing for closure of section line 
abandonment for a portion of the section line between Sections 15 and 22, Township 
153 North, Range 96 West.  After reviewing the law, State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 
advised that there may be specific requirements in law for public notice and petition 
signatures.  A public hearing will be held on August 5, 2014 at 2:00 p.m.  Rodenbiker 
will advise Auditor Svihovec on the correct process, which will be shared with Mr. 
Peterson. 
 
 Des Sorenson, Katie Walters, Tessa Moberg, and Gene Veeder presented 
information on Wolf Pup Daycare, including construction budget and childcare rates. 
 
 Further discussion was held on the Special Exemption Permit pros and cons and 
logistics of administration.  PWD Kanwar will continue to take the requests.  Companies 
will be asked to resurface and blade the roads to the extent necessary. 
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 The Board discussed the sewer/water easement requested by Kirk Wold.  
Kanwar will communicate with Wold’s engineer and discuss the option of boring under 
Highway 85 and using the west side of the existing County shop property. 
 
 Sheriff Fulwider and Captain Clock updated the Board on the current jail.  The jail 
was opened June 26, 2014.  Lloyd will contact Dan Kelly at the McKenzie County 
Hospital regarding the possibility of the hospital providing the meal service to the 
inmates. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to increase the monthly mobile home rent 
to $900/month effective August 1, 2014, if State’s Attorney’s Office determines the 
required amount of notice is given.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion was held by the Board on the salary adjustments that were proposed.  
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to advertise for a custodian at $18.00/hour and 
eligible for a pro-rated bonus, raise Kellie Farnsworth to $18.00/hour, offer $22.00/hour 
to a Buildings/Ground maintenance person, raise GIS Cordinator to $27.00/hour and 
revise anniversary date to July 1, 2014, and to raise Lindsey Perusich to 
$40,000/annually, all effective June 29, 2014.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the following appointments to 
the County Planning and Zoning Board; Aaron Gravos, term expiring 6/30/18, Jeremy 
Olson, term expiring 1/31/18, and Paul Wisness, term expiring 1/31/18.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Board agreed to recommend a 5% annual salary increase in the 2015 budget 
memo. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:36 pm until July 15, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. to meet with 

CGL Consultants. 
 
 

July 15, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on July 15, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and Assistant 
State’s Attorney Neff.  Commissioner Ron Anderson called the meeting to order at 8:00 
a.m. 

 
Representatives from CGL met with the Board to discuss a law enforcement 

facility.  CGL and ICON presented their draft findings for jail usage and space needs in 
the future.  Also presented were options for the conversion of the existing 
water/extension building to low-level risk jail space.  Following the presentation, the 
Board discussed the options presented and a meeting was scheduled for August 15, 
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2014, at 8:00 a.m. where CGL and ICON will present more specific site plans and cost 
estimates on both projects. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to offer the Hegg family $40,000/acre for 

approximately 60+ acres adjacent to the existing County owned parcel.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson will contact Power Fuels regarding possible land 

purchase for employee housing.  Gene Veeder will contact Lutheran Social Services 
regarding a possible joint employee housing project.   This topic was tabled until the 
August 5, 2014, agenda. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to execute a one year lease with Spring 

Capital/Patriot Fuels for two two-bedroom, two-bathroom mobile home units at 
$2,000/month per unit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:40 a.m. 

 
 The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 

  
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the consent agenda 

presented by Planner Hadley with the addition on of onsite water storage on Item #12 
Elk Ridge Subdivision, add the working “Comp Plan/Zone Change” to Item #2, and 
denial of Item #11 Stonegate Wolverine variance setback requirements.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Landfill Director Schreiber presented two quotes for a proposed outbound scale 

for the Landfill.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the scale bid from 
Kennedy Scales, Inc. for $105,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the policy that trash will only 

be accepted from McKenzie County sources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Schreiber discussed that status of a 624 Loader with the Board.  This loader is 

currently in Dickinson and in need of $20,000 worth of repair. The Board agreed to look 
into options for possible trade or exchange for a different piece of equipment.  The 
Board approved PWD Kanwar to finalize negotiations with Burski on the final landfill bill 
with consult from State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the easement from 

Consolidated for Grassy Butte exchange fiber located in IT 679 in NW¼ of Section 12, 
Township 145 North, Range 99 West.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Meeting was recessed at 2:00 p.m. for the County Park Board Meeting. 

 
 Meeting was reconvened at 2:55 p.m.  
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 Terrell Dunn and Dustin Wagner, MudMed Dredging, Inc., updated the Board on 
the dredging of Arnegard Dam. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the Water Resource Bills and 
one Weed Board bill for two ATVs as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve the liquor license application 

from Sidney Ziegler for Carmen Corner LLC/Carmen Grocery located at 10705 Hwy 23, 
New Town, ND.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Mike Dollinger updated the Board on County road projects. 
 
 Social Services Director Sorenson discussed staffing and the reclassification of 
Bonnie Foss to Eligibility Worker II.  Salary adjustments will be done at budget time. 
 
 The Board discussed mobile home leases with Assistant State’s Attorney Neff.  

Neff will continue to work on an updated lease. 
 
 The Hillside Court retaining wall project was discussed and the consensus of the 
Board is to continue with this project. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to not continue participation in the Dust 
Control Study with Dunn County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 4:50 p.m. until August 5, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 

 

205242 ACCUSOURCE INC. 866.50 

205243 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,577.49 

205244 AG WEEK 40.00 

205245 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 62.50 

205246 AMAN/KELSEY 517.18 
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205247 AMERIBUILT BUILDINGS, INC. 5,950.00 

205248 AMERICAN LEGION 220.00 

205249 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION 378.00 

205250 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,961.20 

205251 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 

205252 ARNEGARD/STACY 92.00 

205253 BADLANDS HARDWARE 233.61 

205254 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE 52,350.00 

205255 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1,389.00 

205256 BAKER & TAYLOR 339.54 

205257 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 1,785.28 

205258 BAUMAN/BARBARA 50.40 

205259 BLUE LUBE 198.87 

205260 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 255.31 

205261 BONE/LINDALEE M 151.92 

205262 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 1,626,582.36 

205263 BOURNE/JESSIE T 35.00 

205264 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 116,450.00 

205265 BURNS & MCDONNELL 136,182.75 

205266 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 4,037.41 

205267 C&D WATER SERVICES 61.00 

205268 CANAMER SERVICES INC 5,979.10 

205269 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 167.15 

205270 CAYKO/RICHARD 201.20 

205271 CCCS, INC. 22,400.78 

205272 CENEX FLEETCARD 685.92 

205273 CHINN/ROGER 849.30 

205274 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 1,711.20 

205275 COLSTRIP ELECTRIC, INC. 36,566.74 

205276 COMFORT INN 178.00 

205277 COMFORT INN 740.00 

205278 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,734.71 

205279 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 2.00 

205280 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 629.55 

205281 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 984.00 

205282 DECATUR ELECTRONICS, INC. 3,630.00 

205283 DELL MARKETING L.P. 325.19 

205284 DEMCO 158.98 

205285 DIAL/SARAH 30.00 

205286 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

205287 DIRECT ELECTRIC 850.00 

205288 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 18,954.00 

205289 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 5,228.47 
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205290 ESEA 995.00 

205291 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION 1,456.00 

205292 EXPRESSWAY INN 69.95 

205293 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 4,069.75 

205294 FASTENAL COMPANY 84.67 

205295 FERGUSON WATERWORKS 3,429.14 

205296 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

205297 FIRST DAKOTA ENTERPRISES INC. 64,127.00 

205298 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 5,600.00 

205299 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 10,185.00 

205300 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 69,315.41 

205301 FOSS/BONNIE 559.16 

205302 FOUND IT NOW 866.41 

205303 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 2,943.75 

205304 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC 717.50 

205305 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 3,704.09 

205306 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 1,837.50 

205307 GALLS INCORPORATED 778.40 

205308 GARMANS FLOORING 1,070.99 

205309 GEMPLER'S INC. 260.60 

205310 GRAND INTERNATIONAL INN 360.00 

205311 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

205312 GROSS/HEIDI 63.44 

205313 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

205314 HEDAHL'S INC. 539.55 

205315 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 61.29 

205316 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 9,052.98 

205317 HIGGINS/ANDREA 115.44 

205318 HOFFART/CAROL 513.89 

205319 HOLTE/KAREN L. 200.76 

205320 HORIZON RESOURCES 258.89 

205321 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 184.20 

205322 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC 119.00 

205323 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 30,790.43 

205324 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 256.40 

205325 INTEC VIDEO SYSTEMS INC. 109.60 

205326 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 64,298.92 

205327 INTOXIMETERS 640.00 

205328 IVERSON/DICK 39.20 

205329 J.K. WALLACE 750.00 

205330 JACK & JILL 414.56 

205331 JJ ELECTRIC LLC 2,938.31 

205332 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,000.00 
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205333 JOHNSRUD/ANN 1,337.00 

205334 JOHNSRUD/ERICA 33.74 

205335 KANWAR/SUHAIL 1,035.62 

205336 KDSR RADIO SERVICES 440.00 

205337 KIESON/CAROL 44.80 

205338 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 2,500.00 

205339 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 1,770.00 

205340 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 46,732.02 

205341 KUMMER/VALERIE 35.00 

205342 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 74.70 

205343 LARSON COMPANIES 79.50 

205344 LAWLAR/JODEE 204.96 

205345 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

205346 LOMMEN/ORVIN 375.00 

205347 LUND OIL, INC. 9,955.69 

205348 MARCO, INC. 771.80 

205349 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 5,178.17 

205350 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

205351 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. 195.00 

205352 MCNANEY/CHARLES 41.44 

205353 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 7,240.00 

205354 MERCY MEDICAL CENTER 25.00 

205355 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 2,028.37 

205356 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS 9,107.50 

205357 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 345.00 

205358 ND ASSN OF CO. SUPERINTENDENTS 75.00 

205359 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 899.59 

205360 ND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ASSN. 100.00 

205361 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 29,317.85 

205362 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 59.94 

205363 ND SHERIFF'S & DEPUTIES ASSN. 200.00 

205364 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 17,074.61 

205365 NDSU CAREER CENTER 450.00 

205366 NELCON INC. 260,225.05 

205367 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 69.60 

205368 NORDBY/LORI 161.86 

205369 NORIX GROUP INC. 902.80 

205370 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 18,216.00 

205371 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 633.43 

205372 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC 80,488.00 

205373 OK TIRE STORE 777.78 

205374 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 

205375 OUTHOUSE DUTY 1,200.00 
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205376 PARRISH/CALVIN 1,435.00 

205377 PAULSON/KATIE 456.00 

205378 PELTON/JOLYNN 35.00 

205379 PERSEVERE, LLC 13,442.25 

205380 PHARMCHEM. INC. 155.00 

205381 PITNEY BOWES 1,722.06 

205382 PITNEY BOWES INC. 306.19 

205383 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 299,495.60 

205384 PRAXAIR 454.12 

205385 PRECISION LOCKER COMPANY 623.71 

205386 QUILL CORPORATION 50.90 

205387 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 9,006.99 

205388 RED CARPET 177.29 

205389 RESPOND SYSTEMS 266.05 

205390 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. 2,428,561.38 

205391 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 83.02 

205392 RODENBIKER/JACOB 593.88 

205393 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 50.00 

205394 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 109.95 

205395 RTVISION, INC. 1,000.00 

205396 S & S MOTORS 65.52 

205397 SAMUELSON/JERRY 368.04 

205398 SANFORD HEALTH 117.00 

205399 SANFORD/STEVE 7,369.00 

205400 SCHWARTZ/KIMBERLY 6,466.49 

205401 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS 120.00 

205402 SECURE ENERGY SERVICES 250.00 

205403 SELECT FORD MERCURY 401.37 

205404 SHOPPER/THE 1,462.50 

205405 SMITH-BRADLEY/AMELIA 28.00 

205406 SOLBERG/BRAD 87.04 

205407 SONDROL/KARLA 135.80 

205408 SORENSON/DESIREE 335.88 

205409 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 46,812.68 

205410 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 5,542.21 

205411 STEIN'S INC. 371.88 

205412 STEVENS/LEE 31.36 

205413 SUPERIOR JETTING INC 4,174.92 

205414 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 552.11 

205415 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 4,662.51 

205416 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 311.52 

205417 THOMPSON/KAREN 318.00 

205418 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.75 
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205419 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC. 15,900.00 

205420 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 537.57 

205421 TRUE NORTH STEEL 128,362.00 

205422 U.S. IMAGING 7,218.75 

205423 U-HAUL 451.55 

205424 ULTRAMAX 654.00 

205425 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 10.25 

205426 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 3,632.99 

205427 VISA 2,266.61 

205428 WALKER/AMANDA 250.00 

205429 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 652.00 

205430 WE INTEGRATE 2,983.10 

205431 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 9,765.33 

205432 WILD BISON/THE 1,171.37 

205433 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 6,400.00 

205434 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 18,955.40 

205435 WILLISTON COUNCIL OF AGING 30,000.00 

205436 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 750.00 

205437 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 176.10 

205438 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 334,414.40 

205439 24/7 CONTRACTING SERVIES LLC 116,648.31 

205440-463 JULY 3RD PAYROLL 439,879.42 

205464 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 1,044,338.80 

205465 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 2,728.69 

205466 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA 1,880.72 

205467 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 139.04 

205468 VOID 0.00 

205469 ND STATE TREASURER 2,928.04 

205470 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 3,875.00 

205471 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 251.79 

205472 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC. 4,124.85 

205473 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

205474 BADLANDS HARDWARE 221.57 

205475 BERQUIST/DEIDRE 500.00 

205476 BERQUIST/ROY 500.00 

205477 BLOOM DAKOTAS LLC 4,920.20 

205478 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 28.39 

205479 CROSS/ROBERT 39.20 

205480 DW EXCAVATING 3,415.00 

205481 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 1,495.40 

205482 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 1,043.58 

205483 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER 53,681.75 

205484 HAWKINS, INC 336.50 
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205485 JELLESED/LEIF L. 40.32 

205486 LUND OIL, INC. 878.83 

205487 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 300.00 

205488 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,503.70 

205489 OK TIRE STORE 606.81 

205490 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 96.32 

205491 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE 14,998.00 

205492 TJELDE/LEE 35.84 

205493 VOGEL LAW FIRM 5,153.50 

205494 ZUBKE/DENTON B. 604.50 

205495-516 JULY 18TH PAYROLL 462,138.30 

205517 AT&T 42.17 

205518 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

205519 BOND/WENDY 320.00 

205520 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

205521 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

205522 CENTURY LINK 49.76 

205523 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

205524 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.70 

205525 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 44,149.02 

205526 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

205527 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,154.30 

205528 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

205529 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

205530 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 11.50 

205531 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

205532 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 113.84 

205533 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 2,931.91 

205534 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 6,464.43 

205535 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 6,973.54 

205536 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R. 9.85 

205537 NEMONT 28.50 

205538 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

205539 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

205540 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 6,399.36 

205541 RODENBIKER/JACOB 726.00 

205542 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

205543 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 500.00 

205544 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

205545 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.30 

205546 VERIZON WIRELESS 4,949.96 

205547 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 452.77 
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 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 5, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on August 5, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
David Drovdal thanked the Board for their support of the Emergency Responders 

Appreciation night.  $8,000 was raised in donations for the event. 
 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending July 

31, 2014.   
 
Discussion was held on reimbursement of moving expenses for County 

employees.  Commissioner Nordby will work on a County policy with consultation from 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the minutes, bills, and 

Treasurer’s report as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
John Phillips, LSS Housing, Gene Veeder, Brent Sanford, and Steven Holen 

discussed an employee housing project.  Board approved Veeder to pursue the 
purchase of 7.36 acres from Power Fuels for a future employee housing project with 
LSS Housing. 

 
Water Resources Director Jeff Shafter updated the Board on the Rural Water 

System.   
 
PWD Kanwar and Fred Doran, Burns & McDonnell, updated the Board on 

ongoing projects at the Landfill.  The Board approved advertising for a dozer, with a bid 
awarding at the September 5, 2014, Commissioner’s meeting.  The Board approved the 
hiring of an additional landfill operator.  The Board also approved advertising bidding for 
Leachate Pond 2.  The Board tabled discussion on increased landfill rates for the Three 
Affiliated Tribes until advised from State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. 

 
Kanwar updated the Board on the RFPs and interviews for engineer consultants 

on Routes 27 and 30.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve engineer 
consultants as follows; Route 27, Ulteig Engineering, and Route 30, KLJ.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve entering into a contract with 
KLJ for training engineering technicians for $5,000/trainee/year plus travel expenses.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kanwar discussed a $1,000 incentive for employee’s recruitment efforts.  The 

Board tabled this issue.  Also discussed was a request from Chad Crist for scoria on 6th 
St NW.  The Board reiterated the policy that the County does not provide surface or 
maintenance on private roads. 

 
David and Dustin Ceynar met with the Board to discuss issues with work on 

Route 14 and the Tesoro parking area in the right of way.  Dustin Ceynar also brought 
forward his concerns with water drawn from Timber Creek for dust control purposes 
without a permit.  Dollinger reported to the Board that the County’s subcontractor had 
already been directed to stop taking water from Timber Creek. The subcontractors are 
now using water from a water depot. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to accept the fuel bid from Rolfson Oil, 

all fuels, all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Mark Koeser presented proposals for a skid steer from Heggen Equipment for 

$48,900 and RDO for $67,974.  The Board approved the purchase of a skid steer from 
Heggen Equipment. 

 
The Board approved Mike Dollinger to advertise the temporary bridge for sale by 

sealed bids.  Dollinger updated the Board on Routes 38 and 4, where the overlays have 
been completed.  Board approved a 5 ton/axle limit on the Rolling Hills Subdivision 
Road.   

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
The Upper Missouri District Health Budget Hearing was called to order at 1:00 

p.m.  With there being no persons present in favor or opposition to the proposed 
budget, a motion was made by Cayko and seconded by Lawlar to approve the 2015 
UMDHU budget as presented, levying $505,313.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve a raffle permit from Ducks 

Unlimited.  With votes of 2 aye and 3 nay, the motion was defeated. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the 2013 audit agreement with 

Eide Bailly.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the beer license application 

from TA Operating LLC dba The Wild Bison Travel Center.  With a vote of 4 aye and 1 
nay, the motion carried. 
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Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Braun Intertec Agreement 

of $14,139.79 for twelve soil boring tests on potential law enforcement locations.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to set the Patriot Lodging rent at $500 

plus utilities for one bedroom and $1,000 plus utilities for a family.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson and Auditor Svihovec will work with the Wolf Run Board 

to develop rent for employees after the lease term. 
 
The Board clarified cost of living adjustment dates for employees that received a 

base pay increase in 2014.  These employees will not receive a cost of living 
adjustment in 2014 and their anniversary dates will change to the date of base pay 
increase.  The Board agreed that anniversary dates for elected officials will become the 
calendar year.   Job classification changes will change anniversary dates to the date of 
the new job classification. 

 
Dorothy Reil, County Library Board, discussed issues with Library administration. 
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in, 

NW1/4NW1/4 of Section 22 & SW1/4SW1/4 of Section 15, Township 153 North, Range 
96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County 
Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land sixty-six (66) feet in width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side 

of the following described centerline: 
 
Commencing at the northwest corner of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 

22; thence along the said north section line on the azimuth of 090°04’01”, a distance of 
599.17 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing along said north section 
line on an azimuth of 090°04’01”, a distance of 540.0 feet on the POINT OF ENDING: 
said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°04’01”, a distance of 1503.57 feet 
from the northeast corner of the Northwest Quarter of said Section 22. 

 
Said tract of land contains 540.00 linear feet or 32.73 rods (0.82 acres). 
  
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, August 5, 2014 at 2:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North 
Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby present, and 
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WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Chinn, seconded 
by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the 2015 budget request of 

$500 for Southwest Night at the Legislature.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
At 2:00 p.m. the Public Hearing on Omitted Property was held.  Tax Director 

Paulson presented the values of the Omitted Property to the Board.  No persons from 
the public were present.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the omitted 
property additions.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Recorder/Supervisor of Assessments Johnsrud and Tax Director Paulson 

reported to the Board that things are going well and the work is current in the Tax 
Director’s Office. 

 
Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, updated the Board on highway projects around Watford 

City. 
 
Mike Dollinger gave an update on County road projects, including Routes 14 and 

53.  The Board approved an additional gravel purchase per Dollinger’s request to 
complete a current project.  Dollinger requested Brosz assist with paperwork and 
management of bridge projects. 

 
The Board approved Sheriff Fulwider’s request to hire three additional 

correctional officers starting at the deputy rate. 
 
The Board met with the City of Watford City to discussion zoning in East 

Highland Acres.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to reconsider the action taken 
on July 1, 2014 giving the County jurisdiction over the 2nd half mile of the new proposed 
ETA for the City of Watford City.  With votes of 4 aye and 1 nay, motion carried. 

 
The City of Watford City will present an updated ETA map for further discussion 

with the Board at the August 19, 2014, meeting.  
 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker discussed the need to review contracts/agreements 

that require Board signature.  Rodenbiker recommended that all contracts for services 
be reviewed by the State’s Attorney’s Office prior to Board signing, which was 
supported by the Board. 

 
Rodenbiker also informed the Board that there may be expenses related to 

moving jury trials over the next few months to Williston.   
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 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker and Commissioner Nordby will work on personnel 
policies relating to drivers and vehicle licenses and a savings clause. 

 
The meeting recessed at 5:45 p.m. until August 19, 2014 at 9:00 a.m. to meet 

with CGL Consultants. 
 
On August 13, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, 

and Chinn met with ND Senator Cook to discuss oil-related impacts to McKenzie 
County. 

 
 

August 19, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on August 19, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Ron Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 
a.m. 

 
The Board met with representatives from CGL and ICON regarding the new Law 

Enforcement Center and a temporary jail.  Temporary jail would need 10 additional staff 
to operate and cost approximately $3M for construction.  Master site plan options were 
discussed for the Law Enforcement Center/Court facilities south of the airport. 

 
The Board approved a request from Judge Schmidt and State’s Attorney 

Rodenbiker to retain the temporary trailer courtroom adjacent to the Courthouse for 
courtroom use. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the Water bills as presented.  

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Planning and Zoning 

consent agenda items 1-10, except item 6, Jericho CUP for workforce housing.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to deny item 6 on the consent agenda, 

Jericho CUP for workforce housing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board discussed lost applications, delays in the process, and checklist 

problems with Planner Hadley. 



442 
 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve Andrea Higgins request for 60 

day leave of absence with the requirement to use up all available vacation time, with 
benefits being the responsibility of Higgins during her leave.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the mineral disclaimer for 160 

acres in W½SE¼ and E½SW¼ in Section 26, Township 146 North, Range 98 West.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve the schedule change for the 

landfill to be open for 5 hours on Saturdays, from 7:00am to Noon.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to approve a $500 fee for rejected and 

reloaded loads at the landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
David Sethre, Concrete Pavements, discussed the benefits of paving with 

concrete with the Board. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to reject both bids for 132nd Ave NW 

Reconstruction and rebid as alternate pavement/concrete for spring construction.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Representatives from HDR updated the Board on the Northern Bypass route. 
 
Fred Schwartz, Kimley-Horn, updated the Board on the status of the Strategic 

Transportation Plan for McKenzie County.     
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to accept the ETA as proposed by the 

City of Watford City, with the County relinquishing their zoning authority over the second 
½ mile to the City of Watford City, effective September 8, 2014.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  The Board also agreed that the County will adopt City standards for ½ mile 
corridor outside the west bypass.   

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the reclassification of Bonnie 

Foss to Eligibility Worker II, with a yearly salary of $48,696.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Anderson, to approve the position of Social 

Worker III Supervisor with a salary of $75,000 and 14 hours/month vacation earn rate.  
With a vote of 3 ayes and 2 nays, motion carried. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker discussed with the Board the landfill rate increase 

for the Three Affiliated Tribes.  Also discussed was the Targa, LLC, notice of appeal for 
zoning.  NDIRF attorney Scott Forsberg will assist the County with the case.   
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to purchase an approximately 17.3 acre 

parcel (Site A)  in Section 30, Township 150 North, Range 98 West - from the Hegg 
family at $50,000/acre.  With votes of 4 aye and 1 nay, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to purchase a 21.3 acre parcel (Site B) in 

Section 29, Township 150 North, Range 98 West - from the Hegg family for future 
expansion.  With votes of 2 aye and 3 nay, motion defeated. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m. until September 2, 2014 at 9:00 a.m.  
 
On August 26, 2014, Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Chinn, and 

Lawlar attended a barbeque with legislators from North Dakota, which was hosted by 
the Watford City Chamber of Commerce at the Whiting office building.   

 
 

 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 

   205548-571 AUGUST 1ST PAYROLL 437,358.99 

205572 ACCUSOURCE INC. 942.00 

205573 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 28,401.25 

205574 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,548.12 

205575 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 5,573.14 

205576 AL'S METAL WORK, INC. 1,544.50 

205577 ALCO STORES INC. 59.92 

205578 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 55.00 

205579 AMAN/KELSEY 485.91 

205580 AMERICAN LEGION 62.00 

205581 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS 478.62 

205582 ANDERSON REFRIGERATION 140.00 

205583 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 910.60 

205584 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 

205585 ARNEGARD/STACY 68.09 

205586 ARROW SERVICE TEAM 10,703.17 

205587 ATTIC/THE 3,135.00 

205588 BADLANDS HARDWARE 705.77 

205589 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE 24,900.00 

205590 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 2,308.00 

205591 BAKER & TAYLOR 139.51 

205592 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 426.66 
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205593 BARRETT PHARMACY 143.67 

205594 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

205595 BLUE LUBE 1,378.94 

205596 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 299.87 

205597 BONE/LINDALEE M 255.72 

205598 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 3,151,028.38 

205599 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

205600 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 129,502.47 

205601 BURNS & MCDONNELL 78,204.75 

205602 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 3,900.00 

205603 BUTTONS BY FISH 1,533.04 

205604 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 315.18 

205605 C&D WATER SERVICES 241.00 

205606 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

205607 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 66.66 

205608 CARTER GOBLE ASSOCIATES, LLC 75,150.00 

205609 CAYKO/RICHARD 201.20 

205610 CCCS, INC. 19,069.01 

205611 CENEX FLEETCARD 967.98 

205612 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 502.75 

205613 CHEADLE/CINDY 569.86 

205614 CHINN/ROGER 745.56 

205615 CHISHOLM/AARON 32.93 

205616 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 1,574.58 

205617 COLSTRIP ELECTRIC, INC. 8,550.28 

205618 COMFORT SUITES 370.00 

205619 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,734.71 

205620 CON-WAY FREIGHT, INC. 1,679.23 

205621 CONCIERGE COMPUTER SERVICES, LLC 45.00 

205622 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 4.00 

205623 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 713,154.55 

205624 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 1,511.85 

205625 DAKOTA BOYS & GIRLS RANCH 5,169.28 

205626 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 373.00 

205627 DELL MARKETING L.P. 238.80 

205628 DEMCO 120.97 

205629 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

205630 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS 1,356.33 

205631 EIDE BAILLY 100.00 

205632 EMBLEM ENTERPRISES, INC. 945.55 

205633 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 365.48 

205634 FASTENAL COMPANY 117.46 

205635 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 
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205636 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

205637 FIRST DAKOTA ENTERPRISES INC. 81,754.00 

205638 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 677.33 

205639 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 4,410.00 

205640 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 547.21 

205641 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 59,208.14 

205642 FOSS/BONNIE 348.32 

205643 FOUND IT NOW 42.91 

205644 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 255.00 

205645 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC 490.00 

205646 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 788.14 

205647 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 675.00 

205648 GALLS INCORPORATED 181.94 

205649 GARMANS FLOORING 806.99 

205650 GEMPLER'S INC. 262.65 

205651 GEOLOGIC COMPUTER SYSTEMS 80,117.11 

205652 GRAND INTERNATIONAL INN 179.90 

205653 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

205654 GRANTIER/CHERYL 5.05 

205655 GROSS/HEIDI 60.00 

205656 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

205657 HANNAHER'S 24,251.34 

205658 HDR ENGINEERING, INC 76,822.44 

205659 HEDAHL'S INC. 295.84 

205660 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 974.44 

205661 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 19.69 

205662 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 2,039.98 

205663 HIGGINS/ANDREA 481.00 

205664 HORIZON RESOURCES 217.78 

205665 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 24,219.81 

205666 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 490.00 

205667 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 120,989.15 

205668 JACK & JILL 982.00 

205669 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

205670 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,220.00 

205671 JOHNSRUD/ANN 50.00 

205672 KIESON/CAROL 577.80 

205673 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 795.20 

205674 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 1,068.00 

205675 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 13,269.00 

205676 L.Y. RURAL ELECTRIC ASSN. INC. 383.60 

205677 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 74.70 

205678 LAWLAR/JODEE 20.01 
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205679 LEWIS/JAY 13.44 

205680 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 440.51 

205681 LSC ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS, LLC 45,538.00 

205682 LUND OIL, INC. 10,083.63 

205683 LYLE SIGNS INC. 77.30 

205684 M.O.C.I.C. 150.00 

205685 MASTON/FALLON 10.30 

205686 MATHEWSON/KAYLA 15.67 

205687 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

205688 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 1,797.74 

205689 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 3,791.64 

205690 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

205691 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 150.00 

205692 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS 3,360.00 

205693 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. 260.00 

205694 MCNANEY/CHARLES 41.44 

205695 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

205696 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 1,713.33 

205697 MITCHELL'S OIL FIELD SERVICE INC. 2,298.00 

205698 MRACHEK/RAYMOND 31.36 

205699 MYERS AUTO PARTS 99.36 

205700 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 150.00 

205701 ND ASSN. OF ASSESSING OFFICERS 360.00 

205702 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,106.71 

205703 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 1,030.00 

205704 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 4,915.78 

205705 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 170.51 

205706 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 178.20 

205707 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 12,232.02 

205708 ND STATE UNIVERSITY 605.00 

205709 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 13,531.41 

205710 NDSU EXTENSION PESTICIDE PROGRAM 56.00 

205711 NEFF JR/CHARLES 583.96 

205712 NEHRING LAW OFFICE 2,797.50 

205713 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 85.05 

205714 NEWMAN/DUSTIN B 192.50 

205715 NORBY/LYNETTE 39.20 

205716 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 4,601.98 

205717 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 1,050.00 

205718 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 1,318.44 

205719 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC 140,000.00 

205720 OK TIRE STORE 1,612.31 

205721 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 
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205722 PEREZ/PER 692.50 

205723 PLAYNETWORK, INC. 89.85 

205724 PRAXAIR 440.18 

205725 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 620.90 

205726 PROPERTY RECORDS INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 55.00 

205727 QUILL CORPORATION 137.87 

205728 RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL 74.70 

205729 RAMKOTA HOTEL 522.90 

205730 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 6,745.86 

205731 RED CARPET 470.64 

205732 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

205733 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 1,600.00 

205734 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 345.00 

205735 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. 894,266.22 

205736 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 377.09 

205737 RODENBIKER/JACOB 726.00 

205738 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 92.00 

205739 ROHDE/DENNIS 619.50 

205740 RON'S ELECTRIC 355.75 

205741 S & S MOTORS 1,205.24 

205742 SA-SO COMPANY 1,307.39 

205743 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 5,612.90 

205744 SAMUELSON/JERRY 68.60 

205745 SANFORD AIR MED 31,958.00 

205746 SANFORD HEALTH 1,361.00 

205747 SCHROEDER/MALISSA M. 180.00 

205748 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2,700.00 

205749 SHEPHERD/JASON 80.00 

205750 SHOPPER/THE 1,170.00 

205751 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

205752 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 500.00 

205753 SMART APPLE MEDIA 164.70 

205754 SOCOLOVITCH/JENNIFER 500.00 

205755 SOLID BOSS WORLDWIDE, INC. 43,786.00 

205756 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

205757 SORENSON/DESIREE 359.61 

205758 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 104,467.92 

205759 STANDING ROCK SANITATION SERVICE,INC. 22,500.00 

205760 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 2,011.16 

205761 STARRY ELECTRIC, INC 40,090.00 

205762 STEIN'S INC. 279.40 

205763 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. 4,748.57 

205764 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 758.59 
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205765 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 1,400.00 

205766 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 305.36 

205767 THOMPSON/KAREN 646.52 

205768 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.75 

205769 THORSRUD SUPPLY CO., INC. 31.22 

205770 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 100.73 

205771 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 182.86 

205772 TRANE U.S. INC. 345.00 

205773 TRI-COUNTY GLASS 1,410.80 

205774 TRUE NORTH STEEL 2,250.00 

205775 TWIN OAKS RESORT INC. 210.00 

205776 ULTRAMAX 141.00 

205777 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 6,181.86 

205778 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. 9,493.75 

205779 VEIT & COMPANY INC. 551,783.38 

205780 VISA 2,585.33 

205781 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 1,815.08 

205782 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 6,350.00 

205783 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 852.48 

205784 WATFORD CITY GOLF CLUB 4,822.38 

205785 WE INTEGRATE 843.50 

205786 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 1,476.95 

205787 WHITE BANNER UNIFORM SHOP 158.00 

205788 WILD BISON/THE 1,006.97 

205789 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 5,500.00 

205790 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 21,094.40 

205791 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 750.00 

205792 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 704.40 

205793 XEROX CORPORATION 142.20 

205794 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 432,904.78 

205795 24-7 CONTRACTING SERVICES LLC 2,249,328.66 

205796 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 80,356.56 

205797 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 2,641.32 

205798 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 6.14 

205799 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

205800 ND STATE TREASURER 260.08 

205801 NORTHWEST NARCOTICS TASK FORCE 75,013.75 

205802 PARRISH/CALVIN 628.00 

205803 SEILER/SHANNON 1,254.43 

205804-827 AUGUST 15TH PAYROLL 456,865.79 

205828 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 2,642.99 

205829 AMERICINN OF MEDORA 639.60 

205830 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 
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205831 BADLANDS HARDWARE 2.99 

205832 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA 407,212.37 

205833 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE 1,000.00 

205834 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 15.42 

205835 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 156.00 

205836 DW EXCAVATING 96,977.00 

205837 VOID 0.00 

205838 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 1,417.11 

205839 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 1,063.25 

205840 FLAGSHOOTER LLC 954.48 

205841 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 2,500.00 

205842 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC 325.00 

205843 KELLY INN 207.90 

205844 LUND OIL, INC. 897.12 

205845 MCCORMICK/CRESCENTIA CLAIRE 10.00 

205846 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 153.61 

205847 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 266.00 

205848 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,375.00 

205849 OK TIRE STORE 152.26 

205850 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 94.27 

205851 VOGEL LAW FIRM 16,641.96 

205852 AT&T 41.87 

205853 CENTURY LINK 371.04 

205854 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.70 

205855 ENGINEERING AMERICA AND GRIDOR CONSTR 85,394.13 

205856 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 9,011.26 

205857 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,390.05 

205858 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 110.48 

205859 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 4,019.52 

205860 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 6,502.36 

205861 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 8,154.72 

205862 NEMONT 28.50 

205863 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 5,871.45 

205864 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 4,000.00 

205865 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 42.71 

205866 VERIZON WIRELESS 4,691.75 

205867 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 460.89 

205868 MONTANA DEPT. OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 480.00 

205869-877 AUGUST 29TH PAYROLL 376,927.10 
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 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 2, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on September 
2, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 

August 31, 2014. 
 
Marcia Hellandsaas, NDSU Extension Office, reported that NDSU will provide a 

Family Nutrition Program Agent to McKenzie County, who will need office space and 
furniture.  This agent will be shared between McKenzie and Williams Counties and will 
target limited-income families. 

 
 Chad Crist came before the Board to request ½ mile of scoria on 6th St NW.  The 

Board approved providing scoria for ½ mile stretch on 6th St NW.  
 
Ed Evanson requested to have the speed limit on North Main Street, where it is 

posted 25 mph, changed to 45 mph.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to 
approve the request and notify City Police.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Business Partnership 

Scholarship Agreement with the University of Mary, which provides for a 10% reduction 
in tuition for County employees.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Board agreed to change the November 4, 2014, Commission meeting to 

November 6, 2014, due to November 4 being Election Day. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to combine the 2013 and 2014 annual 

audits by Eide Bailly.  Audits will be performed in the Spring of 2015.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The Board did not agree to the funding request from McKenzie County 

Healthcare System for $75,000 toward the purchase of a building for employee housing 
and hospital employee daycare. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to award the landfill loader bid to RDO for 
a John Deere 850K for $279,125, including an $80,000 trade in allowance for the 624.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to accept the high bids for all sealed bids 

submitted.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Mark Koeser submitted a letter of resignation, effective October 20, 2014.  

Koeser reported that all County belly dump trucks are now tarped.   
 
The Board discussed future County paving projects with PWD Kanwar. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to accept Mark Koeser’s resignation with 

appreciation and great regret.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the fuel bid from Rolfson Oil, 

all fuels, all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the proposal from AE2S for 

engineering/design of the retaining wall at Hillside Court.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Mike Dollinger updated the Board on the Route 50 slide, as well as Route 14 and 

Route 53 paving.   
 
Commissioner Chinn reported that he and Mike Dollinger had met with Malcolm 

Pippin regarding the Reichman road survey.  A hearing was to be scheduled within 30 
days, but 60 days has passed.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker suggested Chinn and 
Dollinger utilize Assistant State’s Attorney Neff to attempt to expedite action. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Gene Veeder and John Phillips, LSS Housing, discussed an employee housing 

project.  The Board directed Phillips and Veeder to propose plans for two 32 or 48 unit 
complexes with HIF funds and capital investment that would provide for $1000/month 
rent. 

 
The Board tabled a decision on the proposal from ICON/CGL for Programming 

and Master Planning of the Law Enforcement Center and County Shop site, as well as 
architecture design and consultant services. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the proposal from TD&H for 

$3500 for a boundary survey on the Hegg parcel to be purchased for the Law 
Enforcement Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve the following resolution 
regarding an emergency declaration for McKenzie County, as presented by Emergency 
Managers Rockvoy and Samuelson; 

 
EMERGENCY DECLARATION 

MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 
 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota experienced over 4.5 inches of rain 

from August 15, 2014 through August 25, 2014 and  
 
WHEREAS, the impact of excessive rain through the duration of these storms 

caused road erosion, saturation, and massive surface damage to County Road 50,  
causing safety concerns to the citizens of McKenzie County; and 

  
WHEREAS, continued restoration activities may have a serious financial effect 

on the Township and McKenzie County in general.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County 

Commissioners declares that an emergency exists in McKenzie County, North Dakota. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to contribute $20,000 to the WC Park 

Board for the Veterans Memorial Park project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Recorder/Supervisor of Assessments Johnsrud and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 

reviewed their budgets with the Board, as they will not be able to attend the budget 
hearings on September 17, 2014.   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to approve the hiring on an additional 

Assistant State’s Attorney to begin this fall.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to move into Executive Session for the 

purpose of attorney consultation on litigation strategy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Executive Session was entered at 4:10 p.m.  Present were Commissioners 

Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, and Planner Hadley. 

 
Executive Session adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 
 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the Lufkin/GE Mutual 

Nondisclosure Agreement issue. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve publishing the preliminary 

budget as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Meeting recessed at 5:05 p.m. until September 16, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

2015 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
2013 2014 2015 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
   County Board $182,491  $209,434  $218,247  

Housing Authority Board 1,884 3,230 3,230 
Clerk of District Court 289,371 320,456 502,571 
County Auditor 421,368 506,655 465,267 
County Treasurer 268,871 356,090 451,216 
State's Attorney 276,880 342,385 724,473 
County Recorder 316,211 369,664 391,250 
County Superintendent 84,050 94,994 96,622 
Tax Director 255,424 475,891 575,870 
Planning & Zoning 1,071,144 885,223 1,024,574 
Human Resources 119,820 144,880 149,231 
GIS Department 82,007 157,926 932,958 
Custodian 206,315 193,825 295,376 
Courthouse Maintenance 221,593 265,000 571,000 
Building Fund 1,823,986 5,500,000 22,200,000 
Elections 2,643 53,900 2,500 
Landfill 3,307,943 1,288,754 3,887,390 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 41,521 46,500 60,000 
WSI Medical Expense 112 1,000 1,000 
Job Service 6,999 12,000 10,000 
Audit Fees 16,565 20,000 20,000 
Forest Service - Quiet Title Action 21,651 25,000 75,000 
Property & Liability Insurance 35,477 40,000 40,000 
Rental Property 20,604 5,000 175,000 
Telephone Service 1,410 1,500 1,800 
Telephone System & Maintenance 7,126 75,000 100,000 
Publishing, Printing 38,079 40,000 75,000 
Dues, Registrations 21,778 25,000 25,000 
Postage 25,107 30,000 30,000 
Mailing Machine 5,072 7,500 7,500 
Copier Expense 14,162 20,000 20,000 
Computer Expense 213,638 550,000 600,000 
Miscellaneous 207,449 75,000 50,000 
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Fox Lawson Implementation 0 0 500,000 
Special Projects 5,231,085 1,500,000 2,500,000 
Equipment & Office Furniture 55,072 50,000 50,000 
Wolf Pup Daycare 0 0 100,000 
McKenzie County Health Care 
System 100,000 100,000 200,000 
Family Crisis Shelter 5,000 6,000 10,000 
Watford City Airport 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Alexander Senior Citizens 5,000 15,000 15,000 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000 8,000 8,000 
Lewis & Clark Museum 25,000 25,000 32,000 
Pioneer Museum 13,000 14,000 15,000 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 25,000 30,000 35,000 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500 11,500 19,500 
Tourism & Recreation 54,888 58,829 61,902 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $15,172,296  $13,990,136  $37,358,477  

2015 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 

    
 

2013 2014 2015 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

PUBLIC SAFETY  
   County Sheriff $2,220,588  $3,432,588  $5,305,434  

County Jail 985,190 1,161,663 2,521,776 

County Coroner 32,823 40,700 40,700 
Disaster Emergency Service 110,496 72,815 130,831 
Homeland Security 556 0 0 
Risk Management Coordinator 6,060 6,253 12,048 
McKenzie County Ambulance 116,000 127,600 127,600 

Alexander First Responders 4,000 4,000 4,000 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $3,475,713  $4,845,619  $8,142,389  

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $18,648,009 $18,835,755 $45,500,866 

    TRANSFERS FROM GENERAL 
FUND TO OTHER FUNDS 

   Road & Bridge $8,500,000 $38,000,000 $45,000,000 
County Agent 100,000 95,000 $0 
County Weed Control 81,500 0 $0 
Job Development Authority 95,000 115,000 $0 
County Park 30,000 0 $0 
Veterans Service 40,000 30,000 $20,000 
Water Resource District 230,000 500,000 $500,000 
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TOTAL TRANSFERS $9,076,500 $38,740,000 $45,520,000 

    GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL 
FUND $27,724,509 $57,575,755 $91,020,866 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads - Tfr 

to R&B $500,000 $4,000,000 $6,000,000 
Highway Tax Distribution Fund - 
Tfr to R&B 1,000,000 1,000,000 $1,200,000 
County Road & Bridge 45,592,998 67,131,005 $135,570,359 
County Human Services 962,412 1,286,757 $1,664,356 
Veteran's Services 36,639 40,717 $42,069 

County Agent 124,753 133,766 $168,244 

County Park 32,309 50,345 $65,316 
Public Library 187,312 201,057 $322,716 
Social Security - Tfr to Co Agt & 
Veterans 5,414 6,095 $7,929 
Water Resource District 415,889 4,597,268 $4,821,435 
Weed Control 345,265 408,993 $463,674 
Job Development Authority 149,547 164,173 $170,889 
Self Insurance Fund 1,549,773 1,633,500 $3,328,000 
Document Preservation Fund 84,356 50,000 $50,000 
Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness 19,453 12,500 $35,000 
E911 64,809 90,850 $83,375 
Wireless 911 141,720 0 $0 
Infrastructure Fund 15,793,531 2,973,500 $0 
Federal Entitlement Fund - Tfr to 
Soc Serv 200,000 600,000 $750,000 
Atmospheric Resource Board 81,488 80,000 $90,400 
County Fair 28,384 30,000 $72,350 
District Health Unit 80,385 115,800 $151,030 
Historical Society 8,345 8,400 $10,000 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS $67,404,782 $84,614,726 $155,067,142 

 
      

Total including Interfund 
Transfers $95,129,291 $142,190,481 $246,088,008 
Less Interfund Transfers (10,781,914) (44,346,095) (53,477,929) 

GRAND TOTALS $84,347,377 $97,844,386 $192,610,079 
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September 4, 2014 
 

Commissioners Cayko and Lawlar attended the Upper Missouri District Health 
Unit meeting held in Williston, ND which began at 8:30 a.m.  Commissioner Nordby 
attended via telephone.  The 2015 UMDHU budget was approved at this meeting. 
 

 
September 16, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on September 
16, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 

2015 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

    The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed 
expenditures for 2015. 

    
 

2015 Budget 
 

Proposed 

 
Requests 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy 

General Fund 91,020,866 104,167,885 0 
Unorganized District Roads 6,000,000 5,366,537 648,960 
Road & Bridge Fund 135,570,359 135,262,697 1,040,000 
Social Services 1,664,356 1,621,881 312,000 
Veteran's Services 42,069 53,878 0 
County Agent 168,244 74,703 104,000 
County Park 65,316 52,527 50,000 
Public Library 322,716 77,205 310,000 
Social Security 7,929 205,402 0 
Water Resource District 4,821,435 4,964,603 0 
Weed Control 463,674 341,675 172,000 
Job Development Authority 170,889 56,618 130,000 
Atmospheric Resource Board 90,400 43,674 46,800 
County Fair 72,350 20,356 52,000 
District Health Unit 151,030 1,201 150,000 
Historical Society 10,000 4,693 5,350 

    Total Requests and Levies 
Required 240,641,633 

 
3,021,110 
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Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 Planner Hadley presented the Planning and Zoning Consent Agenda.  Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve items 1-13 on the Planning and Zoning 
Consent Agenda. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve the Water Bills, Construction 
Engineers, Inc. bill, and the MDU bill as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve December 26, 2014, and 
January 2, 2015, as additional paid holidays.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the donation of nine hours of 
sick leave from Jerry Samuelson to Dasha Bravo.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Helen Askim, Williams County HR Director, introduced Melody Mileur, Williams 
County Communications Officer, to the Board.   
 
 Adam Berger and Ben Ide, Homestead at Watford City, presented a proposal on 
an employee housing and senior housing project.  They requested a $3.7 Million 
commitment from the County to help with infrastructure needs to the project. 
 
 Alice Olson, White Buffalo RV Park, addressed the Board to discuss concerns 
over the tax increase letter she received from the County. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to accept the Antelope Creek Township 
Zoning JPA.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 ICON Architects and CGL presented a revised proposal for Programming & Site 
Master Planning and Basic Design Services for the Law Enforcement Center, including 
7.5% of construction costs and $180,000 to develop policies and procedures.   
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the purchase of the military 
dump truck for the Landfill from ND State Surplus Property for $9,000.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve Change Order #2 for 
$132,719.32 for boulder excavation, extra earthwork, and outbound scale grading at the 
Landfill, for a revised contract total of $1,565,950.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to award the Leachate Pond 2 
construction bid to Veit Construction for $832,360.00.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
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 Chairman Anderson reported that he and Mike Dollinger met with Watford City 
Public Works Director Justin Smith and Mayor Sanford at Rolling Hills Subdivision this 
morning to evaluate the condition of the roadway to be paved in the Rolling Hills Estates 
Paving Special Assessment District.  The water and sewer install that is occurring on 
Long Drive has compromised the integrity of the road for paving this Fall due to lack of 
time for sufficient compaction.  Therefore the paving on Long Drive and Mulligan 
Avenue will not be done this fall, allowing time for compaction, as well as time for the 
City and County to resolve how special assessments on annexed property in the 
subdivision will be handled and also what will be the responsibility of the developer for 
paving roads within the annexed portion of the subdivision.  The County Board was not 
informed that substantial changes were being made to the County road within the 
Paving Special Assessment District. 
 
 PWD Kanwar and Commissioner Chinn updated the Board on a meeting with the 
four oil producing counties and the DOT.  Mike Dollinger updated the Board on Route 
14 and Route 50. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the proposal from KLJ for 
realignment of Route 12.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the proposal from ICON 
Architecture Group for Master Planning and Design at 7.5% and Policy and Procedure 
Development with CGL at $180,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the raffle permits from Grassy 
Butte Community Club, Grassy Butte Fireman, and Yellowstone School District.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker reviewed the Attorney General’s Opinion regarding 
the County’s ability to sell property in the former City of Rawson, which voluntarily 
dissolved in 2003.  The Attorney General’s opinion was that the statute is not clear 
enough to grant the County the ability to sell land in Rawson.  Rodenbiker will seek 
legislative change to make law more clear through the ND Association of Counties. 
 
 Rodenbiker also discussed oil company requests for written Commission 
approval to close section lines on the Reservation and asked for more time to review 
the law. 
 

Meeting recessed at 5:55 p.m. until the departmental budget hearings beginning 
at 9:00 a.m. on September 17, 2014. 
 
 

September 17, 2014 
 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota reconvened at 

the Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 17, 2014.   Present: 
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Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Rick Lawlar, Doug 
Nordby, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Johnsrud. Chairman Anderson called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Throughout the day various department heads presented their 2015 budget 

requests.  Salaries for County employees were adjusted to include only the 5% cost of 
living adjustment as previously approved by the Board.  Other salary adjustment 
requests will be considered during the Fox Lawson salary study implementation. 

 
The final budgets will be presented for approval at the October 7, 2014 meeting.   
 
A public hearing was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Commissioners 

Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar, and Nordby, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, and Assistant State’s Attorney Neff.  Thirteen 
members of the public were also in attendance.  Auditor Svihovec reviewed the County 
Budget.  Questions from the public were answered by the Commissioners and 
Svihovec. 

 
The meeting recessed at 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on October 7, 2014. 
 
 

September 19, 2014 
 

Commissioner Anderson attended a meeting with Mike Dollinger and Brosz 
Engineering, Inc. to discuss quotes from Plote Construction ND, LLC and Jensen 
Brother’s Construction to fix the road slide on Route 50.  Commissioners Lawlar and 
Nordby attended via telephone.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Lawlar, to award the 
project to Plote Construction ND, LLC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

205878-881 SEPTEMBER 2ND PAYROLL 1,698.57 

205882 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,485.28 

205883 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 1,666.89 

205884 ALCO STORES INC. 26.81 

205885 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 122.00 

205886 AMAN/KELSEY 169.70 
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205887 AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF CODE ENFORCEM 425.00 

205888 AMERICAN INSURANCE CENTER 50.00 

205889 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,050.60 

205890 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 

205891 ARNEGARD/STACY 97.60 

205892 AUEN/RANDIE 25.71 

205893 BADLANDS HARDWARE 366.20 

205894 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE 18,750.00 

205895 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 856.00 

205896 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 440.40 

205897 BAKER & TAYLOR 14.97 

205898 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 2,600.30 

205899 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

205900 BAUMAN/BARBARA 50.40 

205901 BEICEGEL STATION 41.80 

205902 BLUE LUBE 71.39 

205903 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 5,657.26 

205904 BLUMER LAW OFFICE/MARK T 1,061.04 

205905 BONE/LINDALEE M 154.12 

205906 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 2,704,644.28 

205907 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

205908 BRENNA/TAMMY 40.32 

205909 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 141,785.00 

205910 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 30,942.26 

205911 BUTCHER/RACHEL 51.52 

205912 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 1,636.35 

205913 C&D WATER SERVICES 239.50 

205914 CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS SUPPLIES, INC 124.38 

205915 CARLSON/JOHN 525.00 

205916 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 748.06 

205917 CARTER GOBLE ASSOCIATES, LLC 154,550.00 

205918 CAYKO/RICHARD 302.00 

205919 CENEX FLEETCARD 116.18 

205920 CENTURY LINK 326.84 

205921 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 316.75 

205922 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

205923 CHINN/ROGER 865.40 

205924 COAL COUNTRY CHC 89.00 

205925 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 1,169.56 

205926 COMFORT INN 814.00 

205927 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 4.00 

205928 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 497.11 

205929 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 337.50 
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205930 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 72.00 

205931 DELL MARKETING L.P. 679.30 

205932 DEMCO 100.99 

205933 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

205934 EIDE BAILLY 150.00 

205935 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 227.49 

205936 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

205937 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

205938 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 200.00 

205939 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 6,454.00 

205940 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 3,160.00 

205941 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 326.40 

205942 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 73,468.98 

205943 FOSS/BONNIE 383.32 

205944 FOUND IT NOW 180.00 

205945 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 2,751.25 

205946 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC 122.50 

205947 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 1,675.00 

205948 GALLS INCORPORATED 19.99 

205949 GAYLORD BROS. INC 476.00 

205950 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 1,230.00 

205951 GLEASON/PATRICK 13,000.00 

205952 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

205953 GROSS/HEIDI 64.56 

205954 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

205955 HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS, LTD 6,973.16 

205956 HDR ENGINEERING, INC 245,693.69 

205957 HEDAHL'S INC. 260.50 

205958 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 1,147.03 

205959 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 199.81 

205960 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 2,456.36 

205961 HOLTE/KAREN L. 45.00 

205962 HOME OF ECONOMY 30.42 

205963 HORIZON RESOURCES 627.43 

205964 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 147.36 

205965 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC 241.00 

205966 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 286.40 

205967 INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL 378.00 

205968 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 129,940.53 

205969 JACK & JILL 2,385.24 

205970 JENNINGS/LUCRETIA 349.44 

205971 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

205972 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,132.45 
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205973 JOHNSRUD/ANN 752.50 

205974 KANWAR/SUHAIL 100.00 

205975 KELLY INN 74.70 

205976 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 6,461.07 

205977 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 41,133.95 

205978 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 373.40 

205979 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 12.94 

205980 LASS/KOREY 191.38 

205981 LAWLAR/JODEE 138.60 

205982 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

205983 LEXIPOL LLC 4,515.00 

205984 LUND OIL, INC. 10,535.86 

205985 LYLE SIGNS INC. 113.86 

205986 MAINSTAY SUITES 400.50 

205987 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

205988 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 2,037.07 

205989 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 10.00 

205990 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                 43,000,000.00 

205991 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 108.00 

205992 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

205993 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 9,865.00 

205994 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 2,559.10 

205995 MEYER'S DEPT. STORE 113.00 

205996 MICROMARKETING LLC 308.48 

205997 MON-KOTA INC. 440.00 

205998 NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION 1,546.14 

205999 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,604.77 

206000 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 400.00 

206001 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 17,994.80 

206002 NDEWA 45.00 

206003 NDSWRA 60.00 

206004 NEHRING LAW OFFICE 350.00 

206005 NORDBY/LORI 158.59 

206006 NORTH STAR ENERGY CONST. 60,310.00 

206007 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 2,825.00 

206008 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 2,319.00 

206009 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 1,079.11 

206010 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC 60,000.00 

206011 OK TIRE STORE 234.30 

206012 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 

206013 OTTMAR & OTTMAR, PC 30.00 

206014 PARRISH/CALVIN 2,125.00 

206015 PAULSON/KATIE 76.24 
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206016 PELTON/JOLYNN 1,050.00 

206017 PENGUIN MANAGEMENT INC. 3,355.00 

206018 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

206019 PHARMCHEM. INC. 92.00 

206020 PIPPIN LAW FIRM 252.00 

206021 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 69,171.50 

206022 QUILL CORPORATION 298.19 

206023 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 20,725.03 

206024 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 32.00 

206025 RED CARPET 357.07 

206026 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

206027 RESPOND SYSTEMS 338.09 

206028 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. 2,319,335.30 

206029 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE 862.42 

206030 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 63.99 

206031 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 154.12 

206032 ROLFSON OIL 33,669.86 

206033 RTVISION, INC. 10,182.20 

206034 RYAN/KARLA 82.48 

206035 SAMUELSON/JERRY 1,824.69 

206036 SANFORD HEALTH 1,050.94 

206037 SEA CHANGE PRINTING & MARKETING SRV.L 615.00 

206038 SELECT FORD MERCURY 1,069.97 

206039 SHOPPER/THE 1,462.50 

206040 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

206041 SM ENERGY COMPANY 540.00 

206042 SOLID BOSS WORLDWIDE, INC. 43,786.00 

206043 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

206044 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 577.86 

206045 STEIN'S INC. 141.20 

206046 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR 199.50 

206047 SUBWAY 572.56 

206048 SUPERIOR LAMP INC. 1,436.01 

206049 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 248.30 

206050 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES 662.34 

206051 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 9,525.26 

206052 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 250.06 

206053 THOMPSON/KAREN 231.00 

206054 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.75 

206055 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 3,973.50 

206056 TRANE U.S. INC. 3,259.40 

206057 U.S. IMAGING 10,920.25 

206058 UNDERWOOD/AMY 28.00 
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206059 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 4,942.65 

206060 VISA 977.63 

206061 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 952.73 

206062 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 6,350.00 

206063 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 718.88 

206064 WE INTEGRATE 14,161.56 

206065 WEST RIVER STRIPING CO. 7,381.44 

206066 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 1,637.22 

206067 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 18,642.90 

206068 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 937.50 

206069 XEROX CORPORATION 6.08 

206070 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 423,201.16 

206071 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 641.27 

206072 WATFORD CITY PARK DISTRICT 20,000.00 

206073 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 89.14 

206074 ND STATE TREASURER 359.73 

206075 ROLFSON OIL 40,652.46 

206076 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 4,813.79 

206077-097 SEPTEMBER 12TH PAYROLL 437,637.01 

206098 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 3,795.75 

206099 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

206100 BADLANDS HARDWARE 192.59 

206101 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 1,616,709.05 

206102 CROSS/ROBERT 39.20 

206103 DW EXCAVATING 14,109.50 

206104 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 875.28 

206105 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 4,949.10 

206106 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC 1,510.00 

206107 JELLESED/LEIF L. 80.64 

206108 LUND OIL, INC. 782.14 

206109 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,500.00 

206110 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES 45,000.00 

206111 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 53.38 

206112 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 200.00 

206113 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,238.60 

206114 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 20.47 

206115 OK TIRE STORE 1,266.79 

206116 PUMP SYSTEMS, INC. 1,418.97 

206117 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 100.11 

206118 WISNESS/JULIE A 2,019.45 

206119 AT&T 41.44 

206120 CENTURY LINK 50.15 

206121 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.70 
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206122 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,908.10 

206123 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

206124 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 110.00 

206125 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 4,080.93 

206126 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 6,839.40 

206127 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 12,863.08 

206128 NEMONT 28.50 

206129 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 6,115.96 

206130 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 1,184.08 

206131 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 42.30 

206132 U S POSTMASTER 490.00 

206133 VERIZON WIRELESS 5,149.99 

206134 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 466.87 

206135-154 SEPTEMBER 26TH PAYROLL 439,682.34 
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 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 7, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on October 7, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Treasurer Grantier presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 

September 30, 2014.  Grantier also discussed an Unlocatable Mineral Owner lease she 
was negotiating.  The Board recommended $4,000/acre and 20% royalty payments. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Lance Powell, Alexander Rural Fire District, did not attend the meeting.  The 

Board discussed the Alexander Rural Fire District building permit policy.  Planner 
Hadley reported he was working with Karolin Rockvoy on adopting a unified permitting 
approval process for all county fire districts. 

 
Gene Veeder and Brent Sanford updated the Board on the G.A. Haan 

Development, LLC proposal, which is moving forward.  A formal proposal for the 
County’s share in infrastructure investment will be presented at a future Board meeting. 

 
John Phillips, LSS Housing, updated the Board on a 72 unit LSS Housing project. 
 
Mychal Gorden, Bill Wiemann, and Steve Stenehjem updated the Board on the 

status of Long Drive in Rolling Hills Subdivision, as well as future development planned 
west of the existing subdivision and south of Highway 23 across from Rolling Hills 
Subdivision.  Gorden also updated the Board that a portion of the subdivision has been 
annexed and will no longer be participating in the paving special assessment district, as 
the developer will be making the improvements to the road in the annexed portion of the 
subdivision. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to schedule a public hearing to change the 

legal description for the Rolling Hills Subdivision Paving Special Assessment District 
due to the City annexing a portion of the subdivision and road before the special 
improvement was done.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The revised legal description 
for the special assessment district will be Lots 1-7, Block 2, and Lots 7-12, Block 5, of 
the Rolling Hills Estates Subdivision.  A public hearing has been scheduled for 1:00 
p.m. on November 6, 2014. 
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Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the bid for all fuels, all 
locations to Rolfson Oil.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar presented a draft of the County Strategic Transportation Plan.  

Kanwar requested that the on-call Water Operator be allowed to take a vehicle home at 
night in order to more quickly respond to emergencies, to which the Board agreed. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on findings requests for section 

line closing on reservation land.  Rodenbiker will do further research and visit with the 
State Industrial Commission before proposing a procedure for these types of requests. 

 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to adopt the 2015 Budget in the amount of 

$188,766,410.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to set the minimum sales price on the tax 

foreclosure property at $100.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to enroll new employees in the Blue 

Cross Blue Shield insurance plans on the first enrollment date following a 14-day 
waiting period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:15 p.m. 
 
Tammy Ibach, Mark Bullock, and Dave Halverson, Dakota Access, LLC, Crude 

Oil Pipeline Project, presented information to the Board on the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
 
Ryan Norrell, ND Missouri River Stakeholders Group, updated the Board on the 

organization and upcoming information meetings. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the raffle permit from the 

Eagles Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to accept the resignation from Weed 

Control Officer Andrea Higgins, with regret.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Larry Novak, Alexander First Responders, asked the County to help cover a 

shortfall on the new First Responder’s Tower, which also houses some Sheriff’s 
Department equipment.  Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the funding 
request of $17,897.14 for the shortfall on the new Alexander First Responder’s Tower.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec reported that the road agreement payment from Tervita LLC is 

to be expected the week of the 13th. 
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The Township Association has requested that the County pay dues for each of 
the unorganized townships.  A decision on this was tabled until the October 21, 2014 
meeting. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the BCBS premiums as 

presented.  With 4 votes aye, and 1 vote nay (Chinn), motion carried. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to increase poll worker compensation by 

$25/poll worker, as presented by Auditor Svihovec.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board reviewed an oil and gas lease with Triangle Petroleum LLC which was 

approved at the March, 18, 2014 meeting.  Following discussion, State's Attorney 
Rodenbiker recommended that the lease be re-signed and recorded to amend 
irregularities in the execution of the original lease.  The lease terms will remain as 
approved in March 2014.    

 
Human Services Director Sorenson presented the Board with a letter of support 

regarding Vulnerable Adult Protective Services to Governor Dalrymple.  Moved by 
Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to approve and sign the letter to Governor Dalrymple for 
funding support for the Vulnerable Adult Protective Services.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker discussed a confidentiality agreement with Dakota 

Access, LLC.  The Board supported Rodenbiker’s decision not to sign the agreement to 
remain in compliance with ND open meetings/records law. 

 
Tammy Evanson and Peggy Beyers, Sheriff’s Department, discussed issues 

regarding security cameras in the jail cells. 
 

Meeting recessed at 3:30 p.m. until October 21, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

October 8, 2014 

 
McKenzie County Commissioners Ron Anderson, Doug Nordby, and Roger 

Chinn attended a meeting to discuss the Fox Lawson salary and compensation study 
Position Description Questionnaires rankings and implementation.  The meeting was 
held Wednesday, October 8, 2014, at 3:00 p.m. in the Commissioner’s Room at the 
Fairgrounds. 

 
October 12-14, 2014 

 
McKenzie County Commissioners Ron Anderson, Doug Nordby, Roger Chinn, 

Richard Cayko, and Richard Lawlar attended the 2014 ND Association of Counties 
Annual Meeting at the Ramkota Hotel in Bismarck, ND. 
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October 21, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on October 21, 
2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Brian Kempenich and Kevin McElvaney, Whiting Oil, presented a request for 
section line discontinuation in SE¼ of Section 11, Township 150N, Range 104W, Berry 
Federal 34-11-2H.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to require permanent 66 
foot easements around a section line as part of the section line discontinuation policy 
where a road does not exist.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Cayko, 
seconded by Chinn, to approve Whiting Oil & Gas Corporation’s request for public 
hearing for section line discontinuation, scheduled for November 6, 2014, at 1:00 p.m.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jason Lalicker, Western Land Services, presented a request for section line 
discontinuation for two locations on the Reservation.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 
recommended that the County apply the same policy for Reservation lands that it has 
for all other land in the County.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the 
request to advertise for public hearing for section line discontinuation for two separate 
wells on the Reservation, scheduled for November 6, 2014, at 1:00 p.m.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Discussion was held with David Johnson on the Rolling Hills Special Assessment 
Paving District.  Johnson requested Board approval for using concrete pavement on the 
remaining Rolling Hills Road.   
 
 The Board approved lifting the 6 ton/axle weight restriction on the entire length of 
Route 53. 
 
 Howdy Lawlar, Weed Board Chairman, and Molly Olson, Weed Board 
Administrative Assistant, reported that Olson will be resigning effective October 31, 
2014.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve part-time administrative weed 
office position to Amber Higgins at her current hourly rate with no benefits, pending 
approval from the Weed Board at their meeting next week.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Jim Glenn, Halcon Resources, discussed a maintenance agreement for Route 6.  
Halcon wants to maintain the first 2 miles, with no closure during rain events.  Chairman 
Anderson asked Glenn to work with Mike Dollinger on writing a maintenance 
agreement. 
 
 Jeff Shaffer reported that Lee Tjelde had resigned his position on the Water 
Resource District Board.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to appoint Larry Novak 
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to fill Lee Tjelde’s unexpired term, expiring June 30, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Shaffer also reported that Denton Zubke intends to resign his position on the 
Board effective December 31, 2014. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Chinn, to approve the increased cost for 
concrete paving in the Rolling Hills Special Assessment Paving District at 55% County 
and 45% homeowners cost share, contingent upon at least 60% homeowner approval.    
All voting aye, motion carried.  The projected cost for the project is $275,000 including 
driveway tie-ins. 
 
 The Board approved the request by Recorder/Supervisor of Assessments 
Johnsrud and Tax Director Paulson for two additional full-time employees in the 
Recorder/Tax Department. 
 
 Treasurer Grantier requested approval for a bonus/higher wage for Deputy 
Treasurer Shelley Anderson. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the water bills, as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to reconsider the motion made October 
7, 2014, meeting for a 14 day waiting period for BCBS enrollment.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Discussion was held by the Board on utilizing a Construction Management At-
Risk Delivery Method.  After discussions the Board made the following determinations: 

a. That it is in the best interest of the public to utilize the agency construction 
manager or construction manager at-risk public improvement delivery 
method. 

b. That the agency construction manager or construction manager at-risk 
planning and design phase services will not duplicate services normally 
provided by an architect or engineer. 

c. That the agency construction manager or construction manager at-risk 
construction services will be in addition to and not duplicate the services 
provided for in the architect and engineer contracts. 

Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Construction Management At-
Risk Delivery Method for the Law Enforcement Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board tabled the Triangle Petroleum Oil & Gas Lease approval until State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker resolves legal description and acre discrepancies. 
 
 Discussion was held on the five alternate options for the Landfill Post Closure 
Financial Assurance Requirement.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Cayko, to utilize 
Financial Test as first option, pending Eide Bailly’s confirmation that the County meets 
the criteria for this option, for the Landfill Post Closure Financial Assurance and the 
Trust Fund as the second option.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to approve the contract with Brosz 
Engineering for engineering services on the Route 50 slide, effective August 19, 2014.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to appoint Ron Anderson, Keene area, 
and Roger Chinn, Grassy Butte Area, as delegates to attend the McKenzie County 
Healthcare System Annual Meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to contribute $2,500.00 to the ND 
Township Officers Association for membership dues for unorganized townships in 
McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson updated the Board on meetings with Governor Dalrymple 
and meetings regarding the Northern Bypass Route. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the State’s Attorney’s Office 
case load and personnel openings in his office. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:25 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on November 6, 2014. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

206155 UNITED STATES TREASURY 25.04 

206156 AAA COLLECTIONS INC. 142.71 

206157 ACCUSOURCE INC. 1,067.60 

206158 ACOM SOLUTIONS, INC. 1,587.00 

206159 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 1,167.63 

206160 AGRI INDUSTRIES, INC. 613.44 

206161 AGUILERA/TONY 645.00 

206162 ALCO STORES INC. 46.79 

206163 ALEXANDER FIRST RESPONDERS 4,536.00 

206164 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 50.00 

206165 ANDERSON/MICHELE P 273.84 

206166 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 980.60 

206167 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 
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206168 ARNEGARD/STACY 150.00 

206169 ARROW SERVICE TEAM 2,000.00 

206170 BADLANDS HARDWARE 547.20 

206171 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1,564.00 

206172 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 692.68 

206173 BAKER & TAYLOR 150.76 

206174 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 776.26 

206175 BARKER CO./BOB 1,138.41 

206176 BARRETT PHARMACY 93.68 

206177 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 555.00 

206178 BAUMAN/BARBARA 741.60 

206179 BLUE LUBE 273.65 

206180 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 5,783.05 

206181 BNC NATIONAL BANK 19.40 

206182 BOHMBACH/CLARK 660.00 

206183 BONE/LINDALEE M 177.89 

206184 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 5,757,789.45 

206185 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

206186 BRAUN INTERTEC CORPORATION 10,416.00 

206187 BRENNA/TAMMY 40.32 

206188 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 101,572.50 

206189 BROWNELLS INC. 516.20 

206190 BURNS & MCDONNELL 202,518.68 

206191 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 684,381.04 

206192 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 1,770.98 

206193 C&D WATER SERVICES 154.50 

206194 CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS SUPPLIES, INC 205.92 

206195 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

206196 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 116.48 

206197 CARTER GOBLE ASSOCIATES, LLC 38,300.00 

206198 CAYKO/RICHARD 391.60 

206199 CENEX FLEETCARD 224.70 

206200 CENTURY LINK 321.22 

206201 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 323.00 

206202 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

206203 CHERREY'S PROPANE 2,198.40 

206204 CHERREY'S RED TOP SERVICE 1,250.00 

206205 CHINN/ROGER 920.28 

206206 CHISHOLM/AARON 580.83 

206207 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 879.78 

206208 COLSTRIP ELECTRIC, INC. 31,215.98 

206209 COMFORT INN 216.00 

206210 COMFORT INN 518.00 
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206211 COMFORT SUITES 814.00 

206212 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 7,130.73 

206213 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 6.00 

206214 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 1,315,492.49 

206215 CORPORATE TRANSLATION SERVICES, INC 48.30 

206216 COUNTRY 18.00 

206217 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 712.56 

206218 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 203.70 

206219 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 72.00 

206220 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC. 1,047.65 

206221 DIONYSUS/KELLEA 50.00 

206222 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 556.50 

206223 DYPEX 2,260.68 

206224 EBSCO 920.23 

206225 EDWARDS/BECKY 111.86 

206226 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 1,904.25 

206227 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION 914.00 

206228 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 39,324.54 

206229 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

206230 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

206231 VOID 0.00 

206232 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 672.00 

206233 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 3,545.00 

206234 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 489.41 

206235 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 241,896.22 

206236 FOSS/BONNIE 478.32 

206237 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 1,145.00 

206238 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 790.14 

206239 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 4,900.00 

206240 GALLS INCORPORATED 4,155.79 

206241 GEMPLER'S INC. 446.90 

206242 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 250.00 

206243 GIBBS TOWING, LLC 1,072.50 

206244 GLEASON/PATRICK 18,058.00 

206245 GPSCITY.COM 321.03 

206246 GROSS/HEIDI 456.84 

206247 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

206248 HANNAHER'S 212,784.85 

206249 HDR ENGINEERING, INC 10,065.89 

206250 HEDAHL'S INC. 378.85 

206251 HEDTKE/TERRY 7.49 

206252 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 879.02 

206253 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 692.45 
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206254 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 2,022.02 

206255 HOME OF ECONOMY 33.97 

206256 HORIZON RESOURCES 399.21 

206257 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 66,259.30 

206258 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 30.00 

206259 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 84,662.65 

206260 IVERSON/DICK 39.20 

206261 JACK & JILL 3,730.95 

206262 JAMAR COMPANY 18,240.00 

206263 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

206264 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,000.00 

206265 JOHNSRUD/ANN 526.86 

206266 JOHNSRUD/ERICA 212.10 

206267 JOHNSTON/DEBORA 215.74 

206268 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. 15,174.92 

206269 KANWAR/SUHAIL 925.70 

206270 KELLY INN 74.70 

206271 KIESON/CAROL 151.20 

206272 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 15,724.39 

206273 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 597.75 

206274 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 5,684.65 

206275 KUMMER'S PUMPING 1,400.00 

206276 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 149.40 

206277 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 162.01 

206278 LASS/KOREY 371.00 

206279 LAWLAR/JODEE 27.23 

206280 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC. 753.39 

206281 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

206282 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 64.43 

206283 LUND OIL, INC. 8,077.79 

206284 LYCOX ENTERPRISES INC. 43,700.00 

206285 MAGPIE SCREEN PRINTING & EMBROIDERY 174.61 

206286 MARCO, INC. 2,420.00 

206287 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

206288 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 6,559.79 

206289 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 3,364.44 

206290 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 2,000.00 

206291 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 190.00 

206292 MCNANEY/CHARLES 41.44 

206293 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

206294 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 3,420.00 

206295 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 3,843.95 

206296 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC. 25,218.95 
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206297 MICROMARKETING LLC 373.78 

206298 MOODY/JOSHUA T 41.82 

206299 MOTOROLA 2,216.57 

206300 NATIONAL ASSOC. OF COUNTIES 450.00 

206301 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,025.49 

206302 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. 4,110.00 

206303 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 132,962.72 

206304 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 4.54 

206305 ND LTAP 600.00 

206306 ND SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION 190.00 

206307 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 786.00 

206308 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY 8,250.00 

206309 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 13,568.63 

206310 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 26,563.81 

206311 NEHRING LAW OFFICE 1,714.50 

206312 NELSON INTERNATIONAL 791.06 

206313 NORDBY JR/DOUG M 200.00 

206314 NORDBY/LORI 52.24 

206315 NORTH DAKOTA HORIZONS 40.00 

206316 NORTH STAR ENERGY CONST. 89,720.00 

206317 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 209.80 

206318 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 3,843.76 

206319 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 791.23 

206320 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC 45,000.00 

206321 OK TIRE STORE 762.84 

206322 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 

206323 PARRISH/CALVIN 395.00 

206324 PAULSON/KATIE 338.75 

206325 PELTON/JOLYNN 997.50 

206326 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

206327 PHARMCHEM. INC. 105.00 

206328 PIPPIN LAW FIRM 140.00 

206329 PITNEY BOWES 1,722.06 

206330 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 88,323.25 

206331 POSITIVE ID INC. 103.75 

206332 PRAXAIR 908.24 

206333 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 3,848.21 

206334 QUILL CORPORATION 111.03 

206335 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 4,791.51 

206336 RED CARPET 692.53 

206337 REED/LORELEI 500.00 

206338 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 1,000.00 

206339 RESPOND SYSTEMS 249.00 
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206340 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. 1,256,295.88 

206341 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 620.26 

206342 RODENBIKER/JACOB 2,155.93 

206343 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 459.16 

206344 ROLFSON OIL 52,858.13 

206345 RYAN/KARLA 146.40 

206346 S & S MOTORS 1,954.54 

206347 SAFETY RESTRAINT CHAIR INC 1,677.00 

206348 SAKAKAWEA HAZEN CLINIC 153.00 

206349 SAKAKAWEA MEDICAL CENTER 160.98 

206350 SAMUELSON/JERRY 531.10 

206351 SANFORD HEALTH 299.42 

206352 SCHREIBER/RICHARD 212.46 

206353 SCHROEDER/MALISSA M. 320.00 

206354 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 4,950.00 

206355 SELECT FORD MERCURY 3,266.68 

206356 SEVEN SEAS INN & CONFERENCE CENTER 149.40 

206357 SHOPPER/THE 1,260.00 

206358 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

206359 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB. 164.62 

206360 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 1,000.00 

206361 SJ WATER DEPOT INC. 840.00 

206362 SKILLPATH SEMINARS 130.90 

206363 SOLBERG/BRAD 215.74 

206364 SOLID WASTE ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA 200.00 

206365 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

206366 SORENSON/DESIREE 506.28 

206367 SOUTH DAKOTA LTAP 85.00 

206368 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 79,683.51 

206369 ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER 2,333.23 

206370 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 3,567.79 

206371 STEIN'S INC. 19.46 

206372 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR 38.00 

206373 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. 118.70 

206374 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 380.30 

206375 SWANSON/MATT 340.00 

206376 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CORP. 1,800.00 

206377 TA OPERATING LLC 1,066.73 

206378 TASER INTERNATIONAL 590.48 

206379 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 8,856.00 

206380 THIS OLD HOUSE 25.00 

206381 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 175.72 

206382 THOMPSON/KAREN 446.20 
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206383 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.75 

206384 TIRED IRON REPAIR 130.00 

206385 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 2,466.83 

206386 TITANIUM PLUMBING 365.00 

206387 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 6,142.93 

206388 TRI-COUNTY GLASS 378.50 

206389 ULTRAMAX 7,478.00 

206390 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 4,930.85 

206391 UNDERWOOD/AMY 73.50 

206392 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 5,953.77 

206393 VEIT & COMPANY INC. 2,264,424.24 

206394 VISA 1,010.01 

206395 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 1,285.32 

206396 WATCHGUARD VIDEO 5,050.00 

206397 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 6,350.00 

206398 WATFORD CITY EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 695.76 

206399 WE INTEGRATE 4,757.53 

206400 WESTERN TIRE INC. 1,364.74 

206401 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 11,393.56 

206402 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 9,000.00 

206403 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING 897.00 

206404 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 19,560.25 

206405 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 750.00 

206406 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY 670.50 

206407 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 1,321.92 

206408 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 441,396.74 

206409 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 141.72 

206410 24-7 CONTRACTING SERVICES LLC 243,472.27 

206411 3-D SPECIALTIES 2,374.70 

206412-430 OCTOBER 10TH PAYROLL 437,342.77 

206431 ALEXANDER FIRST RESPONDERS 13,361.14 

206432 AMERICAN INSURANCE CENTER 2,500.00 

206433 FIRST DAKOTA ENTERPRISES INC. 20,252.00 

206434 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE 121,198.00 

206435 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 510.66 

206436 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA 2,172.86 

206437 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 322.16 

206438 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 11.50 

206439 ND STATE TREASURER 669.67 

206440 AT&T 41.44 

206441 CENTURY LINK 50.15 

206442 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.84 

206443 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,190.25 
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206444 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

206445 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 110.74 

206446 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 7,071.29 

206447 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 23,807.23 

206448 NEMONT 28.50 

206449 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 6,149.48 

206450 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 4,023.83 

206451 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 42.30 

206452 VERIZON WIRELESS 4,920.34 

206453 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 460.61 

206454 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 251.52 

206455 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 1,142.59 

206456 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

206457 BADLANDS HARDWARE 432.80 

206458 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE 63.00 

206459 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 24.67 

206460 CROSS/ROBERT 39.20 

206461 DW EXCAVATING 3,680.00 

206462 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 746.70 

206463 FLAGSHOOTER LLC 421.88 

206464 HEGGEN NELSON ENGINEERING 2,549.90 

206465 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC 895.00 

206466 JELLESED/LEIF L. 40.32 

206467 LUND OIL, INC. 969.45 

206468 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 13.00 

206469 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 57.31 

206470 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. 55.00 

206471 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,547.70 

206472 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 41.22 

206473 OK TIRE STORE 1,266.79 

206474 PRO FORMS 305.22 

206475 PUMP SYSTEMS, INC. 710.47 

206476 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 96.05 

206477 SHAFFER/JEFF 27.50 

206478 USA BLUE BOOK 4,573.12 

206479 USDA FOREST SERVICE 272.80 

206480 VOGEL LAW FIRM 1,381.00 

206481-501 OCTOBER 24TH PAYROLL 444,830.80 

206502-505 OCTOBER 28TH PAYROLL 1,436.05 

206506 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMMISSIONER 314.71 
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 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 6, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on November 
6, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Weed Board Chairman Howdy Lawlar requested approval to reserve the vacant 

mobile home at Patriot Lodging until January 1, 2015, for Andrea Higgins who has been 
offered the Weed Control Officer position.  The Board agreed to hold the mobile home 
for Higgins until January 1, 2015. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cakyo, to approve the Minutes, bills, and 

Treasurer’s Report as presented including four bills to be paid during payouts to 
Southwest Multi-County, Veit, Thompson Drilling, and United Prairie Cooperative.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Gene Veeder updated the Board on the status of the Cherry Creek Trailer Park 

and presented a draft purchase agreement for approval.  The Board tabled action until 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker can review the purchase agreement. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Chinn, to approve a $50,000 contribution to 

Crash-Sues Public Relations website project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to accept the bid from Knife River 

Corporation for $5,339,400.00 for 132nd Ave Reconstruction.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Jessica Karls, KLJ representative, presented a feasibility analysis for realignment 

of County Route 12 where it routes off the section line. 
 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request from PWD 

Kanwar to execute a contract agreement with KLJ for engineering and surveying 
services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mike Dollinger updated the Board on current construction projects.  He reported 

that he would like to have Brozs Engineering design and county dirt crew rebuild Route 
34. 

 
Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to purchased processed millings from 

Border States for $10.00/yard.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The Board approved Dollinger’s request to seek proposals from sign vendors to 

bring the County Sign Program up to date. 
 
Landfill Director Schreiber updated the Board on the Landfill Cell 6 project and 

landfill operations.  Schreiber presented proposals for a 5600 Toolcat.  The Board 
approved advertisement for bid for purchase of the 5600 Toolcat. 

 
Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the fuel bid from Rolfson Oil, 

all fuels, all locations.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Dustin Wagner, MudMen, updated the Board on the dredging of the Arnegard 

Dam.  
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:55 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the Rolling Hills Subdivision 
Special Assessment District with a 15 year payback.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Brian Kempenich, Whiting Oil & Gas, presented an updated legal description for 
a section line discontinuation request.  Section line discontinuation will be re-advertised 
in the McKenzie County Farmer and a public hearing has been scheduled for 1:00 p.m. 
December 2, 2014.  
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 

WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in, 
NW1/4NE1/4 and the NE1/4NW1/4 of Section 23 & SW1/4SE1/4 of Section 14, 
Township 149 North, Range 94 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 

A tract of land located in the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE1/4) and the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) of 
Section 23, Township 149 North, Range 94 West and the Southwest Quarter (SW1/4) of 
the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section 14, Township 149 North, Range 94 West, of 
the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, being sixty-six feet 
(66’) in width, lying thirty three feet (33’) on each side of the section line and extending 
twenty feet (20’) outside the proposed pad R-O-W, better described as follows: 
 

Commencing at the Southwest Corner of Section 14, Township 149 North, 
Range 94 West (Found Brass Cap); thence, North 87°42’43” East, a distance of 478.08 
feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; 
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thence, South 88°19’39” East a distance of 1128.85’, to a point which bears 
South 67°32’28” West a distance of 80.64’ to the South Quarter Corner of 
Section 14, Township 149 North, Range 94 West (Found Brass Cap); 
thence, South 14°21’54” East a distance of 40.02’; 
thence, South 41°05’28” West a distance of 35.66’; 
thence, North 88°19’40” West a distance of 1073.25’; 
thence, North 38°16’36” West a distance of 68.64’; 
thence, North 01°56’21” East a distance of 13.40’, to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, said tract containing 73,571 square feet or 1.69 acres, more or 
less. 

  
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North 
Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby present, and 
 
 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Chinn, seconded 
by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 

WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in, 
NW1/4NE1/4 of Section 27 & SW1/4SE1/4 of Section 22, Township 149 North, Range 
94 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County 
Auditor, being further described as: 
 

A tract of land located in the Northwest Quarter (NW1/4) of the Northeast Quarter 
(NE1/4) of Section 27, Township 149 North, Range 94 West and the Southwest Quarter 
(SW1/4) of the Southeast Quarter (SE1/4) of Section 22, Township 149 North, Range 
94 West, of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, sixty-
six feet (66’) in width, lying thirty three feet (33’) on each side of the section line and 
extending twenty feet (20’) outside the proposed pad R-O-W, better described as 
follows: 
 

Commencing at the Northeast Corner of Section 27, Township 149 North, Range 
94 West (Found Brass Cap); thence, North 89°24’09” West, a distance of 1795.51 feet 
to the POINT OF BEGINNING; 

thence, North 88°20’58” West a distance of 684.05 feet, to a point which bears 
North 76°50’53” West a distance of 165.53’ to the North Quarter Corner of 
Section 27, Township 149 North, Range 94 West (Found Brass Cap); 
thence, North 08°17’46” East a distance of 66.47 feet; 
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thence, South 88°20’58” East a distance of 700.77 feet; 
thence, South 00°42’17” West a distance of 44.37 feet; 
thence, South 50°54’25” West a distance of 33.19 feet, to the POINT OF 
BEGINNING, said tract containing 46,278 square feet or 1.06 acres, more or 
less. 

  
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Thursday, November 6, 2014 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North 
Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Chinn, Lawlar and Nordby present, and 
 
 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Lawlar, seconded 
by Commissioner Cayko, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Lawlar, to approve all items on the Planning & 
Zoning Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the purchase agreement with 
amended language recommended by State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, for land purchase 
from the Bolkens for $1,850,000.00 for the LSS Essential Service Employee Housing 
project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker recommended that the County not sign the XTO 
Division Order, Mandal 41X-29C Sections 29 & 32, Township 149N, Range 97W.  
Rodenbiker reported that he had not heard back from Triangle USA Petroleum 
regarding the Oil & Gas lease with legal discrepancies.  Rodenbiker also reported that 
he was seeking additional information on the royalty overpayment request from SM 
Energy on a well located in Section 20, Township 149N, Range 104W. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Nordby, to approve $2,500.00 bonus for Malissa 
Schroeder and Kellie Farnsworth for additional work duties associated with the 
temporary offices.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Meeting recessed at 3:37 p.m. until November 19, 2014 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

November 18, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on November 
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18, 2014, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. to interview candidates for the Highway 
Superintendent position.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, 
Roger Chinn, Doug Nordby, and Richard Lawlar and PWD Kanwar. 

 

 

November 18, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on November 
18, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Richard Cayko, Roger Chinn, Doug 
Nordby, Richard Lawlar, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Cayko, to approve advertising for a public 
hearing for partial closure of section line between Sections 23 and 24, Township 151 
North, Range 94 West.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Public hearing is scheduled for 
1:00 p.m. on December 16, 2014. 
 
 Rick Deutch, Three Forks Venture, requested forgiveness of a $5,000 approach 
fine.  Moved by Chinn, seconded by Nordby, to adjust the fine to $1,000 as commercial 
use of the approach is in doubt.  Nordby recommended they discontinue use of the 
approach and construct the new approach as soon as possible.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Chinn, to appoint Crystal Mulder to the County 
Housing Authority Board with term expiring October 29, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Moved by Cayko, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the following resolution 
supporting the GPT formula change.   

 
RESOLUTION TO NDAOGPC 

 
Whereas the North Dakota Association of Oil and Gas producing counties represent the 
region and communities that produce oil and gas; 
 
And whereas the region and communities are experiencing significant impacts from the 
development of oil and gas; 
 
And whereas the financial impacts on the communities have been and continue to be 
extensive; 
 
And whereas the political subdivisions do not have the ability to collect taxes from the 
production of the oil and gas to support the infrastructure and community development 
needs; 
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And whereas the state has the responsibility to distribute the funds appropriately; 
 
Be it hereby resolved that we support the call for changing the distribution of the Gross 
Production Tax from 75% State share and 25% local share to 40% State share and 
60% local share.  The change in the formula will support the development today at 
approximately at the same level of 30% that the state is investing in the Legacy Fund for 
the future. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Chinn, seconded by Lawlar, to approve the raffle permit application 
from the Keene Fire Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Anderson reported that Judge Schmidt is asking to relocate the 
second judge to the upper floor and remodel the vault with office space for the two 
recorders.  Action tabled until Judge Schmidt could provide funding answers from the 
State. 
 
 The Board approved the additional lighting expense for the exterior of the new 
Courthouse building. 
 
 Moved by Cayko, seconded by Nordby, to approve the water bills as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Alan Ibach, NRG, presented several electronic options to the Board for meeting 
materials. 
 
 Librarian Crystal Slaubaugh requested authorization to move forward with 
Library2Go now, which is in the 2015 budget and for new studded tires for the 
Bookmobile.  Moved by Lawlar, seconded by Cayko, to approve the library funding 
request for studded tires ($3,600) and Library2Go ($3,000).  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Mark Schneider and Darin Langerud, ND Atmospheric Resources, presented the 
2014 Final Weather Modification Report and notified the County that County contract 
needs to be renewed prior to March 10, 2015. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker reported to the Board that he has hired an Assistant 
State’s Attorney, Stephenie Davis, who will begin work in January 2015. 
 
 Judge Schmidt reported that the State will pay for IT and wiring costs associated 
with modifying the Court space.  The County will be responsible for all other costs.  The 
Board approves the modification. 
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The meeting adjourned at 3:51 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on December 2, 2014. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Ronald A. Anderson, Chairman 
 
 

206507 MCKENZIE COUNTY TREASURER 13.44 

206508 ACCUSOURCE INC. 965.45 

206509 ACKERMAN-ESTVOLD 347.85 

206510 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 176.23 

206511 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 50.00 

206512 AMAN/KELSEY 987.57 

206513 ANDERSON REFRIGERATION 170.00 

206514 ANDERSON/STANLEY 1183.25 

206515 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 1545.00 

206516 ARNEGARD/STACY 535.24 

206517 ARROW SERVICE TEAM 1000.00 

206518 BADLANDS HARDWARE 1252.72 

206519 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE 25200.00 

206520 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 1836.00 

206521 BAKER & TAYLOR 668.22 

206522 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 547.03 

206523 BATEMAN/TRAVIS 500.00 

206524 BAUMAN/BARBARA 403.20 

206525 BEST WESTERN FARGO DOUBLEWOOD INN 224.10 

206526 BIG BOYS TOYS 241.45 

206527 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE 496.91 

206528 BLUE LUBE 49.99 

206529 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 6536.52 

206530 BONE/LINDALEE M 170.03 

206531 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 6356818.16 

206532 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

206533 BRENNA/TAMMY 40.32 

206534 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 134557.50 
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206535 BURNS & MCDONNELL 147233.41 

206536 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 418354.94 

206537 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 1794.00 

206538 C&D WATER SERVICES 110.00 

206539 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

206540 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 182.77 

206541 CCCS, INC. 56601.62 

206542 CENEX FLEETCARD 678.92 

206543 CENTURY LINK 321.27 

206544 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 869.26 

206545 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

206546 CHISHOLM/AARON 75.00 

206547 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 453.49 

206548 COMFORT INN 696.00 

206549 COMFORT SUITES 834.00 

206550 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2734.71 

206551 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 6.00 

206552 DACOTAH PAPER CO. 3250.60 

206553 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES 129.80 

206554 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 72.00 

206555 DAYS INN 379.80 

206556 DELL MARKETING L.P. 354.12 

206557 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC. 1048.65 

206558 DS SOLUTIONS, INC. 150.00 

206560 EPIC ENGINEERING 124.00 

206561 EVANSON/TAMMY 180.00 

206562 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 3817.70 

206563 FICKEN/MICHAEL 534.88 

206564 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

206565 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 9516.00 

206566 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 2821.00 

206567 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 215.89 

206568 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 192971.61 

206569 FOSS/BONNIE 52.50 

206570 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 170.00 

206571 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 644.36 

206572 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 6587.50 

206573 GEMPLER'S INC. 32.55 

206574 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 145.00 

206575 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 54.00 

206576 GRANTIER/CHERYL 279.66 

206577 GROSS/HEIDI 491.91 

206578 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 
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206579 HANNAHER'S 227703.60 

206580 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 215.04 

206581 HEDAHL'S INC. 234.52 

206582 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 130.22 

206583 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 401.08 

206584 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 42691.84 

206585 HORIZON RESOURCES 264.88 

206586 HULSING & ASSOCIATES 12953.31 

206587 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC 116.00 

206588 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 65267.41 

206589 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 255.50 

206590 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 76962.65 

206591 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS 648.30 

206592 IVERSON/DICK 39.20 

206593 JACK & JILL 39.32 

206594 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

206595 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW 55.50 

206596 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5000.00 

206597 JOHNSRUD/ANN 274.00 

206598 JORGENSON/FAYE 223.92 

206599 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. 99135.32 

206600 KDSR RADIO SERVICES 440.00 

206601 KELLY INN 74.70 

206602 KIESON/CAROL 273.00 

206603 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 13415.69 

206604 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 110.00 

206605 LAWLAR/RICHARD 53.76 

206606 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

206607 LEWIS/JAY 13.44 

206608 LEXIPOL LLC 4450.00 

206609 LUND OIL, INC. 23543.94 

206610 MARCO, INC. 1983.18 

206611 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

206612 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 724.64 

206613 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 5459.43 

206614 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 5000.00 

206615 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 2296.69 

206616 MCNANEY/CHARLES 41.44 

206617 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

206618 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 1380.00 

206619 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 1192.15 

206620 MICROMARKETING LLC 251.60 

206621 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS 14559.50 
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206622 MINOT DAILY NEWS 130.00 

206623 MOHAVE ENGINEERING ASSOCIATES, INC. 379.16 

206624 MONTANA-DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 6972.22 

206625 MORCOMBE/JESSICA 500.00 

206626 MOTOROLA 1976.43 

206627 MRACHEK/KRIS 252.00 

206628 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 148.12 

206629 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. 220.00 

206630 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION 350.14 

206631 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 11752.02 

206632 ND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ASSN. 2500.00 

206633 NDAAO 280.00 

206634 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 40750.11 

206635 NDACS SPELLING BEE 300.00 

206636 NDACSSB 49.00 

206637 NDPOA 30.00 

206638 NORBY/LYNETTE 78.40 

206639 NORDBY/LORI 308.30 

206640 NORTH STAR ENERGY CONST. 74700.00 

206641 NORTH STAR SAFETY INC. 965.21 

206642 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 16.62 

206643 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 11127.00 

206644 NSC MINERALS, LTD 8813.54 

206645 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 1139.89 

206646 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC 24462.00 

206647 OK TIRE STORE 109.36 

206648 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 

206649 OLSON/JEREMY 82.32 

206650 PARRISH/CALVIN 245.00 

206651 PEERY/SANDY 356.58 

206652 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

206653 PITNEY BOWES INC. 70.54 

206654 PLAYNETWORK, INC. 89.85 

206655 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 524413.95 

206656 POSITIVE ID INC. 24.15 

206657 PRAXAIR 624.27 

206658 QUILL CORPORATION 203.37 

206659 RAMKOTA HOTEL 1803.40 

206660 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 9060.22 

206661 REED/LORELEI 800.00 

206662 REIL/DOROTHY 112.00 

206663 RESPOND SYSTEMS 302.22 

206664 RICOH PRODUCTION PRINT SOLUTIONS LLC 345.00 



40 
 

206665 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. 89846.40 

206666 RIVER AGGREGATES, LLC 5100.00 

206667 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE 166.30 

206668 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 377.67 

206669 RODAN TRANSPORT (USA) LTD 2170.00 

206670 RODENBIKER/JACOB 257.04 

206671 ROLFSON OIL 43092.33 

206672 ROLFSON/MATTHEW 82.04 

206673 ROOT CONSTRUCTION, INC. 930.00 

206674 RYAN/KARLA 15.00 

206675 SAMUELSON/JERRY 870.88 

206676 SANDNESS LAW OFFICE 99.00 

206677 SANFORD HEALTH 925.00 

206678 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE 356.58 

206679 SCHMITZ/MICHAEL 2000.00 

206680 SCHUH/JOHN M 827.20 

206681 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2965.00 

206682 SEA CHANGE PRINTING & MARKETING SRV.L 90.00 

206683 SHELDEN/JENNIFER 1442.48 

206684 SHOPPER/THE 1260.00 

206685 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

206686 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 500.00 

206687 SIVERTSON/DONALD 954.64 

206688 SOLBERG/BRAD 78.40 

206689 SONDROL/KARLA 500.00 

206690 SORENSON/DESIREE 502.71 

206691 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 1086.39 

206692 STEIN'S INC. 578.24 

206693 STRATA CORPORATION 12160.00 

206694 SUPERIOR LAMP INC. 854.40 

206695 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 424.90 

206696 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO. 5736.51 

206697 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 1730.50 

206698 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 589.84 

206699 THOMPSON/KAREN 74.16 

206700 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.75 

206701 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC. 21675.00 

206702 TITANIUM PLUMBING 95.00 

206703 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 7120.75 

206704 TRANE U.S. INC. 345.00 

206705 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 21.55 

206706 UPSTART 48.75 

206707 VISA 6104.20 
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206708 WALL STREET JOURNAL/THE 99.00 

206709 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 11.73 

206710 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 6350.00 

206711 WE INTEGRATE 3268.00 

206712 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 2153.07 

206713 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING 985.00 

206714 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 4050.00 

206715 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 18565.98 

206716 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 687.50 

206717 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. 831.30 

206718 WISNESS/PAUL 201.60 

206719 XEROX CORPORATION 142.88 

206720 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 418832.42 

206721 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC 179.79 

206722-748 NOVEMBER 7 PAYROLL 440145.26 

206749 ARIAS/LOGAN 175.00 

206750 ARNEGARD/MARY SUSAN 225.00 

206751 BAYE/LORRAINE 175.00 

206752 BERDAHL/CARLOTTA 175.00 

206753 BERG/A. CELESTE 175.00 

206754 BOHMBACH/JULIE 200.00 

206755 CARSON/BRENDA 200.00 

206756 CLAIRMONT/DELAINE 200.00 

206757 CONDON/DEVONA 200.00 

206758 CURREN/BARBARA A 225.00 

206759 DWYER/TORI 200.00 

206760 FLECK/CARLA 300.00 

206761 FLECK/LOIS 200.00 

206762 FOLKVORD/PATRICIA 200.00 

206763 GRASSY BUTTE COMMUNITY HALL 45.00 

206764 HANDY-PERMENTER/SHERRIE 175.00 

206765 HILLYARD/JANICE 200.00 

206766 HOSIE/KELLY JO 165.00 

206767 HOVDE/PATRICIA 175.00 

206768 JOHNSON/CYLEE 300.00 

206769 JOHNSTON/JANET 175.00 

206770 KACZMAR/KRYSTELYN 200.00 

206771 KARST/ANITA 200.00 

206772 KINDEL/MARY 175.00 

206773 KLOSE/KAREN 300.00 

206774 KLOSE/SANDRA 200.00 

206775 LASSEY/JUDITH 300.00 

206776 LAUTENSCHLAGER/BRENDA 225.00 
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206777 LEISETH/PATTI 175.00 

206778 LEISETH/SHARON 175.00 

206779 LELAND/ARDEHL 200.00 

206780 LEVANG/PATSY 165.00 

206781 LEWIS/SARAH 175.00 

206782 METCALF/KAREN 200.00 

206783 MEUTH/TIM 175.00 

206784 MINOW/JULIE 300.00 

206785 MOE/MAUREEN 200.00 

206786 O'CONNOR/KAY D 175.00 

206787 OAKLAND/JANICE 200.00 

206788 OLSON/FRANCES M. 225.00 

206789 ORF/DOREEN 200.00 

206790 PAULSON/LINDA K. 200.00 

206791 POWELL/MISTY L 175.00 

206792 REICHENBACH/BEVERLY A 200.00 

206793 REIL/DOROTHY 140.00 

206794 ROLFSRUD/DEBBIE 175.00 

206795 SCHLOTHAUER/LORETTA 200.00 

206796 SHAIDE/SHARON 200.00 

206797 SORENSON/JENNIFER 175.00 

206798 SPOTTED HORSE/JEANINE 300.00 

206799 SPOTTED HORSE/MARIE 200.00 

206800 THOMPSON/SHARLEEN 300.00 

206801 TJELDE/ELAINE 200.00 

206802 TRANSTROM/NANCY 140.00 

206803 WAYNE/RODE 165.00 

206804 WISNESS/JULIE A 200.00 

206805 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1140.20 

206806 CAYKO/RICHARD 464.40 

206807 CHINN/ROGER 1035.64 

206808 CRASH+SUES 50000.00 

206809 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 3267.56 

206810 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 109.25 

206811 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1000.00 

206812 ND STATE TREASURER 462.45 

206813 NORDBY JR/DOUG M 598.00 

206814 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 46931.55 

206815 THOMPSON DRILLING 8887.70 

206816 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 4965.51 

206817 VEIT & COMPANY INC. 1115665.29 

206818 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 3188.40 

206819 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 578.00 



43 
 

206820 BADLANDS HARDWARE 7.20 

206821 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 137.14 

206822 DAKOTA PUMP & CONTROL 109.00 

206823 DW EXCAVATING 16200.00 

206824 ENGINEERING AMERICA INC. 99000.00 

206825 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 373.88 

206826 FERGUSON WATERWORKS 1031.99 

206827 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC 1105.00 

206828 LUND OIL, INC. 1179.19 

206829 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 43.00 

206830 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 86.23 

206831 ND WATER USERS ASSOCIATION 175.00 

206832 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1871.10 

206833 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 27.54 

206834 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 98.35 

206835 SDSWMA 900.00 

206836 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION 7790.50 

206837 AT&T 41.59 

206838 CENTURY LINK 50.18 

206839 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.73 

206840 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1188.90 

206841 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 105.28 

206842 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 2554.32 

206843 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 6086.38 

206844 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 11060.93 

206845 NEMONT 28.50 

206846 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 6245.62 

206847 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 4072.67 

206848 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 585.32 

206849 VERIZON WIRELESS 4732.24 

206850 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 1663.31 

206854-871 NOVEMBER 21 PAYROLL 431301.47 

206872 FARNSWORTH/KELLIE 450.00 
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 OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 2, 2014 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on December 
2, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, Kathy 
Skarda, Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Anderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
The Chairman turned the meeting over to Auditor Svihovec for reorganization.  

Commissioner Nordby nominated Commissioner Cayko as Chairman.  Moved by 
Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Best, that nominations cease and 
a unanimous ballot be cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Commissioner 
Anderson nominated Commissioner Nordby as Vice Chairman.  Moved by 
Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Cayko, that nominations cease 
and a unanimous ballot be cast for Commissioner Nordby.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Commissioner Cayko then assumed the chair.    

 
Treasurer Grantier presented an amended Treasurer’s Report for the period 

ending October 31, 2014, and the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending November 
30, 2014.  Grantier was directed to close the Landfill Postclosure Fund CD and transfer 
the funds to the General Fund. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented including an additional voucher to Kellie Farnsworth for 
security deposit reimbursement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Best to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission and Commissioner Skarda to the NW Human Service Center Council and 
the Library Board. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board that he has not heard back from 

Triangle USA Petroleum on the oil and gas lease which has mineral acre discrepancies.  
Rodenbiker also updated the Board on the purchase agreement and hospital leases on 
the Bolken property. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the liquor license renewal 

applications as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best to appoint the following persons to County 

Boards.  JDA Board, 3 year term expiring December 31, 2017: Denton Zubke, Paul 
Wisness, Jeff Kummer.  Library Board, 3 year term expiring December 31, 2017: 
Michon Sax (2nd term), Cecile Long (1st term).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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State’s Attorney Rodenbiker requested office space modifications to the State’s 

Attorney’s Office.  The Board supported the request. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the request from Blackhawk 

Trucking to waive the penalty on unpaid 2013 property tax on Parcel #03-00-10090 due 
to not receiving notice until November on taxes and penalty due on omitted building 
value added in September.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar and representatives from HDR updated the Board on the Northern 

Bypass project.  Cory Claussen, True North Steel, presented steel bridge options to the 
Board for consideration in future projects.  Representatives from Ulteig updated the 
Board on the Route 27 project.  Joel Wilt, NDDOT Williston District, answered questions 
and responded to concerns regarding signage and lighting on the new Highway 23 
bypass.   

 
PWD Kanwar presented the Spot Bidding Policy for fuel bidding.  The Board 

agrees with the policy and asked State’s Attorney Rodenbiker to review the policy. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the electrical quote for the 

landfill scale house from Dakota Electric for $27,900.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:55 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with Commissioners Cayko, Nordby, 

Anderson, and Best. 
 
A public hearing regarding Whiting Oil & Gas section line discontinuation request 

was held at 1:00 p.m.  No members of the public were present. 
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in, S1/2 of 

Section 11 & N1/2 of Section 14, Township 150 North, Range 104 West of the 5th 
Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being 
further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the North half (N½) of Section Fourteen (14) and the 

South half (S½) of Section Eleven (11), Township One Hundred Fifty North (T150N), 
Range One Hundred Four West (R104W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), 
McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A Strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-
Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line: 

 
Commencing at the North Quarter corner of said Section Fourteen (14) thence N 

89°55’55” E, a distance of 66.00 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing S 
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89°55’55” E, a distance of 596.50 feet to the point of terminus, located N 89°55’55” W, a 
distance of 1967.51 feet from the Northeast corner of said Section Fourteen (14).   

 
Said strip of land has a total length of 596.50 feet and contains 0.90 acres more 

or less. 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, December 6, 2014 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North 
Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 4 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning and Zoning 
Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the hiring of a receptionist 
for Planning and Zoning and Public Works, a position in the 2015 budget, now to assist 
in training the new person.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Skarda joined the meeting at 1:19 p.m.   
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of a 2011 
Yukon for Social Services to replace the Yukon that was damaged in an accident in 
Dickinson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve enrollment in Village Family 
Services Employee Assistance Program for one year, at a cost of approximately 
$4,500.00/year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Cameron Arnegard presented an Arnegard City community development project 
proposal for the Commission to review.  The Board supported the concept for 
community improvement. 
 
 Mark Sovig updated the Board regarding his affiliation as a PR representative for 
Hess Corporation. 
 
 The Board agreed to enter one year leases with Patriot Lodging, LLC for two 
units containing three bedrooms and one bathroom each for employee housing.  Leases 
will begin in January 2015. 
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 The meeting recessed at 3:35 p.m. until December 16, 2014, at 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

December 4, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on December 
4, 2014, with the Department Heads and Fox Lawson and Associates to discuss the 
Salary Survey being prepared for the County.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, 
Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best.   

 

 

December 5, 2014 – Special Meeting 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on December 
5, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, Kathy 
Skarda, Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  
Commissioner Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the resignation letter from Treasurer 
Cheryl Grantier.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker explained options for combining offices 
and temporary options for office operations. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to accept the resignation of Treasurer 
Grantier.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to appoint Auditor Linda Svihovec as 
Acting Treasurer until the Treasurer position is filled.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Meeting recessed at 11:15 a.m.   
 
 

December 16, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on December 
16, 2014.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, Kathy Skarda, 
Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Nordby was absent.  Commissioner Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the status of the Triangle USA 
Petroleum Lease for Mandal Federal 41X-29C, Sections 29 & 32, T149N, R97W.  
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Rodenbiker stated the discrepancies had been corrected and lease was ready to sign.  
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to execute the lease with Triangle USA 
Petroleum.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to appoint Gene Transtrom and James 
Jacobson to the School Reorganization Board with terms ending December 31, 2017.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the 2015 beer and liquor 
renewal license from the Eagles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the NRG annual service 
agreement for 2015 for $8,689.00/month.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to add Linda Svihovec, Erica Johnsrud, 
and Brad Solberg to the signature cards for the McKenzie County Bank accounts.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 After discussion, it was moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to implement the 
5% cost of living adjustment with an effective date of January 1, 2015, for all employees 
employed on January 1, 2015, regardless of hire date.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 

WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in, SE¼SE¼ of 
Section 23 & SW¼SW¼ of Section 24, Township 151 North, Range 94 West of the 5th 
Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being 
further described as: 
 

A 66’ wide public access right-of-way 33’ on each side of the following described 
section line. 
 

Beginning at a Southeast corner of Section 23, T151 N, R94W, 5th P.M., thence 
N00°01’32”E 448.60’, along the section line, to P.O.S.L. #1 which bears S00°01’32”W 
4826.30’ from the Northeast corner of said Section 23.  Basis of bearings is a G.P.S. 
Observation.  Contains 0.680 acres more or less. 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, December 16, 2014 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Fairgrounds, Watford City, North 
Dakota, with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 
 WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Best, and a vote of 4 aye and 0 nay,  
 

ejohnsrud
Text Box
**See corrected minutes-March 3, 2015
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 IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Planning and Zoning 
Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Howdy Lawlar, Steve Sanford, and Warren Jarland, McKenzie County Rural Fire 
District, requested $97,500 contribution to cover weekend call costs which will cover 
meals, lodging, and time for four firemen each weekend.  Moved by Anderson, 
seconded by Skarda, to approve the funding request of $97,500 for the McKenzie 
County Rural Fire District.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lawlar also presented a funding request for $240,000 for a rescue/extrication unit 
on behalf of Alexander Rural FD #2, as Lance Powell was called to an accident during 
the meeting.  Lawlar was not able to address questions regarding funding for the 
Alexander Fire Department.  The Board tabled a decision on the request until the 
January 6, 2015, meeting.   
 
 Karolin Rockvoy and Jerry Samuelson presented information to the Board 
regarding safety issues at the Highway 85/Highway 68 intersections.  Rockvoy reported 
that she had discussions with the NDDOT and will be meeting face-to-face with the 
District Engineer in Williston to discuss her concerns. 
 
 Commissioner Nordby arrived at the meeting at 2:38 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to authorize Jerry Samuelson to 
request sick leave donations for Rocky Norton, due to work related injury medical 
appointments.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Gene Veeder updated the Board on the additional property for purchase for the 
LSS-based housing project.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to accept the 
proposal to purchase Lots 10, 11, and 12, Block 2, 2nd Addition to Cherry Creek to 
Watford City from the WC Hockey Club for $105,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to accept the proposal to purchase 
Lots 4, 5, and 6, Block 2, 2nd Addition to Cherry Creek to Watford City from Doug and 
Kristen Bolken for $370,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dan Brosz, Brosz Engineering, updated the Board on their operations in Watford 
City and McKenzie County.  They opened an office in Watford City this summer and 
Brady Bertram and his family have moved to Watford City and he is staffing the office. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the water bills and others, 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Todd Mitzel, ICON Architectural Group, presented recommendations from the 
Law Enforcement Committee who interviewed three companies for construction 
management services on the Law Enforcement project.  Moved by Anderson, seconded 
by Skarda, to award the contract to Constructions Engineers for the Construction 
Manager At-Risk on the LE Center project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Representatives Keith Kempenich and Denton Zubke updated the Board on 
current legislative proposals. 
 
 The meeting recessed at 4:20 p.m. until a joint Commission and Planning and 
Zoning Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 
 The Joint Commission and Planning and Zoning Committee meeting was called 
to order at 5:30 p.m.  All five Commissioners, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker were present.  Also in attendance was Planner Hadley, Jennifer 
Shelden, Lindsey Perusich, Zoning Attorney Ari Johnson, and members of the Planning 
and Zoning Committee.  Discussion was held between the groups on the Planning and 
Zoning Process.  Concerns about consistency were brought before the Board, as well 
as concerns over enforcement of the zoning process.  A map of the zoning around the 
highway bypasses was presented and discussed.   
 

The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. until 9:00 a.m. on January 6, 2015. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

206873 ACCUSOURCE INC. 350.00 

206874 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 3,402.11 

206875 ALCO STORES INC. 15.29 

206876 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 158.50 

206877 AMAN/KELSEY 150.10 

206878 AMERICAN ENGINEERING TESTING, INC. 10,908.42 

206879 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS 228.56 

206880 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 994.60 

206881 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 495.00 

206882 ARNEGARD/STACY 161.86 

206883 ARROW SERVICE TEAM 1,000.00 
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206884 BADLANDS HARDWARE 953.24 

206885 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 850.00 

206886 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 20,570.00 

206887 BAKER & TAYLOR 286.66 

206888 BAKKEN TIRE FACTORY 4,181.07 

206889 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 2,714.34 

206890 BARKER CO./BOB 165.02 

206891 BARRETT PHARMACY 995.98 

206892 BEICEGEL STATION 67.33 

206893 BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL 163.98 

206894 BLUE LUBE 135.13 

206895 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 139.85 

206896 BONE/LINDALEE M 155.12 

206897 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 1,769,247.32 

206898 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

206899 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 111,410.80 

206900 BROWN/COREY 50.00 

206901 BROWN/DEAN K. 10.00 

206902 BURKE CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 179.20 

206903 BURNS & MCDONNELL 46,166.03 

206904 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 59,909.92 

206905 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 5,978.78 

206906 C&D WATER SERVICES 69.50 

206907 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

206908 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 525.95 

206909 CAYKO/RICHARD 251.60 

206910 CCCS, INC. 17,800.00 

206911 CENEX FLEETCARD 529.65 

206912 CENTURY LINK 321.27 

206913 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

206914 CHINN/ROGER 791.48 

206915 COMFORT INN 592.00 

206916 COMFORT SUITES 296.00 

206917 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,734.71 

206918 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 2,273,904.74 

206919 CORPORATE TRANSLATION SERVICES, INC 25.17 

206920 CRIMCO DOORS 85.00 

206921 CROSS POINT CHURCH 380.00 

206922 DAKOTA BACKUP & RECOVERY 588.00 

206923 DAKOTA DIESEL USA, INC. 400.50 

206924 DOLLINGER/KYLE 261.04 

206925 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE 43.50 

206926 EXPRESSWAY SUITES 298.80 
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206927 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 3,971.34 

206928 FARNSWORTH/KELLIE 800.00 

206929 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

206930 FINSAAS/DARRELL 48.16 

206931 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 672.00 

206932 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 3,130.00 

206933 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 169.34 

206934 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 90,976.94 

206935 FOSS/BONNIE 278.32 

206936 FREELINC 3,005.28 

206937 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 3,892.25 

206938 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 408.60 

206939 GALLS INCORPORATED 406.91 

206940 GEM CITY MOTORS 1,113.57 

206941 GRAND INTERNATIONAL INN 91.80 

206942 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC. 27.00 

206943 GROSS/HEIDI 779.92 

206944 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

206945 HEDAHL'S INC. 508.80 

206946 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 7,927.33 

206947 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 5,884.14 

206948 HOLTE/KAREN L. 251.58 

206949 HORIZON RESOURCES 488.25 

206950 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 255.50 

206951 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 67,573.25 

206952 JACK & JILL 2,927.54 

206953 JAMAR COMPANY 1,084.00 

206954 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

206955 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,000.00 

206956 JOHNSRUD/ANN 50.00 

206957 JOHNSRUD/ERICA 195.53 

206958 JOY DENTAL DESIGN 94.00 

206959 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. 79,546.31 

206960 KANWAR/SUHAIL 521.32 

206961 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 3,432.20 

206962 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 110.00 

206963 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 8,875.60 

206964 KUMMER'S PUMPING 400.00 

206965 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 62.86 

206966 LSC ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS, LLC 20,620.00 

206967 LUND OIL, INC. 9,155.49 

206968 LYLE SIGNS INC. 487.64 

206969 MACIEJEWSKI/DEBORAH 50.50 
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206970 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 1,091.88 

206971 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 1,825.45 

206972 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 5,152.60 

206973 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 

206974 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA 345.00 

206975 MCNANEY/CHARLES 41.44 

206976 MECHAM/CINDY 140.00 

206977 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

206978 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 1,400.00 

206979 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 1,889.21 

206980 MORCOMBE/JESSICA 500.00 

206981 MOTOROLA 4,268.80 

206982 ND ASSN. OF ASSESSING OFFICERS 30.00 

206983 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 4,551.12 

206984 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 81,038.74 

206985 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 15,404.70 

206986 NORDBY/LORI 461.94 

206987 NSC MINERALS, LTD 11,609.79 

206988 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 247.07 

206989 OK AUTOMOTIVE 670.72 

206990 OK TIRE STORE 4,233.99 

206991 OLSON/DOUG 31.36 

206992 PARRISH/CALVIN 2,095.00 

206993 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

206994 PHARMCHEM. INC. 75.00 

206995 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 267,154.21 

206996 POSITIVE ID INC. 57.00 

206997 PRAETORIAN GROUP, INC. 1,995.00 

206998 RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL 174.60 

206999 RAMKOTA HOTEL 224.10 

207000 RAUSCH/FRED 850.00 

207001 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 55,532.22 

207002 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 33.00 

207003 RED CARPET 238.56 

207004 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 278.47 

207005 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 1,050.00 

207006 RESPOND SYSTEMS 434.74 

207007 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE 40.00 

207008 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 97.44 

207009 RODENBIKER/JACOB 726.00 

207010 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 155.00 

207011 ROLFSON OIL 48,565.41 

207012 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 282.00 
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207013 RYAN/KARLA 742.91 

207014 S & S MOTORS 1,363.22 

207015 SAMUELSON/JERRY 662.89 

207016 SCHMITZ/MICHAEL 500.00 

207017 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 2,375.00 

207018 SELECT FORD MERCURY 343.30 

207019 SEMBACH/SCOTT 500.00 

207020 SEVEN SEAS INN & CONFERENCE CENTER 298.80 

207021 SEWFINE EMBROIDERY 65.00 

207022 SHELDEN/JENNIFER 175.30 

207023 SHOPPER/THE 1,575.00 

207024 SINCLAIR/RYAN 574.18 

207025 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 500.00 

207026 SKURPEY/GREG 16.15 

207027 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL 50.00 

207028 SOLBERG/BRAD 21.00 

207029 SONDROL/KARLA 580.00 

207030 SORENSON/DESIREE 425.23 

207031 SPORTS AWARDS 102.08 

207032 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN 2,782.68 

207033 STARRY ELECTRIC, INC 2,110.00 

207034 STEIN'S INC. 52.24 

207035 SUNRISE HEATING AND COOLING 765.00 

207036 SUPERIOR SILK SCREENS 153.55 

207037 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO. 10,000.00 

207038 TAB ELECTRONICS 500.00 

207039 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES 1,257.60 

207040 TASER INTERNATIONAL 590.48 

207041 TAYLOR AG SERVICES, INC. 768.00 

207042 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 414.84 

207043 THOMPSON/KAREN 600.96 

207044 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.75 

207045 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 2,696.52 

207046 TITANIUM PLUMBING 814.00 

207047 TJ'S PIZZA 325.12 

207048 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 4,728.11 

207049 TRANE U.S. INC. 4,099.67 

207050 TRUCK VAULT 6,576.96 

207051 U-HAUL 243.60 

207052 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 25.50 

207053 VEIT & COMPANY INC. 675,805.45 

207054 VISA 6,965.31 

207055 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. 28.32 
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207056 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 7,210.00 

207057 WE INTEGRATE 2,574.00 

207058 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 12,144.00 

207059 WEST RIVER STRIPING CO. 2,167.52 

207060 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 860.16 

207061 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 1,500.00 

207062 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 21,708.38 

207063 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD 750.00 

207064 WOLD/JEAN 35.00 

207065 WOOD/LANE R 1,000.00 

207066 YOUTH SPORTS CLUB INC. 82.84 

207067 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 90,897.20 

207069-207086 DECEMBER 5, 2014 PAYROLL 439,010.82 

207087 ARNEGARD PARK DISTRICT 12.14 

207088 BASIN BROKERS, INC. 75,000.00 

207089 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 128.10 

207090 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 284.69 

207091 ND STATE TREASURER 188.07 

207092 ACME TOOLS 9,999.99 

207093 ALL AMERICAN SALES & SERVICE 4,284.00 

207094 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 50.00 

207095 BADLANDS HARDWARE 122.80 

207096 BAKKEN TIRE FACTORY 419.75 

207097 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 232.87 

207098 BURNS & MCDONNELL 7,939.31 

207099 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 126.71 

207100 COMFORT SUITES 74.00 

207101 CORPORATE TRANSLATION SERVICES, INC 17.96 

207102 CROSS/ROBERT 78.40 

207103 DW EXCAVATING 4,548.00 

207104 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG 4,936.63 

207105 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 742.42 

207106 FERGUSON WATERWORKS 447.43 

207107 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 19,105.00 

207108 FOX HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB 6,193.16 

207109 HANNAHER'S 240,977.51 

207110 HATHAWAY/KEVIN 759.92 

207111 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 50,400.00 

207112 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 501.75 

207113 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC 1,275.00 

207114 JELLESED/LEIF L. 40.32 

207115 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. 43,164.00 

207116 LUND OIL, INC. 1,138.88 
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207117 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 2,000.00 

207118 MON-DAK WATER & SEPTIC SERVICE 1,800.00 

207119 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 115.07 

207120 MURRAY/JOSH 30.00 

207121 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 11.50 

207122 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 1,200.00 

207123 ND SECRETARY OF STATE 5,038.77 

207124 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 373.00 

207125 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 520.20 

207126 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY 554.55 

207127 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 1,426.70 

207128 NOVAK/LARRY 34.72 

207129 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 214.53 

207130 OK TIRE STORE 39.95 

207131 PAULSON/KATIE 353.50 

207132 PRO FORMS 211.53 

207133 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 100.29 

207134 RYAN/KARLA 580.06 

207135 S & S MOTORS 32,066.67 

207136 SHAFFER/JEFF 63.00 

207137 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 56,003.56 

207138 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 938.40 

207139 TIRED IRON REPAIR 130.00 

207140 U S POSTMASTER 220.00 

207141 U.S. IMAGING 3,228.90 

207142 ULTEIG 331,776.12 

207143 UNDERWOOD/AMY 129.50 

207144 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 3,462.56 

207145 USA BLUE BOOK 1,059.21 

207146 USDA FOREST SERVICE 1,696.42 

207147 VIRTUOSO CONSTRUCTION 251,677.92 

207148 VOGEL LAW FIRM 3,293.50 

207149-207176 DECEMBER 19, 2014 PAYROLL 414,189.02 

207177 ANDERSON/MICHELE P 548.80 

207178 AT&T 41.34 

207179 CENTURY LINK 50.18 

207180 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 42.73 

207181 GIS WORKSHOP 17,510.00 

207182 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,190.25 

207183 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 110.74 

207184 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 10,924.03 

207185 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 7,694.28 

207186 NEMONT 28.50 
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207187 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 5,738.14 

207188 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 4,245.08 

207189 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 41.73 

207190 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. 16,770.00 

207191 VERIZON WIRELESS 4,653.37 

207192 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 786.02 

207193 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 50.00 

207194 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 587.48 

207195 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 240.00 

207196 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 6,000.00 

207197 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,608.73 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 6, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on January 6, 
2015.   Present: Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, Kathy 
Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. 
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending December 

31, 2014.   
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve publishing the 2015 salaries in 

the McKenzie County Farmer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve additional pay for 

employees to move County offices on the January 19th holiday.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby to send a letter of support for the 

Energy Infrastructure and Impact Office Grant for the Vision West program.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed the NDAOGPC proposal for a uniform spring load permit 

per truck fee.  The Board supported the concept but would like to have further 
discussion on the amount of the annual fee. 

 
Lance Powell, Alexander Rural Fire Department, requested funds to help 

purchase a crash rescue truck.  After discussion, the Board will follow up on this request 
after grants have been awarded. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve a 36 month contract renewal 

agreement with the State of North Dakota Department of Corrections for Mandan Youth 
Correctional and Detention Services at a per diem rate of $284.98.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.   

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to execute a contract with The Village 

Business Institute for an Employee Assistance Program. All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best to deny the raffle permit application from Ducks Unlimited.  
Motion died for lack of a second and therefore application denied.   

 
Mike Dollinger updated the Board on several Road and Bridge Department 

projects.  PWD Kanwar and representatives from Ulteig discussed shoulder and bridge 
options for Route 27.  The Board asked for a steel bridge to box culvert comparison.   

 
The Board was informed by Auditor Svihovec that ND Insurance Reserve has 

contacted her regarding the high number of accidents by County employees.  Risk 
Manager Jerry Samuelson is coordinating a defensive driving course for employees 
who drive County vehicles. 

 
Discussion was held on beginning a search for an HR Coordinator.   

 
The Board recessed for lunch at 11:40a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Jason Lalicker, Western Land Services, presented a request for section line 

discontinuation for a location on the Reservation.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by 
Nordby, to approve the request to advertise for public hearing for section line 
discontinuation for one well on the Reservation, scheduled for February 3, 2015, at 1:00 
p.m.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jeff Shaffer, Buffalo Hills Subdivision homeowner, presented a petition for 

section line discontinuation in Buffalo Hills Subdivision.  Moved by Anderson, seconded 
by Best, to approve the request to advertise for public hearing for section line within 
Buffalo Hills Subdivision, scheduled for February 3, 2015, at 1:00 p.m.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the revised contract with 

Sanford Airmed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the engagement letter 

from Whipplewood CPAs to perform contract services including bank reconciliations for 
all checking and money market accounts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Rick Schreiber, Arnegard Rural Fire Department, requested funds to purchase a 

new tender truck.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve $162,000 in 
funding for a new tender truck for Arnegard Rural Fire Department.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve changing Greg Skurupey’s 

employment classification from temporary to permanent full-time with benefits at his 
current hourly rate.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
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Sheriff Schwartzenberger updated the Board on the Sheriff Department 
operations.  Staffing, office space, and enforcement were discussed. 

 
The Board granted Auditor Svihovec the authority to pursue a full-time person to 

oversee the Housing Authority operations. 
 
A tentative parking map for the Courthouse was presented to the Board and 

discussed.  The Board approved the interim parking plan. 
 
Discussion was held on the status of the Treasurer’s Office.  State’s Attorney 

Rodenbiker will be sending out resolutions to the Board from other counties that have 
combined the Auditor’s and Treasurer’s Offices.   

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to appoint Brad Solberg as Treasurer.   

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
After further discussion on the Board’s intent to combine the Auditor’s and 

Treasurer’s Offices, moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to reconsider the 
previous action by which they appointed Brad Solberg Treasurer.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve a $5,000.00 bonus for Linda 

Svihovec for additional duties and responsibilities as Acting Treasurer.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on a Smithsonian Boomtown video 

segment.   
 

The meeting recessed at 5:30 p.m. until January 20, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
  
 
 

January 20, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the Fairgrounds in Watford City, North Dakota on January 6, 
2015.   Present: Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, Kathy 
Skarda, Auditor Svihovec and Deputy Auditor Johnsrud. Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Planner Hadley presented the Planning & Zoning Consent Agenda.  Dixon 

Badlands Trust asked that they be removed from the Consent Agenda. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to remove Dixon Badlands Trust from 
the Consent Agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning & Zoning Consent 
Agenda, with the exception of item number 2.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Joel Wilt, NDDOT Williston District, presented an update to the Board on the 
recent safety survey conducted on Highways 85 and 23.  Wilt indicated dynamic 
message signs would be placed at the Highway 85/68 junction and that lighting of the 
corridor intersections had begun. 
 
 PWD Kanwar and associates from KLJ updated the Board on the engineering of 
County Road 30.  PWD Kanwar, Landfill Director Schreiber, and Matt Evans, Burns & 
McDonnel, provided an update on the Landfill Leachate Pond 2, Outbound Scale, and 
planned 2015 Engineering projects. 
 
 Dixon Badlands Trust Water Depot, item 2 from the Planning & Zoning Consent 
Agenda, was brought back up before the Board.  Dixon Badlands Trust is requesting 
permission to include truck traffic with the CUP.  Landowners Terry Watson and 
Glendon Nelson spoke out against the water depot over concerns of safety, dust 
control, and truck speed.  John Dixon, applicant, spoke in favor of the permit. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Conditional Use 
Permit from Dixon Badlands Trust, including truck traffic, with the condition that Dixon 
Badlands Trust provides dust control from the highway to the depot.  Roll Call Vote: 
Aye: Anderson, Cayko, Nordby. Nay: Best, Skarda.  Motion carried. 
 
 Kent Pedersen, Kalsey Werger, and Perry Ecker, McKenzie Soil Conservation 
District, requested Board support for a pilot project grant and to have Gene Veeder, 
Economic Development, assist with the grant. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to support the McKenzie Soil Conservation 
pilot project grant for a five year reclamation service program, including a Reclamation 
Specialist Position, for $743,459.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Water Bills as presented, 
along with bills from Puklich Chevrolet and Construction Engineers.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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 Auditor Svihovec introduced Lori Winchester to the Board.  Chairman Cayko and 
Auditor Svihovec met previously with Winchester and she agreed to serve as the Motor 
Vehicle Branch Manager.  Motor Vehicle will become a stand-alone department. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to appoint Lori Winchester as the 
McKenzie County Motor Vehicle Branch Manager.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Best provided an update to the Board on the status of the Fox 
Lawson Salary Study Implementation.  Best indicated the classification overview would 
be reviewed by the committee prior to the next Board meeting. 
 
 Todd Mitzel and Heidi Brenna, ICON Architects, and Ben Matson, Construction 
Engineers, provided an update on the Law Enforcement Center project. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson stepped out of the meeting at 4:35 p.m. 
 
 Jacob Narloch, Valley Med Flight, presented a proposal for a County-wide 
membership for air ambulance services, which would include no out of pocket expenses 
for the citizens of the County.  The cost of the contract would be $31,000.00 for one 
year.  Commissioner Nordby requested statistics from Valley Med Flight on the number 
of flights in McKenzie County that the County’s existing contract with Sanford Air Med 

does not cover.  Valley Med Flight will be placed back on the February 3, 2015, agenda 
as unfinished business. 
 
 Commissioner Anderson returned to the meeting at 5:02 p.m. 
  
 Discussion resumed with ICON Architects and Construction Engineers about 
potential Court and County Shop projects near the Law Enforcement Center.   
 

Alan Ibach, NRG, discussed fiber connections to the Law Enforcement Center. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to proceed with the Law Enforcement 
Center project at an estimated overall cost of $51.7 million.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to sponsor the Southwest Night at the 
Legislature on February 2, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the contract proposal from 
Pickett for gas plant assessments.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Meeting adjourned at 6:07 p.m. until February 3, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 
 

207198-207229 PAYROLL-JAN 2, 2015           450,508.13  
207230 ACCUSOURCE INC.                   778.00  
207231 ACTION AUTO                   206.99  
207232 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                1,251.43  
207233 ALEXANDER FIRST RESPONDERS                4,000.00  
207234 ALEXANDER SENIOR CITIZENS             15,000.00  
207235 AMAN/KELSEY                   731.45  
207236 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                   820.00  
207237 ARROW SERVICE TEAM                1,000.00  
207238 ATTIC/THE                3,174.00  
207239 BADLANDS HARDWARE                   937.35  
207240 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE                4,228.84  
207241 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC                   279.20  
207242 BAKER & TAYLOR                   491.73  
207243 BAKKEN TIRE FACTORY                2,046.35  
207244 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.                1,913.57  
207245 BARKER CO./BOB                   819.42  
207246 BASIN BROKERS, INC.             10,000.00  
207247 BAUMAN/BARBARA                   100.80  
207248 BAYMONT INN & SUITES                   298.80  
207249 BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL                        4.00  
207250 BEST/VAWNITA                   964.09  
207251 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE                   323.96  
207252 BLUE LUBE                   206.52  
207253 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                   149.94  
207254 BOBCAT OF WILLISTON                3,880.52  
207255 BONE/LINDALEE M                   178.08  
207256 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.             99,036.32  
207257 BOURNE/JESSIE T                   500.00  
207258 BRENNA/TAMMY                      40.32  
207259 BROWN/COREY                      40.00  
207260 BROWN/DEAN K.                      25.00  
207261 BURNS & MCDONNELL             39,144.01  
207262 BUTTONS BY FISH                   125.00  
207263 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.                9,721.50  
207264 C&D WATER SERVICES                   189.00  
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207265 CARLSON/JOHN                   528.33  
207266 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      21.55  
207267 CARTWRIGHT WELDING SERVICE, INC.                   464.00  
207268 CCCS, INC.             16,761.50  
207269 CENEX FLEETCARD                   404.07  
207270 CHARLIE'S SERVICE                   554.30  
207271 CHEADLE/CINDY                   500.00  
207272 CHERREY'S PROPANE                1,950.00  
207273 CLOCK/LLOYD                   416.81  
207274 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.                1,526.48  
207275 COMFORT INN                   458.80  
207276 COMFORT SUITES                   148.00  
207277 DACOTAH PAPER CO.                5,632.33  
207278 DAKOTA DIESEL USA, INC.                      46.58  
207279 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                1,275.00  
207280 DICKINSON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE                   500.00  
207281 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT                   327.71  
207282 DW EXCAVATING                   980.00  
207283 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE                3,385.80  
207284 ESRI INC.                2,800.00  
207285 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION                   187.00  
207286 EVANSON/TAMMY                   225.00  
207287 FAMILY CRISIS SHELTER, INC.             10,000.00  
207288 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                3,398.99  
207289 FASTENAL COMPANY                      18.81  
207290 FICKEN/MICHAEL                   540.00  
207291 FINSAAS/DARRELL                   123.16  
207292 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                   672.00  
207293 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                4,865.00  
207294 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC.             44,219.70  
207295 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER           148,652.25  
207296 FOSS/BONNIE                   125.97  
207297 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                3,513.00  
207298 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.                1,022.99  
207299 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC.             12,187.50  
207300 GREAT PLAINS TOWERS                5,000.00  
207301 GROSS/HEIDI                   493.03  
207302 HADLEY/WALTER                      61.98  
207303 HANNAHER'S           214,333.20  
207304 HAUGEN/LESLIE C                      35.84  
207305 HEDAHL'S INC.                2,034.65  
207306 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                   368.79  
207307 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                   152.35  
207308 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY                7,207.36  
207309 HOLTE/KAREN L.                      10.50  
207310 HOME OF ECONOMY                   127.95  
207311 HOMESTEAD MANAGEMENT LLC                1,646.00  
207312 HORIZON RESOURCES                   252.61  
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207313 HOTLINE PRINTING & PUBLISHING                   449.00  
207314 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP           181,068.40  
207315 IMAGE PRINTING, INC.                   581.42  
207316 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.             31,960.00  
207317 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC.                3,800.32  
207318 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING             37,425.29  
207319 J.R. BROWN DEVELOPMENT LLC                3,960.00  
207320 JACK & JILL                1,666.67  
207321 JEPSON/CAROL                   500.00  
207322 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                5,000.00  
207323 JOHNSRUD/ANN                      50.00  
207324 FINEGAN/JULIE                        5.00  
207325 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC.                5,928.48  
207326 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.                2,279.00  
207327 L&K ELECTRIC, INC.                   186.85  
207328 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                      74.70  
207329 LERVICK/JEROME                        8.40  
207330 LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL MUSEUM             32,000.00  
207331 LUND OIL, INC.             11,763.65  
207332 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL                   500.00  
207333 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE           127,600.00  
207334 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE                3,498.86  
207335 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                4,315.30  
207336 MCKENZIE CO. HERITAGE ASSOCIATION             35,000.00  
207337 MCKENZIE CO. JOB DEVELOPMENT AUTHORIT             20,000.00  
207338 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER       2,000,403.27  
207339 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS           200,000.00  
207340 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.                1,557.37  
207341 MCNANEY/CHARLES                   116.44  
207342 MECHAM/CINDY                1,120.00  
207343 MEES/MICHAEL                   500.00  
207344 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU                2,053.39  
207345 MICROMARKETING LLC                   253.46  
207346 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS                1,369.00  
207347 MOBERG/JAMES                1,221.18  
207348 MORCOMBE/JESSICA                   500.00  
207349 MOUNTRAIL CO. SOCIAL SERVICES                3,440.00  
207350 MRACHEK/KRIS                      28.00  
207351 MYERS AUTO PARTS                   417.15  
207352 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN                   260.00  
207353 NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSN.                   137.00  
207354 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES             25,755.11  
207355 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS                   420.00  
207356 ND COUNTY COMMISSIONERS ASSN.                1,957.00  
207357 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION                   181.80  
207358 ND RECORDERS ASSOCIATION                   150.00  
207359 ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL CONFEREN                      75.00  
207360 ND 911 ASSOCIATION                      25.00  
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207361 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP             60,435.73  
207362 NEFF JR/CHARLES                   380.00  
207363 FILKOWSKI/NICOLE                   430.00  
207364 NORBY/LYNETTE                      39.20  
207365 NORDBY/LORI                   134.00  
207366 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.                   330.55  
207367 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                2,550.44  
207368 OK TIRE STORE                2,669.58  
207369 OLSON/DOUG                   106.36  
207370 OLSON/JEREMY                      13.44  
207371 ONE CALL NOW                   310.45  
207372 PARRISH/CALVIN                2,645.00  
207373 PAULSON/KATIE                   150.50  
207374 PEERY/SANDY                      10.50  
207375 PENGUIN MANAGEMENT INC.                   232.50  
207376 PEREZ/PER                   500.00  
207377 PHARMCHEM. INC.                   450.00  
207378 PIONEER MUSEUM             15,000.00  
207379 PITNEY BOWES                1,722.06  
207380 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC           152,586.47  
207381 PRAXAIR                1,511.49  
207382 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC                2,005.57  
207383 PRO FORMS                   141.32  
207384 QUILL CORPORATION                   479.76  
207385 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.           335,145.95  
207386 RED CARPET                   509.61  
207387 REIL/DOROTHY                      22.40  
207388 RESPOND SYSTEMS                3,912.00  
207389 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE                      80.76  
207390 RODENBIKER/JACOB                   405.00  
207391 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                   339.44  
207392 ROLFSON OIL             97,958.36  
207393 ROLFSRUD/NANCY                1,102.98  
207394 RON'S ELECTRIC                   617.15  
207395 S & S MOTORS                   821.90  
207396 SAMUELSON/JERRY                   207.20  
207397 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE                      20.49  
207398 SCHMITZ/MICHAEL                   500.00  
207399 SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL                      79.99  
207400 SCHREIBER/RICHARD                   664.18  
207401 SEMBACH/SCOTT                1,000.00  
207402 SHOPPER/THE                1,260.00  
207403 SINCLAIR/RYAN                   500.00  
207404 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN                   500.00  
207405 SOLID WASTE ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA                   250.00  
207406 SONDROL/KARLA                   500.00  
207407 SORENSON/DESIREE                   608.49  
207408 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                1,809.63  



67 
 

207409 STEIN'S INC.                9,004.90  
207410 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                1,060.99  
207411 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CORP.             45,262.00  
207412 TD & H ENGINEERING                9,816.45  
207413 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K                   139.60  
207414 THOMPSON/KAREN                   113.95  
207415 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                   294.75  
207416 TITANIUM PLUMBING                   850.00  
207417 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                1,688.60  
207418 TRANE U.S. INC.                   172.24  
207419 TRI-CO. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL             19,500.00  
207420 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.                      45.55  
207421 TROTTER/JOE                1,825.00  
207422 VISA                4,198.59  
207423 W & A WOLD MINERALS TRUST           258,504.00  
207424 WATCO TRANSLOADING LLC                2,291.92  
207425 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC                6,350.00  
207426 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER                1,662.76  
207427 WE INTEGRATE                1,885.60  
207428 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                3,480.61  
207429 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                   450.00  
207430 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING                   280.00  
207431 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.             25,690.78  
207432 WOLF PUP DAYCARE           100,000.00  
207433 YOUNG AT HEART CLUB                8,000.00  
207434 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS           122,209.40  
207435 ZEP SALES & SERVICE                   564.87  
207436 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                9,450.00  
207437 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.                4,813.07  
207438 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #             94,885.89  
207439 ND STATE TREASURER                4,958.53  
207440 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT                   787.90  
207441 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   500.00  

207442-207461 PAYROLL-JAN. 16, 2015           452,782.20  
207462 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                   316.13  
207463 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.                2,211.77  
207464 ANDERSON/MICHELE P                   138.00  
207465 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                      50.00  
207466 BADLANDS HARDWARE                   341.70  
207467 BREDWICK/BRANDON                      21.00  
207468 BT MILLS, INC.                3,840.00  
207469 CANNAVO/LEONARD                        9.00  
207470 CRABB/ANTHONY                        5.00  
207471 CROSS/ROBERT                      39.20  
207472 DICE/BOBBY                        8.00  
207473 DSCHAACK/ALEXANDER                      10.00  
207474 DW EXCAVATING             35,045.00  
207475 FARGO WATERWORKS/DSG                4,443.23  
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207476 FERGUSON WATERWORKS                2,888.05  
207477 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER             20,213.00  
207478 FRONTIER PRECISION             15,560.00  
207479 GRIMSRUD/COLE                      10.00  
207480 JELLESED/LEIF L.                      40.32  
207481 JIMENEZ/ROBERT                        9.00  
207482 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA                1,792.75  
207483 KALAZBA/GERRI                      10.00  
207484 KNIGHT/KEVIN                        6.00  
207485 LUND OIL, INC.                1,108.67  
207486 MADRIGAL/ROBERT                        8.00  
207487 MCBRIDE/DARYL                      15.00  
207488 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH                   200.00  
207489 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.                      95.11  
207490 MURPHY/MARK                      13.00  
207491 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES           113,601.74  
207492 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R                      69.94  
207493 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN.                   410.00  
207494 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION                   458.00  
207495 ND WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT ASSN.                   475.00  
207496 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                1,287.00  
207497 NOVAK/LARRY                      34.72  
207498 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                   158.28  
207499 ODELL/GARY                      10.00  
207500 PALACIO/DESTRY                      25.00  
207501 PETGES/KYLE                      70.00  
207502 PRIA                   100.00  
207503 PRO FORMS                   272.12  
207504 REIMANN/RONALD                      18.00  
207505 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP                      97.08  
207506 RICHARDS/CODY                        5.00  
207507 USA BLUE BOOK                1,413.42  
207508 VOGEL LAW FIRM                4,267.00  
207509 WILLIAMSON/JACQUELINE                      30.00  
207510 WINANZ/ROSA                      14.00  
207511 YATES/TYLER                      22.00  
207512 AT&T                      41.34  
207513 CENTURY LINK                   371.45  
207514 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      43.78  
207515 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS           748,567.90  
207516 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.                1,394.05  
207517 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER                      93.83  
207518 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.                3,295.54  
207519 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             11,602.74  
207520 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES                6,575.38  
207521 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT                   464.86  
207522 NEMONT                      28.50  
207523 PUKLICH CHEVROLET           101,981.43  
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207524 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP                6,706.85  
207525 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC                8,295.26  
207526 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                      40.29  
207527 VERIZON WIRELESS                4,862.57  
207528 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF                   860.67  

207529-207544 PAYROLL-JAN. 30, 2015           388,860.64  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 3, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on February 3, 2015.   Present: Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, 
Vawnita Best, Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending January 31, 

2015.   
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Motor Vehicle Branch Manager Winchester updated the Board on the status of 

MVD.  She requested an additional full-time employee to assist with answering phone 
calls and filing.  Currently a temp has been working in MVD doing this work. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve proceeding with advertising for 

a receptionist position in MVD.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve a utility easement to Kirk 

Wold for water and a sewer line along Highway 85.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve Auditor Svihovec taking the 

Oath of Office and provide bonding for temporary appointment to the Treasurer’s 

position.  All voting aye, motion carried.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker will prepare a 

resolution for combining the offices of Treasurer and Auditor to be considered by the 
Board at the February 17, 2015, meeting. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve abatement applications for 

Bakota properties and Montana Dakota Utilities to address corrections per the Tax 
Director’s office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to award J. Koski Company the bid for the 

Landfill Public Drop-Off Area for $686,786.58.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Anderson questioned Public Works Director Kanwar on the status 

of the O’Day fuel system, Fleetmatics, and RT Vision, all projects approved in 2013 and 



 

71 
 

not in operation at this time.  The Board directed Kanwar to get these systems up and 
running. 

 
Commissioners Nordby and Skarda updated the Board on the building plans for 

the Law Enforcement Center. 
 
Commissioners Nordby and Best updated the Board on the status of the Fox-

Lawson Salary Study. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to execute the Whiting Oil and Gas 

Corporation lease in Original Townsite Arnegard, Section 14, Township 150 North, 
Range 100 West for a total of  0.1157 mineral acres, as presented. All voting aye, 
motion carried.  
 

The Board agreed that McKenzie County employees who attend the NDPERS 
Retirement Workshop in Williams County would be responsible for the registration fee 
and would need to use vacation time for the day.  The Board authorized Auditor 
Svihovec to make arrangements for a NDPERS Workshop hosted by McKenzie County 
this spring, which would be available for County employees to attend. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the sales agreement with 
AVI for additional work in the Commissioner Meeting Room.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the status of the Targa lawsuit 

and stated that the lawsuit has been dismissed.  Rodenbiker updated the Board on the 
status of operations in the State’s Attorney’s Office and he stated he hired a 
Victim/Witness Coordinator who will be starting work on February 17, 2015.   

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
A public hearing regarding WPX section line discontinuation request was held at 

1:00 p.m.   
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
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WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 
150 North, Range 94 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A tract of land located within the S½ of the SW¼ of Section 23 and the N½ of the 

NW¼ of Section 26, Township 150 North, Range 94 West, of the 5th Principal Meridian, 
McKenzie County, North Dakota; said tract being a strip of land 66 feet in width and 
lying 33 feet on each side of the following section line, which is generally described as 
follows: 

 
Commencing at the northwest corner of said Section 26; thence S88°20’12”E 

along the north line of said Section 26, a distance of 452.33 feet to the point of 
beginning (P.O.B.); thence S88°20’12”E, 1044.35 feet along the north line of said 

Section 26 to the point terminus (P.O.T.) also lying N88°20’12”W, 1139.20 feet from the 
North quarter of said Section 26.  Total easement area = 1.58 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued. 

 
A public hearing regarding Buffalo Hills Subdivision section line discontinuation 

request was held at 1:00 p.m.  Public speaking against the section line discontinuation 
included Mark Koeser, Ward Koeser, and LeMoine Hartel, all adjacent landowners.  
Public speaking for the section line discontinuation included Julie Dorais, Lindsey 
Wofford, Marshall Flack, Marcie Rolla, Melissa Zemke, Ryan Senserig, and Jeff Shaffer, 
all homeowners in Buffalo Hills Subdivision First Addition.    

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the abatement application 

from Jules and Lynette Ostrander for N 90 feet of W 100 feet of Lot 20, 1st Addition, 
North Watford, to reduce the valuation by $77,000 to match current appraisal amount 
for the property.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Sheriff Schwartzenberger and Lieutenant Mike Ficken provided an update to the 

Board on hiring and operations within the Sheriff’s Department. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the commitment of $3.7 million 

to Hahn & Associates for essential service employee housing and senior housing at Fox 
Hills Development subject to mutually agreeable loan documents.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to continue the Weather Modification 

Authority for five years, effective March 10, 2015, and to appoint the following five 
commissioners to five year terms on the Weather Modification Board: Eldean Flynn, 
Gary Levang, Rodney Cross, Roger Flatland, and Luke Taylor.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

150 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 

Beginning 3968.62 feet south of the intersection of Sections 14, 15, 22, and 23 
T150N R98W, said section line and thence, south 1303.12 ft. with (33) feet in width on 
each side of the centerline of each section, to a point ending at the intersection of 
Sections 22, 23, 26, and 27 T150N R98W.  Commonly known as 122nd Ave NW 
between 26 F St. NW and 26th St NW. 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, February 3, 2015 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 

WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor and 
opposed to the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion to deny the petition, made 
by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye 
and 0 nay,  
 

IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved denying the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to remain open.   
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the list of offsite 

improvements for the Law Enforcement center as presented by AE2S and ICON.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve leasing four additional mobile 

homes from Patriot Lodging for $2,000/month per unit for one year.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:44 p.m. until February 17, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

February 17, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on February 17, 2015.   Present: Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, 
Vawnita Best, Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning and Zoning 

Consent Agenda as presented, except for item #3, Oasis Midstream Zone-Gas 
Compressor Station.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held on Consent Agenda Item #3, Oasis Midstream Zone-Gas 

Compressor Station.  Commissioner Skarda reported that she had received several 
calls of concern about the location of the gas compressor station located near homes.  
Homeowner Kristi Faulkner spoke of concerns on property values, safety, and health of 
the homeowners.   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the CUP from Oasis 

Midstream including the guidelines placed at the Planning and Zoning meeting.  With 
votes of 4 aye and 1 nay (Skarda), the motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson updated the Board on the Surge Bill funding legislation. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for magnesium chloride 

supply and application to RoadWorx, LLC, for $0.989/gallon.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for Tandem Axle 

Trucks (2 new trucks and four trucks with trade-ins) to Western Star, Dickinson, at a 
cost of $551.602.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 



 

75 
 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve an additional entry level staff 
person for the custodial department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve a proposal presented by 

PWD Kanwar to offer Shannon Seiler payout of time left up to her resignation date of 
March 12, 2015, and to offer the County provide two nights at the Roosevelt Inn & 
Suites as a transition living situation as Seiler has been living in County mobile home 
rental housing under a private arrangement with a fellow County employee.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal to hire Robert 

Jesse as the full-time Weed Officer at $52,000/year and Amber Higgins as a full-time 
Administrative Assistant at $40,000/year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Nyla Dahl, Region 1 Senior Services, requested additional monies to cover 

monthly shortfalls on transportation and meals.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, 
to approve an additional $30,000 to Region 1 Senior Services for transportation and 
food shortfalls.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board decided not to act on the Valley AirMed contract until the Sanford 

contract renewal date approaches this fall. 
 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on the status of the Fox Lawson position 

and salary survey.  A salary overlay will be provided by Fox Lawson this week and the 
proposal will be presented to the Board at the March 3, 2015, meeting for consideration 
and approval. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger updated the Board on operations and personnel in the 

Sheriff’s Department.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve two lieutenants, 
three sergeants, and one lead dispatch position in the Sheriff’s Department.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Sheriff’s Department 

moving to a standard 40 hour, 7 day work week schedule for time and attendance in 
Kronos and calculation of overtime, with overtime accruing after 42.75 hours in a work 
week.   All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Voyager fleet credit card 

system for the Sheriff’s Department and to have Captain Clock work with Deputy 
Auditor Johnsrud on the setup.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the execution of a contract 

with AE2S for Offsite Improvement Engineering for the Law Enforcement Center.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and others as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Internal Control 

Examination proposal from Eide Bailly for the Sheriff’s Department audit.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Pheasants Forever raffle 

permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board reviewed the section line closing petition from Carole Freed.  Moved 

by Nordby, seconded by Best, to advertise for public hearing for section line closure 
between Sections 17 and 20, Township 149 North, Range 98 West on March 17, 2015, 
at 1:00 p.m.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve extending the lease at 

Patriot Lodging for units 29 and 30 for an additional 6 months ending January 31, 2016.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 The meeting adjourned at 5:42 p.m. until March 3, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

207549 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 5,829.73 

207550 AL'S METAL WORK, INC. 422.68 

207551 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 101.00 

207552 ANDERSON REFRIGERATION 209.95 

207553 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,302.80 

207554 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 585.00 

207555 ARNEGARD/STACY 198.56 

207556 ARROW SERVICE TEAM 2,000.00 

207557 AWS 1,595.00 

207558 BADLANDS HARDWARE 857.21 

207559 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE 14,100.00 

207560 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 2,046.00 

207561 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC 279.20 

207562 BAKER & TAYLOR 57.91 

207563 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. 1,723.53 

207564 BARKER CO./BOB 38.09 
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207565 BARRETT PHARMACY 529.13 

207566 BAUMAN/BARBARA 50.40 

207567 BEST/VAWNITA 14.37 

207568 BLUE LUBE 209.60 

207569 BONE/LINDALEE M 174.52 

207570 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 12,003.07 

207571 BOURNE/JESSIE T 500.00 

207572 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 132,172.50 

207573 BROWN/COREY 32.50 

207574 BROWN/DEAN K. 32.50 

207575 BURSKI EXCAVATING INC. 11,743.90 

207576 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE 288.75 

207577 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 5,627.40 

207578 C&D WATER SERVICES 169.50 

207579 CARLSON/JOHN 500.00 

207580 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 199.17 

207581 CAYKO/RICHARD 302.00 

207582 CCCS, INC. 17,270.00 

207583 CENEX FLEETCARD 206.44 

207584 CHARLES YOUTH HALL 75.00 

207585 CHEADLE/CINDY 500.00 

207586 CHERREY'S PROPANE 1,911.00 

207587 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. 913.41 

207588 COMFORT INN 666.00 

207589 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 3,313.69 

207590 DAKOTA DIESEL USA, INC. 591.18 

207591 DAVIS/STEPHENIE 350.00 

207592 DEMCO 31.42 

207593 EIDE BAILLY 3,600.00 

207594 ERDMANN/SHAD 110.00 

207595 FAMILY HANDYMAN BOOKS 25.98 

207596 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 2,547.35 

207597 FASTENAL COMPANY 145.80 

207598 FICKEN/MICHAEL 500.00 

207599 FINSAAS/DARRELL 49.45 

207600 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 9,216.00 

207601 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC 5,135.00 

207602 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 1,227.25 

207603 FOSS/BONNIE 60.50 

207604 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 1,528.25 

207605 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 236.55 

207606 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. 5,625.00 

207607 GALLS INCORPORATED 198.89 

207608 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 6,425.00 
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207609 GROSS/HEIDI 71.00 

207610 HADLEY/WALTER 50.00 

207611 HANNAHER'S 25,998.31 

207612 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 35.84 

207613 HAZEN DRUG COMPANY 16.11 

207614 HDR ENGINEERING, INC 728,781.98 

207615 HEDAHL'S INC. 206.15 

207616 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 593.39 

207617 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 265.00 

207618 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 16,849.04 

207619 HOLTE/KAREN L. 10.50 

207620 HOME OF ECONOMY 207.97 

207621 HORIZON RESOURCES 501.71 

207622 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 108,898.88 

207623 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC. 1,268.43 

207624 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 2,624.50 

207625 IVERSON/DICK 39.20 

207626 JACK & JILL 3,975.05 

207627 JEPSON/CAROL 500.00 

207628 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,306.06 

207629 JOHNSRUD/ANN 730.98 

207630 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. 83,754.36 

207631 KIESON/CAROL 46.00 

207632 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. 6,387.00 

207633 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 556.85 

207634 KUMMER'S PUMPING 800.00 

207635 L&K ELECTRIC, INC. 199.17 

207636 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 74.70 

207637 LAWLAR/JODEE 485.75 

207638 LEGION TERMINALS LLC 317.29 

207639 LEM SOLUTIONS LLC 186.73 

207640 LERVICK/JEROME 8.40 

207641 LEWIS/JAY 13.80 

207642 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 213.56 

207643 LONG/CECILE 23.00 

207644 LUND OIL, INC. 17,273.47 

207645 MARCO, INC. 11,363.03 

207646 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL 500.00 

207647 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 4,847.63 

207648 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 44.50 

207649 MCNANEY/CHARLES 42.55 

207650 MECHAM/CINDY 210.00 

207651 MEES/MICHAEL 500.00 

207652 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. 7,280.00 
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207653 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 4,697.81 

207654 MICROMARKETING LLC 134.11 

207655 MORCOMBE/JESSICA 500.00 

207656 MRACHEK/KRIS 28.75 

207657 NATIONWIDE PAYMENT SOLUTIONS 95.34 

207658 ND ASSN. OF CO. ENGINEERS 330.00 

207659 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,119.03 

207660 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 226,471.68 

207661 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 12,232.02 

207662 ND VETERANS SERVICE OFFICERS ASSN. 50.00 

207663 ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL CONFEREN 220.00 

207664 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION 275.00 

207665 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 47,666.50 

207666 NDEWA 45.00 

207667 NEHRING LAW OFFICE 82.50 

207668 NILLES LAW FIRM 100.00 

207669 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 20,709.00 

207670 NSC MINERALS, LTD 2,932.60 

207671 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 11,698.86 

207672 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC 554.71 

207673 OK AUTOMOTIVE 332.85 

207674 OK TIRE STORE 1,355.69 

207675 OLSON/JEREMY 11.76 

207676 PEERY/SANDY 10.50 

207677 PEREZ/PER 500.00 

207678 PHARMCHEM. INC. 625.00 

207679 PITNEY BOWES 667.00 

207680 PLOTE CONSTRUCTION ND, LLC 450.00 

207681 PRAXAIR 972.06 

207682 PRESZLER/MATTHEW 39.12 

207683 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 744.25 

207684 PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC 660.00 

207685 QUILL CORPORATION 133.93 

207686 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 6,789.12 

207687 RECORD KEEPERS LLC 66.00 

207688 RED CARPET 177.19 

207689 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC. 100.00 

207690 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. 900.00 

207691 RICOH USA, INC 345.00 

207692 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE 85.65 

207693 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 20.00 

207694 RODENBIKER/JACOB 454.47 

207695 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 353.27 

207696 ROLFSON OIL, LLC 10,077.11 
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207697 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 299.90 

207698 RTVISION, INC. 17,694.40 

207699 S & S MOTORS 609.25 

207700 SAMUELSON/JERRY 476.18 

207701 SANFORD HEALTH 5,352.70 

207702 SCHAEFFER MFG. CO. 2,109.61 

207703 SCOFIELD/JESSIE 3,900.00 

207704 SELECT FORD MERCURY 6,989.63 

207705 SEMBACH/SCOTT 500.00 

207706 SINCLAIR/RYAN 500.00 

207707 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN 500.00 

207708 SKURUPEY/GREG 40.00 

207709 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL 50.00 

207710 SONDROL/KARLA 600.00 

207711 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 58,282.12 

207712 STEIN'S INC. 2,029.22 

207713 SUPER 8 JAMESTOWN 59.99 

207714 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 792.57 

207715 TESORO LOGISTICS 592.50 

207716 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 88.53 

207717 THOMPSON/KAREN 299.55 

207718 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 294.74 

207719 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC. 21,675.00 

207720 TIRED IRON REPAIR 912.00 

207721 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. 7,234.05 

207722 TRANE U.S. INC. 1,450.90 

207723 ULTEIG 126,723.12 

207724 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 20.85 

207725 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 454.96 

207726 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. 1,129.00 

207727 VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER/THE 5,080.00 

207728 VISA 2,336.29 

207729 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 6,350.00 

207730 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF 2,205.00 

207731 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 338.79 

207732 WE INTEGRATE 149.50 

207733 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC. 7,446.00 

207734 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 830.69 

207735 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING 1,200.00 

207736 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 4,047.10 

207738 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION 22,960.30 

207739 XEROX CORPORATION 149.93 

207740 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS 34,092.50 

207741 ZEP SALES & SERVICE 247.78 
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207742 24-7 RENTAL 442.72 

207743-207763 PAYROLL-FEBRUARY 13, 2015 451,421.68 

207764 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 17,314.08 

207765 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 390,199.72 

207766 ND PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 405.92 

207767 ND STATE TREASURER 14,325.92 

207768 PARRISH/CALVIN 2,018.00 

207769 SIOUX IRRIGATION DISTRICT 3,491.27 

207770 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT 3,509.30 

207792 AT&T 41.57 

207793 CENTURY LINK 704.27 

207794 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 45.78 

207795 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 4,017.00 

207796 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 118.56 

207797 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 3,664.92 

207798 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 11,899.67 

207799 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 8,192.97 

207800 NEMONT 28.50 

207801 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 5,974.92 

207802 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 8,903.62 

207803 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 44.20 

207804 VERIZON WIRELESS 5,593.49 

207805 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 936.39 

207806-207829 PAYROLL-FEBRUARY 27, 2015 479,984.87 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 3, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on March 3, 2015.   Present: Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, 
Vawnita Best, Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending February 

28, 2015.   
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve Weed Officer Bob Jesse 

hiring his son, Evan, as a seasonal mechanic/applicator for the Weed Control Office.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to grant Jodee Lawlar’s request for two 

days (16 hours) of sick leave be donated by Sharon Lane for Samantha Caywood.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on the status Fox Lawson salary survey 

and cost to implement.  Final numbers will be provided at the March 17, 2015, meeting 
where approval for implementation will be requested. 

 
Josh Hinds, NDDOT, presented the 2040 Future Land Use Transportation Plan 

for Watford City.  PWD Kanwar updated the Board on operation in the Public Works 
Department.   

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Preliminary Resolution 

and Plan to Combine the Offices of Auditor and Treasurer. 
 

WHEREAS, the unanticipated vacancy in the office of Treasurer by virtue of the 
resignation of Cheryl Grantier, who was also Treasurer-elect, has caused the Board of 
County Commissioners for McKenzie County to consider ways the office would be best 
served, and 
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WHEREAS, the 1993 Legislative Assembly enacted Chapter 11-10.2 of the North 
Dakota Century Code, which authorized counties to combine functionally related 
elective offices, and 

 
WHEREAS, the following analysis of the office of Treasurer and the office of 

Auditor has been carefully considered and determined by this Board that such a 
combination of these two offices would improve the effectiveness and efficiency of both 
offices without diminishing the general responsibility of county government to perform 
any function or provide any service that is required by law to be performed or provided 
by county government, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, effective 1 May 2015 and in accordance 

with the terms of the proposed plan incorporated herein, the offices of McKenzie County 
Auditor and McKenzie County Treasurer be combined, and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a copy of this resolution and the proposed plan be 

published in their entirety once each week for the two consecutive weeks next following 
the adoption of this resolution, and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, a public hearing on this resolution and the 

proposed plan be held at 1:00 p.m. CST during each of the regularly-scheduled 
meetings of this Board on Tuesday 17 March 2015 and Tuesday 7 April 2015. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve $2,500.00 membership fee 
to the ND Township Officers Association for unorganized township dues.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to amend the Auditor’s budget for 

temporary staff to prepare documents for State’s Attorney, Clerk of Court, and other 

departments who will have records digitized by US Imaging.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Moving and Recruitment 
Expense Reimbursement Policy and ID Badge Policy as presented, setting the fee at 
$25.00, payroll deduction, for a lost badge.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda to approve the correction to the 
December 16, 2014, minutes as presented by Auditor Svihovec.  Corrective motion will 
now read as follows:   

State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the status of the Triangle USA 

Petroleum Lease for Lots 2 and 4, Block 1, Second Addition to Alexander (Tract 82 and 
84), containing 0.4202 acres more or less.  Rodenbiker stated the discrepancies had 
been corrected and lease was ready to sign.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to 
execute the lease with Triangle USA Petroleum. All voting aye, motion carried.   

All voting aye, motion carried. 

 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, approve the 2014 budget amendments 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

  McKenzie County, North Dakota 
  Budget to Actual 2014 

  (with variances) 

  REVENUES (includes levy and transfers) 
  

Actual to 
  Fund/Department Budget 2014 Actual 2014 (Under)Over Budget % 

10 General 52,811,875.00 82,885,093.51 30,073,218.51  156.94% 
12 District Road 3,228,222.00 4,169,549.45 941,327.45  129.16% 
14 County Road & Bridge 67,627,129.00 73,333,279.83 5,706,150.83  108.44% 
15 Highway Tax Distribution 950,000.00 1,313,605.30 363,605.30  138.27% 
16 County Human Services 1,155,947.00 1,181,389.58 25,442.58  102.20% 
17 Veteran's Service Officer 41,653.00 42,814.90 1,161.90  102.79% 
18 County Agent 133,371.00 136,952.15 3,581.15  102.69% 
22 County Park 57,835.00 61,120.82 3,285.82  105.68% 
23 County Library 200,579.00 208,861.49 8,282.49  104.13% 
24 Bookmobile 3,100.00 3,190.71 90.71  102.93% 
25 Social Security 39,990.00 38,706.38 (1,283.62) 96.79% 
26 Water Resource District 4,262,800.00 4,069,085.58 (193,714.42) 95.46% 
27 Weed Control 425,807.00 499,413.95 73,606.95  117.29% 
28 JDA 144,354.00 148,469.52 4,115.52  102.85% 
29 Self-Insurance 1,580,665.00 1,774,053.33 193,388.33  112.23% 
31 Document Preservation 50,000.00 94,116.00 44,116.00  188.23% 
33 Haz. Chemical Prepar. 20,000.00 35,487.50 15,487.50  177.44% 
34 E-911 108,000.00 126,008.04 18,008.04  116.67% 
43 Federal Entitlement 165,000.00 211,147.00 46,147.00  127.97% 
50 Landfill Postclosure Fund 0.00 1,214.56 1,214.56  #DIV/0! 
76 Atmospheric Resources 80,052.00 66,186.35 (13,865.65) 82.68% 
78 County Fair 30,060.00 26,373.29 (3,686.71) 87.74% 
80 Health Unit 115,757.00 68,945.69 (46,811.31) 59.56% 
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82 Historical Society 8,345.00 6,939.32 (1,405.68) 83.16% 

  2014 Revenue Totals 133,240,541.00 170,502,004.25 37,261,463.25 127.97% 

EXPENDITURES 
   

Actual to 
  Fund/Department Budget 2014 Actual 2014 Under(Over) Budget % 

10-100 County Commissioners 209,434.00 192,013.54 17,420.46  91.68% 
10-102 Housing Authority 3,230.00 3,444.84 (214.84) 106.65% 
10-104 Clerk of Court 320,456.00 389,409.58 (68,953.58) 121.52% 
10-106 Auditor 506,655.00 431,680.06 74,974.94  85.20% 
10-108 Treasurer 356,090.00 332,507.19 23,582.81  93.38% 
10-110 State's Attorney 342,385.00 445,931.27 (103,546.27) 130.24% 
10-112 Recorder 369,664.00 341,486.36 28,177.64  92.38% 
10-114 Supt of Schools 94,994.00 88,790.30 6,203.70  93.47% 
10-116 Tax Equalization 475,891.00 404,321.21 71,569.79  84.96% 
10-117 Planning & Zoning 885,223.00 1,321,091.16 (435,868.16) 149.24% 
10-118 Human Resources 144,880.00 32,546.26 112,333.74  22.46% 
10-119 GIS Coordinator 157,926.00 135,312.91 22,613.09  85.68% 
10-120 Buildings and Grounds 458,825.00 450,122.87 8,702.13  98.10% 
10-122 Building Construction 5,500,000.00 13,246,364.31 (7,746,364.31) 240.84% 
10-124 Elections 53,900.00 44,730.73 9,169.27  82.99% 
10-126 Landfill 1,288,754.00 6,550,607.00 (5,261,853.00) 508.29% 

10-128 Misc. Non-Departmental 2,523,500.00 3,612,888.48 (1,089,388.48) 143.17% 

10-130 County Sheriff 3,432,588.00 3,259,511.34 173,076.66  94.96% 
10-132 County Jail 1,161,663.00 1,671,069.15 (509,406.15) 143.85% 
10-134 County Coroner 40,700.00 33,249.20 7,450.80  81.69% 
10-136 Disaster Emerg. Services 72,815.00 136,971.25 (64,156.25) 188.11% 
10-138 Risk Management 6,253.00 6,434.32 (181.32) 102.90% 
10-160 Tourism & Recreation 58,829.00 57,418.50 1,410.50  97.60% 

  Budget Contributions 371,100.00 371,100.00 0.00  100.00% 
  Transfers to Other Funds 38,740,000.00 38,740,000.00 0.00  100.00% 
  Total General 57,575,755.00 72,299,001.83 (14,723,246.83) 125.57% 

12 District Road 4,000,000.00 4,000,000.00 0.00  100.00% 
14 County Road & Bridge 67,131,005.00 48,589,409.21 18,541,595.79  72.38% 
15 Highway Tax Distribution 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00 0.00  100.00% 
16 County Human Services 1,286,757.00 1,150,831.15 135,925.85  89.44% 
17 Veteran's Service Officer 40,717.00 41,703.14 (986.14) 102.42% 
18 County Agent 133,766.00 130,552.14 3,213.86  97.60% 
22 County Park 50,345.00 40,361.40 9,983.60  80.17% 
23 County Library 201,057.00 217,613.64 (16,556.64) 108.23% 
25 Social Security 6,095.00 6,610.17 (515.17) 108.45% 
26 Water Resource District 4,597,268.00 2,077,370.22 2,519,897.78  45.19% 
27 Weed Control 408,993.00 332,475.42 76,517.58  81.29% 
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28 JDA 164,173.00 165,192.53 (1,019.53) 100.62% 
29 Self-Insurance 1,633,500.00 1,657,168.91 (23,668.91) 101.45% 
31 Document Preservation 50,000.00 13,161.40 36,838.60  26.32% 
33 Haz. Chemical Prepar. 12,500.00 35,097.33 (22,597.33) 280.78% 
34 E-911 90,850.00 69,974.72 20,875.28  77.02% 
39 GPT Infrastructure Fund 2,973,500.00 3,255,616.00 (282,116.00) 109.49% 
43 Federal Entitlement 600,000.00 600,000.00 0.00  100.00% 
76 Atmospheric Resources 80,000.00 66,094.47 13,905.53  82.62% 
78 County Fair 30,000.00 26,351.47 3,648.53  87.84% 
80 Health Unit 115,800.00 68,602.02 47,197.98  59.24% 
82 Historical Society 8,400.00 6,928.36 1,471.64  82.48% 
  Total Other Funds 84,614,726.00 63,551,113.70 21,063,612.30 75.11% 

  2014 Expenditure Totals 142,190,481.00 135,850,115.53 6,340,365.47 95.54% 
  

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the committee recommendation 
and terms of offer to Amanda Willis for the HR Manager position as presented by 
Commissioner Best, annual salary of $75,500 and relocation expenses.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve State’s Attorney Rodenbiker’s 

request to participate in the County Zoning vs. State Preemption lawsuit.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the GIS Workshops 
proposal for $135,000.00 total to redraw all County parcels, with cities reimbursing for 
their share – Watford City $20,453.62; Arnegard $1,307.04; Alexander $2,030.58. All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 ICON and Construction Engineers presented updated information on the Law 
Enforcement Center including an additional 13,000 square feet.  The Board advised that 
the project stay within the budget amount approved at the January 17, 2015, meeting. 

 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal for retaining 
wall work at Hillside Court, with an approximate cost of $341,626.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

The meeting recessed at 5:05 p.m. until March 17, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

March 17, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
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Dakota on February 17, 2015.   Present: Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron Anderson, 
Vawnita Best, Kathy Skarda, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, Deputy Auditor Smith, and 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning & Zoning Consent 

Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
A public hearing regarding Carole Freed’s section line discontinuation request 

was held at 1:00 p.m.   
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 

WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 
149 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
All in Township 149 North, Range 98 West of the 5th P.M. 
 
1. The east approximately three-quarters (3/4) of a mile of the section line between 

Sections 17 and 20, beginning at the east end of said section line extending 
westerly to the point at which it meets the right of way boundary of McKenzie 
County Highway 37. 

2. The west one-half (1/2) mile of the section line between Sections 16 and 21. 
3. All of the east-west section line between Sections 20 and 29. 
4. The west one-half (1/2) mile of the section line between sections 21 and 28. 
5. The south quarter (1/4) mile of the section line between Sections 16 and 17. 
6. The south half (1/2) mile of the section line between Sections 19 and 20. 
7. All of the north-south section line between Sections 20 and 21. 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, March 17, 2015 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 

WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor and 
opposed to the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion to deny the petition, made 
by Commissioner Nordby, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 
0 nay,  
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IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved denying the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to remain open. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the abatement application for 

Larry and Carla Sorenson to address corrections per the Tax Director’s office.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the abatement application 

for the low income units owned by LSS Housing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
A public hearing was held on the Preliminary Resolution and Plan to Combine 

the Offices of Auditor and Treasurer.  No persons were present in favor or opposition. 
 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on the Fox Lawson Salary Structure and 

recommended implementing at 90% minimum for 2015, with a second phase of 
implementation in 2016 that would include compensation for years of service.  Brad 
Solberg and Erica Johnsrud approached the Board regarding difference in their wages.  
Sheriff Schwartzenberger also addressed the Board regarding Sheriff Department 
salaries. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to implement the Fox Lawson Salary 

Structure as presented to the Board, including moving Erica Johnsrud to the same pay 
level as Brad Solberg, and removing longevity pay from another six employees moving 
from non-exempt to exempt status.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve Chairman Cayko signing 

the lease organized by State’s Attorney Rodenbiker between the County and BCI for 

renting the temporary trailer at the fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the hiring of Elizabeth 

Tranna as a temporary library employee in June and July for the Summer Reading 
Program at $16.83/hour.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board of Commissioners recessed to the County Park Board at 2:00 p.m., 

reconvening at 3:00 p.m. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud asked the Board to allow the team from US Imaging to 
be housed in a unit at Patriot Lodging that is being held for an employee starting in May.  
The Board approved Johnsrud’s request to use the Patriot Lodging unit in April for US 

Imaging. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to grant Desiree Sorenson’s request for 

37 hours of sick leave to be donated by Malissa Schroeder for Shelly Rogness after 
Rogness exhausts all her vacation and sick leave.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve and adopt the ND Multi-
Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
 

Resolution of McKenzie County Commission Adopting the McKenzie County, North 
Dakota Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan, February, 2015 

 
WHEREAS the County Commission for McKenzie County, North Dakota 

recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and property within the 
county, and  

 
WHEREAS the County of McKenzie participated in the preparation of a multi-

hazard mitigation plan hereby known as the McKenzie County Multi-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan of February, 2015, and 

 
WHEREAS the McKenzie County Multi-Mitigation Plan of February 2015 

identifies mitigation goals and action to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and 
property within the County from the impacts of future hazards and disasters, and 

 
WHEREAS adoption by the McKenzie County Commission demonstrates the 

commitment to hazard mitigation and achieving the goals outlined in the McKenzie 
County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan of February, 2015. 

 
Now therefore, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MCKENZIE COUNTY COMMISSION 

THAT: 
 
McKenzie County adopts the McKenzie County Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan of 

February, 2015. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to appoint Jim Johnsrud to the 
McKenzie County Ambulance Board to fill the vacancy generated by the resignation of 
Mike Tschetter.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the First International Credit 
Card Authorization to include Linda Svihovec, Erica Johnsrud, and Bradley Solberg as 
authorized agents.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the approach variance 
request by SAM-ND, LLC. All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Water Resources 
Department bills and others, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 ICON and Construction Engineers presented updated information on the Law 
Enforcement Center and civil bid packages.  The Board approved going to bid with the 
civil packages and participating at some level with the City of Watford City for 
improvements on 12th Street. 

 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the relocation expense 
reimbursement for Amanda Willis, HR Manager, and a housing subsidy either at Patriot 
Lodging or Madison Heights at a rate of $1,100/month for a period of no longer than 1 
year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 The meeting adjourned at 4:27 p.m. until April 7, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

March 31, 2015 – Special Meeting 

 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on March 31, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Kathy Skarda, Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Commissioner Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 The purpose of the meeting was to discuss Salary-Compensation program 
implementation issues, wage offers for new hires in Public Works, and wage increases 
for passing certification tests. 
 
 Deputy Auditor Johnsrud presented spreadsheets to the Board regarding issues 
encountered while calculating retroactive pay compensation. 
 
 Tax Director Katie Paulson and Landfill Director Rick Schreiber addressed the 
Board regarding issues with salaries of employees within their employment 
classification band who were compensated for overtime pay in their wage analysis. 
 
 Auditor Svihovec, Commissioner Nordby, and Commissioner Anderson left the 
meeting at 11:15am. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to reclassify Lori Winchester to C43 as an 
exempt employee starting at $65,911.00, to move Aaron Chisholm and Jeff Shaffer to 
exempt salaries of $69,292.50, to move Mike Dollinger to an exempt salary of 
$80,682.00, to move Mike Schmitz to an exempt salary of $75,000.00, to move Mike 
Ficken to an exempt salary of $83,000.00, to move Lloyd Clock to an exempt salary of 
$92,000.00, and to calculate retroactive pay compensation for employees changing 
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status from non-exempt to exempt as the difference of pay they should have received, 
at their new wage and status, from January 1-March 21, and the compensation they 
have already received.  Roll Call Vote: Skarda, aye; Cayko, aye; Best, aye.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to replace a landfill employee with a new 
employee at $25.00/hour, to hire Brent Barnett as a full-time blade operator at 
$26.92/hour, to hire Jessie Dehn as an engineering technician at $26.00/hour, to hire 
Mike Butalon as an engineering technician at $24.00/hour, and hire Brian Vollmer as a 
full-time temporary employee at $25.39/hour.  Roll Call Vote: Skarda, aye; Cayko, aye; 
Best, aye.  Motion carried. 
 
 The Board tabled an item regarding wage increases for passing certification tests 
within the Tax Director and Rural Water Departments until the April 7, 2015, meeting. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12:05 p.m. until April 7, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

207830 ACCUSOURCE INC.  $              293.50  

207831 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $          1,042.00  

207832 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $              217.50  

207833 AMAN/KELSEY  $              461.28  

207834 AMERICAN INSURANCE CENTER  $              100.00  

207835 AMERICAN SOCIETY OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITE  $              405.00  

207836 ANDERSON/RONALD A.  $          1,323.30  

207837 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $              760.00  

207838 ARNEGARD/STACY  $              107.50  

207839 ATTIC/THE  $        12,396.00  

207840 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $              144.84  

207841 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE  $          8,400.00  

207842 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $              862.00  

207843 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC  $              583.70  

207844 BAKER & TAYLOR  $          1,355.36  

207845 BAUMAN/BARBARA  $                51.75  

207846 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL  $              801.00  

207847 BEST/VAWNITA  $                14.38  

207848 BLASS/CHARLES  $          1,028.00  



92 
 

207849 BLUE LUBE  $                64.99  

207850 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $          1,351.14  

207851 BONE/LINDALEE M  $              169.44  

207852 BOURNE/JESSIE T  $              500.00  

207853 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $        69,210.00  

207854 BROWN/COREY  $                32.50  

207855 BROWN/DEAN K.  $                30.00  

207856 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $        10,485.55  

207857 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $          9,411.30  

207858 C&D WATER SERVICES  $                95.00  

207859 CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS SUPPLIES, INC  $              129.58  

207860 CARLSON/JOHN  $              500.00  

207861 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                68.57  

207862 CAYKO/RICHARD  $              667.00  

207863 CCR-WILLISTON III, LLC.  $              600.00  

207864 CENEX FLEETCARD  $              168.22  

207865 CENTER POINT PUBLISHING  $              248.90  

207866 CHEADLE/CINDY  $              500.00  

207867 CHERREY'S PROPANE  $          2,236.00  

207868 CLOUD/CHRISTOPHER  $          1,108.50  

207869 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $              165.61  

207870 COMFORT SUITES  $              148.00  

207871 COMMAND CENTER, INC  $          9,520.64  

207872 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $          2,833.69  

207873 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES  $              525.20  

207874 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $              142.00  

207875 DELL MARKETING L.P.  $              564.80  

207876 DEMCO  $              258.38  

207877 DH WIRELESS SOLUTIONS  $          7,226.05  

207878 DOLLINGER/KYLE  $              236.31  

207879 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT  $          1,676.15  

207880 EMBLEM ENTERPRISES, INC.  $              971.72  

207881 FICKEN/MICHAEL  $              500.00  

207882 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                98.90  

207884 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE  $              480.00  

207885 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $              500.00  

207886 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA  $          1,363.72  

207887 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC.  $     122,573.62  

207888 FOSS/BONNIE  $              352.10  

207889 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $          2,955.00  

207890 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $              954.19  

207891 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC.  $          6,225.00  

207892 GALLS INCORPORATED  $              305.91  
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207893 GARMANS FLOORING  $        13,873.64  

207894 GIBBS TOWING, LLC  $              927.50  

207895 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.  $                81.00  

207896 GROSS/HEIDI  $              264.23  

207897 HADLEY/WALTER  $                50.00  

207898 HANNAHER'S  $     223,093.93  

207899 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $     184,276.44  

207900 HEADLEY/JEDIDIAH  $                17.50  

207901 HEDAHL'S INC.  $          1,085.00  

207902 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $          6,839.37  

207903 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA  $              324.49  

207904 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY  $          4,275.94  

207905 HOLTE/KAREN L.  $              257.10  

207906 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY  $              411.55  

207907 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $     101,045.80  

207908 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.  $          1,690.00  

207909 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING  $        10,860.00  

207910 INTOXIMETERS  $              640.00  

207911 IRON STEER TRAILERS, INC.  $        17,400.00  

207912 IVERSON/DICK  $                40.25  

207913 JACK & JILL  $              200.64  

207914 JEPSON/CAROL  $              500.00  

207915 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $          4,970.00  

207916 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $              315.00  

207917 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $     156,548.00  

207918 KANWAR/SUHAIL  $              344.30  

207919 KELLY INN  $                69.30  

207920 KIESON/CAROL  $              108.75  

207921 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC.  $          1,150.31  

207922 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $          2,871.35  

207923 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $        55,644.00  

207924 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $              400.00  

207925 LANE/SHARON  $                86.00  

207926 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $              149.40  

207927 LAWLAR/JODEE  $              114.54  

207928 LERVICK/JEROME  $                  8.62  

207929 LEWIS/JAY  $                27.60  

207930 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER  $                64.43  

207931 LUND OIL, INC.  $        15,606.39  

207932 LYLE SIGNS INC.  $          1,702.00  

207933 MATHISON CO./THE  $              279.21  

207934 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL  $              500.00  

207936 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $          2,913.30  
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207937 MCKENZIE CO. HOCKEY CLUB  $              400.00  

207938 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $          1,000.00  

207939 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA  $                75.00  

207940 MEES/MICHAEL  $              500.00  

207941 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $          4,845.00  

207942 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $          9,792.23  

207943 MICROMARKETING LLC  $                39.99  

207944 MORCOMBE/JESSICA  $              500.00  

207945 MOTOROLA  $          5,254.26  

207946 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $          3,458.10  

207947 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION  $                46.00  

207948 ND RECORDERS ASSOCIATION  $              100.00  

207949 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS  $              570.00  

207950 ND STATE UNIVERSITY  $              474.00  

207951 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $        25,549.14  

207952 NDACS SPELLING BEE  $                42.00  

207953 NDACSSD  $                50.00  

207954 NDPSE - MATHCOUNTS  $              234.00  

207955 NDSU SOIL SCIENCE  $              500.00  

207956 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $        14,206.82  

207957 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $          1,070.66  

207958 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC  $              735.21  

207959 OAKDALE ENTERPRISES  $          1,956.70  

207961 OLSON/DOUG  $                32.20  

207962 OLSON/JEREMY  $                13.80  

207963 OSTRANDER/JULES & LYNETTE  $              661.13  

207964 OTIS ELEVATOR COMPANY  $          1,224.99  

207965 PARRISH/CALVIN  $              550.00  

207966 PEREZ/PER  $              500.00  

207967 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $              275.00  

207968 PLAYNETWORK, INC.  $                89.85  

207969 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC  $              134.40  

207970 QUILL CORPORATION  $              346.96  

207971 RADISSON HOTEL  $              149.40  

207972 RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL  $              276.00  

207973 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $              240.00  

207974 RESPOND SYSTEMS  $              632.32  

207975 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN  $              294.72  

207976 RODENBIKER/JACOB  $                62.30  

207977 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $              379.85  

207978 ROLFSON OIL  $        12,867.15  

207979 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES  $              472.75  

207980 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $              429.24  
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207981 SCHMITZ/MICHAEL  $          1,000.00  

207982 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $          2,250.00  

207983 SEMBACH/SCOTT  $          1,183.35  

207984 SINCLAIR/RYAN  $              500.00  

207985 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB.  $              967.54  

207986 SITTING BEAR/CATLIN  $              500.00  

207987 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL  $                50.00  

207988 SONDROL/KARLA  $              500.00  

207989 SPORTS AWARDS  $                18.00  

207990 ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER  $              694.20  

207991 STANDING ROCK SANITATION SERVICE,INC.  $        56,995.51  

207992 STEIN'S INC.  $          3,010.22  

207993 SUPERIOR LAMP INC.  $              201.99  

207994 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.  $              230.25  

207995 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.  $              910.00  

207996 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES  $              849.60  

207997 THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXPRESSWAY  $          8,000.00  

207998 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K  $              196.38  

207999 THOMPSON/KAREN  $                50.00  

208000 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $              294.74  

208001 TORGRAMSON/LEVI  $              645.00  

208002 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $              268.75  

208003 TRANE U.S. INC.  $          9,969.60  

208004 ULTEIG  $     249,582.48  

208005 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC.  $                  9.90  

208006 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $          5,990.12  

208007 UPPER MISSOURI BAR ASSOCIATION  $                75.00  

208008 VISA  $              748.45  

208009 WARD COUNTY AUDITOR  $          5,945.50  

208010 WATCHGUARD VIDEO  $              265.00  

208011 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $          6,350.00  

208012 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $              661.99  

208013 WE INTEGRATE  $        39,992.97  

208014 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $          5,147.57  

208015 WESTWIND CONSULTING CENTER, INC  $              530.00  

208016 WHIPPLE WOOD CPAS  $          1,833.75  

208017 VOID  $                       -    

208018 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  $          2,200.00  

208019 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING  $          8,544.00  

208020 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $          6,445.30  

208021 WILLISTON COUNCIL OF AGING  $        30,000.00  

208022 WISNESS/PAUL  $                34.50  

208023 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $        46,166.03  
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208024 DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY  $          2,080.95  

208025 VISA  $          2,909.68  

208026 DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY  $          3,657.32  

208027 DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY  $          3,052.66  

208028 DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY  $          2,828.83  

208029 SUNDT/NATHAN  $              321.59  

208030 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE  $              595.00  

208031 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $        52,615.27  

208032 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2  $     204,361.47  

208033 ND STATE TREASURER  $        52,677.40  

208034 SIOUX IRRIGATION DISTRICT  $        10,157.60  

208035 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT  $              241.09  

208036-208064 PAYROLL-MARCH 13, 2015  $     508,169.64  

208065 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $          1,000.00  

208066 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $              500.00  

208067 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I  $          3,972.90  

208068 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $              150.00  

208069 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                40.37  

208070 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE  $                46.00  

208071 CROSS/ROBERT  $                40.25  

208072 DW EXCAVATING  $        66,006.00  

208073 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $          2,025.07  

208074 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER  $        25,372.50  

208075 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $              888.19  

208076 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $          1,275.00  

208077 JELLESED/LEIF L.  $                41.40  

208078 LUND OIL, INC.  $              880.86  

208079 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $              112.73  

208080 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $              110.90  

208081 ND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ASSN.  $          2,500.00  

208082 NEFF JR/CHARLES  $          2,527.15  

208083 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $              748.00  

208084 NOVAK/LARRY  $                35.65  

208085 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                  8.64  

208086 OK TIRE STORE  $          1,132.26  

208087 OK TIRE STORE  $              600.95  

208088 PRO FORMS  $                65.00  

208089 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                97.94  

208090 SHAFFER/JEFF  $              115.50  

208091 SM ENERGY COMPANY  $     149,509.58  

208092 SUBSURFACE INSTRUMENTS, INC.  $          5,500.00  

208093 VINIARD/JEFFREY L  $              115.50  

208094 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $          1,602.24  
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208095 AT&T  $                41.57  

208096 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                49.89  

208097 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $          1,675.80  

208098 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $              135.20  

208099 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $          3,500.57  

208100 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $        12,026.55  

208101 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $          7,933.67  

208102 NEMONT  $                28.50  

208103 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $          6,292.27  

208104 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $        20,954.82  

208105 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                39.88  

208106 STARK COUNTY  $              300.00  

208107 VERIZON WIRELESS  $          5,355.43  

208108 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $              696.43  

208109-208135 PAYROLL-MARCH 27, 2015  $     495,800.68  

208136 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $          1,500.00  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 7, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on April 7, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending March 31, 

2015.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Motor Vehicle Branch Manager Winchester notified the Board that on May 1, 

2015, she will become the County’s passport agent.  Winchester updated the Board on 
the appointment hours of service and fees, which will be $25.00 per application and 
$5.00 for photos. 

 
The Board discussed an office décor request from District Judge Schmidt.  

Consensus of Board was that County funds would not be provided for office décor other 
than the front entry. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to direct State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 

to write a letter to Alexander Rural Fire District expressing concern over imposing fees 
related to zoning permits without statutory authorization to do so.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec presented an updated revised budget for 2015 and 2016, which 

included a revised revenue forecast and revised road project estimates with at 15% 
reduction in CIP estimate, as well as law enforcement center project and offsite 
expenses.  Svihovec reported that revised projections show a minimum of $62 Million 
shortfall over 2015 and 2016 budget years.   

 
Myron Knutson and Scott Wegner presented bonding and financing options for 

the County.  ICON Architectural group also presented law enforcement center design 
changes that would save up to $8.5 Million total.   Sheriff Schwartzenberger presented 
reasons for not reducing the planned size of the law enforcement center construction 
project. 
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 At 11:00am the Board moved to the Auditor’s Conference Room where 
Commissioners Cayko, Nordby, Anderson, Best, and Skarda and Auditor Svihovec held 
a conference call with Brad Thompson from the Bank of North Dakota to discuss loan 
options for the County.   
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Bankhead Jones 
Distribution, as presented. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 At 1:00pm a public hearing was held on the combination of the Auditor’s and 
Treasurer’s Offices.  Two members of the public, Cheryl Grantier and Patsy Levang, 
spoke in opposition to the combination out of concern of legal ramifications, separation 
of workload, and checks and balances. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to authorize Chairman Cayko to sign 
the contract for Bypass Access Control after review by State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Landfill Manager Schreiber requested approval to waive landfill fees for Pick Up 
the Patch on May 2, as well as to waive fees for the Law Enforcement Center 
construction project.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve waiving 
landfill fees as requested. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve Landfill Manager Schreiber’s 
request to close the landfill on Saturdays until further notice.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the temporary 
encroachment permit application from Slawson Exploration for one year, to April 7, 
2016, to open and reclaim the section line: Sections 1 and 12, Township 151 North, 
Range 95 West and to notify the McKenzie County Auditor when the site has been 
reclaimed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the contract with 
Construction Engineers for the Law Enforcement Center project.  Anderson withdrew 
his motion and the topic was tabled until the April 21, 2015, meting to allow time for the 
State’s Attorney to review the recommended changes. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve executing the agreement with 
Haan & Associates pending obtaining successful foreign business registration with the 
Secretary of State.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve $2.00 per hour (to $25.10) 
for two operators, Jamie Norstog & Jeremy Smith, upon completion of certification 
exams.  Certification raises will no longer be part of the County’s compensation offers.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 The Board directed HR Manager Willis to research the classification of the C-
banded employees, to research comparable pay for landfill directors in the region, and 
to research overtime compensation policies for exempt employees and make a 
recommendation to the Board. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the raffle permit application 
from the Grassy Butte Community Club.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to adopt the following McKenzie County 
Burn Ban Resolution as presented by DES Coordinator Rockvoy.   
 

MCKENZIE COUNTY BURN BAN RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota has very dry conditions with 
significant fuel supplies available; and 

 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota has sustained or been threatened 

with rural fires as of this date, and the McKenzie County Department of Emergency 
Services has been in consultation with local fire departments; and 

 
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and 

property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of response, inordinate equipment wear and fire damages 

may be in excess of County resources. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County 

Commissioners declare a Fire Emergency and Burn Ban to include a ban on ignition of 
fireworks, garbage burning, campfires, burning of farm or crop land and unnecessary 
off-road motorized travel when the North Dakota Rangeland Fire Index is in the High, 
Very High, or Extreme category and/or a Red Flag Warning has been issued for 
McKenzie County, North Dakota.  The daily Rangeland Fire Index can be found at the 
following web site:  http://www.crh.noaa.gov/bis/?n=fire_weather_public 

 
ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO WILLFULLY VIOLATES THE BURN BAN IS GUILTY 

OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR (NDCC 37-17.1-10: MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 30 
DAYS IN JAIL AND A $1500 FINE), AND RESTITUTION OF FIRE SUPRESSION 
COSTS MAY BE SOUGHT FROM THE COURT. 
 

Dated this 7th Day of April, 2015, McKenzie County North Dakota.  Ending 
October 31, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to eliminate the fiber line installation 
from the Courthouse to the LE Center site.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve a policy to permanently ban 
streaming music and video on County computers.  With a vote of 4 aye and 1 nay 
(Cayko), motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve Change Order #5 for the 
Courthouse Project, $387,327.78, which includes wireless drops, court recorder offices, 
casework, and the Hillside Court retaining wall.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the proposal from US Imaging 
for Clerk of Court and Planning & Zoning document scanning.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to execute the Affidavit of Possession 
as Corrective Title Action for Lot 3, Block 1, Third Addition to Watford City.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award Route 53 bid to Border States 
Paving for $9,357,049.06; to approve the S&S Motors proposal for two pickups at 
$31,687.10 each; and to award the bid for construction staking on Route 53 to Brosz 
Engineering for $108,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve Options 2-11, as presented 
by ICON Architects, for reductions for the Law Enforcement Center project, estimated at 
$3 Million.  With 4 votes aye, and 1 vote nay (Anderson), motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the loan with the Bank of North 
Dakota for a maximum of $60 Million for the Law Enforcement Center.  With 4 votes 
aye, and 1 vote nay (Anderson), motion carried.  

 
The meeting recessed at 7:00 p.m. until April 21, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

April 21, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on April 21, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Absent:  Commissioner Doug Nordby.  Chairman Cayko 
called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Commissioner Skarda asked to have Planning and Zoning Consent Agenda 

Items 1 and 2 pulled from the Consent Agenda for separate consideration. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve Planning and Zoning Consent 

Agenda Items 3-5 and 7-13 as published.  All voting aye, motion carried. 



102 
 

 For Consent Agenda Item 1, Paradigm—Text Zone CUP, Commissioner Skarda 
asked to include garbage control effective upon approval and that the Emergency 
Response Plan should include direct communication with landowners within one mile of 
the site.  For Consent Agenda Item 2, Basin Electric, Commissioner Skarda asked that 
a map of the re-route be included in the plan. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve Items 1 and 2 for approval with 
the changes recommended by Skarda.  Anderson abstained.  All others voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the bills as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the contract as presented for 
Construction Engineers, Ltd. For the Law Enforcement Center project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to execute a 12 month lease agreement 
at $3,000/month with Madison Heights for housing for HR Manager Willis, with Willis 
reimbursing the County $1,900/month.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to adopt the Final Resolution to 
Combine the Auditor and Treasurer Offices.   
 

FINAL RESOLUTION TO COMBINE THE OFFICES OF 
McKENZIE COUNTY AUDITOR & McKENZIE COUNTY TREASURER 

 
WHEREAS, on 3 March 2015, the Board of County Commissioners adopted a 

preliminary resolution and approved a plan for combining the offices of McKenzie 
County Auditor and McKenzie County Treasurer as provided by Chapter 11-10.2 of the 
North Dakota Century Code, and 
 

WHEREAS, the preliminary resolution and proposed plan were published in the 
McKenzie County Farmer at least once during two different weeks within the thirty-day 
period immediately following the adoption of the preliminary resolution, and 
 

WHEREAS, the preliminary resolution and proposed plan were the subject of 
public hearings held during each of the regularly-scheduled meetings of the Board of 
County Commissioner on Tuesday 17 March 2015 and Tuesday 7 April 2015, in order 
to encourage public discussion of the purpose, conclusions, and recommendations of 
the plan, and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners is satisfied adoption of the 
proposed plan will improve the effectiveness and efficiency of county government and 
its responsiveness and accountability to local citizens, without diminishing the general 
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responsibility of county government to perform any function or provide any service that 
is required by law to be performed or provided by county government, 
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the terms of the proposed plan approved 
3 March 2015 be affirmed and finalized, so that effective 1 May 2015 the offices of 
McKenzie County Auditor and McKenzie County Treasurer are and shall be combined, 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the approved plan shall be filed both with the 
District Court in McKenzie County and with the McKenzie County Auditor. 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the abatement and refund 
applications for 2013 and 2014 for Terry Neidhardt.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to award the Aggregate Stockpile bid 
to Plote Construction for $2,239,400.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to award the Summer Supplies bids as 
follows:  for 2015 Crushing to Sundre Sand & Gravel, for 2015 Culverts to True North 
Steel, and for 2015 Cattle guard Cleaning to Rink Construction at $245.00/hour.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Highway Superintendent Dollinger reported that Eldean Flynn had contacted him 
regarding rip rapping the bank of the Yellowstone River in Section 32, Township 150N, 
Range 104W.  It was the consensus of the Board that other opportunities should be 
used due to cost and permits required. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for Northern Bypass 
Phase I (County Route 10) to Central Specialties for $29,408,335.32.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to award the bid for 7.1 miles of Route 30 
to Knife River Corporation for $10,197,824.36.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to award the bid to Wanzek Construction 
for 22nd St. Bridge BRO-0027(041) as an 80/20 project for a total of $793,031.40.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Cattle Guard permit 
application from Randall Stevenson on 122nd Ave NW, Section 10, Township 149N, 
Range 98W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board approved Dollinger pursuing a lease for a new gravel pit in the 
County. 
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 HR Manager Willis updated the Board on the Fox-Lawson salary/classification 
system.  
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to accept the resignation from Walter 
Hadley with regret, Building & Planning Department Director, effective May 1, 2015.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve HR Manager Willis to 
advertise for Planning & Building Department director at a salary range of $85,000-
110,000, utilizing a recruitment agency if she deems necessary.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Planning & Building 
Director position to fall under the supervision of the Public Works Director.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the liquor license application 
from Patriot Fuels, LLC pending a schematic floorplan drawing.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to adopt the Emergency Declaration 
for the Tobacco Gardens Fire on April 14, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Emergency 
Responders Night budget up to a maximum of $12,000.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to move the regular July 7, 2015, 
meeting to July 1, 2015, at 9:00am.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The meeting adjourned at 3:42p.m. until May 5, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

208137 A MIRROR IMAGE ENVIRONMENTAL SOLUTION 1,116.68 
208138 AE2S CONSTRUCTION 15,700.00 
208139 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. 52.5 
208140 AMAN/KELSEY 900.79 
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208141 AMERICAN INSURANCE CENTER 150 
208142 ANDERSON REFRIGERATION 4,459.85 
208143 ANDERSON/RONALD A. 1,137.80 
208144 APEX SERVICES LLC 63.93 
208145 APPLIED CONCEPTS 20,146.00 
208146 ARMSTRONG SANITATION 1,005.00 
208147 ARNEGARD/STACY 369.4 
208148 AVI SYSTEMS, INC. 8,470.00 
208149 AXDAHL/CARLEY 386.76 
208150 BADLANDS HARDWARE 95.96 
208151 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE 2,276.00 
208152 BAKER & TAYLOR 260.35 
208153 BAUMAN/BARBARA 103.5 
208154 BAYMONT INN & SUITES 298.8 
208155 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL 568.2 
208156 BEST/VAWNITA 3,568.85 
208157 BLUE LUBE 122.45 
208158 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 1,734.39 
208159 BONE/LINDALEE M 208.64 
208160 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC. 285 
208161 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. 84,566.19 
208162 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. 31,767.50 
208163 BROWN/COREY 20 
208165 BROWN/ROGER 70 
208166 BURKE CO. SOCIAL SERVICES 171.5 
208167 BURNS & MCDONNELL 95,892.65 
208168 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE 647.5 
208169 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. 485.42 
208170 C&D WATER SERVICES 122 
208171 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS 860.92 
208172 CARTWRIGHT WELDING SERVICE, INC. 56 
208173 CAYKO/RICHARD 1,271.75 
208174 CCCS, INC. 15,120.00 
208175 CENEX FLEETCARD 473.72 
208176 CENTURY LINK 50.23 
208177 CHARLIE'S SERVICE 2,215.40 
208178 CHERREY'S PROPANE 1,963.00 
208179 CLOCK/LLOYD 303.25 
208180 COBORN'S INC. 118.9 
208181 COMFORT INN 1,174.00 
208182 COMMAND CENTER, INC 4,950.28 
208183 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. 2,833.69 
208184 COOK'S ILLUSTRATED 9.95 
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208185 COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS 1,960.00 
208186 CULLINAN/CASSIE 36 
208187 DACOTAH FOUNDATION 180 
208188 DAVE COCHRAN 3,122.20 
208189 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC 589 
208190 DEAN/JAMES A. 450 
208191 DEKKER/NATHAN 15,000.00 
208192 DELL MARKETING L.P. 1,358.60 
208193 DOLLINGER/KYLE 335.25 
208194 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT 1,475.00 
208195 EIDE BAILLY 1,500.00 
208196 EMRY'S LOCKSMITHING 38 
208197 ESRI INC. 2,375.00 
208198 EXTENDOBED 14,160.00 
208199 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 1,767.87 
208200 FASTENAL COMPANY 18.9 
208201 FICKEN/MICHAEL 135 
208202 FINSAAS/DARRELL 197.8 
208203 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC 7,085.68 
208204 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA 4,628.88 
208205 FOREVER GLASS 293.78 
208206 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. 54,307.60 
208207 FOSS/BONNIE 60.5 
208208 FOUND IT NOW 11.14 
208209 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME 3,136.25 
208210 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 1,709.94 
208211 GALLS INCORPORATED 158.94 
208212 GENE'S TREE SERVICE 936.4 
208213 GRANT/EDWARD 90.5 
208214 GROSS/HEIDI 203.38 
208215 HADLEY/WALTER 50 
208216 HANNAHER'S 128.67 
208217 HAUGEN/LESLIE C 36.8 
208218 HAUGOM WINDOW COVERINGS 879 
208219 HDR ENGINEERING, INC 205,259.53 
208220 HEDAHL'S INC. 34.05 
208221 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. 4,471.37 
208222 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA 513.98 
208223 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY 20,522.13 
208224 HOLTE/KAREN L. 10.5 
208225 HORIZON RESOURCES 439.84 
208226 HOWARD SUPPLY COMPANY 126.11 
208227 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 262,584.64 
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208228 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. 20,754.00 
208229 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC. 3,735.31 
208230 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING 8,828.60 
208231 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS 2,329.41 
208232 IVERSON/DICK 40.25 
208233 JACK & JILL 4,878.29 
208234 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN 5,011.74 
208235 JOHNSON/JESSE 229 
208236 JOHNSRUD/ANN 993.5 
208237 JOHNSRUD/ERICA 277.17 
208238 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. 162,491.42 
208239 KDSR RADIO SERVICES 460 
208240 KELLY INN 783.9 
208242 KULAS/JILL 468.98 
208243 KUMMER'S PUMPING 400 
208244 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES 224.1 
208245 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. 203.01 
208246 LASS/KOREY 105 
208247 LAWLAR/RICHARD 250 
208248 LERVICK/JEROME 8.63 
208249 LEWIS/JAY 55.2 
208250 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER 64.43 
208251 LOWER YELLOWSTONE IRRIGATION PROJECT 2,394.10 
208252 LSS HOUSING WATFORD CITY, LLC 1,486.84 
208253 LUHMAN/SCOTT 56 
208254 LUND OIL, INC. 14,517.73 
208255 LYLE SIGNS INC. 7,797.60 
208256 MADSEN/ALICIA 37.21 
208257 MARCO, INC. 4,568.75 
208258 MARTINEZ/ED 35 
208259 MATHISON CO./THE 1,045.51 
208260 MCCORMICK/CRESCENTIA CLAIRE 90.5 
208261 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. 105.89 
208262 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE 1,630.50 
208263 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER 5,988.53 
208264 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH 300 
208265 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 
208266 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. 1,690.00 
208267 MCNANEY/CHARLES 85.1 
208268 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU 5,138.31 
208269 MICROMARKETING LLC 163.34 
208270 MILES/GELINA 98.5 
208271 MOORE MEDICAL LLC 223.28 
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208272 MRACHEK/KRIS 28.75 
208273 MURRAY/CECIL 10,000.00 
208274 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES 1,677.19 
208275 ND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ASSN. 200 
208276 ND COUNTY TREASURER'S ASSN. 250 
208277 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION 76,235.09 
208278 ND SHERIFF'S & DEPUTIES ASSN. 200 
208279 ND STATE AUDITOR'S OFFICE 165 
208280 NDAAO 550 
208281 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP 154,192.85 
208282 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE 24,855.50 
208283 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE (HDFS) 85 
208284 NELSON/DEBBIE 3,000.00 
208285 NORDBY JR/DOUG M 888.25 
208286 NORDBY/LORI 613.28 
208287 NORSTOG/JAMIE 137.8 
208288 NORTHERN IMPROVEMENT CO. 1,120.00 
208289 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. 284.5 
208290 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. 2,371.34 
208291 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER 270 
208292 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 718.45 
208293 OK TIRE STORE 1,473.07 
208294 OLSON/DOUG 128.8 
208295 OLSON/JEREMY 12.08 
208296 OMSBERG/NIKKI 352.4 
208297 PARRISH/CALVIN 1,100.00 
208298 PAULSON/KATIE 530 
208299 PEERY/SANDY 14.47 
208300 PIPPIN LAW FIRM 450 
208301 PITNEY BOWES 1,722.06 
208302 PITNEY BOWES INC. 175.05 
208303 PRAXAIR 923.23 
208304 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC 12,639.55 
208305 PRO FORMS 15.81 
208306 QUILL CORPORATION 242.16 
208307 RAMKOTA HOTEL 149.4 
208308 RANGEN/MELANIE 36 
208309 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. 40,971.74 
208310 RESPOND SYSTEMS 504.14 
208311 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. 390 
208312 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN 451.15 
208313 RODENBIKER/JACOB 311.46 
208314 ROGNESS/MICHELLE 510.9 
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208315 ROLFSON OIL 25,942.40 
208316 RON'S ELECTRIC 450 
208317 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES 109.95 
208319 S & S MOTORS 1,448.80 
208320 SAGE/CORRINE 39.1 
208321 SAMUELSON/JERRY 564.5 
208322 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE 10.5 
208323 SCHWARTZENBERGER/GARY 236.43 
208324 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS 560 
208325 SELECT FORD MERCURY 623.72 
208326 SEWFINE EMBROIDERY 146.97 
208327 SHELDEN/JENNIFER 20 
208328 SIGN SHOP/THE 3,452.00 
208329 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL 271.15 
208330 SORENSON/DESIREE 537.93 
208331 SORENSON/LARRY 296.37 
208332 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN 110,909.27 
208333 STEIN'S INC. 5,133.43 
208334 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. 292.71 
208335 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. 881 
208336 TD & H ENGINEERING 3,260.05 
208337 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K 263.17 
208338 THOMPSON/JENNIFER 532.76 
208339 THOMPSON/KAREN 227.64 
208340 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST 374.5 
208341 TITANIUM PLUMBING 965 
208342 TOY/NANCY 36 
208343 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. 7,560.45 
208344 TRANA/KATHY 373.38 
208345 TRANE U.S. INC. 2,364.94 
208346 ULTEIG 318,256.25 
208347 ULTRAMAX 4,140.00 
208348 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. 76.5 
208349 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE 1,817.55 
208350 UNITED RENTALS TRENCH SAFETY 160 
208351 VINIARD/JEFFREY L 80.5 
208352 VISA 1,089.98 
208353 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC 6,350.00 
208354 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER 393.09 
208355 WE INTEGRATE 5,247.22 
208356 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. 10,641.99 
208357 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. 7,446.10 
208358 WISNESS/SANDI 500 
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208359 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC 1,050.00 
208360 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL 867 
208361 BROWN/DEAN K. 37.5 
208362 KENNEDY SCALES, INC 67,233.88 
208363 ND PUBLIC EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEM 1,394.25 
208364 RADISSON HOTEL 149.4 

208365-208391 PAYROLL-APRIL 10, 2015 683,413.03 
208392 DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY 628.76 
208393 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. 31,578.79 
208394 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA 6,823.51 
208395 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 29,468.60 
208396 ND STATE TREASURER 31,945.96 
208397 SIOUX IRRIGATION DISTRICT 1,919.22 
208398 RYAN/KARLA 704.38 
208399 AT&T 41.57 
208400 CENTURY LINK 50.23 
208401 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM 46.07 
208402 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. 1,743.75 
208403 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER 113.89 
208404 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 8,436.67 
208405 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES 8,152.38 
208406 NEMONT 28.5 
208407 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 2,818.58 
208408 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC 14,485.21 
208409 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY 39.88 
208410 VERIZON WIRELESS 6,406.08 
208411 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF 767.15 
208412 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS 457.57 
208413 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I 9,442.59 
208414 ARNTSON STEWART WEGNER PC 903.31 
208415 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. 150 
208416 BADLANDS HARDWARE 152.9 
208417 BARKIE/DOUGLAS A 500 
208418 BENTLEY SYSTEMS, INC. 6,861.83 
208419 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. 41.2 
208420 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS 215,781.50 
208421 CROSS/ROBERT 40.25 
208422 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP 1,864.01 
208423 DW EXCAVATING 4,330.00 
208424 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY 510.48 
208425 FOREVER GLASS 302.14 
208426 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER 46,660.75 
208427 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. 96.02 
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208428 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC 1,270.00 
208429 JELLESED/LEIF L. 41.4 
208430 LUND OIL, INC. 1,065.87 
208431 MANDAN NW PIPE FITTINGS, INC 81.96 
208432 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER 1,000.00 
208433 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. 1,752.95 
208434 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. 94.16 
208435 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN. 200 
208436 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION 455 
208437 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL 880 
208438 NOVAK/LARRY 35.65 
208439 O K IMPLEMENT CO. 78.74 
208440 OK TIRE STORE 39.95 
208441 PUKLICH CHEVROLET 63,374.20 
208442 PUMP SYSTEMS, INC. 1,420.53 
208443 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP 98.2 
208444 SHAFFER/JEFF 90.5 
208445 SMITH/JEREMY 90.5 
208446 USA BLUE BOOK 2,675.55 
208447 VOGEL LAW FIRM 1,700.17 

208448-208477 PAYROLL-APRIL 24, 2015 561,316.97 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 5, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on May 5, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented a preliminary Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 

April 30, 2015.  The final report will be provided at the May 19, 2015, meeting. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Preliminary Treasurer’s 

Report, Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Recorder Johnsrud approached the Board regarding scheduling for the 

Christmas Party. The Board approved booking Outlaws for December 5. 
 
Clerk of Court Lawlar updated the Board on the transition on non-statutory duties 

of the Clerk of Court Office. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Sunday liquor permit 

for Long X Saloon in Grassy Butte.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Agreement for Entry & 

Construction for MDU for the Law Enforcement Center, Peace & Justice Subdivision.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from Haugom 

Window Coverings for blinds for all East facing offices, Clerk of Court, and State’s 
Attorney at a cost of $7,406.00 installed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Mandaree EMS 

Sustainability EIIO Grant.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from the City of 

Arnegard for payment in full of $4,000.00 for 2014 jail services for the City of Arnegard.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to advertise the position of County and 

Senior Housing Coordinator with a salary range of $55,000-$65,000.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to advertise the position of Facility 

Manager with a salary range of $45,000-$65,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to hire Brian Vollmer as a seasonal 

blade operator at $27.50/hour.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award County Road 30 

engineering to KLJ for $439,362.00 and County Road 29 engineering to Brosz 
Engineering for $602,728.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Public Works Director Kanwar provided the Board an update on the Northern 

Bypass Phase I right of way acquisition.   The Board supported taking legal action on 
those they are not able to obtain signatures from in the next week so as not to delay 
starting the construction project. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve Change Order of 

$191,423.46 for closure of Cell 5 at the Landfill from J. Koski and Company.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve advertising for bid the T870 

Skidsteer loader with trade-in at the Landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Dakota Dumpster approached the Board with a request to write off a $26,000 fine 

for filter socks that were dumped by another company in 2013.  It was the consensus of 
the Board not to forgive the fine and encouraged Dakota Dumpster to seek legal action 
against the party they believe disposed of the socks in their dumpster. 

 
The Board supported PWD Kanwar’s request for approval of a (yet to be 

determined amount) bonus for Lindsey Perusich and Jennifer Shelden for additional 
responsibilities during the interim without a Planning and Zoning Director. 

 
PWD Kanwar updated the Board on the 130th Ave NW realignment, along with 

comments from NDDOT representative Dave Leftwich. 
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Larry Skaare, Oasis Petroleum, presented information on their surface 

reclamation process. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to enter Executive Session for the 

purposes of attorney consultation.  Roll call vote:  Skarda, aye; Nordby, aye; Cayko, 
aye; Anderson, aye; Best, aye.  Motion carried. 
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Executive Session was entered at 1:40 p.m. for attorney consultation on the item 
of the Sheriff Department employees pay dispute.  Present for the Executive Session 
were Chairman Cayko, Commissioners Anderson, Best, Skarda, and Nordby; Auditor 
Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, and HR Manager 
Willis.  Executive Session adjourned at 2:02 p.m.   

 
Chairman Cayko reported that the Board has passed a resolution in Executive 

Session to support the recommended legal advice from State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 
regarding the Sheriff Department wage dispute. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from 

Commissioning Solutions, Inc., Fargo, for commissioning the heating and cooling 
system at the Courthouse for $19,873.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve awarding Bid Package #1 

items as presented by Construction Engineers, Inc., for the combined law enforcement 
center, totaling $2,649,746.45.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Auditor Svihovec to email 

City Administrator Moen and Mayor Sanford requesting to have all building and 
planning/design fees waived as part of the City’s contribution to the Combined Law 
Enforcement Center project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the out of state conference for 

Landfill Director Rick Schreiber.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve contracting Roger Chinn for 

assistance in County royalty and mineral tracking at a rate of $25.00/hour.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 3:53 p.m. until May 19, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

May 19, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on May 19, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Tower Rental Agreement 

with Whiting Oil & Gas Corporation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Water Bills and others, as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Fred Schwartz, Kimley Horn, provided an update to the Board on County 

roadways, capital improvement plan, county major collector routes, and presented a 
proposal for additional CMC roads. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to submit to NDDOT for CMC 

designation for Priority 1 roadways as presented by Schwartz, totaling 97.4 miles.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar requested approval to contract SRF Consulting Group, Inc., to 

provide interim services for the building and planning department.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the request to contract SRF 

Consulting Group, Inc., with a target maximum budget for 2015 at $25,000.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board authorized exploring a lease option and requirements for leasing a 

new compactor for the Landfill.  Auditor Svihovec and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker will 
research options and report back to the Board at the June 2, 2015, meeting.   

 
PWD Kanwar presented a proposal for a new design standard for CMC routes, 

which would apply to new and reconstructed roads only.   
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to accept the design standards on 

County Major Collectors and Local Roads for New or Reconstruction of Existing 
Infrastructure as presented by Kanwar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar refreshed the Board on the Road Closure policy during rain events. 
 
Jeff Kindel, Mayor of Arnegard, and Ingrid Heggen, Heggen Nelson Engineering, 

presented estimates for a lagoon project in Arnegard and its impact on sewer rates if 
they have to borrow $1 Million. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve advertising the positions 

of Building Inspector and Highway Accountant as proposed by HR Manager Willis.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the moving/travel expense 

voucher for Jessie Dehn, totaling $1,324.43.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request to adjust Fitz 

Villaneuva’s hourly rate to $24.00/hour for construction season, no later than November 
15, 2015, and that at that time his wage reverts back to $18.90/hour.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to agree to MOU with the Veterans 

Affairs Office after review and approval of the MOU by State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jerry Samuelson presented a proposal for the Veterans Memorial Park project 

with an estimated cost of $1Million.  The Board approved an initial funding request of 
$1,000 to the Watford City Park Board for advertising, website development, and 
fundraising promotions.  Additional funding for the project will be requested as a 2016 
budget grant request. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger approached the Board with a request to improve 

security at the County Impound Lot using a remotely controlled camera system.  
Schwartzenberger said there may be $4,000.00 in grant monies that could also be 
allocated to this project. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request for installation 

of a security camera at the impound lot, with an estimated cost of $10,000.00 for the 
project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board supported Schwartzenberger’s request to use fenced parking space 

at the Landfill for additional impound space.  Landfill Director Schreiber is in support of 
this request. 

 
Also brought to the attention of the Board was the overdue Sheriff’s Office Visa 

Bill, which is currently over 60 days past due with a balance of $8,857.46.  The Board 
directed the Auditor’s Office not to pay the bill and to allow the Sheriff’s Office to 
continue researching and locating receipts that must be submitted before payment can 
be made. 

 
Discussed was the Sheriff’s request for network and firewall passwords from 

NRG.  Auditor Svihovec explained that the external network is controlled by the State.  
The Board asked Sheriff Schwartzenberger to email Alan with NRG and HR Manager 
Willis his list of requests for security within the Sheriff’s Office internal computer 
network. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the installation of keycard 

access to the network room with an estimated cost of $7,500.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Tax Director Katie Paulson provided an update to the Board on the Vanguard 

mass appraisal that will be starting on June 1, 2015, for all commercial and all 
residential property in McKenzie County. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve a letter that authorizes 

leasing the lots to LSS for the LSS Housing project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to appoint Karen Shaide to the Library 

Board to fil the unexpired vacated term of Cecile Long, expiring 12/31/17.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to send a letter of support to the North 

Dakota Supreme Court in support of designating McKenzie County as chambers for one 
of four new district court judgeships.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve signing the Eide Bailly 

2013 and 2014 Audit agreement letter.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the loan agreement and  

dispersing of funds via wire transfer to Haan and Associates.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Hannaher’s proposal for 

additional Courthouse furniture, with the exception of removing the Commission Room 
furniture and placing a hold on the Extension Office furniture, and to approve the 
addition of a sign-in table for the Commission Room and Extension Office renovations.  
All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve adding the commissioning 

service for the Courthouse under ICON’s contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award the Hawkeye, Route 31, and 

Route 43 Bridge Replacement projects to J. Koski & Company.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
 The meeting adjourned at 6:15p.m. until June 2, 2015, at 8:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

208478 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $               263.76  
208479 ACCUSOURCE INC.  $           1,203.70  
208480 ACE TOWING  $               365.00  
208481 ACTION AUTO  $           1,134.39  
208482 AG COMMUNICATION  $                 75.00  
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208483 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $                 70.00  
208484 ALPHA CARD  $           1,898.00  
208485 AMAN/KELSEY  $               605.39  
208486 AMERICAN LEGION  $               113.00  
208487 ANDERSON/RONALD A.  $           1,639.55  
208488 ANOKA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE  $               140.00  
208489 APPLIED CONCEPTS  $         20,146.00  
208490 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $               665.00  
208491 ARROW MAGNOLIA INTERNATIONAL INC  $               995.11  
208492 ARROW SERVICE TEAM  $           2,000.00  
208493 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $               219.43  
208494 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $           4,156.00  
208495 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC  $           1,622.80  
208496 BAKER & TAYLOR  $               488.60  
208497 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $         15,111.11  
208498 BARRETT PHARMACY  $           2,599.17  
208499 BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL  $               347.97  
208500 BIG BOYS TOYS  $                 63.00  
208501 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE  $               183.04  
208502 BLUE LUBE  $           2,469.38  
208503 BLUE MOUNTAIN FENCING  $         11,952.00  
208504 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $           3,472.92  
208505 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC  $               321.53  
208506 BONE/LINDALEE M  $               270.87  
208507 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC.  $           1,055.00  
208508 BRENNA/TAMMY  $                 41.40  
208509 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $         15,135.00  
208510 BROWN/DEAN K.  $                 10.00  
208511 BUREAU OF GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS  $               232.00  
208512 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $         21,817.75  
208513 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE  $               525.00  
208514 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $               225.48  
208515 C&D WATER SERVICES  $               161.00  
208516 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $               257.26  
208517 CCCS, INC.  $         17,326.63  
208518 CENEX FLEETCARD  $               727.07  
208519 CHARLIE'S SERVICE  $                 22.90  
208520 CHERREY'S PROPANE  $           3,343.00  
208521 CHISHOLM/AARON  $               170.50  
208522 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $           2,526.74  
208523 COMFORT INN  $               296.00  
208524 COMFORT SUITES  $               296.00  
208525 COMMAND CENTER, INC  $           1,800.91  
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208526 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $           7,248.10  
208527 COUNTY OF GRAND FORKS  $           1,063.58  
208528 DAN'S BODY SHOP  $         22,292.59  
208529 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES  $               515.20  
208530 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $               249.00  
208531 DELL MARKETING L.P.  $               975.54  
208532 DEMCO  $               264.29  
208533 DOORMEN OVERHEAD, LLC  $               182.93  
208534 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS  $               290.59  
208535 EIDE BAILLY  $         10,944.60  
208536 EIDE FORD  $         30,000.00  
208537 EMBLEM ENTERPRISES, INC.  $               605.83  
208538 EVANSON CONSTRUCTION  $               536.00  
208539 EXPRESSWAY INN  $                 74.70  
208540 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $         12,673.74  
208541 FASTENAL COMPANY  $                 39.91  
208542 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                 49.45  
208543 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE  $           1,388.00  
208544 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $           3,104.00  
208545 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $         10,650.00  
208546 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC.  $         84,721.31  
208547 FOSS/BONNIE  $                 50.00  
208548 FREELINC  $               762.11  
208549 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $               825.00  
208550 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $           2,099.22  
208551 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC.  $               675.00  
208552 GALLS INCORPORATED  $           4,253.97  
208553 GARFIELD COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE  $                 14.66  
208554 GARMANS FLOORING  $               967.02  
208555 GATEWAY CHEVROLET  $         25,675.00  
208556 GEM CITY MOTORS  $                 74.29  
208557 GRANT COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES  $               193.92  
208558 GROSS/HEIDI  $               612.94  
208559 HANNAHER'S  $         26,895.15  
208560 HARRISON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE  $                 32.08  
208561 HAZEN DRUG COMPANY  $                 27.98  
208562 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $       323,200.26  
208563 HEDAHL'S INC.  $               191.41  
208564 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $           2,234.64  
208565 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA  $               337.23  
208566 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY  $         21,268.71  
208567 HIGHWAY PRODUCTS, INC  $         11,901.15  
208568 HOLIDAY INN  $               896.40  
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208569 HOME OF ECONOMY  $               139.98  
208570 HORIZON RESOURCES  $                 42.86  
208571 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY  $               398.52  
208572 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $       397,750.18  
208573 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC.  $           1,960.44  
208574 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS  $                 19.96  
208575 IVERSON/DICK  $                 40.25  
208576 JACK & JILL  $           6,813.58  
208577 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $           5,115.84  
208578 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $                 50.00  
208579 JOHNSRUD/ERICA  $                 50.00  
208580 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES  $               400.00  
208581 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $       335,417.60  
208583 KELLY INN  $                 74.70  
208584 KIESON/CAROL  $               319.05  
208585 KIMBALL MIDWEST  $               391.34  
208586 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $         55,644.00  
208587 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $               400.00  
208588 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $               373.50  
208589 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.  $               243.18  
208590 LAWLAR/HOWDY  $                 11.50  
208591 LAWLAR/JODEE  $               105.68  
208592 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC.  $               103.76  
208593 LERVICK/JEROME  $                    8.63  
208594 LEWIS/JAY  $                 13.80  
208595 LONG/CECILE  $                 23.00  
208596 LSC ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS, LLC  $                 98.95  
208597 LUDLUM MEASUREMENTS, INC.  $               119.00  
208598 LUND OIL, INC.  $         27,652.36  
208599 MAINSTAY SUITES  $               166.00  
208600 MARCO, INC.  $           2,121.60  
208601 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE  $           1,117.79  
208602 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $           5,148.43  
208603 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $           5,000.00  
208604 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $               573.00  
208605 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $           2,814.85  
208606 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $           9,490.00  
208607 MCNANEY/CHARLES  $                 42.55  
208608 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $           4,375.00  
208609 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $           4,102.96  
208610 MID-STATES ORGANIZED CRIME INFORMATIO  $               150.00  
208611 MINOT DAILY NEWS  $               130.00  
208612 MOORE MEDICAL LLC  $               223.28  
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208613 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $               815.25  
208614 NATIONWIDE PAYMENT SOLUTIONS  $               100.10  
208615 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $           1,272.45  
208616 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION  $           7,801.79  
208617 ND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSN.  $                 50.00  
208618 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL  $         30,070.00  
208619 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS  $         14,281.38  
208620 ND STATE'S ATTORNEYS ASSN.  $               600.00  
208621 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $         25,551.03  
208622 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $               765.00  
208623 NEIDHARDT/TERRY  $               503.52  
208624 NORBY/LYNETTE  $                 40.25  
208625 NORDBY/LORI  $               757.54  
208626 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.  $                    8.60  
208627 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $           4,512.78  
208628 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER  $           2,001.00  
208629 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $               790.61  
208630 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC  $         29,378.06  
208631 OK AUTOMOTIVE  $               638.12  
208632 OK TIRE STORE  $           1,013.85  
208633 PARRISH/CALVIN  $               550.00  
208634 PAULSON/KATIE  $                 73.46  
208635 PENNINGTON/GREG  $               302.50  
208636 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $           4,332.00  
208637 PITNEY BOWES  $               568.62  
208638 PITNEY BOWES INC.  $                 70.54  
208639 PK SAFETY SUPPLY  $               545.00  
208640 PLAYNETWORK, INC.  $                 89.85  
208641 POSITIVE ID INC.  $                 19.40  
208642 PPI CONSULTING  $               475.00  
208643 PRAXAIR  $               483.92  
208644 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC  $           4,186.33  
208645 PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC  $               400.00  
208646 QUEEN CITY MOTORS INC.  $               112.00  
208647 QUILL CORPORATION  $               376.66  
208648 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.  $         29,683.33  
208649 RECORD KEEPERS LLC  $                 41.50  
208650 RED CARPET  $               320.70  
208651 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC.  $           1,700.00  
208652 RESPOND SYSTEMS  $               786.39  
208653 RODENBIKER/JACOB  $               318.27  
208654 ROLFSON OIL  $           1,206.45  
208655 RTVISION, INC.  $               813.75  
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208656 RUST SALES, INC  $           6,224.52  
208657 RYAN/KARLA  $               128.90  
208658 SAGE/CORRINE  $                 39.10  
208659 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $           2,750.00  
208660 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $               136.74  
208661 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS  $           1,180.00  
208662 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $           2,622.85  
208663 SIGNARAMA BISMARCK  $               323.33  
208664 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL  $                 50.00  
208665 SMITH/JAMIE  $                 36.00  
208666 SOLBERG/BRAD  $                 50.00  
208667 SOLID WASTE ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA  $               650.00  
208668 ST. JOSEPH HOSPITAL AND HEALTH CENTER  $               297.00  
208669 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN  $           4,042.92  
208670 STEIN'S INC.  $               679.86  
208671 STEVE CASEBIER  $         11,394.00  
208672 STREICHER'S  $         11,786.64  
208673 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC.  $               141.70  
208674 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.  $               498.25  
208675 TD & H ENGINEERING  $           4,863.79  
208676 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K  $                 98.03  
208677 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $           1,002.22  
208678 THOMPSON/KAREN  $               472.12  
208679 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $               390.50  
208680 THORSRUD SUPPLY CO., INC.  $               104.27  
208681 TIRED IRON REPAIR  $               130.00  
208682 TITAN MACHINERY, INC.  $           1,822.86  
208683 TITANIUM PLUMBING  $           1,495.00  
208684 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $               199.00  
208685 TRANE U.S. INC.  $           1,648.60  
208686 U.S. IMAGING  $       173,455.39  
208687 ULTEIG  $         63,405.79  
208688 ULTRAMAX  $           2,325.49  
208689 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC.  $                 16.55  
208690 UNIFORM CENTER  $                 69.99  
208691 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $           5,301.13  
208692 UPSTART  $               201.13  
208693 VEIT & COMPANY INC.  $         93,080.70  
208694 VIRTUOSO CONSTRUCTION  $         29,700.02  
208695 VISA  $           6,134.60  
208696 WATCHGUARD VIDEO  $         36,120.00  
208697 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $           6,350.00  
208698 WATFORD CITY POLICE DEPT.  $               782.00  
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208699 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $           2,377.21  
208700 WE INTEGRATE  $         12,446.34  
208701 WENCK ASSOCIATES INC.  $         12,144.00  
208702 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $         15,191.07  
208703 WESTWIND CONSULTING CENTER, INC  $               100.00  
208704 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  $           3,900.00  
208705 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $         50,424.21  
208706 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.  $           2,025.69  
208707 WORKFORCE SAFETY & INSURANCE  $               250.00  
208708 XEROX CORPORATION  $               157.08  
208709 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY  $           9,089.98  
208710 ZEP SALES & SERVICE  $               444.90  
208711 HOMESTEAD MANAGEMENT LLC  $           4,900.00  

208712-208739 PAYROLL--MAY 8, 2015  $       578,674.41  
208740 JENNY GROOMS  $               115.44  
208741 ANGELA SCHEBO  $               279.63  
208742 JOANNE SCHEBO  $               253.96  
208743 MCKENZIE CO TREASURER  $               136.16  
208744 ND STATE TAX COMMISSIONER  $                    2.00  
208745 WALTER HADLEY  $           5,081.10  
208746 MCKENZIE CO TREASURER  $           2,228.81  
208747 ND STATE TAX COMMISSIONER  $               128.00  
208748 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $           3,075.36  
208749 ND STATE TREASURER  $               652.38  
208750 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                 50.00  
208751 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $               582.77  
208752 BEYERS/PEGGY  $                 35.00  
208753 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE  $               500.00  
208754 CLOUD/CHRISTOPHER  $                 63.00  
208755 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP  $           1,546.44  
208756 DW EXCAVATING  $         56,817.50  
208757 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $               533.61  
208758 FASTENAL COMPANY  $               184.40  
208759 FERGUSON WATERWORKS  $           6,652.84  
208760 FLAGSHOOTER LLC  $               997.38  
208761 FORT BERTHOLD RURAL WATER  $         21,798.25  
208762 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $               336.93  
208763 GIERSDORF/KYLE  $                 76.26  
208764 HOMESTEAD MANAGEMENT LLC  $         21,000.00  
208765 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $           1,382.00  
208766 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW  $                 31.05  
208767 JOHNSON/JESSE  $               217.96  
208768 LUND OIL, INC.  $           1,013.26  



124 
 

208769 MACDOWELL/ELISABETH  $               451.34  
208770 MARTINEZ/ED  $                 99.61  
208771 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $           2,000.00  
208772 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $                 81.95  
208773 ND WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT ASSN.  $               250.00  
208774 NOVAK/LARRY  $                 35.65  
208775 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                 34.29  
208776 PERRY/ROBERT J.  $                 55.00  
208777 PUMP SYSTEMS, INC.  $           1,420.53  
208778 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                 96.35  
208779 ROLES/KRISTY  $               131.40  
208780 SINCLAIR/RYAN  $               115.50  
208781 USA BLUE BOOK  $           1,410.53  
208782 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $           3,421.50  
208783 WAWSA  $               871.75  

208784-208812 PAYROLL--MAY 22, 2015  $       596,217.11  
208813 AT&T  $                 41.78  
208814 CENTURY LINK  $                 50.28  
208815 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                 45.83  
208816 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $           1,562.35  
208817 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $               111.00  
208818 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $           7,117.22  
208819 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $         30,943.71  
208820 NEMONT  $                 28.50  
208821 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $           5,070.22  
208822 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $         16,568.47  
208823 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                 39.88  
208824 VERIZON WIRELESS  $           6,098.66  
208825 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $               880.54  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 2, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on June 2, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Assistant State’s Attorney Neff. Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. 

 
HR Manager Willis introduced Jim Talbert to the Board.  He’s the candidate for 

the Planning and Building Manager position.  Mr. Talbert addressed the Board and 
answered questions. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to offer Jim Talbert the Planning & Building 

Manager position, at a starting negotiating salary of $90,000.00. All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending May 31, 

2015.   
 
Commissioner Anderson and Auditor Svihovec left the meeting at 9:26 a.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Assistant State’s Attorney Neff provided an updated on the Reichman road 

lawsuit and stated hearings are scheduled within the next week.  Neff also updated the 
Board on the landfill trash compactor lease options and recommending going out to bid 
for the lease. 

 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on the furniture needs in the Extension 

Office.  She supports the proposal for new furniture as adequate after reviewing the 
building with Extension staff. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to send ICON’s design package for the 

Extension Office out to bid.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to adopt the resolution to transfer duties 

from the Clerk of Court to the County Recorder. 
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RESOLUTION OF MCKENZIE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
CONCERNING DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES TRANSFERRED FROM CLERK 

OF DISTRICT COURT TO COUNTY RECORDER 
 
WHEREAS, on 6 June 2000, the Board of County Commissioners by Resolution 

had designated certain statutory duties under the North Dakota Century Code to the 
Clerk of District Court, and 

 
WHEREAS, on 1 July 2015, the Clerk of District Court becomes an agency of the 

State of North Dakota, and 
 
WHEREAS, certain statutory duties now designated to the Clerk of District Court 

will no longer be appropriately conducted by the Clerk of District Court once the office 
becomes a state agency, and 

 
WHEREAS, the some of the certain statutory duties have been repealed but the 

extant statutory duties in question are otherwise designated by default under the 
Century Code to the County Recorder, and 

 
WHEREAS, it is prudent to clarify the certain statutory duties in question are no 

longer designated to the Clerk of District Court, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, effective 1 July 2015, the Board of 

County Commissioners does hereby rescind its prior resolution of 6 June 2000 
designating the following duties of the Clerk of District Court, does hereby intend such 
duties revert to their statutory default as duties of the County Recorder, and does 
hereby designate such duties as duties of the County Recorder: 

 
1. Filing a copy of county home rule charter, NDCC § 11-09.1-04. 
2. Filing county coroner’s records if coroner lacks separate office, NDCC § 

11-19.1-08. 
3. Filing county surveyor’s appointments or revocations, NDCC § 11-20-02. 
4. Solemnizing marriages, NDCC § 14-03-09.  
5. Issuing marriage licenses, NDCC §§ 14-03-10, -11, -19, and -20.  
6. Receiving and reviewing applications for marriage licenses, NDCC § 14-

03-17. 
7. Receiving original marriage licenses after marriages solemnized, NDCC § 

14-03-21. 
8. Collecting fees for issuance and filing or marriage licenses and for 

performances of marriage ceremonies, and transmitting copies of 
marriage licenses to the registrar of vital statistics, NDCC 14-03-22. 

9. Keeping records of marriage licenses and certificates returned, NDCC § 
14-03-24. 

10. Licensing operation of perpetual care cemeteries, NDCC § 23-21.1-02.1. 
11. Revoking or non-renewing of licenses to operate perpetual care 

cemeteries, NDCC § 23-21.1-02.2. 
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12. Filing orders to rehabilitate the businesses of domestic or alien insurers, 
NDCC § 26.1-06.1-12. 

13. Filing orders to liquidate the businesses of domestic insurers, NDCC § 
26.1-06.1-17. 

14. Filings copies of liquidates insurers’ assets, NDCC § 26.1-06.1-24. 
15. Filings orders to conserve property of alien insurers. NDCC § 26.1-06.1-

49. 
16. Filings orders to liquidate in-state assets of foreign or alien insurers, 

NDCC § 26.1-06.1-50. 
17. Recording armed forces discharge papers, NDCC § 37-01-34. 
18. Filing instruments to appoint trustee in event of default on notes issued by 

municipal steam heating authority, NDCC § 40-33.1-14.  
19. Filing instruments to appoint trustee in event of default on notes issued by 

municipal parking authority, NDCC § 40-61-16. 
20. Keeping list of real estate licensees, NDCC § 43-23-16. 
21. Record reflexologist licenses, NDCC § 43-49-09. 
22. Filing petitions for appointment of appraisers of a homestead, NDCC § 47-

18-08. 
23. Filing copy of county-city home rule charter, NDCC § 54-40.4-05. 
24. Approving undertakings by owners when personal property about to be 

sold or removed without payment of tax, NDCC § 57-22-16. 
25. Receiving auditor’s statements of delinquent taxes and issuing warrants to 

sheriff regarding the same, NDCC § 57-22-32. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, duties relating to passport administration, which 

are governed by federal law, have been as of 1 May 2015 and shall remain transferred 
to the McKenzie County Motor Vehicle Branch until further action of the Board of County 
Commissioners or otherwise in accordance with applicable law. 
Roll call vote: Best, aye; Cayko, aye: Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson returned to the meeting at 9:58 a.m.  Auditor Svihovec 

returned to the meeting at 10:01 a.m. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Auditor Svihovec to request 

computers and printers purchased in 2014 or after be retained by the County when the 
Clerk of Court office transfers to the State.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to recommend Auditor Svihovec for 

the 2015 Excellence in County Government Award at the 2015 NDACo meeting.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
NDDOT representative Dave Leftwich updated the Board on the work on 

Highway 23, permanent traffic signals on the bypass, and the corner of Highways 85 
and 68. 
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Public Works Director Kanwar asked the Board to close County Road 29 from 
Highway 85 to County Road 18.  The road is under construction for the Northern 
Bypass.  The Board agreed to this request. 

 
Landfill Director Schreiber reviewed the leasing and bidding options for the 

landfill compactor.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to authorize advertising for 
bids for a five year lease on a Landfill compactor.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to award the skid steer loader bid to 

Swanston Equipment, $66,327 less trade in of $38,500, for a net $27,827.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to take PWD Kanwar’s recommendation 

of June 26, 2015, as the transition date when all permits will transition from Forsgren to 
the County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to no longer provide improvement 

surfacing or work for private drives.  With 4 voting aye and 1 voting nay (Cayko), motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the McKenzie Electric 

Northern Bypass Utility Relocation Agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to sign the contract with Contractor 

Services for Building & Planning services for three years.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to award the Communications Tower bid 

to Great Plains of West Fargo, ND, with a total bid price of $55,000.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
HR Manager Willis returned to the Board with a counter offer from Mr. Talbert of 

$100,000/year salary plus $4,000 in moving expenses.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Skarda, to offer Jim Talbert $95,000/year and $2,000 moving expenses.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented a termination checklist to the Board for approval.  

Willis is asking to make this form required of all departments.  The Board requested 
Willis to present this form to the Department Heads for their approval. 

 



129 
 

Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to set the minimum salary for Rick 
Schreiber and Jeff Shaffer to minimum of D62 of $79,429.00/year to be effective on the 
June 19, 2015 payroll.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 2:10 p.m.   
 
Tax Director Katie Paulson recommended the following increases: 
 
Residential Property 
 

Buffalo Hills & Dakota Meadows 1st Addition 6% increase to  
residential building  

5% Residential increase to houses under 199,000 in 150-97, 145-98,  
149-98, 149-99, 145-99, 145-98, 145-100 

This brings our overall ratio to 91% 
 

Commercial Property 
 

40% increase to commercial buildings under $300,000 in Schafer, Ideal,  
149-98 & 149-99  

10% increase to commercial land between $10,000 – 25,000 
25% increase to commercial land under $10,000 
Brings overall ratio to 92% 

 
Agricultural Land 
 

5% Increase to entire county 
Brings overall Ag land ratio to 93% 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the recommendations for 

County property values per Tax Director Paulson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to deny the appeal from Whiting Oil & Gas 

Corporation to lower their square footage calculation from $3.50/square foot to 
$2.74/square foot.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Tax Director Paulson and Recorder Johnsrud updated the Board on the 

Vanguard appraisals and reported that Vanguard will not be completing their 
assessments in time for 2016 taxes. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve advertising for and hiring two 

building inspector positions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger provided an update on the Sheriff’s Department.  The 

Board discussed with Sheriff Schwartzenberger the Arnegard Jail Agreement as 
provided by Arnegard Chief of Police White Owl.  The Sheriff’s Department Visa card 
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was discussed and the Board agreed the food purchased from Subway for the pinning 
ceremony was not an approved purchase.  The Board was also made aware that Sheriff 
Schwartzenberger used the County credit card for a number of personal purchases 
which Schwartzenberger has been asked to reimburse.  Sheriff Schwartzenberger was 
advised that all recruitment, disciplinary action, and termination paperwork is to go 
through HR Manager Willis. 

 
At 4:00 p.m. the Commissioners attended a Groundbreaking Ceremony for the 

new Combined Law Enforcement Center. 
 
At 5:00 p.m. Brent Bogar, NDAOGPC, provided an update on the Legislative 

Session and GPT projections. 
 
HR Manager Willis reported that Jim Talbert did not accept the County’s 

counteroffer and was holding strong at $100,000/year.  Moved by Best, seconded by 
Anderson, to offer Jim Talbert a yearly exempt salary of $100,000.00, plus up to 
$2,000.00 in moving expenses.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve funding 50% of the 

“What’s On Your Mind” promotion with Scott Hennen.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 6:01 p.m. until June 16, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 

June 16, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on June 16, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to pull Item #1 (Dakota Access Pipeline-

CUP) from the Planning and Zoning Consent Agenda and to approve Items 2-13 as 
presented (Bakken Link-CUP; Sacagawea Pipeline Co.-CUP; West Dakota Water-CUP; 
Great Northern Gathering-Text-Zone-CUP; NST Express-Text-Zone-CUP; Kota 
Resources (Wisness Pit)-CUP; Three Forks Ventures-CUP; RPJB Subdivision-Text; 
McKenzie Electric (Galaxy Substation); McKenzie Electric (Sather Dam Loop-
Transmission Line); Targa Badlands-Text-Zone; Amerikota-CUP). All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Testimony was taken from the public regarding the Dakota Access Pipeline 

Conditional Use Permit.  Howdy Lawlar presented testimony opposing Dakota Access 
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Pipeline and their approach to negotiating with landowners.  Jamie Norstog testified in 
opposition to the project and concern for safety of land and farm animals.  Rick Lawlar 
also testified against the Dakota Access Pipeline project.  Ken Reierson, Crowley Fleck 
Law Firm, representing Dakota Access Pipeline explained his thoughts on whether a 
pipeline company can use eminent domain for storage facilities.  Chuck Frey, VP of 
Engineering for Dakota Access Pipeline (Energy Transfer Partners) explained that 
Dakota Access Pipeline does try to work with landowners and find best opportunity to 
minimize impact for landowners.  Frey presented background and history on their 
project.  Mr. Frey answered questions and concerns from Commissioners Anderson, 
Best, Skarda, and Nordby.  Commissioner Best asked if Dakota Access Pipeline would 
be willing to commit to continue negotiations with landowners until they had acquired 
over 90% of the acquisitions through good faith efforts.  Mr. Frey was unwilling to 
commit to that level but did state they would continue negotiations with landowners. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Conditional Use 

Permit from Dakota Access Pipeline for a crude oil facility with bulk storage.  Roll call 
Vote: Anderson, aye; Best, abstain; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, nay.  Motion 
carried. 

 
SRF Consulting presented a weather station project to monitor precipitation in 

the five areas of the County to assist in road closure decisions. 
 
Frank Leppell requested lowering the speed limit on 114th Ave to 25 mph. 
 
McKenzie County Healthcare System’s CEO Dan Kelly made a presentation to 

the Board requesting a pledge from the County of $2,000,000.00 towards the new 
healthcare facility. 

 
Keith Winters presented information on the fire that occurred at Tobacco 

Gardens this past spring and discussed the protocol for Emergency Management 
response on multi-jurisdictional emergencies.  Commissioner Best reported that 
Representative Zubke is in the process of asking the Attorney General’s Office who has 
control of fires that occur on federal lands within a fire district.  The Board directed 
Emergency Manager Rockvoy to pursue the issue of how to access additional help from 
state and federal agencies when fires are beyond the local fire department’s control. 

 
Eldean Flynn approached the Board requesting the County pursue a permit with 

the Corps of Engineers to apply rip rap on a half-mile section of road on Route 1 in 
Section 32, Township 150N, Range 104W.  The Board asked Highway Superintendent 
to inspect the area. 

 
Dave Oliver, WE Integrate, and Mark Carlson, Construction Engineers, 

discussed the recent cutting of phone lines that resulted in damage to the phone 
system.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to pay the $18,548.72 bill from WE 
Integrate for repairs that resulted after exterior phone lines were cut during parking lot 
construction/excavation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Skarda, seconded by best, to execute a five year contract with NDDOT 

for Motor Vehicle Branch services, with contract dates of July 1, 2015, through June 30, 
2020.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Roger Chinn provided updates on Federal land royalties and the statute of 

limitations.  He requested the Board to reconsider this issue.  State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker suggested C.E. Brooks be contracted for the work.  Moved by Anderson, 
seconded by Nordby, to contact C.E. Brooks and ask her to provide an estimate for 
researching the County’s options for federal minerals.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson moved to approve the request submitted by the 

McKenzie County Healthcare Systems for a pledge towards their capital improvement 
project in the amount of $2,000,000 with $1,000,000 paid up front, not before August 1, 
2015, and that $200,000 will be paid out each subsequent year at 12-month intervals 
from the upfront payment to fund the remaining $1,000,000. The approval includes the 
following contingences: a) a USDA Loan Approval must be signed before the upfront 
$1,000,000 will be paid out, at that time annual payments will begin b) if a merger or 
sale of the Healthcare System should occur and the use stays as a healthcare facility, 
the annual payments will cease but no repayment will be required c) if a sale of the 
facility takes place within five (5) years of the initial $1,000,000 payment and is no 
longer used as a healthcare facility, then the annual payment will cease and repayment 
of all funds previously paid by the county towards the $2,000,000 grant, will be repaid 
by McKenzie County Healthcare Systems or their successors; and d) the project 
achieves a completion date of June 1, 2018.  Motion seconded by Commissioner 
Nordby and carried by the following roll call vote: ayes: Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby 
Skarda; nays: none. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and others as 

presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to execute the Arnegard Jail Agreement for 

2015 for $250/month and $75.00/day housing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the McKenzie Electric 

Easement within the Peace & Justice Subdivision.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to appoint Jay Lewis to the Weed Board for 

a 4-year term expiring June 30, 2019, and Denton Zubke to the Water Board for a 5-
year term expiring June 30, 2020.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to post 25 mph speed limit sign off 

Highway 10 on 114th Avenue and set speed limit back to 35 mph at 42nd Street and to 
install “Cattle At Large” signs, per the request from Frank Leppell.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Change Order proposal 
for asphalt at the Landfill and to award it to Knife River at a cost of $173,560.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the proposal from S&S Motors 

for 3 Chevy Silverado 1500 pickups for $31,285.00 each, 2 for the Building Department, 
and 1 for the Water Department and to retain the Water Department trade-in vehicle for 
use in the Public Works Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to purchase the county-wide data 

collection system for approximately $45,596.00 for 16 units, dependent on voluntary 
landowners and donated electricity.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Aaron Chisholm, GIS Coordinator, presented a GIS and LiDar project updates.  

Chisholm will oversee the removal of GIS Fleetmatics and fuel system equipment from 
County vehicles that are traded in or sold. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the proposal from ICON 

Architectural Group to remove the east boundary property retaining wall at a cost of 
$14,625 and for landscaping on Park Avenue for approximately $34,000.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to move one building field inspector from a 

DBM value of C41 to DBM value of C52 as Building Inspector Manager in the Building 
Department and to set the salary minimum at $73,347.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to revise the motion for Jim Talbert’s 

employment offer to include 16 hours of travel time.  With 4 voting aye, and 1 voting nay 
(Anderson), motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec reported that she had turned the matter of the Sheriff’s 

Department Visa card over to State’s Attorney Rodenbiker on June 12, 2015, with a 
report reflecting an additional $559.23 of personal charges owed by Sheriff 
Schwartzenberger.  Rodenbiker provided an update that Sheriff Schwartzenberger had 
been in to the Auditor’s Office on June 16, 2015, and paid for an additional $172.88, but 
did not pay for personal clothing items stating they were a uniform expense.  
Commissioner Anderson stated he does not believe the clothing items are a uniform 
and stated that this is a misuse of County dollars and cannot be tolerated. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to pay the Sheriff’s Department Visa 

bill in full, with the intention not to reactivate the credit card.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
A special meeting was scheduled for July 7, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. to discuss 2016 

Compensation and LE Center Bid Package 2. 
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The meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m. until July 1, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 

208829 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER $                      191.00 
208830 ACCUSOURCE INC. $                  1,143.15 
208831 ACTION AUTO $                22,900.00 
208832 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS $                      417.70 
208833 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES $                13,655.00 
208834 AMAN/KELSEY $                      237.50 
208835 ANDERSON/RONALD A. $                  1,137.80 
208836 ARMSTRONG SANITATION $                      670.00 
208837 ARNEGARD/STACY $                      206.97 
208838 BADLANDS HARDWARE $                  3,286.01 
208839 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE $                  1,112.00 
208840 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC $                      279.32 
208841 BAKER & TAYLOR $                  1,155.99 
208842 BIG STATE INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY $                      104.70 
208843 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. $                        92.83 
208844 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC $                  1,785.65 
208845 BONE/LINDALEE M $                      308.78 
208846 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. $          1,471,072.76 
208847 BROWN/ROGER $                        45.00 
208848 BURNS & MCDONNELL $                  2,400.25 
208849 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. $                      307.38 
208850 C&D WATER SERVICES $                        42.50 
208851 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS $                      273.80 
208852 CASEBIER/STEVE $                11,394.00 
208853 CAYKO/RICHARD $                      258.75 
208854 CCCS, INC. $                16,715.00 
208855 CENEX FLEETCARD $                        83.85 
208856 CHARLIE'S SERVICE $                        75.00 
208857 CHECKERS, INC. $                      200.00 
208858 CHERREY'S PROPANE $                  1,380.00 
208859 CHINN/ROGER $                        87.50 
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208860 CHISHOLM/AARON $                      532.48 
208861 COBORN'S INC. $                        93.37 
208862 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. $                      399.39 
208863 COMFORT INN $                      814.00 
208864 COMFORT SUITES $                      370.00 
208865 COMPASS TOOLS $                      550.00 
208866 DAKOTA FENCE $                      150.00 
208867 DEHN/JESSIE $                  1,324.43 
208868 DELL MARKETING L.P. $                      975.54 
208869 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT $                      976.76 
208870 EIDE BAILLY $                  1,507.00 
208871 EMRY'S LOCKSMITHING $                        78.75 
208872 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY $                55,215.16 
208873 FASTENAL COMPANY $                      168.14 
208874 FINSAAS/DARRELL $                        49.45 
208875 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE $                      452.00 
208876 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC $                  3,104.00 
208877 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC. $                58,121.20 
208878 FOSS/BONNIE $                      644.70 
208879 FOUND IT NOW $                      132.74 
208880 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME $                  4,045.00 
208881 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC. $                  3,600.00 
208882 GENE'S TREE SERVICE $                      975.00 
208883 GROSS/HEIDI $                      168.41 
208884 HDR ENGINEERING, INC $                85,284.64 
208885 HEDAHL'S INC. $                      121.41 
208886 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA $                      176.54 
208887 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY $                20,413.03 
208888 HOLIDAY INN $                      180.00 
208889 HORIZON RESOURCES $                        74.91 
208891 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP. $                  1,845.00 
208892 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC. $                      436.12 
208893 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING $                13,701.55 
208894 JACK & JILL $                      159.82 
208895 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN $                  5,000.00 
208896 JOHNSRUD/ANN $                        74.50 
208897 JOHNSRUD/ERICA $                      281.50 
208898 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. $                45,605.12 
208899 KEEPERS INC. $                  6,113.16 
208900 KELLY INN $                      426.60 
208901 KENNEDY SCALES, INC $                52,300.00 
208902 KIMBALL MIDWEST $                  1,702.72 
208903 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. $                  2,550.28 
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208904 KOFILE PRESERVATION INC. $                      626.41 
208905 KUMMER'S PUMPING $                      400.00 
208906 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. $                        96.42 
208907 LAWLAR/JODEE $                      731.23 
208908 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC. $                        75.86 
208909 LEWIS/JAY $                        13.80 
208910 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER $                      258.07 
208911 LUHMAN/SCOTT $                      350.15 
208912 LUND OIL, INC. $                11,644.41 
208913 LYLE SIGNS INC. $                  2,028.00 
208914 MAINSTAY SUITES $                        99.00 
208915 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE $                  1,496.48 
208916 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER $                  3,796.51 
208917 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH $                        33.00 
208918 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER $                  3,000.00 
208919 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA $                  1,575.68 
208920 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER $                        45.00 
208921 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. $                  2,346.02 
208922 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. $                  6,175.00 
208923 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU $                  7,132.46 
208924 MEYER/SANDRA F. $                        28.00 
208925 MICROMARKETING LLC $                      371.33 
208926 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES $                  7,251.40 
208927 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION $                  3,018.42 
208928 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT $                        80.00 
208929 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION $                      181.80 
208930 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP $                  8,130.63 
208931 NEALE/MIKE $                      100.00 
208932 NEHRING LAW OFFICE $                      196.00 
208933 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY $                      359.52 
208934 NORDBY JR/DOUG M $                      150.00 
208935 NORTHWEST HUMAN SERVICE CENTER $                      600.00 
208936 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. $                  4,661.82 
208937 O K IMPLEMENT CO. $                  3,390.96 
208938 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC $                        38.58 
208939 OK TIRE STORE $                      627.96 
208940 OLSON/DOUG $                        32.20 
208941 OLSON/FRANCES M. $                      140.00 
208942 PARRISH/CALVIN $                      750.00 
208943 PAULSON/KATIE $                      352.50 
208944 PEERY/SANDY $                          9.96 
208945 PIPPIN LAW FIRM $                  2,878.50 
208946 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC $             869,839.71 
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208947 PRAXAIR $                      845.88 
208948 QUILL CORPORATION $                  4,451.99 
208949 RAY O'HERRON CO., INC. $                      314.94 
208950 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. $                      289.69 
208951 RECORD KEEPERS LLC $                        33.00 
208952 RESPOND SYSTEMS $                      468.61 
208953 RICOH USA, INC $                      345.00 
208954 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC. $                75,501.65 
208955 RJ ENTERPRISES $                      500.00 
208956 ROADWORX, LLC $                72,733.93 
208957 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN $                      493.69 
208958 ROGNESS/MICHELLE $                      327.00 
208959 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES $                      802.60 
208960 RYAN CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP $                      133.65 
208961 RYAN/KARLA $                        22.03 
208962 S & S MOTORS $                  1,189.73 
208963 SCHREIBER/RICHARD $                      467.20 
208964 SCHROEDER/MALISSA M. $                      330.57 
208965 SCOFIELD/JESSIE $                  2,125.00 
208966 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB. $                      452.56 
208967 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL $                        50.00 
208968 SMITH/JAMIE $                      122.50 
208969 SOLBERG/BRAD $                      207.00 
208970 SORENSON/DESIREE $                      546.47 
208971 SOUTHERN PRECISION RIFLES $                  1,005.00 
208972 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN $                42,696.40 
208973 STEIN'S INC. $                  2,146.32 
208974 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K $                      304.55 
208975 THOMPSON/JENNIFER $                      701.08 
208976 THOMPSON/KAREN $                      192.49 
208977 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST $                      374.50 
208978 TIRED IRON REPAIR $                      130.00 
208979 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. $                  2,681.96 
208980 TRANE U.S. INC. $                  1,703.60 
208981 U.S. IMAGING $                34,849.66 
208982 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. $                        24.30 
208983 US POSTAL SERVICE $                      132.00 
208984 VISA $                  2,731.16 
208985 WALL STREET JOURNAL/THE $                      430.88 
208986 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. $                  1,240.72 
208987 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC $                  6,350.00 
208988 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER $                      423.10 
208989 WE INTEGRATE $                      787.25 
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208990 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. $                13,192.14 
208991 WHIPPLE WOOD CPAS $                  5,500.00 
208992 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. $                11,734.73 
208993 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. $                      781.54 
208994 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY $                      331.54 
208995 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS $                  5,565.00 
208996 3-D SPECIALTIES $                  1,121.00 

208997-208027 PAYROLL JUNE 5, 2015 $             602,320.71 
209028 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. $                      330.97 
209029 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 $                      375.36 
209030 ND STATE TREASURER $                      491.78 
209031 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES $                      629.81 
209032 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I $                  3,773.02 
209033 AMERICAN INSURANCE CENTER $                  8,750.00 
209034 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. $                        50.00 
209035 BADLANDS HARDWARE $                      138.92 
209036 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE $                        89.00 
209037 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. $                        17.64 
209038 C COMPANY GENERAL CONTRACTORS, LLC $                  1,050.00 
209039 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE $                      656.25 
209040 CROSS/ROBERT $                        40.25 
209041 DW EXCAVATING $                  7,845.00 
209042 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY $                      744.76 
209043 FASTENAL COMPANY $                        36.68 
209044 FERGUSON WATERWORKS $                      187.16 
209045 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP $             265,548.00 
209046 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC $                  1,840.00 
209047 JELLESED/LEIF L. $                        41.40 
209048 LUND OIL, INC. $                  1,064.95 
209049 MANDAN NW PIPE FITTINGS, INC $                  2,662.06 
209050 MANDAREE EMS $                44,541.68 
209051 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER $                  1,000.00 
209052 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. $                        81.18 
209053 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL $                  1,265.00 
209054 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $                        96.94 
209055 US POSTAL SERVICE $                      132.00 
209056 VOGEL LAW FIRM $                      334.00 

209057-209088 PAYROLL JUNE 19, 2015 $             626,398.98 
209089 AT&T $                        41.78 
209090 CENTURY LINK $                        50.28 
209091 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM $                        45.83 
209092 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. $                  2,102.70 
209093 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER $                      111.00 
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209094 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. $                  2,985.42 
209095 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. $                  7,709.82 
209096 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES $                  9,442.73 
209097 NEMONT $                        28.50 
209098 PUKLICH CHEVROLET $                93,855.00 
209099 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $                  4,672.88 
209100 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC $                16,456.14 
209101 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY $                        39.88 
209102 VERIZON WIRELESS $                  6,353.06 
209103 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF $                      958.51 
209104 VISA $                  7,354.45 
209105 FRANZEN/TYLER G $                      180.00 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 1, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on July 1, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker. Absent:  Commissioner Ron Anderson.  Chairman Cayko 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending June 30, 

2015.   
 
The June 2015 minutes were amended to reflect that Commissioner Cayko voted 

nay on the motion that the County will no longer provide improvement surfacing or work 
for private drives. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, Minutes 

as amended, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Daniel Stenberg, Director of the Pioneer Museum & Heritage Park, presented an 

update for the Board on the status of the Heritage Park and Pioneer Museum. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the proposal from S&S Motors 

to purchase a 2014 Ford Expedition for Disaster Emergency Services department with 
trade-in of a 2007 GMC Yukon for a net price of $21,826.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize the transfer of excess funds 

in the Clerk of Court Trust Fund to the General Fund.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Board authorized Auditor Svihovec to advertise for additional Housing Authority 

Board members. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the abatement applications 

of Nevin Dahl, Endeavor LLC, Dillon McWherter, Szostak Services, and Sam Schudmak 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Best presented information on the Rural Leadership North Dakota 

program and requested approval to sponsor tuition for two candidates through JDA. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Bank of North Dakota 

Terms Agreement as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Commissioner Nordby presented information on a bill McKenzie County received 

from McKenzie County Healthcare Systems for 18 months of charges related to Sheriff 
Department and other law enforcement agencies.  Nordby stated the hospital is 
continuing to work on resolving the bill. 

 
The Board approved the Fair Board’s request for parking on vacant Cherry Creek 

lots during the McKenzie County Fair. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for the Landfill compactor 

lease to Al-jon, 5 year term, $145,621.00 annual lease payment, buy back $166,685.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to execute the Relocation Agreement 

with Oasis Midstream Services, LLC, for relocation services on Route 29 and Route 18, 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve revising the budget limit with 

SRF Consulting Group Inc. to a maximum of $75,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to award the bid for Road Surfacing Class 

13 Modified to PLOTE Contracting for $4,708,550.20 and award the bid for Asphalt 
Patching to May Construction for $799,200.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Auditor Svihovec to 

proceed with selling the Bolken house at a public auction to include reclamation of 
utilities, with State’s Attorney Rodenbiker and Gene Veeder assisting with the 
transaction.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Board was advised Crystal Slaubaugh, Library Director, had resigned effective 

July 29, 2015.   
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve signature authority at Dakota 

West Credit Union for Linda Svihovec, Brad Solberg, and Erica Johnsrud.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Dustin Wagner, MudMen Dredging, updated the Board on the Arnegard Dam 

project.  The Board discussed the road closure signs at the Dam. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to revoke the Conditional Use Permit for 

Apollo Resources.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Commissioner Skarda requested lower speed limits (25 mph) on two County 
roads near Cecil Wilson and Bryant Kieson.  Kieson was also requesting “Children At 
Play” signs. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on Quiet Title Action.  The Board 

directed him to proceed with pursuing the action using Furuseth Law Firm. 
 
Rodenbiker also requested an additional Assistant State’s Attorney who would 

serve as the Chief Assistant for his department.  Rodenbiker would be seeking an 
attorney with considerable criminal prosecution experience. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve State’s Attorney Rodenbiker’s 

request to advertise for a Chief Assistant State’s Attorney position, classification D72 
with an advertised salary range of $95,000-$105,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to offer the County & Senior Housing 

Manager position to Sarah Skarda for $22.50/hour with a DBM value of B22.  
Commissioner Skarda abstained from the discussion and vote as she is related the Ms. 
Skarda.  Voted aye: Cayko, Best, Nordby.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve HR Manager Willis’ 

recommendations for DBM values, per the attached spreadsheet, effective starting the 
July 12, 2015, pay period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 

Current Job Title NEW 
DBM 

Family Services Specialist B32 

Weed Control Administrative Assistant A12 

Operator B25 

Social Worker III C41 

Social Worker III C41 

Administrative Support Assistant A12 

Foreman B32 

Victim/Witness Coordinator B22 

Patrol Corporal B22 

Corrections Officer B22 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Sergeant/Detective C41 

Corrections Officer B22 

Tourisim Coordinator C41 

Direct Care Assos. II A12 

Dispatcher B22 

Deputy Sheriff B22 
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Operator B25 

Operator B25 

Shift Lead B25 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Dispatcher B22 

Operator B25 

GIS Coordinator C43 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Captain D62 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Building & Grounds Worker A12 

PT Assistant Librarian A12 

Administrative Support Assistant A12 

Assistant State's Attorney D62 

Sr. Engineering Tech/RTK Surveyor B22 

Operator B25 

Sr. Engineering Tech/RTK Surveyor B22 

Road Superintendent D62 

Building & Grounds Worker A12 

Patrol Lieutenant C51 

Eligibility Worker Supervisor B32 

Operator B25 

Corrections Officer B22 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Operator B25 

Dispatcher B22 

Water Technician B22 

Sr. Engineering Tech/RTK Surveyor B22 

Operator B25 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Operator B25 

Weed Control Officer B25 

Eligibility Worker II B25 

Licensing Specialist B21 

Dispatcher B22 

Truck Sergeant C41 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Corrections  Lieutenant C51 

Auditor Dept Admin Mgr. C43 

Recorder/Supervisor of Assessments E82 

Accounting Spec - Aud Dept B22 
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Truck Driver B25 

Public Works Administrator E83 

Operator B25 

Sr. Administrative Assistant B22 

Foreman B32 

County Supt. Of Schools/Road Clerk C41 

Sr. Engineering Tech/RTK Surveyor B22 

Truck Driver B25 

Licensing Specialist B21 

Operator B25 

Legal Assistant II B25 

Administrative Support Assistant A12 

Operator B25 

Sergeant/Detective C41 

Truck Driver B25 

Patrol Sergeant C41 

Corrections Officer B22 

Permit Coordinator B22 

Chief Deputy Recorder B25 

Corrections Officer B22 

Sr. Engineering Tech/RTK Surveyor B22 

Patrol Sergeant C41 

Water Technician B22 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Administrative Assistant A12 

Operator B25 

Operations Supervisor B32 

Dispatcher B22 

Office/Scale Manager A12 

Operator B25 

Assistant State's Attorney D62 

Administrative Assistant A12 

Foreman B32 

Administrative Sergeant C41 

Direct Care Assos. III B21 

Water Technician B22 

Truck Driver B25 

Operator B25 

Accounting Spec - Treas Dept B22 

Dispatcher B22 

Operator B25 
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Certified Tax Manager C43 

Building & Grounds Worker A12 

Social Worker I C41 

Administrative Assistant A12 

Operator B25 

Corrections Sergeant B32 

Planning Technician B32 

Building & Grounds Worker A12 

Truck Driver B25 

Operator B25 

Dispatcher B22 

Emergency Management Manager C41 

State's Attorney E82 

Direct Care Assos. III B21 

Water Utility Specialist B21 

Truck Driver B25 

McKenzie County Veterans, Risk Manager C44 

Operator B25 

Eligibility Worker I B22 

Administrative Lieutenant C51 

Solid Waste Director D62 

Building & Grounds Supervisor C43 

Sheriff E82 

Corrections Officer B22 

Water Resources District (MCWRD) Director D62 

Code Enforcement Deputy B32 

Landfill Operators B22 

Dispatcher B22 

Landfill Operators B22 

Patrol Corporal B22 

Dispatcher B22 

Deputy Sheriff B22 

Truck Driver B25 

Utility and Approach Permitting Specialist B32 

Library Director C43 

Administrative Support Assistant A12 

Accounting Tech B22 

Water Technician B22 

Treasury Department Manager C43 

Lead Dispatch B25 

County Director II E82 
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Code Enforcement / Deputy Sheriff B22 

Auditor/Treasuer E83 

Building & Planning Director D62 

Social Worker II C41 

Social Worker II C41 

HSPA I C41 

Accounting Tech B22 

Legal Assistant I B22 

Intermittent/emergency librarian A12 

Assistant Library Director B22 

Development Director - Public Relations D62 

Building & Grounds Worker A12 

Water Resources District (MCWRD) Asst. Manager B32 

Operator B25 

Building & Grounds Worker A12 

Administrative Assistant A12 

Landfill Operators B22 

Building Inspector C41 

Human Resource Manager C43 

MV Branch Operations Manager C43 

Social Work Supervisor C51 

Intermittent Assistant Librarian A12 

Foreman B32 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to adjust all employees whose current 

hourly rate is below the new DBM value to the new minimum hourly rate, effective the 
start of the July 12, 2015, pay period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to authorize ICON Architects to 

complete the redesign of the State’s Attorney office space.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 4:19 p.m. until July 7, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

July 7, 2015—Special Meeting 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on July 7, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and 
Assistant State’s Attorney Neff.  Absent:  Commissioner Ron Anderson.  Chairman 
Cayko called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve Bid Package #2 as 

presented by Construction Engineers, totaling $11,697,468.97 and Alternate 4 
deducting $31,455.01, which makes high security walls to medium security walls in 
certain areas, net bid package $11,666,013.96.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the donation of 40 hours of 

sick time from Sandy Meyer and 16 hours of sick time from Stacy Arnegard to Karen 
Thompson and to approve the donation of 40 hours of sick time from Sandy Meyer and 
16 hours of sick time from Stacy Arnegard to Tina Schmitz.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented several graphs showing what other Counties in ND 

offer in benefits.  Discussion was held on 2016 compensation.  The Board discussed 
implementing the Step Schedule as presented by HR Manager Willis.  Commissioner 
Nordby asked Deputy Auditor Johnsrud to prepare a new scatter plot showing Years of 
Service and Step Position prior to voting on the Step Schedule. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to allow HR Manager Willis to consider 

up to five years of relevant experience without seeking Board approval on new hires 
and any offers outside of that must be approved by the Board.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 11:29 a.m. until July 21, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
July 21, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on July 21, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Planning and Zoning 

Consent Agenda items as presented, except for Item 2—ND Pipeline (Enbridge) CUP, 
which will be returned to the Planning and Zoning Board for review and discussion.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.   Approved Consent Agenda Items are: HESS ND Pipelines, 
LLC-CUP; Oasis-CUP Crude oil transmission line; Oasis-Text-Zone-CUP gas 
compressor station; ONEOK-CUP (Lonesome Creek Pipeline) crude oil transmission 
line; West Dakota Water-CUP fresh water transmission line; Todd Rothrock-Subdivision 
(Topper Harley); Yellowstone School District-Text-Zone Agricultural-R-2; American 
Midstream-CUP truck unloading facility with bulk storage; Triangle USA Petroleum 
Corporation-(Triangle Subdivision) Text-Subdivision; Missouri Breaks Subdivision-SUB-
subdivision. 
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Planning & Building Director, Jim Talbert, presented information for discussion on 

appropriate distance of residential property in relation to County landfills. 
 
The Board approved Highway Superintendent Dollinger’s request to remove the 

5 Ton load limit signs from Route 36.  Dollinger also discussed purchasing versus 
leasing of sand trucks and equipment. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda to approve the water bills and others as 

presented.  Discussion was held regarding past due bills from the Sheriff Department 
(Jack & Jill, Foley Brothers, travel vouchers).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on C.E. Brooks royalty research 

and cost to update.  Cost is approximately $6,000.   The Board authorized Rodenbiker 
to extend the contract with C.E. Brooks to update her research on royalties. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the change order for American 

Engineering Testing Inc. for $68,780.00 at the Landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
HR Manager Willis provided an update to the Board. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the donation of 16 hours 

of sick time from Mike Dollinger to Lorelei Reed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve $750 bonuses to both 

Lindsey Perusich and Jennifer Shelden for additional responsibilities during time without 
a Planning and Zoning Director. 

 
Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, updated the Board on ongoing projects in McKenzie 

County. 
 
The Commission participated in 30 minute webinars from Socrata and OpenGov 

at 3:00 and 3:30, respectively. 
 
Doug Gullikson, Sioux Township, requested $45,000 in financial assistance to 

cover a budget shortfall for paving the Community Center parking lot. 
 
HR Manager Willis presented three options for Salary Structure Step Plans.  

Board consensus was to ensure no employee took a pay reduction in 2016.  Moved by 
Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve Years of Service Option 2 Step Plan, 
implementing for 2016, ensuring no employee pay reductions from his/her 2015 total 
compensation, and that longevity pay ended in 2015 and will not be added to Option 2 
Step Plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger presented a change request for the Law Enforcement 

Center which would add an additional $20,000-$30,000 to the project.  Moved by 
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Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve changes A-K for the Law Enforcement 
Center as presented by Sheriff Schwartzenberger, and that this change order is 
specifically to be used for tactical training and not for fitness equipment.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Best left the meeting at 4:58p.m. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the wire transfer of 

$320,813.09 to Regions Bank by the due date of July 29, 2015, to close out the loan on 
System II.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:03 p.m. until August 4, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

July 21, 2015 
 

On July 21, 2015, beginning at 6:00p.m. Commissioners Anderson, Best, 
Nordby, and Skarda attended a Planning and Zoning Workshop in the Pioneer Room at 
the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota.   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

209106 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $                144.50  
209107 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $                354.94  
209108 AG WEEK  $                  64.00  
209109 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $                211.50  
209110 AMAN/KELSEY  $                372.00  
209111 AMERICINN OF MEDORA  $                840.00  
209112 ANDERSON/RONALD A.  $            1,575.55  
209113 ARGUS-HAZCO  $            4,051.27  
209114 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $                110.00  
209115 ARROW MAGNOLIA INTERNATIONAL INC  $                163.12  
209116 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                879.86  
209117 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $            2,550.00  
209118 BAKER & TAYLOR  $                898.46  
209119 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $          18,264.75  
209120 BARRETT PHARMACY  $                797.88  
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209121 BAUMAN/BARBARA  $                  51.75  
209122 BLUE LUBE  $                809.94  
209123 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $                  40.31  
209124 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC  $                347.76  
209125 BONE/LINDALEE M  $                112.67  
209126 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.  $    1,519,278.53  
209127 BRENNA/TAMMY  $                  41.40  
209128 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $       245,860.50  
209129 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $          74,328.30  
209130 BUTTONS BY FISH  $                632.95  
209131 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE  $                428.75  
209132 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $            4,323.00  
209133 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                434.65  
209134 CASS COUNTY TREASURER  $          13,894.61  
209135 CAYKO/RICHARD  $                103.50  
209136 CCCS, INC.  $          34,790.43  
209137 CENEX FLEETCARD  $                194.59  
209138 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $    5,566,942.65  
209139 CEYNAR/DUSTIN  $          62,340.00  
209140 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC  $                140.00  
209141 CHRISTIANSON/CAROL ANN  $            5,920.00  
209142 CLOCK/LLOYD  $                361.36  
209143 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $            1,331.51  
209144 COMFORT INN  $                222.00  
209145 COMFORT SUITES  $                  74.00  
209146 COMMAND CENTER, INC  $            1,041.39  
209147 COMMISSIONING SOLUTIONS  $            9,936.50  
209148 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $            2,833.69  
209149 CROP PRODUCTIONS SERVICES, INC  $            1,117.25  
209150 DAVIS/STEPHENIE  $                330.88  
209151 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $            1,047.20  
209152 DELL MARKETING L.P.  $                380.03  
209153 DEMCO  $                129.12  
209154 DYPEX  $                630.00  
209155 EBSCO INDUSTRIES, INC  $                  17.69  
209156 EIDE BAILLY  $          20,000.00  
209157 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $                350.00  
209158 EXECUTIVE GROUP/THE  $          26,000.00  
209159 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $          57,825.73  
209160 FASTENAL COMPANY  $                106.96  
209161 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                  49.45  
209162 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE  $                  50.00  
209163 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $            5,195.00  
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209164 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC.  $            3,625.00  
209165 FRED & CLARA ECKERT FOUND. FOR CHILDR  $          53,040.00  
209166 FT & SYVERSON GRAVEL AND WATER LLP  $          56,140.00  
209167 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $            1,090.00  
209168 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $                476.05  
209169 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC.  $                525.00  
209170 GALLS INCORPORATED  $                939.90  
209171 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.  $                108.00  
209172 HANNAHER'S  $                161.30  
209173 HAUGOM WINDOW COVERINGS  $            7,406.00  
209174 HAZEN DRUG COMPANY  $                  14.19  
209175 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $          66,868.88  
209176 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT  $            2,730.00  
209177 HEDAHL'S INC.  $                942.83  
209178 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $                223.20  
209179 HOLTE/KAREN L.  $                  61.45  
209180 HOME OF ECONOMY  $                  88.37  
209181 HORIZON RESOURCES  $                177.49  
209182 HYSTAD FAMILY, LLP  $          16,660.00  
209183 HYSTAD/CRAIG  $          52,940.00  
209184 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $       439,575.93  
209185 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.  $                500.00  
209186 INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL  $                135.00  
209187 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC.  $            4,692.49  
209188 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING  $            2,947.50  
209189 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS  $            4,208.49  
209190 INTOXIMETERS  $            2,950.00  
209191 J KOSKI COMPANY  $       250,605.95  
209192 JACK & JILL  $                251.19  
209193 JAMES CHILDREN TRUST  $          16,880.00  
209194 JAMES/BO  $            8,340.00  
209195 JAMES/FREDRICK KOLE  $            8,340.00  
209196 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $            5,000.00  
209197 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $                887.66  
209198 JOHNSRUD/ERICA  $                216.47  
209199 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES  $                200.00  
209200 JOHNSTON/DEBORA  $                254.80  
209201 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $          15,801.94  
209202 KANWAR/SUHAIL  $                150.00  
209203 KIMBALL MIDWEST  $                  89.69  
209204 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC.  $            9,559.37  
209205 KNIFE RIVER  $       439,953.72  
209206 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $                342.00  
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209207 KORRAL SUPPLY  $          16,500.00  
209208 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $       186,020.34  
209209 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $                600.00  
209210 LAWLAR/JODEE  $                201.75  
209211 LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES, LLC  $                712.04  
209212 LEBSOCK WELDING  $                  39.36  
209213 LEXIPOL LLC  $            2,975.00  
209214 LINDVIG/WESLEY G  $          10,900.00  
209215 LINK/CHRISTOPHER T.  $            1,058.50  
209216 LUND OIL, INC.  $          23,057.69  
209217 M-R SIGN CO., INC.  $            4,348.15  
209218 MCGRUFF SAFE KIDS  $                327.60  
209219 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE  $                819.64  
209220 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $            5,429.07  
209221 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH  $                126.50  
209222 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $            2,000.00  
209223 MCNANEY/CHARLES  $                  42.55  
209224 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $            1,606.38  
209225 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS  $          11,602.50  
209226 MISSOURI VALLEY COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $          20,520.00  
209227 MURRAY/JOSH  $                193.20  
209228 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $            1,511.48  
209229 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  $                380.00  
209230 NATIONAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOC.  $                595.00  
209231 ND ASSN OF CO. SUPERINTENDENTS  $                  75.00  
209232 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $            1,762.35  
209233 ND GUARANTY & TITLE CO.  $                605.00  
209234 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL  $            5,385.00  
209235 ND SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION  $                200.00  
209236 ND STETSON, LLC  $            7,855.36  
209237 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $          15,142.81  
209238 NDPHA  $                  60.00  
209239 NEFF JR/CHARLES  $                200.00  
209240 NORTHERNTIER FIRE & SAFETY  $                515.60  
209241 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $            8,136.76  
209242 NUVERRA  $                275.96  
209243 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $            3,419.00  
209244 OK TIRE STORE  $            1,385.26  
209245 OVERDRIVE, INC  $            3,000.00  
209246 PARKWAY FORD LINCOLN  $          10,963.54  
209247 PEERY/SANDY  $                  92.19  
209248 PEREZ/PER  $                  75.21  
209249 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $                725.00  
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209250 PITNEY BOWES  $            1,722.06  
209251 PITNEY BOWES INC.  $                175.08  
209252 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC  $    1,362,256.23  
209253 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC  $            1,219.23  
209254 PUKLICH CHEVROLET  $            1,021.86  
209255 RADISSON HOTEL  $                448.20  
209256 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.  $            3,157.97  
209257 RESPOND SYSTEMS  $                248.70  
209258 ROADWORX, LLC  $       421,789.11  
209259 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN  $                511.41  
209260 RODENBIKER/JACOB  $            3,180.55  
209261 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $                210.43  
209262 ROHDE/DENNIS  $            2,005.36  
209263 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES  $                267.70  
209264 ROSSCO CRANE & RIGGING  $                793.80  
209265 S & S MOTORS  $                551.75  
209266 SCENIC SPORTS  $                  14.99  
209267 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE  $                  73.50  
209268 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $            2,400.00  
209269 SHAE/PETER J  $            2,960.00  
209270 SHAE/RONALD F  $            2,960.00  
209271 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL  $                  50.00  
209272 SOLBERG/BRAD  $                195.45  
209273 SORENSON/DESIREE  $                331.30  
209274 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN  $          55,817.48  
209275 STATE CONTRACTING LLC  $          17,662.14  
209276 STAYBRIDGE SUITES BISMARCK  $                329.97  
209277 STEIN'S INC.  $            3,270.43  
209278 STREICHER'S  $                881.00  
209279 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.  $                652.50  
209280 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES  $            4,203.43  
209281 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K  $                  81.05  
209282 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $                467.50  
209283 THOMPSON/KAREN  $                103.83  
209284 THOMSEN/MICHELLE  $                238.45  
209285 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $                374.50  
209286 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC.  $          23,400.00  
209287 TIMMRECK/RUSSELL R  $          46,260.00  
209288 TITAN MACHINERY, INC.  $                874.25  
209289 TITANIUM PLUMBING  $                125.00  
209290 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $          10,426.80  
209291 U.S. IMAGING  $          18,765.85  
209292 U-HAUL  $                448.07  
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209293 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $            1,902.26  
209294 US BANK VOYAGER FLEET SYS  $            2,870.83  
209295 US POSTAL SERVICE  $                  74.00  
209296 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.  $            5,755.00  
209297 VEIT & COMPANY INC.  $       263,492.44  
209298 VISA  $            3,417.83  
209299 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.  $                  88.57  
209300 WATCHGUARD VIDEO  $                  37.00  
209301 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $            1,035.06  
209302 WE INTEGRATE  $          18,766.72  
209303 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $          13,752.14  
209304 WESTLIE TRUCK CENTER  $       551,602.00  
209305 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $            6,202.86  
209306 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.  $                862.13  

209307-209339 PAYROLL-July 2, 2015  $       622,745.71  
209340 EIDE FORD  $          21,955.00  
209341 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $            3,696.26  
209342 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA  $            8,195.54  
209343 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2  $                178.08  
209344 ND STATE TREASURER  $            3,755.82  

209345-209374 PAYROLL-July 17, 2015  $       617,030.13  
209375 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $                273.27  
209376 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I  $            7,563.55  
209377 AGRI INDUSTRIES, INC.  $                  15.40  
209378 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                  50.00  
209379 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                  34.57  
209380 BLASS/CHARLES  $                124.34  
209381 BROWN/JAMES  $                900.00  
209382 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $    2,980,096.07  
209383 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS  $       808,592.60  
209384 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP  $          18,215.21  
209385 DW EXCAVATING  $          39,135.50  
209386 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $                543.32  
209387 FASTENAL COMPANY  $                  38.01  
209388 FERGUSON WATERWORKS  $                355.86  
209389 FLAGSHOOTER LLC  $                318.78  
209390 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $          21,413.00  
209391 HANNAHER'S  $          44,463.68  
209392 JACK & JILL  $          13,417.13  
209393 JELLESED/LEIF L.  $                  41.40  
209394 JOHNSON/JESSE  $                868.39  
209395 KELLEY/BETSY  $            1,862.01  
209396 LUND OIL, INC.  $            1,265.29  
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209397 MACDOWELL/ELISABETH  $                207.63  
209398 MANDAN NW PIPE FITTINGS, INC  $            2,630.12  
209399 MCKENZIE CO. SOCIAL SERVICE  $                835.65  
209400 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $                774.92  
209401 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $                  56.35  
209402 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  $                  30.00  
209403 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT  $          14,290.27  
209404 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN.  $            1,100.00  
209405 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION  $                359.00  
209406 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $            2,400.20  
209407 NORTHWEST NARCOTICS TASK FORCE  $          84,092.04  
209408 NOVAK/LARRY  $                  35.65  
209409 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                  23.43  
209410 PUMA PROPERTIES - NEVIN DAHL  $                575.30  
209411 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                  97.22  
209412 SHAFFER/JEFF  $                  28.00  
209413 USA BLUE BOOK  $            1,818.14  
209414 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC  $                498.10  
209415 VINIARD/JEFFREY L  $                  28.00  
209416 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $                484.00  
209417 WAWSA  $       114,934.63  
209418 AT&T  $                  41.78  
209419 CENTURY LINK  $                  50.22  
209420 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                  44.39  
209421 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $            2,132.70  
209422 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $                  62.85  
209423 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $            3,574.32  
209424 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $            8,139.37  
209425 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $            8,479.53  
209426 NEMONT  $                  28.50  
209427 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $            4,645.75  
209428 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $          16,216.08  
209429 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                  41.64  
209430 VERIZON WIRELESS  $            6,611.83  
209431 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $            1,334.20  

209432-209442 PAYROLL-July 31, 2015  $       531,579.28  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 4, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on August 4, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending July 31, 

2015.   
 
July minutes were corrected as follows (page 148): 36th to Route 36; add in 

minutes that the approval of the Sheriff’s Department change order was specifically to 
be used for tactical training and not for gym or fitness equipment; longevity pay ends in 
2015 and will not be added to the Option 2 Step Plan, no one will lose pay from their 
2015 final annual salary. 

 
Lt. Schmitz reported that a $500 bond was not deposited with the Clerk of Court 

Office, but receipt shows that the bond was paid.  The $500 is owed to Williams County 
Clerk of Court. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

minutes as amended, and bills as presented except for Forsgren.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Andy Cooper, Commissioning Solutions, gave a presentation on the Courthouse 

project findings, which included 42 issues. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the $45,000 funding request 

from Sioux Township for the Cartwright Hall parking lot.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the resolution and lease from 
Leasing 2, Inc., for the Landfill Compactor.   
 

LANDFILL COMPACTOR LEASE RESOLUTION 
 
RESOLVED, whereas the governing body of Lessee has determined that a true 

and very real need exists for the acquisition of the Equipment described in the Lease-
Purchase Agreement by and between Lessee and Leasing 2, Inc. dated as of August 4, 
2015 and presented to this meeting; and has further determined that the Equipment will 
be used solely for essential governmental functions and not for private business use. 
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WHEREAS, Lessee has taken the necessary steps, including, without limitation 

to compliance with legal bidding requirements, under applicable law to arrange for the 
acquisition of such Equipment. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, by the governing body of Lessee that the terms of said 

Lease-Purchase Agreement are in the best interest of Lessee for the acquisition of such 
Equipment, and the governing body of Lessee designates and confirms the following 
person to execute and deliver, the Lease-Purchase Agreement and any related 
documents necessary to the consummation of the transactions contemplated by the 
Lease-Purchase Agreement and Escrow Agreement. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve authorizing Construction 
Engineers to move forward with pricing a change order for the remodel of the State’s 
Attorney Office Space.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Discussion was held on the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems bill. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to sign Route 10 at 55mph from 
Highway 23 to 1806.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Fred Dornan, Burns & McDonnell, presented the Landfill Capital Improvement 
Plan for the next 5 years.   
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Household Hazardous 
Waste (HHW) Event using Veolia at $25,000, the Electronic Waste (E-Waste) Event 
using Retrofit Companies at $15,000, and hosting a free day at the Landfill on October 
17, 2015, pending State’s Attorney review of contracts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the change order at the 
Landfill for $60,452.70 to change from asphalt to concrete at the Landfill intersection on 
the 132nd Avenue project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the status of the Dakota 
Dumpster filter sock bill at the Landfill.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to 
discontinue serving Dakota Dumpster at the Landfill until they bring their account 
current, including interest and penalties.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request to replace the 
wrecked Freightliner truck per request from Highway Superintendent Dollinger.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m.   
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The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
At 1:00 p.m. the Board attended a videoconference call with Cass County Auditor 

Mike Montplaisir and State’s Attorney Birch Burdick, with Aaron Birst and Terry Traynor 
present from NDACo, on Home Rule Charter.   

 
Meeting was recessed at 2:00 p.m. for the County Park Board Meeting. 

 
 Meeting was reconvened at 2:50 p.m.  
  

Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Certificate of Indebtedness 
Resolution with the Bank of North Dakota for $57.2 Million Law Enforcement Center 
project.   

RESOLUTION AWARDING THE SALE, AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE AND ESTABLISHING THE TERMS OF 

STATE AID CERTIFICATE OF INDEBTEDNESS, SERIES 2015 
AND PROVIDING FOR ITS PAYMENT 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of McKenzie County, North 
Dakota (the "Commission"), as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION AND SALE OF CERTIFICATE. 
1.01. Pursuant to Chapter 21-02 of the North Dakota Century Code ("N.D.C.C."),  

McKenzie County, North Dakota (the "County") hereby authorizes the issuance 
of its State Aid Certificate of Indebtedness, Series 2015 in the principal amount of 
not to exceed FIFTY SEVEN MILLION TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS 
($57,200,000) (the "Certificate") for the purpose of financing construction of a 
combined law enforcement center and related improvements in Watford City, 
North Dakota (the "Project"). 

1.02. The Commission has received a proposed Certificate Purchase and Loan   
Agreement (the "Agreement"), from the Bank of North Dakota ("BND"), to 
purchase the Certificate upon the terms and conditions set forth therein and in 
the BND Commitment Letter dated June 18, 2015. The Commission hereby finds 
and determines the Agreement to be in the best interest of the County and 
hereby accepts the Agreement and instructs the Chairman and County Auditor to 
execute the Agreement on behalf of the County. The Agreement is hereby 
incorporated by reference and the sale of the Certificate is hereby awarded to 
BND. 

SECTION 2. NOTE TERMS, EXECUTION, AND DELIVERY. 
2.01.  The Certificate shall be designated State Aid Certificate of Indebtedness, Series  

2015, dated August 18, 2015, shall be issued in fully registered form, shall be 
payable through monthly installments of interest during a twenty four month 
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construction period and thereafter shall be payable through semi-annual 
installments of principal and interest on the dates, and in the respective years 
and amounts set forth on the amortization schedule attached to the Certificate 
("Mandatory Payment Dates"), as the same may be revised from time to time by 
BND, and shall bear interest on the outstanding principal amount of the 
Certificate from the date advanced until paid at a variable rate equal the 30 day 
London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) (adjusted on the first day of each 
month), plus 1.50%; provided, however, that at no time shall the interest rate on 
the Certificate be less than 1.75%. Provided further, that the interest rate will not 
increase by more than 1.00% per year. The County will cause its monthly Oil and 
Gas Gross Production Tax allocation payment to be deposited with BND each 
month commencing the month of the first interest payment date, as provided in 
paragraph 4.01 hereof, to be credited against the next Certificate payment. 
The County may prepay the Certificate in whole or in part, without incurring any 
penalty, on any date at a price equal to 100% of the principal amount to be 
repaid, together with accrued interest thereon to the redemption date. The 
County hereby authorizes and directs BND to prepay the Certificate from moneys 
credited to the 2015 Certificate Fund as provided in Section 4.01. 
The principal amount of a partial prepayment may, in the sole option and 
discretion of the County, (i) be applied to a future principal payment of the 
Certificate in a manner determined by BND, or (ii) be applied to reduce each 
unpaid principal installment required with respect to the Certificate in the 
proportion that such installment bears to the total of all unpaid principal 
installments (i.e., the remaining principal payment schedule shall be re-amortized 
to provide proportionately reduced principal payments in each year). 
The Certificate shall initially be issued as a single fully registered certificate 
registered in the name of BND or its assigns. 

2.02.  The Certificate shall be printed under the direction of the County Auditor, and  
shall be executed on behalf of the County by the manual or facsimile signatures 
of the Chairman of the Commission and the County Auditor. When the Certificate 
has been so prepared and executed, the County Auditor shall deliver the same to 
the Bank of North Dakota in accordance with the Agreement. As proceeds are 
needed for Project costs, the County shall submit requests in accordance with 
Section 1.06 of the Agreement. Loan advances shall be recorded on the grid on 
the back of the Certificate. 

2.03.  Books for the registration and for the transfer of the Certificate as provided in this  
Resolution shall be kept by the County Auditor, who is hereby appointed the 
Registrar and Paying Agent of the County for the Certificate. Upon surrender for 
transfer of any Certificate at the principal office of the Registrar duly endorsed for 
transfer or accompanied by an assignment duly executed by the registered 
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owner or his attorney duly authorized in writing, the County shall execute and the 
Registrar shall authenticate and deliver in the name of the transferee or 
transferees a new Certificate for a like aggregate principal amount. 
The Registrar shall not be required to (i) transfer or exchange the Certificate 
during the period of 15 days next preceding any Mandatory Payment Date or, (ii) 
transfer or exchange a Certificate selected, called, or being called for redemption 
in whole or in part. 

SECTION 3. FORM OF CERTIFICATE. 
3.01.  The Certificate shall be printed in substantially the form on file with the State's  

Attorney and presented to this meeting. 
SECTION 4. SINKING FUND AND REVENUE PLEDGE. 
4.01.  So long as the Certificate is outstanding and unpaid, the County Auditor shall 

maintain a sinking fund as a separate and special bookkeeping account on the 
official books and records of the County, to be designated as the 2015 State Aid 
Certificate of Indebtedness Fund (the "2015 Certificate Fund"), to be used for no 
purpose other than the payment of the principal of and interest on the Certificate 
and such other obligations of the County as have been or may be directed to be 
paid from the 2015 Certificate Fund. Provided, however, so long as BND is the 
holder of the Certificate, there shall be paid directly to BND such portion of the 
tax revenues authorized by Section 57-51-15, N.D.C.C. (Oil and Gas Gross 
Production Tax) which, together with other monies which may be deposited in the 
2015 Certificate Fund, are sufficient for: i) the payment of interest only, 
commencing September 18, 2015 and monthly thereafter until August 18, 2017 
(each and “Interest Payment Date”); and, ii) commencing February 18, 2018, and 
semi-annually thereafter to and including August 18, 2027, the payment of the 
next semi-annual principal of and interest on the Certificate as such principal and 
interest becomes due (each a “Principal and Interest Payment Date”). The 2015 
Certificate Fund shall be credited with all monthly Oil and Gas Gross Production 
Tax allocations, until sufficient funds are credited with BND to make the payment 
due on the next scheduled Interest Payment Date or Principal and Interest 
Payment Date. Once the payment due on the next scheduled Interest Payment 
Date or Principal and Interest Payment Date is fully funded, the remaining 
monthly Oil and Gas Gross Production Tax revenues may be used by the County 
for any other lawful purpose. If after such allocations are credited, there are 
insufficient funds in the 2015 Certificate Fund to make the next payment then due 
on the Interest Payment Date or Interest and Principal Payment Date, the County 
agrees to provide for any shortfalls in the 2015 Certificate Fund from any legally 
available source. 

4.02.   That portion of the tax revenues authorized by Section 57-51-15, N.D.C.C. (Oil  
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and Gas Gross Production Tax) necessary for the prompt and full payment of the 
principal of and interest on the Certificate and all other certificates, notes or 
bonds made payable from the 2015 Certificate Fund, as such principal and 
interest respectively become due, is hereby appropriated to the 2015 Certificate 
Fund by the County. 

4.03.  Moneys on deposit in the 2015 Certificate Fund may, at the discretion of BND, be  
invested as permitted by the North Dakota Century Code, provided, however, 
such investments shall mature at such times and in such amounts as will permit 
payments on the Certificate when due. 

SECTION 5. CERTIFICATIONS OF PROCEEDINGS. 
5.01.  The County Auditor and the State Treasurer are authorized and directed to 

prepare and furnish to BND certified copies of all proceedings and records of the 
County and the State Treasurer relating to the authorization and issuance of the 
Certificate and such other affidavits and certificates as may reasonably be 
required to show the facts appearing from the officers= books and records or are 
otherwise known to them. All such certified copies, certificates, and affidavits, 
including any heretofore furnished, constitute representations of the County as to 
the correctness of the facts recited therein and the actions stated therein to have 
been taken. 

5.02.  The Agreement is hereby approved in substantially the form heretofore 
presented to the County, and in the form executed is hereby incorporated by 
reference and made a part of this Resolution. Each and all of the provisions of 
this Resolution relating to the Certificate are intended to be consistent with the 
provisions of the Agreement, and to the extent that any provision in the 
Agreement is in conflict with this Resolution as it relates to the Certificate, that 
provision in the Agreement shall control and this Resolution shall be deemed 
accordingly modified. The Chairman and County Auditor, in consultation with the 
State's Attorney, are hereby authorized and directed to execute the Agreement. 
The execution of the Agreement by the appropriate officers shall be conclusive 
evidence of the approval of the Agreement in accordance with the terms hereof. 
The Agreement may be attached to the Certificate, and shall be attached to the 
Certificate if the holder of the Certificate is any person other than BND. 

SECTION 6. COVENANTS OF COUNTY; DEFEASANCE. 
6.01.  If the balance in the 2015 Certificate Fund should at any time be insufficient to 

pay all principal and interest then due on the Certificate, such balance shall be 
used first to pay the interest due, and the remainder shall be applied in payment 
of the principal due on the Certificate in direct order of maturity years and pro 
rata as to Certificate installments maturing in the same year. 
The County reserves the privilege of refunding any maturity of the Certificate, the 
payment of which moneys are not at the time available, by issuing new 
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certificates, bonds or notes payable from the 2015 Certificate Fund, on a parity 
with those theretofore issued as to interest charges therein, but the maturity of 
any such new certificates, bonds or notes shall be subsequent to the maturities 
of the Certificate payable from the 2015 Certificate Fund which then remain 
outstanding. 

6.02.  When the Certificate has been discharged as provided in this paragraph, all 
pledges, covenants and other rights granted by this Resolution shall cease. The 
County may discharge the Certificate due on any date by depositing with BND on 
or before that date a sum sufficient for the payment thereof in full; or if the 
Certificate should not be paid when due, the same may nevertheless be 
discharged by depositing with BND a sum sufficient for the payment thereof in full 
with interest accrued from the due date to the date of such deposit. The County 
may also discharge the Certificate called for redemption on any date when it is 
prepayable according to its terms, by depositing with BND on or before said date 
the principal, premium, if any, and interest then coming due. 

 
Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion 
carried. 

 
John Hinds, HDR Consultants, updated the Board on NDDOT Land Use and 

Comprehensive Transportation Plan. 
 
Jacob Narloch, Valley Med Flight, discussed contracting emergency flight 

services with Valley Med Flight at a first year contract rate of $18,000.  The Board 
requested that a contract be presented to State’s Attorney Rodenbiker for review. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to present an offer to David L. Kittle 

for the Facility Manager position, DBM value C52, exempt salary of $73,347.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to accept the Library Board’s 

recommendation to appoint Kathy Trana as Library Director and promote Rebecca 
Cook to the Assistant Director position.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Easement to 

McKenzie Electric for a 10 foot easement pending approval from Commissioner 
Anderson, Fair Board President Nelson, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, including the 
utility pays for future movement of the line.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to appoint Corrine Brugh-Sage to the 
Social Services Board with a term expiring June 30, 2018.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec presented the Credit Card Policy and a listing of employees 

with cards and individual limits.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the 
proposed Credit Card Policy as presented by Auditor Svihovec, and also to authorize 
the Auditor or Auditor’s designee to administer the credit card account, adding and 
removing authorized employees as required, per the parameters set forth in the policy.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Cattle Guard Permit from 

Jeff & Eva Hepper in Section 31, Township 152 North, Range 95 West, with installation 
costs being paid by the Heppers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Abatement Application 

and refund to Centurion Partners, LLC, for Lot 12 Dakota Meadows 1st Addition as the 
building value was added on the property in error.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to appoint HR Manager Willis as the 

County delegate for the NDACo Annual Conference.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the application for Land Use 

Application/Zone Change from R2M Mobile Home Residential to R4, High Density 
Residential, for Lots 7-12 and Lot 17 Block 2; Lots 3-6 Block 3 of Cherry Creek Second 
Addition.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Oil Impact Grant awards 

as follows: State’s Attorney for $273,564 and Sheriff’s Department for $904,500.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Forsgren bill as 

presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 5:04 p.m. until August 25, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
August 25, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
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Dakota on August 25, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Planning & Zoning 

Consent agenda as presented, denying item 1 (Bakken Workforce Housing (RV Park)—
CUP) and approving items 2-17.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved Consent 
Agenda items are: McKenzie Electric (Shafer Transmission Line) – CUP; North Dakota 
Pipeline (Enbridge Crude Oil with Bulk Storage) – Comp Plan-Zone-CUP; Tervita, LLC 
(Waste Treatment Facility with Bulk Storage) – Comp Plan-Zone-CUP; RPJB 
Investments, LLC (Residential Subdivision) – Comp Plan-Zone; McKenzie Electric 
(ONEOK Galaxy Transmission Line) – CUP; McKenzie Electric (Cherry Creek 
Transmission Line) – CUP; Verizon Wireless (Stoney Communication Tower) – CUP; 
Verizon Wireless (Haugen Communication Tower) – CUP; Verizon Wireless (Handy 
Communication Tower) – CUP; Patrick Kelly (Temporary Water Depot) – CUP; City of 
Arnegard (Wastewater Lagoon) – CUP; David Schmidt (Commercial Storage Building) – 
CUP; Bill Trotter (Scoria/Gravel Pit Section 16) – CUP; Bill Trotter (Scoria/Gravel Pit 
Section 28) – CUP; McKenzie County (Landscaping Standards) – TXT; McKenzie 
County (Industrial Districts) – TXT. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Water bills and others as 

presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the fairgrounds easement for 

rerouting a power line to the new healthcare facility.  Proposed easement was approved 
but cannot be recorded until a survey is completed.   

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, that McKenzie County retain 

ownership of the Bolken house and assist with relocation to the fairgrounds for the Fair 
Board’s use as an office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Valley Med Flight 

Service Provider Agreement as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to appoint Marco Pelton to a 5 year term 

on the Housing Authority Board with a term ending October 29, 2020 and to appoint 
Nyla Dahl to the unexpired Housing Authority Board vacancy with a term ending 
October 29, 2017.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to appoint Kathy Skarda to the unexpired 

term on the Human Services Board with a term ending June 30, 2018.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to request an advance from the Bank of 
North Dakota on the Law Enforcement Center Loan for $4,535,116.24 for expenditures 
to date.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to direct State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 

to compose a letter of support, agreeing with Dunn County’s position, and including 
McKenzie County’s investment in pavement improvements made on Route 53, 
opposing the Three Affiliated Tribe’s efforts to acquire the Figure 4 Ranch as Trust land 
and remove it from county tax rolls. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Rodenbiker updated the Board on research regarding taxing water pipelines.  

The issue at hand is whether a water pipeline would be essential to the production of oil.  
The Board discussed options of requesting an Attorney General’s opinion or litigation in 
court. 

 
Forest Gross, Regional Minister for Ducks Unlimited, Rachelle Kornkuen, local 

representative for Ducks Unlimited, and Al Geisen, State Chairman for Ducks Unlimited 
requested Board support for approval of raffle permit applications in McKenzie County.  
Gross requested that the Board discuss why they have not approved past raffle permit 
applications.  Commissioner Nordby explained that the Board did not agree with the 
position Ducks Unlimited took with the Measure 5 referendum issue in 2014 to divert 
funds away from counties to a conservation fund.  Commissioner Skarda expressed 
concerns that monies raised locally go to support positions in opposition to local farmers 
and ranchers.  Commissioner Best also indicated that she cannot support Ducks 
Unlimited until better relations can be established with the community. 

 
Blaine Hoffmann, Whiting Petroleum, approached the Board to discuss a $5,000 

fine for an expired approach permit.  Whiting acquired the land and approach permit 
from Cecil Johnson and were not aware there was a 90-day expiration for the permit.  
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to change the expiration on industrial 
approach permits to one year before reapplication is required, effective August 25, 
2015, and to remove the $5,000 fine for this approach permit assessed to Whiting 
Petroleum.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve Change Order #1 for Central 

Specialties, Inc. for $250,659.97 for rock removal on the Northern Bypass.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve Change Order #2 for Central 

Specialties, Inc. for a net $10,695.92 for cattle guard removal and install.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve Change Order #3 for Central 

Specialties, Inc. for a net -$518,835.00 (reduction) for change in asphalt PG 64-34 to 
PG 58-28.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 



166 
 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Supplemental Agreement 
with Knife River for inspection services on Route 30.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Planning Director Talbert updated the Board on legal action taken related to Rink 

Construction operating without a conditional use permit.  Ari Johnson, Planning and 
Zoning Attorney, has requested a temporary restraining order. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented a proposal for tuition reimbursement for a Master’s 

Degree GIS program for Aaron Chisholm. 
 
Willis reported that David Kittle had not accepted the employment offer presented 

to him for the Facility Manager position.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to 
offer Nathanael Carlson the Facility Manager position at an annual salary of $80,000.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, updated the Board on the status of all projects on 

Highway 23 in McKenzie County. 
 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the McCabe 150-101-13-24-

1H mineral ownership, reporting that the title has been cleared pending $10,321.85 
payment to NDDHS in order to release the lease bonus payment and mineral royalty 
payments.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to execute the Stipulation of Mineral 
Interests and pay NDDHS $10,321.85 for a claim to release their claim to any mineral 
interests.  All voting aye motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Application for a Special 

Alcohol Permit for Six Shooters, LLC for the Stenehjem wedding on September 12, 
2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve no change to premium 

funding level and approve the plan as presented by Auditor Svihovec with no changes 
recommended for 2016 BCBS employee premiums.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the preliminary budget as 

presented, including a proposed levy of $4,253,000.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The 
Board will meet with departments at 1:00 p.m. on September 9, 2015 to discuss their 
proposed budgets.  A public hearing for the budget is scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on 
September 9, 2015 in the Commissioner’s meeting room at the courthouse.    
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2016 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
2014 2015 2016 

 
ACTUAL AMENDED REQUEST 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

APPROPRIATION 
 County Board $193,663  $220,047  $206,867  

Housing Authority Board 3,445 3,230 77,451 
Clerk of District Court 389,411 238,110 0 
Auditor 431,681 465,267 0 
Treasurer/Motor Vehicle 332,508 400,243 0 
Auditor/Treasurer 0 0 646,170 
Motor Vehicle/Passports 0 0 291,889 
State's Attorney 445,931 724,473 861,797 
Recorder 341,487 388,591 0 
Recorder/Tax Director 0 0 1,210,097 
County Superintendent 88,789 64,670 81,514 
Tax Director 404,322 575,000 0 
Planning & Zoning 1,321,090 1,008,218 1,050,269 
Human Resources 32,545 149,231 145,612 
GIS Department 135,312 864,425 408,922 
Custodian 193,689 269,147 512,343 
Courthouse Maintenance 256,435 471,000 510,000 
Building Fund 12,990,297 10,870,000 27,300,000 
Elections 44,731 2,500 54,700 
Landfill 6,550,606 3,564,562 2,599,839 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 44,416 60,000 55,000 
WSI Medical Expense 0 1,000 1,000 
Job Service 4,700 10,000 18,000 
Audit Fees 0 20,000 25,000 
Court  Appointed Atty - Mental 
Health Fees 0 0 8,000 
Forest Service - Quiet Title Action 55,331 75,000 75,000 
Property & Liability Insurance 41,856 40,000 50,000 
Rental Property 130,586 175,000 300,000 
Temporary Offices/ Storage Units 270,770 

 
60,000 

Telephone System & Maintenance 24,186 100,000 70,000 
Publishing, Printing 54,319 75,000 70,000 
Dues, Registrations 24,638 25,000 26,500 
Postage 33,364 30,000 35,000 
Mailing Machine 5,512 7,500 7,500 
Copier Expense 16,258 20,000 15,000 
Computer Expense 552,227 600,000 1,075,000 
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Miscellaneous 176,135 550,000 550,000 
Special Projects 2,433,007 2,500,000 2,500,000 
Equipment & Office Furniture 0 50,000 50,000 
McKenzie Co Rural Fire - 
OT/weekend housing 0 0 105,000 
Wolf Pup Daycare 0 100,000 100,000 
McKenzie County Health Care 
System 100,000 200,000 400,000 
Family Crisis Shelter 6,000 10,000 10,000 
Williston Community Services 0 30,000 30,000 
Watford City Airport 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Alexander Senior Citizens 15,000 15,000 15,000 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000 8,000 8,000 
Lewis & Clark Museum 25,000 32,000 41,600 
Pioneer Museum 14,000 15,000 25,000 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 30,000 35,000 35,000 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500 19,500 26,000 
County Fair (General Fund 2016) 0 0 75,000 
Atmospheric Resources (General 
Fund 2016) 0 0 90,000 
Tourism & Recreation 57,417 61,902 83,385 

TOTAL GENERAL 
GOVERNMENT $28,320,164  $25,173,616  $42,022,455  

2016 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 

    
  

2015 
 

 
2014 AMENDED 2016 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

PUBLIC SAFETY  
   County Sheriff $3,259,511  $4,401,961  $7,826,517  

County Jail 1,671,071 2,382,658 3,011,836 
County Coroner 33,249 40,700 35,700 
Disaster Emergency Service 136,971 124,662 118,304 
Risk Management Coordinator 6,435 6,558 20,304 
McKenzie County Ambulance 127,600 127,600 130,000 
Alexander First Responders 4,000 4,000 4,000 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $5,238,837  $7,088,139  $11,146,661  

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $33,559,001 $32,261,755 $53,169,116 

        
TRANSFERS FROM GENERAL 
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FUND TO OTHER FUNDS 
Road & Bridge $38,000,000 $45,000,000 $33,500,000 
County Park $0 $0 $125,000 
County Agent 95,000 $0 $0 
Job Development Authority 115,000 $0 $0 
Veterans Service 30,000 $20,000 $0 
Water Resource District 500,000 $500,000 $0 

TOTAL TRANSFERS $38,740,000 $45,520,000 $33,625,000 

    GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $72,299,001 $77,781,755 $86,794,116 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads - Tfr to 

R&B $4,000,000 $4,500,000 $3,000,000 
Highway Tax Distribution Fund - 
Tfr to R&B 1,000,000 $1,200,000 $2,000,000 
County Road & Bridge 48,589,408 $97,160,359 $101,983,119 
County Human Services 1,150,833 $1,663,749 $1,841,351 
Veteran's Services 41,703 $42,071 $74,997 
County Agent 130,551 $170,493 $186,693 
County Park 40,361 $65,316 $160,016 
Public Library 214,614 $302,264 $301,354 
Public Library - Tfr to Bookmobile 3,000 $3,000 $10,000 
Social Security - Tfr to Co Agt & 
Veterans 6,610 $8,078 $0 
Water Resource District 2,077,369 $4,765,723 $6,311,331 
Weed Control 332,475 $454,920 $482,436 
Job Development Authority 165,191 $170,889 $172,288 
Self Insurance Fund 1,657,170 $3,328,000 $4,052,000 
Document Preservation Fund 13,162 $50,000 $47,195 
Hazardous Chemical 
Preparedness 35,098 $35,000 $20,500 
E911 69,974 $81,875 $287,100 
Infrastructure Fund 3,255,616 $0 $0 
Federal Entitlement Fund - Tfr to 
Soc Serv 600,000 $750,000 $0 
2015 Certificate Fund 0 $0 $500,000 
Atmospheric Resource Board 83,178 $90,592 $0 
County Fair 30,234 $72,330 $0 
District Health Unit 121,375 $106,058 $150,000 
Historical Society 8,870 $10,034 $29,500 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS $63,626,792 $115,030,751 $121,609,880 
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Total including Interfund Transfers $135,925,793 $192,812,506 $208,403,996 
Less Interfund Transfers (44,349,610) (51,981,078) (38,635,000) 

GRAND TOTALS $91,576,183 $140,831,428 $169,768,996 

    2016 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

    The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed 
expenditures for 2016. 

    
 

2016 Budget 
 

Proposed 

 
Requests 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy 

General Fund 86,794,116 106,781,066 500,000 
Unorganized District Roads 3,000,000 2,918,386 728,000 
Road & Bridge Fund 101,983,119 101,807,624 1,400,000 
Social Services 1,841,351 1,139,756 1,000,000 
Veteran's Services 74,997 27,804 50,000 
County Agent 186,693 82,305 120,000 
Public Library 301,354 199,125 125,000 
Water Resource District 6,311,331 6,357,662 0 
Weed Control 482,436 458,366 30,000 
Job Development Authority 172,288 61,021 125,000 
Health Unit 150,000 497 150,000 
Historical Society 29,500 4,864 25,000 

    Total Requests and Levies 
Required 201,327,185 219,838,476 4,253,000 

 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m. until September 1, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
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209443 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $              134.00  
209444 ACCUSOURCE INC.  $          1,021.75  
209445 ACTION AUTO  $              408.50  
209446 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $              378.78  
209447 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES  $              712.02  
209448 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $              174.00  
209449 ALLURE BEAUTY SALON  $              100.00  
209450 AMAN/KELSEY  $              103.37  
209451 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS  $              474.75  
209452 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $          1,225.00  
209453 ARNEGARD/STACY  $                98.00  
209454 ARROW SERVICE TEAM  $          2,090.00  
209455 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $          2,333.07  
209456 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $          1,939.00  
209457 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC  $              275.96  
209458 BAKER & TAYLOR  $              304.82  
209459 BAKKEN BEACON  $        28,500.00  
209460 BAUMAN/BARBARA  $                51.75  
209461 BERGEM/DOROTHY  $          9,313.33  
209462 BEST/VAWNITA  $          3,053.61  
209463 BIG BOYS TOYS  $                79.85  
209464 BIG BUTTE SERVICES  $              888.00  
209466 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $                   5.84  
209467 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC  $          1,484.58  
209468 BONE/LINDALEE M  $              127.08  
209469 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.  $  2,046,272.63  
209470 BRENNA/TAMMY  $                41.40  
209471 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $      186,522.50  
209472 BROWNELLS INC.  $                52.29  
209473 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $        75,398.79  
209474 BUTTONS BY FISH  $          8,317.50  
209475 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE  $              490.00  
209476 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $          1,110.35  
209477 C&D WATER SERVICES  $              238.00  
209478 CALDWELL/ZANE  $          1,155.00  
209479 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $              137.59  
209480 CASS COUNTY TREASURER  $        22,236.87  
209481 CAYKO/RICHARD  $              155.25  
209482 CCCS, INC.  $        16,745.00  
209483 CEANE/FRANK K.  $              150.50  
209484 CENEX FLEETCARD  $              575.78  
209485 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $  3,026,403.32  
209486 CHECKERS, INC.  $              150.00  
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209487 CHIPPEWA COUNTY/SHERIFF'S OFFICE  $                51.10  
209488 COFFIN/KIETH PRESTON  $                10.00  
209489 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $              195.11  
209490 COMFORT INN  $              222.00  
209491 COMFORT SUITES  $                74.00  
209492 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $          2,833.69  
209493 CONTRACTOR SERVICES, INC  $          4,115.88  
209494 DAKOTA FENCE  $              385.00  
209495 DAVIS/STEPHENIE  $              494.25  
209496 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $          5,055.00  
209497 DECO SECURITY SYSTEMS  $        16,665.00  
209498 DEMCO  $              462.50  
209499 DITURI/ADAM MICHAEL  $              145.00  
209500 DSCHAACK/ALEXANDER  $                   8.00  
209501 ECSI LLC  $              625.00  
209502 EXPRESSWAY SUITES  $              224.10  
209503 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $        34,118.37  
209504 FASTENAL COMPANY  $              297.32  
209505 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                49.45  
209506 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE  $          1,223.00  
209507 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $          4,032.00  
209508 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $          8,745.00  
209509 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA  $          1,793.21  
209510 FORTHUN/JOHN S.  $        13,700.00  
209511 FOSS/BONNIE  $              374.60  
209512 FOX HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB  $          7,913.54  
209513 FUGRO GEOSPATIAL, INC.  $      208,449.28  
209514 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $          1,796.25  
209515 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $          9,766.31  
209516 GALLS INCORPORATED  $          1,030.89  
209517 GARMANS FLOORING  $          1,477.00  
209518 GEMPLER'S INC.  $          1,556.10  
209519 GENE'S TREE SERVICE  $              500.00  
209520 GREAT PLAINS DIRECTORY SERVICE  $                51.33  
209521 GREAT PLAINS TOWERS  $        18,500.00  
209522 GRIMES/VERNON E.  $        10,853.33  
209523 HAGEN/NICHOLAS KYLE  $                35.00  
209524 HARTEL/KYLE  $              350.00  
209525 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $      193,488.01  
209526 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT  $          1,950.00  
209527 HEDAHL'S INC.  $          1,103.71  
209528 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $              688.64  
209529 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY  $        14,361.51  
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209530 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA  $              412.87  
209531 HETTINGER COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD  $                31.32  
209532 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY  $          4,194.68  
209533 HOLIDAY INN  $              149.40  
209534 HOLTE/KAREN L.  $                   7.80  
209535 HORIZON RESOURCES  $              149.99  
209536 HURLEY/KATY  $                81.50  
209537 HURLEY/MICAH SUE  $                35.50  
209538 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $      260,932.17  
209539 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE  $              567.84  
209540 IVERSON/DICK  $                40.25  
209541 J & J WELDING  $          3,620.00  
209542 J KOSKI COMPANY  $      545,646.23  
209543 JACK & JILL  $          2,938.92  
209544 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $          5,000.00  
209545 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $                50.00  
209546 JOHNSRUD/ERICA  $              314.50  
209547 JOY DENTAL DESIGN  $          1,062.00  
209548 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $        54,824.55  
209549 KIESON/CAROL  $              461.55  
209550 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC.  $          2,526.62  
209551 KNIFE RIVER  $  2,350,780.77  
209552 KOFILE PRESERVATION INC.  $              956.79  
209553 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $          4,488.43  
209554 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $              600.00  
209555 LANDMARK/WILLIAM LOUIS  $              491.19  
209556 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $              149.40  
209557 LEE'S TIRE CENTER, INC.  $          1,440.30  
209558 LERVICK/JEROME  $                   8.63  
209559 LEWIS/JAY  $                13.80  
209560 LEXIPOL LLC  $          4,450.00  
209561 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER  $                34.44  
209562 LUND OIL, INC.  $          7,980.44  
209563 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $          4,587.85  
209564 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH  $                10.00  
209565 MCKENZIE CO. SOCIAL SERVICE  $              380.16  
209566 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $          2,593.06  
209567 MCKENZIE COUNTY  $      288,701.51  
209568 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $  1,000,000.00  
209569 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $          8,060.00  
209570 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $          1,836.32  
209571 MON-KOTA INC.  $                82.50  
209572 MONDAK DOOR, LLC  $              250.00  
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209573 MONSEN/ALLISON  $              400.60  
209574 MOTOROLA  $          2,627.13  
209575 MUNIZ/ANDRE JUA  $                15.00  
209576 MURPHY MOTORS  $              849.25  
209577 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $                   5.29  
209578 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $          1,437.39  
209579 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO.  $          4,000.00  
209580 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  $          1,000.00  
209581 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION  $          1,250.90  
209582 ND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSN.  $                60.00  
209583 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R.  $              975.40  
209584 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL  $          5,490.00  
209585 ND SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING ASSN  $                60.00  
209586 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS  $        14,281.38  
209587 NDAAO  $              360.00  
209588 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $        18,340.23  
209589 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $              225.00  
209590 NELSON INTERNATIONAL  $              746.22  
209591 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY  $              478.54  
209592 NOKOTA RIDGE APARTMENTS  $              400.00  
209593 NORBY/LYNETTE  $                40.25  
209594 NORDBY/LORI  $              314.64  
209595 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $                   2.20  
209596 NORTHERNTIER FIRE & SAFETY  $          4,022.60  
209597 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $          2,475.28  
209598 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER  $        13,656.00  
209599 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $          6,210.05  
209600 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC  $          5,958.67  
209601 OK AUTOMOTIVE  $              214.40  
209602 OK TIRE STORE  $          1,142.88  
209603 OLSON/DOUG  $                32.20  
209604 PARRISH/CALVIN  $          3,700.00  
209605 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $          1,325.00  
209606 PHOENIX CUSTOM RIFLES  $          2,545.00  
209607 PIPPIN LAW FIRM  $              813.00  
209608 PLAYNETWORK, INC.  $                89.85  
209609 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC  $  1,679,179.84  
209610 POJORLIE/JAMES  $              242.00  
209611 PRAXAIR  $          1,037.22  
209612 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC  $              301.92  
209613 QUILL CORPORATION  $          1,155.26  
209614 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.  $        21,581.36  
209615 RECORD KEEPERS LLC  $                41.50  
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209616 RED CARPET  $              625.63  
209617 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC.  $              550.77  
209618 REEDER/BERNARD  $          4,098.00  
209619 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC.  $          2,550.00  
209620 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $          2,160.00  
209621 RESPOND SYSTEMS  $              442.02  
209622 RICOH USA, INC  $              345.00  
209623 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC.  $        30,923.90  
209624 ROADWORX, LLC  $      873,532.31  
209625 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN  $                30.50  
209626 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $              343.08  
209627 RYAN/JANICE E  $        16,933.33  
209628 RYAN/KARLA  $              457.46  
209629 S & S MOTORS  $          1,456.64  
209630 SADDLE UP  $              118.90  
209631 SAFETEC, LLC  $              540.00  
209632 SAGE/CORRINE  $                39.10  
209633 SAKAKAWEA HAZEN CLINIC  $              147.00  
209634 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $          2,402.10  
209635 SCHMITZ/HERMAN A  $        12,240.00  
209636 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $          4,950.00  
209637 SELECT FORD MERCURY  $              469.00  
209638 SHAIDE/KAREN M  $                23.00  
209639 SLAUBAUGH/CRYSTAL  $                50.00  
209640 SOLID WASTE ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA  $              212.00  
209641 SORENSON/DESIREE  $              691.27  
209642 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC  $        27,928.41  
209643 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN  $          1,470.73  
209644 STEIN'S INC.  $          8,115.46  
209645 STREICHER'S  $          2,000.35  
209646 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC.  $              138.72  
209647 SUNRISE YOUTH BUREAU  $          2,010.00  
209648 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.  $              345.40  
209649 SZOSTAK SERVICES LLC  $              501.76  
209650 TALBERT/JIM  $          2,089.04  
209651 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES  $              297.57  
209652 TD & H ENGINEERING  $          1,077.34  
209653 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K  $              254.28  
209654 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $                50.00  
209655 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $              374.50  
209656 TIRED IRON REPAIR  $              300.00  
209657 TITANIUM PLUMBING  $          1,085.00  
209658 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $          6,113.59  
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209659 TRI-COUNTY GLASS  $          1,488.80  
209660 U.S. IMAGING  $        14,173.95  
209661 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $          2,711.26  
209662 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.  $        24,253.75  
209663 VEIT & COMPANY INC.  $      137,608.20  
209664 VISA  $          1,566.87  
209665 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.  $              390.67  
209666 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $        12,700.00  
209667 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $              998.99  
209668 WATFORD WILLISTON MOBILE TRUCK REPAIR  $              947.50  
209669 WE INTEGRATE  $          1,648.75  
209670 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $        15,298.65  
209671 WESTWIND CONSULTING CENTER, INC  $              755.00  
209672 WHIPPIN' STITCH  $          3,357.72  
209673 WIENTJES/BOE  $                54.80  
209674 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  $          3,350.00  
209675 WILLIAMS COUNTY CLERK OF COURT  $              500.00  
209676 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $        16,119.63  
209677 WILLIS/AMANDA  $              250.09  
209678 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY  $          1,179.00  
209679 WINGATE BY WYNDHAM  $              149.40  
209680 WISNESS/MONIQUE  $                78.54  
209681 XEROX CORPORATION  $              162.65  
209682 ZEP SALES & SERVICE  $              720.90  
209683 ZUBKE/DEVERON  $              363.64  
209684 3-D SPECIALTIES  $        10,945.24  
209685 BLUE LUBE  $          1,246.17  
209686 GEM CITY MOTORS  $              562.75  
209687 FORSGREN ASSOCIATES, INC.  $        65,385.89  
209688 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $          2,667.88  
209689 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING  $          2,947.50  

209690-209722 PAYROLL-AUGUST 14, 2015  $      613,008.15  
209723 ND STATE TREASURER  $              488.14  
209724 AT&T  $                41.67  
209725 CENTURY LINK  $                51.25  
209726 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                44.39  
209727 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $                30.00  
209728 L.Y. RURAL ELECTRIC ASSN. INC.  $              400.00  
209729 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $              107.85  
209730 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $          4,419.37  
209731 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $          8,512.80  
209732 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $        13,225.66  
209733 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $          5,037.38  
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209734 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $        16,340.18  
209735 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                39.88  
209736 VERIZON WIRELESS  $          6,664.98  
209737 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $          1,735.09  
209738 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $          1,130.00  
209739 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                30.66  
209740 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA  $      412,337.37  
209741 BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL  $              298.80  
209742 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                60.41  
209743 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $  1,962,144.50  
209744 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS  $  1,826,748.35  
209745 CROSS/ROBERT  $                40.25  
209746 DAKOTA PUMP INC  $          3,110.04  
209747 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP  $          7,107.21  
209748 DW EXCAVATING  $          6,350.00  
209749 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $              745.23  
209750 GRANT/EDWARD  $                17.50  
209751 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $          1,950.00  
209752 LUND OIL, INC.  $          1,005.79  
209753 MCCORMICK/CRESCENTIA CLAIRE  $                17.50  
209754 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $                21.24  
209755 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R.  $                48.77  
209756 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $          1,105.50  
209757 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                75.51  
209758 PUMP SYSTEMS, LLC  $          1,380.00  
209759 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                98.03  
209760 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC  $              379.30  
209761 VINIARD/JEFFREY L  $              101.00  
209762 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $          1,988.23  

209763-209792 PAYROLL-AUGUST 28, 2015  $      641,357.76  
209793 CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT  $          2,850.00  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 1, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 1, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending August 31, 

2015.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Boe Wientjes and Jim Talbert, Planning Department, presented information on 

the current building permit fees and made recommendations for lowering the fees.  The 
Board supported the concept and asked for comparison numbers to present. 

 
David Drovdal thanked the Board for their support of the Emergency Responders 

Event. 
 
Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, presented an update to projects ongoing in McKenzie 

County and those planned for 2016. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the amended agreement 

with Valley Airmed to include language about how a McKenzie County resident is 
identified.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Grassy Butte 

Community Club raffle permit application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to appoint Calvin Parrish to a five year 

term as the County Coroner.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to authorize PWD Kanwar to obtain 

an engineering firm to begin the design process on Route 12 from Highway 1806 to 
Highway 23, without realignment.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Landfill Director Schreiber provided an update to the Board on the SWANA 

conference he attended in August. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:05 a.m.   
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The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
At 1:00 p.m. the Board held a public hearing on the 2016 UMDHU budget and 

proposed levy.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the 2016 UMDHU 
budget and mill levy of $505,313 as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the purchase of six Chevy 

Tahoes from Kupper Chevrolet in Mandan for $32,430 each for a total of $194,296 with 
police packages, a portion of which will be reimbursed by an Attorney General’s Grant, 
and to purchase a 2006 Ford F550 with an ambulance box from Cheetah Services for 
$16,000.00 for use as a mobile command unit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Alan Ibach, NRG Tech Services, updated the Board on cyber security policies 

and procedures that NRG provides. 
 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger requested the Board’s consideration of digitally 

recording County Commission meetings.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker provided some 
information as to other counties who are recording and retention length.  The Board did 
not take action on this matter at this time and requested the Sheriff’s Department 
provide information in writing before the meeting so that the Board has time to review. 

 
Ben Matson, Construction Engineers, and Heidi Brenna, ICON Architects, 

presented Bid Package #3, totaling $20,881,461.17, as well as possible alternates for 
the Law Enforcement Center project.   Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to 
approve Bid Package #3 as presented, along with Alternate #2, card readers with an 
additional expense of $52,909.84, and Alternate #5, seed in lieu of sod with a savings of 
$87,599.41.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed options for internet service to the new Law Enforcement 

Center and how service will be delivered to the City and other Law Enforcement 
Agencies.  The Board also gave ICON Architects the approval to move forward with an 
initial plan and design of the Sheriff’s Department space. 
 

The meeting recessed at 4:11 p.m. until September 9, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

September 9, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 9, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
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Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Throughout the afternoon various department heads presented their 2016 budget 
requests.  The final budgets will be presented for approval at the October 6, 2015 
meeting.   

 
A public hearing was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Commissioners 

Cayko, Nordby, Anderson, Best, and Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Twelve members of the public were also in 
attendance.  Auditor Svihovec reviewed the County Budget.  Questions from the public 
were answered by the Commissioners and Svihovec. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. until September 15, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

September 15, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 15, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Doug Nordby, Vawnita Best, 
and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  Absent: Commissioners Ron Anderson and Richard Cayko.  Vice 
Chairman Nordby called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to pull items 5 (McKenzie County 

Agricultural District), 6 (Basic Electric Communication Tower), and 16 (New Building 
Permit Fee Schedule) from the Planning Zoning Consent Agenda and to approve the 
Planning & Zoning Consent agenda items 1, 3-4 and 7-14, denying items 2 (Bakken 
Workforce Housing) and 15 (Hartman Temporary Water Depot).  All voting aye, motion 
carried. Approved Consent Agenda items are: Baldwin, Gary (Four-plex Built Without 
Permits) – Comp. Plan-Zone; Triangle USA (Industrial Subdivision) – Zone; 
Rothrock/Topper Harley (Industrial Subdivision) – Zone; McKenzie Electric (Substation ) 
– CUP; Patriot Lodging (Building Setbacks) – VA; Arrow Electric (Storage/Shop 
Building) – CUP; McKenzie Investments (Industrial Storage Yard) – Zoning; XTO 
Energy (Commercial Buildings) – Zoning; Targa Resources Crude (Oil Terminal 
Expansion) – CP-Zoning-CUP; Black Stag Resources (Storage/Shop Building) – CUP 
Amendment; Plains Terminal (Oil Storage/Terminal) – CUP; Hartman (Temporary Water 
Depot) – CUP. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to adopt the changes to the Planning & 

Zoning Agricultural District Ordinance as recommended by the Planning & Zoning 
Board.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to table Item 6 (Basin Electric) until the 
next meeting to allow for the correction of a clerical error.  Best & Nordby voting aye, 
Skarda abstained due to familial relationship to the applicants.  Motion carried. 

 
Planning Director Talbert presented the Proposed Building Permit Fee Schedule 

as proposed by the Planning & Zoning Board.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to 
approve the proposed building permit fee schedule as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Jeff Shaffer updated the Board on the Arnegard Dam dredging project.  Moved 

by Skarda, seconded by Best, to authorize County Road & Bridge in kind services to 
assist with the Arnegard Dam dredging project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve HR Manger Willis’s request for 
reimbursement of interview expenses for a Chief Assistant State’s Attorney applicant, 
not to exceed $1,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the donation of 6.0 hours of 

sick leave from Mike Dollinger to Todd Franckiewicz.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the proposal of $36,221.00 plus 

an estimated $2,500.00 for irrigation for extending the retaining wall on the north side of 
Hillside Court property, including landscaping.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from KLJ for 

survey and preliminary design of Route 12.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and others, as 

presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the McKenzie County 

Healthcare Systems raffle permit application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Nordby moved to approve the Ducks Unlimited raffle permit application.  Motion 

was withdrawn.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to table the Ducks Unlimited 
raffle permit application until October 6, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Bank of ND construction 

loan interest payment of $5,070.51.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the State’s Attorney office 

space remodel proposal from Construction Engineers and the furniture proposal from 
Hannaher’s.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve Change Order #6 for 
Construction Engineers on the Courthouse Expansion Project for a total of $184,245.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held with the Sheriff’s Office over their proposed 2016 Budget.  

Commissioner Best stated to the Sheriff’s Office that all bids for all vehicles should 
come to the Board before the vehicles are purchased. 

 
Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, provided an update on the highway projects in 

McKenzie County.   
 
 The Board reviewed all budgets before recessing at 6:22 p.m. until September 
21, 2015, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Special Meeting—September 22, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 22, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Doug Nordby and Kathy 
Skarda in person, Commissioners Ron Anderson and Richard Cayko via 
teleconference, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and Assistant State’s 
Attorney Neff.  Absent:  Commissioner Vawnita Best.  Vice Chairman Nordby called the 
meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 
 The topic of this special meeting was the consideration of the ND Industrial 
Commission 15% Flaring Rule Implementation on January 1, 2016. 
 
 Vice Chairman Nordby opened the floor for comments by the public.  Wayne 
Olson, Nuverra, and Darius Frick, Whiting Oil, both supported an extension of the flaring 
law stating there would be a drastic slowdown in the industry if this date was not 
extended.  Aaron Gravos, Watford City City Councilman, stated that the City has 
submitted a letter. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Cayko, to compose a letter to the North 
Dakota Industrial Commission in support of extending the flaring deadline.  Roll call 
vote: Anderson, aye; Best, absent; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  With 4 votes 
aye and 0 votes nay, the motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 12:10 p.m. until September 28 2015, at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Special Meeting—September 28, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 22, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug 
Nordby, Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney 
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Rodenbiker.  Absent:  Commissioners Ron Anderson and Kathy Skarda.  Chairman 
Cayko called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 The Board approved adding back $100,000 budget request to Wolf Pup Daycare.  
The Board reviewed changes made to the Sheriff’s Department Budget, IT Budget, and 
Self-Insurance Budget.  The Board approved up to $300,000 for the Veterans Memorial 
Park project, contingent on additional fundraising and a refined plan.  The Board 
approved 14% of the bid for the City of Arnegard water lagoon improvement project up 
to a maximum of $800,000.00.  The Board approved $100,000 to offset emergency 
room operating losses at the McKenzie County Healthcare Systems.   

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:16 p.m. until October 6, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

209794 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER $                78.00 
209795 ACCUSOURCE INC. $          1,741.05 
209796 ACTION AUTO $              107.60 
209797 ADAMS COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD $          1,819.22 
209798 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS $          3,196.97 
209799 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES $                   8.10 
209800 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. $              134.00 
209801 AMAN/KELSEY $              168.99 
209802 AMERICAN LEGION $              114.95 
209803 ANDERSON/RONALD A. $          2,379.10 
209804 ARMSTRONG SANITATION $              685.68 
209805 ARNTSON STEWART WEGNER PC $          6,579.05 
209806 BADLANDS HARDWARE $              969.24 
209807 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE $              316.00 
209808 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC $              532.86 
209809 BAKER & TAYLOR $          1,383.58 
209810 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC. $              182.78 
209811 BARRETT PHARMACY $          1,530.97 
209812 BAUMAN/BARBARA $                51.75 
209813 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL $              224.10 
209814 BIDDLE CONSULTING GROUP, INC $          3,615.00 
209815 BLAINE'S AUTO BODY & SALES, INC. $              438.00 
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209816 BLANKENSHIP/RODNEY L $                11.00 
209817 BLUE LUBE $              872.94 
209818 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. $              567.97 
209819 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC $              712.48 
209820 BONE/LINDALEE M $              170.17 
209821 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC. $      626,583.68 
209822 BOURNE/JESSIE T $                18.99 
209823 BRENNA/TAMMY $                41.40 
209824 BURNS & MCDONNELL $        39,759.22 
209825 C. WHITEOWL/MARI LYNELLE $              420.00 
209826 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. $          3,666.53 
209827 C&D WATER SERVICES $                34.00 
209828 CALDWELL/ZANE $          7,185.00 
209829 CARLYLE, DARREL $                85.95 
209830 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS $                67.08 
209831 CAUWENBERGHS/BARRY $              350.00 
209832 CAYKO/RICHARD $              473.25 
209833 CCCS, INC. $        17,740.00 
209834 CENEX FLEETCARD $              185.13 
209835 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC. $      973,491.88 
209836 CENTURION PARTNERS LLC $              663.30 
209837 CHISHOLM/AARON $                73.50 
209838 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. $          1,804.73 
209839 COMFORT INN $              592.00 
209840 COMFORT SUITES $          1,258.00 
209841 COMMISSIONING SOLUTIONS $          4,968.25 
209842 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. $          2,833.69 
209843 CONTRACTOR SERVICES, INC $          3,643.83 
209844 DAKOTA FENCE $              660.00 
209845 DAKOTA FIRE EXTINGUISHERS $              619.20 
209846 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC $          2,718.00 
209847 DELEON/FRANKIE XEVIER $                   6.00 
209848 DEMCO $                93.02 
209849 DTE DICKINSON TRUCK EQUIPMENT $          1,745.66 
209850 ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIV. $              600.00 
209851 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS $        12,937.74 
209852 EIDE BAILLY $          5,820.09 
209853 ELLIOT/VIRGINIA $                33.05 
209854 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY $        58,270.01 
209855 FASTENAL COMPANY $              298.84 
209856 FINSAAS/DARRELL $                49.45 
209857 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE $              136.00 
209858 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC $          4,242.96 
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209859 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC $          5,780.00 
209860 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA $          2,216.48 
209861 FOSS/BONNIE $              585.20 
209862 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME $          1,459.40 
209863 FURUSETH LAW FIRM, PC $          1,356.25 
209864 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. $              383.22 
209865 GALLS INCORPORATED $              720.45 
209866 GARMANS FLOORING $              850.99 
209867 GEM CITY MOTORS $              192.67 
209868 GRANT COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES $              254.89 
209869 GREAT PLAINS TOWERS $        18,250.00 
209870 GREG'S WELDING INC. $                71.98 
209871 HANNAHER'S $        39,567.40 
209872 HANSON/JAMES EDWARD $                20.00 
209873 HAUCK/CLINT $                67.93 
209874 HDR ENGINEERING, INC $      136,871.58 
209875 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT $          4,940.00 
209876 HEDAHL'S INC. $              100.91 
209877 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. $              294.91 
209878 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA $              454.75 
209879 HETTINGER COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD $                31.32 
209880 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY $              258.39 
209881 HOLIDAY INN $                74.70 
209882 HOLTE/KAREN L. $                64.94 
209883 HORIZON RESOURCES $              123.45 
209884 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP $      232,935.10 
209885 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC. $              651.56 
209886 INTOXIMETERS $              246.25 
209887 IWI LIGHTING $              308.68 
209888 J KOSKI COMPANY $      227,132.59 
209889 JACK & JILL $              726.39 
209890 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN $          5,081.64 
209891 JOHNSRUD/ANN $              658.60 
209892 JOHNSRUD/ERICA $                50.00 
209893 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES $              200.00 
209895 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC. $          6,444.58 
209896 KELLEY/BETSY $              855.69 
209897 KNIFE RIVER $  2,348,442.67 
209898 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC. $          6,922.00 
209899 KUMMER'S PUMPING $              400.00 
209900 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES $              298.80 
209901 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC. $              150.00 
209902 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER $                66.43 
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209905 LUHMAN/SCOTT $              431.48 
209906 LUND OIL, INC. $        13,842.62 
209907 LYLE SIGNS INC. $          3,406.47 
209908 MAYO CONSTRUCTION CO. INC. $      826,354.55 
209909 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE $          1,885.11 
209910 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER $          4,933.74 
209911 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH $                11.50 
209912 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER $          2,000.00 
209913 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA $          1,130.36 
209914 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT. $          1,755.30 
209915 MCNANEY/CHARLES $                42.55 
209916 MENNEAR/ALLEN $              629.70 
209917 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU $          2,279.71 
209918 MEYER'S DEPT. STORE $              180.00 
209919 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC. $                79.45 
209920 MONDAK DOOR, LLC $          1,299.16 
209921 MONDAK MOTORSPORTS, INC. $          1,167.45 
209922 MONSTER WORLDWIDE, INC $              865.00 
209923 MRACHEK/RAYMOND $                42.55 
209924 MURRAY/JOSH $              257.60 
209925 MYERS AUTO PARTS $              114.02 
209926 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES $          1,181.46 
209927 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. $              150.00 
209928 ND CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WELFARE $                30.00 
209929 ND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES $        10,321.85 
209930 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL $          6,045.00 
209931 ND STATE UNIVERSITY $                55.00 
209932 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP $        19,831.55 
209933 NELSON INTERNATIONAL $              407.96 
209934 NEMONT $                28.50 
209935 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. $              621.52 
209936 O K IMPLEMENT CO. $          2,094.88 
209937 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS OF THE SE $                40.00 
209938 OK TIRE STORE $          3,869.90 
209939 OLSON/DOUG $                32.20 
209940 PARKWAY FORD LINCOLN $          3,743.99 
209941 PARRISH/CALVIN $              244.00 
209942 PAULSON/KATIE $              279.00 
209943 PENGUIN MANAGEMENT INC. $          3,516.00 
209944 PHARMCHEM. INC. $          1,841.00 
209945 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC $  2,387,263.66 
209946 PRAXAIR $              603.52 
209947 PRIA $                60.00 
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209948 PRO-TEK CHEMICAL, INC $              460.00 
209949 QUILL CORPORATION $                33.97 
209950 RAMKOTA HOTEL $              896.40 
209951 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. $        75,301.67 
209952 RED CARPET $                34.06 
209953 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $              240.00 
209954 RESPOND SYSTEMS $              247.65 
209955 RICHARDSON/DAVID $              499.44 
209956 RIG MATS OF AMERICA, INC. $          7,480.00 
209957 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE $                66.46 
209958 ROCKVOY/KAROLIN $                72.50 
209959 RODENBIKER/JACOB $                53.59 
209960 ROGNESS/MICHELLE $              565.83 
209961 ROHDE/DENNIS $          1,048.21 
209962 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES $              439.80 
209963 RYAN/KARLA $              449.04 
209964 S & S MOTORS $              786.77 
209965 SAGE/CORRINE $                39.10 
209966 SAMUELSON/JERRY $              271.49 
209967 SAX MOTOR CO $          2,590.28 
209968 SCENIC SPORTS $                64.95 
209969 SCHIFF/ERIK $          1,461.70 
209970 SCHREIBER/RICHARD $          2,055.33 
209971 SELECT FORD MERCURY $          1,090.69 
209972 SERVICE FIRST CLEANING & RESTORATION $              825.80 
209973 SOCOLOVITCH/JENNIFER $              750.00 
209974 SOLBERG/BRAD $              150.00 
209975 SORENSON/DESIREE $              359.45 

209976 
SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION 
CEN $        93,736.69 

209977 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC $        16,611.39 
209978 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $          2,916.90 
209979 STEIN'S INC. $          2,427.71 
209980 STEVENS/LEE $                32.20 
209981 STREICHER'S $          1,644.00 
209982 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO. $        24,851.00 
209983 TALBERT/JIM $              220.19 
209984 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES $              867.30 
209985 THOMPSON-BALL/SANDRA K $              399.25 
209986 THOMPSON/JENNIFER $              315.15 
209987 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST $              390.50 
209988 TITANIUM PLUMBING $              125.00 
209989 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. $          1,518.29 
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209990 TRANA/KATHY $                50.00 
209991 TRANE U.S. INC. $          4,567.42 
209992 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC. $                16.00 
209993 U.S. IMAGING $          1,431.90 
209994 UNIFORM CENTER $              333.95 
209995 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE $          3,006.77 
209996 US BANK VOYAGER FLEET SYS $          6,737.33 
209997 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. $        10,369.00 
209998 VEIT & COMPANY INC. $      266,343.97 
209999 VISA $          2,382.25 
210000 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO. $              309.23 
210001 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC $          6,350.00 
210002 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER $              681.59 
210003 WE INTEGRATE $          7,886.22 
210004 WESTERN TIRE INC. $          1,403.64 
210005 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. $          6,502.11 
210006 WESTWIND CONSULTING CENTER, INC $              330.00 
210007 WIENTJES/BOE $                60.59 
210008 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT $          1,700.00 
210009 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. $          1,977.50 
210010 WILLIS/AMANDA $              315.00 
210011 WILLISTON DAILY HERALD $              151.00 
210012 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. $          2,007.08 
210013 WISNESS/MONIQUE $              371.10 
210014 Z & S DUST CONTROL SYSTEMS $        12,830.00 
210015 LINDVIG/DONALD $        94,900.00 
210016 LINDVIG/THOMAS $        94,900.00 
210017 KUPPER CHEVROLET $        97,006.00 
210018 ND STATE TAX COMMISSIONER $              479.98 

210019-210042 PAYROLL-SEPTEMBER 11, 2015 $      603,107.06 
210043 ND STETSON, LLC $        10,770.00 
210044 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. $              124.05 
210045 ND STATE TREASURER $              324.00 
210046 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I $          5,483.38 
210047 AIR MEDICAL RESOURCE GROUP $        18,000.00 
210048 ARNTSON STEWART WEGNER PC $          9,570.02 
210049 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. $                50.00 
210050 BADLANDS HARDWARE $                59.44 
210051 BADLANDS HYDROVAC SERVICE $          1,800.00 
210052 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL $              224.10 
210053 BLUE LUBE $              153.98 
210054 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. $                11.98 
210055 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC. $  1,929,039.88 
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210056 CROSS/ROBERT $                40.25 
210057 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP $        11,221.43 
210058 DW EXCAVATING $        64,280.00 
210059 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY $              634.98 
210060 FLAGSHOOTER LLC $              823.36 
210061 HOUSE OF COLOR $          5,558.11 
210062 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC $          2,125.00 
210063 JELLESED/LEIF L. $                41.40 
210064 KUPPER CHEVROLET $        86,290.00 
210065 LUND OIL, INC. $              938.71 
210066 MANDAREE EMS $          5,058.32 
210067 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH $                23.00 
210068 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER $              402.52 
210069 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION $                11.50 
210070 ND EMSA $                80.00 
210071 ND SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING ASSN $              260.00 
210072 NDBOA $              500.00 
210073 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL $          1,134.10 
210074 NOVAK/LARRY $                35.65 
210075 OK TIRE STORE $              958.11 
210076 UNIVERSITY OF NORTH DAKOTA $              150.00 
210077 USA BLUE BOOK $          1,141.41 
210078 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC $              372.66 
210079 VOGEL LAW FIRM $          7,606.77 
210080 WAWSA $      119,917.40 
210081 ARMSTRONG SANITATION $              621.91 
210082 AT&T $                41.67 
210083 CENTURY LINK $                51.25 
210084 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM $                46.39 
210085 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. $          1,186.25 
210086 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER $              211.28 
210087 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. $          4,376.62 
210088 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. $          8,301.20 
210089 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES $        21,125.77 
210090 NEMONT $                28.50 
210091 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $          5,030.41 
210092 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC $        16,340.18 
210093 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY $                39.88 
210094 VERIZON WIRELESS $          6,295.63 
210095 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF $          2,646.21 

210096-210123 PAYROLL-SEPTEMBER 25, 2015 $      608,746.24 
210124 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA $          5,070.51 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 6, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 6, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending September 

30, 2015.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held regarding the Ducks Unlimited application for raffle permit.  

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Ducks Unlimited Raffle 
Permit Application.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, nay; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; 
Skarda, nay.  With votes of 3 aye and 2 nay motion carried. 

 
Following discussion, the Board decided not to pursue the Service Agreement 

with WE Integrate. 
 
Brenda Owen, Summit Counseling, and Desiree Sorenson, Social Services 

Director, presented a proposal from Summit Counseling to provide services to 
McKenzie County.  The Board supported the concept and asked Sorenson to work on 
details and/or contract and meeting space. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to amend the 2015 budget as 

presented by Auditor Svihovec at the April 7, 2015, meeting with revised revenue and 
expenditures as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from 

Hanson’s for $11,800 for curb work on the east side of 5th Street across from the 
Courthouse, with the City splitting the cost.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Facility Manager Nate Carlson presented the Board with proposals for moving 

and resetting the Bolken House at the Fairgrounds at an estimated cost of $98,000 
versus demo and removal of the building from the site at an estimated cost of $51,000.  
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to demo the Bolken property based on the 
quote from Goulet Construction.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The Board supported Facility Manager Carlson’s proposal to pursue service 

agreements with an electrician and plumber for County facilities. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Approach/Utility permit fee 

timeline changes and fine changes as presented by Greg Skurupey and Suhail Kanwar.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  Changes included the following: permanent utility 
applications are valid for 1 year upon approval, temporary utility applications are valid 
for 180 days upon approval; and approach permits are valid for 1 year for both 
farm/single/multi-family and commercial/industrial applications. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the J. Koski change order 

at the Landfill in the amount of $15,810.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve two bridge projects on Route 

30 for 90/10 county federal aid projects (BR#27-131-30.0-estimated cost of $1,250,000 
and BR#27-137-27.0-estimated cost of $1,050,000).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of 8 

Walk’n’Roll Packer Rollers, approximately $20,000 each, for a total of $161,101 from 
Lycox Enterprises, Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:52 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning & Zoning Consent 

Agenda item, Basin Electric Communications Tower CUP.  Anderson, Best, Cayko, and 
Nordby voting aye with Skarda abstaining, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to accept the proposal from SRF 

Consulting for contract services for the McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan update 
for $191,303 under the same terms and conditions as the current SRF contract.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion was had with KOTA Trucking regarding and overweight authorization 

letter signed by Mike Dollinger for hauling excessive weight divisible loads on Route 36 
from the Wisness Pit to 4th Ave and the Event Center projects.  State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker gave the background and advised the Board to refund the fee and 
recommended that the load limit on that portion of the road be increased to 105,500# 
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and 8 ton per axle limit.  Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, says DOT expects all contractors to 
run legal loads regardless if they have a letter.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, 
to follow State’s Attorney Rodenbiker’s recommendation to return the fee of $6,200 to 
KOTA Trucking, to raise the weight limit to 105,500# and 8 tons per axle , and that 
KOTA Trucking notify the County when their project is finished so the load limits can be 
lowered.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to follow Housing Coordinator Sarah 

Skarda’s plan for rental housing transitions.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to reconsider the portion of the 

previous motion on returning the overweight fees to KOTA Trucking in the amount of 
$6,200.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve refunding KOTA Trucking 

the assessed fee of $5,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to accept the omitted properties as 

presented by Tax Director Paulson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Sax Motors presented information on a GM FleetTrac Program.  The Board 

encouraged the Sheriff’s Department to seek a similar agreement locally. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to rescind the easement with REC for 

the Fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to set the minimum sales prices for the 

property acquired by McKenzie County through Tax Deed as follows: SS Properties, IT 
2208 PT NE¼NE¼, $500; Randy & Judy Perry, Lot 4 Block 2 East Highland Acres, 
$500; Pacific Rim Tire & Truck Parts LLC, IT 2362 PT NE¼, $900; Schmitz Properties, 
Lot 8 Block 1 5th Addition, Watford, $2,500; and Hank Bolman, Lot 19 1st Addition, North 
Watford, $2,300.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Yellowstone School 

District Raffle Permit Application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
HR Manager Willis asked for clarification and expectations regarding Sheriff 

Department HR.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker stated that an elected official has the 
power to hire and fire.  Rodenbiker advised the Board to reorganize the HR Manager as 
a direct report to the County Auditor.  Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to move HR 
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Manager Willis under the direct supervision of the Auditor.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to reconsider the September 1, 2015, 

motion for the 2006 Ford F550 requested by Sheriff’s Department.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to purchase the 2003 Ford F350 for 

$14,000 and Light Tower for $4,000 from Cheetah Services for the Sheriff’s 
Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mike Schmitz updated the Board on the McKenzie County Healthcare System 

bill. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the abatement application from 

LSS Housing Watford City II in the amount of $10,391.40.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve a 10% reduction in the 

Sheriff, Dispatch, and Corrections operating expense line items, with no reductions 
taken in salaries or benefits.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to adopt the resolutions for final 2016 

budget and tax levy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

2016 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
2014 2015 2016 

 
ACTUAL AMENDED APPROVED 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
 

APPROPRIATION 
 County Board $193,663  $220,047  $209,867  

Housing Authority Board 3,445 3,230 77,451 
Clerk of District Court 389,411 238,110 0 
Auditor 431,681 465,267 0 
Treasurer/Motor Vehicle 332,508 400,243 0 
Auditor/Treasurer 0 0 646,170 
Motor Vehicle/Passports 0 0 291,889 
State's Attorney 445,931 724,473 861,797 
Recorder 341,487 388,591 0 
Recorder/Tax Director 0 0 1,210,097 
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County Superintendent 88,789 64,670 81,514 
Tax Director 404,322 575,000 0 
Planning & Zoning 1,321,090 1,008,218 1,125,269 
Human Resources 32,545 149,231 145,612 
GIS Department 135,312 864,425 408,922 
Custodian 193,689 269,147 512,343 
Courthouse Maintenance 256,435 471,000 510,000 
Building Fund 12,990,297 10,870,000 27,100,000 
Elections 44,731 2,500 54,700 
Landfill 6,550,606 3,564,562 2,599,839 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 44,416 60,000 55,000 
WSI Medical Expense 0 1,000 1,000 
Job Service 4,700 10,000 18,000 
Audit Fees 0 20,000 25,000 
Court  Appointed Atty - Mental Health Fees 0 0 8,000 
Forest Service - Quiet Title Action 55,331 75,000 75,000 
Property & Liability Insurance 41,856 40,000 50,000 
Rental Property 130,586 175,000 200,000 
Temporary Offices/ Storage Units 270,770 

 
60,000 

Telephone System & Maintenance 24,186 100,000 70,000 
Publishing, Printing 54,319 75,000 70,000 
Dues, Registrations 24,638 25,000 26,500 
Postage 33,364 30,000 35,000 
Mailing Machine 5,512 7,500 7,500 
Copier Expense 16,258 20,000 15,000 
Computer Expense 552,227 600,000 1,015,000 
Miscellaneous 176,135 550,000 550,000 
Special Projects 2,433,007 2,500,000 2,500,000 
Equipment & Office Furniture 0 50,000 0 
McKenzie Co Rural Fire - OT/weekend 
housing 0 0 90,000 
Wolf Pup Daycare 0 100,000 100,000 
McKenzie County Health Care System 100,000 200,000 300,000 
Family Crisis Shelter 6,000 10,000 10,000 
Williston Community Services 0 30,000 30,000 
Watford City Airport 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Alexander Senior Citizens 15,000 15,000 15,000 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000 8,000 8,000 
Lewis & Clark Museum 25,000 32,000 41,600 
Pioneer Museum 14,000 15,000 25,000 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 30,000 35,000 35,000 
Tri-County Economic Development 11,500 19,500 26,000 
County Fair (General Fund 2016) 0 0 75,000 
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Atmospheric Resources (General Fund 
2016) 0 0 90,000 
Tourism & Recreation 57,417 61,902 83,385 

TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $28,320,164  $25,173,616  $41,575,455  
2016 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 

    
  

2015 
 

 
2014 AMENDED 2016 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION APPROVED 

PUBLIC SAFETY  
   County Sheriff $3,259,511  $4,401,961  $5,730,114  

Dispatch 
  

$1,258,826  
County Jail 1,671,071 2,382,658 1,930,494 
County Coroner 33,249 40,700 35,700 
Disaster Emergency Service 136,971 124,662 118,304 
Risk Management Coordinator 6,435 6,558 20,304 
McKenzie County Ambulance 127,600 127,600 0 
Alexander First Responders 4,000 4,000 4,000 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $5,238,837  $7,088,139  $9,097,742  

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $33,559,001 $32,261,755 $50,673,197 

    TRANSFERS FROM GENERAL FUND TO 
OTHER FUNDS 

   Road & Bridge $38,000,000 $45,000,000 $33,500,000 
County Park $0 $0 $125,000 
County Agent 95,000 $0 $0 
Job Development Authority 115,000 $0 $0 
Veterans Service 30,000 $20,000 $0 
Water Resource District 500,000 $500,000 $0 

TOTAL TRANSFERS $38,740,000 $45,520,000 $33,625,000 

    GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $72,299,001 $77,781,755 $84,298,197 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads - Tfr to R&B $4,000,000 $4,500,000 $3,000,000 

Highway Tax Distribution Fund - Tfr to 
R&B 1,000,000 $1,200,000 $2,000,000 
County Road & Bridge 48,589,408 $97,160,359 $100,983,119 
County Human Services 1,150,833 $1,663,749 $1,841,351 
Veteran's Services 41,703 $42,071 $74,997 
County Agent 130,551 $170,493 $186,693 
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County Park 40,361 $65,316 $160,016 
Public Library 214,614 $302,264 $301,354 
Public Library - Tfr to Bookmobile 3,000 $3,000 $10,000 
Social Security - Tfr to Co Agt & Veterans 6,610 $8,078 $0 
Water Resource District 2,077,369 $4,765,723 $6,311,331 
Weed Control 332,475 $454,920 $482,436 
Job Development Authority 165,191 $170,889 $172,288 
Self Insurance Fund 1,657,170 $3,328,000 $3,201,750 
Document Preservation Fund 13,162 $50,000 $47,195 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness 35,098 $35,000 $20,500 
E911 69,974 $81,875 $287,100 
Infrastructure Fund 3,255,616 $0 $0 
Federal Entitlement Fund - Tfr to Soc Serv 600,000 $750,000 $0 
2015 Certificate Fund 0 $0 $500,000 
Atmospheric Resource Board 83,178 $90,592 $0 
County Fair 30,234 $72,330 $0 
District Health Unit 121,375 $106,058 $150,000 
Historical Society 8,870 $10,034 $29,500 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $63,626,792 $115,030,751 $119,759,630 

 
      

Total including Interfund Transfers $135,925,793 $192,812,506 $204,057,827 
Less Interfund Transfers (44,349,610) (51,981,078) (38,635,000) 

GRAND TOTALS $91,576,183 $140,831,428 $165,422,827 

    2016 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

    The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed 
expenditures for 2016. 

    
 

2016 Budget 
 

Approved 

 
Requests 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy 

General Fund 84,298,197 106,781,066 500,000 
Unorganized District Roads 3,000,000 2,918,386 728,000 
Road & Bridge Fund 100,983,119 101,807,624 1,400,000 
Social Services 1,841,351 1,139,756 1,000,000 
Veteran's Services 74,997 27,804 50,000 
County Agent 186,693 82,305 120,000 
Public Library 301,354 199,125 125,000 
Water Resource District 6,311,331 6,357,662 0 
Weed Control 482,436 458,366 30,000 
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Job Development Authority 172,288 61,021 125,000 
Health Unit 150,000 497 150,000 
Historical Society 29,500 4,864 25,000 

    Total Requests and Levies Required 197,831,266 219,838,476 4,253,000 

     
 

The meeting recessed at 5:10 p.m. until October 20, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

October 20, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 20, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to accept the Planning & Zoning Consent 
Agenda, as presented.  Commissioner Anderson asked a question about Target 
Logistics, which was answered by Planning & Zoning Director Talbert.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Approved Consent Agenda Items were: ONEOK – Bear Creek 
(Transmission Line) – CUP; McKenzie Electric – Patent Gate North (Transmission Line) 
– CUP; McKenzie Electric – G8 (Substation – SP.  Denied Consent Agenda Items were: 
Youngquist Brothers (Existing Mixed Use Development) – T-ZC-CUP; Target Logistics 
(Treated Effluent Storage Pond) – CUP.   
 
 Michael Graham, Knife River Williston Superintendent, requested Board 
consideration for slightly overweight cement trucks.  The Board advised Mr. Graham to 
assure that loads were within legal axle limits on Route 36, which are 105,500# GVW 
and 8 tons/axle. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the water bills and others, as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Right of Way Easement 
Agreement, McKenzie County Water Resource District Water Management Membership 
Agreement for the Landfill, and the McKenzie County Water Resource District Water 
Management Membership Agreement for the Cartwright Shop.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the contract agreement with 
SRF Consulting for the Comprehensive Plan.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve sponsoring the Energy 
Infrastructure and Impact Office grant application for Mandaree Fire Department for 
equipment and training.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to accept the City of Arnegard Court 
Services Agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve the agreement with Eide Bailly 
for preparation of the 2015 1094C and 1095C forms, new reporting forms required to be 
filed under the Affordable Healthcare Act.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize increasing the hiring salary 
range for the Chief Assistant State’s Attorney positon to $104,442 (Step 10) to $114,342 
(Step 21) with minimum qualifications being met for this position, at least 5 years of 
experience.  Anderson, Best, Nordby, Skarda voting aye. Cayko voting nay.  With 4 
votes aye and 1 vote nay, motion carried.   
 
 Deputy Auditor Johnsrud demonstrated the NovusAgenda paperless meeting 
system.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize moving ahead with 
purchasing the NovusAgenda paperless meeting system at a cost of approximately 
$5,000/year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Department updates were given by Motor Vehicle Branch Manager Winchester 
and Recorder/Supervisor of Assessments Johnsrud. 
 
 Planning Director Talbert updated the Board on a possible lawsuit over a building 
permit that was not renewed because zoning issues needed to be resolved.  Talbert 
reported that it appears the parties are working to resolve the issue. 
 
 Allen Nygard, Three Affiliated Tribes CEO, presented information to the Board 
regarding Tribal government operations and extended an offer to collaborate on 
managing projects between the County and the Reservation.  
 
 Sheriff Schwartzenberger and Lt. Schmitz updated the Board on the Hospital bill, 
Sheriff sale, and Turnkey system. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of a new inside 
lift and for Facility Manager Carlson to obtain pricing for a used outside life.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, gave a brief report on NDDOT projects in McKenzie 
County. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m. until November 3, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
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The McKenzie County Commissioners attended the following  
additional meetings in October 2015: 

 
October 22, 2015 – 8:00 a.m. – Commissioner’s Board Room 

Discussion on Temporary Housing with Ron Ness 
Commission members present were Anderson, Best, Nordby and Skarda. 

 
October 22, 2015 – 1:00 p.m. – Commissioner’s Board Room 

ND Industrial Commission Meeting 
Commission members present were Cayko, Anderson, Best, Nordby and Skarda. 

 
October 25-27, 2015:  Event Center, Bismarck, ND 
ND Association of Counties joint annual conference 

Commission members present were Cayko, Anderson, Best, Nordby and Skarda. 
 

October 29, 2015:  Commissioner’s Board Room 
Uniform County Permit program Fall Meeting 

Commission members present were Cayko, Anderson, Best, and Nordby. 
 

From time to time during the above meetings, discussions involving a quorum of 
Mckenzie County Commissioners were held.  However, no official business was 
transacted at any of these sessions. 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

210125 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER $                     50.00 
210126 ACCUSOURCE INC. $                   710.80 
210127 ACKERMAN/GIGI $                   306.19 
210128 ACOM SOLUTIONS, INC. $               1,999.00 
210129 ACTION AUTO $                     66.25 
210130 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS $                   950.69 
210131 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES $                     80.73 
210132 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC. $                   137.00 
210133 ALPHA CARD $                   107.26 
210134 AMAN/KELSEY $                   166.15 
210135 AMERICINN OF MEDORA $                   519.60 
210136 ANDERSON/RONALD A. $               1,195.30 
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210137 ARMSTRONG SANITATION $                   110.00 
210138 ATTIC/THE $                   523.00 
210139 BADLANDS HARDWARE $                   950.75 
210140 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE $               1,130.00 
210141 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC $               2,230.00 
210142 BAKER & TAYLOR $                   103.45 
210143 BARRETT PHARMACY $               1,627.96 
210144 BAYMONT INN & SUITES $                   747.00 
210145 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL $                   224.10 
210146 BLASS/CHARLES $                     36.00 
210147 BLUE LUBE $                   889.19 
210148 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC. $                   904.76 
210149 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC $             11,936.77 
210150 BOBCAT OF WILLISTON $                   200.00 
210151 BONE/LINDALEE M $                     89.68 
210152 BOSS OFFICVE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS $                   448.72 
210153 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC. $          239,045.00 
210154 BROWN/IAN $                     52.50 
210155 BURNS & MCDONNELL $             99,751.09 
210156 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. $               1,662.50 
210157 C&D WATER SERVICES $                   135.00 
210158 CALDWELL/ZANE $                     80.00 
210159 CANDLEWOOD SUITES $                     74.70 
210160 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS $                     46.33 
210161 CAYKO/RICHARD $                   275.00 
210162 CCCS, INC. $             18,465.00 
210163 CENEX FLEETCARD $                   438.07 
210164 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC. $       3,969,296.32 
210165 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP. $               2,619.69 
210166 COMFORT INN $                   296.00 
210167 COMFORT INN MILES CITY, MT $                     89.81 
210168 COMMAND CENTER, INC $                   114.00 
210170 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC. $               2,833.69 
210171 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS $          244,399.66 
210172 CONTRACTOR SERVICES, INC $               3,016.03 
210173 CPS TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS $                   259.00 
210174 CUSTOM STRIPES $               7,013.00 
210175 CUSTOME TRUCK ACCESSORIES $               6,430.00 
210176 DACOTAH PAPER CO. $                   320.40 
210177 DAN'S BODY SHOP $                     74.90 
210178 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES $                   304.50 
210179 DAVE'S RADIATORS & REPAIRS $                   110.00 
210180 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC $               2,097.00 
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210181 DELL MARKETING L.P. $                   380.03 
210182 DEMCO $                   355.47 
210183 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS $               1,601.69 
210185 FAIRFIELD/SCOTT T $                     45.00 
210186 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY $             59,876.72 
210187 FASTENAL COMPANY $                   609.15 
210188 FINSAAS/DARRELL $                     49.45 
210189 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE $          149,777.00 
210190 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC $               4,032.00 
210191 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC $             11,862.00 
210192 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA $                   602.92 
210193 FOREVER GLASS $               3,436.38 
210194 FOSS/BONNIE $                   565.78 
210195 FOUND IT NOW $                     41.60 
210196 FRONTIER PRECISION $                   238.00 
210197 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME $                   385.00 
210198 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC. $                   411.35 
210199 GEM CITY MOTORS $               1,426.27 
210200 GEMPLER'S INC. $                   218.00 
210201 GRAINGER $               1,351.12 
210202 GRANT COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES $                   202.90 
210203 GREGORY IAN RUNGE $                   786.60 
210204 HANNAHER'S $             15,098.66 
210205 HAUCK/CLINT $                   261.71 
210206 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY $                     62.48 
210207 HDR ENGINEERING, INC $          139,756.95 
210208 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT $               5,850.00 
210209 HEDAHL'S INC. $               1,822.37 
210210 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO. $               1,060.92 
210211 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY $               3,850.00 
210212 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA $               1,245.31 
210213 HENLEY/ELIZABETH $               5,332.00 
210214 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY $               1,009.19 
210215 HIGGENS/AMBER $                     70.15 
210216 HOLIDAY INN $                     91.80 
210217 HOLTE/KAREN L. $                     10.50 
210218 HORIZON RESOURCES $                     86.47 
210219 HOVEX $               9,000.00 
210220 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC $                   986.00 
210221 HYDE/BARBARA $               2,666.00 
210222 HYDE/JAMES P. $               6,665.00 
210223 HYDE/MARY F. $               5,332.00 
210224 HYDE/NEIL C. $               6,665.00 
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210225 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP $             88,885.73 
210226 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. $                   778.25 
210227 INTERNATIONAL ASSOC IF ASSESSING OFFI $                   175.00 
210228 J KOSKI COMPANY $          662,819.64 
210229 JACK & JILL $               7,606.74 
210230 JAPPE/KAROLIN $                   144.10 
210231 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW $                     45.00 
210232 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN $               5,123.80 
210233 JOHNSON/BRANDON $               1,543.21 
210234 JOHNSRUD/ANN $                   345.50 
210235 JOHNSRUD/ERICA $                     88.50 
210236 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES $               1,000.00 
210237 JORDAN/SEYMOUR R. $                     65.26 
210238 JOY DENTAL DESIGN $                   180.00 
210239 KDSR RADIO SERVICES $                   460.00 
210240 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY $                   218.60 
210241 KELLEY/BETSY $                     52.06 
210242 KIESON/CAROL $                   192.05 
210243 KIMLEY-HORN & ASSOCIATES INC. $               1,716.54 
210244 KNIFE RIVER $       3,656,461.92 
210245 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC. $               1,815.03 
210246 KUMMER'S PUMPING $                   600.00 
210247 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES $                   117.92 
210248 LEM SOLUTIONS LLC $                   185.32 
210249 LEWIS/JAY $                     13.80 
210250 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER $                   204.31 
210251 LIQUISERVE LLC $                   476.35 
210252 LUND OIL, INC. $               2,851.51 
210253 LYLE SIGNS INC. $             13,430.68 
210254 MADSEN/ALICIA $                     38.50 
210255 MARCO, INC. $               2,783.00 
210256 MATTESON/RODNEY $                   129.65 
210257 MCCODY $                   345.60 
210258 MCKENZIE BUILDING CENTER, INC. $                       4.86 
210259 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER $               5,004.77 
210261 MCKENZIE CO. SOCIAL SERVICE $                   869.88 
210262 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER $               2,567.44 
210263 MCRANDALL MOBILE GLASS $               2,985.00 
210264 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU $               1,169.15 
210265 MEYER/SANDRA F. $                     17.50 
210266 MOBERG/DON $               1,569.00 
210267 MOBERG/JAMES $               1,665.50 
210268 MOBILE AUTO GLASS PRO $                   325.00 
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210269 MONDAK MOTORSPORTS, INC. $               1,208.21 
210270 MOON/SANDRA K $                   121.88 
210271 MORSETH/TAYLOR J $                     10.00 
210272 MURPHY MOTORS $               2,898.68 
210273 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES $               1,692.88 
210274 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO. $                   150.00 
210275 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R. $                     17.98 
210276 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL $               6,490.00 
210277 ND STATE UNIVERSITY $                     45.00 
210278 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP $             60,613.99 
210279 NDACS SPELLING BEE $                   225.00 
210280 NDACSSB $                     42.00 
210281 NDSBA $                   100.00 
210282 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE $             25,700.40 
210283 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY $                     61.34 
210284 NEUROPSYCHOLOGY ASSOCIATES $                   525.00 
210285 NORDBY/LORI $                   226.15 
210286 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC. $                   173.00 
210287 NORTHWEST TIRE INC. $               7,999.14 
210288 NUVERRA $                   313.50 
210289 O K IMPLEMENT CO. $               1,831.93 
210290 OFFICE DEPOT $               3,029.06 
210291 OK AUTOMOTIVE $                       2.30 
210292 OK TIRE STORE $               1,457.69 
210293 OLSON/DOUG $                     32.20 
210294 OVERDRIVE, INC $               1,250.00 
210295 PACIFIC RIM TIRE $               4,372.02 
210296 PARKWAY FORD LINCOLN $               3,047.83 
210297 PARRISH/CALVIN $               1,115.00 
210298 PAULSON/KATIE $                     38.50 
210299 PAYSTUBZ $               2,500.00 
210300 PEERY/SANDY $                   534.13 
210301 PHARMCHEM. INC. $               1,100.00 
210302 PITNEY BOWES $               1,153.44 
210303 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC $          488,538.03 
210304 PRAXAIR $                   506.80 
210305 PRINTERS/THE $                   266.43 
210306 PSTC $                   699.02 
210307 QUILL CORPORATION $                   613.56 
210308 RADISSON HOTEL $                   224.10 
210309 RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL $                   149.40 
210310 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. $               8,946.88 
210311 REED/LORELEI $                     18.62 
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210312 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC. $               2,375.00 
210313 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $                   240.00 
210314 RESPOND SYSTEMS $               1,328.49 
210315 RFS, LLC $               1,345.40 
210316 ROADWORX, LLC $          221,170.07 
210317 ROGNESS/MICHELLE $                     79.48 
210318 RYAN/KARLA $                   395.04 
210319 SAMUELSON/JERRY $               2,349.73 
210320 SARTORIO/PABLO $                   832.66 
210321 SAX MOTOR CO $               3,826.47 
210322 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE $                   239.60 
210323 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS $                   480.00 
210324 SCOFIELD/JESSIE $               5,969.97 
210325 SECURITY PROS $               6,100.00 
210326 SHINE/JEFFERY CHARLES $                   160.00 
210327 SHOEMAKER/RANDY $                     35.00 
210328 SJ WATER DEPOT INC. $                   192.01 
210329 SKARDA/SARAH $                   280.08 
210330 SMITH/CINDY $                   235.00 
210331 SOLBERG/BRAD $                   274.50 
210332 SONDROL/KARLA $                   305.00 
210333 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN $             37,940.44 
210334 SPC SECURITY $                   637.50 
210335 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC $             13,300.54 
210336 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN $               4,803.66 
210337 STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA $                     75.00 
210338 STEIN'S INC. $               3,066.82 
210339 STREICHER'S $                   242.00 
210340 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC. $                   404.37 
210341 SUPERIOR LAMP INC. $                   431.83 
210342 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M. $                   230.25 
210343 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO. $                   232.46 
210344 TARON/TROY $                   172.75 
210345 THOMPSON/JENNIFER $                   550.48 
210346 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST $                   374.50 
210347 TITAN MACHINERY, INC. $               2,264.82 
210348 TITANIUM PLUMBING $                   125.00 
210349 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO. $               1,512.96 
210350 TRANA/KATHY $                     50.00 
210351 TWOGOOD/SCOTT $                   182.54 
210352 U.S. IMAGING $                   221.70 
210353 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC. $               4,800.00 
210354 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE $               3,548.54 
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210355 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC. $               8,957.20 
210356 VEIT & COMPANY INC. $             82,367.74 
210357 VISA $               4,803.04 
210358 VOYAGER OIL & GAS $             19,727.54 
210359 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC $               6,350.00 
210360 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER $                   904.17 
210361 WE INTEGRATE $                   673.40 
210362 WESTLIE MOTOR CO. $               2,856.60 
210363 WHITEHURST/JEFFREY $                   241.80 
210364 WIENTJES/BOE $                     94.94 
210365 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT $                   150.00 
210366 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC. $               2,313.18 
210367 WILLIS/AMANDA $                   655.15 
210368 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY $                     10.95 
210369 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC. $               2,738.90 
210370 WINTER/TRAVIS D $                     75.00 
210371 WISNESS/MONIQUE $                   181.68 
210372 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. $               3,581.20 
210373 CHEETAH SERVICES, INC $             18,000.00 
210374 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH $                     49.50 
210375 MCKENZIE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH $                     98.00 

210376-310406 PAYROLL-OCTOBER 9, 2015 $          609,983.86 
210407 WALLWORK TRUCK CENTER $             53,000.00 
210408 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST. $                   156.00 
210409 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2 $               6,688.77 
210410 ND STATE TREASURER $                   637.61 
210411 ACTION AUTO $             39,938.00 
210412 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS $                   285.02 
210413 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I $             14,600.00 
210414 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC. $                     50.00 
210415 BADLANDS HARDWARE $                   478.31 
210416 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA $               6,613.71 
210417 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C. $               5,669.42 
210418 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS $                       7.00 
210419 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC. $       5,215,402.82 
210420 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS $       1,219,453.25 
210421 CROIX MANAGEMENT INC $             44,813.50 
210422 CROSS/ROBERT $                     40.25 
210423 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP $               2,101.04 
210424 DOUBLE A WELDING & FABRICATION INC $               4,245.00 
210425 DW EXCAVATING $               4,585.00 
210426 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY $                   355.44 
210427 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE $               6,085.00 
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210428 FOREVER GLASS $                   600.00 
210429 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC $               5,875.00 
210430 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE $                     29.05 
210431 JELLESED/LEIF L. $                     41.40 
210432 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA $               9,286.37 
210433 LUND OIL, INC. $                   894.45 
210434 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER $                     32.20 
210435 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. $               7,544.41 
210436 NATIONAL ASSOC. OF COUNTIES $                   450.00 
210437 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL $               1,047.20 
210438 NORTH DAKOTA WATER COALITION $                   180.00 
210439 NOVAK/LARRY $                     35.65 
210440 O K IMPLEMENT CO. $                     80.32 
210441 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $                   196.73 
210442 RYAN CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP $             34,077.00 
210443 USA BLUE BOOK $               1,333.99 
210444 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC $                   402.91 
210445 VOGEL LAW FIRM $               3,767.56 
210446 WAWSA $          220,068.56 
210447 US BANK VOYAGER FLEET SYS $             19,727.54 

210448-210471 PAYROLL-OCTOBER 23, 2015 $          619,264.38 
210472 ARMSTRONG SANITATION $                   560.00 
210473 AT&T $                     42.05 
210474 CENTURY LINK $                     51.25 
210475 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM $                     46.36 
210476 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT. $               1,691.40 
210477 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER $                   105.23 
210478 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC. $               3,204.78 
210479 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO. $               8,464.50 
210480 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES $             21,706.95 
210481 NEMONT $                     28.50 
210482 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP $               5,139.28 
210483 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC $             16,283.87 
210484 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY $                     39.88 
210485 VERIZON WIRELESS $               7,330.70 
210486 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF $               2,645.21 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 3, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on November 3, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending October 31, 

2015.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills, except the PlayNetwork bill for $89.85, as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best to approve the XTO Energy 

Communications Tower Site Permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda to authorize BCI’s use of office space 

on the south end of the Yellowstone Room (EOC) for four agents after the State’s 
Attorney department remodel is completed.  All voting aye, motion carried.  State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker will amend the existing lease to reflect the new location. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Long X Saloon Special 

Permit application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Grassy Butte Fire District 

Raffle Permit application with the drawing to be held February 6, 2016.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Gene Veeder discussed adopting a County policy on communications, including 

social media, and discussed training for Department Heads.  The Board authorized 
Veeder to work on a written policy, which may include his oversight of media 
communication from other County Department Heads. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Highway Superintendent 

Dollinger to obtain volume amounts and draft a purchase agreement for gravel in the 
Maverick pit on the Brenna land.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Dollinger also 
discussed cost and options for cattle guard cleaning. 

 
Dollinger requested support in the ongoing discussion regarding Flat Top Road 

and continued legal issues.  The Board authorized scheduling Malcom Pippin, attorney 
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representing the County on this matter, to attend the November 17 Commission 
meeting to discuss the case. 

 
Landfill Manager Schreiber presented a list showing delinquent accounts at the 

Landfill.  Rodenbiker advised the Board that his office had sent letters out last week 
requesting payment in full by November 30, 2015.  The Board will hold off taking action 
on the list until their December 15 meeting. 

 
Public Works Director Kanwar introduced the Engineer Department Inspection 

Team that worked on County paving projects this summer. 
 
PWD Kanwar, Commissioner Anderson, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker are 

continuing to work with McKenzie Electric on a memorandum of understanding 
regarding utilities along County roads. 

 
GIS Specialist Chisholm has been working on the County Weather Station 

project and noted that he has 16 stations spread out through the County to assist with 
determining road closures during weather events. 

 
Tate Rosenbusch, QEP Resources Inc. Manager Government Operations, and 

Gabe Holt, QEP Resources Inc. District Manager, updated the Board on QEP rig and 
well counts in McKenzie County, as well as their participation in community projects. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:50 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
At 1:00 p.m. a Public Hearing was held for objections to the minimum sales price 

of the tax foreclosure properties.  No members of the public were present. 
 
Luke Taylor, Manager Watford City Airport, introduced himself as the new 

manager and provided the Board with an update on the airport terminal project. 
 
Facility Manager Nate Carlson updated the Board on the Extension Office 

remodel and furniture project.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to proceed with 
the Extension Office remodel staying within the $100,000 budget.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   

 
Carlson updated the Board on the Courthouse Commissioning project and 

warranty issues with plumbing and boiler.  Carlson recommended contracting 
commissioning on the LE Center project.  Carlson also updated the Board on the 
Bolken house demo and removal and Hillside Court repairs and maintenance. 
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Victim Witness 
Coordinator Services Program Agreement with the City of Watford City for a one year 
trial period.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to accept the Ground Lease 

Agreement with LSS Housing as presented by State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Larry Novak, Tri Township, presented information on issues with approaches off 

township roads that have not been finished properly on Route 16, as well as on 144th 
Ave.  Novak also reported on some zoning issues where the County’s CUP did not meet 
the recommendations made by the township board.  Those issues will be addressed 
and corrected by the Planning & Zoning Board and staff. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to authorize the advertising of a 

sealed bid sale for the three vacant County mobile homes located at 125 Lincoln St, 129 
Lincoln St, and 129 Raegan St.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Keith Winter, McKenzie County Grazing Association, presented the Board with 

the most recent filing on the Quiet Title Action Lawsuit with the US Forest Service.  
Winter also requested that Roger Chinn be authorized as a representative for McKenzie 
County on this matter.  The Board tabled a decision on this request until the November 
17 meeting in order for Rodenbiker to research the historical authorizations given 
previously by the Board and also to schedule an Executive Session meeting with 
attorney C.E. Brooks to discuss the lawsuit. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger updated the Board on the preliminary report of jail 

inspection findings.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the request to send four 

Sheriff Department employees to munitions training in Rockwall, Texas at an estimated 
cost of $8,500.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the settlement and payment 

in full of the McKenzie County Healthcare System bill in the amount of $74,056.33.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the PlayNetwork bill for 

$89.85 and request the Sheriff Department cancel their Sirius radio contract.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve a $250,000 budget 

contribution toward the Watford City Airport terminal project.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 4:24 p.m. until November 17, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

November 17, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on November 17, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Absent:  Commissioner Doug Nordby.  
Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to pull Planning & Zoning Consent Agenda 
items 1 and 2, Dakota Access CUPs, from the Consent Agenda and table until 
December Consent Agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve Planning & Zoning 
Consent Agenda items 3, 5, and 6, and deny item 4, as presented on the Consent 
Agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Items approved: XTO Energy—ZC; NST 
Express—(Oil Storage)—ZC-Comp Plan; NST Express—(Crude Oil Pipeline)—CUP.  
Items denied: King, Chris & Pam (RV Park) CUP-ZC-Comp Plan. 
 

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and others as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the 3 year contract with 

Computer Professionals Unlimited, Inc., as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Keene Fire Department 

Raffle Permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the LSS Ground Lease 
agreement, correcting the name as approved at the November 3, 2015, meeting from 
LSS Housing Watford City LLC to LSS Housing Watford City III LLC.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve a letter requesting to be a 
participating agency on US Highway 85-I94 Interchange to Watford City Bypass project 
environmental study.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to execute the Court Services Contract 
with the City of Alexander, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Commissioner Best reported that the Extension Office furniture remodel is 

underway and this item can be removed from unfinished business. 
 
At 1:30 p.m. the Board attended a demonstration of an operating drone in the 

Courthouse parking lot. 
 
At 2:00 p.m. the Board participated with Katie Moch, Eide Bailly, to discuss the 

2013 and 2014 audits.  Moch recommended separating the Water Resource District 
accounting records from the rest of the County audit and present a qualified opinion for 
the County audit.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to authorize Eide Bailly to 
separate the Water Resource District accounting records from the rest of the County in 
order to complete the 2013 and 2014 audits for those same years.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to obtain a proposal from 
Eide Bailly for the preparation of 2013, 2014, and 2015 Water Resource District 
accounting records necessary to complete audits for those same years.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to appoint Roger Chinn as County 

Representative/Consultant in both the Flat Top Road and Quiet Title Action lawsuits.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session to discuss the Flat Top Road Lawsuit for attorney consultation 
pursuant to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to move into 
Executive Session to discuss the Flat Top Road Lawsuit.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; 
Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Skarda, aye.  Nordby absent.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 3:03 p.m. and was attended by Highway 

Superintendent Mike Dollinger; County Representative Keith Winter; County 
Representative Roger Chinn; Commissioners Anderson, Best, Cayko, Skarda; Assistant 
State’s Attorney Neff; Deputy Auditor Johnsrud; Auditor Svihovec; and Attorney Malcom 
Pippin via conference call. 
 
 Executive Session was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. The public was invited to return to 
the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session. 
 
 HR Manager Willis requested approval for reclassification of Troy Taron from 
Building Inspector (C52) to Building Official/Fire Marshal (D62).  The Board supported 
the concept but felt agreements needed to be in place with County fire 
districts/departments supporting the fire marshal position before staffing a fire marshal. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal for a position 
request and reclassification for the Buildings & Grounds Department vacant position 
from A12 to B22 (Building & Grounds Technician), allowing the hiring of an individual 
with specific needed technical skills.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 The Board authorized HR Manager Willis to form a Personnel Policy Review 
Committee including Social Services, Public Works, Recorder Johnsrud, Commissioner 
Skarda, and an employee to review changes made to the policy and provide additional 
suggestions for policy additions and changes. 
 

Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 
Executive Session to discuss the USA Quiet Title Litigation for attorney consultation 
pursuant to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to move into 
Executive Session to discuss the USA Quiet Title Litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, 
aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Skarda, aye.  Nordby absent.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 4:22 p.m. and was attended by County 

Representative Keith Winter; County Representative Roger Chinn; Commissioners 
Anderson, Best, Cayko, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor Johnsrud; 
Auditor Svihovec; and Attorney C.E. Brooks via conference call. 
 
 Executive Session was adjourned at 4:55 p.m. The public was invited to return to 
the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.  During Executive Session 
a motion was made to adopt the advice of our outside counsel. 
 

Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 
Executive Session to discuss the topic of Public Domain Royalties for attorney 
consultation pursuant to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to 
move into Executive Session to discuss the USA Quiet Title Litigation.  Roll call vote: 
Anderson, aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Skarda, aye.  Nordby absent.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 4:48 p.m. and was attended by County 

Representative Keith Winter; County Representative Roger Chinn; Commissioners 
Anderson, Best, Cayko, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor Johnsrud; 
Auditor Svihovec; and Attorney C.E. Brooks via conference call. 
 
 Executive Session was adjourned at 5:25 p.m. The public was invited to return to 
the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.   
 
 The Board acknowledged they received a memo statement from Lt Mike Schmitz 
in the Sheriff’s Office.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the 
Sheriff’s Office to work with the Auditor to set up a Turnkey account and for the Sheriff’s 
Office to establish an account with Amazon.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve grant-reimbursable out-of-
state defense sniper training in Arizona per the Sheriff’s Office request.  With 3 votes 
aye (Anderson, Cayko, and Skarda) and 1 vote nay (Best) motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, that McKenzie County accepts 
responsibility for the paved portion of 42nd Street NW in Tri Township for all future 
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maintenance, which was required as a condition on the approved Indian Hills Disposal 
CUP from the August 11, 2014 Planning & Zoning meeting.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 The Board approved correcting the minutes from the August 17, 2015, meeting 
for the cost of Central Specialties Change Order #2 to $14,388.36, as presented by 
PWD Kanwar. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Central Specialties 
Change Orders 4 ($35,775.00), 5 ($89,556.00), and 6 ($3,381.00) for work on the 
Northern Bypass, as presented by PWD Kanwar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Knife River Change 
Orders 1 ($132,902.06) and 2 ($29,414.50) for work on County Route 30, as presented 
by PWD Kanwar.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Border States Paving 
Change Orders 1 ($1,809.50), 2 ($13,115.95), 5 ($1,344.00), and 6 ($12,137.50) for 
work on County Route 53, as presented by PWD Kanwar.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. until December 1, 2015, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

210487 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $                              57.00  
210488 ACKERMAN/GIGI  $                              24.38  
210489 ADAMS COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICE BOARD  $                        3,913.23  
210490 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $                           824.84  
210491 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $                              97.50  
210492 AMAN/KELSEY  $                           343.15  
210493 AMERICAN ENGINEERING TESTING, INC.  $                     74,769.00  
210494 ANDERSON/RONALD A.  $                        1,166.55  
210495 ANTLE/ANTHONY RUSSELL  $                              11.00  
210496 APPLIED CONCEPTS  $                     14,390.00  
210497 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                           163.00  
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210498 ATTIC/THE  $                     13,333.00  
210499 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                        1,134.03  
210500 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $                        1,597.00  
210501 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC  $                           648.79  
210502 BAKER & TAYLOR  $                           415.42  
210503 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $                        9,580.01  
210504 BARRETT PHARMACY  $                           667.20  
210505 BAUMAN/BARBARA  $                           103.50  
210506 BELL/MARY  $                                9.49  
210507 BEST WESTERN RAMKOTA HOTEL  $                           515.94  
210508 BEST/VAWNITA  $                              14.38  
210509 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE  $                           183.04  
210510 BLUE LUBE  $                           507.90  
210511 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $                        1,141.15  
210512 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC  $                           125.49  
210513 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.  $               2,824,938.81  
210514 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS  $                           712.46  
210515 BRAATEN/CRAIG  $                           100.00  
210516 BRAATEN/DELLA L  $                           100.00  
210517 BRENNA/TAMMY  $                              41.40  
210518 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $                     85,032.00  
210519 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $                     51,912.20  
210520 BUTLER MACHINERY CO.  $                           153.18  
210521 BUTTONS BY FISH  $                           828.00  
210522 C&D WATER SERVICES  $                           167.50  
210523 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                           624.07  
210524 CARTWRIGHT WELDING SERVICE, INC.  $                              64.26  
210525 CASS COUNTY TREASURER  $                           224.00  
210526 CAYKO/RICHARD  $                           335.75  
210527 CCCS, INC.  $                     11,880.00  
210528 CENEX FLEETCARD  $                           172.60  
210529 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC  $                           277.25  
210530 CHERREY'S PROPANE  $                           968.00  
210531 CHISHOLM/AARON  $                           946.00  
210532 CLOCK/LLOYD  $                           275.25  
210533 COLEMAN/RUTH  $                        4,830.00  
210534 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $                        1,538.53  
210535 COMFORT INN  $                           800.00  
210536 COMFORT SUITES  $                              80.00  
210537 COMMAND CENTER, INC  $                           427.50  
210538 COMMISSIONING SOLUTIONS  $                        3,974.60  
210539 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $                        3,103.69  
210540 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS  $               2,170,430.32  
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210541 CUSTOM TRUCK ACCESSORIES  $                        6,430.00  
210542 DAKOTA FENCE  $                           385.00  
210543 DAN'S BODY SHOP  $                        2,143.30  
210544 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES  $                           354.50  
210545 DAVE'S RADIATORS & REPAIRS  $                           110.00  
210546 DAVIS/STEPHENIE  $                        1,162.77  
210547 DICKINSON POLICE DEPARTMENT  $                           300.00  
210548 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC.  $                        6,035.40  
210549 DISHON/VICTORIA A  $                        2,500.00  
210550 DYPEX  $                        1,945.00  
210551 EBSCO INDUSTRIES, INC  $                           990.20  
210552 EIDE BAILLY  $                     10,160.00  
210553 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $                     25,808.53  
210554 FASTENAL COMPANY  $                           331.53  
210555 FIELD AND STREAM  $                              15.00  
210556 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                           124.45  
210557 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $                        1,300.00  
210558 FOSS/BONNIE  $                           180.30  
210559 FOUR ACES TOWING & RECOVERY LLC  $                           565.00  
210560 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS  $                           725.00  
210561 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $                        2,201.25  
210562 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $                        5,078.38  
210563 GALLS INCORPORATED  $                        3,905.75  
210564 GIBBS TOWING, LLC  $                           420.00  
210565 GLOCK, INC.  $                           283.00  
210566 GREAT PLAINS TOWERS  $                     18,250.00  
210567 GUDMUNSEN/FAYE A  $                           100.00  
210568 HARRISON/SADIE  $                              50.00  
210569 HAUCK/CLINT  $                              27.26  
210570 HAUGEN/LESLIE C  $                           100.00  
210571 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $                   133,007.03  
210572 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT  $                        4,188.35  
210573 HEDAHL'S INC.  $                     10,735.69  
210574 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $                           915.96  
210575 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY  $                     15,030.25  
210576 HIGGENS/AMBER  $                              87.29  
210577 HOLIDAY INN  $                           306.00  
210578 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS  $                              97.90  
210579 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS  $                           149.00  
210580 HOLTE/KAREN L.  $                              10.50  
210581 HOME OF ECONOMY  $                              48.36  
210582 HORIZON RESOURCES  $                              31.21  
210583 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $                   158,953.46  



216 
 

210584 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC.  $                           733.23  
210585 J KOSKI COMPANY  $                   119,914.36  
210586 JACK & JILL  $                        2,643.71  
210587 JAPPE/KAROLIN  $                              30.50  
210588 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $                        5,000.00  
210589 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $                           622.00  
210590 JOHNSRUD/ERICA  $                           292.00  
210591 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES  $                           200.00  
210592 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $                   119,393.36  
210593 KELLEY/BETSY  $                           673.78  
210594 KNIFE RIVER  $               3,657,902.40  
210595 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $                           525.87  
210596 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $                     34,477.75  
210597 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $                        1,200.00  
210598 LANE/SHARON  $                              27.40  
210599 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $                           560.70  
210600 LEAK LOCATION SERVICES, INC  $                        7,300.00  
210601 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER  $                           755.56  
210602 LSC ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS, LLC  $                     18,945.00  
210603 LUND OIL, INC.  $                        2,106.13  
210604 MADISON/MILTON T  $                           100.00  
210605 MARCO, INC.  $                        1,205.78  
210606 MARTINEZ/ED  $                           627.90  
210607 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $                        2,976.63  
210608 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH  $                              78.00  
210609 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $                        5,511.40  
210610 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA  $                           380.16  
210611 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $                        1,523.02  
210612 MCNANEY/CHARLES  $                              42.55  
210613 MEDQUEST  $                           410.00  
210614 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $                        2,180.00  
210615 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $                        1,618.78  
210616 MINOT DAILY NEWS  $                           260.00  
210617 MOBILE AUTO GLASS PRO  $                        1,410.00  
210618 MONDAK MOTORSPORTS, INC.  $                           240.40  
210619 MOON/SANDRA K  $                           384.94  
210620 MOTOROLA  $                        2,861.50  
210621 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $                           353.02  
210622 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $                        1,023.59  
210623 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION  $                     48,131.76  
210624 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL  $                     27,080.00  
210625 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS  $                     15,920.76  
210626 ND VICTIM ASSISTANCE ASSOCIATION  $                              30.00  
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210627 NDAAO  $                           700.00  
210628 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $                     22,118.89  
210629 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $                           495.00  
210630 NELSON INTERNATIONAL  $                           538.50  
210631 NORBY/LYNETTE  $                              40.25  
210632 NORDBY JR/DOUG M  $                           511.60  
210633 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $                        1,183.09  
210634 NSC MINERALS, LTD  $                     36,187.94  
210635 NYGAARD JR/PETER A  $                           300.00  
210636 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                        2,572.43  
210637 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC  $                     16,788.83  
210638 OFFICE DEPOT  $                           662.52  
210639 OK TIRE STORE  $                     10,930.30  
210640 OLSON/DOUG  $                              32.20  
210641 OLSON/JAY T  $                           400.00  
210642 OLSON/JEREMY  $                              13.80  
210643 PARKWAY FORD LINCOLN  $                        1,083.07  
210644 PARRISH/CALVIN  $                        1,100.00  
210645 PAULSON/KATIE  $                           526.50  
210646 PAYSTUBZ  $                        1,152.00  
210647 PEERY/SANDY  $                           956.20  
210648 PETROCHOICE  $                           576.84  
210649 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $                        2,066.00  
210650 PIPPIN LAW FIRM  $                           120.00  
210651 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC  $                   869,155.97  
210652 POJORLIE PONDS  $                        1,977.60  
210653 PRAXAIR  $                           491.19  
210654 PRINTERS/THE  $                           688.12  
210655 QUILL CORPORATION  $                           300.42  
210656 RADISSON HOTEL  $                           320.40  
210657 RDO EQUIPMENT CO.  $                     38,354.96  
210658 RED CARPET  $                              66.41  
210659 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LABORATORY, INC.  $                        1,101.46  
210660 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                           240.00  
210661 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA  $                           289.24  
210662 RICE/BARBARA J  $                        4,830.00  
210663 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC.  $                     81,095.00  
210664 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE  $                              15.71  
210665 ROADWORX, LLC  $               1,112,168.09  
210666 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $                           151.94  
210667 ROOT CONSTRUCTION, INC.  $                     26,539.80  
210668 RYAN/KARLA  $                        1,102.82  
210669 S & S MOTORS  $                        1,386.75  
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210670 SAGE/CORRINE  $                              39.10  
210671 SALSBURY INDUSTRIES  $                        1,000.62  
210672 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $                           553.50  
210673 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE  $                              10.50  
210674 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $                        2,091.85  
210675 SECURITY PROS, LLC  $                        6,100.00  
210676 SELECT FORD MERCURY  $                           248.26  
210677 SELL/MARGRET C  $                        4,830.00  
210678 SEWFINE EMBROIDERY  $                              39.38  
210679 SHELDEN/DAVID  $                           150.00  
210680 SHOEMAKER/RANDY  $                           101.44  
210681 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT  $                        3,878.60  
210682 SIMS/ALAN H  $                           100.00  
210683 SIMS/ANDY O  $                           100.00  
210684 SOLBERG/BRAD  $                              50.00  
210685 SORENSON/DESIREE  $                           928.63  
210686 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN  $                     74,786.17  
210687 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC  $                     10,315.32  
210688 STEIN'S INC.  $                        3,034.63  
210689 SUNRISE EQUIPMENT, INC.  $                           407.54  
210690 SUPERIOR JETTING INC  $                        7,692.50  
210691 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.  $                           454.62  
210692 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.  $                        1,500.00  
210693 TASTE OF HOME  $                              18.00  
210694 TELEMETRY AND PROCESS CONTROLS, INC.  $                     46,180.00  
210695 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $                           196.05  
210696 THOMSEN/MICHELLE  $                           246.60  
210697 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $                           374.50  
210698 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC.  $                     23,400.00  
210699 TITANIUM PLUMBING  $                           421.00  
210700 TMDE CALIBRATION LABS, INC  $                           202.77  
210701 TRANE U.S. INC.  $                           580.00  
210702 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $                        2,146.87  
210703 US BANK VOYAGER FLEET SYS  $                        8,895.46  
210704 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.  $                     16,078.10  
210705 VISA  $                        3,431.11  
210706 WATCHGUARD VIDEO  $                     25,487.00  
210707 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $                        6,350.00  
210708 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $                           140.00  
210709 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $                           723.66  
210710 WATSON/TERRY  $                           274.80  
210711 WE INTEGRATE  $                        2,043.56  
210712 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $                     13,410.97  
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210713 WHITE BANNER UNIFORM SHOP  $                              94.00  
210714 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $                        1,977.50  
210715 WILLIS/AMANDA  $                           209.19  
210716 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.  $                        2,971.24  
210717 WINCHESTER/LORI  $                           108.10  
210718 WISNESS/MONIQUE  $                           423.73  
210719 WISNESS/PAUL  $                              34.50  
210720 XEROX CORPORATION  $                              78.00  
210721 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $                           198.00  

210722-210741 PAYROLL-NOVEMBER 6, 2015  $                   593,457.86  
210742 CALDWELL/ZANE  $                              80.00  
210743 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $                        3,769.63  
210744 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2  $                              44.80  
210745 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $                     74,056.33  
210746 ND STATE TREASURER  $                           752.09  
210747 PLAYNETWORK, INC.  $                              89.85  
210748 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I  $                        7,193.97  
210749 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                              50.00  
210750 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                           142.27  
210751 BLASS/CHARLES  $                           549.20  
210752 CHISHOLM/AARON  $                        1,351.70  
210753 CORNERSTONE BANK  $                           181.72  
210754 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP  $                        1,091.38  
210755 DW EXCAVATING  $                     13,075.00  
210756 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $                           360.06  
210757 FASTENAL COMPANY  $                              24.14  
210758 FOREVER AUTO GLASS LLC  $                           585.00  
210759 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $                           150.71  
210760 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $                        2,305.00  
210761 JELLESED/LEIF L.  $                              41.40  
210762 KNUDSON/JACKSON  $                           400.00  
210763 LUHMAN/SCOTT  $                           549.20  
210764 LUND OIL, INC.  $                           902.03  
210765 MANDAN NW PIPE FITTINGS, INC  $                        1,976.38  
210766 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL  $                           549.20  
210767 MCCORMICK/CRESCENTIA CLAIRE  $                           800.00  
210768 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $                        1,027.40  
210769 NOVAK/LARRY  $                              35.65  
210770 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                           131.76  
210771 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                              97.80  
210772 SAFARILAND GROUP/THE  $                        2,685.00  
210773 USA BLUE BOOK  $                        1,726.96  
210774 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC  $                           716.49  
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210775 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $                        4,404.50  
210776 WAWSA  $                   198,494.41  

210777-210799 PAYROLL-NOVEMBER 20, 2015  $                   591,455.33  
210800 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $                           560.00  
210801 AT&T  $                              41.91  
210802 CENTURY LINK  $                           421.96  
210803 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                              50.36  
210804 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $                           387.60  
210805 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                5  $               1,200,000.00  
210806 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $                           113.10  
210807 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $                        6,705.08  
210808 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $                        8,918.63  
210809 NEMONT  $                              28.50  
210810 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                        5,479.50  
210811 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $                     16,580.25  
210812 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                           613.81  
210813 VERIZON WIRELESS  $                        6,624.65  
210814 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $                        1,305.85  
210815 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA  $                        6,834.15  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 1, 2015 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on December 1, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
The Chairman turned the meeting over to Auditor Svihovec for reorganization.  

Commissioner Anderson nominated Commissioner Nordby as Vice Chairman.  Moved 
by Commissioner Anderson that nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for 
Commissioner Nordby.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Commissioner Nordby 
nominated Commissioner Cayko as Chairman.  Moved by Commissioner Nordby that 
nominations cease and a unanimous ballot be cast for Cayko.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Commissioner Cayko then assumed the chair.    

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending November 

30, 2015.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the budget contribution up to 
a maximum of $53,940.00 for Grassy Butte Fire District to assist with purchase of truck 
and finish pole barn, contingent on furnishing receipts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Housing Manager Sarah Skarda requested approval of a No Smoking policy for 
Hillside Court.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the County’s No 
Smoking Policy to Hillside Court and approve changes to the leases that reflect that 
policy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Auditor Svihovec requested budget authorization to hire three temporary 
employees to complete the Discovery Records request from Gary Schwartzenberger’s 
attorney.  The request includes five years of vouchers related to travel and credit card 
use along with all supporting documentation.  Svihovec expects it to take 2 to 3 weeks 
to complete this task.   Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to authorize using 
temporary staff to fulfill the Discovery Records request from Gary Schwartzenberger’s 
attorney.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Recorder Ann Johnsrud updated the Board on the function and history of 
NACRC, National Association of County Recorders, for which she is President this year. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to review the beer and liquor license 
renewals as presented for the following establishments: Tobacco Gardens, Long X 
Saloon, Eagles Aerie 3543, Patriot Fuels, and Outsiders Bar & Grill LLC.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Facility Manager Carlson and Risk Manager Samuelson discussed pricing for a 
ramp going into the temporary trailer on the west side of the Courthouse currently being 
used as office space by the Sheriff’s Department.  Rental pricing is approximately 
$14,000 for the period needed.  Carlson will obtain a proposal for constructing a ramp 
and review requirements in the law and bring those to the next meeting. 
 
 Jeff Shaffer provided an update to the Board on the Sivertson Dam hearing, 
which will be held sometime in January 2016. 
 
 Mike Dollinger reported that 35% of the cost for contract maintenance this past 
summer equated to approximately $16,000 per mile. 
 
 HR Manager Willis presented information on Planner I and Planner II positions 
and requested approval to extend the hiring pay range to include the Planner II position 
salary range.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the increase in hiring 
salary range to Planner II and to eliminate one of the new FTE positions approved for 
2016.   All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
At 1:00pm the Board participated in a conference call with Steve Engen, DOCR.  

Engen reviewed the recent Jail Inspection Noncompliance Notice with the Board and 
addressed staffing shortage issues and training required.  Lt. Schmitz and Sgt. Beyers 
provided additional information on steps taken and the plan of action they are proposing 
to bring the jail into full compliance. 

 
Karl Becker and Tom Roth, CGL Consultants, discussed with the Board the 

progress of a jail policy guide and a Scope of Services contract.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Best, to approve the CGL proposed Scope of Services, Tasks 1-8, for 
developing policies and procedures for the jail at an approximate cost of $196,915.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to authorize additional 
corrections staff to address the non-compliance issues in the jail as follows: four FTEs 
immediately, 3 FTEs in the 2nd quarter of 2016, and 3 FTEs in the 3rd quarter of 2016, all 
B23 classified employees as corrections officers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on pending litigation pursuant to NDCC § 
44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to move into Executive Session 
to discuss pending litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; 
Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 3:16 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud; Auditor Svihovec. 

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 3:39 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session. 
 

The meeting recessed at 3:57 p.m. until December 15, 2015, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

December 15, 2015 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on December 15, 2015.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug 
Nordby, Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy 
Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to pull Planning and Zoning Consent 
Agenda Items 1, 2, 3, and 7 for further discussion.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
These items are Dakota Access – (Bulk Crude Storage-Section 1) – amended CUP; 
Dakota Access – (Bulk Crude Storage-Johnson’s Corner) – amended CUP; Adoption of 
Current International Fire Code; and Strong, Matt – ZC-Comp Plan. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve Planning and Zoning 
Consent Agenda Items 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9.  All voting aye, motion carried.  These items 
are 4. ONEOK  (Natural Gas Transmission Line) – CUP; McKenzie Electric (Kummer 
Ridge to Veeder Trans Line.) – CUP; McKenzie Electric (Timber Crk Banks Line to 
Timber Crk Trans Line) – CUP; RP Construction LLC – ZC-Comp Plan; and American 
Midstream (Crude Oil Storage) – CUP.   
 
 Planning and Zoning Consent Agenda Item 3, Adoption of Current International 
Fire Code was tabled for further discussion.   
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 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to recommend denial of Planning & Zoning 
Consent Agenda 7, Strong, Matt – ZC-Comp Plan, and that Mr. Strong works with 
Planning and Zoning to come up with another solution.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the bills as presented, 
including Acme ($9,717.44) and First International Visa (approximately $5,000), and to 
pull internet reimbursement for Carlson until a policy is adopted for internet 
reimbursement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Lt. Mike Schmitz presented information to the Board requesting an additional 
$1.30/hour and classification change from B22 to B23 for four employees who have the 
additional responsibility of training new dispatchers.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Skarda, to adjust four dispatchers to B22, Step 3, from $22.59/hour to $23.50/hour 
(Cheadle, Morcombe, Isom & Bourne) as Shift Lead positions, and that this change take 
effect with the first payroll in January 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Dakota Access amended 
CUP, Bulk Crude Storage (Consent Agenda Item 1), to include amendments 14 and 15.  
All voting aye, motion carried.  These amendments are: 14: As to the east, west, and 
south sides of the property, the applicant shall follow the amended exterior site plan that 
incorporates opaque fencing (6’), security lighting (the approach shall be lit), and 
landscaping to meet ordinance 4.18.4 and tables 3 and 4 under 4.18.5. The applicant 
further agrees to provide a consecutive 3 year guarantee on survival of trees planted 
pursuant to this condition. The applicant is responsible for contacting the planning 
department by July 1, 2016 to schedule a site visit to verify that landscaping, lighting, 
and fencing meets county standards, or a completion bond will be required to be placed 
in their file; and 15: The applicant shall install a 6’ berm along the west side of the 
property parallel to the property line beginning at the road right-of-way and proceeding 
approximately 1500’ south and tapered to grade. The berm shall have a maximum slope 
of 3:1.  All other conditions in 11/9 Staff report to remain the same. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve Dakota Access Amended 
CUP for Johnson Corners (Consent Agenda Item 2).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board agreed to repair the fence on Route 29 (Northern Bypass Phase I) as 
requested by Kit James with an approximately cost of $4,500.   
 
 Jim Trull, Knife River Corporation, requested a waiver of liquidated damages 
assessed on the Route 30 project, 23 days at $1,900/day for $43,700.00.  The Board 
took no action. 
 
 GIS Specialist Chisholm presented information regarding a platted subdivision 
which encompasses a section line.  The Board agreed to have a survey of that portion 
of section line completed. 
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 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to write off landfill receivables as 
presented by Rick Schreiber except for JCM Trucking, Jeff Dodds, Steve Waati, Levi 
Lawrence, and Mike Sheehan, and to retain the amounts owed by Dakota Dumpster 
and Jokers Wild Trucking.  All voting aye, motion carried. (See list below.) 
 

Company How much is owed. Month & year  Comments 
    
A&P Construction $18.50 10/10  
Dschaak-Wilson $292.82 6/10  
Kalib McGrath $10.00 6/10  
H&K Pipe cleaning $10.00 7/10  
Dean Hayes $107.00 6/12  
NW Area Const. $115.94 6/12, 4/12  
George Null $93.50 10/12  
S&S Trucking $3,624.91 7/12  
Blue Buttes Energy $60.00 5/13  
Epyon Oil $1,615.00 5/13, 7/13  
Andrew Morales $221.65 8/14  
Apex $558.80 3/14, 4/14, 6/14  
JN Field Services $315.00 2/15  
Trustland Oilfield  $838.00 1/15  
Dakota Dumpster $98,899.50 8/13 thru 9/15 No dumping privileges. 
Jokers Wild Trucking $8,556.54 7/13 thru 4/15 No dumping privileges. 
JCM Trucking $2302.64 6/12 No dumping. Payment plan. 
Steve Waatti $49.50 10/13 No dumping.  
Jeff Dodds $15.00 6/14 No dumping. 
Cascade Homes $320.00 6/14, 7/14 No dumping. (Billings MT) 
Levi Lawrence $114.75 7/11 No dumping. Judgment. 
Mike Sheehan $86.50 4/12 No dumping. Judgment. 
 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Board appointments as 
follows: 

• Job Development Board – 3 year terms, expiring December 31, 2018 
o Brent Sanford, Mark Sovig, John Skurupey & Aaron Pelton 

• Library Board – 3 year terms, expiring December 31, 2018 
o Lynette Norby & Celeste Berg (city appointment) 

• Library Board – fill unexpired term ending December 31, 2016 
o Judy Omlid (city appointment) 

• School Reorganization Board – 3 year term, expiring December 31, 2018 
o Curt Severson 

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Beer & Liquor license 
applications to Wild Bison Travel Center, Carmen Corner LLC, Sweet Crude Travel 
Center, and Tobacco Gardens (revised).  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Bank of North Dakota loan 
advance request of $6,857,603.08 for the Law Enforcement Center project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Courthouse Expansion 
Project Change Order #7 for $149,169.17.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Garden Creek Cell 
Tower site agreement, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Construction Engineers and ICON Architects presented the results of Bid 
Package 4.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve Bid Package 4 for 
$2,327,897.23.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to award the furniture contract for the Law 
Enforcement Center to Hannahers, Fargo, ND, as recommended by the Construction 
Committee.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve alternates for ACT Grid 
change ($17,562.05 savings) and Construction Commissioning ($17,066.24 expense) 
for the LE Center, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the electrical and 
mechanical commissioning proposal from Commissioning Solutions at the LE Center for 
$85,240.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:12 p.m. until January 5, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

210816 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $              119.40  
210817 ACCUSOURCE INC.  $              131.00  
210818 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $              938.75  
210819 AL-JON MANUFACTURING, LLC  $              105.00  
210820 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $              110.00  
210821 AMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATION  $              726.00  
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210822 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS  $              135.80  
210823 ANDERSON/RONALD A.  $          1,425.30  
210824 ARNEGARD/STACY  $              737.45  
210825 ARROW MAGNOLIA INTERNATIONAL INC  $                72.35  
210826 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT  $          1,592.89  
210827 AVI SYSTEMS, INC.  $              563.29  
210828 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $              965.01  
210829 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $              706.00  
210830 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC  $                96.50  
210831 BAKER & TAYLOR  $                46.14  
210832 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $              200.35  
210833 BARRETT PHARMACY  $              139.36  
210834 BAUMAN/BARBARA  $              258.75  
210835 BELL/MARY  $              234.03  
210836 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL  $              480.60  
210837 BEST/VAWNITA  $          5,373.97  
210838 BLUE LUBE  $              290.95  
210839 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $                10.99  
210840 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.  $      247,727.91  
210841 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS  $              317.56  
210842 BRENNA/TAMMY  $                41.40  
210843 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $        69,020.44  
210844 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $              148.50  
210845 C&D WATER SERVICES  $                60.00  
210846 CALIFORNIA CONTRACTORS SUPPLIES, INC  $                99.60  
210847 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $              754.21  
210848 CASS COUNTY TREASURER  $                80.00  
210849 CAYKO/RICHARD  $              579.00  
210850 CENEX FLEETCARD  $              194.83  
210851 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $      629,503.92  
210852 CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY  $              945.26  
210853 CHISHOLM/AARON  $                70.00  
210854 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $              710.75  
210855 COMFORT INN  $              960.00  
210856 COMFORT SUITES  $              640.00  
210857 COMMAND CENTER, INC  $              456.00  
210858 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $          2,833.69  
210859 CONTINENTAL RESOURCES, INC.  $              100.00  
210860 DAKOTA CLOUD REC0VERY  $              623.28  
210861 DALLMANN SERVICES CO.  $          8,211.54  
210862 DAYS INN  $                74.70  
210863 DEMCO  $              189.70  
210864 DYPEX  $          1,325.00  
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210865 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS  $          5,801.66  
210866 EIDE BAILLY  $          6,302.00  
210867 ESRI INC.  $          3,400.00  
210868 EXPRESSWAY INN  $              240.30  
210869 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $        62,788.44  
210870 FASTENAL COMPANY  $              529.55  
210871 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                49.45  
210872 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE  $          2,952.00  
210873 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $          7,392.00  
210874 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $          1,090.00  
210875 FOREVER GLASS  $          1,645.00  
210876 FOSS/BONNIE  $              817.80  
210877 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK  $              417.00  
210878 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $          1,885.00  
210879 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $              214.59  
210880 GALLS INCORPORATED  $          1,948.53  
210881 GEM CITY MOTORS  $          1,346.02  
210882 GEMPLER'S INC.  $                39.95  
210883 GENE'S TREE SERVICE  $          4,350.00  
210884 GEOLOGIC COMPUTER SYSTEMS  $          6,728.92  
210885 GIS WORKSHOP  $      135,000.00  
210886 GOULT CONSTRUCTION  $        51,000.00  
210887 GPS DEFENSE SNIPER SCHOOL  $          3,800.00  
210888 GRAINGER  $              904.35  
210889 GRANT COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES  $                85.88  
210890 HANNAHER'S  $          3,637.00  
210891 HARRISON/SADIE  $                71.18  
210892 HAUGEN/LESLIE C  $                73.60  
210893 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY  $                94.29  
210894 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT  $                28.42  
210895 HEDAHL'S INC.  $              189.00  
210896 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $              769.15  
210897 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY  $          1,838.00  
210898 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA  $              616.35  
210899 HIGGENS/AMBER  $                83.26  
210900 HOLTE/KAREN L.  $                66.50  
210901 HORIZON RESOURCES  $              137.56  
210902 HOWELL MUNITIONS & TECHNOLOGY  $          1,043.98  
210903 I.A.C.R.E.O.T.  $              160.00  
210904 INTERSTATE ENGINEERING  $          8,878.73  
210905 ISOM/KAYLA  $              461.33  
210906 J KOSKI COMPANY  $        34,168.39  
210907 JACK & JILL  $              237.68  
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210908 JAPPE/KAROLIN  $                15.01  
210909 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $          5,000.00  
210910 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $                50.00  
210911 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES  $              200.00  
210912 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $      154,654.38  
210913 KANWAR/SUHAIL  $              367.07  
210914 KEEPERS INC.  $          3,865.89  
210915 KIMBALL MIDWEST  $                98.05  
210916 KOFILE PRESERVATION INC.  $              627.54  
210917 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $          4,018.92  
210918 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $        38,796.00  
210919 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $              800.00  
210920 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $                80.10  
210921 LAWLAR/RICHARD  $              750.00  
210922 LEWIS/JAY  $                13.80  
210923 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER  $              640.77  
210924 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES, INC  $              310.31  
210925 LSC ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS, LLC  $              511.93  
210926 LUND OIL, INC.  $          1,252.44  
210927 LYCOX ENTERPRISES INC.  $      161,101.00  
210928 LYLE SIGNS INC.  $        13,273.86  
210929 MATHISON CO./THE  $          1,400.20  
210930 MATTERN/SHANTELLE R  $              370.00  
210931 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $          2,443.52  
210932 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH  $                56.00  
210933 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $          6,959.99  
210934 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $          3,380.54  
210935 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $          2,015.00  
210936 MCNANEY/CHARLES  $                42.55  
210937 MEES/MICHAEL  $              312.10  
210938 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $              420.00  
210939 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $              163.46  
210940 MORGAN/JANE  $          4,830.00  
210941 MORTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT  $              300.00  
210942 MRACHEK/KRIS  $                86.25  
210943 MURPHY MOTORS  $              389.34  
210944 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $              712.08  
210945 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN  $              650.00  
210946 NATHANAEL SMALL  $          1,895.70  
210947 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $        24,008.63  
210948 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION  $        94,801.24  
210949 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION  $                   5.00  
210950 ND STATE TAX COMMISSIONER  $                90.45  
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210951 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $              447.58  
210952 NEFF JR/CHARLES  $              222.10  
210953 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $          1,455.00  
210954 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY  $              279.99  
210955 NORDBY/LORI  $              100.00  
210956 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.  $                21.20  
210957 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $          4,318.44  
210958 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER  $              477.00  
210959 NSC MINERALS, LTD  $              251.47  
210960 NUVERRA  $              410.00  
210961 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $              750.65  
210962 OASIS MIDSTREAM SERVICES  $      294,895.00  
210963 OFFICE DEPOT  $              875.06  
210964 OILFIELD ROCK PRODUCTS  $          8,538.25  
210965 OK TIRE STORE - W/C & MINOT  $          9,019.91  
210966 OLSON/JEREMY  $                41.40  
210967 PARKWAY FORD LINCOLN  $          2,131.47  
210968 PARRISH/CALVIN  $              750.00  
210969 PAULSON/KATIE  $              370.00  
210970 PAYSTUBZ  $          1,542.00  
210971 PEERY/SANDY  $              513.60  
210972 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $              575.00  
210973 PIPPIN LAW FIRM  $              450.00  
210974 POCHANT/JAIMI  $          1,000.00  
210975 QUALITY INN & SUITES OF JAMESTOWN  $              320.40  
210976 QUILL CORPORATION  $          1,490.07  
210977 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK  $          1,836.90  
210978 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE  $              495.00  
210979 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO  $        42,805.96  
210980 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA  $              400.71  
210981 RICOH USA, INC  $              345.00  
210982 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC.  $        11,628.70  
210983 ROADWORX, LLC  $      291,262.49  
210984 RODENBIKER/JACOB  $                25.00  
210985 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $              126.76  
210986 ROMERO/MARSELLA  $                13.74  
210987 RON'S ELECTRIC  $          1,125.50  
210988 RYAN CHRYSLER DODGE JEEP  $              689.17  
210989 RYAN/KARLA  $              207.15  
210990 S & S MOTORS  $              363.46  
210991 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $              275.00  
210992 SANTANDER LEASING, LLC  $      145,621.71  
210993 SCHEELS ALL SPORTS  $          1,052.76  
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210994 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE  $              278.10  
210995 SELECT FORD MERCURY  $              923.05  
210996 SEWFINE EMBROIDERY  $                39.38  
210997 SHELDEN/JENNIFER  $              303.89  
210998 SHIPP/ROBERT  $              655.50  
210999 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT  $          5,294.85  
211000 SOLBERG/BRAD  $              307.00  
211001 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN  $        42,449.36  
211002 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC  $          6,731.91  
211003 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN  $          2,526.59  
211004 STATE BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS  $          1,080.87  
211005 STEIN'S INC.  $          6,722.58  
211006 STREICHER'S  $        23,618.79  
211007 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.  $              300.00  
211008 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.  $        27,601.00  
211009 SYN-TECH SYSTEMS, INC  $              172.50  
211010 TALBERT/JIM  $                95.65  
211011 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES  $          1,477.00  
211012 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $              147.75  
211013 THOMPSON/KAREN  $                75.00  
211014 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $              374.50  
211015 TIRED IRON REPAIR  $              252.00  
211016 TMDE CALIBRATION LABS, INC  $              751.38  
211017 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $                16.46  
211018 TRANA/KATHY  $              301.91  
211019 TRANE U.S. INC.  $              647.72  
211020 TWOGOOD/SCOTT  $              490.19  
211021 ULTRAMAX  $              333.00  
211022 UNIFORM CENTER  $              139.98  
211023 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $          3,596.92  
211024 US BANK VOYAGER FLEET SYS  $        12,723.77  
211025 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.  $        12,700.80  
211026 VEOLIA  $        15,112.85  
211027 WALKER/HAYDEN M  $                38.76  
211028 WARD COUNTY AUDITOR  $          2,068.00  
211029 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $              547.77  
211030 WE INTEGRATE  $              762.50  
211031 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $              561.24  
211032 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  $              250.00  
211033 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $          2,159.19  
211034 WILLIS/AMANDA  $              556.23  
211035 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.  $          7,064.46  
211036 WISNESS/MONIQUE  $              363.95  
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211037 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY  $          2,258.87  
211038 ZEP SALES & SERVICE  $              139.38  

211039-211058 PAYROLL-DECEMBER 4, 2015  $      569,257.76  
211059 SEMBACH/SCOTT  $              800.00  
211060 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $              604.46  
211061 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2  $          2,514.21  
211062 ND STATE TREASURER  $              702.08  
211063 ACCUSOURCE INC.  $              186.75  
211064 AMAN/KELSEY  $              608.60  
211065 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS  $          3,830.53  
211066 ANDERSON/CURTIS  $          3,000.00  
211067 ANDERSON/RONALD A.  $          1,166.55  
211068 ARNOLD/CHRISTINE  $          1,332.00  
211069 ARROW MAGNOLIA INTERNATIONAL INC  $              590.00  
211070 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                75.00  
211071 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                41.27  
211072 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $              584.00  
211073 BAKER & TAYLOR  $              385.27  
211074 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $          4,513.55  
211075 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA  $          6,613.71  
211076 BAYMONT INN & SUITES  $                80.10  
211077 BERDAHL/CODY  $          5,740.00  
211078 BERG/KENNETH N  $          3,020.00  
211079 BEST WESTERN PLUS ROCKWALL INN & SUIT  $              631.96  
211080 BEST/VAWNITA  $          1,017.87  
211081 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE  $              348.66  
211082 BLASS/CHARLES  $          1,046.11  
211083 BLUE LUBE  $              354.61  
211084 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $              110.67  
211085 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.  $      183,368.27  
211086 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS  $              209.32  
211087 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $        65,105.50  
211088 BRUINS/JAMES  $        11,360.00  
211089 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $        49,585.38  
211090 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $          6,478.58  
211091 C&D WATER SERVICES  $                15.00  
211092 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                95.66  
211093 CARLSON/NATE  $              200.00  
211094 CAYKO/RICHARD  $              412.25  
211095 CENEX FLEETCARD  $              174.46  
211096 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $  1,234,969.17  
211097 CERTIFIED LABORATORIES  $              523.20  
211098 CEYNAR/DAVID  $        17,760.00  
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211099 CEYNAR/DUSTIN  $          8,320.00  
211100 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC  $              110.50  
211101 CHECKERS, INC.  $              125.00  
211102 CHERREY'S PROPANE  $              997.50  
211103 CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY  $              479.49  
211104 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $          1,928.21  
211105 COMFORT INN  $              160.00  
211106 COMFORT SUITES  $                80.00  
211107 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $          2,833.69  
211108 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS  $  1,684,774.90  
211109 COOK/RECECCA  $                21.00  
211110 CPO COMMERCE, LLC  $              225.97  
211111 CROSS/ROBERT  $                40.25  
211112 CUMMINS N POWER/NW 7686  $              787.96  
211113 CUSTOMINK  $              344.60  
211114 DAVIS/STEPHENIE  $                25.00  
211115 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $              600.00  
211116 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL  $                26.22  
211117 DELL MARKETING L.P.  $              325.19  
211118 DULTMELER SALES, LLC  $              365.50  
211119 DW EXCAVATING, INC.  $        11,950.00  
211120 DWYER/TIMOTHY S.  $          1,728.15  
211121 DYPEX  $          1,321.00  
211122 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS  $              282.05  
211123 ENGINEERING AMERICA INC.  $        99,000.00  
211124 EXPRESSWAY SUITES  $              284.85  
211125 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $        27,556.57  
211126 FASTENAL COMPANY  $          4,943.60  
211127 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                49.45  
211128 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $          1,378.06  
211129 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $          3,935.00  
211130 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA  $          1,190.65  
211131 FOREVER GLASS  $              650.00  
211132 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $          1,893.75  
211133 GALLS INCORPORATED  $              510.45  
211134 GEM CITY MOTORS  $                55.23  
211135 GEMPLER'S INC.  $              398.20  
211136 GIS WORKSHOP  $        17,510.00  
211137 GOULET CONSTRUCTION  $          5,000.00  
211138 GRAND FORKS COUNTY PSAP  $              320.00  
211139 GRANT COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES  $                82.43  
211141 HARENS MEDIATION CENTER LLC  $      350,000.00  
211142 HAUGAN/CALVIN H  $          1,332.00  
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211143 HAUGAN/CARMEN DEAN  $          1,332.00  
211144 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY  $              500.95  
211145 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $      317,290.79  
211146 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT  $          2,166.12  
211147 HEDAHL'S INC.  $          2,433.75  
211148 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $        51,161.51  
211149 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA  $              266.61  
211150 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY  $          1,307.05  
211151 HOME OF ECONOMY  $              169.55  
211152 HORIZON RESOURCES  $                21.96  
211153 HOUSE OF COLOR, INC  $          1,793.17  
211154 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $      103,838.27  
211155 JACK & JILL  $          2,762.10  
211156 JAPPE/KAROLIN  $                10.00  
211157 JELLESED/LEIF L.  $                41.40  
211158 JOHN/ESTHER SAMUEL  $          1,332.00  
211159 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $          5,035.00  
211160 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $              500.00  
211161 JOHNSRUD/ERICA  $              100.00  
211162 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES  $              200.00  
211163 JOHNSTON/ROBERT C.  $        52,240.00  
211164 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $      109,223.93  
211165 KELLEY/BETSY  $              262.95  
211166 KENNEDY SCALES, INC  $          1,339.52  
211167 KIESON/CAROL  $              230.00  
211168 KITCHENS ENTERPRISES  $              346.65  
211169 KNIFE RIVER  $  1,780,647.04  
211170 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $          1,143.67  
211171 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $        39,118.96  
211172 L&K ELECTRIC, INC.  $              554.63  
211173 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $                80.10  
211174 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $                80.10  
211175 LAWLAR/JOHN C  $        11,360.00  
211176 LEISETH/JASON  $        11,060.00  
211177 LEWIS/JAY  $                13.80  
211178 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES, INC  $              106.77  
211179 LUHMAN/SCOTT  $              400.50  
211180 LUND OIL, INC.  $          7,093.03  
211181 LYCOX ENTERPRISES INC.  $          1,485.00  
211182 LYLE SIGNS INC.  $              100.21  
211183 LYNNER/JUNE  $          1,332.00  
211184 MATTERN/SHANTELLE R  $              250.00  
211185 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL  $              215.50  
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211186 MAVERICK LOGISTICS, INC  $      264,568.25  
211187 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $                32.20  
211188 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $          1,657.76  
211189 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH  $                10.00  
211190 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $        16,658.38  
211191 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $  1,044,875.63  
211192 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $              426.90  
211193 MOON/SANDRA K  $              611.39  
211194 MURI/GAVIN O.  $        17,640.00  
211195 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $              105.79  
211196 MYHRE LAW OFFICE  $              276.27  
211197 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $              231.33  
211198 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL  $          7,005.00  
211199 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN.  $          1,027.50  
211200 ND STATE UNIVERSITY  $              640.06  
211201 ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL CONFEREN  $              150.00  
211202 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION  $              433.00  
211203 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $        15,956.16  
211204 NEFF JR/CHARLES  $              239.60  
211205 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $                60.00  
211206 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY  $              526.10  
211207 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.  $              485.60  
211208 NORTHERN TOOL & EQUIPMENT CO.  $          1,476.90  
211209 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $              229.78  
211210 NOVAK/LARRY  $                35.65  
211211 NOVUSOLUTIONS  $          4,950.00  
211212 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $          2,678.20  
211213 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC  $          9,109.03  
211214 OCL ENTERPRISES, LLP  $        44,920.00  
211215 OFFICE DEPOT  $              286.28  
211216 OK AUTOMOTIVE  $                15.75  
211217 ONE CALL NOW  $              155.20  
211218 OPEN ROAD HONDA  $        15,900.00  
211219 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING  $              225.45  
211220 PAULSON/KATIE  $              100.00  
211221 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $              525.00  
211222 PIPPIN LAW FIRM  $          2,728.00  
211223 PITNEY BOWES INC.  $                70.54  
211224 PPI CONSULTING  $              475.00  
211225 PRAXAIR  $              506.80  
211226 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO  $          9,854.85  
211227 RECORD KEEPERS LLC  $                16.00  
211228 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC.  $        55,125.00  
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211229 ROHDE/DENNIS  $              499.61  
211230 ROLFSRUD/DAVID  $          9,780.00  
211231 ROMERO/MARSELLA  $                86.00  
211232 ROOS/RON  $              107.25  
211233 ROUGH RIDER INDUSTRIES  $          3,716.00  
211234 RYAN/KARLA  $              165.00  
211235 S & S MOTORS  $              692.18  
211236 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $              115.00  
211237 SANDNESS LAW OFFICE  $                90.00  
211238 SCHEELS ALL SPORTS INC  $        11,999.96  
211239 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $          1,400.00  
211240 SEAL/CLINT W  $                22.00  
211241 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB.  $          2,016.16  
211242 SORENSON/DESIREE  $              909.90  
211243 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CEN  $        29,061.81  
211244 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC  $        27,814.90  
211245 STEIN'S INC.  $              552.06  
211246 STREICHER'S  $        17,990.66  
211247 SUMMIT COUNSELING SERVICE  $              250.00  
211248 SUNRISE YOUTH BUREAU  $          1,248.75  
211249 TALBERT/JIM  $              300.00  
211250 TARON/TROY  $          3,372.50  
211251 TELEMETRY AND PROCESS CONTROLS, INC.  $          3,800.00  
211252 THOMPSON/KAREN  $              900.00  
211253 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $              443.50  
211254 TOBACCO GARDENS  $              200.00  
211255 TRANA/KATHY  $              419.81  
211256 TRANE U.S. INC.  $              239.68  
211257 TRI-CO. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL  $        26,000.00  
211258 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC.  $                38.36  
211259 UNIFORM CENTER  $              572.73  
211260 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $          2,801.21  
211261 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS  $        10,722.64  
211262 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC  $              426.75  
211263 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.  $        45,311.40  
211264 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $          3,466.00  
211265 WAGNER/JOSH  $          3,000.00  
211266 WAGNER/PAULA  $          3,000.00  
211267 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $          5,000.00  
211268 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $              552.87  
211269 WAWSA  $          5,959.79  
211270 WE INTEGRATE  $              416.00  
211271 WEST COAST ELECTRIC INC  $              350.00  
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211272 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $          2,009.69  
211273 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  $              650.00  
211274 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $              341.78  
211275 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION  $          4,655.00  
211276 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $          3,600.00  
211277 502 MEDIA GROUP  $              600.00  

211278-211302 PAYROLL-DECEMBER 18, 2015  $      563,403.37  
211303 ACME TOOLS  $          9,717.44  
211304 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $              670.00  
211305 AT&T  $                41.91  
211306 CENTURY LINK  $              161.97  
211307 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                48.36  
211308 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $              765.95  
211310 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $              112.31  
211311 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $              742.21  
211312 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $          8,100.05  
211313 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $          8,226.56  
211314 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $              107.90  
211315 OUTLAWS' BAR & GRILL  $          4,952.97  
211316 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $          1,115.56  
211317 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                39.88  
211318 VISA  $          4,873.90  
211319 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $          1,283.38  
211320 LASSEY/STEVE  $        86,571.25  
211321 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $          3,222.55  
211322 NEMONT  $                28.50  
211323 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $          4,797.45  
211324 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $          8,000.00  
211325 VERIZON WIRELESS  $          3,636.74  

211326-211328 PAYROLL-DECEMBER 31, 2015  $      463,717.54  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
January 5, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on January 5, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Absent: Commissioner Ron Anderson.  Chairman Cayko 
called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending December 

31, 2015.  Recorder Johnsrud presented a proposal from S&S Motors for a 2014 Ford 
F150 pickup, trading in a 2009 GMC Acadia, for a net cost of $17,000.00.  Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, minutes, and bills, 
including vehicle purchase of $17,000 to S&S Motors, as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Right of Way and Utility 

Corridor Easements with the City of Watford City, as presented, for IT 496 and Lot 1, 
Block 2 Peace and Justice Addition.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to execute the Newfield Lease and Rider 

for Oil & Gas Lease in Lots 6, 7, 8, Block 3 of 4th Addition to Watford City, T150N, 
R98W. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Pheasants Forever Raffle 

Permit application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board discussed the sale of County owned mobile homes and the Board 

consensus was to sell the units as is without repairs or cleaning.  Moved by Skarda, 
seconded by Best, to authorize advertising the “as is” sale of six mobile homes at 
auction, by sealed bids; 125 Lincoln St., 125 Reagan St., 129 Lincoln St., 129 Reagan 
St., 137 Lincoln St., and 141 Lincoln St. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to designate Emergency Manager, Karolin 

Jappe, as DES FEMA Applicant Agent.   All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board discussed the possibility of recording meetings or streaming meetings 

live on the County website.  
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve three abatement applications 

as presented by Auditor Svihovec for corrections to valuations for abatement of a house 
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value on Lot 4-5-6, Block 2, Cherry Creek 2nd Addition and added to Lot 7-8-9, Block 2, 
Cherry Creek 2nd Addition; abate tax for duplicate assessment on IT 2477 pt NWSW; 
abate tax for duplicate assessment on IT 2383 pt NE¼ S8, T150N, R101W.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar updated the Board on the right of way acquisitions on the Northern 

Bypass Phase II.   
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve advertising for bid on the 

following equipment – Trucks, 4 or more motor graders. 1 or more loader, drum roller, 
patching trailer, water transports with a bid opening of January 21, 2016, and bid 
awarding of February 2, 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Highway Superintendent Dollinger requested authorization to piggy back on 

State bid for sand trucks.  Auditor Svihovec and/or State’s Attorney Rodenbiker will 
verify that counties can utilize State bids for purchasing sand trucks.  Dollinger reported 
that the County road crew will be rebuilding Route 36 this spring and summer.  It was 
the Board consensus that easements be obtained for right of way. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on public domain royalty litigation pursuant 
to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss pending litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, absent; Best, aye; 
Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 10:31 a.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor Johnsrud; 
Auditor Svihovec; Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Todd Schwarz. 

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 10:58 a.m. The public was invited to return to the 
meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.  During Executive Session a 
motion was made to adopt the advice of the outside counsel. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve longevity bonus for three 
Social Services employees (Shelly Rogness, Sandy Meyer, and Karen Holte) on June 
1, 2016, as proposed by HR Manager Willis to hold them at the same compensation as 
they received in 2015 and to review this bonus annually. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve HR Manager Willis’s request 
to reclassify four positions in the Recorder/Tax Director office from A12 to B21 with 
updated PDQs for a position titled Recording/Tax Specialist with an hourly rate 
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adjustment, effective the first pay period in January 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.   
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:38 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Adam Parker, Sanford AirMed, presented a proposal for air ambulance service to 

the citizens of McKenzie County.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve 
the Sanford AirMed contract for a 13 month period, December 1, 2015 through 
December 31, 2016, in the amount of $31,968.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the contract with Zuercher 

Technologies, LLC, for a software license and service agreement in the amount of 
$275,875.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Best stated that approval of this contract is not authorizing 

bringing 911 dispatch services back to the county.  The Board would expect a full cost 
analysis on the process before they would consider making that change to current 911 
dispatch services. 

 
Captain Clock presented a proposal for Tahoes from three dealerships.  The 

Board asked Clock to prepare a vehicle inventory along with the proposed number of 
vehicles that they plan to purchase and those that were going to be traded and bring to 
the next meeting. 

 
Captain Clock requested approval for the purchase of a flight for Lt. Ken Rooks, 

who is working from Florida where he currently resides.  Auditor Svihovec discussed 
that the typical process and policy was for an employee paying for travel related 
expenses up front and receiving reimbursement through the Travel Expense 
Reimbursement Voucher process, and explained that the current credit card policy does 
not allow for employee related travel usage, nor do any of the Auditor office employees 
have a credit limit high enough to pay for a plane ticket.  The Board recognized the 
importance of Lt. Rook’s attendance at the construction meeting.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Skarda, to authorize ICON Architectural Group to purchase flight for Lt. 
Ken Rooks for attendance to a Law Enforcement Center construction meeting, January 
10-15, and to bill the county for the cost of the plane ticket with their regular monthly 
billing.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Moving Reimbursement 
request for Lt. Ken Rooks per county policy, up to $2,000.00, upon furnishing valid 
receipts.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

Captain Clock updated the Board on progress of both Jail and Sheriff 
Department’s policies. 

  
The meeting recessed at 3:02 p.m. until January 19, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
January 19, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on January 19, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Planning and Zoning 
Consent Agenda Items 1-6a-l as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Item 1: 
Three Forks Industrial Park – Comp Plan Amendment/Zone Change; Item 2: Oasis 
Midstream Services – CUP; Item 3: Sacagawea Pipeline Company, LLC – CUP; Item 4: 
Chas and Kory Ophus – Variance; Item 5: Amendment for wastewater treatment facility; 
Item 6: Workforce Housing Sunset Clause—a. Aries Residential Suites sunset clause 
extended to 12/31/16, applicant to give a timeline of when they will be compliant with 
conditions of approval, as well as an exit strategy for the site.  The 18 units approved 
but not on site were also approved; b.Delmer Rink CUP for additional housing expired; 
c. Delta Constructors applicant has 1 month to give timeline for compliance, units that 
are not currently on site will not be approved without obtaining a new CUP; d. Duane 
Lobbestael CUP for housing expired; e. Fertile Fields applicant to give an exit strategy, 
12 units applied for but not on site are no longer approved without obtaining a new 
CUP; f. Indian Hills Disposal CUP for workforce housing is revoked, all housing needs 
to be either removed or they need to reapply (no skids or RV’s will be allowed); g. Alan 
Nelson (lot 5 of rolling hills) CUP for housing expired; h. Mountain Plains CUP for 
housing expired; i. McKenzie Investments sunset clause extended to 12/31/16; j. 
Mohammed Neamah CUP for housing expired, RV’s need to be removed from site; k. 
Robert Ward CUP for housing is revoked due to incompliance; applicant will be 
encouraged to obtain zone change for shop on site. No housing will be approved; l. 
True Oil sunset clause for housing that is currently on site is extended to 12/31/16; 
housing that was approved but not on site is no longer approved. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the water bills and others as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Pledge of Assets for 
December 31, 2015, and List of Cancelled checks as presented by Deputy Treasurer 
Solberg.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Cancelled Check list 2014 

  Check # Name Date Issued Amount 
202004 Computer Professionals Unlimited 3/14/2014 $          4,229.54 

203540 American Family Insurance 2/27/2014 $          1,847.77 
203596 American Family Insurance 2/27/2014 $          1,832.18 
203673 Colstrip Electric Inc 2/28/2014 $        53,832.27 
203717 Mark Haggerty 2/28/2014 $              899.38 
203820 Select Ford 3/14/2014 $          8,448.49 
204075 Eckert Foundation 3/4/2014 $              249.89 
204108 Icon  3/4/2014 $      471,647.29 
204337 Colstrip Electric Inc 4/1/2014 $          6,120.32 
204593 McKenzie Co Guaranty & Title 4/25/2014 $  1,095,045.00 
204823 Grassy Butte Responders 5/12/2014 $        26,600.00 
204908 Badlands Occupational Testing 6/4/2014 $        13,121.45 
205009 McKenzie Co Farmer 6/4/2014 $        66,889.89 
205468 Montana Dakota Utilities 7/22/2014 $        11,079.00 
205755 Solid Boss Worldwide Inc 8/29/2014 $        43,786.00 
205837 Engineering America & Gridor Construction 8/20/2014 $        85,394.13 
206231 First International Insurance 10/7/2014 $      141,450.00 
206473 OK Tire Store 10/29/2014 $          1,266.79 
206504 ND public Employee Retirement  10/30/2014 $              195.33 
206505 ND State Tax Commissioner 10/28/2014 $                10.00 
206559 Dypex 11/18/2014 $          1,511.38 

 
Cancelled Check list 2015 

  Check # Name Date Issued Amount 
206903 Burns & McDonnell 12/2/2014  $        46,166.03  
207227 Rebecca Cook 1/2/2015  $              446.06  
207737 Wolf Run Village Apartments 2/3/2015  $                32.20  
207883 First International Bank & Trust 3/3/2015  $          2,909.68  
207935 McKenzie Co. Ambulance Service 3/3/2015  $          3,498.86  
207960 OK Tire Store 3/3/2015  $          1,733.21  
208017 Margie White Owl 3/3/2015  $              595.00  
208116 Karyn Ray 3/27/2015  $          1,224.45  
208155 Best Western Plus Ramkota 4/7/2015  $          1,016.40  
208164 David E Brown 4/7/2015  $                37.50  
208241 Kennedy Scales 4/7/2015  $        70,258.88  
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208318 Karla Ryan 4/7/2015  $              704.38  
208582 KDSR Radio Service 5/5/2015  $              460.00  
208890 Icon 6/2/2015  $        50,551.40  
209465 Blue Lube 8/4/2015  $          1,808.92  
209894 Faye Jorgenson 9/1/2015  $        10,770.00  
209903 Donald Lindwig 9/1/2015  $        55,080.00  
209904 Thomas Lindwig 9/1/2015  $      134,720.00  
210042 Timothy Wold 9/11/2015  $          1,309.50  
210158 Zane Caldwell 10/6/2015  $                80.00  
210169 Commissioning Solutions 10/6/2015  $          6,955.55  
210184 Eide Baily 10/6/2015  $        15,980.09  
210260 Motor Vehicle 10/6/2015  $              147.50  
210269 Mondak Motorsports Inc 10/6/2015  $          1,208.21  
210358 Voyager Oil & Gas 10/6/2015  $        19,727.54  
210751 Charles Blass 11/17/2015  $              549.20  
211140 Gravel Products Inc 12/15/2015  $        86,571.25  
211309 David Lassey 12/18/2015  $        86,571.25  

    The Below Checks turned over to Unclaimed Property: December 2015 
16248 Richard Grandon 1/14/2011  $                47.60  
16332 Christian Martinez 3/29/2011  $                10.00  
16383 Washington Tax Cousel PLLC 5/20/2011  $                10.00  
16445 HLM Drilling 8/9/2011  $                14.94  
16614 G3 Operating LLC 2/10/2012  $                82.00  
16615 Locke Lord LLP 2/10/2012  $                   6.00  
16650 KJELL  Hagen 3/19/2012  $                   8.00  
16653 Basin Electric C/O Shad Erdmann 3/19/2012  $              110.00  
16698 WATCO Transloading LLC 5/1/2012  $          2,291.92  
16726 Transcontinent Oil 5/30/2012  $                   5.00  
16730 Amy Zimmiond 5/31/2012  $                50.00  
16877 Sandra Laroque 10/22/2012  $                15.30  
16888 Oasis Petroleum North America LLC 11/1/2012  $                51.00  
16896 Patti Ray Yellow Bow 11/19/2012  $                12.70  
19691 James Harding 1/29/2013  $                10.00  
19778 Sandra Schmitz 3/18/2013  $              109.16  
19802 Conocophillips Company 4/10/2013  $                25.00  

 
  
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the 2016 voting precincts 
as presented by Auditor Svihovec.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
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2016 McKenzie County Precincts 
 
Precinct Number 270401 – also known as Four Bears and Hoffmann Precinct - 
consists of the portion of the Four Bears Segment of the Fort Berthold Reservation that 
is in McKenzie County, more fully described as those portions of Township 152N Range 
95W; Township 152N Range 94W and Township 152N Range 93W and Sections One 
through Thirty (1-30) of Township 151N Range 94 W and Sections 1, 12, 13, 24, and 25 
of Township 151N Range 95W which lie within the boundaries of the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation west of the Garrison Reservoir. 
 
Precinct Number 270402 - also known as Mandaree Precinct  consists of the portions 
of Section 36 Township 151N Range 95W; Sections 31-36 Township 151N Range 94W; 
Township 150N Range 95W; Township 150N Range 94W; Range 150N Range 93W; 
Township 149N Range 95W; Township 149N Range 94W which lie within the 
boundaries of the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation west of the Garrison Reservoir 
 
Precinct Number 273903 (Yellowstone) 
All of the organized township of Yellowstone including the former incorporated limits of 
East Fairview  (Also known as Yellowstone precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273904 (Sioux) 
The organized township of Sioux; the portion of Township 150N Range 104W which lies 
east and south of the Yellowstone River; Township 150N Range 103W except the 
S½SE¼ of Section 1, the E½W½ and the E½ of Section 12, the SW¼NE¼ and the 
E½E½ of Section 13 and the NW¼NE¼ of Section 24 in township 150N 103W; 
Township 149N Range 104W; and Township 149N Range 103W  (Also known as Sioux 
precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273905 (Alexander) 
The City of Alexander; the organized townships of Alex, Antelope Creek, Charbon, 
Randolph and Tri; the portion of Township 152N Range 100W which lies south of the 
Missouri River; Township 151N Range101W; Township 149N Range 102W; the east 2 
(one-half) of Township 148N Range 103W (sections 1 through 3, 10 through 15, 22 
through 27 and 34 through 36); Township 148N Range 102W; Sections 6, 7 and the 
north half of Section 18 in the organized Township of Arnegard; Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 
and 18 in Township 151N Range 100W; and the S½SE¼ of Section 1, the E½W½ and 
the E½ of Section 12, the SW¼NE¼ and the E½E½ of Section 13 and the NW¼NE¼ of 
Section 24 in Township 150N 103W  (Also known as Alexander precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273906 (Arnegard) 
The City of Arnegard; the organized Township of Arnegard except Sections 6 and 7 and 
the north half of Section 18; Township 151N Range 100W except Sections 5, 6, 7, 8, 17 
and 18; Township 149N Range 100W; Township 148N Range 101W; the portion of 
Township 148N Range 100W which lies north of the Little Missouri River; and the 
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portion of Township 147N Range 100W which lies north and west of the Little Missouri 
River  (Also known as Arnegard precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273907 (Bennie Pierre) 
Township 148N Range 105W; Township 148N Range 104W; the west 2 (one-half) of 
Township 148N Range 103W (sections 4 through 9, 16 through 21, and 28 through 33);  
Township 147N Range 105W; Township 147N Range 104W; Township 147N Range 
103W; Township 146N Range 105W; Township 146N Range 104W; Township 146N 
Range 103W; Township 145N Range 105W; Township 145N Range 104W; Township 
145N Range 103W; and the portions of Township 147N Range 102W, Township 147N 
Range 101W, Township 146N Range 102W, and Township 145N Range 102W which 
lie north and west of the Little Missouri River  (Also known as Bennie Pierre precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273908 (Rhoades) 
That portion of McKenzie County which lies to the east and south of the Little Missouri 
River  (Also known as Rhoades precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273909 (Ideal/Schafer)  
The portion of Township 153N Range 99W which lies south of the Missouri River; 
Township 152N Range 99W; Township 151N Range 99W; Township 150N Range 99W; 
and Township 149N Range 99W with the exception of those parts that are within the 
City of Watford City corporate limits  (Formerly known as Ideal precinct)  The organized 
Township of Twin Valley; the portion of Township 154N Range 96W which lies south of 
the Missouri River; Township 153N Range 96W; Township 152N Range 97W;  
Township 151N Range 98W; Township 151N Range 97W; Township 150N Range 98W; 
Township 150N Range 97W; Township 149N Range 98W; Township 149N Range 97W; 
Township 148N Range 98W; and the portions of Township 148N Range 99W, Township 
147N Range 99W, and Township 147N Range 98W which lie north of the Little Missouri 
River with the exception of those parts that are within the City of Watford City corporate 
limits  (Formerly known as Schafer precinct) 
 
Precinct Number  273911 (Watford City) 
 All of the City of Watford City within its corporate limits 
 
Precinct Number  273912 (Blue Buttes) 
The organized townships of Blue Buttes, Keene, Grail, Elm Tree, Hawkeye and 
Riverview; Township 150N Range 96W; Township 149N Range 96W; and the portions 
of Township 151W Range 95N and Township 149N Range 95W which lie west of the 
Fort Berthold Reservation  (Also known as Blue Buttes precinct) 
 
 Rick Clemes, Fulkerson Funeral Homes, updated the Board on coroner services 
provided to McKenzie County and also on the types of charges for which the County 
would be responsible. 
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 Assistant State’s Attorney Neff updated the Board on the status of the Deborah 
Reichman - Flat Top Road lawsuit.  Neff reported that the County had agreed to enter 
into mediation to settle the dispute.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to authorize 
Assistant State’s Attorney Neff to represent the Board of Commissioners in the 
mediation process on the Flat Top Road lawsuit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioners Skarda and Nordby to represent the 
Board on the Courthouse Security Handbook Policy Committee. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the request for dirt work, 
gravel, and hauling fill as requested by Watford City Park District Supervisor, Robin 
Arndt, for the Kent Pelton Nature Park.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 HR Manager Willis presented a request for J. Smith to donate 16 hours of sick 
leave to J. Smith.  Moved by Nordby to approve the donation.  The motion died for lack 
of a second.  The request was denied. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to authorize Highway Superintendent 
Dollinger to advertise for 5 million gallons of magnesium chloride.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve a letter in support of bike 
trail in conjunction with the Highway 85 four-lane project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the refund of $3,481.36 
building permit fee to Western Area Water Supply for Permit #15-0095M as requested 
by PWD Kanwar and in keeping with the verbal agreement the County shares with 
WAWSA for in-kind services.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to authorize advertising for bid for 
pavement and reconstruction of the Northern Bypass Phase II paving project.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve the purchase of seven vehicles 
per bid as presented at the January 5, 2016, meeting, utilizing Law Enforcement grant 
funds.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board denied the request for two additional 
vehicles. 
 
 The Sheriff’s Department presented year end statistical reports with data on call 
numbers. 
 
 Commissioner Best left the meeting at 4:10 p.m. 
 
 Jeff Melgaard, Construction Engineers, Inc., updated the Board on company 
restructure and plans going forward. 
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 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from Eide 
Bailly for accounting services for the Water Resource District financial records for 2013, 
2014, and 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to publish the 2016 salaries/wages in 
the McKenzie County Farmer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to appoint Kris Mrachek and Les 
Haugen to the McKenzie County Planning & Zoning Board with 4 year terms expiring 
January 31, 2020.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to have HR Manager Willis obtain a 
proposal from Fox Lawson to provide additional consultation on the salary and wage 
classification system.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m. until February 2, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

211334 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $                                   106.00  
211335 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $                                   385.93  
211336 ALEXANDER FIRST RESPONDERS  $                                4,000.00  
211337 ALEXANDER SENIOR CITIZENS  $                             15,000.00  
211338 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $                                      53.00  
211339 AMAN/KELSEY  $                                   724.02  
211340 APCO INTERNATIONAL  $                                1,574.00  
211341 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                                1,127.29  
211342 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $                                   702.00  
211343 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC  $                                   473.90  
211344 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $                                1,034.75  
211345 BARRETT PHARMACY  $                                      78.60  
211346 BELL/MARY  $                                   240.90  
211347 BIG STATE INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY, INC  $                                   222.78  
211348 BLASS/CHARLES  $                                      75.00  
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211349 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS  $                                      77.89  
211350 BURNS & MCDONNELL  $                             19,736.08  
211351 C&D WATER SERVICES  $                                      34.00  
211352 CAMBRIA SUITES  $                                   240.30  
211353 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $                                   360.61  
211354 COMFORT SUITES  $                                   180.00  
211355 COMMAND CENTER, INC  $                                   462.84  
211356 COOK'S ILLUSTRATED  $                                      19.95  
211357 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES  $                                   609.00  
211358 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $                                   223.00  
211359 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL  $                                   131.68  
211360 DEHN/JESSIE  $                                   900.00  
211361 DELL MARKETING L.P.  $                                1,242.88  
211362 FAMILY CRISIS SHELTER, INC.  $                             10,000.00  
211363 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                                      49.45  
211364 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $                                      34.06  
211365 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $                                1,235.00  
211366 FOSS/BONNIE  $                                      50.00  
211367 FREELINC  $                                   504.59  
211368 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $                                1,636.90  
211369 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.  $                                   193.70  
211370 GALLS INCORPORATED  $                                5,120.16  
211371 GRASSY BUTTE FIRST RESPONDERS  $                             16,000.00  
211372 HANNAHER'S  $                             24,009.50  
211373 HANSON/RUSS  $                                      45.00  
211374 HARRISON/SADIE  $                                   176.18  
211375 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CT  $                                1,495.00  
211376 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $                                   429.23  
211377 HIGGENS/AMBER  $                                   123.28  
211378 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS  $                                      74.70  
211379 HORIZON RESOURCES  $                                   182.49  
211380 HOWELL MUNITIONS & TECHNOLOGY  $                                   174.08  
211381 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $                           172,586.06  
211382 INTERGRAPH CORPORATION SGI DIVISION  $                                4,752.00  
211383 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE  $                                2,666.39  
211384 INTOXIMETERS  $                                   340.00  
211385 JACK & JILL  $                                2,192.79  
211386 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.  $                             73,258.86  
211387 KELLY INN  $                                   160.20  
211388 KILLDEER AREA AMBULANCE  $                             25,000.00  
211389 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $                                   400.00  
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211390 LEWIS & CLARK TRAIL MUSEUM  $                             41,600.00  
211391 LEWIS/JAY  $                                      13.80  
211392 LUHMAN/SCOTT  $                                      75.00  
211393 LUND OIL, INC.  $                                5,683.89  
211394 LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF ND  $                                1,411.33  
211395 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $                                3,626.97  
211396 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $                                   627.00  
211397 MCKENZIE CO. HERITAGE ASSOCIATION  $                             35,000.00  
211398 MCKENZIE CO. JOB DEVELOPMENT AUTHORIT  $                             20,000.00  
211399 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $                       1,547,530.06  
211400 MCKENZIE COUNTY HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $                           300,000.00  
211401 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $                                   132.46  
211402 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $                                1,625.00  
211403 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $                                   542.92  
211404 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC.  $                                1,996.24  
211405 MICROMARKETING LLC  $                                      40.95  
211406 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS  $                             10,084.50  
211407 MON-KOTA INC.  $                                   757.75  
211408 MOON/SANDRA K  $                                   267.29  
211409 MOTOROLA  $                                8,113.89  
211410 NATIONAL DISTRICT ATTORNEYS ASSOC.  $                                   101.00  
211411 NATIONAL EMERGENCY NUMBER ASSN.  $                                   137.00  
211412 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $                                1,123.44  
211413 ND FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION  $                                      35.00  
211414 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION  $                                   191.40  
211415 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION  $                                   400.00  
211416 ND 911 ASSOCIATION  $                                      25.00  
211417 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $                                1,084.85  
211418 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $                                   525.00  
211419 NORDBY/LORI  $                                      82.30  
211420 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.  $                                        2.50  
211421 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.  $                                   267.00  
211422 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                                2,699.51  
211423 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC  $                                2,657.04  
211424 OFFICE DEPOT  $                                      91.65  
211425 PARRISH/CALVIN  $                                   800.00  
211426 PAYSTUBZ  $                                1,086.00  
211427 PEERY/SANDY  $                                   979.10  
211428 PIONEER MUSEUM  $                             25,000.00  
211429 PITNEY BOWES  $                                1,153.44  
211430 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO  $                             19,250.31  
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211431 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC.  $                                2,375.00  
211432 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA  $                                      84.39  
211433 ROADWORX, LLC  $                           102,703.28  
211434 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $                                   108.05  
211435 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES  $                                   219.90  
211436 RYAN/KARLA  $                                   145.73  
211437 S & S MOTORS  $                             17,000.00  
211438 SAMUELSON/JERRY  $                                      10.50  
211439 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE  $                                   900.00  
211440 SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL  $                                      81.99  
211441 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT  $                                   754.60  
211442 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC  $                             14,919.98  
211443 STEIN'S INC.  $                                   940.75  
211444 STREICHER'S  $                                   801.95  
211445 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR  $                                   152.00  
211446 SUNRISE YOUTH BUREAU  $                                1,901.25  
211447 SUPERIOR LAMP INC.  $                                   643.68  
211448 TASER INTERNATIONAL  $                                1,029.95  
211449 THIS OLD HOUSE  $                                      30.00  
211450 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $                                      50.00  
211451 THOMPSON/KAREN  $                                      67.50  
211452 TMDE CALIBRATION LABS, INC  $                                   127.44  
211453 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $                                1,568.64  
211455 ULTRAMAX  $                                1,332.00  
211456 VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER/THE  $                                4,680.00  
211457 VISA  $                                   428.19  
211458 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.  $                                   444.31  
211459 WATCHGUARD VIDEO  $                                1,000.00  
211460 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $                                4,960.00  
211461 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $                                   251.15  
211462 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $                                   227.19  
211463 WESTLIE TRUCK CENTER  $                           131,750.00  
211464 WESTWIND CONSULTING CENTER, INC  $                                   330.00  
211465 WIENTJES/BOE  $                                   800.00  
211466 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING  $                                   782.49  
211467 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $                                1,998.69  
211468 WILLISTON COUNCIL OF AGING  $                             30,000.00  
211469 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.  $                                1,244.70  
211470 WISNESS/MONIQUE  $                                   418.83  
211471 WOLF PUP DAYCARE  $                           100,000.00  
211472 YOUNG AT HEART CLUB  $                                8,000.00  
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211473 3-D SPECIALTIES  $                                6,528.75  
211474-211498 PAYROLL-JANAURY 29, 2016  $                           598,655.12  

211499 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $                                9,449.50  
211500 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2  $                           241,278.14  
211501 ND STATE TREASURER  $                                9,550.33  
211502 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT  $                                2,100.90  
211503 PEERY/SANDY  $                                   450.00  
211504 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $                                   282.59  
211505 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I  $                             23,281.62  
211506 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                                   170.00  
211507 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                                   174.18  
211508 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA  $                             18,800.59  
211509 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $                                      38.15  
211510 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $                             11,291.42  
211511 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.  $                           146,246.22  
211512 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.  $                       1,884,185.35  
211513 CROSS/ROBERT  $                                      37.80  
211514 DAKOTA ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION  $                                   800.00  
211515 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP  $                                2,916.15  
211516 DW EXCAVATING, INC.  $                                3,858.00  
211517 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $                                   345.98  
211518 FLAGSHOOTER LLC  $                                1,720.50  
211519 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $                                   942.14  
211520 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA  $                                8,642.78  
211521 LUND OIL, INC.  $                                   756.36  
211522 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $                                   445.59  
211523 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CA  $                                   513.04  
211524 MCKENZIE COUNTY  $                           288,701.51  
211525 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $                                   806.85  
211526 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $                           120,356.72  
211527 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  $                                1,435.94  
211528 ND DEPT. OF TRUST LANDS  $                                2,858.62  
211529 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION  $                                   705.00  
211530 ND WATER RESOURCE DISTRICT ASSN.  $                                   475.00  
211531 ND WATER USERS ASSOCIATION  $                                   150.00  
211532 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $                                   403.70  
211533 NOVAK/LARRY  $                                      33.48  
211534 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC  $                                   149.89  
211535 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                                   203.63  
211536 SANFORD AIRMED  $                             31,958.00  
211537 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC  $                                   593.02  
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211538 VILLANUEVA/FITZ WILLIAM M  $                                      18.88  
211539 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $                                   576.50  
211540 WATFORD CITY/CITY OF  $                                   103.93  
211541 WAWSA  $                                6,801.29  
211542 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $                                   560.00  
211543 AT&T  $                                      41.91  
211544 CENTURY LINK  $                                   161.87  
211545 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                                      44.48  
211546 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $                                1,737.80  
211547 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $                                   102.86  
211548 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $                                4,047.22  
211549 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $                                8,686.79  
211550 ND DEPT. OF HUMAN SERVICES  $                                9,716.06  
211551 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                                4,953.17  
211552 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $                                9,405.19  
211553 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                                      39.95  
211554 VERIZON WIRELESS  $                                7,234.13  
211555 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $                                1,475.37  

211556-211577 PAYROLL-JANAURY 29, 2016  $                           609,869.11  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
February 2, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on February 2, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending January 31, 

2016.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report and 
Minutes as amended to reflect the correct date of January 19.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the bills as presented.  All 

voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Assistant State’s Attorney Neff presented a proposed fee schedule from Epic 

Engineering for providing additional support services on the Reichman Flat Top Road 
lawsuit.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Epic Engineering fee 
schedule as presented by ASA Neff.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
David Low, Targa Resources, updated the Board on Targa projects. 
 
PWD Kanwar presented a proposal for relief from liquidated damages on the 

Northern Bypass Phase I project.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to waive 
the entire liquidated damages fees for Central Specialties.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The Board approved Task Order #2 from KLJ Engineering for Route 12 

Reconstruction, design, coordination, and right of way plats and acquisition.  Kanwar 
discussed right of way acquisitions for both Northern Bypass Phase II and Route 12.  
The Board advised Kanwar to complete right of way acquisitions on both projects. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to change the posted speed limit on the 

paved portion of Route 29 (Northern Bypass) to 55 mph.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for three semi-tractor 

truck bids to Westlie Crossroads – Minot for $119,150.00 per truck.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for five water transport 
trailers to Westlie Truck Center – Dickinson for $88,500 per trailer.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to award the bid for four motor graders 

to RDO for $336,800 each with options.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to award the bid for a used drum roller 

with warranty to July 2017 to Swanston Equipment for $84,750.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for a loader to RDO 

for $244,200.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for the patching 

trailer to Swanston – Fargo for $73,831.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Heidi Brenna, ICON Architects, discussed with the Board options for LEC 

signage and repurposing the existing jail/sheriff space. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:46 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the abatement applications as 

presented by Auditor Svihovec.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Applications were for 
Leighton Trotter (mobile home); City of WC (exempt property); LSS Housing Watford 
City LLC (affordable home credits); Raymond & Billie Jo Morken (correction on lot size); 
First International Bank (correct building value).   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to authorize the “as is” selling, by sealed 

bid, of the following county owned mobile homes: 121 Lincoln Street, 133 Lincoln 
Street, and 133 Kennedy Street.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve signing the revised contract 

with Construction Engineers, Inc.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Budget amendments for 

2015 as presented in the Budget to Actual report presented by Auditor Svihovec due to 
unanticipated expenses or other increases to costs: increase Housing Authority to 
$23,002.59; increase Clerk of Court to $249,902.50; increase Auditor to $489,028.70; 
increase Treasurer/MVD to $450,909.72; increase Recorder to $388,746.33; increase 
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Superintendent of Schools to $71,786.11; increase Planning and Zoning to 
$1,200,399.79; increase Buildings and Grounds to $768,490.59; increase Building 
Construction to $19,232,340.37; increase Elections to $3,385.80; increase Landfill to 
$4,186,457.68; increase County Sheriff to $4,912,491.24; increase County Jail to 
$2,627,514.02; increase Disaster Emergency Services to $233,508.82; increase Risk 
Management to $1,439.67; increase Tourism and Recreation to $81,732.73; increase 
non-departmental budget contributions to $652,100.00; increase District Road to 
$5,000,000.00; increase Veterans Service Officer to $46,411.54; increase Social 
Security to $18,915.88; increase Weed Control to $464,818.10; increase JDA to 
$173,933.88; increase Document Preservation to $88,651.20; increase E-911 to 
$139,213.86; increase 2015 Certificate Fund to $25,132.08; increase Atmospheric 
Resources to $96,409.26; increase County Fair to $76,354.60; increase Health Unit to 
$109,506.26; and increase Historical Society to $10,288.71.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec discussed 3rd and 4th Quarter FICA withholdings which were 

not withheld for employee Brandon Kummer due to an employee payroll record error.  
The Board determined that Kummer should be responsible for the $1,635.81 for 2015 
and the $135.01 for 2016 employee share of FICA on a payroll deduction of $73.78 per 
pay period over the remaining 24 pay periods in 2016.   

 
Riece Haase, Peregrine Petroleum Partners, Ltd, requested approval for a 

temporary encroachment permit for a well pad on a section line in the Federal 
Grasslands.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the temporary 
encroachment permit with reclamation to be completed by August 1, 2018.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Wild Bison Travel 

Center application for the addition of liquor and wine sales.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, that the County not participate in the 

Continental Resources Holstein and Hendrickson wells in Sections 13, 24, 25, and 36 in 
T153N R94W and negotiate an oil and gas lease.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Historical Society members Frances Olson and Jan Dodge requested that the 

distribution of Historical Society tax revenue be distributed four ways Pioneer Museum, 
Grassy Butte Post Office, Lewis & Clark Museum, Heritage Center, effective November 
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1, 2015.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to distribute the tax revenue four 
ways effective November 1, 2015.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Michael Desmond, G&G Garbage, who recently acquired Dakota Dumpster, 

approached the Board regarding the outstanding Landfill balance of nearly $99,000.  
Mr. Desmond requested that the $26,000 fine be forgiven and G&G Garbage pay the 
remaining outstanding balance.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to accept 
$66,758.38 as payment in full on G&G Garbage Landfill account.   

 
HR Manager Willis requested the approval of 11.35 hours to be donated to 

Lorelei Reed and 40 hours to Cindy Smith.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to 
approve the donation of 11.35 hours of sick leave to Lorelei Reed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The request for Cindy Smith was tabled. 

 
HR Manager Willis reviewed proposed changes and additions to the Employee 

Handbook.  The discussion was tabled and is to be continued at the next commission 
meeting. 

 
The Sheriff’s Department presented their Fleet Management program and 

discussed the 2015 budget amendments/shortfalls with the Board. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Road Agreement 

proposal with JMAC.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:01 p.m. until February 16, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
February 16, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on February 16, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  Absent: Commissioners Anderson and Skarda.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve Planning & Zoning Consent 
Agenda Items 2-6, as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Board.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Item 2: Hiland Crude, LLC – CUP-TXT-ZC-Minor Subdivision -
recommend approval; Item 3: Dakota Access, LLC – CUP - recommend approval; Item 
4: Pinky’s Aggregates – CUP - recommend approval; Item 5: Kirkland Incorporated – 
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ZC-TXT-Major Subdivision - recommend approval; Item 6: Fire Code Resolution - First 
Reading. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and others as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Chairman Cayko appointed Commissioner Skarda to represent the County 
Commissioners during the annual performance review for two NDSU Extension Office 
employees.  The reviews are scheduled for March 10, 2016, at 9:00 a.m.   
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to authorize State’s Attorney Rodenbiker to 
submit a letter requesting that the escrow fund balance for Great American Lodge not 
be transferred to the Receivership and that the funds remain in escrow as they are 
currently being held.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to execute an oil and gas lease with 
Continental Resources Inc., with Rider A, for 0.01 acres in Section 13, Township 153N, 
Range 94W.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to schedule the public hearing for the EOG 
Resources Section Line Closure Request for a section line in SWSE and SESE of 
Section 31, Township 152N, Range 94W.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The public 
hearing was scheduled for March 15, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 
 Maria Effertz-Hanson and Rashan Clark, Hess Corporation, presented Hess’s 
Grievance Mechanism Policy to the Board. 
 
 Larry Novak, Alexander Rural Fire District, requested a budget grant to fund the 
difference between grant funds, $50,000, and the total cost of the trailer and equipment, 
$68,738, for the purchase of a foam trailer to be used by all McKenzie County Fire 
Departments.  Auditor Svihovec will contact NDIRF to inquire about recommendations 
for ownership and insurance when the trailer will be used by multiple fire departments 
and paid for with county grant funds. 
 
 Novak also requested a budget contribution for the difference of the cost of their 
new truck that was not covered by grant funds, approximately $79,000.00.  The Board 
requested that the Alexander Fire District provide a detailed accounting of the full cost, 
less grants received, which shows a balance due. 
 
 Denton Zubke updated the Board on Sivertson Dam. 
 
 Sheriff Schwartzenberger presented a two month training program and estimated 
costs for the Sheriff’s Office.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the in-
state training travel requests from the Sheriff’s Office on the presented training plan 
through April 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Sheriff’s Department 
training vouchers to Dunn County Sheriff for leadership training at a cost of $4,400.00, 
Grand Forks Police Department for tactical training at a cost of $150; MV Deisz 
Consulting for leadership training at a cost of $417.00, Ricochet Gun Works for 
defensive training at a cost of $150.00, and Strengthen ND for grant writing training at a 
cost of $360.00.  Total amount of vouchers approved is $5,477.00.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, that due to the loss of Energy Impact Grant 
funding after February 1, 2016, the rent subsidy reimbursements for law enforcement 
employees will be discontinued, effective the pay period beginning February 21, 2016.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the bid from RoadWorx, LLC, 
for Magnesium Chloride at $1.01 per gallon.  Following discussion, the Board 
recommended that an alternate bid for 38% calcium chloride be added to the bid 
advertisement for next year.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Highway Superintendent Dollinger refreshed the Board on snow plowing and 
sanding practices which include curves and intersections, but not straightaways.   
 
 Heidi Brenna, ICON Architects, showed drone footage of the progress at the Law 
Enforcement Center.   
 

Commissioner Nordby updated the Board on the Law Enforcement Center status 
that Commissioners Nordby and Anderson, along with Facility Manager Nate Carlson, 
would be meeting with the City building committee to discuss shared spaces and shared 
costs in an effort to develop a cost share agreement.  Nordby also reported that any 
change orders going forward would go through the Building Committee first and that all 
requested changes would be brought to the Building Committee for review. 

 
HR Manager Willis finished the review of proposed changes and additions to the 

Employee Handbook. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the donation of 4.35 sick hours 

from Kelsey Aman to Stephenie Davis.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:26 p.m. until March 1, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
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211578 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER  $                        91.26  
211579 ACCUSOURCE INC.  $                      240.25  
211580 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS  $                  1,201.17  
211581 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES  $                      469.50  
211582 AL-JON MANUFACTURING, LLC  $                  2,542.37  
211583 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.  $                        81.50  
211584 AMAZON/SYNCB  $                  1,276.68  
211585 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS  $                  1,822.95  
211586 ANDREW S. MARQUART, ATTORNEY AT LAW  $                      315.83  
211587 APCO INTERNATIONAL  $                  1,436.00  
211588 ARMAG CORPORATION  $                  2,490.00  
211589 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $                      110.00  
211590 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT  $                  1,516.08  
211591 AVI SYSTEMS, INC.  $                      350.00  
211592 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                  1,783.80  
211593 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICE  $                  2,596.00  
211594 BAKER & TAYLOR  $                      597.73  
211595 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.  $                  1,243.74  
211596 BARRETT PHARMACY  $                      204.97  
211597 BASIN ELECTRIC POWER COOPERATIVE  $                  3,167.38  
211598 BAUMAN/BARBARA  $                      155.25  
211599 BAYMONT INN & SUITES  $                        74.70  
211600 BELL/MARY  $                        97.77  
211602 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL  $                      200.00  
211603 BEST/VAWNITA  $                        43.13  
211604 BISMARCK STATE COLLEGE  $                      714.00  
211605 BLUE LUBE  $                  1,530.45  
211606 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.  $                        16.61  
211607 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC  $                      510.43  
211608 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS  $                      359.71  
211609 BREVARD EXTRADITIONS, INC  $                  1,274.83  
211610 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.  $                21,937.50  
211611 BROWN/COREY  $                        52.50  
211612 BROWN/ROGER  $                      550.00  
211613 BUTTONS BY FISH  $                        79.70  
211614 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $                  3,122.94  
211615 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.  $                      742.00  
211616 C&D WATER SERVICES  $                        34.00  
211617 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                      154.17  
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211618 CAYKO/RICHARD  $                      293.00  
211619 CELLEBRITE INC  $                25,054.00  
211620 CENEX FLEETCARD  $                      176.69  
211621 CERTIFIED LABORATORIES  $                      301.24  
211622 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC  $                      297.00  
211623 CHECKERS, INC.  $                        55.00  
211624 CHERREY'S PROPANE  $                  1,007.00  
211625 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.  $                  2,517.37  
211626 COMFORT INN  $                      400.00  
211627 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.  $                  2,947.03  
211628 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.  $          2,608,104.35  
211629 DAVIS/STEPHENIE  $                      209.22  
211630 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC  $                        74.00  
211631 DBA MONDAK SPORTS  $                      249.74  
211632 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL  $                        98.72  
211633 DEHN/JESSIE  $                      210.00  
211634 DELL MARKETING L.P.  $                      760.06  
211635 DEMCO  $                      280.72  
211636 DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY  $                      846.62  
211637 DOKOTA ASPHALT PAVEMENT ASSOCIATION  $                      300.00  
211638 DOLLINGER/KYLE  $                        70.00  
211639 EAGLE COUNTRY FORD, INC.  $                        61.27  
211640 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS  $                  6,030.14  
211641 FARM & HOME SUPPLY-SIDNEY, MT  $                        75.48  
211642 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $                22,590.97  
211643 FASTENAL COMPANY  $                  3,700.86  
211644 FICKEN/MICHAEL  $                        17.50  
211645 FINSAAS/DARRELL  $                        49.45  
211646 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC  $                  7,456.00  
211647 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC  $                      210.00  
211648 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA  $                      657.65  
211649 FORESTRY SUPPLIERS, INC.  $                  2,335.62  
211650 FOSS/BONNIE  $                        50.00  
211651 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK  $                      199.00  
211652 FUGRO GEOSPATIAL, INC.  $              115,302.15  
211653 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME  $                      800.00  
211654 GALLS INCORPORATED  $                  4,296.29  
211655 GEM CITY MOTORS  $                        93.67  
211656 GOULET CONSTRUCTION  $                  6,000.00  
211657 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.  $                      189.00  
211658 HANNAHER'S  $                27,022.46  
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211659 HARRISON/SADIE  $                        93.50  
211660 HAUGEN/LESLIE C  $                      110.40  
211661 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY  $                      147.33  
211662 HDR ENGINEERING, INC  $              165,474.89  
211663 HEADLEY/JEDIDIAH  $                      550.00  
211664 HEDAHL'S INC.  $                  1,611.96  
211665 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.  $                      250.30  
211666 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA  $                        60.00  
211667 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY  $                13,948.32  
211668 HIGGENS/AMBER  $                      236.67  
211669 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS/GRAND FORKS  $                        89.00  
211670 HOME OF ECONOMY  $                  1,683.38  
211671 HORIZON RESOURCES  $                      140.20  
211672 HR COLLABORATIVE  $                      600.00  
211673 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  $                52,786.25  
211674 INTERNATIONAL CODE COUNCIL  $                      630.00  
211675 JACK & JILL  $                  3,164.30  
211676 JAPPE/KAROLIN  $                      405.34  
211677 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN  $                  5,000.00  
211678 JOHNSON/BRANDON  $                      100.00  
211679 JOHNSRUD/ANN  $                      749.20  
211680 JOHNSRUD/ERICA  $                        50.00  
211681 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES  $                      200.00  
211682 JORDAN/SEYMOUR R.  $                        73.44  
211683 KANWAR/SUHAIL  $                      255.80  
211684 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY  $                      236.98  
211685 KNUDSON/JACKSON  $                      260.44  
211686 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.  $                  5,854.00  
211687 KUMMER'S PUMPING  $                      800.00  
211688 LANE/SHARON  $                      250.70  
211689 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES  $                        80.10  
211690 LAROSE/LEANN  $                        33.00  
211691 LASSEY/STEVE  $                86,571.25  
211692 LEBSOCK WELDING  $                        25.70  
211693 LEGEND AUTO BODY  $                13,479.48  
211694 LEWIS/JAY  $                        13.80  
211695 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER  $                        34.44  
211696 LINDECKER/AUGUST  $                      480.00  
211697 LINDECKER/GEORGE  $                      480.00  
211698 LUHMAN/SCOTT  $                        17.50  
211699 M&T FIRE AND SAFETY, INC.  $                50,000.00  
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211700 MADILL/DEWIN-COVENANT ENERGY LLC  $                      350.00  
211701 MARCO, INC.  $                  3,363.71  
211702 MARTINEZ/ED  $                        90.00  
211703 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL  $                        92.50  
211704 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER  $                  2,810.76  
211705 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS  $                      456.00  
211706 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH  $                        21.50  
211707 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $                  6,573.73  
211708 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $                  2,015.00  
211709 MCNANEY/CHARLES  $                        42.55  
211710 MELBY/LORRAINE  $                  6,500.00  
211711 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.  $                  3,160.00  
211712 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SU  $                      695.99  
211713 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC.  $                      189.91  
211714 MONJORES STUDIO HAIR DESIGN  $                      200.00  
211715 MOON/SANDRA K  $                      330.45  
211716 MRACHEK/KRIS  $                        86.25  
211717 MYERS AUTO PARTS  $                           5.96  
211718 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES  $                  1,512.40  
211719 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS  $                      395.00  
211721 ND RECORDERS ASSOCIATION  $                      175.00  
211722 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS  $                17,212.20  
211723 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP  $                20,498.19  
211724 NDAWN CENTER  $                      500.00  
211725 NDEWA  $                      135.00  
211726 NEFF JR/CHARLES  $                      253.64  
211727 NEHRING LAW OFFICE  $                      210.00  
211728 NEMONT  $                        28.50  
211729 NORBY/LYNETTE  $                        37.80  
211730 NORDBY/LORI  $                      287.29  
211731 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES  $                      362.74  
211732 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.  $                      899.30  
211733 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER  $                16,953.00  
211734 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                      618.27  
211735 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC  $                11,123.83  
211736 OFFICE DEPOT  $                      579.04  
211737 OLSON/JEREMY  $                        27.60  
211738 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING  $                      770.67  
211739 PARRISH/CALVIN  $                      650.00  
211740 PAYSTUBZ  $                  1,074.00  
211741 PEERY/SANDY  $                      273.80  
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211742 PERRY/PETE  $                      100.00  
211743 PHARMCHEM. INC.  $                      725.00  
211744 PIPPIN LAW FIRM  $                  5,896.50  
211745 PITNEY BOWES INC.  $                      312.76  
211746 PLAYNETWORK, INC.  $                        29.95  
211747 PRAXAIR  $                      614.04  
211748 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK  $                        80.10  
211749 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO  $                16,208.11  
211750 RECORD KEEPERS LLC  $                        40.50  
211751 RESIDENCE INN MARRIOTT  $                  2,334.09  
211752 RETROFIT COMPANIES, INC/THE  $                  3,590.00  
211753 RODENBIKER/JACOB  $                      254.72  
211754 ROGNESS/MICHELLE  $                      279.74  
211755 ROLFSRUD/NANCY  $                      968.09  
211756 RYAN/KARLA  $                        52.16  
211757 S & S MOTORS  $                      786.44  
211758 SCHEBO/ANGELA  $                        45.00  
211759 SCHWARTZENBERGER/GARY  $                      138.50  
211760 SCHWARZ/TODD A  $                      423.17  
211761 SCOFIELD/JESSIE  $                  1,700.00  
211762 SKARDA/SARAH  $                      150.00  
211763 SKOGLUND/PATRICIA  $                10,620.00  
211764 SNOW-WHEEL SYSTEM  $                  1,894.98  
211765 SPORTS AWARDS  $                        59.90  
211766 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC  $                34,822.12  
211767 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN  $                  4,130.48  
211768 STEIN'S INC.  $                  2,797.22  
211769 STENBERG/CARLYLE  $                26,260.00  
211770 STREICHER'S  $                  1,494.98  
211771 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR  $                        28.50  
211772 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.  $                12,550.77  
211773 SYMBOL ARTS  $                  1,250.00  
211774 THEODORE ROOSEVELT EXPRESSWAY  $                  8,000.00  
211775 THOMPSON/JENNIFER  $                        50.00  
211776 THOMPSON/KAREN  $                        78.62  
211777 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST  $                      374.50  
211778 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC.  $                16,600.00  
211779 TITANIUM PLUMBING  $                      245.00  
211780 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.  $                      191.03  
211781 TRANE U.S. INC.  $                  1,458.60  
211782 TRI-COUNTY GLASS  $                      744.40  
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211783 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.  $                  3,982.98  
211784 TWOGOOD/SCOTT  $                  2,419.39  
211785 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE  $                  2,705.66  
211786 UPPER GREAT PLAINS TRANSPORT INSTITUT  $                  1,200.00  
211787 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS  $                  9,726.58  
211788 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.  $                  3,666.60  
211789 VISA  $                  2,237.53  
211790 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC  $                  4,960.00  
211791 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER  $                      307.21  
211792 WAWSA  $                  3,481.36  
211793 WE INTEGRATE  $                      933.57  
211794 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.  $                  7,368.90  
211795 WESTWIND CONSULTING CENTER, INC  $                      575.00  
211796 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT  $                      150.00  
211797 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.  $                  2,159.19  
211798 WISNESS/MONIQUE  $                        82.40  
211800 XEROX CORPORATION  $                        87.00  
211801 4IMPRINT  $                      705.91  
211802 ND COUNTY AUDITOR'S ASSN.  $                      200.00  
211803 ND COUNTY TREASURER'S ASSN.  $                      250.00  

211804-211825 PAYROLL-FEBRUARY 12, 2016  $              592,017.16  
211826 DAVIS/STEPHENIE  $                      600.00  
211827 SMITH/JEREMY  $                      500.00  
211828 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,I  $                58,115.49  
211829 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.  $                        50.00  
211830 BADLANDS HARDWARE  $                      170.20  
211831 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA  $                91,228.08  
211832 BENTLEY SYSTEMS, INC.  $                  7,474.62  
211833 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE, INC.  $                  1,310.00  
211834 BUXBAUM/SCOTT M  $                  1,500.00  
211835 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS  $                        38.97  
211836 CROSS/ROBERT  $                        37.80  
211837 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP  $                  1,365.00  
211838 DEVENPORT/JEFF  $                  3,500.00  
211839 DW EXCAVATING, INC.  $                  2,765.00  
211840 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY  $                      401.06  
211841 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK  $                  3,295.54  
211842 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC  $                  2,570.00  
211843 J&J HOMES, LLC  $                        25.00  
211844 LUND OIL, INC.  $                      511.46  
211845 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER  $                      366.99  
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211846 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $                      841.82  
211847 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL  $                      317.60  
211848 NOVAK/LARRY  $                        33.48  
211849 O K IMPLEMENT CO.  $                        46.35  
211850 QUILL CORPORATION  $                      283.09  
211851 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                      101.94  
211852 RODENBIKER/JACOB  $                      101.71  
211853 ROLFSON/ROYCE  $                  1,000.00  
211854 ULINE  $                      646.02  
211855 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC  $                      446.02  
211856 VOGEL LAW FIRM  $                      950.50  
211857 WAWSA  $                13,905.66  
211858 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.  $                16,240.21  
211859 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2  $              295,527.93  
211860 ND STATE TREASURER  $                13,485.90  
211861 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT  $                      787.90  
211862 ARMSTRONG SANITATION  $                      560.00  
211863 AT&T  $                        42.42  
211864 CENTURY LINK  $                      162.58  
211865 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM  $                        61.22  
211866 DUNN COUNTY SHERIFF  $                  4,400.00  
211867 GRAND FORKS POLICE DEPARTMENT  $                      150.00  
211868 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.  $                  1,995.55  
211869 M V DEISZ CONSULTING  $                      417.00  
211870 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER  $                      192.57  
211871 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.  $                  4,828.64  
211872 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.  $                  9,267.00  
211873 NEMONT  $                        28.50  
211874 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP  $                  4,792.68  
211876 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $                  8,710.18  
211877 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY  $                        42.95  
211878 STRENGTHEN ND  $                      360.00  
211879 VERIZON WIRELESS  $                  6,414.65  
211880 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF  $                  1,367.06  
211881 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC  $                  9,405.19  

211882-211905 PAYROLL-FEBRUARY 26, 2016  $              600,378.64  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
March 1, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on March 1, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending February 

29, 2016.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills as presented with the exception of three Sheriff’s Office Vouchers for 
out of state travel (Defensive Edge, Douglas Pechtel, John E. Reid).  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Iida Lehto, American Legion Oratorical State Champion, presented her winning 

speech to the Board and those present at the meeting. 
 
  Facility Manager Carlson presented a proposal for $6,580 for installation of an 

emergency shower at the Weed Board building.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Skarda, to approve the proposal for an emergency shower as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Lance Powell, Alexander Rural Fire District, requested a budget contribution from 

the Board to cover the balance due on a crash/rescue truck.  Moved by Anderson, 
seconded by Nordby, to approve a $79,000 budget contribution to the Alexander Rural 
Fire District toward the purchase of a crash/rescue truck.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, that the $50,000 payment made to 

Montana Fire and Safety for a foam trailer is viewed by the Board as a contribution to 
the Alexander Rural Fire District.  The Alexander Rural Fire District will resume 
ownership and liability for the trailer upon delivery.  Emergency Manager Jappe is to 
obtain authorization, in writing, from Phillips 66 to transfer the $50,000 grant from 
McKenzie County to the Alexander Rural Fire District for purchase of the foam trailer.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Powell also discussed obtaining a portion of the building department fees back to 

the fire districts to assist with equipment purchases.  The Board recommended that 
research be done as to what other fire districts in the State are doing for additional 
funding.   
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for reconstruction of 
the Northern Bypass Phase II to Central Specialties, Inc. for $29,881,555.46.  All voting 
aye.  PWD Kanwar reported that Martin Vettleson donated his 28.21 acres for right of 
way acquisition, valued at $56,420.00.  The Board authorized Kanwar to seek proposals 
for engineering services for the Northern Bypass Phase II construction survey. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Landfill Engineering 

services proposal from Burns & McDonnel Engineering Company Inc. for general 
services at $175,000 for 2016 and also the Landfill Permitting services proposal.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jeff Shaffer updated the Board on the function and operation of the Fuel Master 

System.   
 
PWD Kanwar updated the Board that he and HR Manager Willis are researching 

the possibility of separating the Building Department from the Planning Department.  
Kanwar also discussed that they are researching possibly combining the Building 
Department Official and Fire Marshall positions. 

 
Highway Superintendent Dollinger presented proposals from International, 

utilizing the State bid, for the following trucks: Sign Truck Chassis at $84,950.00 and 
Snow Plow Trucks at $341,580.00.  Dollinger requested to replace one snow plow truck 
and purchase two additional trucks for a total of three.  Dollinger also requested 
approval to purchase one sign truck.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve 
the purchase of three snow plow trucks and one sign truck from International, per the 
proposal presented by Dollinger.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve Dollinger’s request to add 

to the gravel stockpiles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Justin Smith, Watford City Public Works Superintendent, presented right of way 

easements and temporary construction easements in areas near the County Shop and 
LE Center, involving 11th Street improvement project.  The Board tabled decision until 
revised easements with legal descriptions are presented.   

 
County Housing Coordinator, Sarah Skarda, updated the Board on her position 

status and future options for expansion of her duties.  Gene Veeder and Brent Sanford 
discussed that Skarda would fulfill a community role as essential workforce housing 
coordinator.  Sanford and Veeder requested that Skarda’s duties include management 
of Wolf Run Village apartments.  The Board advised that Skarda and Veeder work with 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker on drafting a contract for that service. 
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The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. and sealed bids were opened for nine 

county owned mobile homes.  Bids will be awarded at 2:00 p.m. to the highest bidders. 
 
Abatement Applications were presented to the Board.   Alice Olson requested the 

Board purchase all of her property.  Chairman Cayko indicated that the County was not 
interested in purchasing the property.   

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the abatement applications as 

presented, affirming the denial by City of Watford City on all four of applications 
submitted by Alice Olson.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved abetment 
applications were for the following: City of Watford City (exempt properties); Joint 
Venture LLC (2016 mobile homes); McKenzie County Ambulance (emergency 
responder housing); First International Bank (duplicate assessment); Jennifer Jensen 
(abate garage value no longer on property); Harry & Melanie Smith (Veterans credit 
refund); William and Shirley Bottke (correct valuation to match CAMA). 

 
Trevor Hunter, Crowley Fleck Law Firm, representing The Watford Hospitality 

Group LLC, presented information regarding the omitted property tax notice his client 
received from the Auditor.  Mr. Hunter requested an extension of 45-60 days to allow 
time for his client to obtain an independent appraisal.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker 
asked several questions to Mr. Hunter, Tax Director Paulson, and City Assessor Olson 
regarding the assessment process. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the assessment and true and 

full value of $4,259,700 for the omitted building on Watford Hospitality Group LLC 
property, described as IT 2091 part of SE1/4NW1/4 of Section 24, Township 150 North, 
Range 99 West, New Addition, Watford City (Tax Parcel ID #82-46-00150), for tax years 
2013, 2014, and 2015; and to waive the accrued interest and penalty if the taxes are 
paid in full within 60 days (April 30, 2016).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award bid on Property #1 to Dennis 

Rothang for $12,100.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to award bid on Property #2 to Dennis 

Rothang for $15,100.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award bid on Property #3 to Paul & 

Dez Sorenson for $25,100.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award bid on Property #4 to Dean 
Hepperle for $18,011.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to award bid on Property #5 to Ken 

Sanford for $21,000. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to award bid on Property #6 to Dennis 

Rothang for $12,100.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award bid on Property #7 to Dennis 

Rothang for $12,100.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award bid on Property #8 to Paul & 

Dez Sorenson for $22,599.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to award bid on Property #9 to Doug 

Williamson for $30,300.00. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Dennis Rothang stated he only wanted Property #6.  Rothang declines his bids 

on Properties 1, 2, and 7.  Properties 1, 2, and 7 will go to next highest bidder. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to reconsider Properties 1, 2, and 7 

and to award bids on Proprieties 1, 2, and 7 to Watford City Enterprises, LLC for $9,000 
each.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to provide a 30 day notice to terminate the 

lot leases with Watford City Enterprises.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board of Commissioners recessed to the County Park Board at 2:37 p.m., 

reconvening at 3:15 p.m. 
 
Brent Bogar, NDAOGPC, presented updated revenue forecasts as follows: 

GPT Distribution to Political Subdivisions (State Forecast): $630 Million down to $438 
Million.  Biennium County General Fund: $35 Million at $20/barrel; $40 Million at 
$25/barrel; $47 Million at Average (includes OMB forecast). 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve Law Enforcement Center 

Change Order #1 for $185,835.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Assistant State’s Attorney Neff updated the Board on status of Flat Top Road 

lawsuit.  Mediation has taken place and was not successful.  Neff also explained that 
charges on the bill from Epic Engineering were for review of survey records, deposition 
and preparation for mediation. 
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State’s Attorney Rodenbiker discussed Dunn County’s litigation with ND 

Industrial Commission regarding siting waste treatment facilities without county 
approval.  The Board supported Rodenbiker pursuing support from neighbor counties 
and/or the NDACo in support of Dunn County’s position. 

 
Rodenbiker informed the Board that County vs. Buzick Quiet Title Action has 

been dismissed and recommended that no further action be taken.  Moved by 
Anderson, seconded by Best, to follow the recommendation of State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker on the County vs. Buzick Quiet Title Action.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the C.E. Brooks Quiet Title Action 
litigation pursuant to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to 
move into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, 
aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 4:20 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud; Auditor Svihovec.  Executive Session was adjourned at 4:30 p.m. The public 
was invited to return to the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.  
During Executive Session a motion was made to adopt the advice of the outside 
counsel. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the Great American Lodge escrow 
agreement pursuant to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, 
to move into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, 
aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 4:35 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud; Auditor Svihovec.  Executive Session was adjourned at 4:45 p.m. The public 
was invited to return to the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.  
During Executive Session a motion was made to adopt the advice of State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented two sick leave donation requests.  Moved by Best, 

seconded by Skarda, to approve the sick leave donation of Debbie Johnston (40 hours), 
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Sandy Meyer (40 hours), and Jeff Shaffer (40 hours) to Cindy Smith.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the sick leave 
donation of Lloyd Clock (40 hours), Mike Ficken (20 hours), Tony Blass (20 hours), Max 
Kasner (20 hours), Ryan Sinclair (20 hours), Travis Bateman (20 hours), and Korey 
Lass (20 hours) to Bob Perry.  All voting aye, motion carried.  HR Manger Willis also 
presented a donated sick leave request for Nicole Shahin but had not received any 
information regarding length of time out or when she would return. The Board tabled this 
request until more information can be obtained.   

 
The Board tabled the Personnel Policy review to the March 15, 2016, meeting. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to reconsider the motion for setting the 

omitted property building value.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the assessment and true and 

full value of $4,259,700 for the omitted building on Watford Hospitality Group LLC 
property, described as IT 2091 part of SE1/4NW1/4 of Section 24, Township 150 North, 
Range 99 West, New Addition, Watford City (Tax Parcel ID #82-46-00150), for tax years 
2013, 2014, and 2015; and to waive the accrued interest and penalty if the taxes are 
paid in full within 60 days (April 30, 2016) without protest or appeal.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 5:24 p.m. until March 15, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

March 15, 2016 
 

At 11:00 a.m. Commissioners Cayko, Best, Nordby, and Skarda participated in a 
tour of the Hahn McKenzie Park Apartment complex with Superintendent Holen, Mayor 
Sanford, Gene Veeder, and Sarah Skarda prior to the meeting reconvening at 1:00 p.m. 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on March 15, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  
Absent: Commissioner Anderson.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 
p.m. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Planning & Zoning 
Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved was Oneoke 
“Spring Creek” – CUP.  Denied was West Dakota Water – CUP. 
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RESOLUTION PERMITTING OBSTRUCTION OF SECTION LINE 
 

WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 
152 North, Range 94 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 

All in Township 152 North, Range 94 West of the 5th P.M. 
 

Beginning at a point in the SW1/4SE1/4 of Section 31, T152N, R94W, 5th P.M. 
which bears N87°30’28”E 748.64’ from the South ¼ corner of said Section 31, thence 
S89°57’56”E 881.77’; thence S01°00’04”E 8.60’; thence S67°51’20”W 64.64’; thence 
N89°57’54”W 546.08’; thence N00°07’32”E 23.91’; thence N88°04’45”W 276.18’ to the 
point of beginning.  Contains 0.471 acres more or less. 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, March 15, 2016 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 

WHEREAS, the petitioner and the Commissioners agreed that written permission 
to obstruct the section line right of way rather than closing the section line was a more 
appropriate solution, and  
 

WHEREAS, the section line described above does not have an improved road 
and is not traveled by the public, and 
 

WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of 
allowance of the obstruction of said section line as above described, on motion made by 
Commissioner Nordby, seconded by Commissioner Best, and a vote of 4 aye and 0 
nay,  
 

IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
relief agreed to and hereby permitting the section line to be obstructed as described.   
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to adopt the Law Enforcement Services 
Memorandum of Agreement between McKenzie County and the City of Alexander.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Facilities Agreement with 
the City of Arnegard for January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016 as presented.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the water bills and others as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Watford City Public Works Director, Justin Smith, presented a Temporary 
Construction Easement for Parcel No. 30-5A part of Lot 1, Block 1 in Peace and Justice 
Addition; as well as a Right of Way and Utility Corridor Easement for Parcel No. 29-1 
part of Lot 1, Block 2, Peace and Justice Addition.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by 
Best, to table decision on easements until the next meeting, allowing time for SA 
Rodenbiker to review the documents.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Watford City Police Chief, Art Walgren, invited the Board to participate in Keith 
Braddock Memorial Dedication to be held on March 20, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at the Civic 
Center. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger inquired as to the status of 2015 and 2016 Watford 

City Jail Facilities Agreement.  Auditor Svihovec reported that she had provided copies 
of the most recent agreement as well as the calculations used to arrive at the contract 
agreement amount and reminded the Board that they had directed the Sheriff, early in 
2015, to work with the Chief Walgren on developing an agreement for 2015 and 2016. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the resolution declaring a 
Fire Emergency and Burn Bank for McKenzie County. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Fire Emergency and Burn Ban Resolution for McKenzie County, North Dakota 
 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota has very dry conditions with 

significant fuel supplies available; and 
 
WHEREAS, McKenzie County, North Dakota has sustained or been threatened 

with rural fires as of this date, and the McKenzie County Department of Emergency 
Services has been in consultation with local fire departments; and 

 
WHEREAS, all available resources remain committed to protecting life and 

property; and 
 
WHEREAS, the cost of response, inordinate equipment wear and fire damages 

may be in excess of County resources. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of McKenzie County 

Commissioners declare a Fire Emergency and Burn Ban to include a ban on ignition of 
fireworks, garbage burning, campfires, burning of farm or crop land and unnecessary 
off-road motorized travel when the North Dakota Rangeland Fire Index is in the High, 
Very High, or Extreme category and/or a Red Flag Warning has been issued for 
McKenzie County, North Dakota.  The daily Rangeland Fire Index can be found at the 
following web site:  http://www.crh.noaa.gov/bis/?n=fire_weather_public 
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ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO WILLFULLY VIOLATES THE BURN BAN IS GUILTY 
OF A CLASS B MISDEMEANOR (NDCC 37-17.1-10.1: MAXIMUM SENTENCE OF 30 
DAYS IN JAIL AND A $1500 FINE), AND RESTITUTION OF FIRE SUPRESSION 
COSTS MAY BE SOUGHT FROM THE COURT. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Watford Hospitality Group 
LLC to receive the 5% discount on 2015 taxes if paid in full by April 30, 2016; and to 
acknowledge that by statute, the 2015 taxes can be paid in two installments (halves) 
without penalty, if the first installment is paid by March 1, 2016 and the second 
installment is paid by October 15, 2016, so that the second installment would not accrue 
interest or penalty provided it is paid by October 15, 2016, according to the Watford 
Hospitality Group LLC Tax payment options spreadsheet presented to the Board, which 
was the spreadsheet previously emailed to Trevor Hunter who represents the WHG. All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Central Specialties Inc. 
construction contract, with stipulated price, for Northern Bypass Phase 2. All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Property Management 

Agreement for Housing Coordinator to manage Wolf Run Village per agreement terms 
as presented, effective March 15, 2016.  Cayko, Best, Nordby all voting aye, with 
Skarda abstaining, motion carried. 

 
Wayne Olson and Butch Fleck have both expressed interest in filling the vacant 

position on the Planning and Zoning Board.  Following discussion regarding both 
individuals, and acknowledging that both individuals would be excellent Planning & 
Zoning Board members, it was moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to appoint 
Butch Fleck to serve 4 year term on the Planning & Zoning Board with a term expiring 
January 31, 2020.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Public Works Director Kanwar presented a flood plain map and requested 

signature authorization for Jeff Shaffer to sign the Community Acknowledgement Form 
on County’s behalf for the Hawk Creek Development floodway designation.  Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to table the signature authority for the Community 
Acknowledgement Form.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve purchasing 40,000 yards 

crushed scoria from Rink Construction at $12.00/yard (5 year stockpile agreement). All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Highway Superintendent Dollinger presented a proposal for fencing the 32 acres 

purchased from Hegg’s for the new county shop site from Dakota Fence for 
$127,820.00.  Board suggested signing the site immediately. 
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Dollinger requested approval to seek RFP for reconstruction of 8.1 miles for 
Route 31 improvements with an estimated cost of $1.2 Million, (cement work $800,000 
and $300,000 for gravel).  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Dollinger 
to seek a RFP for 8.1 miles of gravel reconstruction on Route 31.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented several sick leave donation requests to the Board.   

Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the request for sick leave donation to 
Nicole Shahin as follows: Lloyd Clock 40 hours, Mike Ficken 20 hours, Ryan Sinclair 20 
hours, Corey Lass 20 hours, and Catlin Sitting Bear 20 hours.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to deny Kelsey Aman’s sick time 
donation to Sharon Lane in the amount of 39 hours and to Karen Thompson in the 
amount of 100 hours.  All voting aye, motion carried.  The Board authorized Willis to 
solicit donation of sick leave for Lane from current employees because Aman has 
submitted her termination notice. 
 

HR Manager Willis presented a position description and classification for 
Assistant County Engineer.   Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the 
Assistant Engineer position description, without changing any current employee 
classifications.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the Flat Top Road Lawsuit pursuant to 
NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss pending litigation.  Roll call vote: Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, 
aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 4:10 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; Assistant State’s Attorney Neff; and Auditor Svihovec.  
Executive Session was adjourned at 4:36 p.m. The public was invited to return to the 
meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.   

 
SA Rodenbiker updated the Board on the escrow agreement with Great 

American Lodge.  Attorneys for Great American Lodge requested the Board reconsider 
their request to deposit the escrow funds with another escrow agent.  Rodenbiker 
discussed options for the funds held in escrow. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to direct State’s Attorney Rodenbiker to 

seek authorization to deposit Great American Lodge escrow funds in a McKenzie 
County held Trust account.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve sick leave donations to Sharon 
Lane from Malissa Schroeder in the amount of 30 hours and Sandy Meyer in the 
amount of 5 hours.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
HR Manager Willis reported that Social Services Director Des Sorenson 

indicated that Karen Thompson will have a 6 month checkup at the end of April and that 
her employment status would be reviewed at that time. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to deny Karen Thompson’s request for 

donated sick leave, as she is able to work 30 hours per week and is earning 4 hours of 
vacation and sick leave each pay period that can be used to assist in making up lost 
hours.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. until April 5, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

Warrant # Vendor Name Amount 
211906 A-1 AUTO GLASS                           $        1,608.34 
211907 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                         $           293.40 
211908 ACCUSOURCE INC.                          $           476.75 
211909 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                $           755.19 
211910 AL-JON MANUFACTURING, LLC                $             83.24 
211911 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          $           165.50 
211912 AMAN/KELSEY                              $        1,149.75 
211913 AMAZON/SYNCB                             $           365.32 
211914 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   $             49.56 
211915 ANDERSON REFRIGERATION                   $           374.95 
211916 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       $        2,436.90 
211917 APCO INTERNATIONAL                       $             50.00 
211918 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     $           110.00 

211919 
ARNOLD AND BORGNY RENBARGER FAMILY 
TRUST $       12,800.00 

211920 ATTIC/THE                                $        6,244.00 
211921 AVI SYSTEMS, INC.                        $        1,340.40 
211922 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        $           176.23 
211923 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES   $        2,912.00 
211924 BAKER & TAYLOR                           $           113.45 
211925 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              $        9,487.50 
211926 BARRETT PHARMACY                         $           556.28 
211927 BAYMONT INN & SUITES                     $           801.00 
211928 BEICEGEL STATION                         $           131.59 
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211929 BELL/MARY                                $           118.04 
211930 BERG'S 24 HR TOWING                      $           125.00 
211931 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL          $           376.18 
211932 BLUE LUBE                                $           357.99 
211933 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                $           279.06 
211934 BOBCAT OF WILLISTON                      $           517.12 
211935 BORDER STEEL                             $             31.58 
211936 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          $        1,058.62 
211937 BRUINS/GENEVIEVE                         $       13,680.00 
211938 BURNS & MCDONNELL                        $           265.14 
211939 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT DAILY                $             97.00 
211940 BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY                 $             39.84 
211941 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            $        8,368.39 
211942 C&D WATER SERVICES                       $             85.00 
211943 CARLSON/MARK DANIEL                      $           195.00 
211944 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      $             89.25 
211945 CAYKO/RICHARD                            $           754.28 
211946 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 $     185,394.88 
211947 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     $        5,240.15 
211948 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                   $           290.00 
211949 CHARM-TEX,INC.                           $        1,174.98 
211950 CHECKERS, INC.                           $             55.00 
211951 CHERREY'S PROPANE                        $        1,159.00 
211952 CHISHOLM/AARON                           $             21.07 
211953 COAL COUNTRY CHC                         $           214.00 
211954 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.         $        1,037.13 
211955 COMFORT INN                              $           640.00 
211956 COMMAND CENTER, INC                      $           228.00 
211957 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           $        2,947.03 
211958 COOK/RECECCA                             $             10.50 
211959 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES                      $           283.60 
211960 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    $        1,343.00 
211961 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 $           208.30 
211963 DEHN/JESSIE                              $             45.50 
211964 DYPEX GREASE AND LUBRICANTS              $        2,735.00 
211965 EIDE BAILLY                              $        5,950.00 
211966 EPIC ENGINEERING                         $        6,949.55 
211967 FAMILY CRISIS SHELTER, INC.              $           250.00 
211968 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                $       14,537.14 
211969 FASTENAL COMPANY                         $        1,873.59 
211970 FICKEN/MICHAEL                           $           168.00 
211971 FINSAAS/DARRELL                          $             46.44 
211972 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     $        4,214.00 
211973 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                       $        3,602.00 
211974 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                 $        1,106.10 
211975 FORESTRY SUPPLIERS, INC.                 $             31.57 
211976 FOSS/BONNIE                              $           287.22 
211977 FULK/NICK                                $             35.00 
211978 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   $           248.75 
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211979 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.     $        1,266.99 
211980 GALLS INCORPORATED                       $        9,596.80 
211981 GARMANS FLOORING                         $           248.99 
211982 GOULET CONSTRUCTION                      $        7,000.00 
211983 GRAND FORKS POLICE DEPARTMENT            $           200.00 
211984 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.        $             27.00 
211985 GUNDERSON/EUGENE A.                      $        7,640.00 
211986 HAMPTON INN & SUITES                     $           400.50 
211987 HANNAHER'S                               $           484.73 
211988 HARRISON/SADIE                           $           463.08 
211989 HAUGE/LORI                               $           352.90 
211990 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                  $           188.98 
211991 HAZEN DRUG COMPANY                       $             15.97 
211992 HDR ENGINEERING, INC                     $     188,428.36 
211993 HEADLEY/JEDIDIAH                         $             28.00 
211994 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR   $           650.00 
211995 HEDAHL'S INC.                            $           408.01 
211996 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     $        2,228.24 
211997 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY                  $        6,446.96 
211998 HIGGENS/AMBER                            $             99.73 
211999 HORIZON RESOURCES                        $             83.35 
212000 HOTLINE PRINTING & PUBLISHING            $           449.00 
212001 HUNTING SHACK INC/THE                    $           148.65 
212002 HUTCHISON/KELSIE L.                      $        5,043.00 
212003 HYSTAD FAMILY, LLP                       $       39,820.00 
212004 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 $       65,146.20 
212005 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.                $        1,767.00 
212006 JACK & JILL                              $           162.41 
212007 JAPPE/KAROLIN                            $           461.49 
212008 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW                         $           493.14 
212010 JOHNE BRUINS TRUST                       $       13,680.00 
212011 JOHNSRUD/ANN                             $           100.00 
212012 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                           $           300.40 
212013 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES                     $           200.00 
212014 JOY DENTAL DESIGN                        $           316.00 
212015 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.           $       60,269.90 
212016 KDSR RADIO SERVICES                      $           460.00 
212017 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY                     $           663.84 
212018 KLIMPEL/DARCY                            $           275.00 
212019 KNUDSON/JACKSON                          $             45.50 
212020 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              $             60.55 
212021 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              $        4,756.00 
212022 KUMMER'S PUMPING                         $           400.00 
212023 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    $           388.20 
212024 LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES, LLC              $           711.62 
212025 LEBSOCK WELDING                          $             46.54 
212026 LEGEND AUTO BODY                         $        1,705.29 
212027 LUND OIL, INC.                           $        3,423.97 
212028 MANNING/JON                              $           101.05 
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212029 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE           $        1,078.85 
212030 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                      $        2,777.96 
212031 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS          $           705.00 
212032 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH        $             40.00 
212033 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   $        2,000.00 
212034 MCKENZIE CO. 4-H COUNCIL                 $             90.00 
212035 MCKENZIE COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE        $           600.00 
212036 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             $        1,120.00 
212037 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.               $        2,015.00 
212038 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.            $        5,760.00 
212039 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP  $        1,103.08 
212040 MOODY/JOSHUA T                           $           122.50 
212041 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     $        4,031.51 
212043 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION               $       11,745.58 
212044 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION               $             15.00 
212045 ND DEPT. OF TRUST LANDS                  $       39,630.00 
212046 ND DEPT.OF CORRECTIONS & REHABILITION    $             56.00 
212047 ND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSN.            $             50.00 
212048 ND LTAP                                  $             25.00 
212049 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        $       17,350.00 
212050 ND SHERIFF'S & DEPUTIES ASSN.            $           200.00 
212051 ND STATE TAX COMMISSIONER                $        1,097.34 
212052 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    $       13,814.29 
212053 NDACSSD                                  $             50.00 
212054 NDBOA                                    $           750.00 
212055 NDCCAA                                   $           100.00 
212056 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                       $           615.00 
212057 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                     $        2,676.09 
212058 NORBY/LYNETTE                            $             37.80 
212059 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES        $           526.64 
212060 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.        $           611.88 
212061 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.                      $        3,396.24 
212062 NW SUPPLY AND R&R TROPHIES, INC.         $             34.50 
212063 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        $        2,304.84 
212064 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     $        3,036.31 
212065 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC                     $           610.14 
212066 OFFICE DEPOT                             $           294.97 
212067 OLSON/DOUG                               $             30.24 
212068 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING                $           593.88 
212069 PARRISH/CALVIN                           $           530.00 
212070 PAULSON/KATIE                            $           125.00 
212072 PEERY/SANDY                              $           213.62 
212073 PHARMCHEM. INC.                          $        2,982.00 
212074 PIPPIN LAW FIRM                          $        3,557.50 
212075 POGUE/REBEKAH                            $             41.25 
212076 PRAXAIR                                  $           897.79 
212077 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC                       $       13,610.18 
212078 PUBLIC AGENCY TRAINING COUNCIL           $           590.00 
212079 QUILL CORPORATION                        $           437.10 
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212080 RADIOTRONICS, INC.                       $        1,695.95 
212081 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK                $           480.60 
212082 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE                $           216.00 
212083 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                $       51,010.99 
212084 RED CARPET                               $             64.94 
212085 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LAB, INC.             $        1,103.48 
212086 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC.                 $        4,000.00 
212087 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              $           240.00 
212088 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA               $           773.37 
212089 RICOCHET GUN WORKS                       $           450.00 
212090 RICOH USA, INC                           $           345.00 
212091 ROOKS/KENNETH                            $        2,000.00 
212092 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES                   $           219.90 
212093 S & S MOTORS                             $           848.85 
212094 SALAS/ANTHONY D                          $               6.00 
212095 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          $           274.90 
212096 SCHAEFFER MFG. CO.                       $        3,048.65 
212097 SELECT FORD MERCURY                      $        3,848.32 
212098 SHAIDE/KAREN M                           $             21.60 
212099 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB.                $           397.42 
212100 SKARDA/SARAH                             $           392.52 
212101 SKILLPATH SEMINARS                       $           399.00 
212102 SOLBERG/BRAD                             $           100.00 
212103 SORENSON/DESIREE                         $           325.42 
212104 SPORTSMANS WAREHOUSE                     $        2,950.87 
212105 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                $       21,397.13 
212106 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                      $        2,253.83 
212107 STEIN'S INC.                             $        2,779.89 
212108 STONE HOUSE, LLP                         $       24,620.00 
212109 STREICHER'S                              $        4,029.91 
212110 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR                  $             85.50 
212111 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                        $           252.30 
212112 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CORP.                 $       86,972.27 
212113 TARON/TROY                               $           800.00 
212114 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES                     $        1,026.00 
212115 TASER INTERNATIONAL                      $        1,652.82 
212116 TASER TRAINING ACADEMY                   $        1,305.00 
212117 THOMPSON/DEBBIE                          $       14,494.32 
212118 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                        $           104.00 
212119 THOMPSON/KAREN                           $             73.17 
212120 THOMSEN/MICHELLE                         $           237.48 
212121 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     $           374.50 
212122 TOY/NANCY                                $             12.06 
212123 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                  $        1,975.76 
212124 TRANA/KATHY                              $           103.92 
212125 TRUCK UTILITIES                          $       79,611.84 
212126 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE               $        2,864.78 
212127 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     $        9,955.11 
212128 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                    $        1,156.44 
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212129 VISA                                     $        2,393.50 
212130 WATFORD CITY ENTERPRISES LLC             $        4,960.00 
212131 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER           $             16.20 
212132 WE INTEGRATE                             $           362.55 
212133 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                        $       20,876.57 
212134 WHITED/MICHAEL B                         $             15.00 
212135 WHITEHURST/JEFFREY                       $           370.90 
212136 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   $        1,977.91 
212137 WILLIS/AMANDA                            $           102.41 
212138 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY                  $        4,939.26 
212139 WINCHESTER/LORI                          $           248.40 
212140 WISNESS/MONIQUE                          $             50.00 
212141 WOLLAN/NOREEN                            $        4,880.00 
212142 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION                   $        4,443.70 
212143 WOODSIDE INDUSTRIES, INC.                $        5,679.65 
212144 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY             $           688.50 
212145 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                $     137,437.50 
212146 GTUIT LLC                                $           500.00 
212147 JOHN E. REID & ASSOCIATES INC            $        1,340.00 
212148 MOON/SANDRA K                            $           120.47 
212149 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                       $             90.00 
212150 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                 $       13,444.20 
212151 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             $        9,267.00 
212152 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.     $       95,205.85 
212153 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2           $     223,206.28 
212154 ND STATE TREASURER                       $       95,281.54 
212155 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT      $           572.68 

212156-212176 PAYROLL-MARCH 11, 2016 $     600,015.66 
212177 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC. $       11,714.00 
212178 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                     $             50.00 
212179 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        $             84.49 
212180 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     $       17,729.09 
212181 BIG BOYS TOYS                            $           589.78 
212182 CARROLL/BRIAN J                          $             90.57 
212183 CREDIT BUREAU OF BISMARCK, INC.          $           100.00 
212184 CROSS/ROBERT                             $             37.80 
212185 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      $        1,918.08 
212186 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                      $       12,210.00 
212187 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                $           364.19 
212188 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE            $           235.57 
212189 HACH COMPANY                             $             83.39 
212190 HUNT/MATHEW                              $           321.67 
212191 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC      $        2,575.00 
212192 JACK & JILL                              $        3,004.27 
212193 JELLESED/LEIF L.                         $             38.88 
212194 JENSEN/JENNIFER                          $           839.00 
212195 KELLY INN                                $           480.60 
212196 LUND OIL, INC.                           $           726.69 
212197 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE           $           949.37 
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212198 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   $           422.93 
212199 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE  $           694.68 
212200 MRACHEK/RAYMOND                          $             30.24 
212201 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN.             $           450.00 
212202 ND TOWNSHIP OFFICERS ASSN.               $        2,500.00 
212203 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    $        1,033.70 
212204 NOVAK/LARRY                              $             33.48 
212205 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     $           561.45 
212206 PAYSTUBZ                                 $        1,128.00 
212207 PRO FORMS                                $           190.61 
212208 RAY/KARYN                                $           232.06 
212209 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              $           101.74 
212210 S & S MOTORS                             $           682.49 
212211 SHAFFER/JEFF                             $             73.50 
212212 SMITH/HARRY & MELANIE                    $           701.22 
212213 SMITH/JEREMY                             $             73.50 
212214 SWEARINGEN/LEROY                         $           466.09 
212215 USDA FOREST SERVICE                      $        2,996.28 
212216 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC           $           458.59 
212217 VILLANUEVA/FITZ WILLIAM M                $           283.54 
212218 VOGEL LAW FIRM                           $        5,661.76 
212219 WAWSA                                    $       25,509.07 
212220 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                 $           235.57 
212221 ROHDE/DENNIS                             $        1,048.21 
212222 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     $           568.40 
212223 AT&T                                     $             42.42 
212224 CENTURY LINK                             $           162.58 
212225 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      $             52.48 
212226 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.             $        1,345.55 
212227 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER              $           237.57 
212228 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             $        4,231.16 
212229 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             $        8,771.61 
212230 NEMONT                                   $             28.50 
212231 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              $        4,803.30 
212232 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC                 $           521.04 
212233 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                $             39.95 
212234 VERIZON WIRELESS                         $        6,719.39 
212235 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF         $        1,428.57 

212236-212256 PAYROLL-MARCH 24, 2016 $     580,934.44 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
April 5, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on April 5, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending March 31, 

2016.   Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Facility manager Carlson updated the Board on the holding tank for the fire 

suppression system at the Cartwright Shop, which has a break at an outlet union.  
Carlson is obtaining pricing to repair the leak and will pressure test the tank before it 
becomes operational.  Carlson also reported he is working on getting the crane installed 
at the Cartwright Shop. 
 
 Andrea Lundberg, SkyCorp Construction Group, presented a petition for section 
line closures, Sections 11 & 12, Township 153 North, Range 97 West.  Moved by 
Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to schedule a public for the SkyCorp Construction 
Group section line closure for May 3, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. CT.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve Change Order #2 for the 
Law Enforcement Center project, with a net change of $65.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the distribution formula for 

Bankhead Jones as presented by Auditor Svihovec.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the 2016 Primary Election 

worker compensation as presented by Auditor Svihovec.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to authorize Chairman Cayko to sign a 

letter of support to US Transportation in support of the NDDOT Long X Bridge project.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Jeff Shaffer to sign the 

acknowledgement letter to Ulteig Engineering regarding Hawk Creek Development.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to follow State’s Attorney Rodenbiker’s 

advice to seek receiver approval for the County to hold the funds in trust for Great 
American Lodge.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Chairman Cayko to execute 

the Peace & Justice Subdivision utility easements with the City of Watford City.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mike Dollinger, Highway Superintendent, requested to table awarding the 

stockpile bids until the next meeting to clarify that the low bid is for the advertised 
specifications.  Dollinger updated the Board on Route 31 project and RFPs.  Dollinger 
reported that the custom built equipment and bed for the new sign truck will cost 
approximately $128,000. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to declare an emergency due to 

limited time for pricing and approve Dollinger’s request to trade a 2006 D7 Dozer for a 
2014 JD 750K with a trade difference of $26,300.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board tabled a request for gravel on 26F Street, within the Watford City ETA, 

and suggested that property owners along the road organize and approach city zoning 
for assistance with the road.  The County will not participate at this time. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to authorize PWD Kanwar to move 

forward with advertising for bids on Route 12 reconstruction.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to permanently waive fees for the 

McKenzie County Water Resource District for permits within McKenzie County right of 
ways.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the design proposal for 

128th Ave Bridge from Brosz Engineering for $24,250.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to award the proposal for 
Construction Survey and Testing on Northern Bypass II to Brosz Engineering.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award the proposal for testing 

services at the landfill to MVTL in the amount of $18,643.33.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar updated the Board that the NDDOT has included the Watford City 

to Theodore Roosevelt National Park trail adjacent to Highway 85 in their environmental 
study. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to execute the contract with NDDOT for 

the 130th Avenue project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
GIS Coordinator Chisholm presented McKenzie County workforce housing data 

and statistics to the Board, along with updates on aerial imagery and the RT Vision 
program. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with a public hearing on abatement 

applications.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the abatement 
applications by JJT3C and Dusty Bratsberg as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Dustin Wagner and Terrell Dunn, MudMen Dredging, presented information 

regarding top soil from Arnegard Dam.  The County hauled 61 loads, 20 yards per load,  
(1220 yards total) top soil from Arnegard Dam for the Watford City Park District to be 
used at the Kent Pelton Nature Park project (approved by the Board in January 2016).  
MudMen stated there was 6,500 tons of dirt, which is now missing, and are requesting 
the County pay for all 6,500 tons of dirt since the County is the only known entity to 
have hauled from the site since neighbors had last checked the pile.  Commissioner 
Anderson suggested that a new load be weighed and base the number of loads and 
weight on that measurement.  Dollinger will make arrangements with them to acquire a 
load to weigh to obtain a per load weight to base the number of tons/yards the County 
used. 
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The Board has been invited to attend the IHD Landfill inspection with the State 
Health Department next week.  Commissioners Best and Skarda will participate. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented information on employees taking loans against 

their Nationwide retirement plans.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve 
the Nationwide Retirement Solutions 457B Government Loan program, without making 
any elections and defaulting to Nationwide Retirement Solution’s current plan policy.  
With Anderson, Best, and Cayko voting aye, and Nordby and Skarda voting nay, motion 
carried. 

 
The Board participated in OpenGov and Socrata demos, two companies that 

graphically represent financial data and histories. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the hiring of Jo Rooks, wife 

of Corrections Lieutenant Rooks, as the Sheriff’s Office Executive Assistant.  During 
discussion Commissioner Best requested that it be noted in the minutes that the 
Sheriff’s Office frequently disregards personnel and human resource policies. All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Joint Powers agreement 

for housing prisoners with HACTC (Rugby) and McLean County as presented.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger presented information on inmate counts and proposed 

staffing levels for the new Law Enforcement Center.  Information was presented on K9 
handler compensation.  Sheriff Schwartzenberger discussed policies and procedures for 
the existing jail facility.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the 
McKenzie County Corrections Policies & Procedures Manual as presented for the 
existing jail facility.  During discussion, State’s Attorney Rodenbiker requested that the 
reference to the State’s Attorney reference library be removed as a resource for 
inmates.  Lt. Rooks agreed to remove and change that wording.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The Board discussed that CGL had notified ICON Architecture that a new scope 

of service, resulting from recent construction committee meetings on the Law 
Enforcement Center, was not acceptable to them due to lack of a defined scope of 
service.  CGL therefore respectfully withdrew their contract and will not be submitting a 
new proposal for the level of service that was requested. 
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Commissioner Anderson stated that he is comfortable with the level of service.  
Commissioner Nordby requested to table action on the contract with CGL to review with 
them what level of service and contract may be best in the situation for the Law 
Enforcement Center. 

 
Commissioner Nordby updated the Board on status of City/County cost share 

meetings for the Law Enforcement Center.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker discussed a 
Joint Powers Agreement structure as an operations and administrative method for 
managing the facility. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger requested that Jo Rooks be allowed to start 

employment prior to Monday, April 11. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the request to reclassify a 

temporary truck driver position to a vacant full time position for the Cartwright area.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve the donated sick time request 

to Nicole Shahin by Scott Luhman (20 hours), Tony Blass (16 hours), and Karla Sondrol 
(20 hours).  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Willis reported the Compensation Committee will meet Friday, April 8 at 8:00 

a.m. to discuss proposals and policies from Fox Lawson. 
 
The Board authorized returning acreage adjacent to Jason Leiseth on Northern 

Bypass Phase II right of way.  PWD Kanwar is to present a deed to the Board at the 
next Commission meeting. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:45 p.m. until April 19, 2016, at 11:00 a.m. 

 
April 19, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on April 19, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, and State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
 HR Manager Willis reviewed the revisions in the Employee Handbook.  The 
Board made suggestions for some changes.  Willis will make the suggested changes 
and present a final version to the Board for adoption at the May 3, 2016, meeting. 
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The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m.  Commissioner Nordby arrived 

during the lunch recess. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with the Planning and Zoning Consent 

Agenda public hearing.  Planning and Zoning Director Talbert requested that Item 8, 
West Dakota Water CUP, be pulled from the Consent Agenda and tabled until the May 
17, 2016, Consent Agenda.  Talbert also requested Item 9, Comprehensive Plan, be 
tabled to allow the Planning and Zoning Board to adopt a resolution and file it with the 
County Auditor.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve Consent Agenda 
Items 1 through 7 and to table Items 8 and 9.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Items 
approved are: Item 1: Matthew Stong –VAR; Item 2: McKenzie Electric DAPL-CUP; 
Item 3: McKenzie Electric BEPC-CUP; Item 4: Mark Campbell ZC, TXT; Item 5: Mark 
and Lisa Iverson-VAR; Item 6: Caliber Midstream-CUP; Item 7: North Start Water LLC-
CUP.  Items tabled are: Item 8: West Dakota Water; Item 9. Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and others as 
presented. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on email correspondence 
regarding the Tribal Land transfer issue.  Rodenbiker also provided an update on the 
MudMen Dredging dirt billing.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the bill 
from MudMen Dredging at $10/yard totaling $12,200.00 for 1,220 yards of dirt.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve Karolin Jappe’s request for 
authorization for support for the First Responders Appreciation Dinner, with a budget 
and fund raising amount set at $12,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Special Alcohol Permit 
for Outlaws Bar & Grill for a wedding reception at the Keene Dome on June 4, 2016.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Best updated the Board on the NDIC proposed rules change 
document and presented preliminary comments for Board consideration.  Moved by 
Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to authorize submitting comments as presented by 
Commissioner Best in response to the NDIC proposed rule changes.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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 Larry Novak, Tri Township, presented information and concerns to the Board 
regarding the Indian Hills Disposal/JMAC and proposed increased radioactive levels for 
the site.  Novak requested assistance and support from the County Commissioners in 
not allowing the permit for increased radioactive levels in the Indian Hills Landfill and 
change in current permitted use. 
 
 Deputy Auditor Johnsrud presented a brief tutorial on the new paperless meeting 
software, NovusAgenda. 
 
 Mike Hanson, NDSU Extension Service, notified the Board that Karla Ryan had 
resigned her position as County Extension Agent.  Chairman Cayko appointed 
Commissioner Skarda to represent the Commission on the interview committee for a 
new Extension Agent. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the AVI agreement for 
software licenses and panic buttons along with approval to relocate and/or purchase 
buttons as Facility Manager Carlson deems necessary.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 State’s Attorney Rodenbiker provided an update to the Board on the Great 
American Lodge receivership. 
 
 Commissioner Best approached the Board regarding contracting Brent Bogar, 
Jadestone Consulting, to assist with legislative prep and strategic planning.  The Board 
supported acquiring a proposal from Bogar for consultant services. 

 
Katie Walters approached the Board about a cost share recycling pilot roll off 

program with a facility in Williston.  She is asking the County to pay half of $450/haul, 
shared with the City, estimated to be once per week. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, award aggregate stockpile bid to Go 

Aggregates LLC with a total bid price of $2,007,200.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Mike Dollinger reported that Cartwright Foreman Ed Yadon had passed away 

and that Blaine Karst had been filling in as Foreman.  HR Manager Willis will be 
proposing a promotion and salary for Mr. Karst to fill the position.  Dollinger also 
reported that due to recent rainfall the roads were in very poor shape. 
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PWD Kanwar requested approval for McKenzie Electric Utility Relocation 
Agreement, with a cost of $135,000.00.  Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to 
approve the relocation agreement as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kanwar discussed section line improvements by oil companies that were not 

improved to county standards as landowner permission is not always being sought.  
The Board authorized the Public Works Department to develop a permitting policy to 
bring to the Board for approval regarding section line improvements. 

 
Kanwar requested approval to remove a railroad berm that divides 128th Avenue, 

which would open up access for the road.  The Board directed Kanwar obtain a 
proposal in writing with approvals from all affected parties. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve waiving landfill fees for the 

2016 Pick up the Patch Event, April 25-30.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Kanwar reported that the 130th Avenue project has been finalized with NDDOT 

and will move forward this spring. 
 
Dollinger presented a Cattle Guard permit request from Michael and Daniel 

Dwyer for the Safely Road, Section 5&8, Township 150N, Range 101W.  The Board 
tabled the permit application and requested more information for the permit including a 
map and township approval. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the K9 Handler 

Compensation Plan as presented as follows: $110.00 in taxable wages per pay period 
the first two pay periods of each month for canine care including bathing, brushing, 
exercising, feeding, grooming, cleaning kennel, cleaning transport vehicle, administering 
medication, transporting dog to and from veterinarian, training dog at home.  Also to 
approve back pay compensation to K9 Handler Travis Bateman for the period of March 
6, 2014 to March 31, 2016 in a lump sum payment of taxable wages in the amount of 
$5,280.00 ($220/month X 24 months), with payment contingent on Bateman’s execution 
of a Release of Waiver and Claims related to K9 Handler Compensation.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve HR Manger Willis’s 

proposal to promote Blaine Karst to the Cartwright Foreman position and reclassify him 
to a C41, Step 11, exempt status at an annual salary of $71,614.00 ($34.43/hour), 
effective current payroll ending April 30, 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Duane Sand, North Star Water, discussed the North Star Water CUP from the 

consent agenda. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. until May 3, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

212257 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                          $           142.16  
212258 ACCUSOURCE INC.                           $        1,042.25  
212259 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                 $           918.33  
212260 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES            $             44.00  
212261 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.           $           109.50  
212262 AMAN/KELSEY                               $           801.28  
212263 AMAZON/SYNCB                              $        1,222.83  
212264 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                    $             22.45  
212265 ANDERSON/CARL J. & VIOLET                 $       30,140.00  
212266 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                        $        1,249.70  
212267 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           110.00  
212268 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT                $        1,108.94  
212269 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $        1,325.35  
212270 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES    $        1,754.00  
212271 BAKER & TAYLOR                            $           510.97  
212272 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.               $        2,168.63  
212273 BATEMAN/TRAVIS                            $           160.03  
212274 BELL/MARY                                 $           205.92  
212275 BEST WESTERN KELLY INN                    $           795.51  
212276 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL           $           430.39  
212277 BEST/VAWNITA                              $        3,285.24  
212278 BIG BOYS TOYS                             $           183.92  
212279 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE                      $           348.66  
212280 BLUE LUBE                                 $        1,126.90  
212281 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                 $        5,149.35  
212282 BOHANNON/BRIDGITT                         $           129.50  
212283 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS           $           380.04  
212284 BOWMAN LODGE & CONVENTION CENTER          $           225.00  
212285 BRENNA/OWEN                               $        2,556.04  
212286 BRENNA/TAMMY                              $             38.88  
212287 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                   $       21,165.00  
212288 BURNS & MCDONNELL                         $       48,629.59  
212289 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.             $        3,460.98  
212290 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.             $        9,048.00  
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212291 C&D WATER SERVICES                        $             99.00  
212292 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                       $           290.67  
212293 CARTWRIGHT WELDING SERVICE, INC.          $           232.50  
212294 CAYKO/RICHARD                             $           851.48  
212295 CENEX FLEETCARD                           $           268.64  
212296 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                  $       30,773.28  
212297 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                      $        2,831.21  
212298 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                    $           170.00  
212299 CHARM-TEX,INC.                            $           297.00  
212300 CHECKERS, INC.                            $           330.00  
212301 CHERREY'S PROPANE                         $        1,197.00  
212302 CHOICE RECOVERY                           $           300.00  
212303 CITY OF GRAND FORKS                       $           700.00  
212304 CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT                   $             41.74  
212305 CLOCK/LLOYD                               $           289.20  
212306 COAL COUNTRY CHC                          $           446.00  
212307 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.          $        1,826.21  
212308 COMFORT INN                               $           480.00  
212309 COMFORT SUITES                            $           240.00  
212310 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.            $        2,947.03  
212311 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.               $  4,392,899.46  
212312 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                     $           576.00  
212313 DAYS INN                                  $           209.97  
212314 DEALERS ELECTRICAL SUPPLY                 $               9.83  
212315 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                  $           181.52  
212316 DUNLAVY/CHRISTOPHER L. & CHANNING N.      $        5,740.00  
212317 ENDERUD FAMILY FARM TRUST                 $       21,820.00  
212318 EOG RESOURCES, INC                        $           100.00  
212319 ESRI INC.                                 $       25,000.00  
212320 FAMILY CRISIS SHELTER, INC.               $           111.40  
212321 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                 $       30,232.19  
212322 FASTENAL COMPANY                          $           545.03  
212323 FINSAAS/DARRELL                           $             46.44  
212324 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE             $             50.00  
212325 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                      $        4,267.63  
212326 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                        $        6,548.00  
212327 FOSS/BONNIE                               $             50.00  
212328 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK           $           565.00  
212329 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                    $           641.25  
212330 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.      $             40.54  
212331 GALLS INCORPORATED                        $             33.54  
212332 GARMANS FLOORING                          $        1,618.00  
212333 GEM CITY MOTORS                           $           118.43  
212334 GIERSDORF/KYLE                            $           108.10  
212335 GLACKEN AND ASSOCIATES                    $           735.00  
212336 GRAINGER                                  $        3,348.75  
212337 GRAYBAR                                   $             54.29  
212338 HANNAHER'S                                $       25,080.36  
212339 HARRISON/SADIE                            $           467.42  
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212340 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                   $             85.22  
212341 HAYES/TAMARA                              $        2,089.00  
212342 HAZEN DRUG COMPANY                        $             57.74  
212343 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR    $        5,200.00  
212344 HEDAHL'S INC.                             $           673.27  
212345 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                      $        1,871.56  
212346 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                        $           562.80  
212347 HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY                   $        2,113.35  
212348 HOLIDAY INN/FARGO                         $        2,002.50  
212349 HOLTE/KAREN L.                            $             19.95  
212350 HOME OF ECONOMY                           $        1,136.47  
212351 HORIZON RESOURCES                         $             37.98  
212352 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY                      $           873.36  
212353 HR COLLABORATIVE                          $           200.00  
212354 IBS, INC                                  $        2,489.84  
212355 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                  $       15,709.80  
212356 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.                 $       20,834.00  
212357 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.              $             30.00  
212359 JACK & JILL                               $        3,502.79  
212360 JAPPE/KAROLIN                             $           221.40  
212361 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                         $       10,000.00  
212362 JOHNSRUD/ANN                              $        2,467.22  
212363 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                            $           284.80  
212364 JOHNSTON ENTERPRISES                      $           200.00  
212365 JORDAN/SEYMOUR R.                         $           124.20  
212366 JOST PAINTING                             $        5,750.00  
212367 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.            $     177,845.57  
212368 KANWAR/SUHAIL                             $           160.50  
212369 KELLEY/BETSY                              $           152.50  
212370 KIESON/CAROL                              $           541.97  
212371 KILBY/XAVIER A                            $             20.00  
212372 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $           327.30  
212373 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $     115,778.52  
212374 KUMMER'S PUMPING                          $           400.00  
212375 KUPPER CHEVROLET                          $           462.00  
212376 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                     $           801.00  
212377 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                     $             80.10  
212378 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                     $           210.00  
212379 LASS/KOREY                                $           192.50  
212380 LEWIS/JAY                                 $             12.96  
212381 LIPPINCOTT/KRISTEN                        $             10.50  
212382 LOOMER/LEROY L.                           $       62,420.00  
212383 LUND OIL, INC.                            $        5,494.49  
212384 LYCOX ENTERPRISES INC.                    $       16,950.00  
212385 M&T FIRE AND SAFETY, INC.                 $           112.05  
212386 MANNING/JON                               $             75.28  
212387 MARCO, INC.                               $        2,399.92  
212388 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                       $           602.50  
212389 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS           $        2,836.63  
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212390 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        2,000.00  
212392 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE             $        1,565.60  
212393 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $           717.91  
212394 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.                $        5,387.66  
212395 MCNANEY/CHARLES                           $             39.96  
212396 MCRANDALL MOBILE GLASS, LLC               $        1,985.00  
212397 MEES/MICHAEL                              $           192.50  
212398 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.             $        2,740.00  
212399 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP   $           966.21  
212400 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.              $           895.62  
212401 MONTGOMERY COUNSELING SERVICES            $           200.00  
212402 MOON/SANDRA K                             $           369.92  
212403 MURPHY MOTORS                             $           121.07  
212404 MYERS AUTO PARTS                          $             83.34  
212405 NACRC MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN                 $           815.00  
212406 NAPA AUTO PARTS                           $             28.96  
212407 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RESOURCE   $             40.00  
212408 ND ASSN OF CO. SUPERINTENDENTS            $             50.00  
212409 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                      $        1,183.09  
212410 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION                $               5.00  
212411 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL         $        4,960.00  
212412 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY                       $        2,100.00  
212413 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                     $       23,626.95  
212414 NDACS SPELLING BEE                        $             45.00  
212415 NDPSE - MATHCOUNTS                        $           212.00  
212416 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE                    $       25,700.60  
212417 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY                          $           121.34  
212418 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES         $        2,008.00  
212419 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER         $       11,502.00  
212420 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                         $        1,243.97  
212421 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                      $        4,743.55  
212422 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC                      $           912.00  
212423 OFFICE DEPOT                              $        1,139.89  
212424 OLSON & BURNS PC                          $             13.00  
212425 PARRISH/CALVIN                            $           550.00  
212426 PAULSON/KATIE                             $           251.00  
212427 PAYSTUBZ                                  $        1,146.00  
212428 PEERY/SANDY                               $           300.56  
212429 PERRY/ROBERT J.                           $           339.25  
212430 PHARMCHEM. INC.                           $           650.00  
212431 PIPPIN LAW FIRM                           $        8,700.00  
212432 PITNEY BOWES                              $        1,153.44  
212433 POCHANT/JAIMI                             $        1,000.00  
212434 PPI CONSULTING                            $           475.00  
212435 PRAETORIAN GROUP, INC.                    $        1,995.00  
212436 PRAXAIR                                   $        1,642.80  
212437 PRO FORMS                                 $             87.58  
212438 PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC                   $           660.00  
212439 QUALITY QUICK PRINT                       $        5,998.00  
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212440 QUILL CORPORATION                         $           474.08  
212441 RAMADA                                    $           640.80  
212442 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                 $       47,891.38  
212443 RECORD KEEPERS LLC                        $             82.00  
212444 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           240.00  
212445 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA                $           371.34  
212446 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC.                    $       13,965.00  
212447 RODENBIKER/JACOB                          $           317.22  
212448 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                          $           478.36  
212449 ROMERO/MARSELLA                           $             73.68  
212450 ROOKS/KENNETH                             $             38.50  
212451 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES                    $           109.95  
212452 RYAN/KARLA                                $           932.54  
212453 S & S MOTORS                              $        1,029.90  
212454 SAMUELSON/JERRY                           $           315.74  
212455 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                           $        1,975.00  
212456 SELECT FORD MERCURY                       $           856.44  
212457 SETCAN                                    $           955.50  
212458 SHIPP/ROBERT                              $           376.46  
212459 SIGN SHOP/THE                             $        5,975.00  
212460 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                      $        1,003.75  
212461 SKURUPEY/GREG                             $           103.76  
212462 SMITH/JILENE                              $           341.08  
212463 SOLBERG/BRAD                              $             50.00  
212464 SORENSON/DESIREE                          $           286.14  

212465 
SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION 
CENTER  $     132,974.67  

212466 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                 $       29,442.29  
212467 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                       $           500.68  
212468 STEIN'S INC.                              $        2,977.90  
212469 STREICHER'S                               $           778.44  
212470 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR                   $           104.50  
212471 SUBWAY                                    $           170.00  
212472 SUPERIOR LAMP INC.                        $           645.66  
212473 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                         $           107.21  
212474 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                    $       73,831.00  
212475 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                         $           425.21  
212476 THOMPSON/KAREN                            $           423.60  
212477 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                      $           385.74  
212478 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC.                $       20,000.00  
212479 TIRED IRON REPAIR                         $           130.00  
212480 TITANIUM PLUMBING                         $           875.00  
212481 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                   $        5,367.67  
212482 TWOGOOD/SCOTT                             $           398.52  
212483 U.S. IMAGING                              $        2,058.42  
212484 UNIFORM CENTER                            $           103.85  
212485 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE                $        2,066.26  
212486 UPPER MISSOURI BAR ASSOCIATION            $           200.00  
212487 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS      $        8,801.70  



 
 

296 
 
 

212488 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                  $       10,476.00  
212489 VISA                                      $        2,839.63  
212490 WALL STREET JOURNAL/THE                   $           430.88  
212491 WE INTEGRATE                              $        4,254.63  
212492 WEST DAKOTA WATER, LLC                    $             80.00  
212493 WEST FARGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS                 $           300.00  
212494 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                         $       21,759.26  
212495 WHITAKER/HILLARY                          $           227.06  
212496 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                 $           250.00  
212497 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT         $           100.00  
212498 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                    $        2,182.69  
212499 WILLIS/AMANDA                             $           202.41  
212500 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY                   $             50.00  
212501 WISNESS/MONIQUE                           $           109.40  
212502 WISNESS/PAUL                              $             69.00  
212503 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY              $       16,048.00  
212504 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                 $       82,462.50  
212505 3-D SPECIALTIES                           $        7,522.00  

212506-212525 PAYROLL-APRIL 8, 2016  $     598,437.10  
212526 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA                  $        7,395.70  
212527 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.      $        5,035.58  
212528 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2            $       25,659.84  
212529 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT       $        1,061.41  
212530 ND STATE TREASURER                        $        5,154.79  
212531 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                 $           303.01  
212532 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC.  $        1,752.25  
212533 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                      $             50.00  
212534 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $             65.04  
212535 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                      $       18,996.37  
212536 BRATSBURG/DUSTY                           $           250.78  
212537 COMFORT SUITES                            $           320.00  
212538 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                       $        4,360.05  
212539 DIBBLE/JOSHUA                             $           100.00  
212540 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                       $       35,133.31  
212541 EIDE BAILLY                               $        6,500.00  
212542 ELK RIVER PIPELINE SERVICES               $        3,575.00  
212543 FLAGSHOOTER LLC                           $           826.54  
212544 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                      $           864.00  
212545 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.      $           116.75  
212546 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC       $        2,605.00  
212547 JELLESED/LEIF L.                          $             38.88  
212548 JJT3 LLC                                  $           550.48  
212549 LUND OIL, INC.                            $        1,075.21  
212550 MAINSTAY SUITES                           $           172.00  
212551 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $           424.34  
212552 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $           723.85  
212553 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION             $           558.00  
212554 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                     $           367.10  
212555 NOVAK/LARRY                               $             33.48  
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212556 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                         $             22.58  
212557 RAY/KARYN                                 $           232.06  
212558 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           101.61  
212559 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC            $           456.05  
212560 VOGEL LAW FIRM                            $        2,887.00  
212561 WAWSA                                     $       23,271.51  
212562 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           560.00  
212563 AT&T                                      $             42.42  
212564 CENTURY LINK                              $           162.58  
212565 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                       $             44.46  
212566 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.              $        2,062.55  
212567 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER               $           170.05  
212568 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $        3,140.97  
212569 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.              $        8,170.22  
212570 NEMONT                                    $             28.50  
212571 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $        4,933.73  
212572 SAM-PATRIOT LODGING, LLC                  $           258.86  
212573 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                 $             39.95  
212574 VERIZON WIRELESS                          $        5,745.42  
212575 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF          $        1,210.73  
212576 MUDMEN DREDGING, INC                      $       12,200.00  

212577-212606 PAYROLL-APRIL 22, 2016  $     621,344.94  
212607 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        1,000.00  
416001 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE                  $           966.73  
416002 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE                  $        5,947.37  
416003 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       39,586.66  
416004 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       81,017.92  
416005 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                  $             96.00  
416006 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       30,172.23  
416007 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       16,179.08  
416008 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                  $               5.00  
416009 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       41,794.19  
416010 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                  $             25.00  
416011 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                  $               5.00  
416012 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                  $             15.00  
416013 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                  $               5.00  
416014 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       27,689.06  
416015 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $           173.00  
416016 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND              $       85,149.12  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
May 3, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on May 3, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending April 30, 

2016.   Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Facility Manager Carlson presented a proposal from RTC for purchasing or 

leasing a phone system for the Courthouse.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to 
approve the proposal from RTC for leasing a phone system for the Courthouse with 
$4,977.04 due the first billing and $1,137.04 per month for a five year contract.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson requested from Carlson that the mower attachment for 

the Toolcat be delivered to the Fair Board.  Anderson also reported that the Fair Board 
had requested some assistance with clean up and fencing and will be presenting a 
proposal for Board consideration. 

 
The Board moved the May 17, 2016, meeting to Monday, May 16, 2016, at 

1:00pm and moved the July 5, 2016, meeting to Thursday, July 7, 2016, at 9:00am.   
 
Commissioner Best presented information on GIS Coordinator Aaron Chisholm’s 

position and his current classification C43, verified by Fox Lawson.  Best reported that 
Chisholm has taken on additional projects and done a superb job.  Best recommended 
adding the additional responsibility of tracking requests for comment on various projects 
in the county.  Best requested consideration for an increase in salary for adding that 
responsibility to Chisholm’s job description.  Anderson felt Chisholm needs to be 
compensated for the additional projects he has taken on.  Anderson recommended 
increasing Chisholm’s annual salary to $80,000 or some type of phase in now and the 
balance at budget time.  

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to change classification for Chisholm to 

C43 Step 8, beginning pay period beginning July 3, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 



 
 

299 
 
 

Anderson updated the Board on meeting with Lynn Helms, Oil & Gas Division, on 
well pads that have been constructed and currently obstruct a section line or encroach 
on a section line’s 33 foot right of way in McKenzie County.  Anderson suggested a 
unified approach when working with the companies.   

 
Public Works Director Kanwar presented and reviewed the Board with the 2015 

Annual Report for Road Construction. 
 
Kanwar reported that Engineer Tech Dollinger had met with Milt Madison 

regarding concerns with Route 30 project.  Those issues will be corrected. 
 
Highway Superintendent Mike Dollinger presented a picture of a bridge that had 

been bladed privately and not done to the level the County would require.  Dollinger 
suggested that the companies who are given exceptions during rain event road closures 
should be charged for time and materials after the fact.  His suggested charge was 
$16,000/mile.   The Board requested that a model be developed for various scenarios 
and for it to be presented to the Board for approval. 

 
Recorder Johnsrud reported that she had a new vacancy in her office and will be 

holding off hiring a replacement until she can assess the staffing needs.  Johnsrud also 
asked for approval of some overtime, if necessary.  The Board consensus was to 
approve this request for overtime. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker stated there was nothing new to report on the Great 

American Lodge escrow agreement. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Special Alcohol Permit 

application for the Long X Saloon for May 27, 28, and 29, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Commissioner Best presented information on Jared Torstenson, who was raised 

in McKenzie County and presently serves as an industrial waste landfill permit 
coordinator and field inspector in Colorado.  Best suggested that Torstenson may be 
able to provide consulting services or a recommendation for a consultant that could 
provide objective information and assessment of the IHD permit.  Anderson reported 
that the NDACo is filing an amicus curiae brief supporting Dunn County’s position that 
counties should have more input on landfill permits.  The Board authorized Best to 
move forward with obtaining more information. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to appoint Brad Solberg to fill the 

unexpired term on the Social Services Board, expiring June 30, 2016, and to the full 
three year term, expiring June 30, 2019.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to reconsider the motion for change in 

classification for Chisholm.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to change classification for Chisholm to 
C43 Step 8, with the pay period beginning June 26, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:32 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with a public hearing on Skycorp 

Construction Group’s section line closure application.  Andrea and Gary Lundberg, 
along with Kevin Buntin, spoke in support of the section line closure.  Moved by 
Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the petition to close the section line, 
Sections 10 and 11, Township 153N, Range 97W.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, 
nay; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, nay.  With vote of 3 aye and 2 nay, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the abatement applications 

for Terry Neidhart, Homestead Credit abatement, and Goliath Industries, 2016 Mobile 
home, as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Dave Leftwich, NDDOT, updated the Board on NDDOT projects in McKenzie 

County. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, approved request for authorization of 

reinstatement of credit cards for the following employees with $500 credit limits each:  
Gary Schwartzenberger, Lloyd Clock, Mike Schmitz, Mike Ficken, Ken Rooks, Jo 
Rooks, Kristen Lippincott.  With 4 votes aye and one vote nay (Best), motion carried. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger requested support for a proposal to use the vacant 

landfill cell as a law enforcement firearms training range.  Gravel and dirt work would be 
done by the County Road Department.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to 
approve the plan for a firearms training range as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger presented an estimated 2017 Law Enforcement Center 

manpower budget, with 37 employees totaling $3,416,970.00 (75% of 128 occupancy 
rate).  He stated that the staffing level would remain the same regardless of number of 
beds filled. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve National Sheriff’s Conference 

attendance for the following:  Gary Schwartzenberger, Mike Ficken, Mike Schmitz, Ken 
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& Jo Rooks, with an estimated registration cost of $3,315.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Lt. Ficken presented a JAG grant application for Watch Guard body cameras, 

stinger spike system and defibrillators with 65% of the grant totaling $83,351.45 and a 
35% County match of $44,851.55.  Ficken requested a budget amendment to fund the 
County’s match.  

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the JAG grant application 

and authorize a budget amendment of $128,233.00 and offsetting the grant revenue of 
$83,351.45.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Mayor Sanford and Councilman Voll discussed the possibility of a Joint Powers 

Agreement for operations of the Law Enforcement Center.  Commissioner Best reported 
that JPA’s are successfully working in other communities.  Commissioner Nordby felt a 
JPA would provide a reassurance for continuity for the future.  Voll felt that time on front 
end would create efficiencies for the future.  Sheriff Schwartzenberger stated that long-
term this would be a solution to assure a good working relationship between the law 
enforcement agencies.  The Board supported the request and will begin work on an 
agreement. 

 
HR Manager Willis updated the Board on Emergency Manager Jappe’s driving 

status.  Willis also reviewed the County’s Compensation Policy.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Skarda, to adopt the Compensation Policy as presented.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to adopt the Employee Handbook 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Brent Bogar, Jadestone Consulting, presented a sample of consulting services 

for communications and research that may be beneficial and helpful to McKenzie 
County, as well as facilitating a strategic planning session for the Board.   The Board 
directed Bogar to prepare a proposal for both consulting options to present at the next 
meeting. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:42 p.m. until May 16, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
May 16, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on May 16, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
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Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Planning & Zoning Director Talbert presented the Consent Agenda and 

requested approval for Items 1-7 and to pull item 8 for separate consideration and 
discussion.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve Items 1-7 on the Planning 
& Zoning Consent Agenda.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Items approved were: 1. 
McKenzie Electric Oasis Wild Basin- CUP; 2. JHCK Enterprises LLC- ZC, TXT; 3. 
Marilyn Noonan (0196) – ZC, TXT; 4. Marilyn Noonan (0195)- ZC, TXT; 5. Kraemer 
Mining and Materials- CUP; 6. City of Arnegard Wastewater Lagoon- CUP; 7. West 
Dakota Water- CUP 0016-16. 

   
Discussion was held on Consent Agenda Item 8, West Dakota Water – CUP 

0010-16.  Talbert presented background information on West Dakota Water (WDW) and 
various CUPs they have had since zoning was implemented.  Trevor Hunter, Crowley 
Fleck, introduced speakers who would be speaking in favor of West Dakota Water.  
These speakers included JD from Oasis, James Hammon from Alliance Consulting, Ken 
Royce from Bartlett & West, Drew Poeckes from WDW, Deb Halvorson, WDW, and Jon 
McCreary, WDW.   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to send the West Dakota Water – CUP 

0010-16 back to the Planning & Zoning Board for final review and recommendation, and 
to return on the June 21 Consent Agenda for Board consideration.  With 4 votes aye 
and 1 vote nay (Anderson), motion carried. 

 
Facility Manager Carlson presented a proposal from Kone Crane for the 

Cartwright shop.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Kone Crane 
proposal of $43,581 for the Cartwright shop.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Carlson also discussed re-keying the library and a potential alarm for the fire exit 

door.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the library lock system with 
alarm kit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the abatement for the City of 

Alexander, Lot 9 Block 5 Alexander Original Townsite.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Water bills and other 

bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Nicky Meyer and Jessica Karls, KLJ, presented that some landowners on Route 

12 prefer a permanent easement or Quit Claim deed versus selling the right of way.  
The Board consensus was that this should not present a problem and for Meyers to 
work with State’s Attorney Rodenbiker on the language of the document. 
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Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve Change Order #1 
Northern Bypass Phase II for a savings of $490,681.32; and Change Order #2 Northern 
Bypass Phase II for an additional cost of $78,488.27.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Roadbed Reclamation 

Plan and authorize the Chairman to sign.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
PWD Kanwar requested clarification for the Tervita Road Use Agreement.  

Jordan Becker, Tervita Manager, reported on the maintenance they perform on the 2.3 
miles of gravel road to their site and requested an exemption from all rain event weight 
restrictions. Commissioner Skarda expressed concern about a blanket exemption.  The 
Board authorized Kanwar to grant an exemption to that road during rain events. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for County Route 12 

to Gratech Company LLC for $20,242,240.32.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
GIS Coordinator Chisholm presented a proposal for a new LIDAR image aerial 

spraying project. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the right of way easement 

with the State Board of School Lands on 126th Ave/125th Ave project (Route 36).  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for 8.1 miles of the Route 

31 Recycle Project to Rock Solid Stabilization for $1,176,942.92.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the proposal for Bridge 

Stabilization/Bank Repair at Beaver Creek (Goldsberry Bridge) emergency repair from 
Plote Contracting LLC for $51,860.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of a 2016 Ford 

F250 for the road department; $44,355 retail, net cost of $26,505 after trade in and 
rebate.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the purchase of a handy 

hitch mover for $29,750 less $3,000 trade in, with a net price of $26,750.00.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Dollinger discussed the Distributor/Chip Seal truck to trade in.  The truck is 

shared with the City of Watford City and titled in the City’s name.  The County no longer 
needs the truck and the City has not used it for several years.  Dollinger will discuss 
disposition of the truck with Justin Smith, City Public Works Director. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to direct State’s Attorney Rodenbiker to 
draft a Joint Powers Agreement with the City of Watford City for the combined Law 
Enforcement Center and Jail.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to authorize Chairman Cayko to sign a 

letter to the McKenzie Ranger District commenting that McKenzie County sees no issue 
with the proposed Pastures 3 and 5 Vegetative Management Plan but would like to 
comment should the proposed plan change.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Anderson reported that he, along with Keith Winter and Roger 

Chinn, will be sending a letter supporting Attorney General Wayne Stenehjem’s support 
for western North Dakota in lawsuits with the federal government. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to authorize Karolin Jappe’s out of state 

training, which was arranged in December 2015 and paid for by Homeland Security for 
HWMDTST Certification.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chairman Cayko updated the Board on drain issues at East Fairview and 

requested authorization to pursue options for fixing the issue. 
 
Commissioner Skarda notified the Board that Tri Township Chairman Larry 

Novak will be attending the June 7 meeting regarding the IHD Landfill permit. 
 
The Board agreed to a tour of the Event Center on June 21 at 10:00am. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the annual Sales Agreement 

with AVI for $1,365.33.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Best left the meeting at 3:55 p.m. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the amended Cell Phone 

Use Policy as presented by HR Manager Willis.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve removing “Longevity Bonus” 

from the list of benefits on page 27 of the Employee Handbook.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve hosting a NDPERS 

Retirement Workshop in November.  The employee would be responsible for the $20 
registration fee and, upon supervisor approval, would be allowed to attend without 
having to use vacation time. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve State’s Attorney 

Rodenbiker’s request for McKenzie County to apply for participation in a Behavior 
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Health Services program utilizing the State’s Attorney’s Office, Human Services, and 
the Sheriff’s Office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:17 p.m. until May 25, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Special Meeting — May 25, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on May 25, 2016. Present: Commissioners, Doug Nordby, Vawnita Best, Kathy 
Skarda, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz. 
Absent: Commissioners Richard Cayko and Ron Anderson.  Vice Chairman Nordby 
called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. 
 
 Discussion was held on the comment letter to the Bureau of Land Management 
regarding the proposed Resource Management Planning Rule 2.0. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to send the letter to the Bureau of Land 
Management requesting an extension of the comment period and to authorize the Vice 
Chairman to sign. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 10:09 a.m. until June 7, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

212608 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                         179.50 
212609 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                703.18 
212610 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES           702.00 
212611 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          146.00 
212612 ALSUP/ADAM FREEMAN                       5.00 
212613 AMAZON/SYNCB                             3,510.20 
212614 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS          184.73 
212615 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   698.53 
212616 AMERICINN                                160.20 
212617 AMERICINN MOTEL & SUITES                 112.90 
212618 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       1,168.70 
212619 APPLIED CONCEPTS                         352.00 
212620 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     110.00 
212621 ARNEGARD/STACY                           180.60 
212622 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        854.14 
212623 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES   2,350.00 
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212624 BAKER & TAYLOR                           1,283.33 
212625 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              3,938.00 
212626 BARRETT PHARMACY                         386.77 
212627 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC.                 5,450.00 
212628 BEICEGEL STATION                         38.96 
212629 BELL/MARY                                250.34 
212630 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL          1,079.10 
212631 BEST/VAWNITA                             40.50 
212632 BIG BOYS TOYS                            12,918.43 
212633 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE                     183.04 
212634 BLUE LUBE                                60.00 
212635 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                1,737.43 
212636 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC.                       1,055.00 
212637 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          821.10 
212638 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                  34,807.50 
212639 BURNS & MCDONNELL                        11,816.99 
212640 BUTTONS BY FISH                          606.00 
212641 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            6,628.13 
212642 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            1,397.00 
212643 C&D WATER SERVICES                       68.00 
212644 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      77.80 
212645 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       3,565.00 
212646 CAYKO/RICHARD                            705.68 
212647 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     1,389.27 
212648 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                   192.75 
212649 CHARM-TEX,INC.                           1,025.98 
212650 CHECKERS, INC.                           220.00 
212651 CHERREY'S PROPANE                        731.50 
212652 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.         656.07 
212653 COMFORT INN                              240.00 
212654 COMFORT SUITES                           160.00 
212655 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           2,947.03 
212656 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.              2,416,352.07 
212657 DAKOTA FENCE                             465.00 
212658 DALIN/VERLON                             500.00 
212659 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES                      283.60 
212660 DAVIS/STEPHENIE                          38.96 
212661 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    84.00 
212662 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 141.82 
212663 DELL MARKETING L.P.                      268.96 
212664 DEMCO                                    615.83 
212665 DOWNTOWNER BAR & CAFE/THE                55.00 
212666 DYPEX GREASE AND LUBRICANTS              4,035.00 
212667 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                37,400.90 
212668 FASTENAL COMPANY                         2,092.31 
212669 FINSAAS/DARRELL                          46.44 
212670 FLEET SAFETY EQUIPMENT INC               2,397.66 
212671 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     4,288.00 
212672 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                       2,455.00 
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212673 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                 1,049.54 
212674 FOSS/BONNIE                              287.22 
212675 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK          597.00 
212676 FREELINC                                 640.31 
212677 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   1,772.50 
212678 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.     2,082.71 
212679 GEFROH WENTZ/KAYLA                       242.86 
212680 GIERSDORF/KYLE                           338.72 
212681 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.        27.00 
212682 HANDCUFF WAREHOUSE                       50.00 
212683 HARRISON/SADIE                           617.17 
212684 HAUGE/LORI                               349.35 
212685 HAUGEN/LESLIE C                          69.12 
212686 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                  766.30 
212687 HAZEN DRUG COMPANY                       96.64 
212688 HDR ENGINEERING, INC                     43,112.16 
212689 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR   1,467.88 
212690 HEDAHL'S INC.                            18.64 
212691 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     1,726.01 
212692 HERRERA/NOEL PABLO                       110.00 
212693 HIGGENS/AMBER                            104.76 
212694 HOLIDAY INN/FARGO                        961.20 
212695 HORIZON RESOURCES                        35.62 
212696 HOWELL MUNITIONS & TECHNOLOGY            1,918.14 
212697 HP INC.                                  4,386.90 
212698 IBS, INC                                 2,438.89 
212699 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 39,123.88 
212700 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                 2,883.55 
212701 INVESTORS MANAGEMENT MARKETING           500.00 
212702 JACK & JILL                              2,571.53 
212703 JEFFERSON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE        12.00 
212704 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                        5,073.00 
212705 JOHNSRUD/ANN                             450.90 
212706 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                           50.00 
212707 JORDAN/SEYMOUR R.                        125.06 
212708 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.           148,435.50 
212709 KANWAR/SUHAIL                            241.80 
212710 KAREN KLEIN MEDIATION, LLC               2,607.50 
212711 KIESON/CAROL                             266.20 
212712 KIMBALL MIDWEST                          243.42 
212713 KLANG/DEREK                              62.66 
212714 KLIMPEL/DARCY                            8,000.00 
212715 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              3,866.67 
212716 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              12,272.83 
212717 KUMMER'S PUMPING                         400.00 
212718 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    80.10 
212719 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    75.00 
212720 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                34.90 
212721 LEWIS/JAY                                12.96 
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212722 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER                122.70 
212723 LIPPINCOTT/KRISTEN                       57.80 
212724 LUND OIL, INC.                           4,342.61 
212725 LYLE SIGNS INC.                          2,155.00 
212726 M&T FIRE AND SAFETY, INC.                1,438.43 
212727 MANN/RUTHIE MICHELLE                     265.00 
212728 MATHISON CO./THE                         1,794.60 
212729 MATTHEWS-KASNER/MAXWELL                  56.00 
212730 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                      3,896.12 
212732 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   2,000.00 
212733 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE            973.20 
212734 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.               7,389.00 
212735 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.            1,860.00 
212736 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP  1,596.34 
212737 MICROMARKETING LLC                       35.99 
212738 MONDAK DOOR, LLC                         250.00 
212739 MOON/SANDRA K                            182.03 
212740 MRACHEK/KRIS                             81.00 
212741 MYERS AUTO PARTS                         203.56 
212742 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RESOURCE  940.00 
212743 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     1,476.15 
212744 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R.           940.68 
212745 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        5,105.00 
212746 ND RECORDERS ASSOCIATION                 100.00 
212747 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS            16,649.40 
212748 ND STATE UNIVERSITY                      469.00 
212749 NDAAO                                    400.00 
212750 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    33,632.73 
212751 NDPHA                                    30.00 
212752 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY                         245.40 
212753 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    4.00 
212754 NORTH DAKOTA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION  930.00 
212755 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES        1,809.52 
212756 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        2,470.26 
212757 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     3,981.61 
212758 OLSON/DOUG                               30.24 
212759 OLSON/JEREMY                             38.88 
212760 PARRISH/CALVIN                           1,600.00 
212761 PARSHALL LUMBER & SUPPLY                 1,792.97 
212762 PAYSTUBZ                                 1,176.00 
212763 PEERY/SANDY                              291.82 
212764 PERRY/ROBERT J.                          49.50 
212765 PHARMCHEM. INC.                          550.00 
212766 PIPPIN LAW FIRM                          3,890.00 
212767 PITNEY BOWES INC.                        590.71 
212768 PK SAFETY SUPPLY                         436.00 
212769 PRAXAIR                                  183.45 
212770 PRINTERS/THE                             266.97 
212771 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC                       2,422.59 



 
 

309 
 
 

212772 PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SERVICES              153.75 
212773 PROTECTION SYSTEMS, INC                  400.00 
212774 PSTC                                     109.00 
212775 RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL                    160.20 
212776 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                1,654,662.34 
212777 RED CARPET                               75.54 
212778 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              240.00 
212779 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA               124.84 
212780 RICOCHET GUN WORKS                       300.00 
212781 RICOH USA, INC                           345.00 
212782 RODENBIKER/JACOB                         51.84 
212783 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                         601.24 
212784 ROMERO/MARSELLA                          102.54 
212785 ROOKS/JO                                 238.56 
212786 ROOS/RON                                 45.00 
212787 ROUSU/REINO                              39.28 
212788 RTVISION, INC.                           8,600.00 
212789 RUMMEL/PATRICK                           121.90 
212790 RYAN/KARLA                               89.40 
212791 S & S MOTORS                             759.96 
212792 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          670.64 
212793 SANFORD HEALTH                           796.00 
212794 SCHNEIDERMAN/JOANN M                     120,000.00 
212795 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS                    700.00 
212796 SCHWARZ/TODD A                           222.14 
212797 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                          3,650.00 
212798 SCOTWOOD MOTEL                           72.50 
212799 SEA CHANGE PRINTING & MARKETING SRV.LLC  627.08 
212800 SOLBERG/BRAD                             50.00 
212801 SOURIS VALLEY POLICE CANINE FOUNDATION   200.00 
212802 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                        65.40 
212803 STAPLES CREDIT PLAN                      43.17 
212804 STEIN'S INC.                             2,246.09 
212805 STREICHER'S                              4,136.25 
212806 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                   11,821.00 
212807 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                        426.40 
212808 THOMPSON/KAREN                           126.63 
212809 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     385.74 
212810 TJ'S PIZZA                               100.75 
212811 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                  1,797.96 
212812 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.          36.25 
212813 U.S. IMAGING                             20,066.29 
212814 ULTRAMAX                                 6,348.00 
212815 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE               1,872.90 
212816 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     8,341.68 
212817 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                 10,095.30 
212818 VISA                                     1,765.69 
212819 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                200.00 
212820 WATFORD EXPRESS LAUNDRY CENTER           16.20 
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212821 WE INTEGRATE                             4,050.23 
212822 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                750.00 
212823 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT        1,000.00 
212824 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   1,817.41 
212825 WILLIS/AMANDA                            196.45 
212826 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY                  181.14 
212827 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.               1,316.48 
212828 WINDFALL                                 299.25 
212829 WISNESS/MONIQUE                          463.80 
212830 WRIGHT/TRYSTYN MCKENZIE                  10.00 
212831 XEROX CORPORATION                        87.00 
212832 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY             1,909.36 
212833 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                54,975.00 
212834 4IMPRINT                                 802.35 

212835-212860 PAYROLL-MAY 6, 2016 638,249.02 
212861 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.     28,046.44 
212862 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2           1,604.22 
212863 ND STATE TREASURER                       25,676.69 
212864 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                     128.00 
212865 AVI SYSTEMS, INC.                        1,365.33 
212866 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        345.54 
212867 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     18,383.97 
212868 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 77,741.87 
212869 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      3,839.43 
212870 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                      7,889.00 
212871 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                144.98 
212872 JELLESED/LEIF L.                         38.88 
212873 KNIFE RIVER                              4,224.95 
212874 LUND OIL, INC.                           579.24 
212875 MANNING/JON                              68.86 
212876 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   10,481.73 
212877 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             816.31 
212878 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R.           62.12 
212879 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    433.80 
212880 NOVAK/LARRY                              33.48 
212881 PPI CONSULTING                           475.00 
212882 PRO FORMS                                69.02 
212883 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              102.16 
212884 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CENTER 31,264.68 
212885 SUBWAY                                   136.00 
212886 USA BLUE BOOK                            387.53 
212887 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC           459.94 
212888 WAWSA                                    13,512.61 
212889 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION                   150.00 

212890-212915 PAYROLL-MAY 20, 2016 662,537.36 
212916 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     560.00 
212917 AT&T                                     42.31 
212918 CENTURY LINK                             162.49 
212919 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      54.53 



 
 

311 
 
 

212920 EIDE FORD                                26,764.00 
212921 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.             2,059.40 
212922 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER              227.62 
212923 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             3,252.15 
212924 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             8,277.45 
212925 NEMONT                                   28.50 
212926 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              4,709.09 
212927 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                46.52 
212928 VERIZON WIRELESS                         7,844.71 
212929 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF         959.97 
212933 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   1,500.00 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
June 7, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on June 7, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:05 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending May 31, 

2016.   Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 
minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Glen Wahus, American Legion Drill Team, requested $13,130.72 in funding for 

new Drill Team uniforms. 
 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker stated there was nothing new to report on the Great 

American Lodge escrow.  Rodenbiker also reported that a draft of the Law Enforcement 
Center Joint Powers Agreement is underway. 

 
Discussion was held on a Three Affiliated Tribes Tribal Tax Memo of a notice of 

intent to adopt a tax code amendment to its tribal tax code. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to approve the OpenGov Service 

agreement as presented, with a five year contract, $9,900 per year.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Gene Veeder requested authorization for the transfer of the Cherry Creek 

property to the JDA to assist in facilitating LSS financing.  The Board directed State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker to work with Veeder for options for transferring ownership to the 
JDA. 

 
PWD Kanwar presented an engineer’s cost estimate for replacing culverts on 

Route 31, $2,285,095, with the County responsible for 20% match.  Kanwar presented a 
draft Capital Improvement Plan for the next 5 years.  Kanwar and Greg Skurupey 
presented a proposed Road Agreement to the Board for section line improvements. 

 
PWD Kanwar reported that Oneok had requested to assist with funding to pave 

2.2 miles on 138th Ave to their plant, which is a road currently shared between Alex and 
Arnegard Townships.  Jay Lew, Alex Township, supported paving the road and also 
reported that Oneok has not fulfilled their dust control obligation on the road.  Kanwar 



 
 

313 
 
 

will be contacting Oneok regarding their responsibility for dust control on the road.  
Discussion was held on the legal process for transferring a road from the township to 
the County. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Route 12 construction 

staking and surveying proposal to Brosz Engineering for $147,892.22.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve proposals from Catapult 

Steel Building for $5,494.47 and McCody for $4,150.00 for construction of a pump shed 
building at the landfill.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kanwar and Landfill Director Schreiber updated the Board on the Leachate 

Recirculation citation from the NDDH.   
 
Kanwar reported that it has been requested to raise the speed limit on Route 27 

and Route 30.  Commission Skarda proposed 55 miles per hour. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to award the bid for cattle guard 

cleaning to E&M Services LLC for $470.00/each.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to reject all bids for riveted metal 

culverts and allow Highway Superintendent Dollinger to seek proposals for culverts 
when they are needed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Dollinger presented a proposal for new frequency for radio communications 

within the Road and Bridge Department. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to change the speed limit on all county 

paved roads to 55mph except where engineering and traffic inspection determine 
otherwise.  Speed limits will be changed when posted as signs become available.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Dollinger was asked to provide a list at the next meeting of 
those roads that would be exempt from the change in speed limit and those that would 
remain at 45mph. 

 
Kanwar updated the Board on the Highway 85 bike trail design. 
 
SA Rodenbiker and Kanwar provided the Board background and an update on a 

disagreement with KOTA Resources regarding weight restrictions on County Road 36.  
Brett Wisness reported to the Board that KOTA felt they were approved for 8 tons per 
axle for all work on the Events Center, High School, and 4th Avenue.  The Board 
confirmed the weight limit on the County’s portion of Route 36 was lowered to 6 tons per 
axle and 80,000 pounds last fall.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, that the 
weight limit on Route 36 is set at 6 tons per axle and 80,000 pounds.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
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The meeting recessed for lunch at 12:07 p.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with a public hearing on several abatement 

applications.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the abatements as 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Abatements approved: Swearson/McCabe 
L5 B10 Sax Add; Swearson/McCabe IT851 L5 Sax Add; Donald Moberg L45 B4 Cherry 
Creek Add.  All approved by City of Watford City at their May 2, 2016 meeting. 

 
SA Rodenbiker and Commissioner Best presented a proposal for Jared 

Torstenson to conduct an independent review of the Indian Hills Disposal application, 
not to exceed $8,750 plus expenses.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to 
approve the contract as proposed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Tri Township attorney, Derrick Braaten, Baumstark Braaten Law Partners, 

updated the Board on Tri Township strategy for a third party review of the application 
and plans for addressing their concerns about the IHD application.  Braaten asked that 
the County look into whether they could put the permit application to a vote.  Braaten 
also requested a direct contact point with the County as the township works their way 
through the investigative process.  The Board stated that P&Z Director Jim Talbert 
would be the county’s contact point and would assist in coordination of shared 
communication.   

 
Jaret Wold, representing the McKenzie County Hockey Club, requested the 

Board consideration for the continued use of the Multipurpose building by the hockey 
club.  Steve Stenehjem provided the history of how the multipurpose building was built 
and the majority of funding for the facility that was raised by the Hockey Club.  
Stenehjem supported the continued use of the building for hockey.  Keith Norbeck, 
Termite hockey coach, also spoke in favor of retaining the use of the Multipurpose 
building for the hockey program.   

 
The Board convened as the County Equalization Board at 2:00 p.m.   
 
Tax Director Katie Paulson recommended the following increases: 

 
COUNTY 
A tiered approach was used to revalue land.  Sales indicated that the county is 

below market value for most residential and commercial properties across the county.  
Instead of doing a countywide increase, the increases were applied to the townships 
that surround Watford City. 

 
Residential land revaluation in 150-98 & 150-99 
Platted subdivision: $50,000 for 1st acre & $5,000 per acre over 
Un-platted residential:  $20,000 for 1st acre, $5,000 for acres 2-4, $250 per acre  
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over 5 acres (reflective of average ag land value) 
 
Commercial land revaluation in 150-98 & 150-99 
Platted subdivision:  $80,000 for first acre, $10,000 for acres 2-4, & $2,000 per  

acre for anything over 5 acres 
Un-platted commercial: $75,000 for first acre, $10,000 for acres 2-4, & $2,000  

per acre for anything over 5 acres 
 
Agricultural Land 
6% Increase to entire county 
Brings overall Ag land ratio to 93% 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the recommendations for 

County property values per Tax Director Paulson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Tim Jorgenson, County Fair Board, requested assistance with finishing the 

parking lot scoria prior to the fair and requested funding for a chain link fence between 
the parking lot and rodeo grounds.  The Dakota Fence estimate came in at $29,792.00.  
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the request for fencing at the 
fairgrounds.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Assistant State’s Attorney Stephenie Davis and Library Director Kathy Trana 

presented amendments to the joint library agreement including a name change to reflect 
the County/City joint library and changing the term dates for board members to July 1 to 
June 30 (3 year terms).  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the library 
amendments as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the board member 

appointments as follows:  
• Weed Board – 4 year terms, expiring June 30, 2020: Charles McNaney and  

Doug Olson  
• Water Resource Board – 5 year term, expiring June 30, 2021; Larry Novak 
• Human Services Board – 3 year terms, expiring June 30, 2019; Dale Patten and 

Corine Brugh-Sage 
• Park Board – 2 year terms, expiring June 30, 2018; Ray Mrachek and Lee 

Stevens 
• Fair Board (commissioner) – 2 year terms; Ron Anderson (current) 
• Library Board – 3 year terms, expiring June 30, 2019; Kathy Skarda  

All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 The Board strongly recommended that the Fair Board and Hockey Club work 
together to resolve the use of the Multi-purpose building and renewal of the lease. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Law Enforcement 
Center Change Order #5 for $42,665.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Heidi Brenna, ICON Architectural Group, discussed a proposal for design 
services and cost estimate for repurposing the existing Sheriff and jail spaces.  Moved 
by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve ICON Architectural Group submitting a 
proposal for design services for the repurpose of existing jail and sheriff department 
space.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Brenna asked for direction on design and a cost estimate for a 6,500 square foot 
storage building at the Law Enforcement Center, with a portion of the building being 
heated.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve moving forward with the 
design and construction of a storage building, staying within the current contingency 
budget with an estimated cost of $600,000.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Hannaher’s furniture 
proposal for the LE Center as presented for $630,435.20.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Alan Ibach, NRG, presented a proposed IT budget for the LE Center, 
$218,333.83.  The Board had several questions about quantities and the IT budget was 
tabled until questions could be addressed. 
 
 Lt. Ken Rooks provided a cost estimate of $69,972.00 for double bunking Pod 2 
at the LE Center, which would bring the facility’s capacity to 176 beds.  Rooks 
presented numbers for jail inmate beds across the State.  He reported that the April and 
May inmate count has averaged 27 inmates per day.  Rooks also reported that 220 
inmates had been processed through the existing facility in that same time period.   
  
 Rooks presented the initial Reliance Telephone System inmate contract, as well 
as the CBM Food Management contract.  Both contracts will be refined and presented 
for approval at the June 21 meeting. 
 
 Sheriff Schwartzenberger presented a revised PDQ for Marsella Romero, Patrol 
Administrative Assistant, currently classified as A12.  Schwartzenberger requested a 
change of classification to B21, Step 1.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to 
approve the classification change for Marsella Romero, effective June 26, 2016, per 
recommendation of Fox Lawson.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Best requested Sheriff Schwartzenberger to provide an update on 
the recent 911 Emergency Responder’s meeting.  Commissioner Nordby requested that 
representatives from ND 911 attend an upcoming meeting to report on what services 
they currently provide to McKenzie County. 
 
 HR Manager Willis presented a proposal from the Village Business Institute for 
investigation services regarding complaints from an employee against an elected official 
for harassment and retaliation.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to execute the 
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proposal for investigative services from The Village Business Institute.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Best presented two proposals from Jadestone Consulting.  

Proposal #1 was to develop legislative strategies with a $6,000 base fee.  Proposal #2 
was for strategic planning and included three options: Option 1-Governing Board 
Strategic Planning for $10,000; Option 2-County wide departments for $5,500; Option 3-
Per department planning for $3,500.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to execute 
Proposal #1 to develop legislative strategies with Jadestone Consulting.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  Proposal #2 was tabled at this time. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to authorize engagement of Swan Law 

Service to represent the County in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy of M Space Holdings.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to send a letter of support on behalf of 

Lower Yellowstone Irrigation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board changed the September 6, 2016, meeting to Wednesday, September 

7, 2016.  The Budget hearing was scheduled for September 20, 2016. 
 
SA Rodenbiker was directed by the Board to research funding the American 

Legion Drill Team’s uniform request. 
 
The meeting recessed at 5:13 p.m. until June 21, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
June 21, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on June 21, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, and State’s Attorney 
Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Water Department bills 

and other bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning and Zoning 

Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved applications: 
1. West Dakota Water CUP 0010-16, recommend approval; 4. Keen Kuts VAR 
0010-16, recommend approval;  5. Caliber Midstream ZC   0015-16, recommend 
approval;  6. NST Express CUP 0019-16, recommend approval; 7. NST Express CUP 
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0025-16, recommend approval; 8.    McKenzie Electric CUP 0021-16, recommend 
approval; 9. McKenzie Electric CUP 0027-16, recommend approval; 10. Navigator 
Energy CUP 0023-16, recommend approval; 11. West Dakota Water CUP 0024-16, 
recommend approval.  Denied applications:  2. Nicholas Boomer VAR 0008-16, 
recommend denial; 3. Kirk and Anita Johnson VAR 0009-16, recommend denial; 12. 
Kent Lilyerd CUP 0030-16, recommend denial.  

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposed resolution to 

adopt the 2025 McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan.   
 

A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 
2025 McKENZIE COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

 
WHEREAS, the  McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners is the duly 

elected governing body for McKenzie County and wishes to plan for orderly and 
predictable growth as well as a high level of continuity in future development; and 

 
North Dakota Century Code 11-33-07, 11-33-08, 11-33-09, 11-33-10, outlines 

the procedure for the preparation, notification and recordation of county ordinances.  
 
WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning Commission has 

undertaken the task of preparing a 2025 McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan with 
accompanied maps and appendix to guide future zoning and subdivision decisions, and   

 
WHEREAS, input from the public and affected property owners was sought 

during the planning process, and 
 
WHEREAS, the public and affected property owners have been notified of and 

invited to attend meetings where the 2025 McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan was 
reviewed and discussed.  

 
WHEREAS, the 2025 McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan was duly noticed in 

the official county paper for two consecutive weeks and a public hearing was held on 
June 13, 2016, with the Planning and Zoning Commission, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed and provided 

their recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners for approval of the 2025 
McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan. 

 
WHEREAS, the 2025 McKenzie County Comprehensive Plan is attached hereto 

as Appendix A, Existing Conditions Report, pages 1-52; Appendix B, Plan Development 
Process,  pages 1-91; Appendix C, County Economic Development Strategy, sections 
1-5.3. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County 
Commissioners of McKenzie County does hereby adopt the 2025 McKenzie County 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Planning Director Talbert presented two site approvals that he had authorized:  
Asphalt Plant on Route 12 and Temporary Housing on Route 29.  Talbert reported that 
the Planning & Zoning Board would be holding a special meeting on July 25 to discuss 
changes to the zoning ordinance. 

 
Tax Director Katie Paulson updated the Board on the Vanguard Appraisal project 

which is almost complete.  She stated most residents were cooperative.  Vanguard will 
be verifying property cards. 

 
Emergency Manager Karolin Jappe reported that Basin Electric has awarded a 

$7,500 grant to the County for purchasing foam for the foam trailer for Alexander Rural 
Fire Department.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to authorize a contribution in 
the amount of $7,500 to Alexander Rural Fire Department to purchase foam for the 
foam trailer.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Event Center tour was rescheduled for July 19, 8:30–10:30 a.m. prior to the 

County Park Board budget hearing which begins at 11:00 a.m.  
 

Auditor Svihovec requested that the Board identify the 2017 salary and wage 
guidelines for 2017 budget at the July 7 meeting.  Commissioner Best requested a list of 
employees who are either not on a step or red line outliers be sent out to the Board to 
review prior to the meeting. 

  
Mike Dollinger presented a recommended list of roadways and speed limits.   
 
PAVED ROADS ONLY at 55mph: 
Route 10; Route 29 HWY 85 East to gravel (changed from 45mph to 55mph); 
Route 1 from HWY 200 South to gravel; Route 4 from HWY 85 East to end; 
Route 14 from HWY 23 East & South to HWY 73; Route 16 from HWY 85 West & 
South to HWY 200; Route 20 from Main street East to gravel; Route 27 from 
HWY 85 South to gravel; Route 30 from HWY 85 West to HWY 68; Route 36 
from 17th Ave. North to gravel; Route 55 from HWY 23 North & East to gravel; 
132 Ave from HWY 85 South to Landfill (changed from 45mph to 55mph with 
exceptions); Route 38 from State Line to Route 5 remains 45mph from Route 5 
to HWY 16 55mph; Route 53 from HWY 23 South to Route 45 55mph from Route 
45 to Reservation Line 45mph 

 
45MPH ROADS: 
Route 50 from HWY 85 West to gravel 45mph 
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ALL GRAVEL ROADS: 
35mph unless posted lower 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, that the following paved highways will be 

exempt from the 55 mph speed limit roadway as recommended by Highway 
Superintendent Mike Dollinger: Route 38 to Junction of Route 5 to 45 mph; Route 50 – 
45 mph; Junction Route 53/Route 45 to Reservation line – 45 mph.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 

The Board authorized Dollinger to purchase gravel from Plote since Go 
Aggregates has failed three tests in a row for Class 13 (Mod).  Go Aggregates has been 
put on notice to stop hauling until their tests results are in the specified range. 
 

Commissioner Anderson asked Dollinger about blading a section line road off 3rd 
Street and 126th Avenue which is a section line to a private home.  Dollinger reminded 
the Board that the County does not blade roads to residences. 
 

Landfill Manager Rick Schreiber, requested authorization to hold another HHW/E 
Waste Event – to dispose of chemicals, solvents, oil based paints, computers, monitors, 
etc. at an approximate cost of $16,491.25.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to 
authorize the HHW/E Event, scheduled for August 13, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Schreiber requested authorization for the following changes in rate/fee schedules 
for the landfill:   

• Mixed Commercial/Construction -- $45/ton (combines old 1013 and 1002) 
• Large Campers -- $500 each (loads that cannot go across scale) 
• Household MSW -- $35/ton (combines old 1000 and 1003) 
• Appliances -- $15 each (combines old 1006, 1007 and 10020) 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the revised landfill rates as 
presented, effective July 1, 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to award the bid for the landfill 
sweeper attachment to Heggen Equipment for $6,600 installed.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 

Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve Change Order #3 – Northern 
Bypass Phase II resulting in a reduction of $853,760.22.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Utility Relocation 
Agreement with McKenzie Electric for Route 12.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Gene Veeder reported that the LSS appraisal issue had been resolved and that 
their financing will move forward for essential workforce housing. 
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Veeder requested that a working group be formed to evaluate and review the 

future of the JDA and the Director position.  The Board authorized Veeder to work with 
Chairman Cayko to develop suggestions to present to the Board for approval prior to 
the 2017 budget process. 
 

HR Manager Willis reviewed three handbook policies that the Sheriff Department 
has asked for reconsideration and review. Commissioner Best asked if the Sheriff 
Department had policies for their department that differed from the County Personnel 
Handbook that could be referenced in the County Handbook.  Commissioner Nordby 
questioned why employees in the Sheriff Department were directed not to sign the 
Policy Handbook Acknowledgement Form.  Lt. Schmitz stated that they would not sign 
the County Policy Acknowledgement Form until the exceptions they identified were 
considered and acknowledged in the County Handbook.  Rodenbiker reference AG 
Opinion 1997-L-32 and stated that a Board of Commissioners has authority to set policy 
for all county employees.  The Board requested that the Sheriff Department have their 
policies to reference in the County Handbook related to the three policies that they still 
do not agreed with by the July 19, 2016 meeting.  
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve LE Center Change Orders: 
#3 - $56,293.00; Change Order #4 - $18,714.00; and Change Order #6 - $40,946.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the NRG IT Budget for the 
LE Center - $219,089.47.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Rodenbiker reported that the Law Enforcement Center Joint Powers Agreement 
has been circulated to the City Attorney, Wyatt Voll, with a request that he review the 
JPA and present to City Council for consideration at their July meeting.  The Board of 
Commissioners will be presented the JPA for consideration at their July 7 meeting. 
 

Rodenbiker informed the Board that after researching the possibility of the 
County contributing funds to the American Legion Drill Team for uniforms, it is his 
opinion that there is no statute which would allow the County to legally contribute funds 
to the American Legion Drill Team.   
 

Gene Veeder, Nate Carlson & Sarah Skarda, McKenzie County, and Steve 
Meyer, McKenzie County Housing Authority, updated the Board on maintenance and 
repairs needed at Hillside Court, along with issues with tenant dissatisfaction.  Veeder 
informed the Board that Hahn & Associates would be willing to assist with investigating 
the possibility of a transition plan for closing the Hillside Court facility and moving 
tenants to the Fox Hills Senior Housing Facility.  The Board supported Veeder and 
Skarda obtaining more information from Hahn & Associates on transitioning Hillside 
Court tenants to the Fox Hills facility. 
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The meeting recessed at 5:15 p.m. until July 7, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

Warrant # Vendor Name  Amount  
212934-212964 PAYROLL-JUNE 3, 2016  $     683,297.73  

212965 A-1 AUTO GLASS                            $        1,093.82  
212966 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                          $           113.55  
212967 ACCUSOURCE INC.                           $        1,929.10  
212968 ACME TOOLS                                $           281.24  
212969 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                 $           300.44  
212970 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.           $             57.50  
212971 AMAZON/SYNCB                              $        1,270.23  
212972 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                    $             23.95  
212973 ANDERSEN/DYLAN JAMES                      $               8.00  
212974 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                        $        1,249.70  
212975 APCO INTERNATIONAL                        $        2,060.00  
212976 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           110.00  
212977 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT                $        1,436.59  
212978 AVI SYSTEMS, INC.                         $        1,145.00  
212979 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $           657.15  
212980 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES    $        2,574.00  
212981 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC                 $             55.00  
212982 BAKER & TAYLOR                            $        1,015.96  
212983 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.               $        2,235.28  
212984 BALL CHAIN MANUFACTURING                  $           402.00  
212985 BARRETT PHARMACY                          $           112.29  
212986 BATEMAN/TRAVIS                            $           284.48  
212987 BAUMAN/BARBARA                            $             48.60  
212988 BEARD CONSTRUCTION, INC.                  $        5,014.47  
212989 BELL/MARY                                 $           240.08  
212990 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL           $           298.80  
212991 BIG BOYS TOYS                             $           350.00  
212992 BLUE LUBE                                 $        1,400.74  
212993 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                 $             13.40  
212994 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.                $       46,397.52  
212995 BORDER STEEL                              $           291.58  
212996 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS           $           251.13  
212997 BRENNA/TAMMY                              $             38.88  
212998 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                   $     108,250.00  
212999 BROWNELLS INC.                            $           140.78  
213000 BURNS & MCDONNELL                         $       47,104.90  
213001 BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY                  $           237.94  
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213002 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.             $        5,675.93  
213003 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.             $        4,143.80  
213004 C&D WATER SERVICES                        $             76.40  
213005 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                       $           169.88  
213006 CARTWRIGHT WELDING SERVICE, INC.          $           348.30  
213007 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                        $           375.00  
213008 CAYKO/RICHARD                             $           657.08  
213009 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                  $       60,690.78  
213010 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                      $        2,871.60  
213011 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                    $           176.00  
213012 CHARM-TEX,INC.                            $             60.38  
213013 CHECKERS, INC.                            $           105.00  
213014 CHISHOLM/AARON                            $             70.70  
213015 CLARK/TOTIRO                              $             56.83  
213016 CLOUD/CHRISTOPHER                         $             52.50  
213017 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.          $        4,575.06  
213018 COMFORT INN                               $           560.00  
213019 COMFORT SUITES                            $           480.00  
213020 COMMISSIONING SOLUTIONS                   $           993.65  
213021 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.            $        2,947.03  
213022 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.               $  2,625,405.75  
213023 COOK/RECECCA                              $             52.38  
213024 CORBIN/ZACHERY                            $           434.59  
213025 DACOTAH FOUNDATION                        $           180.00  
213026 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES                       $           609.00  
213027 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                     $        1,880.00  
213028 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                  $           243.69  
213029 DEMCO                                     $           150.12  
213030 DIBBLE/JOSHUA                             $             50.00  
213031 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC.                      $        1,143.60  
213032 DS SOLUTIONS, INC.                        $           180.00  
213033 DUNN COUNTY SHERIFF                       $           500.00  
213034 DWYER/MICHAEL                             $        1,370.00  
213035 DYPEX GREASE AND LUBRICANTS               $        1,058.50  
213036 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE               $        2,881.70  
213037 EPIC ENGINEERING                          $        1,253.50  
213038 ESRI INC.                                 $        6,099.00  
213039 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                 $       38,739.13  
213040 FASTENAL COMPANY                          $        1,079.15  
213041 FICKEN/MICHAEL                            $             73.50  
213042 FINSAAS/DARRELL                           $             46.44  
213043 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                      $        4,288.00  
213044 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                        $        3,050.00  
213045 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                  $        1,235.41  
213046 FOSS/BONNIE                               $           103.70  
213047 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK           $           199.00  
213048 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                    $        1,552.50  
213049 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.      $        1,376.56  
213050 GALLAGHER BENEFIT SERVICES INC.           $           150.00  
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213051 GATERHORN PROPERTIES                      $        3,500.00  
213052 GOULET CONSTRUCTION                       $           500.00  
213053 GRAYBAR                                   $           219.06  
213054 HANSON/RUSS                               $           539.48  
213055 HARRISON/SADIE                            $           559.63  
213056 HAUGE/LORI                                $           246.80  
213057 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                   $        2,032.89  
213058 HDR ENGINEERING, INC                      $       20,615.14  
213059 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR    $        7,425.00  
213060 HEDAHL'S INC.                             $        1,144.21  
213061 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                      $        1,209.64  
213062 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                        $           681.89  
213063 HESS/DONALD WILLIAMS                      $               2.00  
213064 HOLTE/KAREN L.                            $           244.22  
213065 HORIZON RESOURCES                         $           243.02  
213066 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY                      $        1,107.68  
213067 HP INC.                                   $        5,925.18  
213068 HR COLLABORATIVE                          $           200.00  
213069 IBS, INC                                  $        2,971.99  
213070 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                  $       35,979.72  
213071 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.                 $        1,925.00  
213072 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC.          $        2,473.00  
213073 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                  $        2,279.97  
213074 JACK & JILL                               $        3,263.03  
213075 JAMAR TECHNOLOGIES, INC.                  $        5,189.73  
213076 JAMESTOWN REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER         $        3,084.52  
213077 JJP COMPANIES INC                         $       25,009.27  
213078 JN TIRE & AUTO REPAIR                     $        2,564.00  
213079 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                         $        5,000.00  
213080 JOHNSON/STEPHEN BLAKE                     $             19.00  
213081 JOHNSRUD/ANN                              $           482.00  
213082 JORDAN/SEYMOUR R.                         $           250.02  
213083 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.            $     195,919.55  
213084 KANWAR/SUHAIL                             $           259.30  
213085 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY                      $           198.08  
213086 KELLY INN                                 $             90.00  
213087 KIESON/CAROL                              $           108.00  
213088 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $        5,796.62  
213089 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $        2,704.60  
213090 KULAS/JILL                                $           304.04  
213091 KUMMER'S PUMPING                          $           400.00  
213092 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                     $        2,118.70  
213093 LAROSE/LEANN                              $           124.00  
213094 LARRY'S TREE SERVICE, LLC                 $        2,850.00  
213095 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                 $           153.37  
213096 LASS/KOREY                                $             66.50  
213097 LAW ENFORCEMENT TARGETS INC               $           349.02  
213098 LAWLAR/RICHARD                            $           750.00  
213099 LEBSOCK WELDING                           $             21.84  



 
 

325 
 
 

213100 LIPPINCOTT/KRISTEN                        $             10.50  
213101 LOCATORS & SUPPLIES, INC                  $             76.48  
213102 LUHMAN/SCOTT                              $             52.50  
213103 LUND OIL, INC.                            $           284.46  
213104 LYCOX ENTERPRISES INC.                    $       16,700.00  
213105 MATTERN/SHANTELLE R                       $           354.00  
213106 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE            $        1,864.15  
213107 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                       $        5,023.24  
213108 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS           $             93.00  
213109 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH         $             62.50  
213110 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH         $             32.00  
213111 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        2,000.00  
213112 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE             $           117.97  
213113 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.                $        1,950.00  
213114 MCNANEY/CHARLES                           $             39.96  
213115 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.             $        2,720.00  
213116 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUP  $        1,303.01  
213117 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS             $       11,917.99  
213118 MONDAK DOOR, LLC                          $           609.75  
213119 MOTOROLA                                  $        8,684.00  
213120 MYERS AUTO PARTS                          $             81.27  
213121 NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL RES OFF  $           345.00  
213122 NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION            $        2,840.00  
213123 NBI INC.                                  $           349.00  
213124 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                      $        1,262.27  
213125 ND CONFERENCE OF SOCIAL WELFARE           $             30.00  
213126 ND LTAP                                   $           375.00  
213127 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION                  $             67.86  
213128 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL         $       11,595.00  
213129 ND SCHOOL BOARDS ASSOCIATION              $           200.00  
213130 ND STATE'S ATTORNEYS ASSN.                $           750.00  
213131 ND STOCKMEN'S ASSOCIATION                 $           235.00  
213132 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                     $       13,569.90  
213133 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                      $           388.56  
213134 NORBY/LYNETTE                             $             37.80  
213135 NORDBY JR/DOUG M                          $           250.00  
213136 NORDBY/LORI                               $           778.20  
213137 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES         $        1,992.03  
213138 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.         $             31.80  
213139 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER         $       18,771.00  
213140 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                         $        4,371.76  
213141 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                      $        3,834.77  
213142 OLSON/DOUG                                $             30.24  
213143 OPERATIONAL PROTECTION SERVICES & SEC  $           237.50  
213144 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING                 $             90.68  
213145 PARSHALL LUMBER & SUPPLY                  $             40.07  
213146 PAYSTUBZ                                  $        1,254.00  
213147 PEERY/SANDY                               $           216.86  
213148 PEREZ/GABRIELLA                           $           302.42  
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213149 PHARMCHEM. INC.                           $           550.00  
213150 PIPPIN LAW FIRM                           $        1,230.00  
213151 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC                    $       51,860.00  
213152 PRAXAIR                                   $        1,116.21  
213153 QUILL CORPORATION                         $        1,163.69  
213154 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                 $       29,117.20  
213155 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           686.25  
213156 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA                $             71.83  
213157 RICOCHET GUN WORKS                        $           450.00  
213158 RINK CONSTRUCTION INC.                    $     490,248.00  
213159 ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS, INC.         $           556.68  
213160 RODENBIKER/JACOB                          $             25.00  
213161 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                          $           154.93  
213162 ROMERO/MARSELLA                           $             10.50  
213163 ROOKS/KENNETH                             $             66.50  
213164 ROOS/RON                                  $           541.98  
213165 S & S MOTORS                              $        2,393.55  
213166 SAFETY WORKS                              $             70.00  
213167 SAMUELSON/JERRY                           $             50.00  
213168 SCHWARTZENBERGER/GARY                     $             66.50  
213169 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                           $        2,125.00  
213170 SECURE ENERGY SERVICES                    $           285.00  
213171 SEWFINE EMBROIDERY                        $           300.00  
213172 SHOOTING TARGETS7 LLC                     $           281.98  
213173 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                      $           734.80  
213174 SINCLAIR/RYAN                             $           510.90  
213175 SOLBERG/BRAD                              $             50.00  
213176 SONDROL/KARLA                             $             66.66  
213177 SORENSON/DESIREE                          $           586.32  
213178 SORENSON/JEFFREY                          $           300.00  
213179 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CTR  $       23,110.72  
213180 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                 $       55,542.17  
213181 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                         $           158.28  
213182 STEIN'S INC.                              $        3,130.49  
213183 STREICHER'S                               $        7,364.59  
213184 SUNLAND FIELD SERVICES                    $           401.56  
213185 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                         $           300.00  
213186 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                    $        4,200.00  
213187 TALBERT/JIM                               $           665.18  
213188 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES                      $        1,170.00  
213189 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                         $             84.56  
213190 THOMPSON/KAREN                            $             35.58  
213191 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                      $           385.74  
213192 TITANIUM PLUMBING                         $           125.00  
213193 TRANA/KATHY                               $           345.40  
213194 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.           $             36.25  
213195 TROTTER/JOE                               $        1,500.00  
213196 TWIN CITY HARDWARE                        $             97.24  
213197 TWOGOOD/SCOTT                             $           351.09  
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213198 ULTRAMAX                                  $           249.50  
213199 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE                $        5,676.04  
213200 UPS STORE/THE                             $           298.00  
213201 UPSTART & EDUPRESS                        $           346.53  
213202 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS      $        8,832.68  
213203 US POSTAL SERVICE                         $           362.00  
213204 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                  $       12,798.00  
213205 VINSON/ANTHONY                            $               4.00  
213206 VISA                                      $        1,417.91  
213207 VISTELAR LLC                              $        2,394.00  
213208 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.            $             90.26  
213209 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                 $           200.00  
213210 WE INTEGRATE                              $           309.85  
213211 WELSH/ANDREW GERALD                       $             35.00  
213212 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                         $     358,580.76  
213213 WHITAKER/HILLARY                          $           268.63  
213214 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                 $           475.00  
213215 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT         $           100.00  
213216 WILLIAMS PLUMBING & HEATING               $           168.51  
213217 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                    $        3,095.97  
213218 WILLIS/AMANDA                             $           197.10  
213219 WINCHESTER/LORI                           $           326.40  
213220 YELLOWSTONE PAINTING, LLC                 $           500.00  
213221 ZEP SALES & SERVICE                       $           882.90  
213222 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.      $           844.08  
213223 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2            $        1,569.04  
213224 ND STATE TREASURER                        $           914.45  

213225-213251 PAYROLL-JUNE 17, 2016  $     668,495.21  
213252 ARNEGARD/MARY SUSAN                       $           275.00  
213253 BERG/A. CELESTE                           $           225.00  
213254 BLEGEN/STEPHANIE L                        $           275.00  
213255 BOHMBACH/JULIE                            $           275.00  
213256 BOLTZ/BARB                                $           350.00  
213257 BRENNA/HEIDI                              $           225.00  
213258 BRENNA/KATHLEEN                           $           275.00  
213259 CAYKO/VICKY                               $           225.00  
213260 DWYER/TORI                                $           275.00  
213261 FOLKVORD/PATRICIA                         $           225.00  
213262 FOX/CATHERINE R                           $           275.00  
213263 HARTEL/CLARICE                            $           225.00  
213264 HARTMAN/SONJA                             $           275.00  
213265 HELLING/JUDITH A                          $           225.00  
213266 HOMISTON/JEAN E                           $           225.00  
213267 HOVDE/PATRICIA                            $           225.00  
213268 JOHNSON/ANITA                             $           275.00  
213269 JOHNSRUD/BONNIE J.                        $           225.00  
213270 JUNKER/DEVAN M                            $           350.00  
213271 KARST/ANITA                               $           225.00  
213272 KLOSE/KAREN                               $           350.00  
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213273 LANGE/BETH                                $           275.00  
213274 LAUTENSCHLAGER/BRENDA                     $           275.00  
213275 LEISETH/PATTI                             $           225.00  
213276 LEISETH/SHARON                            $           225.00  
213277 LELAND/ARDEHL                             $           275.00  
213278 LEWIS/SARAH                               $           225.00  
213279 LIEBEL/CAROLYN E                          $           225.00  
213280 MADISON/LACEY                             $           275.00  
213281 MEUTH/TIM                                 $           225.00  
213282 MINOW/JULIE                               $           350.00  
213283 MJELSTAD/CAROL                            $           225.00  
213284 MOE/MAUREEN                               $           350.00  
213285 MURRAY/GEORGINE                           $           275.00  
213286 O'CONNOR/KAY D                            $           225.00  
213287 OAKLAND/JANICE                            $           275.00  
213288 ORF/DOREEN                                $           275.00  
213289 PAULSON/LINDA K.                          $           275.00  
213290 POITRA/VALERIE                            $           225.00  
213291 POWELL/MISTY L                            $           225.00  
213292 REICHENBACH/BEVERLY A                     $           275.00  
213293 ROOS/LANAE                                $           275.00  
213294 SCHLOTHAUER/LORETTA                       $           225.00  
213295 SHAIDE/SHARON                             $           275.00  
213296 SORENSON/JENNIFER                         $           225.00  
213297 SORENSON/LINDY                            $           275.00  
213298 SORENSON/MARTHA M                         $           275.00  
213299 SPOTTED HORSE/JEANINE                     $           350.00  
213300 SPOTTED HORSE/MARIE                       $           275.00  
213301 SPOTTED HORSE/YOLANDA                     $           225.00  
213302 STROMME/KAITLYN                           $           225.00  
213303 TJELDE/ELAINE                             $           350.00  
213304 TURCOTTE/TANA                             $           275.00  
213305 WISNESS/JULIE A                           $           275.00  
213306 YOUNG/RITA                                $           225.00  
213307 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC.  $        8,152.40  
213308 AE2S CONSTRUCTION                         $           128.00  
213309 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                      $           100.00  
213310 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $             66.28  
213311 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                      $       20,418.67  
213312 BAYMONT INN & SUITES                      $           129.98  
213313 BLUE LUBE                                 $             89.99  
213314 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                 $             80.02  
213315 CROSS/ROBERT                              $             37.80  
213316 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                       $        6,587.64  
213317 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC.                      $             50.00  
213318 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                       $       43,307.88  
213319 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                 $             11.83  
213320 FLAGSHOOTER LLC                           $        1,123.67  
213321 FRONTIER PRECISION                        $           403.00  
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213322 HANNAHER'S                                $        1,307.42  
213323 HYSTAD FAMILY, LLP                        $        1,500.00  
213324 HYSTAD/CRAIG                              $        1,500.00  
213325 HYSTAD/DARRELL                            $        4,000.00  
213326 HYSTAD/ROGER                              $        3,000.00  
213327 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC       $        2,610.00  
213328 JACK & JILL                               $           116.76  
213329 JELLESED/LEIF L.                          $             38.88  
213330 KUPPER CHEVROLET                          $     181,180.00  
213331 LIGHTFOOT/KAYLA                           $        3,000.00  
213332 LUND OIL, INC.                            $           865.61  
213333 MANDAN NW PIPE FITTINGS, INC              $        2,128.26  
213334 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH         $             50.00  
213335 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH         $             57.50  
213336 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        2,000.00  
213337 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $           802.64  
213338 MOBERG/DON                                $           138.89  

213339 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL 
RESOURCE   $           345.00  

213340 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                     $           732.00  
213341 NOVAK/LARRY                               $             33.48  
213342 OPHUS/CHAS                                $           500.00  
213343 PARRISH/CALVIN                            $           730.00  
213344 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           102.41  
213345 SMITH/JEREMY                              $             56.00  
213346 SWEARSON & MCCABE LLP                     $           128.20  
213347 TESORO LOGISTICS                          $           350.00  
213348 U-HAUL                                    $           209.65  
213349 USA BLUE BOOK                             $        2,777.47  
213350 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC            $           448.88  
213351 VILLANUEVA/FITZ WILLIAM M                 $               8.81  
213352 VOGEL LAW FIRM                            $        1,479.50  
213353 WAWSA                                     $     103,975.68  
213354 WESTLIE TRUCK CENTER                      $     442,990.00  
213355 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           560.00  
213356 AT&T                                      $             42.62  
213357 CENTURY LINK                              $           163.81  
213358 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                       $             58.96  
213359 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.              $        2,804.90  
213360 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER               $           220.93  
213361 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $        3,607.40  
213362 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.              $        8,233.74  
213363 NEMONT                                    $             28.50  
213364 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $        4,186.89  
213365 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                 $             42.95  
213366 VERIZON WIRELESS                          $        6,705.09  
213367 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF          $        1,918.95  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
July 7, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on July 7, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Ron 
Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting 
to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending June 30, 

2016.   Solberg also presented information on Cornerstone Bank’s proposal for a pledge 
pool for public entities.  Commissioner Skarda requested the item be tabled and that 
further information be obtained regarding pool members and pledge commitments. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The Board agreed to honor Coroner Calvin Parrish with a certificate at the 

Emergency Responders Appreciation Dinner. 
 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on the status of Hillside Court 

maintenance and a transition plan.  Cheryl Grochelle, NW Public Transit, expressed 
concerns about the Hillside Court facility and discussion that the facility may close.  
Following Board discussion, the consensus was that no additional units will be rented at 
Hillside Court until after the Board has the chance to review the transition proposals 
from Hahn & Associates and LSS Housing. 

 
Library Director Kathy Trana presented the 2015 Library Annual Report to the 

Board. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the County Township Road 

Miles Certification, effective June 30, 2016: 716.97 Unorganized Township miles and 
382.33 Organized Township miles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
During the budget/salary discussion for 2017, the Board recommended a step 

increase for employees for the 2017 budget.  This represents approximately a 2% 
increase.  Further discussion will be held with Fox Lawson and HR Manager Willis 
regarding a specific recommendation for employees with 11 or more years of service 
where the salary structure is a multi-year service step movement.   
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The Board reviewed the Capital Improvement Plan for road pavement within the 
County and discussed a new shop building.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, 
to pursue the planning and design of a County shop building for the 2017 budget.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
GIS Coordinator Aaron Chisholm presented a request for out of state training to 

attend an ArcGIS2: Essential Workflows course in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Moved by 
Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the out of state ESRI training for Aaron 
Chisholm in St. Paul, Minnesota, from August 24-26, 2016.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Special Permit 

application for Hiway Lounge, Alexander, ND, for the Haugen Farm reunion.  Auditor 
Svihovec stated they had all required documentation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz requested authorization on behalf of State’s 

Attorney Rodenbiker to approve a Conflict of Interest Waiver, if necessary, in the 
Farleigh Trust litigation.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to authorize State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker to sign the waiver on behalf of the County for the Farleigh Trust 
litigation.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Nordby requested that Auditor Svihovec invite NDDES 911 State 

Radio Director Mike Lynch to attend an upcoming meeting to update the Board on 911 
service, costs, and call numbers. 

 
Law Enforcement and State’s Attorney grants have been reinstated per 

communication from Gerry Fisher, State Land Department.  Moved by Anderson, 
seconded by Skarda, to approve reinstating spending authority for the following grants: 
G140094, G140232, G160113, G160132, and G160189.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Nordby asked Lt. Mike Schmitz the status of the personnel policy 

updates.  Schmitz stated the work should be complete on Monday, July 13. 
 
Chairman Cayko asked the Board for their interest in serving on committees 

within the North Dakota County Commissioner Association.  Commissioner Best stated 
interest in the Resolutions Committee.  Commissioner Cayko stated interest in the 
Nominating Committee.  Commissioner Nordby stated interest in the Legislative 
Committee.  Commissioner Skarda stated interest in the Audit Committee. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:25 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with a public hearing on several abatement 

applications.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the abatement 
applications as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved applications were: 
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3816 - James & Barbara Jacobson (abate value for house that burned down in 2014) – 
approved by Alex Township 5/23/2016; 3817A – Vantage Retirement Plans LLC (abate 
building value on wrong parcel) – approved by Watford City Council 6/6/2016; 3817B – 
Tara Estates Ph1 LLC (add omitted value & tax on wrong parcel above) – approved by 
Watford City Council 6/6/2016; 3818 – Jesse Bennett (abate mobile home value which 
was taxed on 2015 real estate parcel); 3819 – KLE Construction LLC (abate mobile 
home value, moved in 2015 without a permit); 3820 – Richard Frei (abate/refund 2016 
MH Tax – moved in 2015 without a permit). 

 
WC Chief of Police Art Walgren updated the Board on potential legislation 

requiring the replacement of emergency radio systems throughout the State, with a 20% 
cost share for local jurisdictions. 

 
Dick Vande Bossche, Oneok Rockies Midstream, briefed the Board on OSHA 

1910 construction standards for industrial designated buildings.  Vande Bossche 
requested relief from the McKenzie County Building Department requirement to replace 
six sets of stairs, under the International Building Code, at the Lonesome Creek site.  
Planning Director Jim Talbert stated that the plans were originally submitted and 
inspected by Forsgren.  Discussion was held on the variances in the steps and the 
International Building Code.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to grant the 
appeal to Oneok Rockies Midstream from the International Building Code for the six 
sets of stairs at the Lonesome Creek site.  With one vote aye (Anderson) and four votes 
nay, motion failed. 

 
Jeff Shaffer, Water Resource District Manager, provided an update to the Board 

on status of various water construction projects.  Shaffer reported that industrial water 
sales are down from last year and that residential sales are up.  Howdy Lawlar 
discussed frustration with pipeline easement negotiations on his family’s land for a 
water line extending to two neighbor residences.  The Board requested Shaffer sit down 
with the Lawlars to work out the negotiations on the pipeline. 

 
Garmann Hill Road Homeowners Kent Norbeck, Diana Pokrwyzinski, and Anna 

Marquette requested clarification from the Board on who is responsible for the 
maintenance on the loop road through their unplatted subdivision.  The homeowners 
reported that the pavement needs some patching to repair potholes. The Board 
confirmed that the road is not a County road and that the County is not responsible for 
the repairs or maintenance of the road within their unplatted subdivision.  The Board did 
state that winter plowing would be done as long as the County was capable of doing so 
and that the road was being used as a bus route. 
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The meeting recessed at 3:31 p.m. until July 19, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
July 19, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, participated in 

a tour of the Watford City Events Center on July 19, 2016, from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.  
Commissioners Nordby, Cayko, Skarda, and Best were in attendance. 
 
 The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota, convened as 
the McKenzie County Park Board on July 19, 2016, at 11:00 a.m.  The Park Board 
meeting adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on July 19, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, Kathy 
Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s 
Attorney Rodenbiker.  Absent: Commissioner Ron Anderson.  Chairman Cayko called 
the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Planning & Zoning Consent 

agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved agenda items are: 1. 
Targa Badlands LLCZC, Comp Plan Rev 0016-16; 2. North Star Water CUP 0032-16; 3. 
Westwood Business Park ZC, Comp Plan Rev 0017-16; 4. Caliber Midstream CUP 
0031-16; 5. Youngquist PUD 0001-16. 

 
Planning Director Talbert stated that the Planning & Zoning Board will have a 

special meeting on July 25, 2016, regarding proposed revisions to the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
Duane Sand, North Star Water, addressed the Board regarding issues private 

water sale companies have with WAWSA. 
 
Darius Frick presented a petition for closing section lines in Section 5, 6, 7, 8, 17, 

and 18, Township 153N, Range 97W.  The Board requested that Mr. Frick resubmit a 
petition with the specific legal descriptions for only the portion of section lines that are 
requested to be closed, as well as proposals for easements allowing for continued open 
travel of section lines. 

 
Mike Lynch, Director of State Radio, presented information on 911 services 

provided by State Radio as well as related costs.  Lynch also expressed concern that 
the Sheriff Department is utilizing their own CAD mapping software for dispatching 
emergency calls that come directly to their office.  The Sheriff Department’s CAD 
system does not communicate with State Radio’s 911 CAD mapping system and this 
poses a large risk for public safety because the two systems are not compatible.  In the 
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interest of public safety, Lynch requested that McKenzie County use one system or the 
other, not both. 

Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Water bills and other bills 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to direct the existing jail and the Law 

Enforcement Center Corrections budget for 2017 to be prepared by Lt. Ken Rooks, 
along with the Law Enforcement Facility budget to be prepared by Facility Manager 
Nate Carlson.  All voting aye, motion carried.  It is the intention of the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners and the City of Watford City to enter into a Joint Powers 
Agreement for operation and maintenance of the Law Enforcement Center under the 
jurisdiction of a separate joint board.  Details of the JPA are currently in discussion 
between the City of Watford City and McKenzie County. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to decline the offer from McKenzie Electric 

for settlement of capital credits for the County Auditor and County Park Board.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Jacob Narloch, Valley Air Med, via conference call, updated the Board on the 

past year’s flights and the next year’s billing.  The Board asked where the census 
numbers were obtained and about the number of uninsured flights.  The Commission 
tabled the issue to the August 2, 2016, meeting when numbers on the payer mix will be 
provided. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from Brosz 

Engineering for management, coordination, and survey for Route 34 in the amount of 
$533,970.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from KLJ for 

design services for Route 55 in the amount of $425,486.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Kanwar discussed with the Board a request from the Sheriff’s Office to post all 

roads at 8 tons per axle.  Kanwar stated the roads were all designed for 10 tons.  
Svihovec stated that 8 tons is in conflict with the Uniform County Permit System which 
uses 105,500 GVW.  Kanwar’s recommendation and the Board consensus is to keep 
the roads at 10 tons which they were designed for. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Resolution for four 

Federal Aid bridge projects on Route 30, totaling $2,347,524.60, with the County’s 20% 
share $469,504.92.   All voting aye, motion carried.  Plote Contracting LLC is the 
apparent low bidder. 
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Mike Dollinger updated the Board on the motor grader buyback status.  Several 
motor graders have exceeded the 5000 hours maximum limit required by the buyback 
program.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to declare and emergency and approve 
the trade in of 14 blades for a total trade in amount of $1,939,400 plus $45/hour 
overage fee on blades that exceed 5000 hours.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
HR Manager Willis and Commissioner Best presented a revised Salary/Step 

Structure proposal, which removed the multi-years of service steps.  Moved by Skarda, 
seconded by Best, to approve the Salary Structure and Step Plan as presented and 
step increases plus red line and longevity bonuses as proposed for the 2017 budget.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the request to reclassify a 

Buildings and Grounds worker position (A12) to a Buildings and Grounds technician 
position (B22) and fill the vacancy with a higher level of experience and qualifications.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Willis informed the Board she had not received any policy updates/changes from 

the Sheriff’s Office.  The Board reviewed the Employee Handbook changes requested 
by the Sheriff’s Office.  The Board requested from NDIRF, in writing, the recommended 
policy for the personal use of Sheriff Department vehicles.  Moved by Nordby, seconded 
by Best, to amend the Political Activity Policy by removing the sentence “Unless 
specifically authorized by the McKenzie County Board of Commissioners.”  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Willis reported she had not received the majority of the Handbook 

Acknowledgement Forms from the Sheriff’s Office employees.  The Board indicated that 
they expect all elected and appointed officials to assure that their employees comply 
with the County handbook policies.   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the out of state travel and 

training request for Rich Schreiber to attend the Regional Landfill Waste Training in 
South Dakota, with an estimated total of $1,127.36.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board directed Captain Lloyd Clock to work with HR Manager Willis on 

referencing current Sheriff’s Office policies in the Employee Handbook instead of 
granting exemptions. 

 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker reported there was nothing new to report on the 

Great American Lodge.  He also reported that the JPA was returned by the City 
Attorney with several comments/concerns to be worked out. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the ICON Architects holding 

cell renovation contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The Board discussed the Security and Emergency Policy Manuals.  This item 
was tabled until the September 7, 2016, Commission meeting. 

 
Commissioner Nordby updated the Board on the LEC Storage building project.   

Nordby stated there will be a cost savings to have the footing work done while the 
contractors are still mobilized on the site.  The Board direction is not to go over the 
$600,000 budget. 

 
Auditor Svihovec reported that registration is open for the NDACo Conference at 

the Bismarck Event Center, October 9-11.  Registration is also open for the NDAOGPC 
Annual meeting at the Watford City Event Center, October 26. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Vision West funding request 

of $1,500.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation for reasonably predictable lawsuit pursuant 
to NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss the investigation update.  Roll call vote: Anderson, absent; Best, 
aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 4:52 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; State’s Attorney Rodenbiker; Deputy Auditor Johnsrud; 
Auditor Svihovec; State’s Attorney Jake Rodenbiker; Chief Assistant State’s Attorney 
Todd Schwarz; and HR Manager Amanda Willis. 

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 5:14 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.   
 
Auditor Svihovec reported that she had discussion with BCBS regarding the 

County’s grandfather status at the recent Auditor’s Conference.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Skarda, to amend the Employee Handbook to allow insurance benefits for 
permanent part time employees who work 20 hours/week or more, effective back to 
May 3, 2016, when the Handbook was adopted. All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:23 p.m. until August 2, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
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213368-213386 PAYROLL-JULY 1, 2016  $     696,614.57  
213387 A-1 AUTO GLASS                            $        1,966.50  
213388 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                          $           163.72  
213389 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                 $           338.27  
213390 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES            $           152.50  
213391 AL-JON MANUFACTURING, LLC                 $        4,689.69  
213392 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.           $           145.50  
213393 AMAZON/SYNCB                              $        3,131.05  
213394 AMERICAN CORRECTIONAL ASSOCIATION         $           160.00  
213395 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                    $           322.79  
213396 AMERICINN OF WAHPETON                     $             80.10  
213397 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                        $        1,552.09  
213398 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           110.00  
213399 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT                $           804.94  
213400 AXDAHL/CARLEY                             $           253.64  
213401 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $        1,444.83  
213402 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES    $        2,468.00  
213403 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC                 $        7,000.00  
213404 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.               $           222.64  
213405 BARRETT PHARMACY                          $        1,041.63  
213406 BATEMAN/TRAVIS                            $           123.94  
213407 BAUMAN/BARBARA                            $             48.60  
213408 BAYMONT INN & SUITES/GRAND FORKS          $           480.60  
213409 BELL/MARY                                 $           319.46  
213410 BEST WESTERN KELLY INN                    $             74.69  
213411 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL           $             80.10  
213412 BEST WESTERN-THE NORMANDY INN & SUITES    $        3,113.46  
213413 BIG BOYS TOYS                             $             15.00  
213414 BLUE LUBE                                 $           120.00  
213415 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                 $           216.52  
213416 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS           $           888.30  
213417 BRENNA/TAMMY                              $             38.88  
213418 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                   $       72,930.00  
213419 BUDS PUMP SERVICE                         $           157.50  
213420 BUTTONS BY FISH                           $           855.00  
213421 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.             $       11,958.67  
213422 C&D WATER SERVICES                        $             68.00  
213423 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                       $           299.59  
213424 CAYKO/RICHARD                             $           684.08  
213425 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                  $     278,413.16  
213426 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                      $           361.75  
213427 CEYNAR/BILL                               $        1,574.33  
213428 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                    $           140.50  
213429 CHARM-TEX,INC.                            $           686.34  
213430 CHECKERS, INC.                            $             60.00  
213431 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.          $        2,599.19  
213432 COMFORT INN                               $           225.00  
213433 COMFORT INN                               $           240.00  
213434 COMFORT SUITES                            $           320.00  
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213435 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.            $        2,947.03  
213436 COULTER/CHAD                              $             32.00  
213437 DAKOTA WIRE WORKS, INC.                   $           114.80  
213438 DAVIS/STEPHENIE                           $           285.12  
213439 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                     $        1,814.00  
213440 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                  $           139.81  
213441 DELL MARKETING L.P.                       $        1,102.13  
213442 DEMCO                                     $           154.94  
213443 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC.                      $             50.00  
213444 DREAMS CARPORTS AND BUILDINGS INC         $        4,475.25  
213445 DYPEX GREASE AND LUBRICANTS               $        1,058.50  
213446 ELKAN, INC                                $        1,040.03  
213447 EMRY'S LOCKSMITHING                       $             11.00  
213448 FARM & HOME SUPPLY-SIDNEY, MT             $             72.95  
213449 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                 $       36,402.18  
213450 FASTENAL COMPANY                          $        1,234.78  
213451 FINSAAS/DARRELL                           $             46.44  
213452 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE             $        5,011.00  
213453 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                      $        4,388.00  
213454 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                        $           486.00  
213455 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                  $           558.99  
213456 FOSS/BONNIE                               $           339.84  
213457 FRONTIER PRECISION                        $           220.32  
213458 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                    $           476.25  
213459 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.      $        1,850.20  
213460 GILBERTSON/ELSIE M                        $             74.20  
213461 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.         $             54.00  
213462 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                      $     202,880.43  
213463 GRAYBAR                                   $           238.19  
213464 HARRISON/SADIE                            $           253.82  
213465 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                   $           389.03  
213466 HDR ENGINEERING, INC                      $       12,761.38  
213467 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR    $        6,375.00  
213468 HEDAHL'S INC.                             $        1,067.93  
213469 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                      $           432.90  
213470 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY                   $       17,067.00  
213471 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                        $           100.28  
213472 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS/GRAND FORKS           $           320.40  
213473 HOLIDAY INN/FARGO                         $           347.10  
213474 HORIZON RESOURCES                         $           117.98  
213475 HP INC.                                   $           178.14  
213476 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC                   $        1,814.00  
213477 IBS, INC                                  $        4,405.95  
213478 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                  $       45,007.20  
213479 INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE                  $           752.99  
213480 INTERSTATE BILLING SERVICE, INC.          $             17.79  
213481 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                  $        2,002.26  
213482 JACK & JILL                               $        3,316.84  
213483 JADESTONE CONSULTING LLC                  $        3,000.00  
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213485 JAPPE/KAROLIN                             $             25.00  
213486 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                         $        5,000.00  
213487 JOHNSRUD/ANN                              $           921.60  
213488 JORDAN/SEYMOUR R.                         $           180.20  
213489 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.            $     119,076.93  
213490 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY                      $             53.76  
213491 KENNEDY/COLT                              $             77.00  
213492 KIRBY/VALERY                              $           389.16  
213493 KNIFE RIVER                               $     186,803.43  
213495 KONECRANES                                $       21,790.54  
213496 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $           540.00  
213497 KUMMER'S PUMPING                          $           400.00  
213498 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                 $        3,122.40  
213499 LANE/SHARON                               $             56.00  
213500 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                     $             80.10  
213501 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                 $             98.18  
213502 LEBSOCK WELDING                           $             17.16  
213503 LEWIS/JAY                                 $             12.96  
213504 LINDA L. GINGERY, INC                     $           502.50  
213505 LOADOMETER CORPORATION                    $           734.24  
213506 LUND OIL, INC.                            $        5,540.10  
213507 MAGNUM ELECTIC                            $           740.00  
213508 MARCO, INC.                               $        4,522.10  
213509 MARTINEZ/ED                               $           264.00  
213510 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                       $        5,808.51  
213511 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS           $             75.00  
213512 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        2,000.00  
213513 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE             $           102.17  
213514 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.                $        1,365.00  
213515 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.             $        3,600.00  
213516 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP   $           744.87  
213517 MHA PUBLIC SAFETY DIVISION OF DRUG ENFOR  $           208.98  
213518 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC.                  $           355.06  
213519 MON-KOTA INC.                             $           406.00  
213520 MONDAK DOOR, LLC                          $        1,667.00  
213521 MONTANA-WYOMING SYSTEMS                   $        3,720.00  
213522 MURPHY MOTORS                             $           343.29  
213524 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                      $       50,109.92  
213525 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH                   $             45.00  
213526 ND FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE              $           560.00  
213527 ND LIBRARY ASSN. (NDLA)                   $             50.00  
213528 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                     $       12,783.45  
213529 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                        $           120.00  
213530 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                      $        2,312.04  
213531 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY                          $           195.65  
213532 NORBY/LYNETTE                             $             37.80  
213533 NORDBY/LORI                               $           214.18  
213534 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES         $        2,031.85  
213535 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.         $           498.00  
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213536 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                         $        5,644.21  
213537 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                      $       10,368.32  
213538 OLSON/DOUG                                $             30.24  
213539 OPENGOV, INC.                             $        9,900.00  
213540 PATRICK/DEVON                             $             77.00  
213541 PAYSTUBZ                                  $        1,254.00  
213542 PEERY/SANDY                               $           687.88  
213543 PHARMCHEM. INC.                           $           925.00  
213544 PIPPIN LAW FIRM                           $        2,219.90  
213545 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC                    $       14,238.43  
213546 PRAXAIR                                   $           313.07  
213547 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC                        $           914.28  
213548 QUILL CORPORATION                         $           264.06  
213549 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK                 $           255.30  
213550 RAFIU/HABEEB                              $           219.92  
213551 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE                 $           543.00  
213552 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                 $        9,119.67  
213553 RECORD KEEPERS LLC                        $             49.00  
213554 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $        3,705.00  
213555 RICE SIGNS                                $           368.58  
213556 ROADWORX, LLC                             $     971,509.91  
213557 RODENBIKER/JACOB                          $           258.50  
213558 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                          $           247.64  
213559 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES                    $           439.80  
213560 RTVISION, INC.                            $        3,600.00  
213561 SAGE/CORRINE                              $             36.72  
213562 SAMUELSON/JERRY                           $           588.30  
213563 SAX WATER DEPOT LLP                       $           269.50  
213564 SCHEBO/JOANNE                             $             31.00  
213565 SCHMITZ/MICHAEL                           $           244.50  
213566 SCHWARZ/TODD A                            $           218.64  
213567 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                           $        1,900.00  
213568 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                      $       20,556.25  
213569 SLAIS/DONNA                               $             35.00  
213570 SOLBERG/BRAD                              $             50.00  
213571 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CENTER  $       24,122.97  
213572 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                 $           615.17  
213573 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                         $           112.57  
213574 STEIN'S INC.                              $        1,499.72  
213575 STORM WATER CONSTRUCTION, INC             $        4,114.00  
213576 STREICHER'S                               $             82.16  
213577 SUMMIT COUNSELING SERVICE                 $           125.00  
213578 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                         $             78.30  
213579 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                    $       47,802.45  
213580 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                         $           221.72  
213581 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                      $           385.74  
213582 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC.                $       14,920.00  
213583 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                   $        3,246.39  
213584 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.           $             93.56  
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213585 TWIN CITY HARDWARE                        $        1,688.99  
213586 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC.        $             20.50  
213587 UNITED QUALITY COOPERATIVE                $        3,525.37  
213588 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS      $       11,147.21  
213589 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                     $        1,326.20  
213590 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                  $       91,448.10  
213591 VISA                                      $        3,553.05  
213592 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                 $           200.00  
213593 WE INTEGRATE                              $             20.00  
213594 WESCO DISPOSAL DBA ABCO RECYCLING         $           500.00  
213595 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                         $        5,932.69  
213596 WHITAKER/HILLARY                          $           774.88  
213597 WHITE JR/GERALD                           $             32.00  
213598 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                 $           475.00  
213599 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT         $           425.00  
213600 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                    $        1,817.41  
213601 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY                   $           656.06  
213602 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.                $        6,533.88  
213603 WINGATE BY WYNDHAM                        $           178.00  
213604 WISNESS/MONIQUE                           $           423.26  
213605 WOLD/JEAN                                 $             35.00  
213606 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY              $        4,391.54  
213607 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.      $        5,471.87  
213608 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA                  $        8,187.50  
213609 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2            $           140.06  
213610 ND STATE TREASURER                        $        5,497.36  

213611-213634 PAYROLL-JULY 15, 2016  $     799,645.16  
213635 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                 $           266.31  
213636 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC.  $        1,534.55  
213637 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES            $        2,998.40  
213638 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $           184.93  
213639 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                      $       17,441.42  
213640 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                 $             47.40  
213641 COMFORT INN                               $           225.00  
213642 COMFORT INN & SUITES/MANDAN               $           320.40  
213643 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.               $  3,338,159.40  
213644 CROSS/ROBERT                              $             37.80  
213645 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                       $        8,479.00  
213646 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                       $       13,285.30  
213647 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                 $             29.99  
213648 FERGUSON WATERWORKS                       $        1,045.09  
213649 FREI/RICHARD                              $           186.14  
213650 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC       $        5,275.00  
213651 JACOBSON/BARBARA                          $           128.72  
213652 JAMAR COMPANY                             $        4,500.00  
213653 JELLESED/LEIF L.                          $             38.88  
213654 LUND OIL, INC.                            $           846.45  
213655 ND COUNCIL OF EDUCATIONAL LEADERS         $           140.00  
213656 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT                   $       13,248.09  
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213657 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN.              $           615.00  
213658 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                     $           845.10  
213659 NOVAK/LARRY                               $             33.48  
213660 PARRISH/CALVIN                            $           700.00  
213661 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           102.46  
213662 SCHWARTZENBERGER/GARY                     $           202.00  
213663 SCOTT/ETHAN                               $        1,000.00  
213664 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC            $           443.57  
213665 VANTAGE RETIREMENT PLANS LLC              $             76.56  
213666 VOGEL LAW FIRM                            $           526.50  
213667 WAWSA                                     $     107,475.56  
213668 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           560.00  
213669 AT&T                                      $             42.62  
213670 CENTURY LINK                              $           164.08  
213671 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                       $             64.55  
213672 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.              $        1,434.95  
213673 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER               $           552.29  
213674 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $        4,152.62  
213675 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.              $        8,434.87  
213676 NEMONT                                    $             28.50  
213677 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $        5,420.07  
213678 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                 $             42.95  
213679 VERIZON WIRELESS                          $        6,010.28  
213680 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF          $        2,096.25  

213681-213694 PAYROLL-JULY 29, 2016  $     610,652.81  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
August 2, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on August 2, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting 
to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Brad Solberg presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending July 31, 

2016.   The Pledge Pool Agreement with Cornerstone Bank was discussed.  Moved by 
Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to approve the Pledge Pool Agreement with Cornerstone 
Bank.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Auditor Svihovec expressed concern that credit cards are not being used 

consistently by departments for item purchases that would be considered daily office 
operations or reimbursable purchases on expense vouchers. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

minutes, and bills, except for the Sheriff travel expenses to a Brand Inspection 
convention in Fargo and purchase of candy on the County credit card.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The Board of County Commissioners meeting recessed for the County Park 

Board meeting at 9:30 a.m.  The Board of County Commissioners meeting reconvened 
at 10:00 a.m.   

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the request from Justin 

Smith, Watford City Public Works, for the County to donate trucking of 1,000-1,200 
yards of fill dirt for the Kent Pelton Nature Park and a dozer to spread the fill on site.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
PWD Kanwar reported to the Board that Gratech, contractor on Route 12, has 

not made sufficient progress on the project.  ASA Schwarz felt that Gratech could get 
the project done if they immediately dedicate the employees and equipment to the 
project.  Based on current work done, Gratech will not complete the project this year.  
Two options for further action are available if Gratech does not put for the effort to 
complete the project.  These include $5,000/day fine if project is not completed on time 
or termination of their contract and approaching the next bidder.  Kanwar reported that 
Gratech had provided another crew and monitoring would continue to see if efforts to 
finish the project are sustained.  Gratech has been notified by that the County is 
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considering contract termination if progress does not improve with significant completion 
per contract date of November 1, 2016. 

 
PWD Kanwar discussed options for Right of Way acquisition and policy. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda to approve the proposal from Brosz 

Engineering, Inc. for construction engineering, survey, and materials testing for Route 
30 structure replacements.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Highway Superintendent Dollinger reported on Routes 31 and 36.  Chairman 

Cayko asked about Route 16 speed limits.   
 
Paul Sivertson, True Oil Company, thanked the Board for the weight waiver on 

Route 27 west from the Red Wing Plant.  He also requested consideration for a waiver 
during rain road closure events. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Gaming Site 

Authorization for Watford City Eagles Aerie #3543.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Blue Cross Blue Shield 

premiums the same as 2016 with no increase for 2017.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Rick Schreiber and Lynn Hovde, Arnegard Rural Fire Department, requested 

funding assistance of $250,000.00 for an Arnegard Rural Fire Department Fire Station.  
The total bid for the project is $730,000.00.  The Board directed Auditor Svihovec to add 
this to the 2017 budget in special projects. 

 
 Commissioner Best questioned the Sheriff on use of the County Credit Card for 
purchasing candy for the Arnegard 4th of July parade.  Best informed the Sheriff that 
other departments have been denied approval to furnish candy from their offices for the 
public and asked how to handle the inconsistent use of county funds and credit cards 
between departments.  Sheriff Schwartzenberger referred the Board to his personal 
attorney to address that question due to the current charges he is personally facing 
following an investigation by BCI for use of the county credit card. 
 
 Discussion was held with Sheriff Schwartzenberger over how the GIS mapping 
goes from the County to State Radio.  Commissioner Nordby stated he was willing to sit 
down with Sheriff Schwartzenberger and Commissioner Best to discuss 911.  
Commissioner Anderson suggested adding John Rolfsrud to a 911 committee. 
 

DES Manager Jappe updated the Board on donations and expenditures for the 
annual Emergency Responders Appreciation night.   
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The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m.   
 
The meeting reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with a Planning and Zoning Consent 

Agenda Public Hearing.   
 
Komron Hakakbachi presented information to support his application for a 

variance from industrial to residential and for a 2.2 acre lot size versus the 40 acre 
current minimum required for residential construction in an agricultural zone.  Permits 
for three mobile homes were issued by the County in January 2013 and were not 
activated.  The permits expired after six months and reapplication was required.  ASA 
Schwarz advised the Board is not obligated to renew the permits or approve the 
variance for a residence. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to follow the recommendation of denial 

based upon lot size and surrounding land use from the Planning and Zoning Board for 
the Komron Hakakbachi Consent Agenda Item.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Planning Director Talbert updated the Board on the cleanup and remediation of a 

site within the County. 
 
Megan Glaser, Hillside Court, discussed concerns regarding changes in 

management of Hillside Court.  Commissioner Best relayed that the County is waiting 
for two proposals from private sector management companies for alternatives.  The 
Board addressed questions from Glaser regarding Hillside Court concerns on behalf of 
the residents of the facility. 

 
Judges Schmidt and El  Dweek relayed support for staffing two security law 

enforcement officers for courtroom security once the Sheriff’s Office relocates to the 
Law Enforcement Center.   

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to utilize the Construction Manager at 

Risk (CMAR) method for the Sheriff Department Renovation project.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
The CMAR selection committee is comprised of an engineer, a contractor, a 

county representative, and an architect.  The Board appointed Nate Carlson and Glen 
Beard to serve on the CMAR committee, along with an ICON architect and project 
engineer chosen by ICON.  
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The Board appointed Nate Carlson and Commissioner Best to serve on the 
Building Committee for the Sheriff Department Renovation project. 

 
Jared Torstenson presented his assessment and report on TENORM Standards 

at the IHD Landfill.  Tri Township requested that they be kept informed of any 
information shared and discussed between the County and IHD. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the contract with Valley Air 

Med Service for $18,000.00 for 2017.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
HR Manager Willis discussed proposed changes in employees with the Board.  

The Board directed Willis to remove the “Open not recruiting” positions from the 
proposal and asked that Department Heads come to the Board if they need the position 
in 2017 and budgets will be amended at that time.  Willis will present a revised listing of 
changes to the Board at the August 16, 2016, meeting. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the Flat Top Road litigation pursuant to 
NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss the Flat Top Road litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, 
aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 5:55 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Todd 
Schwarz, Assistant State’s Attorney Neff, Auditor Svihovec, and Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud.   

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 6:33 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to accept the recommendation from Chief 

ASA Schwarz and ASA Neff on the Flat Top Road litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, 
nay; Best, aye; Cayko, nay; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  With 3 votes aye and 2 votes 
nay, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve paying Sheriff 

Schwartzenberger’s travel voucher and the credit card expense of $40.75 for parade 
candy.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The meeting recessed at 6:31 p.m. until August 16, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

August 16, 2016 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on August 16, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Ron Anderson, Doug Nordby, 
Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Absent: Commissioner Cayko.  Vice Chairman Nordby 
called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning & Zoning 

Consent Agenda as presented. All voting aye, motion carried.  Items approved are: 1. 
Melgaard Construction - CUP 0026-16 - Recommend approval of the Conditional Use 
Permit 0026-16 (CUP)  Melgaard Construction to the County Commission to allow a 
gravel mine.  Adopt the findings and conditions as provided in the staff report; 2. ND72 
LLC - PUD 0002-16 - Recommend approval of the Planned Unit Development 0002-16 
(PUD) ND72, LLC to the County Commission to allow a Planned Unit Development.  
Adopt the findings and conditions as provided in the staff report; 3. Caliber Bear Den 
Interconnect - CUP 0036-16 - Recommend approval of Conditional Use Permit 0036-16 
Caliber Bear Den Interconnect to the County Commission to permit the Two Truck off-
load facilities. Adopt the findings and conditions as provided in the staff report; 4. 
Sacagewea Pipeline Co. - CUP 0037-16 - Recommend approval of Conditional Use 
Permit 0037-16 Sacagewea Pipeline Co.  to the County Commission to permit a 2 mile, 
16” pipeline to connect Johnson’s Corner and Dakota Access pipeline.   Adopt the 
findings and conditions as provided in the staff report.  Item denied was: 5. Three Forks 
RV Park - CUP 0035-16 - Recommend denial of Conditional Use Permit 0035-16 Three 
Forks RV Park to the County Commission to allow the RV park. Adopt the findings as 
provided in the staff report.  

 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the 2017 budget for Upper 
Missouri District Health Unit as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
Commissioners Cayko and Skarda will be attending the Joint Board of Commissioners 
on September 8, 2016 at 8:30 a.m. 
 
 Petitions for Section Line Closures were presented.  Commissioner Anderson 
requested that GIS maps be provided at the public hearing, showing any existing 
structures on the locations.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to set the public 
hearing for section line closures for September 19, 2016, at 1:00 p.m.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Water Bills and Other 
Bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Commissioner Nordby reported that a replacement would need to be appointed 
to the Social Services Board for Brad Solberg.  Nordby also reported that Bethany 
Devlin has been appointed by the City of Watford City to replace Doug Bolken on the 
Planning & Zoning Board. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the out of state travel for 
Karolin Jappe to attend radiation/nuclear waste training in Nevada.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The training will be paid by NDDES Homeland Security funds. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the out of state travel for Jerry 
Samuelson to attend that National American Legion Conference in Ohio.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to appoint Jim Talbert to serve as the 
voting representative on the proposed ND Building Code amendments meeting in 
Bismarck on September 7 and 8, 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried.  
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to set $10.00 per square foot as the rent 
for the new Law Enforcement Center space for the 2017-2019 biennium for state 
agencies; ND Highway Patrol and BCI, with approximately 465 square feet each.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.   
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve executing the Engagement 
Letter/Agreement with Eide Bailly for 1094C and 1095C ACA reporting for 2016 
employees.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Jason Horning and Terry Traynor, NDACO, provided background on the ND 
Emergency Communications Coordinating Committee and discussed the Biennial 
Status Report for 2016, as well as operations and logistics for 911 state operations. 
 
 Richard Johnson, Bob Wisness, Kent Pedersen, and Ron Pedersen all far on 
Routes 27 and 30.  They requested that the weight limit be changed from 6 tons per 
axle to 80,000 pounds GVW.  The farmers will work with PWD Kanwar on a solution.  
Suggested solutions included a harvest permit, changing the weight limit to 80,000 
pounds GVW, and reducing the speed limit with higher weights. 
 
 PWD Kanwar reported that Gratech has increased their resources significantly 
on Route 12 and Kanwar is confident Gratech can complete the project on time. 
 
 Kent Luttschwager, Wildlife Resource Section Leader, ND Game & Fish 
Department, requested a cooperative contract for participation in road improvements on 
2.5 miles and 0.08 miles along the Lewis & Clark river bottom, leading to the gun range 
with an approximate cost of $150,000.00.  The Game & Fish grant would pass through 
the County.  The County would manage the project, including bidding, supervise the 
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project, and pay all the bills.  The Board authorized Kanwar to work with Game & Fish to 
develop the necessary agreements. 
 
 Kanwar presented a letter of support for the Highway 85 Four Lane project from 
Watford City to Belfield. 
 
 Casey Furey, Crowley Fleck Law Firm representing Precision Completion, 
presented explanation for resolving a disputed temporary housing fees of $1.50 per 
square foot for years 2013-2015.  Precision requested relief for units not in use or not 
able to be used and requested a reduced fee of 10 cents per square foot for the 
unoccupied units.  Chief ASA Schwarz requested that the Board deny the request as 
services would be provided to the vacant units as well.  The Board took no action on the 
matter. 
 
 HR Manager Willis presented an updated 2017 salary chart for McKenzie County 
positions.  Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to approve the preliminary salary 
proposal as presented with a total cost of $13,046,941.  With 3 votes aye and 1 vote 
nay (Skarda), motion carried. 
 
 Willis reviewed the Sheriff Department policy change recommendations, which 
included that “immediate family members may be authorized to ride as passengers 
upon signature of waiver of liability and approval of the Sheriff or designee.”  Willis read 
an email from the County’s NDIRF insurance agent advising that family members riding 
in vehicles that may have to respond to an emergency would pose a huge liability 
exposure for the County.  The Board requested that Willis obtain more specific 
information from NDIRF on their position on this issue before the Board makes a 
decision. 
 
 Willis reported she had still not received signed employee handbook 
acknowledgement forms or signed cell phone use policy forms from the Sheriff’s 
Department. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Fargo Glass & Paint 
proposal to replace and repair the Library entry glass and door at a cost of $5,819.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

Commissioner Nordby asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 
Executive Session for attorney consultation on the investigation update pursuant to 
NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss the Flat Top Road litigation.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, 
aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Cayko absent.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 5:02 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Nordby, Skarda; Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Todd Schwarz, 
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State’s Attorney Rodenbiker, HR Manager Willis, Auditor Svihovec, and Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud.   

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 5:33 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to follow legal counsel advice as provided 

in executive session.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, 
aye.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 5:43 p.m. until September 7, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 
 

Warrant # Vendor Name Amount 
213695 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                         108.46 
213696 ACCUSOURCE INC.                          318.20 
213697 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                1,211.98 
213698 AG COMMUNICATION                         20.00 
213699 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          87.50 
213700 AMAZON/SYNCB                             884.07 
213701 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   23.95 
213702 AMERICAN WORKING DOGS, INC.              105.00 
213703 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       1,222.70 
213704 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     110.00 
213705 AUEN/RANDIE                              700.00 
213706 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        797.74 
213707 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES   1,850.00 
213708 BADLANDS POWER FUELS, LLC                375.00 
213709 BAKER & TAYLOR                           1,450.40 
213710 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              1,280.48 
213711 BARRETT PHARMACY                         12.78 
213712 BATEMAN/TRAVIS                           87.50 
213713 BAUMAN/BARBARA                           48.60 
213714 BELL/MARY                                254.12 
213715 BEST WESTERN KELLY INN                   557.93 
213716 BEST/VAWNITA                             4,730.32 
213717 BLUE LUBE                                730.53 
213718 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                1,183.10 
213719 BOOK SYSTEMS, INC.                       705.00 
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213720 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          1,099.08 
213721 BRADY'S ROADSIDE SERVICE                 224.50 
213722 BRENNA/TAMMY                             38.88 
213723 BURNS & MCDONNELL                        22,633.07 
213724 BUTTONS BY FISH                          1,098.35 
213725 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            10,497.51 
213726 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            10,712.50 
213727 C&D WATER SERVICES                       68.00 
213728 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      17.99 
213729 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       306.50 
213730 CAYKO/RICHARD                            754.28 
213731 CELLEBRITE INC                           3,798.99 
213732 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 588,299.83 
213733 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     1,867.10 
213734 CEYNAR/BILL                              423.56 
213735 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                   52.50 
213736 CHECKERS, INC.                           120.00 
213737 CHISHOLM/AARON                           43.62 
213738 CLOCK/LLOYD                              1,312.40 
213739 CLOUD/CHRISTOPHER                        144.49 
213740 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.         2,939.84 
213741 COMFORT SUITES                           80.00 
213742 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           2,947.03 
213743 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.              2,663,398.15 
213744 CRIGHTON/DAVID L.                        1,360.00 
213745 DAKOTA WIRE WORKS, INC.                  116.54 
213746 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES                      977.50 
213747 DAVIS/STEPHENIE                          50.00 
213748 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    220.00 
213749 DEALERS ELECTRICAL SUPPLY                3.43 
213750 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 161.78 
213751 DEMCO                                    167.13 
213752 DTE,INC.                                 119,397.00 
213753 E & M SERVICES                           10,810.00 
213754 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE              5,645.44 
213755 ELKAN, INC                               8,282.03 
213756 EVERDIXIE USA/EMS SUPPLY CO.             5,990.00 
213757 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                83,498.69 
213758 FASTENAL COMPANY                         974.63 
213759 FEDORENKO/EUGENE                         5,020.00 
213760 FINSAAS/DARRELL                          46.44 
213761 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST         1,611.30 
213762 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     4,187.20 
213763 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                       801.00 
213764 FOSS/BONNIE                              269.72 
213765 FOX HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB            413.16 
213766 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   4,023.75 
213767 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.     1,322.28 
213768 GALLS INCORPORATED                       415.69 
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213769 GEM CITY MOTORS                          895.92 
213770 GENE'S TREE SERVICE                      150.00 
213771 GO AGGREGATES LLC                        739,360.78 
213772 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.        27.00 
213773 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     519,713.39 
213774 GREG'S WELDING INC.                      578.62 
213775 HAGEN/DEBBERA A.                         2,640.00 
213776 HANNAHER'S                               1,307.41 
213777 HARRISON/SADIE                           123.36 
213778 HAUCK/SHERLENE KAY                       2,420.00 
213779 HAUGE/LORI                               100.45 
213780 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                  445.76 
213781 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR   4,500.00 
213782 HEDAHL'S INC.                            394.84 
213783 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     2,419.01 
213784 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                       142.74 
213785 HIGGENS/AMBER                            51.52 
213786 HOLIDAY INN/FARGO                        160.20 
213787 HOLTE/KAREN L.                           10.50 
213788 HOME OF ECONOMY                          684.81 
213789 HORIZON RESOURCES                        168.52 
213790 HP INC.                                  142.74 
213791 IBS, INC                                 3,908.02 
213792 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 37,946.41 
213793 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                 5,462.93 
213794 JACK & JILL                              4,486.89 
213795 JAMAR COMPANY                            14,722.21 
213796 JAPPE/KAROLIN                            227.04 
213797 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                        5,030.00 
213798 JOHNSON/LACEY                            72.36 
213799 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                           280.39 
213800 JOHNSRUD/MERTON A                        12,400.00 
213801 JORGENSON/FAYE                           23,862.00 
213802 KDSR RADIO SERVICES                      485.00 
213803 KIESON/CRAIG A                           744.00 
213804 KINDER MORGAN INC                        700.00 
213805 KIRBY/VALERY                             425.93 
213806 KIRKLAND/JIM                             81.20 
213807 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              3,751.02 
213808 KONECRANES                               17,943.67 
213809 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              17,071.50 
213810 KUMMER'S PUMPING                         400.00 
213811 KUPPER CHEVROLET                         600.00 
213812 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                377.40 
213813 LAROSE/LEANN                             76.00 
213814 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                639.84 
213815 LASS/KOREY                               101.50 
213816 LEE'S TIRE CENTER, INC.                  460.66 
213817 LEWIS/JAY                                12.96 
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213818 LEXIPOL LLC                              5,073.00 
213819 LOWE'S PRINTING, INC.                    40.95 
213820 LUND OIL, INC.                           7,335.37 
213821 LYLE SIGNS INC.                          4,485.15 
213822 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                      2,963.01 
213823 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH        34.50 
213824 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE  80.00 
213825 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE            404.54 
213826 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.               715.00 
213827 MCNANEY/CHARLES                          39.96 
213828 MCRANDALL MOBILE GLASS, LLC              625.00 
213829 MERCER COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT.            480.00 
213830 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP  993.51 
213831 MOE/MICHELLE I                           2,420.00 
213832 MONDAK DOOR, LLC                         1,485.00 
213833 MURI/GARVIN O.                           12,560.00 
213834 MURI/ROBERT C                            42,858.00 
213835 NATIONAL SHERIFFS' ASSOCIATION           58.00 
213836 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     1,355.36 
213837 ND DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH                  1,000.00 
213838 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION               1,567.83 
213839 ND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSN.            60.00 
213840 ND FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE             640.00 
213841 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION                 191.40 
213842 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        5,780.00 
213843 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS            1,080.00 
213844 NDAAO                                    250.00 
213845 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    20,793.86 
213846 ND72, LLC                                350.00 
213847 NEFF JR/CHARLES                          86.00 
213848 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                       165.00 
213849 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                     347,325.63 
213850 NELSON/LARRY H                           10,106.00 
213851 NORBY/LYNETTE                            37.80 
213852 NORTH DAKOTA HORIZONS                    30.00 
213853 NORTHERN MONTANA TEXTILE SERVICES        1,905.13 
213854 NORTHWEST NARCOTICS TASK FORCE           14,329.00 
213855 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        2,000.08 
213856 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     1,139.17 
213857 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC                     1,820.85 
213858 OLSON/DOUG                               30.24 
213859 OLSON/H. WAYNE                           12.00 
213860 OMLID/ARDEN N                            846.67 
213861 OMLID/MILTON O                           846.66 
213862 OMLID/ROBERT L                           31,640.67 
213863 OVERDRIVE, INC                           3,000.00 
213864 PARRISH/CALVIN                           450.00 
213865 PAYSTUBZ                                 1,278.00 
213866 PEERY/SANDY                              459.24 
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213867 PEREZ/MAYLE                              10.50 
213868 PHARMCHEM. INC.                          525.00 
213869 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC                   331,564.89 
213870 PRAXAIR                                  495.77 
213871 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC                       91.00 
213872 QUALE/DARREL                             1,014.60 
213873 QUILL CORPORATION                        882.34 
213874 RADERMECHER/ROBERT L & WANDA C           3,794.00 
213875 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                32,081.52 
213876 RELIANCE TELEPHONE, INC.                 9,500.00 
213877 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              240.00 
213878 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA               1,180.25 
213879 RICE/CHERI A                             3,794.00 
213880 RICOH USA, INC                           345.00 
213881 RINK/DELMER L                            5,394.00 
213882 ROADWORX, LLC                            728,504.92 
213883 ROCK SOLID STABILIZATION & RECLAMATION   1,077,101.27 
213884 ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS, INC.        425.97 
213885 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                         86.18 
213886 ROLLA/SHANIA                             140.47 
213887 S & S MOTORS                             1,001.86 
213888 SAGE/CORRINE                             36.72 
213889 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          100.00 
213890 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE                       10.50 
213891 SCHROEDER/JORDAN DEAN                    5.00 
213892 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                          1,650.00 
213893 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                     9,974.25 
213894 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB.                926.48 
213895 SIVERTSON/DONALD                         67,184.00 
213896 SKY DANCER HOTEL & CASINO                527.40 
213897 SOLBERG/BRAD                             295.16 
213898 SOLID WASTE ASSN. OF NORTH AMERICA       212.00 
213899 SORENSON/DESIREE                         365.22 
213900 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                11,437.43 
213901 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                        237.75 
213902 STAUNER/AMY                              28.24 
213903 STEIN'S INC.                             1,158.69 
213904 STREICHER'S                              609.07 
213905 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR                  123.50 
213906 SUPERIOR LAMP INC.                       1,676.64 
213907 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                        250.56 
213908 SWAN LAW FIRM, PLLC                      1,755.00 
213909 TASTE OF HOME                            10.00 
213910 THOMPSON/TRAVIS                          189.31 
213911 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     385.74 
213912 TITANIUM PLUMBING                        125.00 
213913 TOY/NANCY                                22.95 
213914 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                  8,283.83 
213915 TRANA/KATHY                              49.50 
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213916 TRANE U.S. INC.                          19,764.64 
213917 TWIN CITY HARDWARE                       78.32 
213918 ULINE                                    97.60 
213919 UNIFORM CENTER                           775.00 
213920 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     10,998.68 
213921 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                    6,758.20 
213922 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                 120,074.95 
213923 VISION WEST ND                           1,500.00 
213924 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                200.00 
213925 WATFORD CITY VETERINARY CENTER           85.00 
213926 WE INTEGRATE                             105.00 
213927 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                        4,129.89 
213928 WG & D CONSTRUCTION                      450.00 
213929 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                438.00 
213930 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT        250.00 
213931 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   1,817.00 
213932 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.               2,046.04 
213933 WISNESS/MILO                             10,735.00 
213934 WISNESS/MONIQUE                          283.52 
213935 WISNESS/PAUL                             10,735.00 
213936 WOLD/GARY                                7,560.00 
213937 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY             2,123.30 
213938 4IMPRINT                                 213.14 
213939 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST         40.75 
213940 MRACHEK/RAYMOND                          97.20 
213941 SCHWARTZENBERGER/GARY                    70.00 

213942-213970 PAYROLL-AUGUST 12, 2016 738,095.09 
213971 ALEXANDER PARK DISTRICT                  23.33 
213972 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.     5,110.61 
213973 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2           71.50 
213974 ND STATE TREASURER                       608.85 
213975 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                     220.00 
213976 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        76.03 
213977 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     417,312.37 
213978 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     19,780.26 
213979 BLUE LUBE                                89.99 
213980 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                28.13 
213981 C&D WATER SERVICES                       39.50 
213982 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 876,850.57 
213983 CROSS/ROBERT                             37.80 
213984 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      2,238.47 
213985 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                      76,035.39 
213986 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     864,056.79 
213987 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                       617.90 
213988 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC      2,610.00 
213989 JELLESED/LEIF L.                         38.88 
213990 LUND OIL, INC.                           1,027.69 
213991 LUPINE CONSTRUCTION, INC                 8,580.00 
213992 ND EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT ASSN.            60.00 
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213993 NDAOGPC                                  6,000.00 
213994 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    988.50 
213995 NORTHWEST NARCOTICS TASK FORCE           26,771.14 
213996 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     1,097.51 
213997 POCHANT/JAIMI                            750.00 
213998 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              104.06 
213999 SMITH/JEREMY                             10.00 

214000 
SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION 
CENTER 21,274.89 

214001 VALLEY MED FLIGHT                        17,999.96 
214002 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC           885.46 
214003 VOGEL LAW FIRM                           66.00 
214004 WAWSA                                    155,097.45 
214005 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     560.00 
214006 AT&T                                     42.62 
214007 CENTURY LINK                             164.13 
214008 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      58.55 
214009 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.             1,534.45 
214010 LYREC                                    401.35 
214011 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER              232.41 
214012 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             4,785.65 
214013 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             10,072.18 
214014 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              4,556.88 
214015 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                42.95 
214016 VERIZON WIRELESS                         6,733.22 
214017 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF         2,187.96 

214018-214039 PAYROLL-AUGUST 26, 2016 734,302.51 
816001 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                 102.20 
816002 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                 5.00 
816003 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             12,379.08 
816004 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             25,292.06 
816005 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             54,692.81 
816006 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             3,871.36 
816007 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             87,779.76 
816008 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             108.75 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
September 7, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 7, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Barbara Curren presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending August 

31, 2016.    
 
Commissioner Nordby questioned Lt. Mike Schmitz as to the budget authority 

and need for the purchase of four Humvees from ND Surplus Property.  Schmitz 
explained that two vehicles were going to be used for parts to make the other two 
vehicles operational and for repairs.  Schmitz stated the Humvees will be used for 
search and rescues in tough terrain areas and recovery of abandoned vehicles.  Sheriff 
Schwartzenberger stated a local mechanic will be repairing the Humvees to make them 
operational.  Schwartzenberger argued that he has the budget authority and should not 
have to bring purchases to the Board if they are within his approved budget authority.  
Nordby requested that the Sheriff Department follow the same procedures as all other 
departments and bring vehicle purchases to the Board for approval prior to purchasing.  
Commissioners Best and Anderson stated they also wanted to know about these 
purchases prior so they could have answered questions from citizens.  Commissioner 
Best questioned the Sheriff on the staffing levels and how many deputies are 
responding to calls. 

 
Commissioner Best questioned the process for armorer’s training and the history 

of how weapons were managed in the past.  Schmitz explained that it was more cost 
effective to send employees to training than to have a vendor do armorer repairs.  
Commissioner Best also questioned sending two additional employees to sniper 
training.  Sheriff Schwartzenberger said they were building their resource. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, minutes 

and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to authorize Treasurer’s Department 

Manager, Barbara A. Curren, to have signature authority on all McKenzie County bank 
accounts at First International Bank, Cornerstone Bank, and Dakota West Credit Union.  
Upon roll call, all members voted aye, motion carried. 
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State’s Attorney Rodenbiker updated the Board on the negotiated Escrow 
Agreement with ND Developments LLC.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to 
execute the Escrow Agreement with North Dakota Developments, LLC (Great American 
Lodge) as presented by State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Nordby reported that talks are ongoing with the City of Watford 

City on the Law Enforcement Center Joint Powers Agreement. 
 
Commissioner Best updated the Board on Hillside Court operations and 

challenges.  Facility Manager Nate Carlson requested clarification on operation and 
decision making authority for all parties involved, and that it be done in writing.  The 
Board authorized Carlson and Housing Coordinator Skarda to gather the information 
and provide recommendations for operations and management of the facility.   

 
Public Works Director Kanwar reported that the Route 12 reconstruction/paving 

project is on schedule.   
 
Kanwar discussed the proposed right of way acquisition policy with the Board 

and recommended that the policy be published in the McKenzie County Farmer inviting 
comments from the public in writing and in person at the October 4, 2016 Board 
meeting.  The Board authorized Kanwar to publish the policy inviting public comments. 

 
Kanwar reported that the O’Day Fuel System is working better and the County is 

now able to track several vehicle statistics. 
 
Kanwar requested the landfill water truck proposal be tabled until the October 4, 

2016, meeting.   
 
Kanwar presented an extension to the contract with Jared Torstenson for review 

of the IHD comments in response to Torstenson’s presentation and report.  Moved by 
Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the contract extension with Jared Torstenson, 
not to exceed $3,000.00, to review and prepare a response to the IHD comments.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Road Department will be posting “Local Traffic Only” signs on Route 35 until 

the paving project has been completed. 
 
Commissioner Nordby reported that the Security and Emergency Policy manuals 

have been updated and have been given to the Sheriff for approval. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to accept State’s Attorney 

Rodenbiker’s resignation with great regret and thanked Rodenbiker for his service and 
contribution to McKenzie County.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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State’s Attorney Rodenbiker reported that Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Todd 
Schwarz will fill the duties of the State’s Attorney in Rodenbiker’s absence until the 
Board appoints a replacement State’s Attorney.  Chairman Cayko advised the Board 
that there were options for filling the position, including advertising for the position or 
filling it from within the existing staff.  Commissioners Skarda and Best both supported 
advertising for the position.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to advertise for the 
position with the application deadline being set to September 30, 2016, with applicants 
to be presented at the October 4, 2016, meeting, and the position awarded at the 
October 18, 2016, meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to execute a contract with CBM for 

commissary services at the Law Enforcement Center using the Jail Administrator 
language in the contract.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Grassy Butte raffle 

permit.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Chairman Cayko reported to the Board that the Internal Audit conducted on the 

Sheriff Department’s 2014 revenue records had been finalized.  Commissioner Best 
questioned whether the $29,163.53 deposit made on February 5, 2015, had been 
accounted for in the audit report.  The audit report shows a shortage of $8,410.73.  
Sheriff Schwartzenberger stated that recommendations in the audit report had been 
implemented in the Sheriff’s Department.   

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the out of state travel 

request from the Sheriff’s Department for travel to a Zuercher One Conference in Sioux 
Falls, SD.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioners Cayko, Skarda, and Best will attend the UMDHU annual joint 

board meeting at 8:30 a.m. on September 8, 2016. 
 
Facility Manager Carlson presented a proposal and cost estimate for the LEC 

storage building.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the base LEC 
storage building at $586,150, plus the following alternates; C-1, MP-1, X-1, MP-2, and 
A-4, totaling $698,025.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve LEC Change Order #8 in the 

amount of $27,012.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:35 a.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Reice Haase, Cardno, on behalf of Peregrine Petroleum Partners Ltd., presented 

a request for section line encroachment in the SESE of Section 15, Township 146N, 
Range 102W.   The Board requested a metes and bounds description along with a 
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signed affidavit from the landowner to be included with a prepared resolution for 
consideration at the October 4, 2016, regular meeting. 

 
HR Manager Willis presented a request for approval of out of state training and 

travel for Jennifer Peglau, Planning Department Code Enforcer.  Moved by Anderson, 
seconded by Skarda, to approve the out of state Code Enforcement training in New 
Orleans for Jennifer Peglau.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the request for 80 hours of 

donated sick leave for Lorelei Reed in the State’s Attorney’s Office.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the October 1, 2016, early 

hiring of two 2017 approved positions in the Sheriff’s Department as follows: Court 
Security Officer and Quality Assurance Director (Corrections).  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson to approve the 2017 Preliminary 

Budget as presented, including a proposed levy of $5,211,400 and to hold a public 
hearing on the 2017 budget on September 20, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in Commissioner’s 
Room at the Courthouse.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
2017 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 

MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
2015 2016 2017 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
   County Board $205,281  $209,867  $224,123  

Housing Authority Board 23,002 77,451 82,676 
Auditor/Treasurer 489,030 646,170 664,559 
Motor Vehicle/Passports 450,909 291,889 221,812 
State's Attorney 683,826 861,797 860,505 
Recorder/Tax Director 864,160 1,210,097 749,936 
County Superintendent 71,786 81,514 80,967 
Planning & Zoning 1,200,401 1,125,269 725,324 
Human Resources 100,155 145,612 155,840 
GIS Department 564,030 408,922 318,888 
Custodian 383,939 512,343 566,876 
Courthouse Maintenance 384,552 510,000 500,000 
Building Fund 19,232,340 27,100,000 19,550,000 



 
 

361 
 
 

Elections 3,386 54,700 1,500 
Landfill 4,186,458 2,599,839 1,663,332 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 48,172 55,000 180,000 
WSI Medical Expense 0 1,000 1,000 
Job Service 15,078 18,000 22,000 
Audit Fees 41,734 25,000 27,500 
Court  Appointed Atty - Mental Health 
Fees 3,388 8,000 8,000 
Forest Service - Litigation 50,607 75,000 150,000 
Property & Liability Insurance 73,207 50,000 100,000 
Rental Property 301,982 200,000 0 
Temporary Offices/ Storage Units 147,393 60,000 20,000 
Telephone System & Maintenance 45,558 70,000 25,000 
Publishing, Printing 40,983 70,000 45,000 
Dues, Registrations 44,967 26,500 40,000 
Postage 32,420 35,000 35,000 
Mailing Machine 5,772 7,500 7,500 
Copier Expense 14,702 15,000 25,000 
Technology/Computer Expense 667,246 1,015,000 805,000 
Remediation & Reclamation 0 0 500,000 
Miscellaneous 721,971 550,000 400,000 
Special Projects 1,522,819 2,500,000 2,500,000 
Equipment & Office Furniture 8,755 0 0 
Wolf Pup Daycare 100,000 100,000 150,000 
McKenzie County Health Care System 200,000 300,000 300,000 
Family Crisis Shelter 10,000 10,000 20,000 
Williston Community Services 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Watford City Airport 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Alexander Senior Citizens 15,000 15,000 0 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000 8,000 8,000 
McKenzie Co Rural Fire - OT/weekend 
housing 97,500 90,000 85,000 
Lewis & Clark Museum 32,000 41,600 70,000 
Pioneer Museum 15,000 25,000 25,000 
McKenzie County Heritage Association 35,000 35,000 35,000 
Tri-County Economic Development 45,000 26,000 26,000 
County Fair (General Fund 2017) 0 75,000 75,000 
Atmospheric Resources (General Fund 
2017) 0 90,000 115,000 
Tourism & Recreation 81,732 83,385 95,418 

TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $33,329,241  $41,575,455  $32,321,756  
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2017 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 

 
2015 2016 2017 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION REQUEST 

PUBLIC SAFETY  
   County Sheriff $4,912,490  $5,730,114  $4,966,022  

Dispatch 0 1,258,826 1,113,090 
Jail - LE Center 2,627,514 1,930,494 3,924,108 
County Coroner 38,410 35,700 33,600 
Disaster Emergency Service 233,509 118,304 111,575 
Risk Management Coordinator 7,997 20,304 0 
McKenzie County Ambulance 127,600 0 127,600 
Alexander First Responders 4,000 4,000 4,000 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $7,951,520  $9,097,742  $10,279,995  

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $41,280,761 $50,673,197 $42,601,751 

    TRANSFERS FROM GENERAL FUND 
TO OTHER FUNDS 

   Road & Bridge $45,000,000 $33,500,000 $25,000,000 
County Park 0 125,000 155,000 
Job Development Authority 0 0 150,000 
County Library 0 0 150,000 

TOTAL TRANSFERS $45,000,000 $33,625,000 $25,455,000 

    
GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $86,280,761 $84,298,197 $68,056,751 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads - Tfr to 

R&B $5,000,000 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 
Highway Tax Distribution Fund - Tfr to 
R&B 1,200,000 2,000,000 750,000 
County Road & Bridge 79,385,643 100,983,119 67,311,720 
County Human Services 1,540,828 1,841,351 1,886,722 
Veteran's Services 46,410 74,997 118,902 
County Agent 166,610 186,693 176,794 
County Park 59,698 160,016 190,716 
Public Library 279,061 301,354 521,058 
Public Library - Tfr to Bookmobile 3,000 10,000 0 
Bookmobile - Tfr to Purchase 
Bookmobile 0 0 92,900 
Social Security - Tfr to Co Agt & 
Veterans 18,916 0 0 
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Water Resource District 3,729,966 6,311,331 6,096,196 
Weed Control 464,817 482,436 504,059 
Job Development Authority 173,933 172,288 311,395 
Self Insurance Fund 2,132,004 3,201,750 3,707,000 
Document Preservation Fund 88,650 47,195 46,000 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness 2,984 20,500 42,000 
E911 139,214 287,100 371,600 
Federal Entitlement Fund - Tfr to Soc 
Serv 750,000 0 0 
2016 Certificate Fund 25,132 500,000 4,010,000 
District Health Unit 109,634 150,971 126,000 
Historical Society 10,300 29,844 42,600 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS $95,326,800 $119,760,945 $89,305,662 

 
      

Total including Interfund Transfers $181,607,561 $204,059,142 $157,362,413 
Less Interfund Transfers (51,971,916) (38,635,000) (29,297,900) 

GRAND TOTALS $129,635,645 $165,424,142 $128,064,513 

    2017 PRELIMINARY COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

    The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed 
expenditures for 2017. 

    
 

2017 Budget 
 

Proposed 

 
Requests 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy 

General Fund 68,056,751 79,370,616 860,000 
Unorganized District Roads 3,000,000 2,802,312 894,400 
Road & Bridge Fund 67,311,720 68,795,047 1,720,000 
Social Services 1,886,722 1,142,334 750,000 
Veteran's Services 118,902 10,484 112,000 
County Agent 176,794 73,196 107,500 
Public Library 521,058 347,864 200,000 
Water Resource District 6,096,196 6,066,803 0 
Weed Control 504,059 227,491 280,500 
Job Development Authority 311,395 193,208 123,000 
Health Unit 126,000 1,390 125,000 
Historical Society 42,600 4,021 39,000 

    Total Requests and Levies Required 148,152,197 159,034,766 5,211,400 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve LEC Change Order #9 in a 
total amount of $710,424.00, which includes the storage building approved previously.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the investigation update pursuant to 
NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss the investigation update.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; 
Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 2:50 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; State’s Attorney Jake Rodenbiker, Auditor 
Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and HR Manager Willis. 

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 2:58 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.  Chairman Cayko reported 
that the Board approved a motion to follow attorney advice while in Executive Session. 
 

The meeting recessed at 3:00 p.m. until September 9, 2016, at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Special Meeting – September 9, 2016 
 

Chairman Cayko called a special meeting of the Board of Commissioners of 
McKenzie County, North Dakota to meet at the Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie 
County Courthouse in Watford City, North Dakota on September 9, 2016.  Present: 
Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson (by phone), Doug Nordby (by phone), 
Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and 
State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. 

 
The special meeting was called to discuss the FOP Defense Fund bill that was 

approved at the September 7, 2016, meeting.  The bill was for annual personal off-duty 
defense coverage through the FOP Defense Fund for Sheriff Schwartzenberger and Lt. 
Mike Schmitz, billed at $282.00 each.  The applications submitted with the voucher 
were completed with personal addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses for 
both Schwartzenberger and Schmitz. 

 
Sheriff Schwartzenberger reported that the insurance coverage is for the defense 

of command staff members to cover the liabilities related to decisions made by 
command staff while off duty.   

 
Chairman Cayko asked about covering off-duty actions and asked if this was a 

personal insurance policy.  State’s Attorney Rodenbiker stated this policy is personal 
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insurance and not county coverage.  Rodenbiker stated that the ND Insurance Reserve 
Fund covers county employees acting in the scope of employment.  Commissioners 
Anderson and Nordby asked if other counties provided this coverage to their 
employees. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to reconsider the September 7, 2016, 

motion to approve the bill to FOP Legal Defense Fund in the amount of $564.00 to allow 
time to find out if other counties pay for this coverage on behalf of sheriff department 
command staff.  Commissioner Skarda expressed her concern and disagreement with 
reconsidering a motion that had already been voted on and approved by the board to 
pay this bill.  With 4 votes aye and 1 vote nay (Skarda), motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 10:39 a.m. until September 19, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 

 
 

Special Meeting – September 19, 2016 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 19, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron 
Anderson, Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy 
Auditor Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko 
called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201601- ConocoPhillips Boxer 21-6H was reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

150 North, Range 96 West and Township 149 North, Range 96 West of the 5th 
Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being 
further described as: 

 
A tract of land located within the S/2S/2 of Section 31, Township 150 North, 

Range 96 West, and the N/2N/2 of Section 6, Township 149 North, Range 96 West, of 
the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, North Dakota; said tract being a strip of 
land 66 feet in width and lying 33 feet on each side of the following section line, which is 
generally described as follows: 

Commencing at the northwest corner of said Section 6; thence S89°52’20”E 
along the north line of said Section 6, a distance of 1700.00 feet to the point of 
beginning (P.O.B.); thence S89°52’20”E, 940.00 feet along the north line of said Section 
6 to the point terminus (P.O.T.) also lying N89°07’20”W, 2407.57 feet from the northeast 
quarter of said Section 6. Total easement area = 1.42 acres more or less. 
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WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201602- ConocoPhillips Inga 14-21H was reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

148 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A tract of land located within the S½ of the SW¼ of Section 12 and the N½ of the 

NW¼ of Section 13, Township 148 North, Range 98 West, of the 5th Principal Meridian, 
McKenzie County, North Dakota; said tract being a strip of land 66 feet in width and 
lying 33 feet on each side of the following section line, which is generally described as 
follows: 

Commencing at the southwest corner of said Section 12; thence S89°53’10”E 
along the south line of said Section 12, a distance of 1500.00 feet to the point of 
beginning (P.O.B.); thence S89°53’10”E, 1132.32 feet along the south line of said 
Section 12 to the point terminus (P.O.T.) also lying N89°53’10”W, 2632.32 feet from the 
southeast corner of said Section 12. Total easement area = 1.72 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 



 
 

367 
 
 

Section Line Closure Petition 201603- ConocoPhillips Amanda 21-14H and Ole 
Bole 24-11H was reviewed.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to table this 
petition to the October 18, 2016, meeting and until questions can be answered about 
rerouting the flare line and whether the section line needs to be closed at all.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201604- ConocoPhillips Cherry Creek State 11-

25H was reviewed.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to table this petition to 
the October 18, 2016, meeting and until the length of the closure can be verified and 
questions answered.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz suggests to the Board to reconsider 

petitions 201601 and 201602.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to reconsider 
201601 and 201602 and table to the October 18, 2016, meeting and until the length of 
the closure can be verified and questions answered.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201605- ConocoPhillips Cleo 1-12H was reviewed.  

Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to table this petition to the October 18, 2016, 
meeting and until the length of the closure can be verified and questions answered.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201606- HRC Operating LLC Evans Pad was 
reviewed.   

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

152 North, Range 93 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
Beginning at a point on the West line of the SW¼SW¼ of Section 9, T152N, 

R93W, 5th P.M., which bears N00°01’53”E 1095.23’ from the Southwest corner of said 
Section 9, along the section line thence N00°01’53”E 451.28’ to a point on the west line 
of Lot 7 of said Section 9, which bears N00°01’53”E 1546.51’ from the Southwest corner 
of said Section 9. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
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IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201607- Zavanna LLC Pvt Goodrich 1-22H was 
reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

152 North, Range 104 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
Commencing at the Southeast corner of said Section 22, being a found 5/8” 

rebar; thence along said South quarter line North 89°56’17” West a distance of 679 feet 
to the point of beginning of said discontinuation line; thence continuing along said South 
quarter line a distance of 384 feet to the point of terminus of said discontinuation line, 
from which the South quarter corner of said Section 22 bears North 89°56’17” West a 
distance of 1,581.06 feet, said quarter corner being a found 2 inch hollow pipe; length of 
said discontinuation line being 295 feet. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the  

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Best, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   
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Section Line Closure Petition 201608- SM Energy Dahl 15-11H was reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

153 North, Range 101 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within in North half (N½) of Section Fourteen (14) and the 

South half (S½) 
of Section Eleven (11), Township One Hundred Fifty-Three North (153N), Range 

One Hundred One West (R101W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie 
County, North Dakota.  A strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) 
feet lying on each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the Northwest 
corner of said Section Fourteen (14) thence S 89°58’11” E a distance of 2446.23 feet to 
the point of beginning; thence continuing S 89°58’11” E, a distance of 603.19 feet to the 
point of terminus.  Located N 89°58’11” W, a distance of 2229.73 feet from the 
Northeast corner of said Section Fourteen (14).  

Said closure has a total length of 603.19 feet and contains 0.91 acres more or 
less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201609- SM Energy Jorgenson 1X-30H was 
reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

149 North, Range 95 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within in North half (N½) of Section Thirty (30) and the 

South half (S½) of Section Nineteen (19), Township One Hundred Forty-Nine North 
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(149N), Range One Ninety-Five West (R95W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), 
McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-
Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the 
North quarter corner of said Section Thirty (30) thence N 89°36’45” E a distance of 
1131.47 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing N 89°36’45” E, a distance of 
294.6 feet to the point of terminus, located S 89°36’45” W, a distance of 1194.44 feet 
from the Northeast corner of said Section Thirty (30).  Said closure has a total length of 
294.65 feet and contains 0.45 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, 
seconded by Commissioner Best, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201610- SM Energy Klamm 13-10H was reviewed.  

Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to table this petition and request a new survey 
and petition which only closes the portion needed for the well pad.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
 
 
 

Section Line Closure Petition 201611- SM Energy Leiseth 16-13H was reviewed. 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to table to the October 18, 2016, meeting and 
until a new survey showing the obstruction of the south end of the well pad/closure is 
presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Section Line Closure Petition 201612- Whiting Wold Federal 4407 was reviewed 
and a signed easement around the well pad was provided. 
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RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

153 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the east half (e1/2) of section seven (7) and the 

west half (w1/2) of section eight (8), township  one  hundred  fifty-three north (t153n), 
range  ninety-seven west  (r97w) of  the fifth principal  meridian (5th p.m.), mckenzie 
county, North Dakota. A strip of land sixty-six (66) feet wide  having thirty-three (33) feet  
lying  on   each  side of the following described line: commencing at the southeast 
corner of said section seven (7) thence n 00°06'35" e a distance of 51.38 feet to the 
point of beginning; thence continuing n 00°06'35" e, a distance of 559.46 feet to the 
point of terminus, located s 00°06'35" w, a distance of 2023.25 feet from the east 
quarter corner of said section seven (7).  Said easement has a total length of 559.46 
feet and contains 0.85 acres more or less; and a strip of land located within the south 
half(s1/2) of section seven (7) and the north half (n1/2) of section eighteen (18), 
township one hundred fifty-three north (t153n), range ninety-seven west (r97w) of the 
fifth  principal  meridian  (5th p.m.), mckenzie  county, north dakota. A strip of land sixty-
six (66) feet wide having thirty-three (33) feet lying on each side of the following 
described line: commencing at the southwest corner of said section seven (7) thence s 
89°32'25" e a distance of 4566.60 feet to the   point of   beginning; thence continuing s 
89°32'25" e, a distance of 642.15 feet to the point of terminus, located n 89°32'25" w, a 
distance of 34.15 feet from the southeast corner of said section seven (7). Said 
easement has a total length of 642.15 feet and contains 0.97 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, seconded 
by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201618- XTO Energy Cole 44X-32DXH was reviewed.  
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to table the petition to the October 18, 2016, 
meeting and until an easement around the well pad can be obtained by the owner.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
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Discussion was held about making these closures temporary instead of 
permanent. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201619- XTO Energy Koeser 41X-15 was reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

150 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the East Half of the North East Quarter (E1/2NE1/4) 

of Section Fifteen (15) and the South Half of the South East Quarter (S1/2SE1/4) of 
Section Ten (10), Township One Hundred Fifty North (T150N), Range Ninety-Seven 
West (R97W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie County, North 
Dakota.  Said strip of land being Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) feet 
lying on each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the North Quarter 
Corner of said Section Fifteen (15); thence N 89°47’54” E, a distance of 1336.05 feet to 
the point of beginning; thence continuing N 89°47’54” E, a distance of 397.35 feet to the 
point of terminus, located S 89°47’54” W, a distance of 908.57 feet from the North East 
corner of said Section Fifteen (15).  Said closure has a total length of 397.35 feet and 
contains 0.60 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201620- XTO Energy Mondak Federal 24X-12 was 
reviewed.  It was determined the section line is not obstructed as the well pad currently 
sits. 
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RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

148 North, Range 105 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the North Half (N1/2) of Section Thirteen (13) and 

the South Half (S1/2) of Section Twelve (12), Township One Hundred Forty-Eight North 
(T148N), Range One Hundred Five West (R105W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th 
P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land being Sixty-Six (66) feet wide 
having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line:  
Commencing at the Southwest Corner of said Section Twelve (12); thence S 89°50’11” 
E, a distance of 1427.50 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing S 89°50’11” E, 
a distance of 414.56 feet to the point of terminus, located N 89°50’11” W, a distance of 
798.86 feet from the South Quarter corner of said Section Twelve (12).  Said easement 
has a total length of 414.56 feet and contains 0.63 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor and 

opposed to the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion to deny the petition, made 
by Commissioner Best, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 
nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to remain open. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201621- XTO Energy Charlson Federal 14X-35H was 
reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 154 North, Range 95 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the East Half (E1/2) of Section Thirty-Four (34) and 

the West Half (W1/2) of Section Thirty-Five (35), Township One Hundred Fifty-Four 
North (T154N), Range Ninety-Five West (R95W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th 
P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land being Sixty-Six (66) feet wide 
having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line:  
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Commencing at the West Quarter Corner of said Section Thirty-Five (35); thence S 
00°00’57” E a distance of 1697.06 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing S 
00°00’57” E, a distance of 301.73 feet to the point of terminus, located N 00°00’57” W, a 
distance of 641.23 feet from the Southwest corner of said Section Thirty-Five (35).  Said 
closure has a total length of 301.73 feet and contains 0.46 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201622- XTO Energy Lundin Federal 31X-9 was 
reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 149 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the West Half of the South East Quarter 

(W1/2SE1/4) of Section Four (4) and the North West Quarter of the North East Quarter 
(NW1/4NE1/4) of Section Nine (9), Township One Hundred Forty-Nine North (T149N), 
Range Ninety-Seven West (R97W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie 
County, North Dakota.  Said strip of land being Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-
Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the 
North Quarter Corner of said Section Nine (9); thence N 89°55’17” E a distance of 
424.92 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing N 89°55’17” E, a distance of 
413.13 feet to the point of terminus, located S 89°55’17” W, a distance of 1796.98 feet 
from the North East corner of said Section Nine (9).  Said closure has a total length of 
413.13 feet and contains 0.63 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
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WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
 
Section Line Closure Petition 201623- XTO Energy Alkali Creek 41X was reviewed.  
Board consensus was to approve with the condition that no permanent structures be 
placed on the section line. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 148 North, Range 105 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the North Half (N1/2) of Section Fifteen (15) and the 

South Half (S1/2) of Section Ten (10), Township One Hundred Forty-Eight North 
(T148N), Range One Hundred Five West (R105W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th 
P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land being Sixty-Six (66) feet wide 
having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line:  
Commencing at the Northwest Witness Corner of said Section Fifteen (15); thence N 
89°54’39” E a distance of 1782.10 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing S 
89°54’39” E, a distance of 291.42 feet to the point of terminus, located N 89°54’39” W, a 
distance of 522.42 feet from the Northeast corner of said Section Fifteen (15).  Said 
closure has a total length of 291.42 feet and contains 0.44 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
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Section Line Closure Petition 201624- XTO Energy Charlson 11-6H was reviewed.  
The Board consensus was this petition was a section line obstruction. 

 
RESOLUTION OBSTRUCTING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to obstruct a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

153 North, Range 95 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the West Half (W1/2) of Section Six (6), Township 

One Hundred Fifty-Three North (T153N), Range Ninety-Five West (R95W) of the Fifth 
Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land Thirty-
Three (33) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on east side of the following 
described line:  Commencing at the Northwest Corner of said Section Six (6); thence S 
00°05’06” W a distance of 41.61 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing S 
00°05’06” W, a distance of 513.95 feet to the point of terminus, located N 00°05’06” E, a 
distance of 4677.63 feet from the Southwest corner of said Section Six (6).  Said 
easement has a total length of 513.95 feet and contains 0.39 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

obstruction of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded 
by Commissioner Best, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be obstructed.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201613-Newfield Exploration Co Sand Creek Federal 
1-27H was reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

153 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A tract of land located in the S1/2SE1/4 of Section 27 & NE1/4NE1/4 of Section 

34, Township 153N, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, 
State of North Dakota, being more specifically described as a strip of land sixty-six (66) 
feet in width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following described 
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centerline:  Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of said 
Section 27; thence along the said south section line on an azimuth of 090°05’30”, a 
distance of 1398.28 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing along said 
south section line on an azimuth of 090°05’30”, a distance of 341.74 feet to the POINT 
OF ENDING; said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°05’30”, a distance of 
898.97 feet from the southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 27.  Said 
tract contains 341.74 linear feet or 20.71 rods (0.52 acres). 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201614- Newfield Exploration Co Sand Creek State 

1-16H was reviewed.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to table this petition to 
the October 18, 2016, meeting and until a new survey is provided of the actual well pad 
site and section line being requested temporarily closed. All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201615- Newfield Exploration Co Sand Creek 

Federal 1-23H was reviewed.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to table this 
petition to the October 18, 2016, meeting and until a new survey is provided of the 
actual well pad site and section line being requested temporarily closed.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201616-ConocoPhillips Outlaw Gap 34-23 MBH was 
reviewed.  It was determined the section line is not obstructed as the well pad currently 
sits. 
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RESOLUTION DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to close a portion of a section line roadway in Township 

153 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the 
McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A tract of land located within the S1/2SE1/4 of Section 23 and the N1/2NE1/4 of 

Section 26, Township 153 North, Range 97 West, of the 5th Principal Meridian, 
McKenzie County, North Dakota; said tract being a strip of land 66 feet in width. 

 
Commencing at the southeast corner of said Section 23; thence S89°54’17”W 

along the south line of said Section 23, a distance of 530.00 feet to the point of 
beginning (P.O.B.); thence S89°54’17”W, 800.00 feet along the south line of said 
Section 23 to the point terminus (P.O.T.) also lying N89°54’17”E, 1302.5 feet from the 
south line quarter corner. Total closure area = 1.21 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Monday, September 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor and 

opposed to the discontinuance of said roadways, on motion to deny the petition, made 
by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye 
and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line remain open.   
 
Section Line Closure Petition 201617- Emerald Oil Grizzly Federal 1-27-HR was 
reviewed.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to table until the October 18, 2016, meeting.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to reconsider resolution closures of 

petitions 201606, 201607, 201608, 201609, and 201612.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to grant temporary closures to 

petitions 201606, 201607, 201608, 201609, and 201612.  All voting aye, motion carried.    
 
The meeting recessed at 3:35 p.m. until September 20, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
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September 20, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on September 20, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron 
Anderson, Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy 
Auditor Johnsrud, and State’s Attorney Rodenbiker.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Water bills and other bills 

as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Skarda requested that Planning & Zoning Consent Agenda Items 

7 (Roughriders Propane) and 8 (NST Express LLC) be pulled from the Consent 
Agenda.  Chairman Cayko requested that Item 1 (Zoning Ordinance) be pulled from the 
Consent Agenda for separate consideration and resolution. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve Planning & Zoning Consent 

Agenda Items 2 through 6 and 9 through 13 as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.  
 
Consent Agenda Items Denied are: 2. XTO—ZC 0018-16 - Recommend Denial of Zone 
Change 0018-16 XTO Energy to the County Commission to change the zoning on 
parcel 630009350 from Agriculture to Light Industrial.  Planning and Zoning 
Commission felt that since this parcel is not in the transition area, it should remain 
Agricultural.   
 
Consent Agenda Items Approved are: 3. PXI Inc. LLC –ZC  0019-16 - Recommend 
Approval of Zone Change 0019-16 PXI Inc. to the County Commission to change the 
zoning from Agriculture to Light Industrial. Adopt the finding as provided in the staff 
report; 4. McKenzie County Sheriff Department—CUP 0039-16 - Recommend Approval 
of Conditional Use Permit 0039-16 McKenzie County Sheriff’s Department Gun Range 
to the County Commission. Adopt the findings and conditions as provided in the staff 
report; 5. West Dakota Water LLC –CUP 0038-16 - Recommend Approval of 
Conditional Use Permit 0039-16 West Dakota Water LLC to the County Commission to 
permit a 3 mile fresh water pipeline to connect with an existing freshwater pipeline. 
Adopt the findings and conditions as provided in the staff report; 6. Arrow Electric 
Properties –ZC 0020-16 - Recommend Approval of Zone Change 0020-16 Arrow 
Electric Properties to the County Commission to change the zoning from Agriculture to 
Light Industrial.  Adopt the findings as provided in the staff report; 9. Quasar Inv. LLC –
ZC 0022-16 - Recommend Approval of Zone Change 0022-16 Quasar Inv. LLC to the 
County Commission to change the zoning from Agriculture to Commercial. Adopt the 
findings as provided in the staff report; 10. Plote Contracting LLC - CUP, ZC 0041-16 - 
Recommend Approval of Conditional Use Permit and Zone Change  0041-16 Plote 
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Contracting LLC to the County Commission  to allow employee housing.  Adopt the 
findings and conditions as provided in the staff report; 11. Justice Oilfield Water 
Services - CUP, ZC 0040-16 - Recommend Approval of Conditional Use Permit and 
Zone Change 0040-16 Justice Oilfield Water Services to the County Commission to 
allow employee housing and a diesel tank.  Adopt the findings and conditions as 
provided in the staff report; 12. Szostak Services  CUP 0033-16 - Recommend Approval 
of Conditional Use Permit  0033-16 Szostak Services to the County Commission to 
allow an impound sales and storage lot. Adopt the findings and conditions as provided 
in the staff report; 13. Proposed Fee Schedule Changes -Recommend Approval to the 
County Commission to adopt the proposed Fee Schedule. 

 
Commissioner Skarda questioned whether Item 7, Roughriders Propane, CUP 

0043-16, had input from the Emergency Manager.  Talbert stated he will check to make 
sure Emergency Management has reviewed the project. 

 
Commissioner Skarda and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz reported on 

finding they had from a visit to the location for Item 8, NST Express LLC, and concerns 
about safety.   Skarda asked if they had provided the bond for their previous project.  
Talbert reported they had not and the application is cancelled if no bond is supplied 
within 30 days of the CUP approval. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Nordby, to table Item 8, NST Express LLC – CUP 

044-16, until the applicant has submitted required bond on their previous project.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve Item 7, Roughriders Propane – 

CUP 0043-16.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Discussion was held on Planning & Zoning Item 1 McKenzie County Zoning 

Ordinance.  Commissioner Anderson questioned the need for 40 acres as the minimum 
purchase for residential development unless in a platted subdivision.  Commissioners 
Nordby and Best explained that the 40 acres was set in order to control the way 
development occurred in McKenzie County.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to 
approve the resolution to adopt the Revised McKenzie County Zoning Ordinance.  With 
3 votes aye (Best, Nordby, and Skarda) and 2 votes nay (Anderson, Cayko), motion 
carried. 
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A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 
REVISIONS TO THE McKENZIE COUNTY ZONING ORDINANCE 

 
WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Board of County Commissioners is the duly 

elected governing body for McKenzie County and wishes to plan for orderly and 
predictable growth as well as a high level of continuity in future development; and 

 
North Dakota Century Code 11-33, outlines the procedure for the preparation, 

notification and recordation of county ordinances and resolutions. 
 
WHEREAS, the McKenzie County Planning and Zoning Commission has 

undertaken the task of revising McKenzie County North Dakota Zoning Ordinance 
(Zoning Ordinance), and 

 
WHEREAS, input from the public was sought during the planning process, and 
 
WHEREAS, the public was notified of and invited to attend meetings where the 

Zoning Ordinance was reviewed and discussed; 
 
WHEREAS, the revised Zoning Ordinance was duly noticed in the official county 

paper for two consecutive weeks and a public hearing was held on September 13, 
2016, with the Planning and Zoning Commission, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed and provided 

their recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners for approval of the Zoning 
Ordinance. 

 
WHEREAS, the Zoning Ordinance is attached hereto with revision, additions and 

deletions as noted; 
 

1.3  Authorization (added text about NDIC exclutions) 
1.4  Definitions (additions and deletions) 
2.6  Non-conforming Use (revision) 
2.10  Road setbacks (added) 
2.11  Parking Standards (added) 
2.12  Screening, Buffering and Landscaping (revisions and simplification) 
2.13  Bonds (added) 
2.16  Skid Unit Permit Fee (defined) 
3.2  Allowed Uses in all Districts (added) 
3.4.2  Allowed Uses in AG district (revised to require 40 acre minimum parcel for single 

family home) 
3.4.3  Conditional Use in an Agricultural District (revisions) 
3.4.4  Variance for direct family member for the 40 acre minimum (added) 
3.4.5  Conditional Used with Administrative Permit (added) 
3.5.4  Lot Area in a Recreational District (added) 
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3.6.2.1 Allowed Uses (clarification of allowed uses) 
3.6.2.2 Conditional Uses in R-1 District (revisions) 
3.6.2.3 Lot Area in R-1 clarified 
3.6.3  Residential Urban District RU for Urban Density minimum lot of 12,000 square 

feet (new) 
3.6.4  Residential District R-5A for Rural Density minimum lot of 5 acres (new) 
3.6.5  Residential District R-10A for Rural Density minimum lot of 10 acre (new) 
3.6.6  Residential District R-2 (clarification of uses) 
3.6.7  Residential District R-3 (clarification of uses) 
3.7.2  Allowed Uses in Commercial (additional uses added) 
3.7.3  Conditional Uses in Commercial (additions and deletions of uses) 
3.8.1  Light Industrial I-1(this section was previous approved – minor revisions to uses) 
3.8.2  Heavy Industrial District I-2 (minor revisions) 
3.9  Planned Unit Developments – (expanded and revised) 
3.10  Floodplain Overlay District (revised and reduced) 
3.11  Highway Overlay District (previously approved, revisions) 
4.2  Signs and Advertising (major revisions) 
4.3  Commercial Feedlots (revised and simplified) 
4.4  Landfills and Waste Management (consolidated all sections on waste, revisions) 
4.7  Wind Energy Facilities (revised and simplified) 
4.8  Work Force Housing (added) 
4.9  Oil and Gas Transmission Lines (revisions, to be compatible with State code) 
4.10  Freshwater Depots and Water Lines (revisions) 
4.11  Communication Towers (revisions) 
4.12  Electrical Transmission Line (revisions) 
4.13  Electrical Substations (revisions) 
4.14  Mobile Home Parks (added) 
4.15  Recreational Vehicle Parks (added) 
5.1  Board of County Commissioners (minor revisions) 
5.2  Planning Commission (minor revisions) 
5.4  Planning Director (minor revisions) 
5.5  Permits, Procedures and Fees (added) 
5.6  Extensions of Approvals Period (added) 
5.7  Amendments to Zoning Ordinance (added) 
5.8  Conditional Use Permits (revisions and consolidated into one section) 
5.9  Site Plan Permit (added) 
5.11  Building Code (added exemptions) 
5.12  Fire Code (new) 
5.12.1 County Fire Official (new) 
ARTICLE VI: Subdivision Regulation (this entire section has been modified extensively) 

 
And other revision and modifications as shown in the copy of the Zoning 

Ordinance that is in the Auditors office as a part of the Resolution process. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County 
Commissioners of McKenzie County does hereby amend and re-adopt the McKenzie 
County North Dakota Zoning Ordinance with all revision. 

 
Landfill Manager, Rick Schreiber, presented proposals to the Board for a solid 

waste landfill water truck.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the 
purchase of a 2000 Freightliner for $83,850 from Venti Sales, Fontana, California.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
WRM Jeff Shaffer presented proposals to the Board for the purchase of a new 

pickup.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of a Chevy 
Silverado 2500 pickup from Puklich Chevrolet for $31,113.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve a letter to Mudmen on behalf of 

the Board of Commissioners stating that the Arnegard Dam site needs to be cleaned 
up.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to award the bid for gravel crushing to 

Sundre Sand & Gravel for $3.07/yard, total bid price of $245,600.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of stockpile 

gravel – 41,524.38 tons totaling $425,624.90 from Maverick Logistics Inc.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Cooperative Agreement 

between McKenzie County and ND Game & Fish Department for the Lewis & Clark 
WMA Road Project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed the bill from FOP Legal Defense Fund for 

Schwartzenberger and Schmitz for coverage of off duty criminal, civil, and 
administrative legal defense fees.  Schwartzenberger explained that he and his 
command staff intended to use the insurance for work related command staff defense.  
Svihovec reported that the 44 of 53 ND counties who responded to her question stated 
that they do not provide this coverage to their command staff (9 counties did not 
respond).  Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to deny the voucher to FOP Legal 
Defense Fund in the amount of $564.00.  With 4 vote aye and 1 vote nay (Skarda), 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to amend the August 16 meeting minutes 

as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to authorize changing the Arnegard 
precinct polling place to Wilmington Lutheran Church due to mold issues at Arnegard 
City Hall.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board reviewed the proposed 2017 department budgets and made 

adjustments to the Sheriff Department and Road & Bridget budgets which resulted in 
$2,908,000 in reductions.  The budget will be reviewed with changes made at 3:00 p.m. 
on October 4, 2016, at which time the 2017 Final Budget will be approved.  

 
A public hearing was called to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present were Commissioners 

Cayko, Nordby, Anderson, Best, and Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.   Auditor Svihovec reviewed 
the County Budget.  Questions from the public were answered by the Commissioners 
and Svihovec. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m. until October 4, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 
 

214040 ABL MOBILE LOCK & SAFE                    $             90.00  
214041 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                          $             76.40  
214042 ACCUSOURCE INC.                           $        1,326.02  
214043 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                 $           416.80  
214044 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES            $             16.00  
214045 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.           $             73.50  
214046 AMAZON/SYNCB                              $        2,702.52  
214047 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                    $           473.85  
214048 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC.                  $        1,319.59  
214049 ANDERSON/BRIAN                            $               8.36  
214050 ANDERSON/GERALD A                         $               8.33  
214051 ANDERSON/MARK A                           $               8.34  
214052 ANDERSON/PAUL E                           $               8.33  
214053 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                        $        1,222.70  
214054 API SYSTEMS INTEGRATORS                   $           506.00  
214055 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           110.00  
214056 ARROWHEAD SCIENTIFIC INC                  $           222.32  
214057 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT                $        1,021.88  
214058 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $           729.95  
214059 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES    $        4,421.00  
214060 BAKER & TAYLOR                            $           398.71  
214061 BAKKEN FENCE                              $       17,647.00  
214062 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.               $        1,148.62  
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214063 BARRETT PHARMACY                          $           583.42  
214064 BARTLETT & WEST                           $       17,381.95  
214065 BATEMAN/TRAVIS                            $           178.44  
214066 BAUMAN/BARBARA                            $             48.60  
214067 BELL/MARY                                 $           214.16  
214068 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL           $           240.30  
214069 BEST/VAWNITA                              $             67.50  
214070 BIG BOYS TOYS                             $           136.73  
214071 BLANCHARD/JUDITH E                        $               8.33  
214072 BLOOD/DANIEL                              $           262.50  
214073 BLUE LUBE                                 $           695.16  
214074 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                 $           139.85  
214075 BORDER STEEL                              $             79.95  
214076 BORDER STEEL AND RECYCLING, INC           $             30.60  
214077 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS           $           633.74  
214078 BRADY'S ROADSIDE SERVICE                  $        1,010.72  
214079 BRENNA/TAMMY                              $             38.88  
214080 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                   $     258,087.50  
214081 BROWN/MELISSA                             $           196.56  
214082 BROWN/ROGER                               $           318.50  
214083 BRUINS/DAVID                              $        1,662.40  
214084 BRUINS/STEVEN                             $        1,662.40  
214085 BUDS PUMP SERVICE                         $           906.32  
214086 BURNS & MCDONNELL                         $       23,169.69  
214087 BUTTONS BY FISH                           $           870.00  
214088 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.             $        1,610.08  
214089 C&D WATER SERVICES                        $           119.00  
214090 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                       $           357.98  
214091 CARTWRIGHT WELDING SERVICE, INC.          $             53.45  
214092 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                        $           350.00  
214093 CAYKO/RICHARD                             $           657.08  
214094 CENEX FLEETCARD                           $             65.87  
214095 CENTRAL DAKOTA FORENSIC NURSING EXAMINER  $           300.00  
214096 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                  $  5,086,170.31  
214097 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                      $        1,080.07  
214098 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                    $           504.00  
214099 CHARM-TEX,INC.                            $           208.46  
214100 CHECKERS, INC.                            $           180.00  
214101 CHERREY'S PROPANE                         $           827.20  
214102 CHISHOLM/AARON                            $        1,121.77  
214103 CLOCK/LLOYD                               $           509.30  
214104 COAL COUNTRY CHC                          $             47.00  
214105 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.          $        7,384.92  
214106 COMFORT INN                               $           240.00  
214107 COMFORT SUITES                            $             80.00  
214108 COMMAND CENTER, INC                       $           884.27  
214109 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.            $        2,947.03  
214110 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.               $  2,998,728.16  
214111 COVERTTRACK GROUP INC                     $        1,610.00  
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214112 CRAIN/DON                                 $           377.15  
214113 DAKOTA FIRE EXTINGUISHERS                 $           432.00  
214114 DAKOTA WIRE WORKS, INC.                   $        5,035.12  
214115 DALE/JANE M                               $               8.33  
214116 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                     $           525.00  
214117 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                  $           156.03  
214118 DEFENSIVE EDGE TRAINING & CONSULTING      $           790.00  
214119 DELL MARKETING L.P.                       $           944.83  
214120 DEMCO                                     $           121.24  
214121 DTE,INC.                                  $       10,588.31  
214122 DYPEX GREASE AND LUBRICANTS               $        1,531.50  
214123 E & M SERVICES                            $        6,640.00  
214124 EAGLE COUNTRY FORD, INC.                  $           273.00  
214125 ELKAN, INC                                $        1,597.19  
214126 ENERPLUS RESOURCES CORP.                  $       64,680.37  
214127 EVANS/KARISA L                            $        1,386.00  
214128 FARM & HOME SUPPLY-SIDNEY, MT             $             97.42  
214129 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                 $       32,053.15  
214130 FASTENAL COMPANY                          $        4,229.59  
214131 FINSAAS/DARRELL                           $             46.44  
214132 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST          $        2,852.71  
214133 FLECK/WILLIAM                             $           162.00  
214134 FLEET SAFETY EQUIPMENT INC                $        1,367.41  
214135 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                      $        1,828.00  
214136 FOLEY BROTHERS LLC                        $        2,257.00  
214137 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                  $        1,258.71  
214139 FORCE PROTECTION VIDEO EQUIPMENT CORP     $             75.00  
214140 FOSS/BONNIE                               $           339.66  
214141 FOSS/MARIAH CAITLIN                       $               5.00  
214142 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK           $           297.00  
214143 FUGRO GEOSPATIAL, INC.                    $     110,924.59  
214144 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                    $        1,433.75  
214145 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.      $        1,431.51  
214146 GEMPLER'S INC.                            $             89.20  
214147 GIBBS TOWING, LLC                         $           810.00  
214148 GIEGER/LEE                                $           404.00  
214149 GLOCK, INC.                               $        1,800.00  
214150 GO AGGREGATES LLC                         $     651,510.48  
214151 GRAND FORKS POLICE DEPARTMENT             $           200.00  
214152 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.         $             27.00  
214153 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                      $  2,521,000.30  
214154 GRAYBAR                                   $           291.21  
214155 HANNAHER'S                                $     157,756.84  
214156 HANSEN DIESEL & AUTOMOTIVE                $           557.47  
214157 HARRISON/SADIE                            $           106.90  
214158 HAUGEN/LESLIE C                           $           103.68  
214159 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                   $             31.76  
214160 HDR ENGINEERING, INC                      $        8,748.75  
214161 HEADLEY/JEDIDIAH                          $           150.50  
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214162 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR    $        3,900.00  
214163 HEDAHL'S INC.                             $           124.17  
214164 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                      $        7,790.00  
214165 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY                   $       11,695.50  
214166 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                        $           250.80  
214167 HEWLETT PACKARD ENTERPRISE                $        9,949.78  
214168 HIGGENS/AMBER                             $             90.29  
214169 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS/GRAND FORKS           $           445.00  
214170 HORIZON RESOURCES                         $           210.29  
214171 HP INC.                                   $        8,793.96  
214172 IBS, INC                                  $        3,698.93  
214173 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                  $       37,950.60  
214174 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                  $        1,697.16  
214175 JACK & JILL                               $        3,653.26  
214176 JAMAR COMPANY                             $       31,692.09  
214177 JAPPE/KAROLIN                             $             50.00  
214178 JENSON PROPERTIES, LLC                    $        1,297.00  
214179 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                         $        5,360.00  
214180 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                            $           222.31  
214181 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.            $       90,625.26  
214182 KANWAR/SUHAIL                             $           150.00  
214183 KARLSTAD/CORDELL G                        $        1,384.00  
214184 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY                      $           241.92  
214185 KENNEDY/COLT                              $           432.00  
214186 KIESON/CAROL                              $           304.70  
214187 KIRBY/VALERY                              $           229.77  
214188 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $           128.00  
214189 KONECRANES                                $        3,846.79  
214190 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.               $       43,377.30  
214191 KUMMER'S PUMPING                          $           400.00  
214192 KUPPER CHEVROLET                          $       64,590.00  
214193 L&K ELECTRIC, INC.                        $           415.00  
214194 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                 $           393.00  
214195 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                     $        2,171.60  
214196 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                 $           345.67  
214197 LAVELL/PAUL WILLIAM                       $               8.33  
214198 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC.                      $        1,338.58  
214199 LEBSOCK WELDING                           $           122.43  
214200 LEGEND AUTO BODY                          $        1,175.30  
214201 LEWIS/JAY                                 $             12.96  
214202 LUND OIL, INC.                            $        6,508.69  
214203 LYLE SIGNS INC.                           $        3,337.80  
214204 LYNN PEAVEY COMPANY                       $           114.75  
214205 MCCULLOUGH/RACHEL                         $             10.00  
214206 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE            $        2,064.00  
214207 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                       $        3,789.69  
214208 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS           $             75.00  
214209 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH         $             23.00  
214210 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        3,000.00  
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214211 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE   $           388.00  
214212 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE             $        1,810.99  
214213 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.                $           260.00  
214214 MCRANDALL MOBILE GLASS, LLC               $           818.00  
214215 MEDIA MEN, INC.                           $           400.00  
214216 MEES/MICHAEL                              $           290.50  
214217 MEIER/SUSAN L.                            $        2,227.33  
214218 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP   $           295.25  
214219 MIDWEST DOORS OF DICKINSON, INC.          $           149.40  
214220 MILNE IMPLEMENT COMPANY                   $           806.85  
214221 MRACHEK/KRIS                              $           108.00  
214222 MURPHY MOTORS                             $        3,958.66  
214223 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                      $        1,305.90  
214224 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION                $               5.00  
214225 ND EMSA                                   $             80.00  
214227 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL         $        6,270.00  
214228 ND SOLID WASTE & RECYCLING ASSN           $             60.00  
214229 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS             $       15,474.36  
214230 ND SURPLUS PROPERTY                       $        3,865.00  
214231 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                     $       22,331.90  
214232 NDBOA                                     $           215.00  
214233 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                      $           890.34  
214234 NEMONT                                    $             28.50  
214235 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY                          $           371.94  
214236 NORBY/LYNETTE                             $             37.80  
214237 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                     $               1.00  
214238 NORTH DAKOTA PEACE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION   $           960.00  
214239 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.         $             56.20  
214240 NORTHERN SAFETY & INDUSTRIAL              $             82.63  
214241 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                         $        4,125.20  
214242 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                      $       56,726.51  
214243 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC                      $        1,009.16  
214244 OLSEN/THEODORE K.                         $               8.33  
214245 OLSON/JEREMY                              $             51.84  
214246 PACIFIC STEEL & RECYCLING                 $           691.19  
214247 PARRISH/CALVIN                            $           800.00  
214248 PARSHALL LUMBER & SUPPLY                  $           421.17  
214249 PAULSON/KATIE                             $           247.50  
214250 PAYSTUBZ                                  $        1,356.00  
214251 PEERY/SANDY                               $           626.44  
214252 PENGUIN MANAGEMENT INC.                   $        3,516.00  
214253 PEREZ/MAYLE                               $             63.00  
214254 PHARMCHEM. INC.                           $        3,215.00  
214255 PIRTEK BAKKEN                             $           546.25  
214256 PLAZA HOTEL & SUITES/THE                  $           197.36  
214257 PRAXAIR                                   $           480.55  
214258 QUILL CORPORATION                         $           767.55  
214259 RADERMECHER/ROBERT L & WANDA C            $               8.33  
214260 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK                 $           480.60  
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214261 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE                 $           540.00  
214262 RAMADA PLAZA SUITES                       $           417.00  
214263 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                 $       79,116.19  
214264 RED ROCK FORD                             $        2,610.39  
214265 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           240.00  
214266 RICE/CHERI A                              $               8.33  
214267 ROADWORX, LLC                             $     891,124.01  
214268 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                          $           212.33  
214269 ROLFSRUD/DAVID                            $           756.00  
214270 ROMERO/MARSELLA                           $             40.20  
214271 ROOS/RON                                  $           170.50  
214272 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES                    $           579.75  
214273 SAGE/CORRINE                              $             36.72  
214274 SAILER/JEFFEREY                           $             55.00  
214275 SAMUELSON/JERRY                           $        1,883.50  
214276 SANDNESS LAW OFFICE                       $           144.00  
214277 SCHMIDT/TINA-MARIE                        $             63.00  
214278 SCHROEDER/MALISSA M.                      $             99.60  
214279 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                           $        1,300.00  
214280 SEIMEARS/SKYLER                           $           764.94  
214281 SIGN SHOP/THE                             $        3,328.25  
214282 SJ WATER DEPOT INC.                       $        1,518.55  
214283 SNOW-WHEEL SYSTEM                         $        6,700.00  

214284 
SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION 
CENTER  $       33,316.15  

214285 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                 $       14,606.41  
214286 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                         $           740.94  
214287 STEIN'S INC.                              $        3,285.63  
214288 STEPHENS/MEREDITH A.                      $        1,388.00  
214289 STREICHER'S                               $        5,662.94  
214290 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR                   $               9.50  
214291 SUBWAY                                    $           238.00  
214292 SWAN LAW FIRM, PLLC                       $           562.50  
214293 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                    $        2,976.08  
214294 TALBERT/JIM                               $           418.92  
214295 TANDY/GLORIA A.                           $        1,385.00  
214296 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES                      $        1,036.30  
214297 TDI SERVICES, LLC                         $       20,932.80  
214298 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                         $           220.96  
214299 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                      $           385.74  
214300 TIRED IRON REPAIR                         $           140.00  
214301 TORSTENSON/JARED                          $       11,202.83  
214302 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                   $        4,733.68  
214303 TRANA/KATHY                               $           562.85  
214304 TRANE U.S. INC.                           $        1,628.60  
214305 TRI-COUNTY IMPLEMENT, INC.                $             20.85  
214306 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.           $        1,245.28  
214307 TRUE NORTH STEEL                          $       42,439.56  
214308 TWIN CITY HARDWARE                        $           605.56  
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214309 TWOGOOD/SCOTT                             $           435.25  
214310 U.S. IMAGING                              $       14,699.40  
214311 UFER/STEVEN K                             $               8.33  
214312 ULTEIG                                    $        5,000.00  
214313 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC.        $             21.00  
214314 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE                $        2,522.74  
214315 UPSTART & EDUPRESS                        $             23.50  
214316 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS      $       11,940.29  
214317 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                     $           823.20  
214318 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                  $       24,148.80  
214319 VERIZON WIRELESS                          $           100.00  
214320 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                 $           200.00  
214321 WE INTEGRATE                              $           793.65  
214322 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                         $        5,083.55  
214323 WHITAKER/HILLARY                          $           175.35  
214324 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                 $        1,063.00  
214325 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT         $           250.00  
214326 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                    $        1,818.24  
214327 WILLIS/AMANDA                             $           275.00  
214328 WISNESS/MONIQUE                           $             72.68  
214329 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                 $        4,950.00  

214330-214356 PAYROLL-SEPTEMBER 9, 2016  $     755,399.52  
214357 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.      $           132.57  
214358 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2            $        4,553.35  
214359 ND STATE TREASURER                        $           228.95  
214360 ACCUSOURCE INC.                           $           477.50  
214361 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC.  $        2,680.55  

214362 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF CODE 
ENFORCEMENT  $           475.00  

214363 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC.                  $           222.08  
214364 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                      $             50.00  
214365 BADLANDS HARDWARE                         $           429.90  
214366 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS           $           161.61  
214367 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                  $  2,334,634.60  
214368 COMFORT SUITES                            $             80.00  
214369 CROSS/ROBERT                              $             37.80  
214370 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                       $           983.62  
214371 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                       $     111,550.32  
214372 EIDE BAILLY                               $        9,400.00  
214373 FASTENAL COMPANY                          $             84.32  
214374 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE             $           552.00  
214375 FRONTIER PRECISION                        $        1,075.00  
214376 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                      $  1,005,022.68  
214377 HDR ENGINEERING, INC                      $       15,485.00  
214378 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                        $           175.42  
214379 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC       $        2,590.00  
214380 JELLESED/LEIF L.                          $             38.88  
214381 KNIFE RIVER                               $        9,062.22  
214382 LUND OIL, INC.                            $           802.08  
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214383 LUPINE CONSTRUCTION, INC                  $       19,945.00  
214384 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                    $        1,000.00  
214385 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC.                  $           518.69  
214386 ND INSURANCE DEPARTMENT                   $           700.00  
214387 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                        $           135.00  
214388 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                     $           970.30  
214389 NOVAK/LARRY                               $             33.48  
214390 OLSEN/THEODORE K.                         $        2,218.00  
214391 PRIA                                      $             60.00  
214392 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $           104.49  
214393 RODENBIKER/JACOB                          $             25.00  
214394 SHALE OILFIELD SERVICES, LLC              $        3,625.00  
214395 SWAN LAW FIRM, PLLC                       $        1,192.50  
214396 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC            $           442.54  
214397 VOGEL LAW FIRM                            $           627.50  
214398 WAWSA                                     $     273,947.25  
214399 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION                    $       47,462.50  
214400 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                      $           568.40  
214401 AT&T                                      $             42.62  
214402 CENTURY LINK                              $           164.13  
214403 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                       $             66.55  
214404 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.              $        1,403.30  
214405 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER               $           227.48  
214406 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.              $       15,399.06  
214407 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.              $        6,172.60  
214408 NEMONT                                    $             28.50  
214409 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP               $        5,122.15  
214410 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                 $             39.95  
214411 VERIZON WIRELESS                          $        6,296.21  
214412 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF          $        2,322.48  
214413 DEMCO                                     $           154.94  

214414-214435 PAYROLL-SEPTEMBER 23, 2016  $     737,741.67  
214436 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                      $       20,979.16  
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
October 4, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 4, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Barbara Curren presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 

September 30, 2016.    
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
Francis Bosch, Williston Vector Control, discussed expanding their services into 

all of McKenzie County.  He also requested representation from the McKenzie County 
Commissioners should the Vector Control Board be expanded.  Bosch felt that a larger 
vector control district would be more effective.  Bosch informed the Board that counties 
are allowed up to 1.0 mill levy for vector control.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, 
to approve the management agreement for Department of Defense Aerial Pesticide for 
2017/2018.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Howdy Lawlar and Amber Higgins, County Weed Board, inquired as to how to 

handle the cost of spraying county property, which was not budgeted.  The Board 
suggested that the Weed Board track the usage for the next year to help gather 
additional information on how to move forward. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the purchase of three 4-

wheelers from Riverside Marine and Cycle, $7,899.00 each, with the trade in of a 2013 
Bobcat, resulting in a total bill of $14,197.00; and to approve the purchase of a 2015 
Chevrolet Silverado K3500 pickup from Murphy Motors at a cost of $34,654.30.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Rick Schreiber reported that Venti Sales, the vendor approve for the purchase of 

a used water truck at the September 20, 2016, meeting, was not willing to release the 
water truck unless payment was wired in advance.  Schreiber requested consideration 
of a proposal for a truck from RDO.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to purchase 
a 2000 Freightliner Water Truck for the landfill from RDO at a cost $96,300.00.  All 
voting aye, motion carried. 
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PDW Kanwar reported that he had advertised the proposed County Right-of-Way 
Acquisition policy requesting public comments.  Commissioner Skarda reported that she 
had heard comments from landowners concerned about condemnation.  No other 
comments were offered in favor or against the proposed policy.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by Anderson, to approve the Right-of-Way Acquisition Policy as presented.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kanwar discussed a request from utility companies to use county right-of-way for 

utilities.  Commissioner Best reported that there were circumstances where utility 
companies were having difficulties getting service to property owners due to difficulty in 
obtaining right-of-way from private landowners.  The Board discussed that in most 
cases it should be the landowner who should have the opportunity to negotiate right-of-
way, other than in rare cases where it is in the public’s best interest to locate the utility 
within the county right-of-way.   

 
Kanwar presented three proposals for the Lewis & Clark road project.  Moved by 

Anderson, seconded by Best, to accept the Plote Construction proposal for the Lewis & 
Clark/Game & Fish road project, not to exceed $100,000.00.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Shannon Storm approached the Board regarding the maintenance of Scairt 

Woman Road, west of Grassy Butte.  The County has provided limited maintenance on 
the road.  Storm requested that the road be declared a private road to allow the 
landowners the ability to charge a lease fee to the oil companies for use and 
maintenance of the road.  Kanwar and Chief ASA Schwarz stated that it is a public 
county road by definition.  Storm stated that there were three active wells on the road, 
two in Billings County and one in McKenzie County.  The Board determined that more 
research is needed to determine when the Forest Service granted approval to construct 
the road through Forest Service Land. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Courthouse Security and 

Emergency Policy manuals as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to appoint Carol Holman to the McKenzie 

County Housing Authority Board for a five year term expiring 10/29/2021.  This 
appointment is to fill the position of Steve Meyer who is retiring at the end of his term.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Following discussion, the Board directed Chief ASA Schwarz to contract a 

landman to determine whether the County has mineral interest in Sections 29, 32, and 
33, Township 153N, Range 98W on a lease offer with Continental.  

 
Calvin Parrish, County Coroner, was recognized for his 39 years of dedicated 

service to McKenzie County. 
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The Board directed Facility Manager Nate Carlson to obtain a contractor to tear 
out and remove burned trees from Paul Deutsch’s property as a result of a fire at the 
gun range during Sheriff Department munitions training. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve Law Enforcement Center 

Change Order #7 in the amount of $48,956.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Mogen Anhydrous 

Ammonia Facility application as presented for a 26,000 gallon tank site located in 
SW1/4SE1/4 of Section 8, Township 152 North, Range 95 West.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:45 a.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to accept the omitted property values 

as presented by Tax Director Katie Paulson as follows: $70,408,540 in Commercial 
property value and $7,690,780 in Residential property value.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
RESOLUTION PERMITTING TEMPORARY OBSTRUCTION OF SECTION LINE 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily obstruct a portion of a section line roadway 

in Township 146 North, Range 102 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in 
the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the East Half (E1/2) of Section Fifteen (15) and the 

West Half (W1/2) of Section Fourteen (14), Township One Hundred Forty-Six North 
(T146N), Range One Hundred Two West (R102W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th 
P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having 
Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described line: Commencing at 
the Southwest Corner of said Section Fourteen (14) thence N 00°00’24” E a distance of 
84.44 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing N 00°00’24” E, a distance of 
443.49 feet to the point of terminus, located S 00°00’24” W, a distance of 2115.19 feet 
from the West Quarter Corner of said Section Fourteen (14).  Said strip has a total 
length of 443.49 feet and contains 0.67 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 4, 2016 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Cayko, Anderson, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, the petitioner and the Commissioners agreed that written permission 

to temporarily obstruct the section line right of way rather than closing the section line 
was a more appropriate solution, and  
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WHEREAS, the section line described above does not have an improved road 
and is not traveled by the public, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of 

allowance of the temporary obstruction of said section line as above described, on 
motion made by Commissioner Nordby, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote 
of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
relief agreed to and hereby permitting the section line to be temporarily obstructed as 
described.   

 
The Board retracted their directive to Chief ASA Schwarz to contract a landman 

to research the mineral ownership in Section 33, Township 153 North, Range 93 West 
due to losing the court case in the Buzick Quiet Title Action where the County sought 
quiet title for a mineral interest in that legal description. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the amended 

Development Agreement with Three Forks Ventures LLC as presented by County 
Planning Director Jim Talbert.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to draft a resolution to other government 

agencies regarding highway beautification.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
HR Manager Amanda Willis presented a request for donated sick leave for 

medical appointments.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the request of 
donated sick time up to 160 hours for Kristy Roles.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The Board discussed the State’s Attorney Position.  Chief ASA Schwarz and 

Commissioner Skarda both recused themselves as Skarda’s son Ty has applied as well 
as Chief ASA Schwarz.  Chief ASA Schwarz offered to leave the meeting to provide a 
more candid conversation amongst the board regarding the applicants.    

 
HR Manager Willis presented a list of seven applicants:  Ty Skarda, Bradford 

Coates, Jennifer Gooss, Todd Schwarz, Joseph Nwoga, Chas Neff, Meg Morley.  
Commissioner Nordby and Best will serve on interview committee.  HR Manager Willis 
will schedule interviews with Jennifer Gooss, Ty Skarda, Todd Schwarz and Chas Neff 
who were selected by the Board for interviews.  Position will remain open until filled. 

 
The Board held their final 2017 Budget Review.  Commissioner Best reported 

that she had compared the Sheriff Department budget to several other counties and 
reported that there was a lot of information requested that was not provided.  Best 
stated that it is the Board of Commissioner’s responsibilities to oversee the budget.  
Commissioner Nordby reported that he had received an updated report on new vehicle 
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purchases.  Best explained that budget authority and spending approval is the 
responsibility of the board.  ASA Schwarz explained the statutory responsibility of the 
board to approve all expenditures.  Sheriff Schwartzenberger feels that the Board has 
micromanaged his department by trying to control his budget through expenditure 
approval which he feels is not necessary or the duty of the board. 
 

FINAL BUDGET RESOLUTIONS 
 

Moved by Anderson and seconded by Best to adopt the following resolutions 
addressing the final budget and tax levy for calendar year 2017: 

 
RESOLUTION ADOPTING A FINAL BUDGET 

FOR MCKENZIE COUNTY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2017 
 

WHEREAS, this Board did on the 7th day of September 2016, adopt a 
Preliminary Budget for January 1 through December 31, 2017 and 
 
 WHEREAS, this preliminary budget was published in the official newspaper of 
this County on the 7th day of September 2016, together with a notice of such hearing on 
the preliminary budget, such hearing being held on the 20th day of September 2016, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following be and is hereby 
adopted as the final budget for McKenzie County from January 1, 2017, through 
December 31, 2017, and there is hereby appropriated the following amounts of money 
for the purposed hereinafter set forth, namely:  
 

2017 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

 
2015 2016 2017 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION APPROVED 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 
   County Board $205,281  $209,867  $224,123  

Housing Authority Board 23,002 77,451 82,676 
Auditor/Treasurer 489,030 646,170 664,559 
Motor Vehicle/Passports 450,909 291,889 221,812 
State's Attorney 683,826 861,797 860,505 
Recorder/Tax Director 864,160 1,210,097 749,936 
County Superintendent 71,786 81,514 80,967 
Planning & Zoning 1,200,401 1,125,269 725,324 
Human Resources 100,155 145,612 155,840 
GIS Department 564,030 408,922 318,888 
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Custodian 383,939 512,343 566,876 
Courthouse Maintenance 384,552 510,000 500,000 
Building Fund 19,232,340 27,100,000 19,550,000 
Elections 3,386 54,700 1,500 
Landfill 4,186,458 2,599,839 1,663,332 
Workforce Safety & Insurance 48,172 55,000 180,000 
WSI Medical Expense 0 1,000 1,000 
Job Service 15,078 18,000 22,000 
Audit Fees 41,734 25,000 27,500 
Court  Appointed Atty - Mental 
Health Fees 3,388 8,000 8,000 
Forest Service - Litigation 50,607 75,000 150,000 
Property & Liability Insurance 73,207 50,000 100,000 
Rental Property 301,982 200,000 0 
Temporary Offices/ Storage Units 147,393 60,000 20,000 
Telephone System & Maintenance 45,558 70,000 25,000 
Publishing, Printing 40,983 70,000 45,000 
Dues, Registrations 44,967 26,500 40,000 
Postage 32,420 35,000 35,000 
Mailing Machine 5,772 7,500 7,500 
Copier Expense 14,702 15,000 25,000 
Technology/Computer Expense 667,246 1,015,000 805,000 
Remediation & Reclamation 0 0 500,000 
Miscellaneous 721,971 550,000 400,000 
Special Projects 1,522,819 2,500,000 2,500,000 
Equipment & Office Furniture 8,755 0 0 
Wolf Pup Daycare 100,000 100,000 150,000 
McKenzie County Health Care 
System 200,000 300,000 300,000 
Family Crisis Shelter 10,000 10,000 20,000 
Williston Community Services 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Watford City Airport 30,000 30,000 30,000 
Alexander Senior Citizens 15,000 15,000 0 
Watford City Senior Citizens 8,000 8,000 8,000 
McKenzie Co Rural Fire - 
OT/weekend housing 97,500 90,000 85,000 
Lewis & Clark Museum 32,000 41,600 70,000 
Pioneer Museum 15,000 25,000 25,000 
McKenzie County Heritage 
Association 35,000 35,000 35,000 
Tri-County Economic Development 45,000 26,000 26,000 
County Fair (General Fund 2017) 0 75,000 75,000 
Atmospheric Resources (General 0 90,000 115,000 
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Fund 2017) 
Tourism & Recreation 81,732 83,385 95,418 
TOTAL GENERAL GOVERNMENT $33,329,241  $41,575,455  $32,321,756  

2017 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 

    
    
 

2015 2016 2017 

 
ACTUAL APPROPRIATION APPROVED 

PUBLIC SAFETY  
   County Sheriff $4,912,490  $5,730,114  $4,654,822  

Dispatch 0 1,258,826 1,004,040 
Jail - LE Center 2,627,514 1,930,494 3,932,108 
County Coroner 38,410 35,700 33,600 
Disaster Emergency Service 233,509 118,304 111,575 
Risk Management Coordinator 7,997 20,304 0 
McKenzie County Ambulance 127,600 0 0 
Alexander First Responders 4,000 4,000 4,000 

TOTAL PUBLIC SAFETY $7,951,520  $9,097,742  $9,740,145  

    SUB-TOTAL GENERAL FUND $41,280,761 $50,673,197 $42,061,901 

    TRANSFERS FROM GENERAL 
FUND TO OTHER FUNDS 

   Road & Bridge $45,000,000 $33,500,000 $24,000,000 
County Park 0 125,000 155,000 
Job Development Authority 0 0 150,000 
County Library 0 0 150,000 

TOTAL TRANSFERS $45,000,000 $33,625,000 $24,455,000 

    GRAND TOTAL-GENERAL FUND $86,280,761 $84,298,197 $66,516,901 

    SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS 
   Unorganized District Roads - Tfr to 

R&B $5,000,000 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 
Highway Tax Distribution Fund - Tfr 
to R&B 1,200,000 2,000,000 750,000 
County Road & Bridge 79,385,643 100,983,119 64,552,720 
County Human Services 1,540,828 1,841,351 1,886,722 
Veteran's Services 46,410 74,997 118,902 
County Agent 166,610 186,693 176,794 
County Park 59,698 160,016 190,716 
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Public Library 279,061 301,354 521,058 
Public Library - Tfr to Bookmobile 3,000 10,000 0 
Bookmobile - Tfr to Purchase 
Bookmobile 0 0 92,900 
Social Security - Tfr to Co Agt & 
Veterans 18,916 0 0 
Water Resource District 3,729,966 6,311,331 6,096,196 
Weed Control 464,817 482,436 504,059 
Job Development Authority 173,933 172,288 311,395 
Self Insurance Fund 2,132,004 3,201,750 3,707,000 
Document Preservation Fund 88,650 47,195 46,000 
Hazardous Chemical Preparedness 2,984 20,500 42,000 
E911 139,214 287,100 371,600 
Federal Entitlement Fund - Tfr to 
Soc Serv 750,000 0 0 
2016 Certificate Fund 25,132 500,000 4,010,000 
District Health Unit 109,634 150,971 126,000 
Historical Society 10,300 29,844 42,600 

TOTAL SPECIAL REVENUE 
FUNDS $95,326,800 $119,760,945 $86,546,662 

 
      

Total including Interfund Transfers $181,607,561 $204,059,142 $153,063,563 
Less Interfund Transfers (51,971,916) (38,635,000) (28,297,900) 

GRAND TOTALS $129,635,645 $165,424,142 $124,765,663 

    2017 FINAL COUNTY BUDGET 
MCKENZIE COUNTY 

    The following is a summary of the taxes required to be levied to fund the proposed 
expenditures for 2017. 

    
 

2017 Budget 
 

Proposed 

 
Approved 

Non-Tax 
Resources Levy 

General Fund 66,516,901 79,370,616 860,000 
Unorganized District Roads 3,000,000 2,802,312 894,400 
Road & Bridge Fund 64,552,720 68,795,047 1,720,000 
Social Services 1,886,722 1,142,334 750,000 
Veteran's Services 118,902 10,484 112,000 
County Agent 176,794 73,196 107,500 
Public Library 521,058 347,864 200,000 
Water Resource District 6,096,196 6,066,803 0 
Weed Control 504,059 227,491 280,500 
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Job Development Authority 311,395 193,208 123,000 
Health Unit 126,000 1,390 125,000 
Historical Society 42,600 4,021 39,000 

    Total Requests and Levies Required 143,853,347 159,034,766 5,211,400 
 

RESOLUTION FOR A COUNTY TAX LEVY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2017 

 
 WHEREAS, this Board did on the 4th  day of October, 2016, set forth in budget 
form the amounts necessary to appropriate from County Funds for each and every 
County office, department and undertaking, for the calendar year ending December 31, 
2017, and indicated there on the amount of taxes necessary to be levied to meet such 
appropriations, and  
 
 WHEREAS, such budget was published in the official newspaper on  
September 7, 2016, and due notice of hearing was given as required by law, and 
 
 WHEREAS, this Board has this day adopted a Final County Budget for the 
calendar year 2017 as heretofore set forth, 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance there is hereby 
levied a tax for the year 2016 on all taxable property in McKenzie County, for the 
purposes set forth in the Final Budget in the total amount of $5,211,400 to be divided 
and apportioned to the several County Funds and Unorganized District Road funds as 
follows: 
 County General Fund $860,000 
 Unorganized District Roads – 10.00 mills - estimate $894,400 
 Road & Bridge Fund – 10.00 mills - estimate $1,720,000 
 Social Services = $750,000 
 Veterans Services - $112,000 
 County Agent - $107,500 
 Public Library - $200,000 
 Weed Control - $280,500 
 Job Development Authority - $123,000 
 District Health Unit $125,000 
 Historical Society $39,000 
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Planning Director Talbert provided an update to the Board that the Great 
American Lodge receiver has agreed to transfer all assets belonging to the Great 
American Lodge to the new owner, Scott Fain, once the request has been filed with US 
District Court Judge Hovland. 

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the investigation update pursuant to 
NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss the investigation update.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; 
Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 5:12 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Todd 
Schwarz, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and HR Manager Willis. 

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 5:50 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session.   
 
The meeting recessed at 5:53 p.m. until October 12, 2016, at 12:00 p.m. 

 
 

Special Meeting October 12, 2016 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 12, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 12:18 p.m. 

 
The purpose of the special meeting was to set minimum sales prices on the 

properties acquired through the tax foreclosure process. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to set the minimum sales for the 

property acquired by McKenzie County through Tax Deed as follows: Charles Seaman 
Jr & Debora K Seaman JT, Lots 16-17 Block 7, Arnegard Original Townsite, $3,500.00; 
Charles Seaman Jr & Debora K Seaman JT, Lots 18-19-20-21 Block 7, Arnegard 
Original Townsite, $1,500.00; Lot 2 Block 3 Less PT of IT 1416, Eikren Addition to 
Alexander, $500.00; Camp Buck LLC Sec 16, Twp 153N, Range 101W, IT 2312 PT 
SE1/4, $4,500.00; and Brandon & Amanda Kieson JT, Sec 29 Twp 152N Range 98W 
NE1/4SW1/4, NW1/4SE1/4 EX SW1/4NW1/4SE1/4, W1/221/2NE1/4SE1/4, $22,500.00.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
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The meeting recessed at 12:37 p.m. 
 
 

Special Meeting October 13, 2016 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 13, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

 
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the Village Business Institute 

investigation of the Sheriff Department for an employee claim of harassment and 
retaliation, violations of Title VII Civil Rights Act of 1964.  

 
Commissioner Cayko asked for a motion to close the meeting and enter into 

Executive Session for attorney consultation on the investigation update pursuant to 
NDCC § 44-04-19.1.  Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to move into Executive 
Session to discuss the investigation update.  Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; 
Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried.   

 
Executive Session began at 12:14 p.m. and was attended by Commissioners 

Anderson, Best, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda; Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Todd 
Schwarz, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and HR Manager Willis. 

 
Executive Session was adjourned at 1:49 p.m. The public was invited to return to 

the meeting room and the meeting returned to open session and the following motions 
made during executive session were read into the record. 

 
A motion was made by Commissioner Best, seconded by Commissioner Nordby, 

that as a result of the Village Business Institute investigation regarding the allegations 
consisting of workplace bullying and retaliation, which now will be made public, the 
Board consensus is to take disciplinary action against Lt. Michael Schmitz up to and 
including termination, pending a response within 10 days, and a final determination by 
this Board.  Lt. Michael Schmitz is on administrative leave immediately and unpaid 
administrative leave beginning the October 16, 2016, payroll.  Mr. Schmitz shall 
surrender all County property by 4:30pm CT on Friday, October 14, 2016, to Sheriff 
Gary Schwartzenberger. Roll call vote: Anderson, aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, 
aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner 
Nordby, that as a result of the Village Business Institute investigation regarding the 
allegations consisting of workplace bullying and retaliation, which will now be made 
public, as well as other complaints to which this Board has been made aware, the 
McKenzie County Board of Commissioners requests that Acting State’s Attorney Todd 
Schwarz prepare a petition for Governor’s removal of Sheriff Gary Schwartzenberger.  
The Board requests a final review of the petition, to ensure accuracy, before it is filed by 
Acting State’s Attorney Todd Schwarz with the Governor’s Office.  Roll call vote: 
Anderson, aye; Best, aye; Cayko, aye; Nordby, aye; Skarda, aye.  Motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 1:52 p.m. until October 18, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
October 18, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 18, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Assistant State’s Attorney Neff.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning & Zoning 

Consent Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. Items approved are as 
follows: 1. Indian Hills - Recommend approval of the amendment to Conditional Use 
Permit 0027-13 Indian Hills to the County Commission to permit the mobile home trailer 
to remain on the property for employee housing.   Adopt the findings and conditions as 
provided in the staff report; 2. Watford Ridge LLC - Recommend approval of Zone 
Change 0023-16 Watford Ridge LLC to the County Commission to change the zoning 
from Agriculture to R-3.  Adopt the findings as provided in the staff report; 3. NST 
Express LLC - Recommend approval of Conditional Use Permit 0044-16 NST Express 
LLC to the County Commission to permit two (2) Lateral Interconnects to a previously 
approved oil pipeline, with accompanying equipment.   Adopt the findings and 
conditions as provided in the staff report. 

 
Talbert updated the Board on the Great American Lodge transaction and advised 

that the receiver had not submitted their request to the Court yet.  A letter will be sent to 
the Court from the County. 

 
The section line petitions that were tabled during the Special Meeting on 

September 19, 2016, were discussed by the Board. 
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Section Line Closure Petition 201601- ConocoPhillips Boxer 21-6H was 
reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 150 North, Range 96 West and Township 149 North, Range 96 West of the 
5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being 
further described as: 

 
A tract of land located within the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter 

(SE1/4SW1/4) of Section 31, Township 150 North, Range 96 West, and Lot 3 of Section 
6, Township 149 North, Range 96 West, of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie 
County, North Dakota; being more specifically described as a strip of land sixty-six (66) 
feet in width and lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following described 
centerline:  Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of said 
Section 31; thence along the south section line on an azimuth of 090°07’40”, a distance 
of 1949.50 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING: thence continuing along the south 
section line on an azimuth of 090°07’40”, a distance of 240.32 feet to the POINT OF 
ENDING: said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°07’40”, a distance of 
2857.74 feet from the southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 31.  
Said tract contains 240.32 linear feet or 14.56 rods (0.36 acres). 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Best, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201602- ConocoPhillips Inga 14-12H was 

reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 
Township 148 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 



 
 

405 
 
 

 
A tract of land located in the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SE1/4SW1/4) 
of Section 12 and Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NE1/4NW1/4) of Section 
13, Township 148 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie 
County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically described as a strip of land sixty-
six (66) feet in width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following described 
centerline:  Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of said 
Section 12; thence along the south section line on an azimuth of 090°06’50”, a distance 
of 1842.48 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing along the south 
section line on an azimuth of 090°06’50”, a distance of 303.63 feet to the POINT OF 
ENDING; said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°06’50”, a distance of 
3118.52 feet from the southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 12.  
Said tract contains 303.63 linear feet or 18.40 rods (0.46 acres). 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the petition 
and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
 

Section Line Closure Petition 201603- ConocoPhillips Amanda 21-14H and 
Ole Boe 24-11H was reviewed.   
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to table until the November 15, 2016, meeting 
pending a new legal description which does not include the existing road.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 
 

Section Line Closure Petition 201604- ConocoPhillips Cherry Creek State 
11-25H was reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 149 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
Parcel 1: A tract of land located in the Southeast Quarter of the Southeast 

Quarter (SE1/4SE1/4) of Section 23, Township 149 North, Range 97 West of the 5th 
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Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically 
described as follows: The south 33 feet of the east 292.10 feet & the east 33 feet of the 
south 255.01 feet of said Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 23. 
Said tract is shown on the plat as Parcel 1 and contains 0.39 acres. 

 
Parcel 2: A tract of land located in the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter (SW1/4SW1/4) of Section 24, Township 149 North, Range 97 West of the 5th 
Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically 
described as follows: The west 33 feet of the south 224.37 feet & the south 33 feet of 
the west 203.62 feet of said Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section 24.  
Said tract is shown on the plat as Parcel 2 and contains 0.30 acres. 

 
Parcel 3: A tract of land located in the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest 

Quarter (NW1/4NW1/4) of Section 25, Township 149 North, Range 97 West of the 5th 
Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically 
described as follows: The north 33 feet of the west 203.62 feet and the west 33 feet of 
the north 281.89 feet of said Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 25.  
Said tract is shown on the plat as Parcel 3 and contains 0.34 acres. 

 
Parcel 4: A tract of land located in the Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter 

(NE1/4NE1/4) of Section 26, Township 149 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal 
Meridian, McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically described 
as follows: The east 33 feet of the north 251.84 feet & the north 33 feet of the east 
292.10 feet of said Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter of Section 26.  Said tract 
is shown on the plat as Parcel 4 and contains 0.39 acres. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Best, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued. 

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201605- ConocoPhillips Cleo 1-12H was 

reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
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WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 
Township 149 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
A tract of land located in the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SE1/4SW1/4) 
of Section 12 & Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NE1/4NW1/4) of Section 
13, Township 149 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie 
County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically described as a strip of land sixty-
six (66) feet in width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following described 
centerline: Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of said 
Section 12; thence along the south section line on an azimuth of 090°01’29”, a distance 
of 1458.22 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING: thence continuing along the south 
section line on an azimuth of 090°01’29”, a distance of 388.49 feet to the POINT OF 
ENDING; said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°01’29”, a distance of 
780.51 feet from the southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 12.  
Said tract contains 388.49 linear feet or 23.54 rods (0.59 acres). 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, 
seconded by Commissioner Anderson, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the petition 
and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
 

Kassydi Maybee, ConocoPhillips requested the Board reconsider Section Line 
Closure Petition 201616  Outlaw Gap 34-23MBH, Outlaw Gap 44-23TFH, Gladstone 
Gap 34-23MBH-ULW which was denied at the September 19, 2016, meeting.  Maybee 
stated this was a new location and was not already existing.  Moved by Skarda, 
seconded by Best, to place Section Line Closure Petition 201616 back on the 
November 15, 2016, meeting and for Ms. Maybee to obtain an easement around the 
requested closure.  All voting aye, motion carried.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201610- SM Energy Klamm 13-10H was 

reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
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WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 
Township 150 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
A strip of land located within in North half (N½) of Section Fifteen (15) and the South 
half (S½) 
of Section Ten (10), Township One Hundred Fifty North (150N), Range Ninety-Seven 
West (R97W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie County, North 
Dakota.  A strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on 
each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the Northwest corner of said 
Section Fifteen (15) thence N 89°53’26” E a distance of 1051.07 feet to the point of 
beginning; thence continuing N 89°53’26” E, a distance of 254.69 feet to the point of 
terminus,  located S 89°53’26” W, a distance of 1327.19 feet from the North quarter 
corner of said Section Fifteen (15).  Said easement has a total length of 254.69 feet and 
contains 0.39 acres more or less. 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the petition 
and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
 

Section Line Closure Petition 201611- SM Energy Leiseth 16-13H was 
reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY OBSTRUCTING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily obstruct a portion of a section line roadway 

in Township 151 North, Range 100 West and Township 151 North, Range 99 West of 
the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, 
being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within in East half (E½) of Section Thirteen (13), Township 

One Hundred Fifty-One North (151N), Range One Hundred West (R100W) and the 
West half (W½) 

of Section Eighteen (18), Township One Hundred Fifty-One North (T151N), 
Range Ninety-Nine West (R99W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie 
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County, North Dakota.  A strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) 
feet lying on each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the Southeast 
corner of said Section Thirteen (13) thence N 00°01’59” W a distance of 789.41 feet to 
the point of beginning; thence continuing N 00°01’59” W, a distance of 100.00 feet to 
STA. 1+00,  located S 00°01’59” E, a distance of 1751.66 feet from the East Quarter 
corner of said Section Thirteen (13).  Said easement has a total length of 100.00 feet 
and contains 0.15 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary obstruction of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
obstructed.   

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY CLOSING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 151 North, Range 100 West and Township 151 North, Range 99 West of the 
5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being 
further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within in East half (E½) of Section Thirteen (13), Township 

One Hundred Fifty-One North (151N), Range One Hundred West (R100W) and the 
West half (W½) 

of Section Eighteen (18), Township One Hundred Fifty-One North (T151N), 
Range Ninety-Nine West (R99W) of the Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie 
County, North Dakota.  A strip of land Sixty-Six (66) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) 
feet lying on each side of the following described line:  Commencing at the Southeast 
corner of said Section Thirteen (13) thence N 00°01’59” W a distance of 889.41 feet to 
the STA. 1+00; thence continuing N 00°01’59” W, a distance of 373.76  feet to point of 
terminus,  located S 00°01’59” E, a distance of 1377.90 feet from the East Quarter 
corner of said Section Thirteen (13).  Said easement has a total length of 373.76 feet 
and contains 0.57 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
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Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary closure of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
closed.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201614- Newfield Sand Creek State 1-16H was 

reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 
Township 153 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
A tract of land located in the S1/2SW1/4 of Section 16 & N1/2NW1/4 of Section 21, 
Township 153 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, 
State of North Dakota, being more specifically described as a strip of land sixty-six (66) 
feet in width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following described 
centerline:  Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of said 
Section 16; thence along the said south section line on an azimuth of 090°11’34”, a 
distance of 1204.15 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing along said 
south section line on an azimuth of 090°11’34”, a distance of 287.02 feet to the POINT 
OF ENDING; said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°11’34”, a distance of 
1149.67 feet from the southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 16.  
Said tract contains 287.02 linear feet or 17.40 rods (0.43 acres). 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Nordby, 
seconded by Commissioner Anderson, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the petition 



 
 

411 
 
 

and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
 

Section Line Closure Petition 201615- Newfield Sand Creek Federal 1-23H 
was reviewed. 
 

RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 
 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 
Township 153 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 
A tract of land located in the S1/2SE1/4 of Section 23 & N1/2NE1/4 of Section 26, 
Township 153N, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, McKenzie County, State 
of North Dakota, being more specifically described as a strip of land sixty-six (66) feet in 
width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following described centerline:  
Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 23; 
thence along the said south section line on an azimuth of 090°07’59”, a distance of 
835.17 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing along said south section 
line on an azimuth of 090°07’59”, a distance of 392.60 feet to the POINT OF ENDING; 
said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°07’59”, a distance of 1407.32 feet 
from the southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of said Section 23.  Said tract 
contains 392.60 linear feet or 23.79 rods (0.59 acres). 
 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County Board 
of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 19, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 
temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Best, 
seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, North 
Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the petition 
and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   

 
Section Line Closure Petition 201617- Emerald Oil Grizzly Federal 1-27-HR 

was reviewed.   
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to table until an an-built metes and bounds 
survey is completed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Section Line Closure Petition 201618- XTO Energy Cole Federal 44X-32H, 
44X-32D, 44X-32G2, 44X-32C was reviewed. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 150 North, Range 97 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the South East Quarter (SE¼) of Section Thirty-Two 

(32) and the South West Quarter (SW¼) of Section Thirty-Three (33), Township One 
Hundred Fifty North (T150N), Range Ninety-Seven West (R97W) of the Fifth Principal 
Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  Said strip of land being Sixty-Six 
(66) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on each side of the following described 
line:  Commencing at the South East Corner of said Section Thirty-Two (32); thence N 
00°04’53” W, a distance of 101.91 feet to the point of beginning; thence continuing N 
00°04’53” W, a distance of 414.16 feet to the point of terminus, located S 00°04’53” E, a 
distance of 2129.59 feet from the East Quarter corner of said Section Thirty-Two (32).  
Said easement has a total length of 414.16 feet and contains 0.63 acres, more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, October 18, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner Best, 
seconded by Commissioner Nordby, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   

 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the abatement request for KC 
Transport  as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 A section line closure application from Continental Resources on the Todd 1-6H 
well was reviewed.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to table the application until 
the section line location can be verified.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Nathan Heinert, National Weather Service, presented McKenzie County and 
Watford City as “Storm Ready” communities.  An appreciate plaque and community 
signs were presented to Emergency Manager Karolin Jappe for posting around the 
community. 
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 Moved by Best, seconded by Anderson, to approve the water bills and other bills 
as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the raffle permit 
application for Keene Fire Department.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to approve the raffle permit 
application for Yellowstone School District.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Law Enforcement Center 
Change Order #10 in the amount of $21,571.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Nordby, to table comment on the Edward Danks 
application for Trust Land, N1/2 of Section 26, Township 151 North, Range 94 West, 
until the November 1, 2016, meeting.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Brady Bertram, Brosz Engineering, presented a Route 31 cement construction 
project update.   
  
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the design proposal from 
Brosz Engineering Inc for completing design of Route 31 for payment in 2017 with a 
total cost to exceed $57,130.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 PWD Kanwar presented an update on Route 34 design for 2017, starting with the 
north end of the road. 
 
 The Board directed ASA Neff to research the setback requirements for the new 
county shop site, which has a pumping oil well located within 500 feet. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to purchase a used side dump trailer 
for $36,000.00 from RDO.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Water Resource District Manager Jeff Shaffer presented a Loan Guaranty for the 
Board to consider.  The Board tabled a decision on the agreement until the State’s 
Attorney’s Office can review the agreement for legalities. 
 
 The Board discussed the candidates that were interviewed for the State’s 
Attorney position and it was the consensus of the Board that the decision would be 
tabled at this time and that the position would remain open.   
 
 Sgt Charles “Tony” Blass entered the Commission Room during the discussion 
on the State’s Attorney position and served Chairman Cayko a document. 
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 Gene Veeder stated that he had spoken to both LSS and Hahn regarding Hillside 
Court and that both stated they would be submitting proposals within the next 30 days. 
 
 Commissioner Nordby updated the Board on the Law Enforcement Center Joint 
Powers Agreement.  He stated that it could be placed on the November 1, 2016, 
meeting agenda for a vote if the Board had no concerns with it as it currently stands. 
 
 A special meeting was scheduled for 9:00 a.m. on Monday, October 24, 2016.  
The agenda items are as follows: Mudmen Arnegard Dam cleanup; WAWSA Loan 
Guaranty; Lt. Schmitz Administrative Leave – pending disciplinary action; and Petition 
for Governor’s removal of Sheriff Schwartzenberger. 
 
 Chairman Cayko stated that the papers brought in by Sgt Blass were a petition 
for writ of prohibition to the Board from Sheriff Schwartzenberger, which had been filed 
in the court record. 

 
The meeting recessed at 4:09 p.m. until October 24, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Special Meeting October 24, 2016 
 

The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on October 24, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron Anderson, 
Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Chief Assistant State’s Attorney Schwarz updated the Board that a Mudmen 

representative had indicated they intended to clean up the Arnegard Dam site but did 
not have the finances to do so at this time.  Jeff Shaffer reported that there was 
retention equipment belonging to Mudmen still at the site.  Moved by Skarda, seconded 
by Nordby, to authorize the County to clean up and reclaim the Arnegard Dam site, 
leaving the equipment owned by Mudmen for them to retrieve within 30 days.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Chief ASA Schwarz advised the Board that the County should not sign the 

agreement for the WAWSA Loan Guaranty as it is presently written.  McKenzie County 
Water Resource District Board Chairman Denton Zubke updated the Board on the 
history of legislative borrowing to water resource districts and the necessity of the 
county loan guaranty because the MCWRD does not have the borrowing authority.  A 
decision was tabled until the November 1, 2016, meeting where revised language 
providing McKenzie County notice would be added to the document. 
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Chief ASA Schwarz recommended that a hearing for Lt. Mike Schmitz be held 
within 10-15 days.  Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to schedule a 3:00 CT 
hearing during the November 15, 2016, meeting and that Schmitz’s benefits will be 
continued until the matter has been resolved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Chief ASA Schwarz indicated that he would not be presenting the petition to the 

Board for review and that it would be filed this week after he had verified the accuracy of 
the documents.  Once filed the Attorney General’s office has up to 30 days to 
investigate the petition.  Schwarz stated that at the conclusion of that investigation the 
Attorney General will make a recommendation to the Governor. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:38 a.m. until November 1, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
The McKenzie County Commissioners attended the following  

additional meeting in October 2016: 
 

October 9-11, 2016:  Event Center, Bismarck, ND 
ND Association of Counties joint annual conference 

Commission members present were Cayko, Anderson, Best, Nordby and Skarda. 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Richard Cayko, Chairman 
 

214437 A & W TOWING                             600.00 
214438 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                         99.00 
214439 ACCUSOURCE INC.                          550.00 
214440 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                337.26 
214441 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES           144.50 
214442 AL-JON MANUFACTURING, LLC                4,183.49 
214443 AL'S METAL WORK, INC.                    366.76 
214444 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          107.00 
214445 AMAZON/SYNCB                             3,084.68 
214446 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   237.80 
214447 AMERICINN MOTEL & SUITES                 400.50 
214448 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC.                 1,288.99 
214449 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       1,195.70 
214450 API SYSTEMS INTEGRATORS                  368.00 
214451 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     110.00 
214452 ARROWHEAD SCIENTIFIC INC                 413.75 
214453 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        649.23 
214454 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES   1,082.00 
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214455 BAKER & TAYLOR                           1,901.77 
214456 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              317.21 
214457 BARTLETT & WEST                          32,248.08 
214458 BELL/MARY                                336.74 
214459 BEST WESTERN KELLY INN                   399.95 
214460 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL          510.49 
214461 BEST WESTERN PLUS-RAMKOTA HOTEL          773.43 
214462 BIG BOYS TOYS                            14.99 
214463 BLOOD/DANIEL                             112.00 
214464 BLUE LUBE                                333.38 
214465 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                269.40 
214466 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          1,087.81 
214467 BRADY'S ROADSIDE SERVICE                 202.00 
214468 BURNS & MCDONNELL                        20,750.76 
214469 BUTLER MACHINERY COMPANY                 6,598.76 
214470 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            2,072.05 
214471 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            3,098.50 
214472 C&D WATER SERVICES                       217.98 
214473 CAMEL BUTTE, L. SIGNALESS LLC            1,462.50 
214474 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      166.99 
214475 CAYKO/RICHARD                            754.28 
214476 CDWTS OLSON LAND LLP                     5,080.00 
214477 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 5,455,543.74 
214478 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     645.66 
214479 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                   23.50 
214480 CHECKERS, INC.                           210.00 
214481 CLOCK/LLOYD                              1,082.90 
214482 COBBLESTONE INN & SUITES                 189.98 
214483 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.         2,579.69 
214484 COMFORT INN                              400.00 
214485 COMFORT INN & SUITES/MANDAN              356.00 
214486 COMFORT SUITES                           80.00 
214487 COMMAND CENTER, INC                      3,111.62 
214488 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           2,947.03 
214489 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.              1,628,365.46 
214490 COOK/REBECCA                             25.00 
214491 CORPORATE TRANSLATION SERVICES, INC      1.92 
214492 CPS TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS                 3,065.47 
214493 DAKOTA WIRE WORKS, INC.                  267.86 
214494 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES                      243.60 
214495 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    1,540.00 
214496 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 193.20 
214497 DELGADILLO-RUBALCAVA/EDUARDO             10.00 
214498 DEMCO                                    311.45 
214499 E & M SERVICES                           1,500.00 
214500 ECOLAB PEST ELIMINATION DIV.             400.00 
214501 ELKAN, INC                               4,880.25 
214502 EXPRESSWAY INN                           240.30 
214503 FARGO GLASS AND PAINT CO.                1,855.00 
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214504 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                38,713.50 
214505 FASTENAL COMPANY                         4,232.14 
214506 FINSAAS/DARRELL                          46.44 
214507 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST         3,449.98 
214508 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE            220,836.00 
214509 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     4,640.00 
214510 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                 1,228.81 
214511 FOSS/BONNIE                              60.50 
214512 FOX HILLS GOLF & COUNTRY CLUB            535.76 
214513 FUGRO GEOSPATIAL, INC.                   108,307.70 
214514 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   240.00 
214515 GALLS INCORPORATED                       1,353.84 
214516 GEM CITY MOTORS                          68.05 
214517 GIERSDORF/KYLE                           1,277.87 
214518 GILL/BARBARA                             300.00 
214519 GO AGGREGATES LLC                        499,325.27 
214520 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT                      11,950.83 
214521 GRAND FORKS POLICE DEPARTMENT            100.00 
214522 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     2,416,274.20 
214523 GRAYBAR                                  639.91 
214524 GREG'S WELDING INC.                      476.00 
214525 GRIFFIN/KIM LAMONT                       10.00 
214526 GUY/TYLER JAMES                          204.00 
214527 HANSEN DIESEL & AUTOMOTIVE               971.92 
214528 HARRISON/SADIE                           261.64 
214529 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                  333.59 
214530 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR   1,500.00 
214531 HEDAHL'S INC.                            3,179.90 
214532 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     2,201.95 
214533 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY                  11,934.75 
214534 HOLTE/KAREN L.                           45.00 
214535 HOME OF ECONOMY                          373.62 
214536 HORIZON RESOURCES                        67.96 
214537 HP INC.                                  12,219.91 
214538 IAOGO - INTERNATIONAL ASSOC OF GOV       450.00 
214539 IBS, INC                                 2,735.10 
214540 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 43,039.82 
214541 INDIGO SIGNWORKS, INC                    540.00 
214542 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                 3,873.47 
214543 INTOXIMETERS                             1,360.00 
214544 JACK & JILL                              3,974.49 
214545 JAMAR COMPANY                            6,392.50 
214546 JAPPE/KAROLIN                            114.50 
214547 JOHNSON & SUNDEEN                        5,077.39 
214548 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.           1,989.00 
214549 KANWAR/SUHAIL                            42.41 
214550 KELLER SUPPLY COMPANY                    94.79 
214551 KILLDEER/CITY OF                         160.00 
214552 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              480.00 
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214553 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              3,554.70 
214554 KULSETH/CHRISTOPHER                      66.50 
214555 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                6,627.60 
214556 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    480.60 
214557 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    160.20 
214558 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                398.04 
214559 LASS/KOREY                               157.50 
214560 LAW ENFORCEMENT TARGETS INC              2.00 
214561 LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES, LLC              95.00 
214562 LUND OIL, INC.                           7,635.43 
214563 LUNDE/CLINTON                            143.86 
214564 MANN/KATHERINE                           10.00 
214565 MATTERN/SHANTELLE R                      254.50 
214566 MAVERICK LOGISTICS, INC                  425,624.90 
214567 MCCODY CONCRETE PRODUCTS, INC            4,150.00 
214568 MCKENZIE CO. AMBULANCE SERVICE           1,117.42 
214569 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                      3,257.88 
214570 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS          229.08 
214571 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH        5.00 
214572 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   3,000.00 
214573 MCKENZIE COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE        3,000.00 
214574 MCKENZIE COUNTY MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH     200.00 
214575 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE            2,136.98 
214576 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             722.94 
214577 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.               2,990.00 
214578 MCNANEY/CHARLES                          39.96 
214579 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP  578.91 
214580 MOORE MEDICAL LLC                        98.59 
214581 MOTOROLA                                 3,029.38 
214582 MURPHY MOTORS                            2,690.30 
214583 MYERS AUTO PARTS                         495.25 
214584 MYERS/MORGAN                             26.83 
214585 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     1,040.42 
214586 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        5,595.00 
214587 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    30,260.08 
214588 NDSBA                                    210.00 
214589 NDSU EXTENSION SERVICE                   22,663.85 
214590 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                       585.00 
214591 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                     259.41 
214592 NORDBY/LORI                              554.90 
214593 NORSTAG/KONRAD                           300.00 
214594 NORTH DAKOTA SURPLUS PROPERTY            1,740.00 
214595 NORTHERN HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS          150.31 
214596 NORTHERN TESTING                         95.00 
214597 NOVUSOLUTIONS                            4,950.00 
214598 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        3,411.99 
214599 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     16,131.40 
214600 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC                     390.90 
214601 OLSON/DOUG                               30.24 
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214602 PARRISH/CALVIN                           380.00 
214603 PARSHALL LUMBER & SUPPLY                 21.18 
214604 PAYSTUBZ                                 1,308.00 
214605 PEACE OFFICERS STANDARDS & TRAINING      135.00 
214606 PEERY/SANDY                              112.10 
214607 PEREZ/GABRIELLA                          383.22 
214608 PHARMCHEM. INC.                          600.00 
214609 PITNEY BOWES                             3,752.01 
214610 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC                   2,475.31 
214611 PRAXAIR                                  495.77 
214612 PUKLICH CHEVROLET                        31,113.06 
214613 Q'S KITCHEN                              720.00 
214614 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK                578.50 
214615 RAFIU/HABEEB                             258.42 
214616 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE                178.00 
214617 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                53,108.67 
214618 RECORD KEEPERS LLC                       57.50 
214619 REDWOOD TOXICOLOGY LAB, INC.             10.00 
214620 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              240.00 
214621 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA               93.30 
214622 RETROFIT COMPANIES, INC/THE              5,829.35 
214623 ROADWORX, LLC                            677,918.06 
214624 ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS, INC.        2,095.09 
214625 ROGNESS/KENNETH                          300.00 
214626 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                         295.60 
214627 ROOS/RON                                 75.00 
214628 ROOSEVELT INN & SUITES                   109.95 
214629 RUGGLES/KYLE                             82.48 
214630 SAFETY WORKS                             70.00 
214631 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          50.00 
214632 SAX WATER DEPOT LLP                      2,959.00 
214633 SCHILKE/ED                               300.00 
214634 SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL                   82.99 
214635 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                          1,000.00 
214636 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS/WILLISTON               870.10 
214637 SHOPPER/THE                              136.00 
214638 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                     12,551.55 
214639 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB.                1,144.91 
214640 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                538.19 
214641 STANDING ROCK SANITATION SERVICE,INC.    38,576.68 
214642 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                        391.55 
214643 STEIN'S INC.                             1,707.63 
214644 STREICHER'S                              6,304.53 
214645 STUTSMAN COUNTY AUDITOR                  190.00 
214646 SUPERIOR LAMP INC.                       1,097.94 
214647 TALBERT/JIM                              530.50 
214648 TASER INTERNATIONAL                      5,051.86 
214649 THOMAS FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE, INC       852.00 
214650 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                        229.76 
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214651 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     385.74 
214652 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                  16,873.50 
214653 TRANA/KATHY                              122.74 
214654 TRANSTROM/GENE E                         300.00 
214655 TRIPLE AAA SAFETY/TRAINING INC.          184.65 
214656 TWIN CITY HARDWARE                       995.10 
214657 TWOGOOD/SCOTT                            706.05 
214658 ULINE                                    151.23 
214659 UNDERGROUND VAULTS & STORAGE, INC.       5,000.00 
214660 UNITED PRAIRIE COOPERATIVE               2,672.03 
214661 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     13,915.53 
214662 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                    1,575.00 
214663 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                 100,575.90 
214664 VEOLIA                                   6,023.75 
214665 VILLAGE FAMILY SERVICE CENTER/THE        6,970.39 
214666 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.           224.86 
214667 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                200.00 
214668 WATFORD CITY VETERINARY CENTER           40.00 
214669 WAWSA                                    1,000.80 
214670 WE INTEGRATE                             20.00 
214671 WESCO DISPOSAL DBA ABCO RECYCLING        1,000.00 
214672 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                        3,365.46 
214673 WHITAKER/HILLARY                         441.66 
214674 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                1,833.00 
214675 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT        500.00 
214676 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   1,928.11 
214677 WILLIS/AMANDA                            249.60 
214678 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.               4,000.94 
214679 WISNESS/MONIQUE                          161.24 
214680 WISNESS/RICHARD A                        150.00 
214681 WISNESS/ROBERT                           150.00 
214682 YELLOWSTONE ELECTRIC COMPANY             1,035.68 
214683 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                198.00 
214684 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              72,273.00 
214685 MURPHY MOTORS                            34,654.30 
214686 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE                 14,197.00 

214687-214706 PAYROLL-OCTOBER 7, 2016 727,182.39 
214707 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.     689.02 
214708 JOB SERVICE NORTH DAKOTA                 11,207.28 
214709 ND STATE TREASURER                       1,092.10 
214710 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                311.62 
214711 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC. 1,952.00 
214712 APCO INTERNATIONAL                       1,137.00 
214713 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                     50.00 
214714 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        52.38 
214715 BARTLETT & WEST                          81,038.16 
214716 BLACK MOUNTAIN SOFTWARE, INC.            408.00 
214717 BLASS/CHARLES                            135.76 
214718 BLUE LUBE                                60.00 



 
 

421 
 
 

214719 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          273.95 
214720 C&D WATER SERVICES                       30.00 
214721 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       300.00 
214722 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 4,121,520.09 
214723 CLERK OF DISTRICT COURT                  380.00 
214724 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      2,474.65 
214725 DAVIS/STEPHENIE                          250.70 
214726 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                      2,240.00 
214727 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE            815.00 
214728 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     4,360,655.58 
214729 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC      3,427.00 
214730 KRAMER/ANNE ELIZABETH                    235.00 
214731 LUND OIL, INC.                           36.85 
214732 LUPINE CONSTRUCTION, INC                 1,350.00 
214733 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             677.73 
214734 ND CHAPTER OF APCO                       540.00 
214735 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    813.30 
214736 NOVAK/LARRY                              33.48 
214737 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        131.77 
214738 OASIS MIDSTREAM SERVICES                 17,985.00 
214739 PERKINS/PATRICK                          25.00 
214740 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              105.33 
214741 SHALE OILFIELD SERVICES, LLC             7,000.00 
214742 SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION CTR 38,823.00 
214743 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC           460.21 
214744 VOGEL LAW FIRM                           528.00 
214745 WAWSA                                    199,824.37 
214746 WEATHERS/GORDON                          21,600.00 
214747 WOLVERINE CONSTRUCTION                   41,887.50 
214748 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     475.00 
214749 AT&T                                     42.79 
214750 CENTURY LINK                             164.13 
214751 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      68.51 
214752 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.             1,891.80 
214753 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER              251.52 
214754 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             4,141.77 
214755 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             12,621.85 
214756 NEMONT                                   28.50 
214757 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              10,307.74 
214758 VERIZON WIRELESS                         7,236.73 
214759 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF         2,168.11 

214760-214784 PAYROLL-OCTOBER 21, 2016 720,600.91 
214785 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     21,177.93 
214786 ND STATE LAND DEPARTMENT                 865.37 

1016001 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             24,520.40 
1016002 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             36,648.98 
1016003 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             37,621.57 
1016004 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             112,376.51 
1016005 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                 25.00 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
November 1, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on November 1, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Doug Nordby, 
Ron Anderson, Vawnita Best, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Acting State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to 
order at 9:00 a.m. 

 
Barbara Curren presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending October 

31, 2016.    
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Treasurer’s Report, 

Minutes, and bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
 
Facility Manager Nate Carlson presented information on the Generator 

Response Program for the Law Enforcement Center.  Carlson explained that the 
program provided stability to the electric grid in the event of an emergency.  Moved by 
Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Generator Response and Air 
Contamination Program applications as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Gene Veeder updated the Board on three proposals from Hahn and Associates 

for management of Hillside Court, options including the County retaining ownership and 
renovation of the facility. 

 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to execute the LE Center Joint 

Powers Agreement for funding, governance, operation, and maintenance of the 
McKenzie County Correctional Facility.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Kathy Skarda and Jo Rooks were appointed to serve as delegates at the 

McKenzie County Healthcare System Annual meeting on November 29, 2016.   
 
Moved by Skarda to withdraw the proposed action against Lt. Mike Schmitz and 

to also withdraw the motion to request the Governor’s removal of Sheriff Gary 
Schwartzenberger and let the public recall the Sheriff if they don’t feel he is doing his 
job.  There being no second, the motion failed.  Commissioner Skarda also requested 
that all meetings be recorded. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Nordby, to accept the resignation from Gene 

Veeder with regret.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
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Landfill Manager Rick Schreiber updated the Board on a rejected load of 71 filter 
socks.  G&G Garbage has been assessed a fine in the amount of $71,000.00 for the 
load, which according to G&G Garbage, was picked up from Bridger Pipeline.   

 
Auditor Svihovec left the meeting at 10:10 a.m. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to pay the $538,825.00 final bill and to 

sign the amended Resolution of Conflicts for utility relocation on the Northern Bypass.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Discussion was held on the Edward Danks Application for Trust Land.  Public 

Works Director Kanwar suggested a comment that the County has no opposition to the 
trust as long as the public roads remain open.  

 
Auditor Svihovec returned to the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to post all paved roads that are not 

105,500 lb. GVW at 80,000 lb. GVW, effective as signage is posted.  All voting aye, 
motion carried.  The roads to be posted are:  

RT 1 – From ND Hwy 200 South 7.29 Miles to the end of pavement. 
RT 4 – From US Hwy 85 East 3.57 Miles to the end of pavement. 
RT 20 – From Main ST. Alexander East 1.22 Miles to the end of pavement. 
RT 27 – From US Hwy 85 South and East 16.16 Miles to the end of pavement. 
RT 30 – From US Hwy 85 West and South 13.48 Miles to the Junction of RT 27. 
RT 36 – From 17th Ave NE North 2.0 Miles to the Junction of 30 St NW. 
RT 38 – From ND Hwy 16 West 11.58 Miles to the State Line. 
RT 55 – From ND Hwy 23 North 7.34 Miles to the Junction of ND Hwy 1806. 
162nd Ave. NW – From ND Hwy 200 South 3.0 Miles to the end of pavement. 
Main St. Cartwright ND. 
Main St. Grassy Butte ND. 
Main St. Keene ND. 
 
Commissioner Anderson provided a brief history of Scairt Woman Road and its 

original use and intent.  The Board agreed that the road is not on the county system and 
that minimum maintenance will be provided only upon request. 
 

The meeting recessed for lunch at 10:52 a.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m.  
 
The public hearing was held at 1:00 p.m. regarding minimum sales prices set on 

the tax foreclosure properties.  No board members from the cities of Alexander or 
Arnegard or Tri Township appeared to contest the minimum sales prices set on the tax 
foreclosure properties.   
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Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the abatement application for 
Chip Hayes, a 2016 mobile home moved out of the county in 2015.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to execute the loan guaranty for the loan 

between the Western Area Water Supply and the McKenzie County Water Resource 
District whose cost share responsibility if for 24.295% of the loan amount totaling 
$10,000,000.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 1:30 p.m. until November 15, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
November 15, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on November 15, 2016.  Present: Commissioners Richard Cayko, Ron 
Anderson, Doug Nordby, Kathy Skarda, and Vawnita Best, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy 
Auditor Johnsrud, and Acting State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the 
meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Water Bills and other 

bills as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the Grassy Butte Fire 

Department Raffle permit application.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Law Enforcement Center 

Change Order #11 for $7,422.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Nordby, seconded by Best, to approve the Planning & Zoning Consent 

Agenda as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Consent Agenda items approved 
were: 1) Tesoro Great Plains LLC  ZC 0021-16 - Recommend approval of Zone Change 
0021-16 Tesoro Great Plains LLC to the County Commission to change the zoning from 
Agricultural to Industrial.  Adopt the findings as provided in the staff report; 2) McKenzie 
Electric  CUP 0047-16 - Suggested motion: Recommend approval of Conditional Use 
Permit 0047-16 (CUP) to the County Commission to allow the request to add an 115kV 
double circuit overhead transmission line with 24.9 kv distribution underbuild.   Adopt 
the findings and conditions as provided in the staff report; 3) Mark Gillette  ZC 0025-16 - 
Recommend approval of Zone Change 0025-16 Mark Gillette to the County 
Commission to change the zoning from Agriculture to Light Industrial.  Adopt the 
findings as provided in the staff report; 4) McKenzie Investments  ZC  0024-16 - 
Recommend approval of Zone Change 0024-16 McKenzie Investments LLC to the 
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County Commission to change the zoning from Agriculture to R-3.  Adopt the findings 
as provided in the staff report. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to approve the following abatements: 

Greenflex 3823-2016 mobile home park moved in 2016; MDK Properties 3825-2016 
mobile home moved in 2015; Gold North One Ltd. Corp 3826-Tax Director correction; 
Lipka 3827-Tax Director correction; Lillibridge 3828-Veterans Credit added to residence.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
RESOLUTION TEMPORARILY DISCONTINUING SECTION LINE ROADWAYS 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily close a portion of a section line roadway in 

Township 148 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in the 
office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A tract of land located in the SE1/4SW1/4 of Section 11 & NE1/4NW1/4 of 

Section 14, Township 148 North, Range 98 West of the 5th Principal Meridian, 
McKenzie County, State of North Dakota, being more specifically described as a strip of 
land sixty-six (66) feet in width, lying thirty-three (33) feet on each side of the following 
described centerline: Commencing at the southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of 
said Section 11; thence along the south section line on an azimuth of 090°03’09”, a 
distance of 2085.20 feet to the POINT OF BEGINNING; thence continuing along south 
section line of said Section 11 on an azimuth of 090°03’09”, a distance of 440.54 feet to 
the POINT OF ENDING; said ending point being located on an azimuth of 270°03’09”, a 
distance of 2756.03 feet from the southeast corner of the Southwest Quarter of said 
Section 11.  Said tract contains 440.54 linear feet or 26.70 rods (0.67 acres). 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, November 15, 2016, at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Anderson, Cayko, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 

 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of the 

temporary discontinuance of said roadways, on motion made by Commissioner 
Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Skarda, and a vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
petition and hereby declaring the described section line roadways to be temporarily 
discontinued.   
 
 The Board tabled action on the section line closure petition 201616 for the 
Outlaw Gap tri-pad. 
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RESOLUTION PERMITTING TEMPORARY OBSTRUCTION OF SECTION LINE 
 

WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily obstruct a portion of a section line roadway 
in Township 153 North, Range 100 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in 
the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 
 

Section 6, T153N, R100W, McKenzie County, ND.  Beginning at the Southwest 
Corner of the Southwest Quarter of Section 6; thence S 89°17’00” a distance of 622.00’ 
to the POB.  Thence S 89°17’00” a distance of 25’ to the end of the obstruction in the 
Statutory ROW. 
 

WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 
Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, November 15, 2016 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Cayko, Anderson, Nordby, Skarda, and Best present, and 
 

WHEREAS, the petitioner and the Commissioners agreed that written permission 
to temporarily obstruct the section line right of way rather than closing the section line 
was a more appropriate solution, and  
 

WHEREAS, the section line described above does not have an improved road 
and is not traveled by the public, and 
 

WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of 
allowance of the temporary obstruction of said section line as above described, on 
motion made by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Best, and a vote 
of 5 aye and 0 nay,  
 

IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 
North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
relief agreed to and hereby permitting the section line to be temporarily obstructed as 
described.   
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Anderson, to approve the contract amendment 
with ICON Architectural Group for design, bidding, and coordination of office furniture 
for the remodel/repurpose of the existing jail and Sheriff space.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Moved by Nordby, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Law Enforcement Center 
Detention Furnishings & Equipment budget as presented by Lt. Ken Rooks, totaling 
$92,823.50.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Commissioner Nordby provided an updated to the Board on the Joint Powers 
Agreement, which was approve at the Watford City City Council meeting on November 
7, 2016.   
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 Auditor Svihovec provided an election update.  After the Canvass Board met the 
total ballots cast in McKenzie County was 4,724.   
 
 The Board tabled a decision on the NDSU Extension request for a full-time grant 
funded position. The grant position is a ND Partnership for Success grant targeting 
underage drinking and prescription drug abuse.  The request was tabled to allow time to 
obtain more information on classification of the position and the cost for benefits. 
 
 Harold Rolfsrud requested the Board consider an improvement of the right of way 
along the Northern Bypass.  PWD Kanwar informed the Board that he and Mike 
Dollinger had worked out a solution with Mr. Rolfsrud and the improvements will occur 
in the spring. 
 
 PWD Kanwar updated the Board on the Route 30 bridge replacement progress.  
Three of four bridges will be completed this fall, with the remaining bridge delayed until 
spring. 
 
 Dollinger updated the Board on the claim from Go Aggregates for costs for 
delays due to specs not being met. 
 
 Kanwar presented a donation from Triangle Petroleum for $3,000.00 for the 
weather stations sites around the County. 
 
 The Board authorized Kanwar to seek a contract proposal from ONEOK for cost 
share for 2 miles of paving on 138th Ave to present at a future meeting.  The Board also 
advised that the affected townships be consulted for approval.  The total cost of the 
project is estimated to be $3 Million, with a $2 Million contribution from ONEOK. All 
future maintenance of the road would be the responsibility of the County. 
 
 HR Manager Willis presented the revised JPA staffing estimated cost for 
corrections at the new Law Enforcement Center.  Rooks requested approval to begin 
hiring additional corrections staff in January to begin training and have staff ready for an 
estimated May opening.  The Board approved filling the eight 2017 positions beginning 
in January. 
 
 Moved by Anderson, seconded by Skarda, to approve Friday, December 23, 
2016, as an 8 hour holiday for County employees and to close the Courthouse.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  Commissioner Best challenged all employees to take the 
extra 4 hours to give back to the Community during the Holiday time. 
 
 The Board recessed at 2:41 p.m. for an appreciation coffee and cake to honor 
Commissioner Cayko and Gene Veeder. 
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 The Board reconvened at 3:30 p.m.  Brent Bogar, Jadestone Consulting, 
provided the Board a legislative strategy update. 
 

The meeting recessed at 4:36 a.m. until November 28, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
Special Meeting November 28, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on November 28, 2016.  Commissioners Present In Person: Richard Cayko, 
Ron Anderson, and Kathy Skarda. Commissioners Present by Phone: Doug Nordby and 
Vawnita Best.  Also present was Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor Johnsrud, and Acting 
State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Cayko called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
The purpose of the special meeting was to appoint an interim sheriff.  This 

appointment will be temporary unless the Sheriff is removed and then this appointee will 
fill out the remainder of the term. 

 
Chairman Cayko recommended that Matt Johansen be appointed as interim 

Sheriff.  Commissioner Skarda recommended Lloyd Clock.  Commissioner Anderson 
asked if Cayko had visited with Johansen and Cayko indicated that he had.  Anderson 
stated he would support Johansen.  Commissioners Nordby and Best stated that they 
would also support Johansen. 

 
Moved by Anderson, seconded by Best, to appoint Matt Johansen as interim 

sheriff.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 

The meeting recessed at 1:06 p.m. until December 6, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Douglas Nordby, Chairman 
 

214787 A & W TOWING                             475.00 
214788 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                         217.70 
214789 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                666.25 
214790 ADVANCED DRUG TESTING                    55.00 
214791 ALL AMERICAN SALES & SERVICE             2,798.28 
214792 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          68.50 
214793 AMAZON/SYNCB                             2,429.72 
214794 AMERICAN ENGINEERING TESTING, INC.       3,134.00 
214795 AMERICAN SOLUTIONS FOR BUSINESS          739.69 
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214796 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   42.85 
214797 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC.                 1,408.70 
214798 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       1,249.70 
214799 APCO INTERNATIONAL                       856.00 
214800 API SYSTEMS INTEGRATORS                  552.00 
214801 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     110.00 
214802 ASC CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT               4,189.15 
214803 AVI SYSTEMS, INC.                        4,175.71 
214804 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        1,425.81 
214805 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES   1,268.00 
214806 BAKER & TAYLOR                           2,945.60 
214807 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              1,437.14 
214808 BAUMAN/BARBARA                           48.60 
214809 BAUMAN/JOSEY                             56.00 
214810 BEAL/TROY                                261.75 
214811 BELL/MARY                                186.62 
214812 BERQUIST/BAILEY                          710.70 
214813 BEST WESTERN PLUS RAMKOTA HOTEL          81.90 
214814 BEST/VAWNITA                             27.00 
214815 BIDDLE CONSULTING GROUP, INC             719.00 
214816 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE                     185.03 
214817 BLOOD/DANIEL                             66.50 
214818 BLUE LUBE                                108.56 
214819 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                1,092.03 
214820 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.               23,353.00 
214821 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          1,688.93 
214822 BRADY'S ROADSIDE SERVICE                 1,388.25 
214823 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                  170,000.00 
214824 BROWN/ROGER                              84.00 
214825 BUTTONS BY FISH                          270.00 
214826 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            64.80 
214827 C&D WATER SERVICES                       76.50 
214828 CANAD INNS                               754.20 
214829 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      147.16 
214830 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       540.00 
214831 CAYKO/RICHARD                            986.48 
214832 CEJA/YANIRA                              192.50 
214833 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 5,941,796.34 
214834 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     2,760.73 
214835 CHISHOLM/AARON                           210.42 
214836 CHRISTENSEN/DANIEL                       12.20 
214837 CLOUD/CHRISTOPHER                        241.50 
214838 CM BUILT DOORS INC.                      4,000.00 
214839 COGHLAN-PEPPARD/SHEA                     740.00 
214840 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.         2,661.68 
214841 COMFORT INN                              81.90 
214842 COMFORT SUITES                           327.60 
214843 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           2,947.03 
214844 CONNOR/BAIN                              12.00 
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214845 CREATIVE SERVICES OF NEW ENGLAND         397.95 
214846 CROSS POINT CHURCH                       380.00 
214847 CURREN/BARBARA A                         77.22 
214848 DAHL/NEVIN                               1,500.00 
214849 DAKOTA SCREEN ARTS, INC.                 256.67 
214850 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    74.00 
214851 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 173.90 
214852 DELL MARKETING L.P.                      4,296.11 
214853 DIGITAL HIGHWAY INC.                     3,399.75 
214854 DM READY MIX                             1,910.00 
214855 DUENWALD TRANSPORTATION LLC              2,360.50 
214856 E & M SERVICES                           16,070.00 
214857 EBSCO INDUSTRIES, INC                    1,011.20 
214858 ELKAN, INC                               877.27 
214859 EMMONDS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE          38.00 
214861 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                66,352.73 
214862 FASTENAL COMPANY                         2,652.98 
214863 FEDEX/DEPT CH                            131.12 
214864 FINSAAS/DARRELL                          46.44 
214865 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST         3,748.07 
214866 FLECK/WILLIAM                            64.80 
214867 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     5,034.40 
214868 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                 1,418.68 
214869 FOSS/BONNIE                              50.00 
214870 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   1,461.25 
214871 GAFFANEY'S TOTAL OFFICE SOURCE, INC.     2,405.72 
214872 GALLS INCORPORATED                       738.66 
214873 GEM CITY MOTORS/TOWING                   2,064.13 
214874 GEMPLER'S INC.                           78.10 
214875 GIBBS TOWING, LLC                        450.00 
214876 GIS WORKSHOP                             17,510.00 
214877 GOOSENECK IMPLEMENT                      693.61 
214878 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.        81.00 
214879 GRASSY BUTTE PARK                        2,336.37 
214880 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     5,494,508.59 
214881 GRAYBAR                                  1,366.85 
214882 GUNDERSON/PATRICI G                      4,151.00 
214883 HANSEN DIESEL & AUTOMOTIVE               93.10 
214884 HARRISON/SADIE                           119.63 
214885 HAUGEN/LESLIE C                          103.02 
214886 HEDAHL'S INC.                            596.15 
214887 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     66.09 
214888 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                       683.76 
214889 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS/JAMESTOWN            170.20 
214890 HOLIDAY INN/FARGO                        432.00 
214891 HOLTE/KAREN L.                           103.38 
214892 HOME OF ECONOMY                          107.97 
214893 HORIZON RESOURCES                        110.97 
214894 HP INC.                                  1,445.76 
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214895 HURLEY ENTERPRISES, INC                  555.00 
214896 IBS, INC                                 3,625.99 
214897 ICE CUBE PRESS                           20.00 
214898 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 42,321.93 
214899 INDIGO SIGNWORKS, INC                    180.00 
214900 INTERGRAPH CORPORATION SGI DIVISION      4,968.00 
214901 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                 2,464.39 
214902 ISOM/KAYLA                               56.00 
214903 JACK & JILL                              4,013.75 
214904 JAMAR COMPANY                            1,268.75 
214905 JAPPE/KAROLIN                            117.51 
214906 JOHANSEN/MATTHEW                         75.00 
214907 JOHNSRUD/ANN                             356.10 
214908 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                           222.80 
214909 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.           1,077.00 
214910 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY                     412.56 
214911 KELLER SUPPLY COMPANY                    2,005.08 
214912 KELLY INN                                180.20 
214913 KENNEDY/COLT                             12.98 
214914 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              4,578.18 
214915 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              47,181.93 
214916 KUMMER'S PUMPING                         400.00 
214917 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                843.00 
214918 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    1,928.50 
214919 LARRY'S SEED & AG SUPPLY, INC.           3,925.80 
214920 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                240.73 
214921 LASS/KOREY                               251.57 
214922 LAWSON PRODUCTS INC.                     809.32 
214923 LEGEND AUTO BODY                         1,875.65 
214924 LEWIS/JAY                                12.96 
214925 LOWER YELLOWSTONE IRRIGATION PROJECT     3,266.70 
214926 LUHMAN/SCOTT                             220.50 
214927 LUND OIL, INC.                           1,685.51 
214928 LYNNER/JUNE                              6.54 
214929 MAGNUM ELECTIC                           1,327.06 
214930 MARCO, INC.                              4,582.60 
214931 MCGRUFF SAFE KIDS                        3,611.00 
214932 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                      6,249.97 
214933 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE  650.00 
214934 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE            1,978.54 
214935 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             1,387.01 
214936 MCKENZIE/BONNITA                         463.11 
214937 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.               1,950.00 
214938 MCNANEY/CHARLES                          125.06 
214939 MEES/MICHAEL                             465.50 
214940 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP  1,191.91 
214941 MICHAEL TODD & CO., INC.                 649.14 
214942 MIDWEST DOORS OF DICKINSON, INC.         877.51 
214943 MINOT DAILY NEWS                         260.00 



 
 

432 
 
 

214944 MOBERG/JAMES                             627.30 
214945 MOORE MEDICAL LLC                        462.24 
214946 MRACHEK/KRIS                             54.00 
214947 MURPHY MOTORS                            1,818.10 
214948 MYERS AUTO PARTS                         334.71 
214949 MYERS/MORGAN                             466.44 
214950 NATIONAL ASSOC. OF COUNTIES              450.00 
214951 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     1,242.97 
214952 ND CHAPTER OF APCO                       720.00 
214953 ND DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES          20.00 
214954 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION               166,701.03 
214955 ND OFFICE OF STATE TAX COMM'R.           1,268.09 
214956 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        5,360.00 
214957 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS            1,080.00 
214958 NDAAO                                    900.00 
214959 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    29,649.53 
214960 NDACS SPELLING BEE                       250.00 
214961 NDACSSB                                  42.00 
214962 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                     203.13 
214963 NEWMAN/DUSTIN B                          98.00 
214964 NILLES LAW FIRM                          43.00 
214965 NORBY/LYNETTE                            37.80 
214966 NORDBY JR/DOUG M                         449.80 
214967 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    15.00 
214968 NORTHERN HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS          50.95 
214969 NORTHWEST TIRE INC.                      424.57 
214970 NSC MINERALS, LTD                        26,842.50 
214971 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        4,962.87 
214972 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     9,822.36 
214973 OLSON/DOUG                               30.24 
214974 OLSON/JEREMY                             25.92 
214975 ORF/DOREEN                               200.00 
214976 PAREDES/ISSAC                            10.00 
214977 PATRIOT PERFORMANCE                      452.52 
214978 PAULSON/KATIE                            216.00 
214979 PAYSTUBZ                                 1,302.00 
214980 PEERY/SANDY                              218.18 
214982 PETROCHOICE                              739.50 
214983 PICKERING JR/TIMOTHY J                   83.88 
214984 POJORLIE PONDS                           1,732.00 
214985 POWELL/MISTY L                           175.00 
214986 PRAXAIR                                  732.99 
214987 PRINTERS/THE                             250.34 
214988 QPR INSTITUTE                            990.00 
214989 RADISSON HOTEL - BISMARCK                1,801.80 
214990 RAMADA GRAND DAKOTA LODGE                648.00 
214991 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                2,097,680.71 
214992 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              240.00 
214993 RESPOND SYSTEMS OF MONTANA               1,085.69 
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214994 RICOH USA, INC                           362.25 
214995 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE                 5.00 
214996 ROADWORX, LLC                            550,883.52 
214997 ROBINSON/AMY                             219.72 
214998 ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS, INC.        557.62 
214999 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                         304.28 
215000 ROLFSON OIL                              5,704.35 
215001 ROLFSRUD/NANCY                           1,095.57 
215002 ROLLA/CHERRI                             1,127.92 
215003 ROOKS/JO                                 38.50 
215004 ROOKS/KENNETH                            38.50 
215005 ROOS/RON                                 436.14 
215006 ROOT CONSTRUCTION, INC.                  8,441.05 
215007 S&S PROMOTIONAL GROUP INC                214.36 
215008 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          894.48 
215009 SANJAR CONSTRUCTION                      900.00 
215010 SANTANDER LEASING, LLC                   145,621.71 
215011 SCHEBO/JOANNE                            54.00 
215012 SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL                   82.99 
215013 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS                    200.00 
215014 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                          1,650.00 
215015 SERVPRO OF MINOT                         727.27 
215016 SHAIDE/KAREN M                           21.60 
215017 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS/WILLISTON               173.24 
215018 SHOPPER/THE                              248.00 
215019 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                     1,777.05 
215020 SKAAR/BRAIN                              4,151.00 
215021 SKAAR/DIANE C.                           4,151.00 
215022 SKARDA/GARY                              821.30 
215023 SKURUPEY/GREG                            16.15 
215024 SM FENCING & ENERGY SERVICES INC         28,770.00 
215025 SNOW-WHEEL SYSTEM                        2,380.00 
215026 SORENSON/CURTIS                          1,475.20 
215027 SORENSON/DESIREE                         759.10 
215028 SRF CONSULTING GROUP, INC                254.25 
215029 STAPLES ADVANTAGE                        286.61 
215030 STEIN'S INC.                             2,475.41 
215031 STREICHER'S                              1,625.40 
215032 SUBWAY                                   68.00 
215033 SUPERIOR JETTING INC                     6,537.50 
215034 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                        199.80 
215035 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                        495.14 
215036 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     385.74 
215037 THOS. Y PICKETT & CO. INC.               20,000.00 
215038 TITANIUM PLUMBING                        625.00 
215039 TJELDE/LEE                               36.16 
215040 TOY/NANCY                                1,093.93 
215041 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                  1,585.93 
215042 TRANE U.S. INC.                          110.00 
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215043 TWOGOOD/SCOTT                            1,291.84 
215044 UNIFORM CENTER                           138.00 
215045 UNITED QUALITY COOPERATIVE               3,511.94 
215046 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     14,175.99 
215047 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                    4,754.80 
215048 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                 177,349.50 
215049 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.           1,439.73 
215050 WATCHGUARD VIDEO                         5,115.00 
215051 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                200.00 
215052 WATFORD CITY VETERINARY CENTER           225.00 
215053 WE INTEGRATE                             20.00 
215054 WESCO DISPOSAL DBA ABCO RECYCLING        500.00 
215055 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                        5,975.28 
215056 WHEELER LUMBER, LLC                      13,654.80 
215057 WHITAKER/HILLARY                         326.08 
215058 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                1,314.00 
215059 WHITING OIL & GAS CORPORATION            4,151.00 
215060 WILLIAMS CO. SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT        550.00 
215061 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   1,817.00 
215062 WILLIS/AMANDA                            190.00 
215063 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.               609.47 
215065 WISNESS/MONIQUE                          361.54 
215066 ZEP SALES & SERVICE                      790.90 

215067-215089 PAYROLL-NOVEMBER 4, 2016 724,603.13 
215090 PEGLAU/JENNIFER M                        991.70 
215091 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.     6,455.32 
215092 ND STATE TREASURER                       692.83 
215093 ARNEGARD/MARY SUSAN                      275.00 
215094 BERG/A. CELESTE                          225.00 
215095 BERQUIST/MARLYN                          225.00 
215096 BERRY/TRACEY                             275.00 
215097 BLEGEN/STEPHANIE L                       275.00 
215098 BRENNA/HEIDI                             225.00 
215099 BRENNA/KATHLEEN                          275.00 
215100 CARSON/BRENDA                            275.00 
215101 CAYKO/VICKY                              225.00 
215102 CHRISTENSEN/TRACY                        225.00 
215103 CLAIRMONT/DELAINE                        225.00 
215104 DWYER/TORI                               350.00 
215105 FLECK/CARLA                              350.00 
215106 FOLKVORD/PATRICIA                        275.00 
215107 HANNA/RONDEE                             225.00 
215108 HOMISTON/JEAN E                          225.00 
215109 HOVDE/PATRICIA                           225.00 
215110 JAMES-HANNA/JESSICA                      175.00 
215111 JOHNSON/ANITA                            275.00 
215112 JOHNSTON/JANET                           225.00 
215113 KARST/ANITA                              225.00 
215114 KLOSE/KAREN                              350.00 
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215115 LAUTENSCHLAGER/BRENDA                    275.00 
215116 LEISETH/SHARON                           225.00 
215117 LELAND/ARDEHL                            225.00 
215118 LIEBEL/CAROLYN E                         225.00 
215119 LIEBEL/WILLIAM G                         275.00 
215120 MADISON/LACEY                            225.00 
215121 MATHIS/BARB                              225.00 
215122 MINOW/JULIE                              275.00 
215123 MJELSTAD/CAROL                           225.00 
215124 MOE/ANGELA                               275.00 
215125 MOE/MAUREEN                              350.00 
215126 MURRAY/GEORGINE                          275.00 
215127 NORBY/LYNETTE                            275.00 
215128 NOVAK/LARRY                              275.00 
215129 O'CONNOR/JOHN B                          225.00 
215130 O'CONNOR/KAY D                           225.00 
215131 OAKLAND/JANICE                           275.00 
215132 ORF/DOREEN                               275.00 
215133 OSTRANDER/LYNETTE                        225.00 
215134 PAULSON/LINDA K.                         275.00 
215135 POITRA/VALERIE                           225.00 
215136 POWELL/MISTY L                           175.00 
215137 REICHENBACH/BEVERLY A                    225.00 
215138 REIL/DOROTHY                             175.00 
215139 SCHLOTHAUER/LORETTA                      225.00 
215140 SCHWARTZENBERGER/LOIS                    275.00 
215141 SORENSON/JENNIFER                        275.00 
215142 SPOTTED HORSE/JEANINE                    350.00 
215144 SPOTTED HORSE/MARIE                      275.00 
215145 STROMME/KAITLYN                          225.00 
215146 THOMPSON/BRANDON                         275.00 
215147 THOMPSON/MICHELLE                        350.00 
215148 THOMPSON/WAYNE                           225.00 
215149 TJELDE/ELAINE                            350.00 
215150 WISNESS/JULIE A                          275.00 
215151 ACOM SOLUTIONS, INC.                     1,999.00 
215152 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC. 3,507.32 
215153 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       1,249.70 
215154 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                     50.00 
215155 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        223.12 
215156 BATEMAN/TRAVIS                           91.15 
215157 BUCK/SHARI                               217.30 
215158 C&D WATER SERVICES                       37.50 
215159 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       2,860.00 
215160 CAYKO/RICHARD                            1,152.08 
215161 CEJA/YANIRA                              17.50 
215162 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.              1,607,152.53 
215163 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      16,556.34 
215164 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                      196,195.67 
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215165 FASTENAL COMPANY                         52.05 
215166 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     3,776.00 
215167 GIERSDORF/KYLE                           225.64 
215168 GRASSY BUTTE COMMUNITY HALL              30.00 
215169 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC      2,920.00 
215170 JELLESED/LEIF L.                         38.88 
215171 LUND OIL, INC.                           44.59 
215172 LUPINE CONSTRUCTION, INC                 3,655.00 
215173 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             600.00 
215174 ND WATER EDUCATION FOUNDATION            503.00 
215175 ND WATER USERS ASSOCIATION               360.00 
215176 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    922.85 
215177 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              104.98 

215178 
SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION 
CENTER 39,709.56 

215179 U-HAUL                                   209.65 
215180 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC           460.14 
215181 VOGEL LAW FIRM                           1,436.50 
215182 WAWSA                                    187,637.64 
215183 WISNESS/PAUL                             35.00 
215184 WRIGHT/DAPHNE                            274.54 
215185 ZUBKE/DENTON B.                          35.00 

215186-215204 PAYROLL-NOVEMBER 18, 2016 688,698.40 
215205 AMAN/KELSEY                              150.10 
215206 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     585.00 
215207 AT&T                                     80.55 
215208 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     17,994.06 
215209 CENTURY LINK                             163.92 
215210 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      56.51 
215211 FOSS/BONNIE                              478.32 
215212 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.             1,929.60 
215213 JOKELA/SIBINEE D                         149.61 
215214 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER              188.54 
215215 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             3,641.60 
215216 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             8,233.82 
215217 NEMONT                                   28.50 
215218 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              5,845.57 
215219 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                644.72 
215220 VERIZON WIRELESS                         9,143.64 
215221 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF         1,752.35 
215222 YELLOWSTONE PUMPING IRRIG. DISTRICT      4,054.60 
215223 SPOTTED HORSE/JESSICA                    275.00 

1116001 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             90.78 
1116002 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                 10.00 
1116003 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             26,763.24 
1116004 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             32,508.86 
1116005 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             29,434.13 
1116006 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             21,623.64 
1116007 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             88.74 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
MCKENZIE COUNTY, NORTH DAKOTA 

 
December 6, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on December 6, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Doug Nordby, Vawnita Best, 
Tom McCabe, Gene Veeder, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, and Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud.  Auditor Svihovec called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. for reorganization 
of the Board. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to nominate Doug Nordby as Chairman.  

No other nominations and nominations ceased.  Best moves to cast a unanimous ballot 
for Doug Nordby as Chairman.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Moved by Nordby, 
seconded by McCabe, to nominate Vawnita Best as Vice Chairman.  No other 
nominations and nominations ceased.  Moved by Veeder, seconded by Nordby, to cast 
a unanimous ballot for Vawnita Best as Vice Chairman.  Chairman Nordby then 
assumed the chair. 

 
Barbara Curren presented the Treasurer’s Report for the period ending 

November 30, 2016.    
 
Skarda requested that the November 1, 2016, minutes include the wording that 

she had requested meetings to be recorded.  Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to 
approve the minutes as amended.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Best requested that the following six bills be pulled for review and discussion with 

the Sheriff Department: Basin Safety, Steichers, Graybar, Dealers Electrical, Border 
State Electric, and Ray Allan Manufacturing. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the bills, except the ones pulled 

by Best, and to approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Collin Englehardt, Eide Bailly, presented the 2013-2014 Final Audit Report by 

conference call.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to accept the 2013-2014 Final 
Audit Report from Eide Bailly.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Sam Meuchel questioned the Board on several vouchers from Linda Svihovec 

and Vawnita Best. 
 
PWD Kanwar stated that damage had been done to a septic tank and drain field 

during construction of the Northern Bypass.  Moved by McCabe, seconded by Skarda, 
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to pay $6,000.00 to Doug and Debbie Thompson for repair to their septic tank and drain 
field that was damaged by the County’s contractor.  All voting aye, motion carried.   
Kanwar stated he is working with the Contractor to split the cost.     

 
Veeder recommended that the County prepare an RFP for renovation and 

management of Hillside Court addressing affordability, management, and renovation of 
the facility.   

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Veeder, to accept the Uniform County Permit 

Program Agreement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by McCabe, to approve the liquor license 

applications as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Approved liquor licenses are: 
Wild Bison, Carman Corner, Patriot Fuels, Outsiders, Sweet Crude Travel Center, 
Tobacco Gardens, WC Eagles Aerie 3543, and Long X Saloon. 

 
The February 7, 2016, meeting was rescheduled to February 6, 2016, due to 

schedule conflicts. 
 
Jeff Kindel, City of Arnegard Mayor, reported on the Arnegard Wastewater 

project.  State the project came in $240,724.63 under budget.  The County had 
originally approved paying 14% of their total project cost up to $800,000.00.  Paid to 
date on the project was $559,275.37.  Mayor Kindel requested authorization for the 
remaining funds for a municipal water system.  Nordby asked Kindell to put together 
some additional information on the project and represent it at the December 20, 2016, 
meeting. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the proposal from RTC for a 

phone system at the Law Enforcement Center totaling $78,853.35, with a monthly lease 
of $1,509.56.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the proposal from Heggen 

Equipment for $46,000 for a tool cat and the proposal from Acme Tools for $19,530.00 
for a mower and trailer for the Law Enforcement Center.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Todd Mitzel, ICON Architectural Group, briefed the Board on Construction 

Management at Risk delivery method versus Design Bid Build, Design Build (not an 
option for political subdivisions), and Construction Management (2 methods).  Moved by 
Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve utilizing the Construction Manager at Risk 
delivery method for the County Shop project.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Facility Manager Nate Carlson requested direction from the Board on an RFP for 

Architectural services.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to direct Carlson to let an 
RFP for design services for the County Shop.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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Moved by Veeder, seconded by Skarda, to approve the Thorland Right of Way 
and Corridor Utility Easement as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed for lunch at 11:56 a.m. and reconvened at 1:00 p.m. with 

a public hearing on an abatement. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Veeder, to approve the Cruz Olivarez 3824 

abatement application for 2016 mobile home tax moved out in 2015 without a permit.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Heidi Brenna, ICON Architectural Group, presented an initial design for 
repurposing the existing jail space. 
 
 HR Manager Willis presented information on the Extension Office Partnership for 
Success Grant position, classification B22, benefits and training.  Unemployment would 
be the County’s responsibility and all other costs would be covered by the grant.  Moved 
by Best, seconded by McCabe, to support the grant funded position until the grant 
funding is exhausted.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to continue paying Gary 
Schwartzenberger’s salary, including benefits, while under suspension and until the 
matter of his suspension is resolved.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Veeder, to terminate administrative leave for 
Karla Sondrol and to reinstate her to her former lead dispatch position, effective 
December 12, 2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the salary adjustments as 
presented by HR Manager Willis, which include updated adjustments to approved 2017 
salaries, totaling approximately $45,000 plus taxes and benefits.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Acting State’s Attorney Todd Schwarz joined the meeting by conference call to 
discuss Mike Schmitz’s retroactive pay and hearing date.  Moved by Skarda, seconded 
by Best, to approve paying Mike Schmitz retroactive pay for his disciplinary leave 
beginning October 16, 2016, until after a disciplinary hearing on January 3, 2017, as 
Schmitz was commanded by Sheriff Schwartzenberger to report to work after October 
16, 2016.   All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve a temporary administrative staff 
position in the State’s Attorney Office to assist with filing while staff member is on leave.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by McCabe, seconded by Best, to approve temporary employees in the 
Auditor/Treasurer Office to assist with tax statements and open records requests as 
needed.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by McCabe, seconded by Best, to approve the following Board 
appointments: 
 LEC Joint Powers Board: Commissioners Best and Nordby 
 JDA Board: Commissioner Veeder, Dale Patten, and Aaron Weber-terms expire  

12/31/19 
 Library Board: Commissioner Skarda—term expires 12/31/19 
 County Fair Board: Commissioner McCabe—term expires 11/30/18 
 Upper Missouri District Health Unit: Commissioner Skarda—term expires  

11/30/18 
 Social Services Board: Commissioner Veeder—term expires 6/30/17 
 County Shop Project: Commissioners Veeder and McCabe 
 Tri-County EDC: Commissioner Veeder—term expires 11/30/2020 
 Planning Commission: Commissioner Veeder will take Nordby’s position.   

Commissioner Best will continue to serve. 
 School Reorganization Board: Eunice Christopherson and Beth Dahl—terms  

expire 12/31/19 
 Watford City Pest Control District: Commissioner McCabe—term expires 6/30/18 
All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Veeder, seconded by Skarda, to approve back pay to Ryan Nielson 
effective November 1, 2016, and Bonnita McKenzie effective August 3, 2016, dates 
when they were promoted to shift lead dispatchers.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the NDDOT Traffic Safety 
Contract for Alcohol Enforcement with a contract period of October 1, 2016, to 
September 30, 2017.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the NDDES request for a 
tracked UTV to the Morton County Sheriff Department to assist with DAPL law 
enforcement.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
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 Interim Sheriff Johansen discussed several additional items with the Board 
including surplus tire disposal, City of Alexander Law Enforcement Agreement, which 
was tabled to December 20, and the vouchers pulled from the bills earlier in the day by 
Best.  Also discussed was the gun range out at the County Landfill.  Svihovec read an 
email from Scott Luhman stating he will look into the gun range and work on putting 
together a budget to present to the Board.  Commissioner McCabe reported he had 
been asked to visit the gun range site by the State Electrical Inspector and learned 
during his visit that Sheriff Schwartzenberger and deputies were performing contract 
electrical work without a certified electrician on site.  Johansen and Planning Director 
Talbert will look into the project and inspections needed. 
 
 Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve payment of the six vouchers 
from the Sherrif’s Office which were pulled for discussion.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
 
 Auditor/Treasurer Svihovec agreed to reconsider her resignation, which was 
submitted to the Board on December 4, 2016. 
 

The meeting recessed at 3:11 p.m. until December 20, 2016, at 1:00 p.m. 
 

 
December 20, 2016 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on December 20, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Doug Nordby, Vawnita Best, 
Tom McCabe, Gene Veeder, and Kathy Skarda, Auditor Svihovec, Deputy Auditor 
Johnsrud, and Acting State’s Attorney Schwarz.  Chairman Nordby called the meeting 
to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Marcia Hellandsaas introduced new NDSU Extension Agent Morgan Meyers to 

the Board.  Meyers updated the Board that two new 4-H clubs had formed and that 4-H 
projects are underway. 

 
RESOLUTION PERMITTING TEMPORARY OBSTRUCTION OF SECTION LINE 

 
WHEREAS, a petition to temporarily obstruct a portion of a section line roadway 

in Township 149 North, Range 96 West of the 5th Principal Meridian has been filed in 
the office the McKenzie County Auditor, being further described as: 

 
A strip of land located within the East half (E1/2) of Section Thirty-Six (36), 

Township One Hundred Forty-Nine North (T149N), Range Ninety-Six West (96W) of the 
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Fifth Principal Meridian (5th P.M.), McKenzie County, North Dakota.  A strip of land 
Thirty-Three (33) feet wide having Thirty-Three (33) feet lying on the west side of the 
following described line:  Commencing at the Southeast corner of said Section Thirty-
Six (36) thence N 00°06’04” E a distance of 3521.68 feet to the Point of Beginning; 
thence continuing N 00°06’04” E, a distance of 622.62 feet to the Point of Terminus, 
located S 00°06’04” W, a distance of 1117.51 feet from the Northeast corner of said 
Section Thirty-Six (36).  Said obstruction has a total length of 622.62 feet and contains 
0.47 acres more or less. 

 
WHEREAS, Notice of Hearing was given and duly held by the McKenzie County 

Board of Commissioners on Tuesday, December 20, 2016 at 1:00 PM CDT in the 
Commissioners Room of the McKenzie County Courthouse, Watford City, North Dakota, 
with Commissioners Nordby, Best, McCabe, Veeder, and Skarda present, and 

 
WHEREAS, the petitioner and the Commissioners agreed that written permission 

to temporarily obstruct the section line right of way rather than closing the section line 
was a more appropriate solution, and  

 
WHEREAS, the section line described above does not have an improved road 

and is not traveled by the public, and 
 
WHEREAS, testimony has been received and evidence examined in favor of 

allowance of the temporary obstruction of said section line as above described, on 
motion made by Commissioner Veeder, seconded by Commissioner McCabe, and a 
vote of 5 aye and 0 nay,  

 
IT IS RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners for McKenzie County, 

North Dakota, that is in the interest of the public and the parties involved granting the 
relief agreed to and hereby permitting the section line to be temporarily obstructed as 
described.   

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to set a public hearing date for the 

PetroHunt and Emerald Oil section line closure petitions for January 17, 2017, at 1:00 
p.m.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by Best, to approve the request by the City of 

Arnegard for $240,724.63 to be used for a water distribution system.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Veeder and Facility Manager Carlson updated the Board on the Hillside Court 

RFP asking for management, affordability, renovation, and ownership from vendors.  
Schwarz will review the RFP before publishing.  McCabe reported that light bulbs 
needed to be replaced in the gathering space and kitchen and asked Carlson to look 
into it. 
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Nordby reported that he and Best had interviewed candidates for the State’s 
Attorney vacancy and were down to two candidates: Chas Neff and Todd Schwarz.  
Veeder, McCabe, and Skarda expressed interest in interviewing the candidates, which 
are to be set up by HR Manager Willis. 

 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by Skarda, to approve Payment Voucher 3, loan 

advance, from the Bank of North Dakota for the Law Enforcement Center in the amount 
of $29,295,869.16.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by McCabe, to approve the out of state travel for 

Karolin Jappe to a Homeland Security ICS-EM Training.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Deputy Auditor Johnsrud reviewed the Accounts Payable, Credit Card, and 

Travel Reimbursement policies.  Commissioner Best asked that the following wording in 
the Credit Card policy be stricken: “Once an employee is issued a county credit card the 
employee will not be allowed to use a personal credit card for county purchases, except 
where the county purchases would exceed the cardholder’s county credit limit.” This 
sentence will be removed and the policy updated. 

 
Daren Langrud and Mark Schneider updated the Board on the 2016 weather 

modification operations. 
 
Nordby reported that Katie Paulson is now certified as an Assessor I and 

Shantelle Mattern is certified as an Assessor II. 
 
Svihovec provided an update to the Board on tax statements where were sent in 

the mail on December 15. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve an additional court security 

position for 2017.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by Best, to approve the Agreement for the Sale of 

Gravel, Rock, Scoria, and Clay with David and Steve Lassey at $2.50 per cubic yard.  
All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Veeder, to approve the Eide Bailly proposal for 

the 2015-2016 audit for $29,000.00 plus expenses.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by McCabe, to set the salary for Interim Sheriff Matt 

Johansen to E82, Step 5, with an annual salary of $103,532 effective December 25, 
2016.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Heidi Brenna, ICON Architectural Group, presented the recommendation from 

the selection committee for the Construction Manager At Risk management services for 
the Jail Repurpose Project.  Brenna reported three companies were interviewed: 



 
 

445 
 
 

Construction Engineers Inc., JE Dunn, and Scull Construction.  Moved by Best, 
seconded by Skarda, to enter into contract discussions with Construction Engineers Inc. 
for Construction Manager at Risk for the Jail Repurpose Project.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the US Transport Bill for 

$931.00 as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Corporal Travis Bateman presented information on the Evoc/PIT maneuver out of 

state training in St. Cloud, MN.  Fifteen deputies would attend the training, 5 at a time, 
with a total cost of $18,000.00.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the 
training as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
The NW Narcotics Task Force presented information on case load and arrests in 

the last three years.  Divide, McKenzie, and Williams Counties participate along with 
Watford City and Williston. 

 
Moved by Best, seconded by Veeder, to extend the current agreement for 

Arnegard City Jail Services until the new law enforcement facility is open.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Veeder, to approve two additional full time 

administrative clerk positions for the Sheriff’s Office.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by McCabe, to dispose of 52 excess tires by sealed 

bid.  All voting aye, motion carried.  Auditor Svihovec will advertise. 
 
Moved by Best, seconded by Veeder, to return the three Humvees to ND Surplus 

Property for a full refund.  Roll call vote: Veeder, aye; Best, aye; Nordby, aye; McCabe, 
nay; Skarda, nay.  With 3-2 vote, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Best, to approve the Alexander City Law 

Enforcement Agreement as presented.  All voting aye, motion carried. 
 
Cpl. Bateman presented information on upgrading radio equipment and towers in 

order to provide more efficient dispatch and radio service which will be compatible with 
future 911.  Moved by Veeder, seconded by Skarda, to approve the radio tower and 
equipment upgrade.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by McCabe, to purchase a 2017 Chevy Tahoe from 

Kupper Chevrolet for $36,863 to replace a wrecked vehicle.  Vehicle equipment will be 
billed separately.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Bateman presented proposals from three dealerships for 4 Tahoe PPVs, 1 Tahoe 

SSV, and 1 Chevrolet Silverado.  Moved by Best, seconded by Skarda, to approve the 
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2017 Sheriff Office Vehicle purchases from Kupper Chevrolet for six units totaling 
$226,287.00.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Skarda, seconded by Veeder, to approve the Galls invoice for 26 

helmets in the amount of $7,280.00 for the Sheriff’s Office.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 

 
Justin Johnsrud, WC Park Board President, presented information on programs 

and finances for the Rough Rider Event Center, as well as user group numbers from 
2016.  A budget shortfall of $1,090,000 from projected 2016 revenue was requested to 
assist with startup operation costs.  Auditor Svihovec requested that the Board table a 
decision until end of the year fund balances can be compared to September budget 
projections. 

 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by Skarda, to approve staffing one full time 

deputy/investigator for the Northwest Narcotics Task Force for 2017.  All voting aye, 
motion carried. 

 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by Skarda, to grant approval for a flexible work from 

home schedule for a State’s Attorney Office administrative employee for up to six 
months.  All voting aye, motion carried. 

 
Moved by Veeder, seconded by Nordby, to accept the resignation of 

Auditor/Treasurer Linda Svihovec, effective June 24, 2017, with great regret.  All voting 
aye, motion carried. 

 
The meeting recessed at 5:37 p.m. until December 29, 2016, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
December 29, 2016 – Special Meeting 

 
The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 

Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on December 29, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Vawnita Best, Tom McCabe, 
Gene Veeder, and Kathy Skarda, and Deputy Auditor Johnsrud.  Vice Chairman Best 
called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 

 
Danielle Bettencourt, Associate Attorney C.E. Books & Associates, gave an 

update to the Board on the oil royalties lawsuit. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:40 p.m. until December 30, 2016, at 12:00 p.m. 
 
 

December 30, 2016 – Special Meeting 
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The Board of Commissioners of McKenzie County, North Dakota met at the 
Commissioner’s Room at the McKenzie County Courthouse in Watford City, North 
Dakota on December 30, 2016.   Present: Commissioners Tom McCabe, Gene Veeder, 
and Kathy Skarda.  Meeting began at 12:00 p.m. 

 
HR Manager presented two individuals for interviews, Chas Neff, Jr., and Todd 

Schwarz, for the vacant State’s Attorney position. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. until January 3, 2017, at 9:00 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
_______________________________  _______________________________ 
Linda Svihovec, Auditor    Douglas Nordby, Chairman 
 

215224-215239 PAYROLL-DECEMBER 2, 2016 694313.24 
215241 A-1 AUTO GLASS                           2,598.20 
215242 ABRAHAM/JENNIFER                         161.48 
215243 ACCUSOURCE INC.                          310.00 
215244 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                246.20 
215245 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          41.50 
215246 AMAZON/SYNCB                             7,252.35 
215247 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   25.38 
215248 AMERICINN MOTEL & SUITES                 245.70 
215249 AMERICN GUNSMITHING INSTITUTE            2,000.00 
215250 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC.                 1,708.49 
215251 ANDERSON/RONALD A.                       1,141.70 
215252 APCO INTERNATIONAL                       1,496.00 
215253 APPLIED CONCEPTS                         2,878.00 
215254 B & W RENTAL, INC                        913.75 
215255 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        1,047.80 
215256 BADLANDS OCCUPATIONAL TESTING SERVICES   3,036.00 
215257 BAKER & TAYLOR                           3,881.58 
215258 BAKER/DANIEL A                           120.00 
215259 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              334.09 
215260 BARRETT PHARMACY                         50.39 
215261 BARTLETT & WEST                          62,187.85 
215262 BELL/MARY                                236.84 
215263 BERQUIST/BAILEY                          771.86 
215264 BEST/VAWNITA                             3,869.51 
215265 BISMARCK TRIBUNE/THE                     392.78 
215266 BLUE LUBE                                228.07 
215267 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                1,593.64 
215268 BOB BARKER COMPANY INC                   103.82 
215269 BORDER STEEL                             5,994.97 
215270 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          1,151.31 
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215271 BRADY'S ROADSIDE SERVICE                 1,615.00 
215272 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                  183,905.00 
215273 BROWNELLS INC.                           865.81 
215274 BURNS & MCDONNELL                        16,762.76 
215275 BUTTONS BY FISH                          2,800.00 
215276 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            485.22 
215277 C.E. BROOKS & ASSOCIATES,P.C.            16,447.40 
215278 C&D WATER SERVICES                       128.00 
215279 CANAD INNS                               847.80 
215280 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      32.21 
215281 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       340.00 
215282 CAYKO/RICHARD                            851.48 
215283 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 2,467,292.55 
215284 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     30.48 
215285 CHANEY'S CAR & TRUCK REPAIR              363.00 
215286 CHARLIE'S SERVICE, LLC                   26.00 
215287 CHARM-TEX,INC.                           545.12 
215288 CHERREY'S PROPANE                        553.85 
215289 CLARK/TOTIRO                             46.12 
215290 COGHLAN-PEPPARD/SHEA                     180.00 
215291 COLONIAL RESEARCH CHEMICAL CORP.         3,869.56 
215292 COMFORT INN                              982.80 
215293 COMFORT SUITES                           245.70 
215294 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           5,019.03 
215295 CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERS INC.              1,129,173.80 
215296 COOK/REBECCA                             26.85 
215297 COOK'S ILLUSTRATED                       28.95 
215298 CORPORATE TRANSLATION SERVICES, INC      2.73 
215299 DAHL/NATHAN                              680.40 
215300 DAKOTA CLOUD REC0VERY                    626.22 
215301 DASH MEDICAL GLOVES                      790.80 
215302 DAVIS/BRANDON TODD                       10.00 
215303 DAVIS/STEPHENIE                          233.20 
215304 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    103.00 
215305 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 248.49 
215306 DELL MARKETING L.P.                      380.03 
215307 DEMCO                                    564.21 
215308 DEWARDS/THOMAS                           10.00 
215310 DRUNK BUSTERS OF AMERICAN LLC            1,622.00 
215311 DS SOLUTIONS, INC.                       150.00 
215312 DUMMIES UNLIMITED, INC                   1,289.20 
215313 E & M SERVICES                           3,320.00 
215314 EAGLE COUNTRY FORD, INC.                 33.72 
215315 ED ROEHR SAFETY PRODUCTS                 3,696.00 
215316 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE              6,383.52 
215317 ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.          10,766.00 
215318 ELKAN, INC                               1,553.03 
215319 EXPRESSWAY SUITES                        569.70 
215320 F.I.R.S.T.                               248.29 
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215321 FARGO GLASS AND PAINT CO.                5,819.00 
215322 FARMERS UNION OIL COMPANY                74,427.93 
215323 FASTENAL COMPANY                         3,915.17 
215324 FINSAAS/DARRELL                          46.44 
215325 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK & TRUST         4,132.45 
215326 FIRST INTERNATIONAL INSURANCE            1,456.00 
215327 FLEETMATICS USA, LLC                     5,728.00 
215328 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK          358.00 
215329 FREELINC                                 3,706.17 
215330 FRYHLING/PATRICIA E                      10.50 
215331 FUGRO GEOSPATIAL, INC.                   42,664.30 
215332 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   1,701.25 
215333 GALLS INCORPORATED                       1,886.15 
215334 GEM CITY MOTORS/TOWING                   2,573.25 
215335 GENE'S TREE SERVICE                      1,250.00 
215336 GIBBS TOWING, LLC                        1,065.00 
215337 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.        27.00 
215338 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     1,616,955.66 
215339 GREG'S WELDING INC.                      100.00 
215340 HANNAHER'S                               381,939.24 
215341 HANSEN DIESEL & AUTOMOTIVE               120.00 
215342 HARRISON/SADIE                           125.87 
215343 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                  264.68 
215344 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR   3,150.00 
215345 HEDAHL'S INC.                            120.50 
215346 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     813.44 
215347 HELENA CHEMICAL COMPANY                  1,477.50 
215348 HELLANDSAAS/MARCIA                       1,999.57 
215349 HITS, INC                                1,000.00 
215350 HOLIDAY INN/FARGO                        480.60 
215351 HOLTE/KAREN L.                           143.34 
215352 HORIZON RESOURCES                        80.92 
215353 HOSE & RUBBER SUPPLY                     66.35 
215354 HP INC.                                  2,252.79 
215355 IBS, INC                                 993.04 
215356 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 76,836.21 
215357 ID CARDS UNLIMITED                       839.80 
215358 INFORMATION SYSTEMS CORP.                8,230.00 
215359 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                 3,763.08 
215360 JACK & JILL                              4,555.06 
215361 JAMAR COMPANY                            518.00 
215362 JAPPE/KAROLIN                            139.03 
215363 JOHNSRUD/ANN                             889.40 
215364 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                           147.08 
215365 KADRMAS, LEE AND JACKSON, INC.           2,836.50 
215366 KEEFE SUPPLY COMPANY                     161.28 
215367 KIESON/CAROL                             834.20 
215368 KIRBY/VALERY                             2,531.05 
215369 KNIFE RIVER                              46,700.86 
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215370 KOHLER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              2,377.00 
215371 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              28,417.75 
215372 KUMMER'S PUMPING                         400.00 
215373 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                556.20 
215374 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    893.70 
215375 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                106.29 
215376 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER                36.44 
215377 LUND OIL, INC.                           1,251.47 
215378 LUTHERAN SOCIAL SERVICES OF ND           180.00 
215379 LYLE SIGNS INC.                          1,925.00 
215380 MANNING/JON                              122.45 
215381 MARCO, INC.                              9,595.18 
215382 MATTERN/SHANTELLE R                      356.00 
215383 MAVITY/RHET                              8.96 
215384 MCKENZIE CO. FARMER                      4,794.02 
215385 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS          7,705.27 
215387 MCKENZIE CO.SOCIAL SERVICES-FOSTER CARE  1,854.36 
215388 MCKENZIE COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVICE        275.00 
215389 MCKENZIE COUNTY ROAD & BRIDGE            1,970.04 
215390 MCRANDALL MOBILE GLASS, LLC              2,085.00 
215391 MEUCHEL COMPUTER SERVICES & OFFICE SUPP  660.20 
215392 MICROMARKETING LLC                       172.97 
215393 MINNESOTA VALLEY TESTING LABS            11,602.50 
215394 MORGAN/KELSEY NICOLE                     50.00 
215395 MURPHY MOTORS                            4,998.59 
215396 MYERS/MORGAN                             411.05 
215397 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     6,006.59 
215398 ND ASSN. OIL & GAS PRODUCING CO.         75.00 
215399 ND MOTOR CARRIERS ASSN.                  101.57 
215400 ND NEWSPAPER ASSOCIATION                 316.68 
215401 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        5,360.00 
215402 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS            15,766.08 
215403 ND STATE UNIVERSITY                      594.00 
215404 ND WATER & POLLUTION CONTROL CONFERENCE  75.00 
215405 ND WEED CONTROL ASSOCIATION              525.00 
215406 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    15,025.51 
215407 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                       595.00 
215408 NEILSON/RYAN K                           35.00 
215409 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                     86,050.00 
215410 NEPRASH/KIMBERLY                         423.10 
215411 NORDBY/LORI                              566.74 
215412 NORTH DAKOTA SURPLUS PROPERTY            320.00 
215413 NORTHERN HEAVY DUTY TRUCK PARTS          4,486.73 
215414 NORTHWEST PIPE FITTINGS, INC             313.16 
215415 NORTHWEST YOUTH ASSESSMENT CENTER        5,679.00 
215416 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        3,894.26 
215417 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     6,732.20 
215418 O'DAY EQUIPMENT, LLC                     1,035.00 
215419 OLSON/DOUG                               30.24 
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215420 PARRISH/CALVIN                           1,760.00 
215421 PARSHALL LUMBER & SUPPLY                 76.41 
215422 PAULSON/KATIE                            528.50 
215423 PAYSTUBZ                                 1,710.00 
215424 PEERY/SANDY                              451.90 
215425 PHARMCHEM. INC.                          1,500.00 
215426 PRAETORIAN GROUP, INC.                   3,410.00 
215427 PRAXAIR                                  1,141.81 
215428 PREMIER BACKYARDSHEDS                    4,349.00 
215429 PRINTERS/THE                             310.00 
215430 Q'S KITCHEN                              195.00 
215431 QED ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS INC            3,393.65 
215432 QUILL CORPORATION                        572.15 
215433 RAMADA                                   248.00 
215434 RAMADA BISMARCK HOTEL                    400.50 
215435 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                137,031.32 
215436 RECORD KEEPERS LLC                       49.00 
215437 REEVES/ARELIS                            205.94 
215438 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              240.00 
215439 RIVERSIDE MARINE & CYCLE                 97.91 
215440 ROADWORX, LLC                            875,007.23 
215441 ROCK SOLID STABILIZATION & RECLAMATION   98,841.65 
215442 ROCKMOUNT RESEARCH & ALLOYS, INC.        612.23 
215443 ROGNESS/MICHELLE                         180.12 
215444 ROOS/RON                                 108.00 
215445 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          50.00 
215446 SCOFIELD/JESSIE                          1,731.37 
215447 SHAHIN/NICOLE                            119.00 
215448 SHERWIN-WILLIAMS/WILLISTON               20.19 
215449 SIMONSON WATER DEPOT                     2,685.10 
215450 SINCLAIR/RYAN                            45.00 
215451 SKY DANCER HOTEL & CASINO                90.00 
215452 SM FENCING & ENERGY SERVICES INC         330.00 
215453 SORENSON/DESIREE                         347.70 

215454 
SOUTHWEST MULTI-COUNTY CORRECTION 
CENTER 29,485.27 

215455 STATE BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS             1,100.51 
215456 STEIN'S INC.                             3,311.61 
215457 STOVER/BRAD A                            290.96 
215458 SUN ELECTRIC, INC.                       2,385.61 
215459 SVIHOVEC/LINDA M.                        369.66 
215460 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                   3,959.76 
215461 TASC-CLIENT SERVICES                     1,699.80 
215462 TASER INTERNATIONAL                      4,022.08 
215463 TASTE OF HOME                            19.98 
215464 TDI SERVICES, LLC                        51,627.80 
215465 THOMPSON/JENNIFER                        98.84 
215466 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     385.74 
215467 THORLAND MINERALS TRUST                  2,480.00 
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215468 TRACTOR & EQUIPMENT CO.                  283.10 
215469 TRANA/KATHY                              492.16 
215470 TRANE U.S. INC.                          1,738.60 
215471 TROTTER/KAYLA D                          49.68 
215472 UNIFORM CENTER                           364.00 
215473 UNITED QUALITY COOPERATIVE               6,474.48 
215474 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     15,643.67 
215475 VANGUARD APPRAISALS INC.                 66,403.00 
215476 WADDELL/JAMES LAWRENCE                   32.00 
215477 WARNE CHEMICAL & EQUIPMENT CO.           3,064.86 
215478 WATFORD CITY SELF STORAGE                200.00 
215479 WATFORD CITY VETERINARY CENTER           30.00 
215480 WE INTEGRATE                             20.00 
215481 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                        5,306.58 
215482 WHITAKER/HILLARY                         72.68 
215483 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                2,843.00 
215484 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   1,817.00 
215485 WILLISTON FIRE & SAFETY                  139.52 
215486 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.               48.00 
215487 WISNESS/MONIQUE                          325.98 
215488 WOOD/DOUG                                35.00 
215489 WOODRING/DUANE                           10.00 
215490 ZUERCHER TECHNOLOGIES LLC                8,550.00 
215491 BASIN SAFETY CONSULTING                  5,362.35 
215492 BORDER STATES ELECTRIC                   1,561.32 
215493 BORDER STATES PAVING, INC.               84,647.96 
215494 DEALERS ELECTRICAL SUPPLY                2,320.04 
215495 GRAYBAR                                  1,809.31 
215496 RAY ALLEN MANUFACTURING, LLC             5,113.73 
215497 STREICHER'S                              3,346.10 
215498 GARRISON DIVERSION CONSERVANCY DIST.     549.37 
215499 L. YELLOWSTONE IRRIG. DIST. #2           55.10 
215500 ND STATE TREASURER                       716.67 

215501-215519 PAYROLL-DECEMBER 16, 2016 656,864.20 
215520 NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS          75.00 
215521 ADVANCED BUSINESS METHODS                9,651.30 
215522 ADVANCED ENG. & ENVIRONMENTAL SERV.,INC. 2,576.69 
215523 AE2S CONSTRUCTION                        173.00 
215524 AIRGAS ON-SITE SAFETY SERVICES           91.20 
215525 ALLEGIANCE COBRA SERVICES, INC.          50.00 
215526 ALTERNATIVE WRECKER SERVICE, INC         1,750.00 
215527 AMAZON/SYNCB                             806.32 
215528 AMERICAN WELDING & GAS                   24.85 
215529 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC.                 700.13 
215530 APPLIED CONCEPTS                         8,634.00 
215531 ASTRO-CHEM LAB, INC.                     170.00 
215532 AXDAHL/CARLEY                            259.66 
215533 B & W RENTAL, INC                        839.50 
215534 BADLANDS HARDWARE                        179.32 
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215535 BALCO UNIFORM COMPANY, INC.              1,138.61 
215536 BANK OF NORTH DAKOTA                     19,836.68 
215537 BAUMAN/BARBARA                           48.60 
215538 BLUE LUBE                                126.96 
215539 BLUE TARP FINANCIAL, INC.                747.72 
215540 BOSS OFFICE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS          13,847.43 
215541 BRADY'S ROADSIDE SERVICE                 1,022.50 
215542 BROSZ ENGINEERING, INC.                  114,771.62 
215543 BURNS & MCDONNELL                        9,245.57 
215544 C&D WATER SERVICES                       78.00 
215545 CAMEL BUTTE, L. SIGNALESS LLC            9,039.50 
215546 CARQUEST AUTO PARTS                      163.59 
215547 CASCADE AUTO GLASS                       340.00 
215548 CENTRAL SPECIALTIES INC.                 344,201.01 
215549 CERTIFIED POWER. INC                     2,044.08 
215550 CHANEY'S CAR & TRUCK REPAIR              332.00 
215551 CHECKERS, INC.                           135.00 
215552 CHISHOLM/AARON                           24.84 
215553 COMFORT INN                              81.90 
215554 COMPUTER PROF. UNLIMITED, INC.           3,082.03 
215555 CORPORATE TRANSLATION SERVICES, INC      29.76 
215556 CROSS/ROBERT                             37.80 
215557 DAKOTA SUPPLY GROUP                      5,651.85 
215558 DAVIS/STEPHENIE                          25.00 
215559 DAWA DEVELOPMENT, LLC                    720.00 
215560 DAYS INN                                 160.20 
215561 DEAN FOODS NORTH CENTRAL                 136.91 
215562 DEMCO                                    490.69 
215563 DICKINSON READY MIX                      1,152.63 
215564 DOUGLAS COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT      55.50 
215565 DSCHAACK/ALEXANDER                       15.00 
215566 DW EXCAVATING, INC.                      72,167.96 
215567 EIDE BAILLY                              4,759.00 
215568 ELKAN, INC                               555.15 
215569 FASTENAL COMPANY                         16.85 
215570 FLAGSHOOTER LLC                          1,131.34 
215571 FLEET SAFETY EQUIPMENT INC               3,899.70 
215572 FOOD SERVICES OF AMERICA                 906.61 
215573 FOSS/BONNIE                              297.72 
215574 FRED PRYOR SEMINARS/CAREERTRACK          199.00 
215575 FULKERSON FUNERAL HOME                   691.25 
215576 GASAWAY CONSULTING GROUP, LLC            97.99 
215577 GEM CITY MOTORS/TOWING                   567.74 
215578 GIBBS TOWING, LLC                        662.50 
215579 GRANITE SPRINGS WATER & ICE, INC.        27.00 
215580 GRANT COUNTY SOCIAL SERVICES             989.75 
215581 GRATECH COMPANY, LLC                     833,466.58 
215582 HANSEN DIESEL & AUTOMOTIVE               429.90 
215583 HART/SAMANTHA                            43.90 
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215584 HAWKEYE OILFIELD SUPPLY                  38.22 
215585 HEART OF AMERICA CORR. & TREATMENT CTR   3.99 
215586 HEDAHL'S INC.                            17.76 
215587 HEGGEN EQUIPMENT CO.                     628.80 
215588 HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS/JAMESTOWN            81.90 
215590 HORIZON RESOURCES                        384.79 
215591 IBS, INC                                 994.53 
215592 ICON ARCHITECTURAL GROUP                 22,500.00 
215593 INFORMATIONAL DATA TECHNOLOGIES LLC      3,045.00 
215594 INTERSTATE POWER SYSTEMS                 819.24 
215595 INTOXIMETERS                             2,065.00 
215596 JAPPE/KAROLIN                            15.98 
215597 JOHNSRUD/ANN                             226.50 
215598 JOHNSRUD/ERICA                           400.86 
215599 JOY DENTAL DESIGN                        357.00 
215600 KANWAR/SUHAIL                            1,287.59 
215601 KEEPERS INC.                             464.99 
215602 KOTANA COMMUNICATIONS, INC.              118,644.79 
215603 LANDTECH ENTERPRISES, INC                746.40 
215604 LAQUINTA INN & SUITES                    2,449.80 
215605 LAROSE/LEANN                             229.50 
215606 LARSEN SERVICE DRUG, INC.                99.75 
215607 LASSEY/ DAVID                            252,697.50 
215608 LEBSOCK WELDING                          164.48 
215609 LEGEND AUTO BODY                         5,424.83 
215610 LEXISNEXIS MATTHEW BENDER                34.44 
215611 LUND OIL, INC.                           3,460.06 
215612 MCKENZIE CO. HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS          4,754.47 
215613 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH        15.00 
215614 MCKENZIE CO. MOTOR VEHICLE BRANCH        32.00 
215615 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   3,143.62 
215616 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             753.51 
215617 MCLEAN CO. SHERIFF'S DEPT.               3,510.00 
215618 MONDAK SPORTS                            299.50 
215619 MOORE MEDICAL LLC                        34,726.42 
215620 MYERS AUTO PARTS                         249.12 
215621 MYERS/MORGAN                             539.62 
215622 NADA APPRAISAL GUIDES                    186.00 
215623 NATIONWIDE PAYMENT SOLUTIONS             103.46 
215624 ND ASSN. OF CO. ENGINEERS                200.00 
215625 ND ASSN. OF COUNTIES                     63.00 
215626 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION               99,938.03 
215627 ND DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION               15.00 
215628 ND OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL        5,095.00 
215629 ND RURAL WATER SYSTEMS ASSN.             2,110.00 
215630 ND SECRETARY OF STATE                    5,398.68 
215631 ND STATE AUDITOR'S OFFICE                165.00 
215632 ND STATE RADIO COMMUNICATIONS            1,725.24 
215633 NDACO RESOURCES GROUP                    25,051.08 
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215634 NDEWA                                    45.00 
215635 NEHRING LAW OFFICE                       175.00 
215636 NELSON INTERNATIONAL                     568.54 
215637 NELSON/JACOB TYLER                       25.00 
215638 NORTH DAKOTA ONE CALL                    513.85 
215639 NORTHERN PUMP & COMPRESSION, INC.        1,147.65 
215640 NORTHERN TESTING                         95.00 
215641 NOVAK/LARRY                              33.48 
215642 NYGARD/NATHAN                            15.00 
215643 O K IMPLEMENT CO.                        747.04 
215644 O.K. TIRE STORE, INC                     2,691.89 
215645 ONE CALL NOW                             155.20 
215646 PAJONO WOODWORKS                         145.31 
215647 PHARMCHEM. INC.                          1,375.00 
215648 PHILLIPS/JOSHUA                          174.11 
215649 PIPPIN LAW FIRM                          300.00 
215650 PLOTE CONTRACTING, LLC                   99,981.00 
215651 PRAXAIR                                  6,508.70 
215652 PRO AUTO BODY, LLC                       449.70 
215653 QED ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS INC            24.55 
215654 QUILL CORPORATION                        691.48 
215655 RAMADA                                   62.00 
215656 RAMKOTA HOTEL                            99.00 
215657 RDO EQUIPMENT CO. - FARGO                4,333.70 
215658 RED RIVER VALLEY LODGE #1                300.00 
215659 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              345.91 
215660 ROOS/RON                                 115.50 
215661 ROUGH RIDER INDUSTRIES                   2,207.00 
215662 SAFETY WORKS                             70.00 
215663 SAGE/CORRINE                             36.72 
215664 SAMUELSON/JERRY                          211.90 
215665 SHAEFFER/JOHN                            10.00 
215666 SHOPPER/THE                              248.00 
215667 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT LAB.                4,033.17 
215668 SKINNER/WHIT                             50.76 
215669 SKY DANCER HOTEL & CASINO                90.00 
215670 SNOW-WHEEL SYSTEM                        2,042.74 
215671 STEIN'S INC.                             791.13 
215672 STREICHER'S                              27,241.52 
215673 SUNDRE SAND & GRAVEL, INC.               310,312.53 
215674 SWANSTON EQUIPMENT CO.                   14,395.99 
215675 THOMPSON/DEBBIE                          6,000.00 
215676 THOMSON REUTERS-WEST                     385.74 
215677 TRANA/KATHY                              144.43 
215678 TRUCK UTILITIES                          135.45 
215679 TRUCK VAULT                              52.00 
215680 UNIFORM CENTER                           3,642.79 
215681 US BANK NA DBA VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS     14,261.70 
215682 US PRISONER TRANSPORT                    931.00 
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215683 USDA FOREST SERVICE                      3,059.26 
215684 VALLI INFORMATION SYSTEMS, INC           460.30 
215685 VOGEL LAW FIRM                           790.00 
215686 W & A WOLD MINERALS TRUST                1,152.00 
215687 WATCHGUARD VIDEO                         17,420.00 
215688 WAWSA                                    132,463.10 
215689 WE INTEGRATE                             20.00 
215690 WESTLIE MOTOR CO.                        496.93 
215691 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                875.00 
215692 WILLIAMS SCOTSMAN INC.                   1,844.26 
215693 WILLISTON TIRE CENTER INC.               974.74 
215694 ARMSTRONG SANITATION                     475.00 
215695 AT&T                                     115.53 
215696 CENTURY LINK                             163.92 
215697 CONSOLIDATED TELCOM                      70.51 
215698 GALLS INCORPORATED                       7,280.00 
215699 INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEPT.             1,731.10 
215700 KUPPER CHEVROLET                         36,863.00 
215701 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   4,406.44 
215702 MCKENZIE COUNTY RURAL WATER              365.80 
215703 MCKENZIE ELECTRIC CO-OP INC.             3,436.13 
215704 MONTANA DAKOTA UTILITIES CO.             8,889.12 
215705 NEMONT                                   28.50 
215706 RESERVATION TELEPHONE CO-OP              6,019.52 
215707 SOUTHWEST WATER AUTHORITY                82.90 
215708 VERIZON WIRELESS                         5,180.28 
215709 WATFORD CITY WATER DEPT./CITY OF         1,130.08 
215710 WHITEHALL TRUCK  & TOWING                1,200.00 
215711 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   38,500,000.00 

215712-215716 PAYROLL-DECEMBER 16, 2016 543,768.27 
1216001 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             109,501.99 
1216002 FIRST INTERNATIONAL BANK                 10.00 
1216003 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             52,980.55 
1216004 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             53,229.58 
1216005 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   1,000.00 
1216006 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   1,000.00 
1216007 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   1,000.00 
1216008 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   1,000.00 
1216009 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             39,075.99 
1216010 BLUE CROSS BLUE SHIELD OF ND             15,536.30 
1216011 MCKENZIE CO. TREASURER                   229.32 
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